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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION 

It gives us immense pleasure to present to our readers the Third 

thoroughly revised and copiously strengthened Edition of the “Swan 
History of Modem Europe/* 

That the multitudes of readers have cordially and wholeheartedly 
welcomed the book speaks amply of the labour, care and attention 
expanded on the venture by the authors. 

. Indeed, numerous are the difficulties of the student community 
m trying to single out one such book as can serve as a blanket. 
ere is a modest attempt to provide the student with such a 
anket as can save him from the showers, dusts and other attacks of 

Dame History. 

The book attempts a keen observation of the history of Europe 
^.its va ried as pects—social, economic, political and cultural. An 
addedembeflTshment to the Third Edition is an extensive survey of 
the Industrial Revolution in Europe with its impact and consequences 
on the contemporary times and ever after. 

It is hoped that the book will serve the needs of the scholars and 
students of History in the country especially from the colleges and 
Universities of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi 
J & K and other Universities. 

Any suggestions with a view to make the present book all the 
^ore useful will be thankfully received. 
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EUROPE ON THE EVE OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION 
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l ' ih ~ French Revolution is a great landmark not only in the hictnrv 
W?* but ^Iso of the world. It marks the transition ofRumn? 


Vr~r. y ui ^soot tne world. It marks the transition ofEurone 
it™* Medieval to +he Modern Age. Before the French Revolution 



27. 


|6,. it'^1 and the social conditions of Europe were very defective 
Ip political and social institutions were stagnant and unprogessive 
ficch Revolution shook the very roots of these institutions, gave 
ir political and social institutions and ushered a in new era 
The French Revolution was as much a war of ideas as of 
influenced all the countries of Europe and paved the 
7r teconstruction on a new basis. It challenged the establish- 
and customs of Europe and gave birth to new principles 
B4t and new social ideas. Hazen has summed up its 
"■m^^ba'the following words :— 

_ history merges into the history of one nation , one event 

ft .t^n. The nation is France, the event is the French Revolution 

is Napoleon .” 

* 

3 absolutely essential to study the conditions of Europe 
^ French Revolution before we study the history of the 
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Political Conditioo of Europe on the Eve of 


the French Revolution 


‘cncfa 




i. Despotic Rulers.. Europe was organised aristocratically, 
y ^ monarchy was the prevailing form of government in Europe 
isSt The Ru,ers were despots. They believed in the Divine 

and were responsible to none. All the powers“oflhi~ 
ach o C Vested * n tlie monarch. The will of the king was the law 
IViaV Vcraments were generally oppressive. The king could impose 

inflict any kind of punishment on the general public 
J no ^ thc despots never cared to improve the political, social and 


«• 


people 

On the eve of the French Revolution , absolute monarchy based 
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on the doctrine of * Divine Right of Kings' , was the prevailing form 
government in most states." 

Democratic form of government was unknown in most of th 
countries. People had no hand in the administration of the country 
They were deprived of personal liberty. Their welfare depended « 
the will and whims of the despot. Parliamentary form of govermr. I 
prevailed in England and Switzerland % but the members of the parf: 
ment represented the landed aristocrats only and not the people. Sel¬ 
dom was the order of the day and the feudal lords had great influe^ 
on the despots. Hazen says :— t | 


"One could find in all Europe hardly a trace of what we 1 r; 
democracy b 

2. Influence of the Nobles—Nobles and landed aristocrats 1? 
great influence over the despot. They enjoyed special political 
social rights and privileges. Their predominant and undue influ«^ * 
introduced many evils in society. Nobles had the right to impose ot 
ressive and unreasonable taxes on the people. The kings showe 
their favours on the nobles and they oppressed the people in tr« 
ways. The despots and the nobles led a luxurious life and the 1*5$ 
earned money of the public was spent recklessly bv them. Serfdt , 
was the order of the- Wiy and the administration had become in¬ 
expensive and weak. According to Hazen : — 


“Europe was organised aristocratically 
aristocracies. 


and for the benefits 


/ 



an end to feudalism a 


• » 


The kings of western Europe had put 
political institution, though the feudal lords still enjoyed Terltvi 
privileges. But in Central Europe and in Russia their political 

^nd th*'f' l ^ e WCrc contlnuous feuds between the d * 

and the feudal lords./ Emperor_Joseph II (1765-90) could not estr 

a powerful central government on account of the political influem 
these nobles and the church. ^Peter the Creat. could not imorov- 

lot of serfs or half-slaves due to the fear of the revolt of the nobles 



3. Lick of Interna:ional !VIoralitv_Tnp i . r _ 

Politics was very low. There was an ™ oral tone °f Europe 

pie of action. The rulers of ^he ce ° f an y controlling pne 

morality. They were dishonest and un^Sled^ 

spirit of co-operation in them and ** .. P There was 

increase. There was cSaos?n on ^ 
the order of the day To break relations and force. > 

not considered very immoral. According ‘toHtJm"!!! a " d paC ‘ 



nhich ‘ Is theTtsl?,? di f° yaI to the ™ry pr‘nc ip i, 

for legality and engagements.' 9 ^° r established ord > id reg 
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The King of Prussia, Frederick tfie Great, recognised the rig* ' 
throne of Meria Theresa, the daughter of Charles VI of Austria 
after ihe death of Charles, he captured the province of Silesia/v 
belonged to Austria. In the same way Russia, Prussia and Au* 
tried for the partition of Poland. The rulers had great territc- 
ambitions. They took advantage of the weakness of the small ru' 
and expanded their empires at their cost and established their colon 
in other countries. This policy of expansionism and colonialism lowe 
ed the tone of international morality and led to many wars in Europe 
Statesmanship was supreme in politics and there was no honou 
among nations. Prof. Rose says,— • ^ 

foq 

That respect of dynastic rights and treaty obligations which genera!/ 
held sway when Christendom was more than a name now gave place - 
state policy which avoidedly aimed at little else but gain of territonv* \ 
markets ^ fJ 

Important Countries of Europe, ^ f 


v (if ^Fran ee —During the reign or Louis XIV (1643_I 71 

France made greaT progress internally and externally and wielded or> 
influence in Europe but the wars fought by him proved a heaw hi. 
on the finances of France. Under Louis XV (1715-74) the conri . 
of France became worse. His defeat in various wars lowered - 1 ?* 
prestige of France and weakened the French economy His er a V 
Louis XVI succeeded him. There was a grave financial crisis in 
on.account of his wars, his luxurious life and expensive* -' 
administration. There was chaos everywhere Feudal 
clergymen enjoyed special privileges. General public sufi.' id ' 
mal-administration and heavy tax-Ts. The chaotic conditions in ~k‘ 
cal and social sphere brought about the French Revolution in i t 
which swept away the monarchy and feudalism and ushered 
era of nationalism and liberalism. According to Hazen •— 


in 


“ The absolute monarchy continued to function in France n rn ,..k 
greater and greater discontent among the people of that ? 

they finally rose in insurrection and swept the whole system 
famous French Revolution " y y ln * 


iStr } a ~Austro was under the rule of Hapsburg Dvn- 
Her ruler was known as the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire 
kingdom comprised of Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, Belgium xv 

of Germany and northern parts of Italy, etc. People of difiwfnr* T 
and religions lived there. The result was that Austria could 
a powerful kingdom in Europe. Joseph II ruled Austriaat I -**® 0 


attempted” ~ Wk °’ the °f intentions, failed in al 




5 


<OFB ON THE BVBOF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 


W- 

b. .^short, Austrian Empire was in a state of intense ferment and 

^e French Revolution. 

«■» ,e l3 ) ^Germany—‘It was an assemblage of about 360 snnall sovereign 

f«a{g ' The only bond of union between them was their inclusion 

ffi'Holv Roman Empiie. The Imperial organisation was loose 

!W we^k and th“ Emp“oi4ad no authority over the states. These 
weax ana xnc b>u*f f p ril c S i a and Austria were important 

tSZ EheT^ y re C ‘ great"^'rivals'and kept the Central Europe in a 

S of f^em. “ Germany did not occupy an-mportant p.ace in the 
roiitics of Europe on the eve of the French Revolution. 



height of his glory during the reign 
^ pj c forcibly seized Silesia from 


ssia 


Frederick the Great 

Italy was a weak and a 
* many small states having 
under the domination of 


backward country. It 
* during the reign of 


Russia 
on the 
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'( 


*5* S «2KS .'£2.£• ?'”" d ' d "» <■'»««» 

He tried to westernize the people ? Var,OM 5phcres of lift 

Russm became a powerful country 
and began to , ake interest in the 
pohncs of Europe. It i s said 

hen he (^ter, died, he left 
ns empire a compact state with 

° brg . an "y a nd ready to play a 
conspicuous role in the interna- 
tioncil politics of Europe 

At the time of the French 
Revolution, Catherine the Great 

r“ er ^hV' 3 ' She was an ab,e 
ruler She continued the work 

° f r ^estermsmg her people She 
defeated I urkey and got the right 
to mterfere , n her internal affafrs. 

She mcreased thc influence f 

Black ci; th * Balkans and the 

share k ,n S fh S 16 g °‘ the b 'o B ’s 
On ‘ he P drt, tion of Poland 
On the eve of the French Revo: 

u-d tola" i?, she 



. * 4 ».V . » *' 


Peter, the Great 


“nMy ifj * rewarded me FC ' Cr ' ”‘ e Gr ™< ,?* 

7 “ ; f ^ ^ ~ — - — - *. Ukraind 

defeat In-^rrfcaf^-; P '?\Z J° WMed "> Europe due t * 

On the eve of the French& u , hcr “""*'** pres* 

flourished and the En s 7 t, 0l "' IOn l,cr tr ade and com J? 
empire. Absolute monarchy had been ?' ahllsl,ed a large coll 

SSSSSSSF S3 

and 5UCCeS WyJ™ the Jorce^J^ofuti^ZyaZmpf^ " ^' 

(*)■ Po/and-P ol andln lhe |7| . ^ " d Napoleonic Franc,. 

Her neighbours Russia, Austria and Pru^l wer^V f r, - v b '6 stat. 
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fought long and bloody wars with her. Consequently Poland 
partuioned thnee and by 1795 she ceased to be an independent state 
Po and had the institution of ‘elective monarchy’ and a parliament’ 
All laws had to be passed unanimously. The result was that the 
c °unt r y remamed backward and conservative. Feudalism was the 
order of the day in Poland. Russia, Prussia and Austria took advan¬ 
tage of her difficulties and interfered in her internal matters Thnr 
interference )n the affairs of Polan proved helpful to France bur by 
1795 Poland ceased to have her separate identity. y 


(9) Spain-Spain was a large and powerful country in the i6fh 
century. Their seamen established colonies in south America » n 
Europe she had annexed Netherland, Sicily, Milan and some pans 
® fIta J y - Spain had a roaring trade an^T was a prosperous country 
But the defeat of Spanish Armada in 1588 gave a severe blow to i ~r 
pover and prestige. Charles II (1665-1700) tried to regain her power 
and glory. In the 18th century Spain again became a weak country 
because of the mal-administstration of Charles IV. } 


(10) The Netherlands—The Netherlands consisted ofthe 17 pro¬ 
vinces of Holland and Belgium on the eve of the French Revolution" 
V/iam V ruled in Netherlands. Although there was a Parliament 
, to tel p the king yet all the powers of the state were vested with him 
He»as dethroned in 1786 but he succeeded in regaining his power and 1 
l thrcie with the help of England and Prussia. In 1799 the revolution-'., 

I arc: attacked the Netherlands and forcibly occupied it. William 
jsctied to England. 

,li) Switzerland—It was a small country. It had democratic form 
0 f tfernment but the real power was in the hands of aristocrats and 
^'rneral public had little say in the administration. She did not 
ty-.ccupy any important place in the politics of Europe. 

\ |lft Sweden, Denmark acd Norway —Gustavas III ruled Sweden 
^list time. Norway was under the sway of Denmark. The then 
^j er of Demmark, Christian VII established parliamentary form of 
^foment there. These small states were not well off and had little 
*, in die politics of Europe. 






To sum up, Europe, at the end of 18th century (or on the eve of 
preach Revolution) presented a very gloomy picture. Bv their 
^jealousies and continuous wars, the different states of Europe 
re odered themselves so weak that they had no power left to 
surging onslaughts of the French Revolution. In the words 
c!1 , ,i icinn we can riizhtlv sav— '‘“EuroDe as a vohnlo JtA 

o'M: 


CD rJ.Vcton, we can rightly say— ‘Europe as a whole did not exist in 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 


1 Political condition of Euro 
*' (/) Despotic Rule (//) luflu 
Morality. _ 


Europe on 
nee o 




>n jAA e. 


eve of the French Revolution : 
oblci* (ifi) Lack of International 
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2. Leading Countries of Europe —France, Amstrla,Gwmany .Pn*®®- 

RtSi^f England, Po^df Spain, Netherlands, Switzerland, Sweden, 

Denmark and Norway. 

Uncial. Religious and Economic Conditions on the Eve of the 


French Revolution 


conditions of 


Q. 2. Describe the social, religions and 
Europe on the eve of the French Revolution. 

Ans. 1. Social Condition—On the eve of the French Revolution, 
society in Europe was generally divided into two classes (1) the pnvi* 
Jeged class and (2) the unprivileged class. The first class comprised of 
the nobles and the upper clergy and the second class consisted of the 
lower clergy, middle class, labourers, artisans, peasants and the serfs 
etc. The privileged class enjoyed special privileges and led a happy 
<1 prosperous life. The unprivileged class was deprived of all rights 
1 their condition was very mirerable. The privileged class was totally 
'tially exempted from taxation and the burden of taxation fell on 
'privileged class. This social division was based on inequality, 
ing to Marriot— 

ferywhere on the Continent the nobles and the clergy formed 
>erful orders distinct from the mass of the people .” 

't*) Nobles—Nobles were much above the common people and 

enjoyed special privilges. They possessed big estates or Jagirs , 

army and torts. They controlled much of the property of the states 

but were free from the burden of taxes and duties. They held all 

the important civil and military posts but they were exempt from 

the compulsory military service. On the other hand, they exacted 

feudal dues from the peasants living on their estates. They alone 

had the fishing and hunting rights. Their cattle spoiled the standing 

crops of the peasants but there was none to check them. The 

peasants could not lodge a complaint against them. They led a luxurious 

dwelling hfe in their grand and built beautiful palaces oil their estates at ' 

the cost of lower orders. They did not mix with the masses They had 

turned the king's courts into hot bed of intrigues. They acted like petty 
kings in their estates. v 

[ (2) The Upper Clergy—This class also belonged to the orivileeed 

They did not perform their reli* 
d y tl f es - ™eir moral e was very low. They had become very 
taaterialistic ; they amassed great wealth and led a luxurious life. 

iSo°n U s S men ° rdCrS j ° ined the church to satisfy their 

(3) The Lower Clergy—This class did not enjoy the-same riehs 
and privileges as were enjoyed by the upper clergy The ner- 

forming a" the duties in the church fellTn them"' They were" poo ly 
paid and their economic condition was reallv we £? 

looked down upon by h upoer clergy But TS? 

and wise and the revolutionary ideas influenced them Slv TheJ 
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joined the revolutionaries and greatly opposed the upper clergy durir 
the French Revolution. 

,a\ The Middle Class—The middle class consisted of trade 
industrialists writers, physicians, lawyers and artisans. They h 
earned a lot from the Industrial Revolution They were rich and wi 
T'hev were wealthy but were deprived of the rights and pnvile 

hv the hieh order and their social status was very low.- Ti 
^ 3 re in favour of pohdcal and social equality. They were jealous 
Se UPP^ class and were the leaders of the revolutionaries. 

(It Labourers, Peasants and Serfs—Tne condition of the labou 
, cant ? was also very deplorable. Agriculture was the occupa 

ns?of°the^c^untries^f Europe The peasants were very poor 
m most of f tion f e n upon them. Their income was very 

the burden , make their both ends meet. The conditio 

and they could Serfdom prevailed in all countries excel 

the serfs was eve^^ Thgy were tied to the i an ds of their master- 

England and estates for two or three days in a v 

!l a u d to s . er a v tery “or and miserable life and enjoyed no civil r, 
The condttion of the unprivilged class has been described by Schevi 

following words — 

_ mont structure of European society was unhappy , u. 

f un developed mass of human beings , to whom oppor 

'for'growth and improvement --as closed on every side. 

„ .• * nll c Condition—Thrre religions prevailed in Eur. 

2 - . RC ‘islam Christianity and Jewism. Islam was^pt«^. 
that time—territories of the Balkans. The Jews hved 
Turkey and in som Europe. They were tolerated in some co 
in all countries ot m persecuted. Most of the people in 

while in others they W; consisted of three main, sects— 

had faith in Ch and Greek Christians. People in E 

Catholics, Prote , s ‘ " d certain other countries of Northern 
Holand, Germany p eop l e of Ireland, France, Spain, Aus 

were Protestan s. Greek Christians lived in Russia and 

Poland were Cath 'c ^ They did not recognize the auth 

countries ot eastern 

the Pope. / 

nf religious fana icism and there was at> 

It was an ag Europe was not free from religious ; 

religious persecuted in the name of religion. Islam was 

“Christianity Roman Catholics were persecuted in I 

countries and _ Jn the 18th century people 

3 Economic C , Wed in v in ag es and agriculture 

of the countries 01 r were divided into two classes, tb 

main occupation. — gaiety was organised on the basis o 
and the peasantry. 


OF MODERN EUROPE 

ic nobles wer#* «k A 

‘^^^ s ^^y a ^ 0 o^s^d^'^ S f^ } '^^ e ^ a ^ a< ^ a ^ e ^ e ^xempt ^ c ^*"They 
iJihood. These serf* ^ ’i, Tlley Were given som?^ 0 j th r e nob,es 

iie nobles TLl f Workcd f or a few dav! in ^ ad for ^eir 

ss-ft r 5 ;i£ f^vf- 

lA’ssr « 

“»“ , ' y tad “ ™■»»* uii r ,£s» oS 

• following d “»»iiy I" .bo ,„ «J 

.S; i? e°o",„“' - <*«. 

•tvs. ® SSS. -WsTS 28 

•s’ ?“em|“ Co J '-' lc, ““' »°o' bwFre re 'i 2 ”i’" ,S «Sl 

fasi gi-^ &iag sy^'Sctas 

'A* ^prM/egrTZ T ^ f^ c V/ ?# ht . ly Said « 

r monarchy, the oobesandth ***”. sub J ec <ed for ^entuH^T 
,sm constU,Jl*Z™ [ he,r Privileges and ,.^!Pl Uries - * 


and constitutional^" pr ' Vi,e * e ° andusherTdtjn e/a 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

- # 

i Social Condition— 

•^pp“ d c t c h r | y u a ^ ri ^ leged ^ ty t:: s £ v t id : d int ° t™c asses _ thc 

« «• sras. £;£ 

' C/^-r ‘ 3 UXUn ° U ° ,,fe 8eS ’ WCra 

eDJOyed VSriOUS rightS “< W * ^r ^. t0 tte Ca*, 
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UN 1*1 e BVE or irlK rRBNCH REVOLUTION 


e got a chance to visit England in 1726 . He was greatly 
*^befoced by the constitutional form of government, the individual 
I /jeiw. religious freedom and social equality of the English. He had 
" ise for the English institutions and society. 



n his writings he l_shed at the tyranny of 
ocial inequality. He called church ‘as the 
ed religious fanaticism and bigotry. He 
y corrupt and selfish and had hatred 
pt life. He believed in the unity of God, 
ral Law because there was both truth and 
Od for religious toleration. He used to say- 


the rulers, the church 
Infamous Thing’. He 
called clergymen thor- 
for their luxurious and 
Natural Religion and 
beauty in them. He 



‘Since we are all steeped in error and folly we must forgive each 
fyker for our follies\ 


J 

“ Worship God and be a good man . 


» 9 


& His main target was the Church and the Crown. He could not 
•lerate tyranny in any shape or form. He was always ready to take 
.Jthe cause of the oppressed. But he was not in favour of democ- 
acy or liberalism. He stood for benevolent despotism. He once 

marked— 

“/ would rather be ruled by one lion than by a h mdred rats .” 

was a strong supporter of individual liberty. Once he wrote 
iend. “/ do not agree with what you say , but I can lay down my 

. - -;~Ut *rx SO." 


1 




He 

> his friend 


9 1 113 “ aw*.- - # w 

to protect your right to say 

Voltaire was imprisoned for his attack on the Church and the 
own. Later on he was exiled. During the period of his exile he 
lited Russia, England and Prussia and then he settled in Geneva. 
. to France at the age of 84 but he died very soon. His 




*ie ret 


Russia, Eiigiauu auu * « l **-*^* *^*''*» atiucu m ueneva. 
urned to France at the age of 84 but he died very soon. His 
Writings had a tremendous effect not only on the people of France but; 

her countries of Europe as well. According to Grant and 
iXmoerley “His will and his satire, the clearness of his language and 
tumanity 'of his appeal , pervade the 18th century and the French 


\ 


empericj, , 

mmanity of, his appeal\ 

Revolution' 

3 Roosseao (1712-78) Rousseau was the most famous and 
‘ ,,, ar philosopher of France. He was a revolutionary thinker and 

P v#*ned revolutionary spirit among the people. He was born in 
in 1712. His father was a petty watchmaker. He had to work 
Ge ^-seller, teacher, private secretary musician, etc. to earn 
? S a , „„iiht)od. But he was not successful in any of those professions. 
h‘ s liv hc became successful as a writer. His autobigraphy, ‘My 
At , W ‘Emile’ and‘Social Contract’ etc. are his famous books. 
^ o0 j SS a in 1778 and was buried in Geneva but the revolutionaries of 
He dl ,‘ ed him so much that they reburied him with great honout 
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Rousseau was a revolutionary thinker and writer who advocated 
new social ideas. Montesquieu was o pposed to Tbso7ute monarch? 

and Valtaire attacked the 



old political and social order h. , . l de . al set ' u P 10 place of the 

words :— e appealed the people in-the following 


church and the crown but 
Rousseau believed in the rege¬ 
neration of the society on the 
basis of his political and social 
ideas. In his book ‘Social Con¬ 
tract’ he says that man was 
extremely blissful in the ‘State 
of Nature’. According to him, 

‘‘Mart is born free and yet 
everywhere he is in chains". He 
was against all knowedge and 
art. All societies were artificial 
All accepted forms of politi¬ 
cal organisations were tyra¬ 
nnical. In the state of nature 
all men were free and equal 
and enjoyed liberty. He wan¬ 
ted to uproot that civilization 
and harmful institutions 
which had degraded man He 
wanted to have a new and 
ideal set-up in place of the 

j *i. . i . . — 


ofuyly want and 'insol, It riche , ” - fa, ]^ f . abrics of society, the world 

called order . the error mi seal! ^ f c j vlllzat r ion oppression mis - 

repudiate its learnings break it* f knowIecl Ze- Level its inequalities , 

* • on ate its functions, shatter its chain." 


He was of the view tha' stnr*. 
social contract between the nponin CiUr j e into existence by means of 

end. adv ocated the idea of m ^ c an . state °f nature came to an 

the strong supporter of the individn'.?^ 18 * 11 / the P e °ple. He was 
'The people were th: real sovereign and I s . and lib - r ty- He says, 

consent. He also held that ,i5 l * h klng ru,ed only by their 

master of the people: The people had th* 38 - servant and not the 
tyrannical government and d e l r f nght to rev «'t against the 

jy s ; , Accordmg hlm ] J.blfc ooini m Who is " ot fair and 

:. dlt ‘ 1VVS Jrc formed fo r the «ood*of Carr,ed vve, ght in society and 

'he arbitrary will G f the desponc^ Pe ° P ' e a:ld d ° "Ot express 

n _ 


Rousseau gave the slogan of ‘I k 

he ^'Oluiionaries of f-ranee ' H ^ berty ; Equality and Fraternity’ 

levolt against the established m , 1 . itr l,ed "i them a strong desire 
tvil social iiKim.im,,, "sued monarchy, tvranni,-' 


.‘y-nmcalgovSt^nd 


ble’ for them. 


EUROPE ON THE EVE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 


He created national awakening among the people and prepared a 
ground for a national revolution in France. He has been rightly 
called “the Prophet and Pioneer of the Revolution .” Napolean used 

to say— 

“But for Rousseau, there would have been no French Revolution.'*- 

4. Diderot—Diderot was a renowned writer, philosopher and 
preacher of the 18th century in France.- He wrote his famous book 
IMEdbyclopaedia’ in 1792. Many other writers also made their contri¬ 
butions to it. He has drawn a clear picture of the political and «oc.a 

conditions of France in it. He criticized the . e *P° dd ,. r . e • R eci 5 
privileges of the high order, unjust laws, social inequalities and the 
F . T, i ci., cc was the supporter of the Peoples 

miserable life of the lo wer class, ne was f : . w nri5n( T hpH 

republic equality and well grounded administration. He preached 
icpuuue, cquaiuy cre ated a oew spirit and awa- 

his ideas through secret societies ana h «- nnininn «oain-it 

i . ort? imsed the puouc opinion against 

^lilies 

r * ^ _it . w l c a <»reat philosopher and economist. 

o J * -9! ue j? nay , or»at economists. With their help he formed 

Some of his friends S ' Economists or Physiocrats”. He 

a society winch was known abo ut a revo)utioa in trade 

propounded such ideas " “U d - the state should realise only 

S^’^therVd tax or property tax. People should no, be 

burdened with heavy and^manifold free agricu lture and 

According to turn f means of prosress Q f a country. He 

^“Sd'SLuoterate theinterference of the state in trade and education. 

Influence of the French Pculosophers 

un rlifferent views about the influence of these 
Writers h< Id ^ prof Thomson the connection between 

philosophers. Accor s ^ ideas of the Fren ch philosophers is 
the French Revolution djd no( preach revolution and were ready 

remote and indirect. uwa erparcd tQ patroaize them and .their 

to support anydespo mostly aristocrats. The doctrines of .these 
teachings. They ^ used |ater on If their teachings had any 

philosophers came io ^ (he jntja , sta ges, it was only to 

influence at all on f ostered a critical attitude towards all exist- 

the extent that they Hazen is Q f t he same view. He says— 

)ng institutions ^ „ of caused by the philosophers but by the 

, J Innd evils of national life and by the mistakes of the govern- 
CO nil 1 ° er if te l ess , these writers were a 4 'actor in the Revolution, for 

educated a group of leaders, instilled into them certain decisive 
Vnrtrines furnished them with phrases, formulas ani arguments, gave 
a ctrtain tone and cast to their minds, imparted to them certain powerful 
3 illusions, encouraged an excessive hopefulness which was characteristic 
of th: movement. They did not canse th a revolution, but they exposed 
the causes brilliantly, focussed attention on them, compelled discussion 
and aroused passion.'* 


On the other hand Mallet says, “ The seed sown by these remark¬ 
able writers fell upon fruitful soil." Montesquieu criticized thr 
arbitrary rule and Voltaire attacked the church and the crown. 
Rousseau laid great stress on democratic form of government and the 
sovereignty of the people. They denounced political, social and 
religious evils of the time. By proclaiming equality among men 
without distinction 0/ birth ; by demanding from every citizen, obe¬ 
dience to the law ; by demanding the abolition of feudal taxes and 
services, these philosophers prepared, at least in men’s minds, 
downfall of the old'regime. The ideas preached by them formea *a* 
sound background for the revolution in France. i- 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The French Philosophers—The 18tb century philosophers of France 
criticized the evils of old social organisation and arbitrary rule in France. 
They awakened the people, gave them new ideas of liberty, equality and 
fraternity and prepared them f jr the revolution. 

• 

(1) Montesquieu (1689-1755)—Belonged to a rich family ; a writer 
of high order ; favoured the ideas of Locke and the constitutional form of 
government of England In his book ‘The Spirit of Laws' he denounced auto¬ 
cracy. the theory of Divine Right of kings, and laid streses on limited 
monarchy, the constitutional form of government and the theory of sepa¬ 
ration of power to ensure liberty. 

(2) Volaire (1664-1774)—He caou of a middle class family ; a great 

poet, dramatist, critic and historian ; known as King Voltaire * ’ attacked, 
church and crown and fanaticism ; favoured Natural Religion ; 'advocated 
English typed Despotism and individual Liberty. e 

(3) Rousseau (1712-1778)—Son of a watchmaker; adopted various- 
prefessions but at last succeeded as a writer. ‘My Confession 4 ‘Emile' and 
‘Social Contract* etc. wee his famous books; believed in' regeSSation of 
society on his ne* social ideas ; supporter of democracy, freedom and 

the sovereignty of the people; opposed civilization and favoured Natural 
State ; Greatly influenced tne French Revolution. ° INaxarai 

(41 Diderot- In his book ‘Encyclopaedia’ he criticized the arbitrary 

UflToi^the ^ “ d dr<iW * Clear P ict “ re of «*• 


of imposine one tax 


1 . 


(5) Quesnay —A great Economist ; in favour 

^ e^catTin *^‘“\he-e^- 

University and other Important Questions 

Describe the political condition of Europe in 1789 or just 
before the French Revolution. 

Comment ancf expdain^ cond ' t ‘ on of Europe was deplorable. 

oTeu^T the tatei^part oftL^ih ce n n d tu£ 0n ° miC C ° nditi ° a 
,. Q . , . (AgraB. A. 1963, 66,Pb. M. A. 1960) 

as ° f *• Frencu 


2 . 


3. 


4. 
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5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 


How far were the writings and ideas of the French writers 
and philosophers responsible for the Intellectual Revolution 

of France ? 

“Long before the Revolution of 1789, there had occurred a 
Revolution in the world of ideas.” Discuss. 

“The Intellectual Revolution preceded the Political Revol¬ 
ution.” Discuss the statement with reference to the French 

Revolution of 1789. 

Give a brief sketch of the social and political ideas of the lead- 
in° 18th century French Philosophers. Do you agree with 
Hazen that they were a factor in the Revolution ? 

“The writings and propaganda of the philosophers made an 
excellent gun-powder for destroying monarchy in France. 

Elucidate. 

Describe briefly the social and political ideas of Montesquieu, 
Voltaire and Rousseau. Do you agree with the view that they 
and other 18th century French Philosophers were a factor in 
the Revolution of 1789 ? (Agra B A. 1961) 

On the accompanying map of Europe, indicate the boundaries 

of Europe in 1789, adding suitable explanatory notes. 

F (P. U. 1967, 68. 70. 71) 

Sketch the condition of society in France on the eve of the 
Revolution. Do the facts warrant the conclusion that the 

revolution was inevitable ? 


Describe the political condition of Europe on the eve of French 
Revolution (1789). (Pb- A- 1972) 


\ 


THE FRENCH REVOl VTION 



There was despotic rule in France in the 18th century. Nobles 
and clergy enjoyed special privileges. They led a happy life but the 
public was unhappy, The result was the outbreak of a revolution in 
1789. Arbitrary rule was replaced by a democ atic form of govern¬ 
ment. it gave birth to new political ideas and res> 4 in the reconstru¬ 
ction of society. The king, the queen and thousanc . ’ *j r followers 

were murdered. It created a great stir in Europe. Thot ' •’ of towns 

were destroyed and lacs of persons died. Tnis movement, wn.ch started 
in France in 1789 is known as the French Revolution. 


The French Revolution is a great mark not on! in the history of 
France but also of Europe. Ramsay Muir calls it a ‘V d Revolution ’ 
Jt was as much a war of bayonets as that of ideas. It * e to human 
ity the ideas of Freedom, Liberty and Fraternity. 1 nook the ole 
traditions and institutions. According to Kropotkirn — 


“Two great currents prepared and made the great French Vevo't 
tion On: of them , the current ideas , concerning the political r +o»anisL 
tion of states . came from the middle class, the other , the current*actior 
came from the people both peasants and workers in town wh <, wanted u 
olua n immediate and definite improvement in their economic condition 
And wnen these two currents met and Joined in the endeavour to realise 
an aim which for sometime was common to both. When they had h >lred 
each other for a certain time the result was the Revolution:' " 


Causes of the French Revolution 

(P.U. 1966) v. Imp. 

P* 

Or 

Critically discuss the mail causes ml 

responsible for the ouibreak of toe french RevoluUon 

(A.U. 1953, 56, 58) 


Or 


Describe the condition of Fnnr»a ^ 
ion of 1789. n tne evc the French Revolu- 

(A.U. 1961) 
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Or 

What were the evils of the old regime in France ? 

\ % 

Anf-yJThe Causes of the French Revolution 

1. 1 olitical Causes— 

it --- • ' 

(t) Arbitrary Rule —The government of France was a highly 
tralised monarchy. Louis XVI was an arbitrary ruler of France, 
believed in the Theory of Divine Right of Kings\ He had unlimited 
wers and rights.’} His authority was unlimited and unquestioned, 
s will was law. He could appoint o»- dismiss any person,/ He could 
pose any tax.liked. He could confiscate anybody’s property; He 
uld inflict anv„f mishment and throw anybody into prison for un¬ 
rated perjp ’ ' fiout any trial. ' He had little respect for the concepts 
• freed'-' u justice./ Voltaire and Mirabeau had to remain in jail 
ithoui .al. People enjoyed no rights and liberty, Nobody’s respect 
id property was safe The king was the head of the state and acted 
, an arbitrary manner. He used his power for his own selfish ends 
nd not for tb H. welfare of the people. Louis XVI used to say— 

“ The a ^reign authority is vested in my person , the legislative 
ewer exis!} myself alone. My people are one only with me ; national 
ights and national interests are necessarily combined with my own and 

mly rest in my hands ' 

H , (S) Inefficient Administration — The administration in France 

was disorganised, inefficient and hopelessly unsatisfactory./ The 
organisation of the departments was complex and their jurisdiction was 
not well definedv The high posts were auctioned and bought by the 
robles and aristocrats/ The men in authiinty were quite ignorant of 
tneir rights and'duties. They had no knowledge of the sufferings and 
inspirations of the people, there were governors in the provinces but 
they had no Councils to help them. At times France had been divided 
jnto districts and officials were appointed to carry on the administrat¬ 
ion but they wee deprived of proper authority There were Councils 
in all towns b their mode of election and rignts differed vastly. v The 
administration m France lacked co-ordination, i Administration of the 
. country passed Into the hands of certain ineiTicient and selfish people 
who never cared'for the welfare of the people. People were tired of 
such a rotten system of administration and wanted to put an end 

to it. 

(3) Maladministration of Justice— There was a great confusion 
in the legal system of the country. Tnere was no uniform law for 
? the whole country. Different laws were in force in different parts of 
the country. / While at one place German law was in force, at another 
place the Roman law prevailed./ It is said that there were about 
400 different systems of law in France. The Jaws were written in 
Latin and were beyond the comprehension of the people. H*zen has 

rightly remaked— 

■'What was lawful in one night be illegal in a place not five 
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miles distant. Almost 400 bodies of law were in force in different parts 
of France. 

The laws were cruel and unjust and punishments were very severe. 

The people did not get fair and equal-handed justice* Anybody could ~ 
be imprisoned without judicial trial by the mere issue of warrants 
called 4 Lettre de Cachet \ ^There was as much confusion in the law 
courts as in the legal system. There were royal courts, military ^courts,, 
church courts etc. There was overlapping in their jurisdictions and 
it was not clearly defined. People had to suffer a lot because of this 
. defective legal system. 

(4) Policy of Over Centralization— Before this, local administra¬ 

tion was in the hands of provincial and local officers. But the King 
followed the policy of over-centralization and took the reign of entire 
administration and the local officers had to act according to the Council 
of the King. This council totally failed to look after the administrat¬ 
ion of the country and could not solve the local problems as it had no- 
knowledge about them. It led to inefficiency in administration and 
discontentment among the people. \(^ 

(5) Weak Monarchy— The successors of Louis XIV were not. 
only arbitrary but also lacked ability and experience. They were very 
weak and powerless./ Louis XIV advised his son not to squander the 

wealth of the country in frivolities and wars but his advice fell on deaf > 

ears. Loui^XV proved a coward, foolish and spendthrift king He 

paid no heed to the advice of his father and multiplied the sufferings of 

the people b> his luxurious life and war-policy. The country was on the 

brink ot bankruptcy and chaos and anarchy prevailed everywhere in 

France France lost her colon,es in America due to his foolisness. The 

defeat oi France m Seven Years War lowered her international presttge 
and glory. Dr. G.P. Gooch says— b 


,. V' e , !f S ° C i V f Lol, ' s XV t0 his count!ymen was an ill governed, 
discontented and frustrated France View, d from a distance , the ancient 

regime appeared as solid as Bastille, but us walls were crumbling for 
lack oj repairs and the foundation showed signs of giving way 

ar < 6 > ° fLOUiS XVI ~ L ' ke his fa,her ’ LouIS XVI a ‘ s ° 
arbitrary immoral corrupt, weak, stupid and coward. He was easy- 

going and pleasure-loving in*-*** \r ... y 

f nrP cipht nnoKi ♦ Uas lnex Perienced and did not possess 

from what he s£d, ““ TseernTaTtftlelnf '° f * ,S 

^ ^ taUghl ^"oMnf 8 He^was not 
interested in the art of governing. Robertson says— 

was slow-witted °sfeenv^ e ^?f l - Singly figures who ever wore a crown and , 

shooting amateurs, love'making aXe “theatre" 

people 6 He ^as^a'ntmiw^ and , ,ost fa is personal touch with the 

Administration of the country in th^h h 5 nds r ° f his men * He Icft the 

ountry m the hands of selfish officials who paid 
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no heed to the welfare of the people. He introduced no reforms 
when the country was faced with a grave financial and political crisis. 
"He allowed the political and economic conditions to deteriorate and 
brought the French Revolution nearer. 

(7) Responsibility of Queen Marie Antoinette—Q ueen Marie An¬ 
toinette was the daughter of Maria Theresa, the Empress of Austria. She 
was beautiful and gracious but was very proud, wilful and impatient. 
She lacked wisdom and power of judgement.* She could not understand 
the spirit of times. She dominated her husband, and interfered in the 
affairs of the state'.and government. Her influence proved harmful 
for herself, for the king and France. She was extravagant and pleasure- 
loving. Her luxuries depleted the treasury and led to economic decline^ 
She was encircled by a group of selfish and greedy persons She was 
responsible for the humiliation of France in the ‘Seven Years’ War * 
So she was hated by the people. Grant and Temprelcy say— 

‘‘His wfe, Marie Antoinette , was an Austrian princess , the daughter 
cf Maria Theresa a kind-hearted , brilliant and really beautiful woman. 
Her Austrian origin was disastrous both to herself and her husband. It 
made her unpopular in the country. when France again came into 
antagonism with Austria. During the Revolution she was constantly 
denounced as ‘ The Austrian Woman." 

(8) Expensive Monarchy —The king* of France were pleasure- 
loving and extravagant^ Louis XIV lived in grand palace at 
Versailles at a distance of 12 miles from France. It was built at a 
cost of 11 crores of rupees. King’s court consisted of 18,000 persons. 

11 was composed of 16,000 servants and 2,000 courtiers. The kings 
regarded the national income as their personal income. The revenue 
of the state was squandered on the luxurious life of the kings, 

\ queens and their courtiers. There were 1000 horses and 20u 
carriages in the royal stable. The total expenditure on the king s 
f court amounted to Rs. 12 crores a year. This huge expenditure 
resulted in the bankruptcy of France and the national debt 
' increased beyond limits. It was said, “The court is the tomb of the 
nation .” The luxuries of the court wore a heavy drain on the 
finances of the state and the kings never thought of cutting down 
their expenditure. ) The only way to collect moiley was to tax the 
privileged class. But the nobles and tha clergy were exempt from 
taxes. The king did not like to invite the opposition of this class by 
taxing them. Able men like Turgot aid Necker took steps to 
improve the finances of the state but they were dismissed. Hazen h is 
rightly said. “At that time , instead of matching expenditure according 
to the income , the income was devised with a view to the expenditure oj 

the Crown." 

(9) Absence of any Representative Body— There was no represen¬ 
tative body in France like the British Parliament to make laws, to 
raise taxes and to express the public opinion. In the absence of such 
a body the king could not judge the temper and views of people 
properly There was an institution called the States-General. But it 


was not a representative body of the people. It was dominated by the 
nobles and the clergy. Instead of solving problems, it complicated 
them. Moreover it had not been summoned since lol4. 

2. Social Causes—Another important cause of the^ Fre °^ 
Revolution was the defective organisation of the society. There wa 
social inequality in France. The society in France consisted °t three 
classes-the nobles, the clergy and the commons. The first two 

classes enjoyed special privileges and led a happy life. Th e X * orD ?.. 
1% of the whole population but owned 40% of the national wealth. 
They were exempt from the taxes. The third class was the unprivilege 
class. They were crushed under the burden of heavy taxation. They 
led a miserable life. It has bten rightly said— 


“The Revolution o/1789 was much less a rebellion against despotism 
than a rebellion against inequality" 

There was a French maxim which says, “The nobles fight , the 
clergy pray t the peoile pay." 


(1) The Clergy —The church formed a state within a state. It 
had great influence on the people. One fifth of the land was the 
property of the church. It derived large income from tithes, religious 



The Three privileged Classes of France 

{The King , the Nobility and the Clergy) 

courts and gifts etc. There was inequality and favouritism in church. 
The ambitious sons of the nobles joined the religious order. The \ 
higher clergy monopolised high offices in the church and were indiffe¬ 
rent to their spiritual duties. They led a luxurious life*. The corrup¬ 
tion and vices prevailing among them bad degenerated their morale. 
They devoted their time in self-advancement, luxury, singing, danci rg: 


FRENCH REVOLUTION 


&nd conspiracies of the court. The lower clergy performed spii 
duties but they were poorly paid. They led a wretched life and w v 
discontented. They hated the higher clergy for their enormous wealtu 
and gay life. So they joined the revolutionaries. Prof. Salvemini 
says* “ The dissensions between the higher and lower ranks of the clergy 
was one of the most potent causes leading to the early victories of the 
Revolution .” 

(2) The Nobles —The nobles also belonged to the privileged class 
and enjoyed special rights./ They had large estates and large castles.. 
They owned 1/4 of the land of France. v They lived in a grand 
style but were free from all taxes./ They monopolised all the impor¬ 
tant posts in army and church.. They were not required to perform 
any service to the state. They could levy taxes on the’ peasants living 
on their estates and had exclusive hunting, .shooting and fishing rights.* 
They could establish flour-mills, ovens, slaughter-houses and 
breweries. The farmers had to pay if they used them. Their pets and 
cattle freely grazed and spoiled the crops. The peasants could not 
lodge any complaint against them> They decided the disputes among 
the peasants and imposed fines on them/ They were hated by the 
common people. 

(3) The Commons —This unprivileged class comprised of the 
peasants in villages, workers in cities and the people belonging to mid¬ 
dle class such as government servants, lawyers, teachers, physicians, 
writers, literaryraen, merchants, industrialists, artists etc. The middle 
class possessed both the wealth and intellect. They lent money to the 
nobles and the government and the burden of taxes mostly fell on 
them. The deteriorating economic condition aod the bankruptcy 
of the^ state seriously affected them. ^The ideas of the French 
Philosophers had great influence on them.r They were the pioneers and 
the leaders of the Revolution. 

The condition of the workers and peasants was deplorable. 
They were crushed under the burden of heavy taxation^ The labourers 
had to work hard but their pay was very small., They were totally at 
the mercy of the rich middle class which controlled industry and 
trade. The peasants were also worse off. i They had to pay taxes 
to the government, the nobles and the church, They paid land 'tax, 
income tax and salt tax to the -government/ They'were subjected to 
forced labour because-it was their duty to make and repair roads. 
.They had to work free on the land of the nobles three days a week. 
'They had to pay for using the flour-mills, ovens and breweries of 
the nobles of their estates. Their crops were trampled by the noble's 
hunting party. They had no right to erect fences around their fields 
to shut out the game. They-paid tithe to the. church. 81 % of their 
income went to the state, nobles and the church in form of various 
taxes. They could hardly keep their body and soul together with the 
rest of 19% of their income. They had to live on grass and roots 
and thousands of them died of starvation. 1 The commons were tired 
of this sorry state of affair, racial inequality and injustice. They 
girded up their loins to eradicate such a corrupt rule. Napoleon 


used to say, “ The French Revolution was a general mass movement 
of the nation against the privileged classes .” 

3. Economic Causes—The condition of the national finance 
was very"CTfticat The economic factor precipitated the Revolution. 
It has been rightly said, “The Revolution precipitated by economic 
factor and the train which had been laid by philosophy was fixed by 
finance. The fiscal causes lay at the root of the Revolution .** 

(1) Heavy National Debt—The French government was heavily 
under debt. It was without crtdit and the treasury was empty** A 
large portion of the national income was spent by the king and his 
courtiers in leading a luxurious lifeNo doubt Louis XIV was an 
able and kind hearted king but he spent 30 crores of rupees in build¬ 
ing a grand palace at Versailles. Rupees 12 crores were annually 
spent over the up keep of this palace. \He took part in many wars and 
.the result was that the national debt increased beyond limit* Much 
against the wishes of his father, Louis XV took part in the war of 
Austrian and Polish successions. It took the country on the verge of 
bankruptcy. n Half of the national income was spent in paying the 
interest on national debt y Louis XVI squandered national wealth 
on mal-administration, on courtiers and in War of American Indepen¬ 
dence. v The financial crisis was deepened further. Turgot and 
Necker tried to improve the financial condition of France by introdur 
cing reform but the king opposed them as he was under the unduei. 
influence of his queen and courtiers and dismissed theny Ketelbey 
remarks— 

“Fundamentally Turgot and Nccker failed not from their own 
incidental demerits , but because of the character of the king and the 
strength of the opposing interests. Had the king supported them firmly , 
some measure of success would have fallen to them and when in May 
1776 he dismissed Turgot , the Revolution became inevitable 

The economic policy of the French Government was faulty , 
Instead of adjusting the expenditure to the national income, the in¬ 
come was devised with a view to the expenditure of the crown. The 
national debt rose to eight crore dollars. In order to replenish the 
empty treasury, Louis XVI summoned the council of eminent citizens 
and put before them the proposal of taxing the privileged order but 
it was opposed by them and the proposal fell through for want of 
support. ^The financial condition of France grew from bad to worse 
and it created great discontentment among the people. 

(2) Defective System of Taxation—The system of taxation in France 
was highly defective. The nobles ( and the higher clergy owned 40% 
of the national wealth but they were exempt from taxation and the 
burden of taxation fell on the common people/ The rich who could 
support the state paid the least, while the poor were being crushed 
under the weight of taxation. The system of collecting taxes was 
also full of defects^ The taxes were not collected by government 
officials. The government sold the right of tax-collection to private 
individuals called ‘Farmers'. These Farmers exacted as much as was 
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possible from the people and heaped unlimited atrocities on them. 
They never deposited the whole amount collected by them in the trea- 
Tury “ This inequality in taxation, the defective system of tax-collect on 
and its oppressiveness was one of the most decisive causes of the 

Revolution 


4. Psychological Causes— 

m influence of the French Philosophers-The French Revolution 

was priced^ by ime bcfual Revolution. The French Philosopher- 
iFTh th* npnnle France had degenerated politically, socially 
“SS™i,r P «e.r'pSo S op«r, attacked the Catch, the = 

“te°s ld au£l“e ipS privluifn of'chcTKie. aad the c!er t v an, 

new Todal and political ideas. Montesquieu. Voltaire and Roussea, 
we're most prominent of the French philosophers and writers. 

Montesquieu was a famous judge and writer. He was great!, 
influenced by the “ 

Kings He believed in constitutional monarchy and supremacy c 
W He was supporter of individual liberty. He expounded h 

SticaTtbSics Su ./^ ht 

tj”“c'h”!d'j S p’™'"-. * »««r™ id-ii'i* 1 a " d P oli,ical “" dt “ whl ‘ 

enabled 18th century revolutionary theories to prosper/) 

awakened the people of France. 

Rousseau was the most eminent writer and philosophe^ of^th 

time. He propounded his politic® 1 ' d ^ everywhere he is 

Contract \ He used to say, ^ an n L / d * u v the authority 

chains. Man is infallible and all wr0 *f H or ^ c hed democra 
It became a slogan for the revolutionarie . P je He sa 

ideas and was in favour of the sovereign y ^only by th 

*‘The v’opie are the real sovereign and g nstitutic 

Z&r* wan,ed » ol ir“ ,»i“ d . p .; p * d c*“ - 

and believed in new social set-up. H -aaed the people 

background for the Revolution and his ideas encour g ^. |v p rema 

revolt against the established mo !\ ar ?^* . no French Revolution 

«d, “But for Rousseau there would have been no tren 


Rousseau appealed to the people io the following words— 

“Sweep away , therefore . all the fabrics of society, the world of 
ugly want and insolent riches , civilization . the oppression miscalled 
order, the error miscalled knowledge. Level its inequalities , rapudiate 
its learnings , its functions and shatter its chains 

These philosophers roused the people from their deep sleep and 

,n ‘ he t m the fee ! ln « s of liberty, equality and fraternity. It 

fnen MV V0 Ut i 0llary Spmt and P rovoked them to root out social 
inequalities and set up a constitutional form of government But 

r W esnon U sibk a fo°r ne |he V g m ,T d that 0n ‘ y these P^losophers were not 
responsible for the Vevolutionary trend though their contributions 

nea f er ’ • Pro J' Mukerjee has summed up the contribution of 
the.e philosophers in the following words— 

of 10 describe the Frencl > Revolution to the Influence 

which the no, h ff € 7“ erS , 7 he manifold ilIs and anomalies from 

7t. a L su & ered ' cou pled with the mistakes of the government 

facto,f n 1h77e h v e rT ,r0P r he writers W !rla“r 

‘hy political abuseZhe F u Vf' P 7 pared b * socM grievances and 

, s ' ‘ he French Philosophers flung, broadcast the seed of 

IS*. 

venge\heTEfn'?hA mm ’ C v War . Jf ,nd 'P™dence ~In order to 

i.t: r sx 

as £& 

e revolution. Tney brought home to the people ofFra^thaM, is 

flficult to put an end to despotic rule and privileges of the hivh nrH 
tthout taking recourse to revolutionary J L high order 

Htis War of American Independence became anly^ener w^hTnaZ' 
Etrope and tn particular gave leaders to the FrLTZXio7 

d a^evSStlc 0 /o?^^ y "Ts of "the c % ‘T 

* -EJSS 

courtiers and the rich Tevelkd m th^r nffcni the king, 

^ple gathered in Paris and from there 'IL“ " S ' 0[ ! S -, The hungry 
ig’s palace at Versailles. They besieeed th^ n ’ arched towards the 

g and the queen to come to Paris and kent them** f ° rCed 7° 

IS severe famine and the arrest of the kin* 10 their custod y- 

linning of the Revolution which took a sph! qUeen marked the 
:ime. k a serious tu ™ with the passage 
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6. Immediate Causes—The weak finances of France was t 1 
immediate cause of the Revolution. Extravagance of the kings ai 
his courtiers and the wars resulted in the financial crisis. The nation 
debt increased and France was on the verge of bankruptcy. In ord 
to improve the economic condition of the country Louis XVI called t 
Council of the eminent French citizens and placed before them the ref 
lution of taxing the privileged class. Most of the members of Coun 
were against this proposal and decided - that only the State’s Genei 
was competent to impose new taxes'. Financial crisis compelled t 
king to summon the States General in 1789. It was an assembly 
Three Estates, the nobles, the clergy and the commoners. The sum: 
oning of the States General brought about the Revolution and Com 
oners, whose strength in the newly constituted States General v 
great, became the torch-bearer of the Revolution Robertson says 

“ The very mention of the States General was enough to see 
French ablaze... It was as if a fraudulent fi.m unable to meet its liabilit 
had been forced , at last y to lay its affairs before a meeting of 
creditors 


POINTS TO REMEM3ER 

The Causes of the French Revolution 

1, Political Causes —(1) Arbitrary Rule (2) Inefficient administration. 
Maladministration of justice, (4) Policy of over-centralization, (5) W 
Monarchy, (6) Weakness of Louis XVI, (7) Responsibility of Queen M 
Antoinette, (8) Expensive Monarchy, ( 9 ) Absence of any representative bod; 

2 Social Causes —(1) The condition of the nobles, (2) The condition 
the clerpv, (3) The condition of the commoners. 

3- Economic Causes —(1) Heavy National debt, ( 2 ) Defective system 
taxation. 

4. Psychological Causes— (1) Influence of the French Philosophers, (2) 
influence of the American War of Independence. 

5. Severe Famine of 1788— This famine added to the miseries of the people 1 

forced them to revolt. < 

6. Immediate Cause —In order to remove the financial crisis, the king sui 
oneed the States General which marked ih A beginning of the Revolution. 

Responsibility of the French Monarchy in bringing 

about the Revolution 

Q. Give an account of the role of Louis XVI, Queen Mu 
Antoinette, Prince Count Dc p rovence and Prince Count De Arte 
in the early stages of the French Revolution. 

Or 

How far can the character of Louis XVI and oilier members of 
royal family bi held responsible for ihe Revolution of France ? 

Ans. I. Louis XVI—He ascended the throne in 1774 at the 
of 20. He had no experience in the art of government and was 
at all interested in the state affairs. 


» 
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He was a man of good intention and high character. He 
/as generous, honest and had the welfare of the people at heart. He 
'as in favour of reforms but he was lazy and stupid. He was a man 
f unstable and fickle nature. He lacked fore-sight. Hazen says— 

“He was good , well intentioned he had a high standard of morality 
nd duty , a prime defire to serve his people. But his mind lacked all 
istinction , his education had been poor , his processes of thought were 
esitating , slow and uncertain 



Louis XVI 

He was kind and generous but he was wea* and feeble. He lacked 
: qualities of a leader. He was not farsighted and could not foresee 
: coming danger and prepare himself accordingly. He could not 
derstand the people around him He wanted to introduce certain 
orms but he could n *t do so on account of the undue influence of 
nobles and his queen. Ketclb.'y says— 

“ The influence of the queen tossed him hither and thither." 

He failed to give a practical shape to his ideas and make his position 
ong. He disrvssed able persons like Turgot and Necker and flouted 
reforms devised by them. His credulous nature proved harmful to 
a as well as to the state. He could not mould himself and act accord- 
to the situation which req • ed change. 
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He was easy-going and pleasure loving. He spent ' a 
luxurious life with his courtiers in his beautiful mansions and paid nc 
heed to administrative matters. He squandered the wealth of nation ir 



frivolities and wars. He was 
France and brought her on thf 
He lacked tact and foreiiU 
to the circumstances. He sun 
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efinite programme and plan to place before it. He became puppet in 
ie hands of selfish flatterers who surrounded him and rejected the 
ivolutionary but useful proposals and thus created thorns for himself, 
e tried to escape to Austria but he was unsuccessful in this venture, 
e was caught and imprisoned and tried. He was declared a traitor and 
it to death on January 21, 1793. At the time of his death, he said, 

“ Citizens , / die innocent so that you may live in peace and 
\ppiness". 

2. Qu.en Mari- Antoinette—She was the daughter of 
aria Theresa, the Empress of Austria. She was the queen of 
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and initiative. But she was proud^ilful an^° WCr qU4ck decision 
the power of judgment She ™ w * f «®P*‘»ent. She lacked 
time and the temp”ramentof . understand the spirit of the 

helped the king in solring the knottv^nfihi 0 Fr * nce * She could have 
do so. She had great^ ilfluen^ over ^ **«e never cared to 

S£r b - “■ M “'"“ w!r£« ,s*:r.w, d s 

p~pS' s T^ d ,r?; r r» u ;;r; ! “’r d H'^ « ,r *" ° r 

nation like anything. France was farl™ fi ^ ', he WCalth of the 
continued making fabulous nurrhao* fac i ng . . fina ncial crisis but she 

friends. She wfs re^onsPble for the COSt ' y prCSen,s <° her 

Turgot and Necker. The «su,t was h„ T'" 0 " ? f the "forms of 
of France. They called her th^ ' p 8S hated by the People 
* Madame Veto' etc. Hazen says— natne °f ‘Austrian fVoman' or 

henefitted by existing*’abuses*and 'who'^ group °f Speedy people who 

influence over ta{tof*p^Sl JJSoUfrof’bJS' ’mISSi •SSL™*" 
of ruinbThe/wUeT* ^ beautiful as she was < she completed the work 
brother h | Provence—He was the brother of Louis XVI Like his 

lut^monarchy 0 D ‘ V, " C Right Theory °f Kings and ab so- 

and fbresieht W-h h incompetent and lacked common s-nse 

Instead of had "° u eXp ! nence of 1,fe and ‘he art of governmen t 
foolishness and stunid h t S br °H her ’ he °? u * t, P |ie d his difficulties b x his 
about the fall of SxVI 1 r « vo, . utio “«.es and brought 

took asylum H^riw F«^ 

hmg as Louis XVIII after the fall of Napoleon. au,ocra " c 

XVI (4 ^h» C T" / De ^ rto,se He was the youngest brother of Louis 

Sd the tK of K e hiS e, ? er bro,herS - H^>“o 

deadly oonoird t n Theory of Kings and absolutism. He was 

land during ?he Re Z r’ Sp,rit , He ‘°°* shelter in Rhme- 

invading France but L aiH ° r S amsed an army and thought of 

death of Count d . not In his designs. After the 

Charles X. His ruled , France from 1824 to 1830 as 

1830. P t c and arbitrary rule led to another Revolution in 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

•aod cr^uWb*welwSS^M ****.*« ^government, benevolent, generous 

w aJc » fee We, fickle, stupid and lazy ; could not introduce reforms 
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due to the undue influence of his queen, dismissed his able ministers like Turgot 
and Necker, his luxurious life led to financial crisis ; could not place any plan 
before States-General ; put to death on January 21, 1783. 

2 Queen Marie Antoinette—Daughter of Maria Theresa of Austria and 
Queen of Louis XVI ; beautiful, gracious, cultured but proud and wilful ; dominated 
the king ; opposed all reforms ; squandered the national wealth ; hated by the 

people. 

3. Count De Prorence—Brother of Louis XVI ; Incompetent and unexper¬ 
ienced ; believed in absolute monarchy ; Ruled France upto 1824 as Louis XVIIL 
after the overthrow of Napoleon. 

4. Counte De Artoise—Youngest brother of Louis XVI ; the most incom¬ 
petent ruler ; upheld absolurism ; against revolutionary spirit ; ruled France from 
1824 to 1830 as Charles X ; his rule brought about the Revolution of 1830. 

University and other Important G'uestions 

1. How far was the French Monarchy responsible fot the French 
Revolution ? 

2. How far is it correct to say that the fiscal causes lay at the 
root of French Revolution ? 

3. What was the influence of the French Philosophers in bringing 
about the French Revolution ? 

4. Outline main defects of Ancient Regime in France. Did they 
make the outbreak of the Revolution inevitable ? 

(P.U. 1567, 69 ; D. U. 61 ; Agra M.A. 1963) 

5. Discuss briefly the causes of the French Revolution. 

(P. U. 1968) 

6. “The French Revolution attacked privileges, r.ot property.” 
Discuss. 

7. “The causes of the French Revolution were mainly political.” 

Elucidate this statement. (Agra B. A. 1967) 

8. What were the social and political evils prevalent in Pre- 

Revolution France ? (Pb. B.A. 1970) 

9. Explain the causes and origins of the French Revolution. 

(Pb. B.A. 1971) 

10. What were the social, economic and political causes of the 

Revolution of 1789 ? (Pb. M.A. 1971) 

11. What circumstances made France the centre of Revolution in 

1789 ? (Delhi B.A. 1972) 

12. “The Revolution (of 1789) was the outcome of realities, but 

it cannot be denied that without the help of Enlightenment it 
could not have arisen.” Discuss. (Pb. M.A. 1972)- 
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THE F RENCH 
FALL OF BASTILLE 

_ J7 , ; Give an ?“ ount of t!l - circumstances leading to the fall of 
Bastille. What were its consequences ? 

A aS :~V? e po ' itical - soc 'al and economic condition of France 
was deplorable at the time of accession of Louis XVI. His wars a^d 

extravagances increased the national debt and France was on th» verge 

°f nofahlT^ P As the a nant,al Crisis deep ="^ d he called the assembly 
of notables in France and proposed to impose new taxes on the high 

°u d ^ r c SSera ^' y d;c,deJ ^at the imposition of new tax-s wfs 
the right of States-Generai. was 

(1) Meeting of the States-Generai-The king summoned th, 
States-Generai on May 5, 1789 after 175 years. It was almofr*d ^ 
institution. It was composed of the representatives of three orders 
the clergy, the nobles and the commons. Each of the three orders had 
an equal number of representatives and each order voted sen r.V, 

♦ J h0 IT'nTU* thlt * he Cler8y and the Dobles had the cp^erhand and 

decided all the matters as they liked. na and 

At the time of its meeting on May 5 1789 th? p 

consisted of 1200 delegates The commons’had 600 re/rese„imit" 6 in 
»• ln accordance with the orders of the king they oren^r^ 
on the condition of the areas they represented^The/ forw arde d 
recommendanons also. These reports were called ‘Cable™ ™ d h 

There arose a dispute between the representatives of the ,h 
orders as to the composition of the States-Generai The tfle tbree 
of the commons held that it was not a feuda^ assemhll ' 3 " ves 

seated the whole nation. They demanded fiat thf^hr S 
to meet as a single chamber mwh.Teach indiv 5ua shouM^ WerB 
vote. The clergy and the nobles resisted this demand tI tv a 
Es r ate took a momentous decision and declared itself to he the w 

and ac, for the whole nation, ^ 

2. Tennis-Court Oath—Under the undue influence a 
of the high order, the king tried to oppose the Dror-edH? pre * su L re 
ffhird Estate and posted German and P Swiss sokhers in P 8S • ° f the 
Versailles to suppress them. He deposed Necker and exiled P |f- nS 

June 20. 1789, the members of the Third E^ate triedAoass'mble^n 
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Court Oath. They took the o ith that thev would not 
the Constitution of kingdom was estahkshed. 


Tha nrpniti<j nf the States-(je»crai 
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r The Royal Session, Jnne 23—The Royal Session was hcU 
June 23 1789 The king declared the acts of the Third Estate as 
illegal and ordered that the meeting of the three estates be held sen! 

Tf e i?h aS H U p! V The Master ofCeremon.es ordered the members of 
the Third Estate to clear the chamber. At this, one of their represen- 
tatives named Mirabeau said — y u 


Go and tell your master that we are here by the will of the peoole 
and that we shall not go except at the point of bayonet.” Forced bv the 
circumstances, the king ordered the three estates to meet together as 
the National Assembly. It was the first victory of' the Commons. 

4. Attack on Bastille, July 14_Under the force of circumstancs 
the king recognised the National Assembly but he wanted to crush it bv 
force. He posted foreign troops for the protection of Paris and 
Versailles and dismissed Necker. This was a fatal mistake of the kina 
for Necker was very popular and the people nad faith in his capacitv to 
solve the-financial problem.- The king’s action led to chaos and anarchy 
and infuriated the people. The mob assembled in Paris. A journalist 
named Camille Desmoulins excited the people by his fiery speech. The 
enraged mob, thus, stormed a jail called Bastille on July 14, 1 7 g 9 . 

Bastille was a fort in the eastern part of Paris and was used as a prison 
It was a symbol of despotism and the king’s tyranny. The mob attacked 
Bastille and killed its governor and many soldiers. The mob razed 
the fort to ground and freed the prisoners The fall of Bastille was 
the fall of mo.iarchy. It was hailed as a great victory of liberty. 

5. Effects and Significance of the Fall of Bastille—The fall of 
Bastille had great significance in the history of the French Revolution 
and was regarded as a triumph of liberty over absolutism. 

(L) The fall of Bastille had great effect on the king He had to 
bow before the wishes of the public. He removed the foreign troops 
from Paris and Versailles and re-appointed Necker.' F 

(2) A Commune was established in Paris to restore peace and 
order. It was known as Paris Commune. National Guard was 
organised to protect Paris. Lafayette was made its president. Old 
officers were replaced by new ajics.. Communes were set up at other 
places also. The king recogm"d this re-organisation and the new • 
institutions. It reduced the authority of the king. Louis XVI wore 
a Ticoloured national cockade, roamed about the- streets * of Paris 
and praised' Lafayette, his city administration and his commendable 
work. This action on the part of the king went a long way in 
establishing peace in Paris. 

(3)- The peasants rose against the feudal lords. They mide up 
their minds to exterminate feudalism from France. The vegabonds 
and bad characters joined them They started loot and arson They 
began to destroy their forts. Unpopular officers and tax-collector-* 
were imprisoned and killed The peasan-s refused to pay taxes and 
customary services. Many feudal lords and nobles were put to death. 
Many of them fled to foreign lands to save their lives. All the traces 
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of arbitrary rale, despotism and relics of feudalism were smashed. 
The social inequality was removed. All class distinctions were put 
to an end and the principle of Equality formed the basis of state and 
society. In short, the overthrow of the old regime was completed. 

(4' Like the fedual landlords, the clergymen also stopped exacting 
gifts and tithe from the people. 



(5) The workers and labourers also followed th#» * T 

to save themselves from the clutches of the capita .sts hev 'n " ° rde J 

vartous Msembl.es. They abolished harmful la wsofTrl H?O’ r £f n lsed 
refused to pay illegal taxes. or 1 rade Guilds aod 
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(6) The king removed the foreign troop* and reappointed 
Necker also. The nobles and the clergy surrendered their rights and 
privileges voluntarily by their declaration of the 4th August, 1789. 
In this way, class distinctions were abolished and the principle of equality 
became the basis of the new state and society. But the king refused 
to give assent to the declaration of the 4th August, 1789 under the 
pressure from his queen and courtiers. The people became suspicious 
of the king's intentions. It was also rumoured that the king wanted to 
suppress the people with the help of army and, that he had collected 
the corn in godowns to starve the people. This led to a fierce rev ° l t* 
On 5th October, 1789, a large number of suffering women, marched 
towards Versailles raising the slogan, “Bread, Bread'*. 


This incident is known as “ Bread March". They besieged the 
palace of Versailles and forced the king and the queen to accompany 
them to Paris. They said, "We have the Baker and Baker s wife and 
the little cook-boy, now we shall have bread" The King now lived in 
the palace of Tuileries in Paris. The members of the National 
Assembly also moved to Paris. Both the king and the members of the 

Assembly were almost like prisoner* of tha people. The monarchical 

powers and sovereignity of the king had come to an end. Hazen 


says — 

“The king and the Assembly were now under the daily supervision 
<of the people of Paris , in reality they were prisoners .” 

The fall of Bastille gave a severe blow to the king’s despotic 
powers and the social inequalities. Its importance has been summed 
up by Godwin in the following words — 

"No other single event In the Revolution, had so many-sided or far - 
a results as the fair the Batille* It marked the end of royal 
despotism in France, competed the transfer of Political 
national legislature , and by encouraging the peasants to revolt, it paved 
the way for the fall of feudalism. The fall of the fortress was widely 
acclaimed as heralding a new birth of liberty , not only m France but 

throughout the'world 

About the significance of this incident Prof. Salvemini says- 

**T'/te capture of Bastille aroused great enthusiasm among the liberal 
Minded people throughout the world. The gloomy fortress with its eight 
lowers where so many political prisoners hod languished and from which 
I resolute govrnment cou'd suppress any attempt of rebellion by the 
citizens of Paris seemed a very symbol of old absolutist France All who 
Jiated the past saw in Its fall the new inevitable triumph of liberty. 


POINTS TO RBMBMBER 

The Fall of Bastille : — 

( .) Summoning of States-Gcneral on May 5, 1789 ; the Third Estate refused 
^ ' to meet separately, formed itself into a National Assembly. 

(2) Tennis-Court Oath to frame new constitution. 
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(3) Royal session of June 23 and king’s declaration 

(4) Attack on Bastille in July 14. 1789. 

(5) Importance of the fall of Bastille—Removal of foreign troops and re¬ 
appointment of Necker ; Establishment of Paris Commune and Nat¬ 
ional Guard to restore peace in Paris; Revolt of peasants against landlords 
and end of their sDecial riehts, privi eecs ; abolition of taxes by the 
clergy ; Labourers rose against the capitalists ; Bread March toVersailles; 
imprisonment of king and Assembly members in Paris and end of 
monarchical powers, despotism and social inequaliry. 

National Assembly of Frauce 

Q. 2. Critically discuss the work of the French National 
Assembly (1789-91) (Important) 

Or 


Make a critical estimate of the National Assembly in France. 
How far is it true to say that it did in a few months what other 
parliaments had taken centuries fco accomplish. (A. U. 1964) 

Or 

Estimate the work and reforms of the National Assembly. To 
what extent did it help the Revolution in France ? 


(A. U. 1952, 60) 

Ans.—The king summoned the States General on May 5, 1789. 
The representatives of the nobles and the clergy refused to work with 
the representatives of the general public. At this, the Third Estate 
changed itself into the National Assembly. The first two Estates were 
left with no alternative but to work jointly with the Third Estate, 
in this way, the formation of National Assembly was completed. It 
is known as the Constituent Assembly for its main job was to frame a 
Constitution for the country. 

The revolution took a terrific turn after the fall of Bastille which 
was the symbol of despotism. Arbitrary powers of the king were pur. 
to an end. The peasants rose against the fedual lords. They were 
looted and killed in large number. Many nobles fled from France 
to save their lives. A committee put up a report on the condition 
ot the country on August 4, 1789. A follower of Lafayette put 
forward his view that social inequality was the root cause of the 
revolution. In order to check this revolt and to remove social inequ¬ 
ality, it was necessary for the nobles to forego their special privileges 
ana rights. He gave up his rights. Then, there was a competition 
among nobles and clergymen to give up their privileges. A resolu¬ 
tion was moved and passed that there should be equality of taxes. 
I he night of August 4 is one of the great dates of the Revolution. 
It marked one of the great milestones in the revolutionary movement 
as it was to determine the character of the period to follow. ' 

VVork of The National Assembly ^ 

A 1 u. Ab ?-i tion ° f the , ri ^ hts °f the Privileged Class—The National 
Assembly did commendable work to put an end to the rights of the 
privileged class. 
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(1) The game laws were repealed and the nobles were deprived or 
their right of hunting and fishing. 

(2) Manorial courts were abolished. 

(3) The brewing of wine, baking of bread and acceptance of 
presents by lords were declared illegal. 

(4) Forced labour and customary services were forbidden. 

(5) Serfs were set free and were exempted from all taxes. 

(6) Titles could noi be sold hence forth. 

(7) The burden of taxation was to be borne by all in accordance 
with their income. 

(8) Land tax was tobe realized according to the rates fixed by the 
National Assembly. 

(9) The clergy was deprived of its right of realizing tithe. 

(lO'i Stipends of village clergymen were ended. 

(11) Every citizen was given the right to hold any civil or military 
post without any distinction^ 

In short, all special privilieges were declared dead and the 
superiority of the Nobility and the Church was razed to the ground. 
We see what men like Turgot and Necker could not accomplish and 
what other legislative assemblies could not achieve in centuries was 
completed by the National Assembly at one sitting of a short duration. 
On the night of 4th August, 1789, it smashed the special rights of 
the privileged classes, cities and provinces and ^equality was established 
as the basis of the new social order. The National Assembly conferred 
upon Louis XVI the title of “ Restorer of French Liberty \ Prof. Godwin 
says — 

ct fn the mounting spirit of patriotic enthusiasm the representatives of 
privileged came forward to propose the admission of all citizens to public 
office and the abolition of feudal jurisdictions, exclusive hunting rights 
and purchase of judicial and other other offices. Ev.n more impressive 
and dramatic according to Demont, who wis an eye-witness of the scene , 
was th? surrender of all munic'pil, corporate and provincial privileges 
proposed by the representatives from Dauphine. The proceedings closed 
with Royal address to the king , conferring on him the title of the ‘Restorer 
of French Liberty *' 

2. Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen—The Decla¬ 
ration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen was an other important 
work of the Nation.il Assembly. It was based on the philosophical 
ideas of Rousseau and constitutional laws of England and U.S.A, The 
National Assembly declared the following Rights of Man and the 
Citizen : — 

(1) All men are born free and have equal rights. 

(2) All persons are equal in the eyes of law. 



COURSE OF THE FRENCH REVOULTION 



(3) All individuals have the liberty to do whatever they like 
provided they do not injure other people. 

(4) All persons have the right to make a speech, to wiite articles 
and express their views. 

(5) Everyone has a right to own private property. 

©;) Law is the expression of the people. All citizens have the •#> 
right to take part in the formation of the laws individually 
and through their, representatives. 

(7) No one shall be accused, arrested or imprisoned and penalised 
till the charges against him are proved. 

(8) All the citizens will enjoy religious freedom. 

(9) The people have the right to control ‘he finances of the state 
through tbeii representatives. 

(10) All officials of the $tate are responsible to the people. 

(11) Everyone has the right to help the government in event 
of crisis. 

Importance of the Declaration —The Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen was a great landmark not only in the history of 
France but also of the world and in the history of the development of 
democracy. This manifesto swept away the principles of the old 
regime and laid the foundation of a new politcal and social order on 
the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity. It has been righly said, y 

"The declaration is most remarkable , in fact , in the histoy of the 
growth of democratic and republican ideas in France and is the gospel 
of modern times." 

(1) The declaration placed before the people the ideals of liberty 

so that they may protect them. 

(2) It was a manifesto of the general principles on which the 
National Assembly hoped to reform the system of government in 
France. 

(3) Efforts were made to set up a new political and social order 
in France based on the ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity incorp¬ 
orated in this manifesto. 

(4) This statement was intended to be of universal application. 

It was drawn up not only for the people of France but for the benefit 
of whole human race. It was hoped that the people of bther countries 
would frame their constitution keeping in view the rights embodied in 
this statement. 

Hazen has summed up its importance in the following > 
words — 

As a matter of fact , the expectations of its author that the declara¬ 
tion would constitute a new angle for the world has not proved an entire 
exaggeration When men wish anywhere to recall the rights of men, it is 
t/us French document that they have in mind . The declaration long ago 
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passed the frontiers of France . It has been studied, copied or denoun , 
everywhere. It has been an Indisputable factor in political and soc 
evolution of the modern world. During the past century , many a nat 
<aspiring to liberty has sought its principles in this French Revolution .” 

Mirabeau has pointed out two great defects in this declarati< 
It put forth before the people their rights but kept them ignor. 
of their duties* Knowledge of duties is of greater importance tl 
that of rights. It roused such hopes in the people that it was diffic 
to fulfil them. The people, anticipated unexpected things from 
National Assembly. These rights were vetfy abstract in nature a 
were so vague that the country had to face great difficulties a 
conflicts in the future. 

3. Making of the New Constitution—The National Asseni 
then assumed the name of the Constituent Assembly and framed a n 
constitution for France in 2 years. It was the first written constitut 
in the history of France. It was based of the principles of separat 
of powers because Montesquieu was of the view that without th 
the liberty of the individual cannot be safeguarded. 

(1)' Execut /ve—The new constitution adopted monarchical form 
'government under which the king was the head of the executive but 
right and powers were limited and instead of being a despot he beca 
the constitutional Jiead of the state. In order to put a check on 
extravagance, his salary was fixed. The king had the right to app< 
and dismiss his ministers but they were not to sit in. the Legisla 
Assembly. He was the incharge of international affairs but he could 
wage war or make treaty without^the consent of the Legislative Ass. 
bly. He was the chief of naval and land forces. He had the righ 
•make appointments of high officials. His assent was necessary for 
the measures passed by the Legislative Assembly but he could 
refuse assent. He was given the power of suspensive veto by which 
couid only postpone temporarily the execution of an Act of 
legislature. King’s control over the administration was nominal 
he became the constitutional head. 

# (2) _ Legislature —The legislative powers were vested in 
Legislative Assembly. It had only one chamber whose 745 mem 
were to be chosen by indirect election for 2 years. Only those 
2 ens who paid to the state their three days income as taxes, had 
right to vote. This condition reduced the number of voters. 

(3) Judicfary —Significant changes were introduced in thej 
cial system. The post of a judge could not be bought now. In fut 
the judges were to be felected and their terms varied from 2 to 4 ye 
Jury system was introduced in criminal cases. A court Was establis 
in each province. A Supreme-Court was set up in Paris to 1 
appeals against the decisions of the provincial courts. The penal c 
was not severe now. The inhuman punishments were abolished, 
death sentence was awarded in very few cases. 
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(4) The Administrative System —The administrative system was 
organised and a uniform system of administration was set-up all 
er the country. The old provinces were abolished. The whole 
untrv was now divided into 83 Departments. Provincial councils 
;re set-up for the administration of Department^. The Departments 
ire divided into Cantons which were further divided into Communes. 
ieir administration was in the hands of elected councils, f Provision 
is made for the local courts which were to have judges elected by 
e people. Great stress was laid on decentralization in the new set-up- 
d the control of the central government over departments was 
•minal. 

(5) Financial Reforms — The treasury was empty and there was 
deep financial crisis in France. Many reforms were introduced to 
:kle the economic and financial problems. The property of the 
urch was confiscated and it was declared as nation’ll property, 
iking it as security, paper currency was introduced in France and it 
me to be known as Assignats. Printing of Assignats in large number 
d the rise in pi ices led to inflation. Tne result was that this reform 
i not work well and later on paper currency was abandoned during 
e regime of Directory. 

(6) Reorganisation of the Administration of the Church — Tffe 
.ministration of the church was completely reorganised. A new 
nstitution for the church was framed and it was called the ‘Civil 
institution of the Clergy’. According to new constitution, the prop- 
rty of the church became the national property. The number of 
masteries in the provinces was reduced. Now a province was to 
ve only one monastery. The Bishops and priests were to be elected 
the neople. The King and the Pope had no right to nominate them. 

ley were paid by the state. They had to take an oath of allegiance 
this new constitution. The independent entity of the church was 
olished and it came under the strict control of the state. !♦ became 
5art of the state. Pope and many Bishops and priests opposed this 
nstitution, resigned their posts and left France. The French 
tholics were also not in favour of this measure and the revolution- 
ies lost their sympathy. 

After completing the work of formulating the new constitution, 
e National Assembly dissolved itself on September 30, 1794. It 
barred its members from taking part in the Legislative Assembly. This- 
is a grave blunder because this ‘elf-denying ordinance deprived the 
gisiative Assembly of the service of the best men in the country, 
azen has expressed his opinion about the new constitution in the 
flowing words — 

"The constitution of 1791 represented an improvement in French 
xernment , yet it did not work well and did not last long. As a first 
pertinent in the art of self-government it h id its value but it revealed 
'experience and poor judgement in several points which prepared trouble 
r the future 
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^4. Criticism of the Work of the National Assembly -Some critics 
have severely criticised the work of the National Assembly and the 
constitution framed by it\ They are of the view that it paved the way 
for the mob-rule and expounded many dangerous theories. Its main 
defects were as under : — 

(1) By reducing the powers of the king, the National Assembly 
weakened the execuctive to such an extent that it became difficult to run 
the administration. 

(2) It was a mistake to separate the Legislature from the Executive. 
The co-operation between the Legislative Assembly and the ministers 
was absent. It led to differences and conflicts between them. Decent¬ 
ralisation in administration reduced the efficiency of the government. 


(3) Conditions for voting were very strict Very few people had 
the right to vote. Li . ited franchise further reduced the number of 
voters. It was quite contrary to xhe principle of equality on which 
great stress was Jaid in the ‘Declaration of the Rights of Man.’ 

(4) System of Election of Judges also did not prove satisfactory. 

f5) The Natjonal Assembly totally failed to solve the financial 
problem . Paper currency also failed very badly. Instead of solving 
the financial problem, it deepened the financial crisis. It has been 
rightly said, 11 The issuing of Assignats tackled the financial problem for 
the time beings but otherwise issuing of Assignats was one of the sorriest 
chapters of the French Revolution .” 


(6) “The Civil Constitution of the Clergy* 9 was the greatest draw¬ 
back of the new constitution. It led to division in the church. The 
Clergymen were divided into two groups. The lower clergy which 
supported the revolution in the* beginning, became its sworn enemy. 
This division gave a severe blow to national unity and created a rift 
between the church and the state. 

(7) Its ‘self-denying* ordinance banned its membt :s from seeking 
election to the Legislative Assembly and thus deprived the country of 
the services of experienced and eminent persons „ 


Criticising the work of the National Assembly, Mirabeau says : — 

“The disorganisation of the kingdom could not have been better 
planned .” v / 

5. Work And Achievements of the National Assembly— There is 
no doubt that the new constitution had some defects. However, some 
of the work of the National Assembly remained permanent and proved 
to bfi-a-source of inspiration for the peopl? of the whole world. 

(1) The National Assembly uprooted totally~the olT~reg ; .me in 
France and the reins of the government came to the hands ot the 
general public and the upper class lost control over the government. 

(2) It abolished unlimited monarchy and established constitutional' 
government. 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 
Work of The National Assembly : — 

Abolition of the Rights of the privileged class. 

freedom C ancfequa 1 ity. ° f Man ^ ** Citizen laid stress on 

the new adrninistrative C sy^te , m 1 ^ l0 ^aIfc Ce ^ at * V f^ , ,egis,at J Jre » and Judiciary • 

the administration of the chu”h. rcf ° rmS * and re-organisatio^of 

legislature deduced the 6 ^efficiency 6 of CUt ffie * a^ Pmti ° n °? exccutive and 
election of judges * failure to solvp fi™ .government; limited franchise, 
self-denying ordinance! S ° Ive financ,al prob,cra : ^ism in church; 

Its Achievements—Uprooted old regime - establishment . 

government and a simple and efficient* ? f . constitutional 
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Failure of the Constitution of 1 791 

Q* Why did the Constitution of 1791 prove so short-lived 7 

Or 

Account for the failure of the Constitution of 1791. 

, A «“-—The National Assembly took a progressive measure bv 

abolishing the old regime and formulating new constitution for th 
country. But the constitution framed by it did not work well fnr 
long time. It proved short-lived due to the following reasons a 

1 Members of the National Assembly, lacked Constitntional 

Experience—There is no denying the tact that the members of the 
constituent Assembly were patriotic, wise and intelligent. They wanted 
to abolish old despotic rules and smash the special rights and privileges 
of the high order and set up a cortstitutional form of government and 
re-organise society on the principles of the fr edom and equality Thev 
framed the new constitution keeping in view the welfare of the neonle 
but they lacked constitutional knowledge and were inexperienced in the 
art of administration. So, while formulating the constitution thev 
committed many mistakes and thus there remained many defects in it 
Hence, the new constitution proved unsuccessful and short-lived. 

2. Limited Powers of the King-r-The new constitution limited 
the powers of the king and weakened the executive so much so that it 
became difficult for him to run the administration efficiently. The king 
was the head of the executive and had the right to make the appoint¬ 
ments of high officials but could hot check the enactment of laws and 
could not wage wars or make treaties without the consent of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly. His power of suspensive veto also proved ineffective. 

3. Separation between Executive and the Legislature —The 
members of the Constituent Assembly were so impressed by the 
Theory of Separation of Power propounded by Montesquieu that they 
made the Legislature independent of the Executive and thus impaired 
the efficiency of the administration. The ministers were not the mem¬ 
bers of the Legislative Assembly. They could not sit in the Legislative 
Assembly and explain their policies. There was none to support their 
ideas and policies in the legislature. Lack of -o-operation and co¬ 
ordination between the two gave rise to suspicion, and difference bet¬ 
ween the two organs of the governments. The result was that the 
administration became loose. 

4. Defective Election System—The system of election was also 
very defective. The franchise was limited by property qualifications. 
The commons were deprived of the right to vote and the number of 
the voters was reduced. The system of election of judges also proved 
unsatisfactory and it increased corruption. 

5. Civil Constitution of the Clergy—The civil constitution of the 
clergy introduced the system of election of the Bishops and priests and 
the church was made a part of the state. Now the Protestants and the 
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Jews could take part in the election of Catholic officials of the church. 
It hit the religious sentiments of the people. The clergymen had to 
take an oath of allegiance to the constitution. It produced schism ia 
the church. The lower clergy who had supported the revolution 
migrated to other countries. It gave a severe blow to the national 
unity and the new constitution proved unsuccessful. 

6. Self-Denying Ordinance—The Constituent Assembly framed the 
constitution by 30th September, 1791. After that it passed the self- 
denying ordinance by which it debarred its members from fight¬ 
ing election to the Legislative Assembly. This ordinance proved very 
fatal Tt debarred the country of the services of the best and experien¬ 
ced persons of the state-. Such persons who were inexperienced and 
had no practical knowledge of the working of thi government were 
elected as the members of the Legislative Assembly. There were also 
severe differences .among its members Their inexperience and differe¬ 
nces resulted in the failure of the constitution. 


7. Inefficiency of Lauis XVI—Louis XVr was an inefficient and 
incompetent V ins. He lacked foresignt and administrative ability. He 
did not accept the revolutionary changes and was virtually a prisoner 
in the hands of the mob at Paris. After the death of Mirabeau, he 
lost all suoport. . The new constitution crippled his povers and he 
became more or less like a cypher head. He once remarKed — 


“I would rathe r be kb j* of M -tz than remain king of Franc in su-h 
a position, but this will end soon." The king left Pari! with the members 
of the royal tamilv but he was caught on me wav and was brought 
back to Pans King i fight showed that he was forbidden to run "the 
administration of the country. This measure sounded the death-knell 
of the executive and result 'd in the failure of the Constitution. 

8 Austria Attacked France -Leopold II, King of Austria was the 

brother of queen Mane Antoinette. He wanted to help Louik XVI in 
th,s state of helplessness. With the help of Frederick William I the 
Emperor of Prussia, he attacked France and defeated ,he French army 

People of F “> nce fwld Lotus XVI responsible for this defeat 
thinking that he had giver, secrets of the army to tne -nemv On 

17 r n ’ hC V* ,he >** lace of the kin'g At th° 

the Duke of Brunswick, the commander of the Austrian and Prussian 

forces issued declaration in which he threatened lo reduce the citv of 

Pans to ground and inflict ev.re punishment on the people if they 

tried to hurt the king and the members of his family. The declaration 

infuriated the mob and !t attacked the royal palace. The king saved 

his life by taking shelter ,n the Legislative Assembly. The constitution 

was ended on Sept 21 1793. The king was deposed and a ew 

cor.stitupon was framed. 


About the failure of the Constituent Assembly, Hazen remarks - 

"The work of reform carried out by the Constituent Assemblv was on 
enormous scale, immensely more extensive than that of our Federal 
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worked out." S ° on °f the k'ngdom could not be better 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 
Causes of the Failure of the Constitution of 1791 

Members of the National Assembly lacked constitutional knowledge 
Limited powers of the king. 

Separation between executive and.the legislature. 

Election System was defective. 

Civil constitution of the clergy' undermined National Unity. 

Self-denying ordinance Jed to mutual differences 

Louis XVI was incompetent and lacked foresight and tried to leave Fnnct 
fort and was k d e eposed. France ' Louis XVI held responsibl 
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UNIVERSITY AND OTJPIcR IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
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3. 
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4. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 


Give’ a brief account of the storming of the Bastille 
were its consequences ? 

Estimate the work and reforms of the National Assembly 
Mow tar did it help the Revolution in France ? (A. U. I9o0 

Make a critical estimate of .he work of the National Assem 

bly ln France. How far is it true to say that it did in a fey 

months what other parliaments have taken centuries tc 
accomplish ? 

Estimate the work done by National Assembly and explair 
wny it failed to give a stable constitution to France. 

(P. U. 1967,71 

Describe the French constitution of 1791. Why djd it prov. 

so short-lived ? 

Form a critical estimate of the constitution of 1 791. 

Examine critically the work and achievements of the Frencl 


National Convention. 


(Pb. B.A. 1972 
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THE FRENCH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND 
THE FALL OF MONARCHY, 1791-92 


Q i- Give a brief accouat of the French Legislative Assembly 
f 1791-T2 and its various groups. 

Or 

Give an account of the French Legislative Assembly of 1791-92 and 
s work. 

An#.—Election of the members of the Legislative Assembly took 
lace in France according to the const.tution framed by the National 
ssembly and its first session was held on October I 1791 Self 
Miying ordinance of the National Assembly resulted in the election 
raw and inexperienced persons who had no practical knowlede* 
the working of the government. The Legislative Assembly 

!oRe 1 2 * * S * p e ubhca 7 n 4 s 5 ° f Wh ° m 505 were Constitutionalists and 

1. Groups in the French Legislative Assembly-In the very 
;g,nning of the revolution there rose various political clubs in 
-ance. Their members used to have discussions on political 

(1) The Constitutionalists —their membership in the Legislative- 
ssembly was 505. They were strong champions of the constitution 
id the constitutional form of government. The members of this 
oup were also known as Fenellants. 

(2) The Jacobin Club— 140 members of the Legislative Assembly 
rlonged to this group. This group used to hold its meetings off 
id on and its members had free discussion on all matters which 
•re to come before the Legislative Assembly. This group was in fajlnr 

establishing a Republic in France Its leader Robespierre was an 

gress ive radical. With the progress of the Revolution, this sroun 
came mbre powerful and its influence in France also increased 
ore than 2000 Jacobin Clubs were established in various villages 
d cities in France. Its organisation was more compact and its 
.mbers were highly disciplined. . Its members, sat on raised seats 

the Legislative Assembly and so they were known as ‘Mountains’ 

formed a tough opposition in the Assembly. Even after th^ 
ath of Mirabeau and the ‘reduction in the influence r»r • in& 

s group become powerful and a force ,„ T rlkoned"'^!^ 
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(3) The Cordelier Club —This group was more aggressive, demo¬ 
cratic and revolutionary than the Jacobin club. It was an ardent 
supporter of the republican form of government and wanted to 
goad the revolution onward through terroristic and aggressive means 
It comprised of the people of lower strata such as Parisians of th- lower 
order, students, peasants, workers, merchants etc. Its influence 
was limited upto Paris only. It instigated the Paris Mob to storm 
the king s palace. This group forced the Legislative Assembly to 
depose the king, to replace monarchy by republic and to hold election 
to Na tional Conve ntion for the purpose of drafting a new constitution 
tor France. I ms group was being ably stewarded by Danton un¬ 
deniably the greatest statesman since Mirabead, who was out to 
establish “that momentary despotism of liberty,” which was 
“indispensable to crush the despotism of kings”. 

were called Girondists because their 
leaders such as Madame Roland, Buzor, Brissot, Isnard, Veroniano 

etc. belonged to the district of Gironde in France. They were & great 

experience. Their outlook was 
more academic than practical. Theirs was a'bookish outlook upon 
the world. They accepted monarchy but favoured the establishment 
of republic. They opposed terrorism and revolutionary methods and 

were in favour of the use of legal and constitutional means to achi eve 

their aim. In the beginning, they had majority in the Legislative 
Assembly, but due to increased influence of the Jacobin dub. its 
influence began to decrease. 

2. Work of the Legislative Assembly—The Legislative Assembly 
passed the following resolutions : — 

(1) It was resolved that the Bishops and the Priests must accept 
the civil constitution of the clergy and take an oath of allegiance ro 
it. Some of the priests did not accept it. The result was that the 
priests were divided into two groups and there started a civil war 
between them. The government issued one decree that the property 
of the priests who violate this resolution will be confiscated ; they will 

be considered as suspects and they were liable to be removed from their 
respective districts in case of any trouble. 

(2) Many princes, nobles and clergymen had migrated to other 
countries during the . revolution for they thought themselves to be 
unsafe in France. The number of such emigres was about 1,50,000. 

Louis XVFs brother,Count de Provence, who was in England claim¬ 
ed the throne of France for himself because Louis was in the prison. 
Other emigres began to instigate the kings of different countriesagainst 
the revolutionaries. Therefore, by oae decree. Count • de Pxovence 
was asked to return to France otherwise he would be deprived of his 
right to the throne. By another degree, the emigres were required to ' 
come back by a fixed date. If they failed to abide-by this decree, their 
properties were to be confiscated and they could be even exposed to 
death penalty. 
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(3) It was resolved \o mobilise 2,000 soldiers for the protection of 
Paris. 

Louis XVI used his suspensive veto and refused to give assent to 
these. The people rose in fury. They lost faith in the king and 

began to hate him. They turned against monarchy and thought that 

the king was unable to protect the constitution. The mob attacked 
the royal palace on June 22, 1792. They fired at him, threw stones 
at him and hurled abuses and insult on him. The king put on red 

cap and tri-colour flag which were the symbols of revolution and 
showed himself to the people. In this way, he tried to pacify the mob. 
The mob dispersed. One of them said, “We will come back again , 
and we will get what we want". 

The mob attacked the palace again on August 10, 1792, under 

the leadership of Danton. Many Swiss guards and their commanders 
were killed The king along with the members of his family took shelter 
in the building of the Assembly. The mob captured the palace and 
looted it mercil<*ssly. Later on, the king was imprisoned, suspended 
and forbidden to perform anv administrative function. The real power 
came into the hand o f the Jacobin Club and its leader Danton till the 
session of the National Convention. 

About the work of the Legislative Assembly, Hazen has 
observed — 

“Elected for a two-years term , it served for less than a single year. 
Expected to inaugurate an era of prosperity and happiness by applying 
the new principles of government in a time of peace, to consolidate the 
monarchy on its new basis, it was destined to a stormy life and to witness 
(he fall of monarchy in on irreparable rum." 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Legislative Assembly— 

1. Its session was called on October 1, 1791. It comprised of 505 Constitu¬ 
tionalists and 240 Republicans. 

?. Groups in the Legislative Assembly (') Constitutionalists were in favour 
of the constitutional form of government. (ii) The Jacobin Club was 
a croup of aggressive radicals, (iit) The Cordelier Club favoured a 
democratic republic and used terrorist and revolutionary methods. 
(i\) The Girondists were champions of Republic and were in favour of 
using constituti >nal means. 

3 Work of the Legislative Assembly—(I) Qecree against the non-juring 
clergy, (ii) Decrees pertaining to emigrants, (lii) Decree regarding the 
mobilising of military for the safety of Pans. 

4. The king vetoed the resolutions of the Assembly. The mob attacked 
the kina’s palace and imprisoned him. The real power came into tne 
hands of the Jacobin Club. 

^ .AV-ar-between France and Austria, 1792 

Q. 2. _ Give an account of the causes of the war between the; 
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war between France and 

Revolution might have 


Revolutionary France and Europe in 1792. What were (ts results ? 

Or 

What were the causes and results of the 

Austria io 1792. Was this war inevitable ? 

• 

Ans.-As at its outset, the French 
characterized as an internal affair of France. 

Thus, it was natural that there was no possibility 
between France and other Europen countries. European count 
certainly not inclined to interfere in the internal affairs of France Tf 
the revolutionaries were not satisfied with the spread of revolt/ B 
ideas and principles in France only. They alsowanted m ° ary 
these ideas into other countries of Europe Tfre r-volution* ?agat ? 
France instigated th, people of other «Suntri« to reM ./Z*. a’, 
monarch. -s and replace them by republican form of government Th 
assured them o. their help in case of a y struggle against the J > 
rule. This common danger forced these countrfes to ? join hands^oS 
against the revolutionary France. The king of Austria rri^H ! 1 f lght 
the propagation of the revolutionary ideas^nd waged ° ' iCk 

France with the help of Prussia and other countries. 8 a °' l,nst 

I. Causes of the War-The following causes led to th 
between France and Austria : — 


war 

(1) Many sensitive and easily-provoked emigrants had settled in 
the eastern border of France. They had formed an army of th ur o Jn 
with the help of German kings. This action on their part terrified 

* revolutionaries and they considered these emigrants as suspects. 

(2) The Germans also did not favour the revolution ben..^ 
German Princes of Alsace had their own grievances against Frauc^ 
France established its domination over Alsace in the 17th ceaturv fh~ 
German princes of this area were given ihe right to collect feudal rav^ 
by the peace of Westphalia. When France abolished all feudal dues 
and tithes, the German princes were hit hard. The Freneh governm -nr* 
agreed to piy comp :nsati J7 to Germ in princes for this loss but rh»v 
were nor satisfied They appealed to the German Diet. The’Diet took 
the side of these prin.es. It created oad blood between them ani the 
Germans turned against the revolution. 

(3) Geographically Avignon belonged to France but it had passed 
under the control of Papacy since the 14n century. France annexed 
this province and violated the international law. Thus, the conflict 

between France and other European countries became acute nH 
inevitable. 


(4) The revolutionaries of Franc* wanted 
doctrines of the revolution in other countries 
*European countries having monarchical form of 
save their countries from the impact of ti*esg"'rev 


movement of France. 

(5) The revolutionaries wer _ 


to propagate the 
of Eui op_* da the 

wanted to 
yon^y^JTcT^as and 

doctrines of^tfifc-^elft, 

)rroTi 
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Austria at that time. The revolutionaries were instigating the people 
of thc^e two countries to revolt against the old regime there. . King 
Leopold II of Austria thought that the only way to check the activities 
of the revolutionaries was to wage a war against France. 

(6> In the beginning of the revolution, many nobles and clergymen 
of France fled to Austria for safety. These emigres incited Austria to r* 
crush the revolutionaries of France. The revolutionaries turned against 
Austria as they thought that Austria was helping those emigres. This 
precipitated the war. Fisher observes in this regard — 

“The emigres played an important part in bringing about the war 
between the Revolutionary France and rest of Europe.’' 

(7) The Royal houses of France and Austria had f.imily relations 
wi t h each other. Marie Antoinette, the queen of Louis XVI, was the 
si tc r of Joseph II, the Emperor of Austria. When the revolutionaries 
helped insults on Louis XVI and maltreated him. the Austrian king. 
Leo po.d II could not tolerate it and he declared a war against the 
revolu wionaries. 

(8) The king and *he queen of France carried on secret correspon¬ 
dence with Austria as their condition became critical. They planned 
to flee to Aus‘ria for their safety. Unfortunately, however, they failed 
in their designs. The revolutionaries began to hate the king and turned 
still more hostile towards Austria. 

(9) The revolutionaries levelled charges of espionage aga ; nst the 
king and the queen. They accused them of passing o:i the secrets of^ 
French military to Austria. The king refused to give assent to the 
decrees passed by the Legislative Assembly against the nobles, the 
clergymen and the emigres. The suspicion against the king was well 
confirmed. So, they thought of penalising the king and the queen for 
their misdeeds by waging a war against Austria. 

(101 Austria started preparations for the war under the force of 
circumstances and entered int > a military pact with Russia against 
France in February, 1792. The revolutionaries took it as an ultima- 
turn for war. 

(11) Working in close league with the king of Prussia, Leopold II 
the Emperor of Austria issued the Declaration of Pillnitz o nAugust 27, 
1791. They declared that the cause of the kingof France was the cause 
of all the Emperors of Europe and that they we.e ready for armed 
intervention if other monarchs of Europe supported them. This 
declaration infuriated the revolutionaries and they augmented their 
preparations for war. 

(12) In the beginning, Pitt the Youngtr , the Prime Minister of the 
England welcomed the Revolution and he sympathised witlj the revolu¬ 
tionaries. But, the Reign of Treror in France and atrocities committed 
by the*revolutionaries antagonised him and he turned against the 
revolution. Burke, in his famous book ‘The Reflection on the French 
Revolution’, advised people to flee from the revolution. England became 
an enemy of the revolutionaries when they built up a new harbour of 
Antwerp So, England encouraged Austria and Prussia, to start a war 
against France. 
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(13) King Leopold II of Austria died in March, 1792. There was 
a Civil war in Austria for his successor. The internal situation in Austria 
itself was very grave. Franpe took full advantage of this situation and 
declared war against Austria. 

(14) In April, 1792, the French government asked Austria why it 
was making war preparations against her as also giving protection to the 

p. Franch emigres in her country. Austria charged France of finding vain 
excuses foj sitarting war and disturbing the peace of the rest of Europe 
by her activites. This reply infuriated the people of France and the 
Legislative Assembly cf France forced the king to declare war against 
Austria on April 20. 1792. 

Both the people and the government of France were happy over 
this d-claration because both were very eager for it. Scheville has 
opined in this context — 

“ The eyes of Louis XVI were brightened with joy when he signed 
the decree for a war against Austria 

The king hoped that the revolutionaries would be defeated and 
crushed totally whereby he would saddle himself firmly on the throne of 
France. The Girondists were also enthusiastic about it. They assured 
the Assembly that France will be victorious in this war. Only Jacobins 
were opposed to this war. People of France welcomed the declaration 
of war cheerfully. Hazen says — 

"The French were greatly eager for a war against Austria because 
they felt that Austria was obstructing the progress cf the cause of equality , 
* liberty and nationalism." 

2. Was this War Inevitable ?—This war was inevitable due to 
to various reasons : — 

(1) This war was inevitable and Austria assumed its leadership 
because she was very eager to protect the life of the queen Marie 
Antoinette and the King Louis because of the bond of family relation¬ 
ship. It was this whi( h compelled Austria to vage war against France. 

(2) The king Louis XVI and his followers supported the war. They 
thought that in case of victory king will be more popular and in case 
of defeat the revolution will be crushed and monarchy will be 
established on firm footing. 

(3) The Ciiondi: ts considered war inevitable to uproot monarchy 
and establish republic in France. 

(4) The king's ministers, nobles and clergymen longed for war to 
get rid of the atrocities of the revolutionaries. 

(5) The revolutionary government and the people of France wanted 
to wage war and use French army because they were eager to proap- 

4gaje the revolutionary ideas of equality and liberty and replace 
mouarchies by republican form of government in other countries of 
Europe. 

(6) Many despotic rulers of Europe , French emigres, nobles and 
clergymen who were opposed to the 'Civil Constitution of the Clergy" 
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thought war inevitable to escape the fatal consequences of the Revolu¬ 
tion. . . 

(7) Bloodshed and Reign of Terror let loose in France in the 

name of revolution compelled England and Germany to side with 
Austria in this war. 

3. Events cf the War : — 

(1) France failed to capture Belgium — France suffered reverses in 
the beginning. The combined forces of Austria and Prussia defeated 
the French army and captured Belgium The revolutionaries helo 
Louis XVI responsible for this defeat because they thought that 
the king was passing the secrets of army to the enemy. They levelled 
a charge of espionage against him Their sw s p'cton was confirmed 
when the king rejecud the decrees against the nobles, the clergvmen 
and the emigres They stormed the royal palace on June 20, 1792 ana 
insulted the king. 

(2) Manifesto of Duke of the Brunswick-The Duke of Brunswick 
was the commander of the combined forces of Austria and 
Prussia. As he was proceeding towards Paris, he could not tolerate the 
mal-treatment of the king at the hands of the revolutionaries. He 
issued a proclamation. In it he threatened to raze the city of Paris to 
the ground and inflict death punishment on the people of France if they 
offered violence to the king and his family and did not allow him to 
function properly. This manifesto excited the mob beyond limits 
and they considered the king to be the friend ot the enerav. In fit of 
uncontrollable anger, they attacked the king’s palace aga.n on August 
10, 1792. There was a bloody struggle between the revolu'ionaries 
and the Swiss guards of the king. The royal family took shelter in 
the Assembly Hall. The palace was looted and s- t on fire. The Swiss 
guards were murdered in cold blood. About 5,000 persons lost their 
lives in this conflict. 

(3) Supremacy of the Mob — The mob, which was dominated by 
the Jacobins, overthrew the former government of Paris and established 
New Commune in its place. In the beginning, the revolutionary 
movement was controlled by the middle-class, but now its leadership 
passed into the hands of the mob. Danton, Marat and Robespierre 
were its famous leaders. The Legislative Assembly under the domina¬ 
tion of these leaders suspended the king and ordered the election of 
the National Convention to formulate the new Constitution for France. 
Till the meeting of the National Convention, the real power remained 
in the hands of the New Commune and the leaders of the Jacobin 
Club. 

(4) September Massacre —The Duke of Brunswick was marching 
towards Paris with great speed He captured the forts of Verdun and 
Longway, Between him and Paris, there was no fort now to serve as 
a Line of Defence. There prevailed great confusion and alarm in the 
people of Paris. Troops were raised to face the enemy and terrorise 
the royalists. Danton said — 

"In my opinion the way to slop the enemy is to terrify the 
royalists , Audacity , more audacity and always greater audacity .** 
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Danton worked in an organised way to finish the supporters of the 
king. 

Marat, the Chairman of the Paris commune, set up an ‘Armed 
Band of Assassins’and organised a series of massacres between 2nd 
and 6th September The followers of the king were brought out of 
the prisons and murdered mercilessly. The royalists, the nobles, the 
clergymen and judges were killed in a large number. This incident is 
known as ‘ September Massacre ’ in the history of France. About 
2,570 men and women lost their lives. It brought about a significant 
change in the complexion of the French Revolution. This massacre 
besmeared the fair face of revolution with stains of blood. The r £ vo 
lution which stood for the spread of the ideas of liberty, equality and 
fraternity and whose main aim was to abolish the rights of the privileg¬ 
ed classes became a means of preaching terrorism Hazen says — 

“September Massacre left a monstrous and indelible stain upon the 
revolution and the cause of liberty .” 

(5) Successes of France —After terrorising or finishing the traitors; 
the Jacobins defeated the advancing armies of Prussia at Valmy and 
checked their advance. These successes turned the tide and encouraged 
the revolutionaries. The French troops defeated the Austrian army at 
the battle of Jemappes and captured Belgium. After this, French army 
conquered Savoy and Nice and established a firm hoid on the middle- 
Rhine. These successes saved France from a serious crisis threatening 
the country. After this, the National Convention went on to hold it-' 
session beginning on September 21, 1792. 

4. Results of the War— The following were the significant results 
of this war :— 

(1) During the war, the king was imprisoned and later on suspen¬ 
ded. In his way, monarchy came to an end. 

(2) The forces of the revolutionaries checked the advance of 
Prussian arrnv and defeated Austria in many battles. After these 
successes, the^ National Convention resolved to establish republican 
government in France in place of monarchy. 

(3) The nobles and clergymen who had migrated to other countries 
were debarred from coming to France again. 

(4) Many innocent people of Austria and France were killed in 
the battle-field. People who were followers of the king or who were 
suspected to be his supporters and sympathisers were murdered in large 
number. 

(5) This war proved very harmful for France. It stained the 
revolution which was . generous movement in the beginning. It 
changed its complexion altogether. The revolution started with the 
lofty ideals of equality and liberty.- Its main aim was to abolish 
arbitrary rule and social inequality. Now it became the means of 
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spreading terrorism and anarchy. Consequently, France had to give 
up republican form of government and establish monarchy again in 
1815. Prof. Hazen has very aptly summed up the entire situation — 

“ This war was a startling and momentous turning point in the history 
of Revolution . It had consequences t some of which were foreseen , most 
of which were not. It reacted profoundly upon the French and before 
it was over, it compromised their own domestic liberty and generated a 
military despotism of greater efficiency than could be matched in the long 
history of the house of Bourbons 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 
War between France and Austria, 1792 

1. Causes — (i) War prepartions of the emigres on border, (ii) End of feudal right s 
of Princes of Alsace ; (iii) French possession of Avignon, (iv) propagation of 
the ideals of the Revolution in other countries of Europe; (v) King of Austria 
opDO$-*d the preaching doctrines of tie Revolution in Austria; (vi) Austria 
refused to turn out e-nigres from Austria; (vii) Family relations between France 
and Austria; (viii) The king and queen were accused ot espionage; fix) Secret 
correspondence of Louis XVI and his queen with Austria; (x) Military Pact 
between Austria and Prussia; (xi) Pillnitz Declaration of 1791; (xii) England 
supported Austria due to terrorism in France; (xiii) Civil War in Austria for 
succession; (xiv) The French government gave ultimatum to Austria over 
emigres. 

2. Was this War Inevitable—It was inevitable; Austria thought it inevitable; <Lou»s 
XVI wanted it ; the Girondists favoured it ; the clergymen wanted 
to escape atrocities by it; the revolutionaries wanted to spread the ideals of the 
revolution through war; the despotic rulers of Europe and emigres also thought 
it inevitable; England sided Austria after seeing the terrors of the revolutionaries. 

3. Events —(i) The defeat of France and its failure to capture Belgium; 
(ii) Manifesto of Duck of Brunswick and its results; (iii) Supremacy of the Mob 
and its attack on the Royal Palace; (iv) September Massacre; (v) Successes of 
France and resolution of the National Convention to establish Republic in 
France. 

4. Result —(i) End Monarchy in France; (ii) National Convention resolved.to 
establish Republic in France; (iii) Emigres were declared outlaw?; (iv) Murder 
of innocent people; (v) Change in the complexion of the revolution; from a 
generous movement it became a means of terrorism. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Form an estimate of the Legislative Assembly of 1791-92. 

2. What were the causes of war between Revolutionary France 
and Europe in 1792 ? Was it inevitable ? 

3. Describe briefly the causes, events and results of war between 
France and Austria in 1792. 

4. “September massacre left a monstrous and indelible stain 
upon the revolution and the cause of liberty.” Discuss the 
impact of such extremist activities critically under the light 
of the cbove remark by Prof. Hazen. 


5 

REPUBLIC IN FRANCE 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1792—1795 

National Con^ntio^me^o^ethe tfird^ Rev °'^-n.the 

France. It worked fromleptembe 2, ? aS ?| mb,V " f 

According to the decision of the National 26 ’ 1 795 

of the National Convention were Elected by S»ptember ^ 
its first session was held on 21st Sepieraber 179> nT™ •J 79 , 2 a " d 

zjSLr* “““< ™ “»■ ™Sr d 1 r,- h . «ssaa 

» • t . • • • 

. remained suspended for a ]onp^!ni» France However, this work 
the Girondists and the Jacobins Both^*^ ° f ^ d,flre rences between 
but had divergent views regarding th^^are"^^* ^'Public in France 

opposed the control of Paris Thev wan r♦ Par,s ,n Girondists 
free from the influence of the Commute of P ■ keCP - S ove ™ lent 
were against anarchy rule of terror and Paris ^no the Mob. Thev 
in the use of constftuhonafmeans f r th"^ of fo ^e. They believed 

They wanted to put an end to the nL h ? P rogress ° r revolution, 
organisers of the P September Massacre and° f - he M ° b and Punish the 

nation in the Commune of Paris On the ° ? b,ow to their dom,- 

fountain of power of‘he Jacobins Th th <; ontrar y» Parts was the 

centre of light, ParVhadmfdelhe „ The . y , used *° “X. “Paris is the 

there will be no longer a revolution- Th"" f, when J t S,W ". perish , 
realists. They werein favow of the ^ not . terrorists but 

and had limited influence on ^f ance * Th ®y w *re more disciplined 
the natureof Sc“caMi^n ^S > T Une ° f Paris and the Mob, but, 
part in shaping their destinies Bu^nf* 5 Parties played an important 
pain and Madame Roland wer^ th* 2 ?*’ Bns . sot ’ Du ™ounez. Themes- 
Amongth™leaders «f th, h k* h n® 005 ,eader > of the Girondists, 
were prominent The leader* °°f 'u S ’ **^ a t? t0n * M arat and Robespierre 
and wanted to nut an ? h b ° th parties ^ted one another 

a ■“ '*«'* -S' 
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Work and Achievements of the National Convention 

' ri 

Q. 1. Form an estimate of the work of the National 
onvention in France. (Important) 

Or 

Discuss the importance of the French Revolutionary Convention, 
low did it solve the problems of France ? 

Or 

‘ Perhaps one other Legislative body in the history has been called 
ipon to solve such knotty problems as those which confronted the 
National Convention. It coped, with all these questions with infinite 
ndustry and much success.’* —Hayes 

Enumerate those problems and explain how the Convention saved 
France from internal disruption and foreign conquest. (A. U. 19 j2) 

- Ans. —The National Convention had to solve many knotty and 
thorny problems. The policy followed by France in foreign sphere 
increased the number of her enemies. Hence, France had to 
save herself from foreign aggression There were many problems 
connected with internal affairs as well, such as (1) to solve the 
problems regarding the king and the ruling dynasty (2) to solve 
the question relating to emigres. (3) to root out internal rebellions 
(4) to set up a strong government in the country. (5) to frame new 
constitution for France and (6) to give a practical shape to reforms 
proposed by the National Assembly and the Legislative Assembly. 

1. Foreign Policy —The French Revolution became a terrorist 
movement with the passage of time. The anarchy, bloodshed and 
the reign of terror in France frightened the monarchs of Europe. The 
execution of Louis XVI turned many countries oi Europe against 
France. The revolutionaries of Franco waged a war against monarchial 
system of government all over Europe In December 1792, the National 
Convention issued the following decree : — 

"The French nation declares that it will treat as enemies every 
people who , refusing liberty and equality or renouncing them , may wish 
to maintain , recall or treat with a prince and the privileged cl.sses." j 

The revolutionaries of France instigated the people of other 
countries to revolt against their monarchs and also promised to help 
them in this sacred cause. It terrified the kings of Europe and they 
became the avowed enemies of France. The revolutionaries wanted 
to wage war against other countries to entangle the revolutionary 
forces in other countries and thus maintain internal peace in France. 
They also wanted to expand the boundaries of the French Empire. 

' Titus, it was rather natural that England, Austria Prussia, Holland, 
Spain and Sardinia joined hands to form a coalition against France. 

To begin with, France defeated in the war by the A lies.. 

French Commander Dumoui.ez was defected by Austria and 
the French had to vacate Belgium. DumOHriez deserted France 
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end to their domSo„ m “heNatlnn.^ pnSO,,ers and P“‘ a 

they established their hold on the Cohven^on ^ VenU ° n ^ In th,s wa; 

and control of the government. Hazen says— d SOVc^e, - ,1, 

* of the JMs wi 

capab^Vnd:x^SXe d rson rn A aS sta,: "of tffV' H f ^ 3 , vcr 

age F oMl to 25 W s“oIIld renT mPUl r° ry that CVery y° u "*m.in between^ 
army of 7 70 000 oilers" In this way, he raised a 

to many fronts to check ^ invasion H theS ? ‘T° PS and Scn: thcr 

commanders in n io! * .invasion. He appointed trusted and ab; 

disToartV He in^d mex P~: rie ^ e d officers belonging to Giron 

U de P r he abte Sh"™ / P o “ of fightin 8 among the voungmer 
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their hands banners of liberty, equ ,l,.ty and fraternity i 

a Nation-in-Armf ht n* en f m y- The conscription turned France irit 
a iNation-in-Arms. Carnot’s decree runs as follows- 

foreeaZ7Z 1 n , betWeen f 18 "O ye ° rS shM go '° war ’ the married 

and serZinhJn;?? P °,? UPP ,‘ e ?,' the wive * shaU make ten,s - dot/ ‘< 
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defe^f l Rr5 eCt ‘^ e , P,anS ° f campa ‘8 ns and war-policy; he turned;! 
fro ts The f mt ° r 1 ^ and lhe French were successful on a 
forclVtllm / of France defeated the English at Toulon an 

wlnO-O* 1°, r h a, f, the S,Cge of Dunkirk. Austna was defeated a 

of France o lhad tOVaCa,eBe gium which P assed under the contrc 
oi rrance once again. 

into ^rc^ eir d f e ^ f in ,he bat,le f,elds - Spain and Prussia also entere 

came nndcr »h W h Fra ° CB and th * territories on the left bank of Rhin 
came under the sway of France. The credit for these successes, went t 

he was* given h ? n £? r an . d S ,or y was at its height. ,At firs 
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Convrntilmtfa Policy—As regards the home policy, the Nation; 

work to soNe some fa f e .b raany th ?r ny problems. It did equally useft 
worK to solve some of these prickly problems. 
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(1) . End of Monarchy— On the very first day of its session, the 
tional Convention deposed the king, put an end to monarchy and 
iblished Republic in France. 

(2) National Calendar— Monarchy was replaced by Republic 
France, on September 22, 1792. In order to immortalise this day, 
ew calendar was introduced in France. A vear was divided into 12 
nths and each month was to consist of three weeks of 10 days each. 

>3) Banishment■ of Emigres —The emigres were banished from 
mce for ever and their property confiscated 

(4) Execution of the King —There arose differences between the 
ondists and the Jacobins regarding the decision of the fate of Louis 
T. The Gironiists wanted to leave this matter to the people. They 
I not want to execute him without trial On the other hand, the 
obins favoured the execution of the king without trial. As the 
robins had influence in the Convention, the king was charged of 
ason after a nominal trial and was guillotined on January 21, 1793. 

; last words were — 

"Gentlemen, I am innocent of that, of which I am accused. May 
; blood assure the happiness of the French !” 


There were two divergent views 
larding the execution of the king, 
me people Were of the view 
it the execution of Louis XVI was 
th a crime and a blunder. He was 
id, unselfish and best-intentioned 
ng. He had the good of the people 
heart. H.s execution did not 
Hilt in carrying forward the revolu- 
•narv movement. It involved the 
solution in increasing dangers both 
home and abroad. The fall of 
anarchy led to anarchy and only 
litary despotism could rescue France 
am it. On the other hand some 
•ople thought that-Louis XVI was a 
I'tor and enemy of freedom and 
•serwd the punishments awarded to 
m. 

(5) Suppression of Internal 
?volts —There was a civil war 
tween the Girondists and the 



cobins for assuming the power of Louis XVI, bcfor° his Execution 
e government. It created martiil psychology which led to chaos and 
larchy in the country. " here were revolts at Lyons, La Venda, 
prdeaux and N irseilles^ hese revolts were crushed by the government 
ith ai y iron hand to curb he martial tendency among the people. 

Reign of Terror --France was engulfed by dangers from all 
jcs. A Committee of Public Safety was organised to deal with the 
ternal and external er emies of the state. The supreme executive 
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authority of the state was vested with it. Carnot and Robespie 
were also the members of this committee. The Committee of Gene 
Security and the Revolutionary Tribunal were its chief agencies / 
followed the policy of‘Blood and Iron’, By the law of suspects ; 
person was liable to be imprisoned and hanged. In this way Reign 
Terror was let loose in-France and it continued for about’ one y 
(1793-94). During this period, thousands, of opponents, rebels.' 
suspects were put to death. About 5,000 persons were butchered 
Paris alo ne,— It is estimated that about 15,000 persons perished in 
provinces. Tnis work was completed with the help of army of Carn 
Prof. Hazen says— 



Condemned Victims of the Revolution being 
. brought for Execution during the Reign of Terror 

“ Install fog itself in the pclacc of Ttpleries , in th° former ro 
apartments , it developed a prodigious activity framing endless decn 
tossing thousands of men to guillotine , sending thousands agiinst 
enemies af France, .guiding, animating, tyrannizing ruthlessly a pea 
which had taken such pains to declare itself free , only to find its fra& 
liberties, so strongly asserted in the famous declaration , ground to pow 
beneath this iron heel.*!. 

Metric System —The Metric System was introduced all o 
Vire country to bring uniformity in weights and measures. 

( 8) Education — One of the most vital and abiding reformat 
was that of the educational system in the country. Education, , 
convention believed, was the real back-bone of a society and, sho 
be well-organised and carefully planned. Danton used to say. “jV 
to food, education is the first need of the people.*' So, there should 
proper arrangement for the education of the children. In this resp 
he once said, **Children belong to the Republic before they belong 
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ieir parents •" A comprehensive scheme for reorganising elementary 
id secondary education was drawn up but it could not be enforced for 
ie lack of funds * It was decided that the medium of education should 
e French throughout the country. 

(9) Civil Code—rTht rules and the regulations cf the country 
ere compiled. Civil Code was prepared for the whole country. No 
ne was to be imprisoned for debt. Serfdom was abolished in French 
Monies. Women were given the right to property. The law of 
rimogeniture was ended. By this law. the eldest son got the whole 
roperty. But now, all the children were to receive equal share in 
ie father’s property. 

(10) Economic Reforms —With a view to bringing about economic 
[ability in the country, many reforms were introduced to help the poor 
nd to bring about economic equality. The property of the criminals, 
migres and suspects was confiscated. Large estates were broken up 
nd sold to ordinary peasants on easy terms. Laws were passed 
xlng the prices of grains, other necessaries of life and the rates of 
/agesj Marat observed sarcastically —"The rich hive so font? sucked 
ut the marrow of th? people that they are now visited with a crushing 
evolution .** In order to bring social equality, it was ordered that 
verybody should be addressed as "citizen**. 

(11) Cultural Wo r k—To bring cultural equality. Polytechiiical 
ichool, Law and Medical School of Paris, National Library and the 
nstitute. National Archives and Museum were established in France. 

(12) Religious Reforms — The National Convention was hostile to 
'atholicism and traditional forms of religion. ‘Religion of Reason’ 
nd ‘Worship of the Supreme Being’ were founded by Robespierre 
>ut they came to an end after his death. Later on, freedom of religion 
vas granted to all. 

(13 i Framing of the New Constitution —Robespierre died on 28th 
uly. 1794. After his death, the Revolutionary Court and the Law of 
inspects were abolished and a committee of 9 members was set up to 
IraU a new constitution for the country. New constitution was framed 
n 1795 and was known as the ‘‘Constitution of the Year Three.” 
\.dult franchise was abolished and property was made the basis of 
ranchise now French Legislature was to consist of tw ' chambers : 
i lower house consisting of 500 members and the Council of Eld *rs 
consisting f*o 250 members. Tneir main function was to examine and 
•nact laws. The executive authority of th<. state wa> vested with a 
•ommitiee of five members known as the ‘ Directory”. Tite Directors 
yere to be elected by the legislature. The Director* were responible 

or the enforcement of the laws and maintenance of law and order in 
he country. 

3. Esiimate of the Work of the National Convention —The National 
^onveniion assumed the reins of administration wli n the country 
vas facing grave dangers at home and abroad. Tne situation had 
iecome very critical on account of intenal revolts and fore,gn 
ggresston. Tne Convention faced many knotty problems and tried 


republic in prance 


praiseworthy*and^hafeful bn^ n Tot l' did thin ^ bot 

responsible for the survival and safety of th/tt'evoluti^n '* WaS ma,nl 

.t?S 5 S« *. R ,vo 

sas* r=,sis„*‘f JS-J &.«? ssr c£r 

He turned France into P a Nadotin Arms He o *7^ £ur °P e 
freedom of France but also gained natural hm.nd* • c Protected th< 

■?» SS'TSS'Ss;";'; Ksr, • Ir r «* ~ 

tion of Louis XVI an 1 abolished feudalism T?F^ n f the execu- 

for the country. By introducing reforms in reh^on D< ; W CMS,ltutlon 
church from the state Tr ,n re * , S , °n» it separated the 

and economic equalTt'y. Ito^ganfs-dTe -VZ™ social 

internal revolts. In this way it ionsolidateH rh! „ and curbed 

The importance of its work increased re . v °Iution. 

the country was facing difficulties from »i? ^a d,C * ^ery thing when 
internal strife among t^ S^T ^ and ? as torn ^ 

butchered many leaders and weakened rh^ There is no doubt that it 

became easy for Napoleon tc establish his ,C | bUt r iater on ir 

-many patriots and couragLhs men who K Produced 

in the following words- “ h summed up ,ts achievements 

n ntnhhj>°Jl ee P * ^ a [ ance of our judgement clear we should recall 1 h°*P 

£~2 S^rsr 4T.SWK ssvB 

which Inf * h d U glorious trophies, its honourable records * from 
which late t,m?s were to derive inspiration and instruction." J 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

F"we^ 5 S^d^^tob^TTO^^b^^. l ° n,,,TA “ e “b , J r in 

1 . 1 ' * • — 


2 . 


who ™ t'eSef ; f ^a V nc n e ti .° n 72S ,, T TO (i "l* European conotr.es 

(3) To tackle the probielt of’ emilrj ^ f Louis XVI ! 

(51 To traine new constitution ; T^To ’ 

Countries; Frenfh'defeat^n’tte b^^Sng Fr E‘s4bIi > shtn ma t 3y f f , Euro P oaa 

c°L p ntle c s ^mc° rgaQisation of ■>*' ^lT£i:if 0 ?iz:r<r a 

2eSt e of°fei, 1) (4?Vxert^ y ,hi 2 k^ a ^r1 u ^ end - < 3 ! *»'•»- 

» (9 f e ^ vil o cJr ( °m So R’Lrjrr: 

tance | 
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The Girondists 

Q. 2. Who were the Girondists ? Indicate the part played by them 
in the French Revolution. 

• Or 

Who were the Girnodists ? Give an estimate of their achievements 
and enumerate the causes of their downfall. 

(P.U. 1955) 

Ans.’ The Girondists—There were two main parties in the 
Legislative Assembly—The Girondists and the Jacobins. The Girondists 
were so called because most of its members belonged to the district of 
Gironde situated in the south-west of France. These people supported 
the ideals of Rousseau. They were, very civilized and wise. They were 
honest politicians and were men of high intellect and education. They 
believed in the Republican form of government and were patriots to 
the back bone. They favoured the use of decent means to achieve 
their ends. They were opposed to the use of force and unscrupulous 
methods. They were not prepared to compromise with the old tradi¬ 
tions. Buzot, Brissot, Dumouricz, Vergniaud Pashe, Madame Roland 
were the prominent leaders of this party. They played a significant part 
in the history of the country under the leadership of Madame Roland. 
The members of this party used to hold parleys in her house and. have 
discussion on the political matt.rs. Roland hated the king and the queen 
very much. Sne was a beautiful and orave woman. Buzot loved her 
very much and took the lead of the party after h^r death. Hazen has 
summed up his views about this pirty in these words — • 

“77/ y were a group of eloquent youngmen , led by a rommtic woman. 
For the real head of this group that had its hour upon the stage and then 
was heard no more in the deafening clamour of the later revolution was 

Madame Roland , their bright particular star." 

2. Work of the Girondists —There was a struggle between the 
Girondists and the Jacobins in the National Convention. Many 
clergymen, and nobles, who deserted France in the beginning of the 
revolution, instigated the rulers of other countries of Europe against 
the revolution. The emperor of Austria entered ' into a treaty with 
the ruler of Prussia and declared war against the revolutionaries of 
France. The Girondists were in favour of war while the Jacobins 

opposed it. 

Louis XVI also favoured the Girondists and admitted the promi- • 
nent leaders of this party in his cabinet. The husband of Madame 
Roland was appointed as Home-Minister and Dumouriez was made 
the Foreign Minister. Danton and Robespirrie, the leaders of the Jaco¬ 
bins were not included in the cabinet, so they began to hate the Giron¬ 
dists. As the leaders of the Girondists were impractical idealists, they 
could not conduct the war successfully and the French Were defeated 
on all fronts. 

The Jacobins hurled the responsibility of the French defeat oa 
the shoulders of the Girondists and instigated the people against them. 
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The Mob attacked the king's palace on August 10. 1792 under the 

leadership of Danton. The king and the queen were imprisoned and 

the monarchy was abolished in France forthwith. The government of 
Paris passed under the Control of the Commune of Paris and the old 
regime was put to an end there. Pache and Duraouriez left their party 
and jomed the Jacobins. Pache was made the Mayor of Paris and he 
held the reins of the Commune of Paris. 

The armies of Austria and Prussia were advancing towards France 
very rapidly under the command of the Duke of Brunswick. This 
news raised great alarm in France and the people became panic-stric¬ 
ken. The Jacobins held the Girondists responsible for the failure of 
France in the battle. With a view to obliterate the influence, power, 
and even the existence of the Girondists, the Jacobins organised the* 
September Massacre in 1792. There was a fierce bloodshed in France 
from 2nd to 6th September. Thousands of clergymen, nobles and 
suspects were murdered in cold blood. The Girondists, on the contrary, 
failed to crush the Commune of Paris. 

On the other hand, the Jacobins organised a powerful army 
under the leadership of Carnot. They defeated Austria, Prussia in the 
battle of Valmy and checked their advance towards Paris. This gave 
a severe blow to power and influence of the Girondists and the Jacobins 
got supremacy over them. The struggle between the two parties took 
a terrible turn. 

After the fall of the monarchy, there arose deep differences bet¬ 
ween the two parties over the question of the fate of tne king. The 
Girondists wanted to execute the king after a trial, but the Jacobins 
favoured his execution without any trial. At last, Louis XVI was 
guillotined on January 21, 1793 after just a formal trial. 

King’s execution proved harmful to the power of the Girondists. 
They issued Assignats to improve the finances of the country. The 
reduction in their prices produced a great financial crisis and the Gir¬ 
ondists were condemned for it. The people of Paris made a plan to 
supply cheap bread for Paris but it was opposed by the Girondists. 
This also contributed towards their unpopularity. They abo published 
some resolutions. By these resolutions, they wanted to reduce the 
influence of the Commune of Paris. This further antagonised the Giron¬ 
dists in the eyes of the masses. 

The gap between the parties widened day by day. Danton tried 
for a compromise between the two but failed in his attempt because the 
Jacobins were not prepared tor a rapprochement. At this, Danton 
remarked, “T<?w know not how to forgive .” 

The influence of the Girondists was on the wane. They had lost 
the confidence and faith of the people and were steadily losing ground. 

On the other hand, the Jacobins were preparing for a battle with them. 
They had full backing of the National Guard and the Commune of 
Paris. The Girondists did nothing to save themselves. On the cont¬ 
rary* they made a great blunder and held Marat and Robespierre, me 
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leaders of the Jacobins, responsible for the September Massacre. The 
court acquitted them. The Girondists also failed in their attempts to 
shift the National Convention from Paris to Versailles and to abolish the 
Commune of Paris. They appointed a Commission to enquire into the 
conspiracies against the National Convention. The Commission ordered 
the arrest of Herbert who was the leader of the plotters. This infuriat¬ 
ed the Jacobins and they decided to enter into a final struggle against 
the Girondists. The Commission was abolished. The Convention 
was intimated and it ordered the arrest of 29 leaders of the Girondists. 
They were arrested and hanged later on. Madame Roland was one of 
them. . t the time of her death, she said — 

“Oh Liberty ! What Crimes are committed in thy name !’* 

The situation in France was really critical. The assassination of 
the Girondist leaders created a stir in the country. There were revolts 
at many places. The Allies were marching towards France speedily. 
England had blockaded France. The Tacobins faced the situation 
bravely. They suppressed the internal levolts and saved the country 
from external dangers. In this way, they put an end to.the influence 
of the Girondists once for all and installed themselves firmly in power 
in France. Hazeo says — 

“ The victory of the Commune was the victory of the Jacobins who 
became the masters of the Convention .” 

3. Causes of the Fall of the Girondists : — 

(/': Lack of Organisation The main cause of the fall of the 
Girondists was the lack of organisation in them. Their organisation 
and work was not based on any set policy and principles. They were 
patriots but had no practical experience of life. On the contrary, their 
opponents, the Jacobins, were well organised. They had their branches 
all over the country and their influence in Paris wrs supreme. They had 
a fixed policy and fixed principles of work and their branches worked 
under the strict supervision of the central body They were highly dis- 
ciplincd<and there was a remakable co-ordination in their work. The 
Girondistsihad no influence in Paris and no organised branches in the 
country. About the organisation of the Jacobins, Hazen says — 

“Affiliated with t :■ mothers club in Paris, they (Jacobin Clubs) 
formid a net -work virtually receiving order from Paris , developing great 

talent for concerted action.*' 

(2) No Influence in Paris —Paris was the centre of activities of 
the revolutionaries. The Girondists had no influence over the Com¬ 
mune of Paris and the Mob. Both were opposed to the Girondists 

and lent no support tc them. 

The influence of the Girondists was limited to far off places where 
they were not organised properly. The Commune of Paris and the 
Mob were strictly controlled by the Jacobins and they were the main 
source of their power. With the help of these tw'o institutions, 
tlhe Jacobins succeeded in overthrowing the Girondists. 
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The Girondist Leaden — There in no doubt that the Girondist 
leaders were wise, patriots and had high ideals. Thev were 

ld?nt 2 3 * S * * nu ^ lacked the Practical experience of life. They did^ot 
f ? 8 *i means to achieve their aims. On the other hand the 
Jacobin leaders were real,sts and practical. They were ferocious' and 

SESffiS A-MS 1 * eirCDd - *>■ u,timate,y ’ ** 

A Inle T‘ Pe A Ce _T , he po ‘ ici “ fol,owed by the Girondists led 
to internal disorder and anarchy and it pared the way for tneir downfall 

There were revolts in various parts of France for bread. The inflation * 

resulted in tne fallofprices of Assignats and it deepened the financial 

crisis. People held the Girondists responsible for tneir Hardships and 

began to hate them There were uprising and demonstrations against 

them which gave a severe blow to their power and influence. 

(5) Defeat in Wars — Austria and Prussia attacked France The 
French army was defeated because of the weak foreign policy of th- 
Girondists. People held the Girondist# responsible for their defeat" 
Their war-policy proved fatal for them. On the other hand, by their 
war policy, the Jacobins changed their defeat into victory. Their success 
at home and abroad added to their power and influence and led to the 
fall of the Girondists. 


(6) Treachery of Pache and Dumouriez — Louis XVI had admit¬ 
ted Pache and Durmouriez, the Girondist leaders, in his Cabinet. But 
later on, they joined their opponents Their desertion weakened the 
Girondists to a large extent. 

(7) Murder of Twenty-nine Members of the Girondists _ The 

Girondists tried to abolish the Commune of Paris and shift the Conven¬ 
tion from Paris to Versailles. This infuriated the Jacobins. They 
attacked the Convention on May 31,1793 and got 29 members of 
the Girondists arrested. Later on, they were put to death according 
to the verdict of the Revolutionary Tribunal. It gave a severe blow to 
the power of the Girondists while the Jacobins became more powerful 
^and influential in France. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. The Girondists—Residents of the District of Gironde; Patriots and men 
of high ideals ; Idealists and lacked experience ; Pache. Dumouriez. 
Brissot and Madame Roland were their leaders. 

2. The Work of the Girondists — (1) Favoured war against Austria. (?.) 
Supported Louis XVI and were taken in the cabinet (3) France was 
defeated in the war. (-1) Imprisonment of the king and of monarchy in 
France. (5) They tried to annihilate the influence of the Jacobins by 
taking advantage of September Massacre but in yam (6) Opposed the 
execution of Louis XVI. (7) Resolution regarding new constitution. (3) 
Devaluation of Assignats and problem of bread led to financial crisis and 
Girondists were held responsible for it (9) Struggle for supremacy between 
the two parties and the success of the Jacobins therein. 

3. Causes of the Fall of the Girondists—(1) Lack of organisation, (2) No 

influence in Paris. (3) Girondist leaders were idealistic and lacked 

practical experience. (4) No internal peace. (5) Defeat in warn. (6) 

Desertion of Pache and Dumouriez, (7) Murder of 29 members of the 

Girondists weakened them. 
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The Jacobins 

Q. 3. Who were the Jacobins ? What part did they play I® tbe 
French Revolution ? Why did they'fall ? 

Or 

What were the principal characteristics of the Jacobin Government 
in France ? Account for their failure. 4 

Ans — 1. The Jacobins—The Jacobins were opposed to the 
Girondists in the Legislative Assembly. They were so called because 
its members belonged to the Jacobin Club. They used to assemble in 
the club and held discussions on political matters and formulated 
their policies. They wanted to abolish monarchy in France and 
establish Republic based on the principles of liberty, equality and 
fraternity. As compared to the Girondists, they were coarse, ill-edu¬ 
cated and unscrupulous. Their policy was very cruel and ferocious 
They were realists and practical. They believed in using all kinds ot 
means, legal or illegal, to achieve their ends. They were practical 
politicians who were prepared to run great risks. Its leaders belonged 
to the middle class. They were lawyers, businessmen, • clerks and 
writers etc. Danton, Robespierre, Marat, St. Just and Robert were 
prominent among them. They were all hot-blooded terrorists. They 
were good orators and organisers. 

They were extremist revolutionaries and more efficiently and thoro¬ 
ughly organised through their clubs spread all over the country. They 
were highly centralised and worked according to the policy framed by 
their Central Club. The Jacobins had great influence in politics because 

of these clubs. 

2. Work of Jacobins—These clubs believed in the sovereignty 
of the people. They were of the opinion that law must be based on 
the will of the people and that the Government should also act accor¬ 
ding to the will of the people. People must keep an eye on the activities 
of the government. Those who flouted ttie public opinion and acted 
against it were traitors and deserved punishment. These ideals gave 
rise to rift and dictatorial terdencies in the country. It spread chaos, 
anarchy and disorder. It led to the establishment of ‘Rule of Terror’ 
in France. There were revolts at various places. The robbers and 
dacoits held sway and there was a sort of civil war in the country. The 
Jacobins took full advantage of this situation. They brought the 
National Guard and the Commune of Paris under their control and 
increased their power and influence. They annihilated the Girondists 
by the use of force and established their Supremacy in France. It K as 
been rightly said, \'The Jacobins controlled the Paris Commune ; the 
Paris Commune controlled policies of Paris and the policies of Paris 
controlled France .” 1 

After assuming the sovereignty, they established ‘Reign of Terror’ 
in France. They were the strong champions of terror. They tried to 
solve the problems of their country through terror. They suppressed 
their opponents and enemies and saved their country from internal 
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revolu and foreign aggression. For the success of the ‘Reign of Terror* 
m Fiance, they followed the policy of‘Blood and Iton\ The Committee 
of Public Safety, the Committee of General Security, Revolutionary 
Tribunal and Guillotine were the chief organs of their work. Any 
body could be imprisoned according to the Law of Suspects and puni¬ 
shed by the Revolutionary Tribunal. Through these means, they 
» destroyed their enemies,hanged the leaders of the Girondists and put an 
end to their power and influence. The National Army of Carnot helped 
them a lot to achieve this end. They tried to control the rising prices 
by. the*Law of Maximum'. Metric system was also introduced in France 
to bring about uniformity in weight and measures. Efforts were also 
made to prepare a civil code in the country. 

The Jacobins tried to reduce the influence of Christianity in France. 
Herbert proposed the ‘Worship of Reason’ and Robespierre sponsored 
the Worship of the Supreme Being. In religious matters, both the 
leaders of the Jacobin club and the Girondists were diametrically 
opposed to each other. After their Herbert Rebespierre death, religious 
freedom was granted to all in France. 

The Revolution became a terrorist movement on account of the 
policy followed by the Jacobins. The chaos, anarchy and the ‘Reign of 
Terror* terrified the people. Their policy proved harmful for the 
Revolution. But the Jacobins were very successful in their foreign 
policy. Carnot became the chief war-policy maker. He prepared 
many useful war plans, organised the army and faced the enemy bravely 
• on war fronts. He was able to check the advance of the enemies by 
defeating them at many battles. His success enabled him to earn the 
title of *Organiser of Victory \ 

From the above description, it is clear that the Jacobins improved 
the internal condition in France and saved the country from foreign 
danger but the internal differences among its leaders weakened this 
party. Its leaders Herbert, Robespierre and St. Just were guillotined. 
After this, the Reign of Terror came to an end and the reins of the 
government passed into the hands of Thermidorians. 

This incident is known as the Thermidorian Reaction in the history 
of France and took place on 28th July, 1794, when Robespierre was 
slaughtered. Thermidorians followed the middle-path. The Revolu¬ 
tionary Tribunal was ended. The Paris Commune and the Jacobin Clubs 
were dissolved. Powers of the Committee of Public Safety were .estri- 
cted. In this way, the era of destructions came to an end and peace 
was restored in France. 

Causes of the Downfall of the Jacobins—The following causes led 
to the downfall of the Jacobins :—(1) The leaders of both the parties 
, were killed during the Revolution and the Reign of Terror. In this way 
the Reign of Terror came to an end. The Jacobins succeeded in 
suppressing internal revolts and external aggression. Now France was 
safe internally and extrenally. There was now no need of any terrorist 
party like the Jacobin Club. 

(2) The leaders of the Jacobin club were hot blooded terrorists 
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and strong advocates of the Reign of Terror. They followed the policy 
of ‘Blood and Iron’ to solve all the problems. People were tired of the 
Reign of Terror and bloodshed. Thousands of people had been killed 
and there was discontentment in Prance. People bad started hating the 
Jacobins and their faith in these terrosists dwindled fast. 

(3) The Jacobins had committed atrocities through the Commi¬ 
ttee of Public Safety, the Committee of General Security, the Revolu¬ 
tionary Tribunal and Guillotine since they were the chief organs of 
their operation. The life and property of the people were not secure. 
Their atrocities made the people shudder with fear. The Jacobins had 
lost all faith and people had no sympathy for them. People were tired 
of them and wanted to get rid of their rule. 

(4) The leaders of th« Jacobin club began to interfere in the 
religious matters also. Herbert established‘Religion of Reason’ and 
Robespierre laid great strers on the worship of the Supreme Being. 
People hated them for their dual policy. 

(5) The Jacobins leaders such as Marat, Danton, Herbert and 
Robespierre were the main source of the strength of this party. With 
the passage of time, there was rift in the party. Each leader organised 
a group of his own. Danton was in favour of moderate policy. His 
followers were known as Dantonists. Robespierre was the leader of 
the extremists and favoured fundamental changes in the religion. His 
followers were called Robespierrists while the followers of Herbert 
were known as Herbertists. Mutual jealousy, differences and rift 
brought about the downfall of this party. 

(6) First of all, Robespierre attacked Herbert with the help of 
Danton. He got a resolution passed in the Convention against Herbert 
and his followers and succeeded in putting them to death. After that, 
he preached that the moderate policy followed by Danton was very 
harmful and got rid of him also. Robespierre’s policy of Terror and 
Suppression struck terror in the minds of the upper class people and 
they began to hate him and his party. 

(7) After the fall of Herbert and Danton, the powers of the 
party were assumed by Robespierre. He became the Dictator of 
France. People in general were afraid of him and hated him. He even 
began to suspect the members of his own party. He prepared a list 
of his opponents with the help of St. Just. Those persons began to 
oppose him and made up their minds to put an end to his power. 
At last, they succeeded in getting him arrested. Later on, he was put 
to death. His de^th shook the very foundations of this party. 

(8) After the death of Robespierre, Thermidorian became power- 
ful. They followed the middle path. Paris Commune was dissolved. 
Restriction were imposed on the powers of the Committee of Public 
Safety. In this way the ‘Reign of Terror'and Domination of the 
Jacobin Club came to an end. 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1* The Jacobins—-Members of the Jacobin club ; Loss civilised and nn-sdn^ 
as compared to the Girondists but were realists and^ pStical eSSJ.mS?? 

had strong organisation ; believed in the sovereignty^ of people - ^ 

th^Mob.^ R0beSf>lerre Wer ® their leadera » dominated the Pa^is Commune !2d 

2. Work of the Jacobins-(l) Established Reign of Terror (2) Saved 

Tlr° ltS !<***» ******* (3) Interfered in rel gTous 

matters. (4) Caraots successful foreign policy. (5) Mutual rift and Robes- 

5° hCy gettlng h,a ‘Party members executed. (6) Robespierre’s execution. 
Thermidorian Reaction and end of the power of this party. 

3. Causes of the Downfall—(1) No need of this party. (2) The Reien of 
Terror terr.fied the people. (3) This party los, faith of f^eopV (4)1SooeceTsa^ 

e ““ ,n the , rel h fi° a (?) Mutual ri.t in the party. (6) Robespierre's death 
weakened the party. (7) Thermidorian Reaction. 

Comparison between the two Parties 


Q. 4. What were the ideological differences between the Girondists 
and the Jacobins ? 

Ans. Many political parties and clubs came into being during the 
Revolution in France who played an important iole in the progress 
of the Revolution. Among these, the Girondists and the Jacobin Club 
were the most prominent. Both were opposed to each other and there 
was a struggle between them for establishing their supremacy in France. 
An attempt is being made below to compare these parties. 

1. Similarities between the two —Though both the parties were 
opposed, yet there were many similarities between them. 

(1) Both the parties opposed the monarchical form of government 
because they believed that monarchy was responsible for ail the 
political, economic and social hardships of the people. Both favoured 
democracy, for they thought that democracy alone would lead to the 
good of the people and puc an end to arbitrary rule and social inequa¬ 
lity. 

(2) Both were against Louis XVI and considered him to be the 
greatest enemy of the Revolution. Both suspected him and believed him 
to be the root cause of all the problems of France. Both held him res¬ 
ponsible for their defeat against Austria because in their opinion, he 
used to pass on all military secrets to the enemy. 

(3) Both were fired with the zeal of the revolutionary spirit. Both 
wanted to spread the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity not 
only in France but in other countries of Europe also. Both wanted 
to assume sovereignty to propagate these ideals. 

(4) Both th? parties had many able y brave and patriotic leaders. 
They were tiie strong supporters of the revolution and its principles. 
They were ready to make any sacrifice to further the cause of the 
revolution. 


(5) Both the parties developed out of political clubs. It is said 
that the people of France exhibited keen interest and curiosity in the 
current national political, social and economic matters, and often 
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discussed these individually as also in some dubs and circles. Louis 
XVI summoned the Staws-Oeaeral alter along period of abeyance. 
Members of different estates came to take part in it. Different 
groups met in clubs to disctiss the political policies. In this way, many 
clubs came into being. These clubs gave birth to political parties like 
the Girondists and the Jacobins etc 

2. Dissimilarities between the Two — 

(1) Most of the leaders and members of the Girondists belonged 
to the district of Gironde situated in south-west of France. This is 
why they were called the Girondists. The Jacobins arose out of the 
Jacobin Club. 

(2) There was a great difference between the organisation of the 
two parties. The Jacobins were thoroughly and efficiently organised. 
They had a strong net-work of clubs in more than 2,000 towns and 
villages. They were affiliated to the Central club in Paris and worked 
according to the policy framed by the Central club. They were highly 
disciplined. Hazen says — 

“ Affiliated with the mother club in Paris , they (Jacobin Club ?) 
formtd a vast net-work . virtually receiving orders from Piris , developing 
great talent for concerted action. The di'Cpline that held this voluntary 
organisation together was remarkable and rendered it cap ibis of forced 
and decisive action." 

On the other hand, the organisation of the Girondists was loose 
and they were not disciplined. 

(3) The Girondists had no influence over Paris y the Commue of 
Paris and the Mob of Paris . Their influence was restricted to cities 
other than Paris, provinces and districts. On the other hand, the 
Paris Commune and the Mob were controlled by the Jacobins. This 
was the main cause of the success of the Jacobins and conflict between 
the two parties. 

(4) The members of both the parties belonged to the middle 
class but the Girondists were richer than the Jacobins. 

( 5) There was a great difference between the ability of the members 
of the two parties. As compared with the Girondists, the Jacobins 
were ill-educated, coarse and unscrupulous, cruel and corrupt. 

(b) The leaders of the Jacobin club were realists and had practical 
experience of life. On the contrary, the leaders of the Girondists were 
idealists and imprac'.ical They had a bookish outlook on the world. 
They got inspiration from the philosophy of Plutarch. They were 
grea’lv influenced by the Republics of Rome and Greece and their way 
of governing the people. Thus they championed the cause of Repu¬ 
blicanism. Hazen says — 

''Their ( Girondists ) was a bookish outlook upon the worid. They were 
fed upon Plutarch and boundless was their admiration for the ancient 
Greeks and Romans. They were republicans because they imagined that 



REPUBLIC IN FRANCE 


irradiate the world.*" 0 ** themse!veJ a better chant* to shine jnnd 
opposed to^anarchy 7J and % h 1°^° Ur ^/ t moderat e policy. They were 

Jacobins favoured chaotic cnnriit** ^, rce * On the other hand the 

to achieve their end; ^ f / h and unfair Ians 
creat disorder and use forceto eah, Jh^ir ?t an r d • never hes *tated to 

“ 7,:%' p T fans £™£t' g ;z^ re 

support not only r fr n oraFrance e but '' Sh m £ narchy and so sought 

So they liked to waS A °S ° th " c ° u “fies of Europe. 

The Jacobins were not in favour of “"‘t Euro P ean countries. 

<»ould increase the power ofX Giro^' **?* thou 8 ht that war 

of the people. P * he G ' r0nd,s,s and add to the sufferings 

?nty by controUiSpShe^pSSs^ommune ^Th wan \ to assume sovere 1 - 
anarchy spread by the Commune i T ? ey a 1 way5 °PPosed the 

tosay that Paris is one of^,?«a w d . ° lent ™ ethods - They used 

ence and power should not exceed the^r^S^r °> Fr !! n S?. and . its influ ' 
Jsnard once said, “ Paris be reduced tSashe* lln, ,t A Gir °ndist leader 
on which side of Seine it stood'' * h posterity may ask 

SSS3l=S."S~3~ 

*" h“Z« tu'S'hZZb, fLTJtVf ** 

suspects The Gir^r f a K ga ‘ n i t A ustr,a and slaughtered thousands of 

to S pu Irish The c?nr!lc ,SS the V l olence of the Jacobinsand wanted 

XVI ^ 1 The^Ofr^^r r f^ ^ r ^5 question of deciding the fate of Louis 
th eJ a co b hi s ^executed S f hTE* d r° the king after i trial. But 

eye-wash as a matter of fact S * triaI Which Was a mere 

The ^irondktc 6 ^ Cre re,1 £ ious d, fferences also between the two parties. 

deadly opposed to rh . a *. he, ? ts * Tbe y ba< * no faitb in God and were 
the Pope P The T 3 c C K™ St, i an i lty ’ ^ e Cburch °f Rome and influence of 
Supreme Being. ^ aC °k ,nS bel,eved in God . worshipped Reason and the 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Lonis^XVI Md th “l on F chy and supported repnblic ; 2. Opposed 

prindpTes of Ro^?at^n h «”a° be . e °, emy of the revolution ; 3. Favoured the 
ip cs or Kevolution and wanted to spread them in the world; 4, 
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Leaders of both the parties we to brave and patriotic. 5. Both developed 
out of dubs. 

Dissimilarities—1. The Girondists belonged to the district of Gironde 
but Jacobin 9 were the members of the Jacobin club ; 2. The organisa¬ 

tion of the Jacobins was more efficient than that of the Girondists 
3, Paris, Paris Commune and the Mob were controlled by the Jacobins 
and not by the Girondists ; 4. The Girondists were richer than the 

Jacobin 3 ; 5. As compared to the Girondists, the Jacobins were less 

civilized and Ill-educated ; 6. The Girondists were idealists and impra¬ 
ctical while the 'Jacobins were realists and practical ; 7. The Giron¬ 

dists followed .a moderate policy and were not in favour of the use or 
force. The Jacobins were extremists and favoured the use of violence 
and force ; 8. The Girondists wanted to wage a war against Austria- 

while the Jacobins opposed it ; 9. The Girondists wanted to dissolve 

the Paris Commne but the Jacobins wanted to maintain it ; 10. Their 
attitude towards the- September Massacre was also different; 11. Both 
differed on the question of deciding the fate of the king ; 12. They were 

opposed in religious matters. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Form an estimate of the work of the National Convention in 
France. 

2. Describe briefly the domestic and foreign Policy of National 
Convention. How far was it successful ? 

3. How did the National Convention face internal and external, 
dangers threatening France ? 

4. Write a brief note on the ‘Reign of Terror' in France. 

5. Who were the Girondists ? What role did they play in the 
French Revolution ? 

6. What do you know about the Jacobins ? What part did they 
play in the French Revolution ? 

7. Compare and contrast the Girondists and Jacobins. 

8. Why f did the Girondists fail in the struggle for power with 
the Jacobins. 

9. Review carefully the work of the Jacobins and the Girond¬ 
ists in the French Revolution. (P.U. 1966 ; D.U. 1958) 

10. What were the chief causes of difference between the Jacobins 

and the Girondists ? Account for the failure of the Girond¬ 
ists. (D.U. 1 °64) 

11. What were the objects of the Girondist Party ? Do you 
think that with the fall of the Girondists, the cause of liberty 

in France was lost too ? 

12. “Perhaps no Legislative Assembly in history has been called 
upon to solve such knotty problems as those which confronted 
the National Convention. It coped with all these questions 
with infinite industry and much success.” {Hayas ) 

Enumerate these problems and explain how the Convention 
saved France from internal disruption and foreign invasions ? 

(A.U. 1962> 
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Revolation^— d,d *** e following 

Pierre Ke'J&ffMSSl? Mirabean ' Da “‘°n, Mara, and Robe, 

0r ( A V. 1951, 54, 62 

the rp fl Jio C „ rie G^ 2£«**- ° 

ced by these ideas Mirabeau, Lafavftte Ahh V 786 ' Bcin « >'nfluen 
Madame Roland and Robespierre Eua’* Abbe Sleyes > D anton, Maral 
monarchy, destroy the spec,a7 n >w ? ? r£ach ^ese ideals, abolisl 

is desirable,to have a glim^c tato rhe^ ° n ^Uty and justice. I 
To quote Ketelbey.” 8 “0^y a n^V, and Work of these leaders 

could have produced Montesquiew -Volf^re 1 ' 1 ''^ ‘d ,deas and cu,tun 
produced than, listened to th«n! 'Voltaire and Rousseau or havinj 

*• Mirabean ( 1749 - 91 ) 

of the revolution. ^H^w^bonT lmport ? nt P art in the early stage; 
This city was situated on the bank *J e n prov,nce . ofMirabeauin 1749 

noble family. He had very uelv f<- Durenc ® river. He belonged to a 
tongue was malformed. His^face had if" r He WaS a cripple and his 

had a strong body and it wassaid -w ° f * mal, - Pox - However, he 
. Was sa,d ’ H,s wry ugliness was his power." 

wise 0 and" mte^nfp^on^ £ d qUal:tieS ' He a " educated, 
statesman. He vfas a man of i>™r 7™ 3 , very ca P a ble and efficienl 
history, politics and sociology 8 H e wTs‘S' had keen interest in 
sharp intellect. He had a brf h, and hwrt^f fire ° US and possessed 

core, H M^aLTu Uh wL a one de of S L n0r / theorist : A realist to the very 
Revolution. It has been rinhtlJ^ 0 ranking personalities of the 

in a dissolving society ’’ A ^cnn Sa! ^’ He was the adventurer of genius 

ty ' A cour ageous and influential person, he was 
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fiery orator, and was quite capable of infusing *a new heart and 
ck’into the dejected hearts by his forceful speeches. 

He was very ambitious and violent. He could not get on with 
relatives. Unscrupulous and cynical, he was sentenced to jail many 
>es because of his illict relations with many women. So he was hated 
the people. 

He was bold and courageous. He joined the Berry Cavalry 
igiment but was imprisoned when this regiment was defeated. He 
t a chance to travel England, Holland and Prussia and acquired a 
od experience of life.. Carlyle says — 

“In these strange wav-farings , what has he not seen and tried ” 


He was very much impressed by the parliamentary form of the 
vernment established in England and wanted this type of govern- 
:nt in France also. 


His Work—After his travels in foreign countries, Mirabeau came 
ck to France and began to take active part in politics. In 1789, he 
ed to become the member of the 1st Estate but he was unsuccessful, 
ten he leaned towards the Third Estate and was elected to it. Hence 
rth, he'took leading part in carrying the revolution forward. He 
:bame a famous leader by dint of his qualities of head and 
art. 


Mirabeau was a strong advocate of monarchy but was deadly 
>posed to the unlimited powers of the monarch. He was of the view 
at the king should use his powers for the welfare of the people. When 
e king summoned the States-General on 23rd June, 1789, he declared 
at three estates should meet separately. Mirabeau criticised the king 
>r siding- with the privileged class and refused to meet separately, 
'hen the members of the Third Estate met in the Tennis Court to take 
ith, Mirabeau declared that they would not disperse until the king 
;cepted their demands. Louis XVI had no other alternative but to 
zree to their demands and the States-General was transformed into 
fational Assembly and Mirabeau became its President: 


Mirabeau opposed unlimited monarchy but favoured a constitu- 
onal monarchy. He was the only member of the National Assembly 
dio had full knowledge of the situation and the constitutiohal pro¬ 
les He advised Louis XVI to become a constitutional head as also 
o bless the revolution. He wanted to establish limited monarchy i n 
ranee as'it prevailed in England. He used to say that strict separa- 
ion between the executive and the legislature was very harmful and 
/ould ultimately lead to chaos and anarchy. Many members of the 
National Assembly began to suspect him for working hand and glove 

vith the king. 


Mirabeau was the will-wisher of the fcmg and the royal family. H ; 
dvised the king to become the constitutional head. He opposedIthe 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and said that more heed should be 
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jBid to duties thani rights. He advised the king not to encourage wt 

He also asiced hun to escape the Mob and fly from France ThZ 

refused to do so under the influence of his queen. The king and t 

C0 ^ ati ° n -spewed hi 

Mirabeau was also suspected by the National Assembly becau 
he was the supporter of monarchy. In order to put a check to his now 
and influence, they passed a law in 1789 preventing the members , 
the National Assembly from accepting a post of mirus.er in ^ kTnV 
cabinet. Mirabeau opposed this law tooth and nail. The members r 

the National Assembly turned against him. Mirabeau had a larg 

sum of money from the king to clear his debts. The result was th- 
the people began to suspect hi.a ali the more. 

Mirabeau also worked as a member of Parts Com-nune and Jact 
bin ctub president of National Assembly and commander of th 
National Guard. Mirabean s compromise formula between th 
authority and democracy did not succeed because both the king an, 
the assembly suspected him and even the Jacobins thought of him as • 

traitor. According to Prof. R.L. Mukerjee, “His policy of statesm* 

like compromise was impossible with an introvert king, a jealous assemb 
and populace leavened by Rousseau's doctrines.” 

Mirabeau left no stone unturned to save the country , the king ant 
the people from the vioience, bloodshed and evils of the ruleofth< 

Mob. However, he remained unsuccessful in his efforts. He expressec 
his grief in these words before his death. v 


l, It is clear that we are perishing—royalty, authority , the whole 
nation. The Assembly is killing itself and us with it” 

* carry in my heart the death-dirge of monarchy , the dead remain* 
of it will now be the spoil of the factions.” 

Mirabeau was a very popular leader. He died on 5th April 1791 
His funeral procession was nine miles long and thousands of people 
and the representatives of the king and the Jacobin Clubs joined it 
There was mourning in Paris for three days. Ail this speaks of his 
popularity and greatness. It has been rightly said about his greatness. 

“fPM him perished greatest man of the revolutionary epoch 
and the last of the French monarchy.” 


Lafayette (1757-1834) 

.• His Early Life—Lafayette was born in an aristocratic family 

in 1757. Though he belonged to the privileged class, yet he was very 
much impressed with the ‘Social Contract’ of Rousseau and his ideals 
of liberty, equality and fraternity. He became the staunch supporter of 
the revolution. He was a true patriot, brave, bold and courageous. 
However, he was neither a statesman nor possessed an attractive 
personality like Mirabeau. 
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Lafayette was an idealist and a very emotional person. He was 
^ry happy when.the Americans declared war against England in 1775 
ider the able leadersnip of George Washington because he thought 
tat the Americans wanted to give a practical shape to the ideals of 
,.ousseau. He helped the people of the colonies in America and tought 
gainst the English. Washington and the people of America paid a 
reat tribute to his bravery and courage. Lafayette wanted to follow 
he policy of George Washington. 



t His Work—Lafayette worked with great seal in the early years 
c >f the Revolution and he became very famous. He tried to preach the 
>rinciples of liberty, 

equality and fraternity 
or a long time. He 
i*as elected lo the 

otates-General in 1789 

0 

ind he worked whole 
heartedly for the 
'establishment of the 

'National Assembly. He 
knade declaration of 

the fundamental hum¬ 
an rights. He worked 
as the Vice-President of 
the National Assembly 
.and became popular 
on account of support- 
ting the new constitu¬ 
tion. He believed in the 
, constitutional monarchy 
t and advised Louis XV I 
to act as a constitu- 
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tional head, but the Lafayette 

king and the queen suspected him and had no faith in him. 

After the fall of Bastille, the revolution took a violent turn. Chaos 

and anarchy spread in Paris. In order to check disorder and to restore 

peace Larayette^^ the National Guard and became its president. 

He did praise-worthy work of protecting the life and property of the 

people. He had great influence in the Pari3 Commune also. He 

guarded the pa’ac where the king and the queen were kept as 
prisoners. 

In spite of his good qualities, Lafayette had certain defects which 
earned him a bad name. Louis XVI tried to escape to Austria 
secretly and the peop»e suspected that Lafayette was helping the king to 
desert France. The Mob ol Paris assembled to demonstrate in favour 
of the republic and against monarchy. Lafavette ordered the National 
Guard to fire to disperse the Mob. Thousands of people died and they 
began to hate Lafayette.,Lafayette was not a mao of violent tampera- 
meot, so he could not lead the revolutionaries when the revolution took 
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a violent turn. Lafayette lost his fame and popularity when the violent 
leaders like Danton and others took the leadership of the revolution 
in their hands. Lafayette retired to the countryside in 1791 to lead a 
peaceful life. x 

After leading a peaceful life for some time, he again began to 
-take active p rt in politics. He did not support the mob when it 
attacked the royal palace on 10th August, 1792. Under these circum¬ 
stances. he organised an army and attacked Belgium but was defeated. 
He had to spend some years of his life as a prisoner in Austria and 
Prussia. He was fortunate enough to get a chance to return to 
prance in 1799. 

Lafayette severely opposed Napoleo * when he took the reins of 
government in his hands aad became the emperor of France. After 
the defeat of Napoleon in 18’5 in the battle of Waterloo, Lafayette 
tried to destroy the administrative system set up by him. He went to 
America in 1824. The people gave him a warm welcome and hono¬ 
ured bim. He became the leader of the revolution of July, 1830 and 
wo r ked enthusiastically as a president of the National Guard. He died 
in 1834 at the age of 77. 

3. Abbe Sieyea (1784-1835) 

1. His Early Life—Abbe Sieyes was born in 1784. Born in a middle 
class family, Sieyes’ father had been a ‘Registrar of Deeds*. Sieyes 
had sharp intellect and extra-ordinary thinking power. After his educat¬ 
ion, he began to take part in politics with great enthusiasm. He studied 
rthe ideals of the great political philosophers of Europe. He was an 
idealist philosopher and had his independent views He was not attach¬ 
ed to any political party. His parents wanted to see him as a clergyman 
i>ut this profession was not to his liking. He had a great passion for 
politics and considered himself to be a perfect politician. He used to 

say — 

“The science of politics is one in which , I th : nk> lam perfect* 9 

He gave proof of his learning and wisdom by doing praisc-wor- 
'thy work in the formulation of various consititutions during the revolu¬ 
tionary period in France. 

His Work—He was elected to the States-General as a represen¬ 
tative of the clergy but, he advocated the cause of the commoners 
There. He had compiled his ideas about the Commoners in a book 
which had been'written in question-answer form. These questions 
and answers are full of deep meanings. He became very famous aud 
popular after the publication of this book and it sold like hot cakes. 
He himself put the questions and gave their answers. Some of them 
.are given below — 

“ What is the Third Estate V 9 he asked 

“Everything” 

‘What has it been in politics upto now ?** 

“Nothing.” 
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“ What does it desire ?** 

**To become something .** 

Abbe Sieyes did a lot of work in the preparation of the new consti¬ 
tution and the fundamental human rights mentioned in it. But he. 
refused to express his opinion on these topics because he thought that 
the excited persons were unable to understand his ideas He also 
worked as a President of the National Assembly. He was the staunch 
supporter of the constitutional monarchy. 

He was elected as a member of the National Convention in 1792 
He played an important role in framing the new constitution He pre¬ 
pared a very useful plan for education but Jt could not be put into 
practice for paucity of funds. The Jacobins succeeded in controlling the 
Paris Commune and the Mob and established ‘Reign of Terror* in 
France. Abbe Sieyes was deadly opposed to this rule. He criticized 
the policy of‘Blood and Iron’ followed by the Jacobins and tried to' 
crush it, but he failed in his design on account of the majorty of the 

Jacobins. As a result, he remained aloof from the revolution for 
sometime. 

After leading a peaceful life for somj time, he agiin jumped into 
the political arena and began to take part in politics. He aho worked 
as a. member of the Committee of Public Safety and helped in the 
formulation of the Constitution of 1795 as also passage of many laws 
to check terrorism. J 


After the dissolution of the Convention on October 26, 1795 the 
reins of the administration passed into the hands of the Directory which 
consisted of five members. Abbe Sieyes was also an elected member 
of the Directory. He also served his country under the Consulate He 
was very much impressed by Napoleon’s ability and thought thkt he 

« Tr a pr ° per l e | d to the c ° un ' r y- He helped Napoleon to become 
the hrst Counsel and Emperor of France. He felt disappointed when 

Napoleon also began to act in an arbitrary manner but, he remained 

oya. to him. After the fall of Napoleon, h/left France bu, cam” back 

^lns"n gl Th hlSbelt service to the country during the July Revolu¬ 
tion of 1830. This great statesman and true patriot died in 1836. 
Leaders like Mirabea also praised him for his service to the country. 
The Jacobins also paid tributes to him for his contribution to the 
cause of the commoners and his revolutionary zeal and called him a 

Kevolutionary Man. 


4. Danton (1759-1794) 


of the Er«J; a . r,y ^ lfe — D l nton was one of the prominent leaders 
ChamoaLne n ,h an r ?, hc RevoIution - He was born in 1759 in 

tion he fhifted °^ a P e *sant. After getting higher educa- 

» to Paris, and began to practise as a lawyer and soon 
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became very famous. He used to sav 9 ‘Pari* /» iu a * , , - 

the country and the sentinel of nation.'' He was veryfoTof ifterafure^ 
He was a very able, learned and 
wise person. He was a skilful 
debator and an orator. He could 

ience spell-bound 
and infuse new spirit and life into 
them. He was a practical states¬ 
man. He was a patriot to the 
backbone and worshipper of the 
Revolution. Madelin says : — 

‘'He was French to the 
very marrow of his bones and was 
a volcano with the purest flame." 

He ** 15 obstinate and cour- 
ageou but not blood-thirsty. He 
was d tifu!, liberal and magnanim¬ 
ous. He had a very kind and 
soft heart. 

2, His Work*— In the Danton, a Jocobin Leader 

beginning, he supported monarchy but king’s foolishness and his stupid 
actions made him a staunch republican. 'He left no stone unturned for 
# l! le P r °g ress of the Revolution and the establishment of a Republic 
This is why he was called the Hercules of the Revolution He belonged 
to the middle class but he worked f >r the betterment of the lot of the 
lower order. People praised him and called him the Mirabeau of the 
middle class It has been rightly said, “ What the nobleman Mirabeau was 
to the* Bourgeoise, the bo:trgeo : se Danton was to the Parisian Proletariate. 

Hz founded the Cordelier Club with the help of Marat and Des¬ 
moulins to oppose the king. He was the m:mber of the Legislative Ass¬ 
embly. He fully understood the importance of the Paris Commune. He 
wanted to set up democratic form of government with the co-operation 
ot the Paris Commune. He wanted to dominate it and change it into a 
revolutionary Commnue to further the cause of the Revolution. 

r *if n aM 92, France had to face grave situation when the army 
°c A1 ,es Were advaoc « n g towards France. The commander 
of the Prussian army, Duke of Brunswick, issued a proclamation 
threatening to raise Paris to the ground if the people injured 

\ ° f , th u f° yal fami,y * Dant ° n f^ed this situation 
boldly. He stormed the king s palace on 10th August 1792 with his 

1 ‘ 0l ; owers - He disgraced the king, imprisoned him and put many of his 

followers to death. To face the external danger, he organised a strong 

and powerful array with the co operation of Carnot. Compulsory 

rnniury training was introduced in the country. In this way many 

soldiers were trained and sent to different fronts of war. Tae French 
array defeated the Allies at many places. In this way, Dmton suppres- 

sed tne internai and externa! enemies of France and saved the country 

and the revolution. Danton was the chairman of the King’s Council, hi 
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fact, he was the de facto ruler and dictator of France. He dominated 
the council and the Paris Commune. His policy to annihilate the ene¬ 
mies has been expressed by him in the following words : 

“The Revolution is between the two fires—the enemy at the frontier, 
and the enemy at home. In my opin : on , the way to stop the enemy is 
to terrify the royalists. Audacity , more audacity , and always greater 
audacity should be our yatch-word .** 

Louis XVI was called a traitor and after a nominal trial he was 
guillotined on 21st January, 1793. King's execution created bad blood 
between the Giiondists and the Jacobins. The peasant in the scum 
raised a standard of revolt against the revolutionaries. There were 
many demonstiations in various cities as well. Many countries ot 
Europe formed a coalition and waged a war against France. To crusn 
the enemies of the revolution, Danton setup Committee of Public 
Safety. Thousands of people were slaughtered through Law of Suspects 
and the Revolutionary Tribunal. In this way, there started a Reign ot 
Terror in the country. 

Bar,Ion was not blood thirsty. He did not like to continue the Reign 
of Terror unnecessarily. He. was in favour of following a moderate 
policy after the defeat of the internal and the external enemies. At this 
his own companions became his opponents and girded up their loins 
to put an end to his power and influence. They soon got a chance to do 
sc France defeated Austria at the battle of Valmy but Dumounez joined 
the camp of the enemy. The army sent to conquer Holland returned 
without anv success. Danton wjs entrusted with the task of investiga- ± 
ting into this matter. The Girondists levelled a charge against Danton 
that lie wanted to become the independent ruler and dictator of France 
with the help of Dumouriez. Danton delivered an eloquent speech in 
the Convention and proved himself innocent. Robespierre continued 
conspiring against him because he wanted to become the leader of the 
revolution and assume sovereignty. At last he succeeded in his designs. 
Danton was arrested alongwith his companions and put to death on 
5lii April, 1794. His death was deeply mourned by the people because 
he loved them. With his fall, France lost a statesman who could possi¬ 
bly have dominated the course ot events. 

At the time of his death, he said to the hangmen : — 

“Show my head to the people. It is worth showing." 

Seeing the selfishness of Robespierre, he addressed him saying : 

“O, Vile Robespierre , the scaffold claims you too". 

S ime writers are of the view that Danton was not a man of prin¬ 
ciples and cannot be given a high place in the history of the revolution. 
But there is no denying the fact that he was’ brave , courageous and liberal. 
He was the true lover of the country and the revolution and he work- . 
ed throughout his life for their safety and protection He set up a 1 
strong government in the couatry and defeated the army of Prussia. 

He tried to remove the differences between the Girondists and the 
Jacobins and organise the republicans for the welfare of the people. 

He did not favour endless and useless bloodshed and take the revolution 
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^he importance of his work has been summed up 
by Grant and Temperley in the following words :_ y 

„f p “ Tt } e fiz ure °f Dant0 1 is a somewhat strange one in the history 

r V H ’\? a u°f le ? re Z ar ? ed as one of the most blood-stained 
oj the Jacobins, He hid advocated in the crisis of August 1792 ' Audarl- 

ty and always audacity'. Yet the more his career is scrutinised the more 
clearly do we see that, though he was capable of violent action when 
occasion seemed tj call for it his constant effort was to prevent the revo¬ 
lution from falling into the abyss af anarchy and bloodshed wh’ch we 
knew awaited it. He desisted to return in many ways to ancient methods 
he advocated, at a time when it was dangerous to do so. mercy- authority 
and respect for government. Jacobin with the Girondist party and he 
made overtures to them jor that end." 

5. Dr. MARAT (1742-1793) 

I. His Early Life and Character—Marat was born in 1742 
in France. He belonged to an ordinary family. He worked as a doctor 
.and served under Count of Artois for some time. He had great interest 
in Physics. The University of Scotland honoured him by conferring 
the degree of Doctrate upon him for his research work in Physics. He 
was very fond of writing books and editing newspapers. He was very 
brave, bold and fearless. He championed the cause of the poor and 
had true sympathy for them He was always ready to make any 
sacrifice and undergo any hardship for the welfare of the people. He 
loved the people and the people worshipped him like an angel. The 
king and the officers tyrannised him in many ways. So he had to live 
in cells and sewers to escape them. Tne result was that he caught 
many skin diseases. But he continued to fight for the ciuse of the poor 
His Work—Dr. Marat is one of the four eminent leaders and 
sponsors of the revolution. He was attached to the Jacobin club. He 


began to take active part in the 
politics of the country af:er the 
summoning of the States-General. 
He was in favour of neither mo¬ 
narchy nor the parliamentary type 
of government prevailing in 
England. He favoured only that 
government which could really 
serve the people. He was a man 
of violent temperament. He edit¬ 
ed a newspaper from r 719 to 
1792. He criticized the king, the 
court, the clergymen and nobles 
He instigated the people against 
the anti-revolutionaries. 

In 1792 the Paris Commune 
took up the leadership of the revo¬ 
lution and assumed sovereignty. It 
increased the influence of Marat 



Dr. Marat 
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and he became an influential leader. The army of Prussia was advanc T 
ing speedily towards France. Its commander, Duke of Brunswick, 
issuedt a declaration asking the people of France to surrender 
and hreatened them, with dire consequences if they injured any 
member of the royal family. The situation became very serious. 
France had to face the enemy at the frontier and the enemy at. Home, 
There were revolts at many places. The Jacobins were determined to- 
protect the country from internal troubles and external aggressioiK 
To maintain internal peace and security, the committee of Public hatety 
was set up and Reign of terror was established in France. Marat was. 
the chief member of the Vigilance Committee. He was bloodthirsty. 
He took violent actions against the anti-revolutionaries and tried to 
suppress them with force. He used to say, “ We must establish the 
despotism of liberty to crush the despotism of king " 


He mady a plan to terrify the royalists and execute them on a. 
large scale. He organised a group of mardcrers and thousands of men 
and women .vere slaughtered from 2nd to 6th September. This inci¬ 
dent is known as the September Massacre and Mirat was its leader. 
According to Prof. Hazen : — 

“Day and after from September 2 to September 6 , a cold blood 
murder of non firing priests, of persons suspected or accused of aristo¬ 
cracy , of the innocent and guilty y of men and women, went in without 
trial without pity." Regarding his violent temperament, Hazen says: — 


“He was one of the most blood-thirsty characters of the time." 

But there is no denying the fact that whatever he did he did it 
for the success a.id safety of the revolution. By his policy of ‘Blood 
and iron’ he crushed the enemies of the Revolution and prepared the 
country to face the external danger. • 


Marat was elected member of tiie National Convention. Being 
tired of his violent policy, the Girondists sued him but they failed in 
their design. This infuriated Marat and he made up his mind to 
destroy the influence and power of the Girondists. On Juhe 2, 1793 
fie besieged the hall where the National Convention was holding its 
meeting with the help of -ome soldiers and gunners. In this way he 
forced the Convention to pass a resolution for the imprisonment 
of 29 members of the Girondists. Thus the Jacobins became the 
masters of the Convention About his success. Prof. Hazen says :— 

“ This was Marat's day. He, self-styled friend of the people , was 
the leader of the movement from the beginning to the end of the fateful 
June 2, 1793. By this act, Jacobins became the masters of the Conven¬ 
tion." 


People were tired of the tyrannies and violent activities of Marat. 
They thought him the devil incarnate In 1794, a lady of Nermady 
named Corday enterd his bathroom and killed him. She was attached 
to the Girondists. The people were sad at his death and he was deep¬ 
ly mourned by them. In order to honour him, his dead body was 
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kept i n ,he national tomb. His work and achievements have been 
rightly summed up in these words : — 


Whath ever he did . was done only with a view to brin» about the 

tolu'i%°f tC Re / 0,ut:on , U was P° nted out that with his love of po 0 ph 

undent lOr' M ? rat W1S the onl y revolutionary leader who had a real 

1nfr7caThl7 ° fCVen,S an 1 P ,° Wer ° f Sraspingthcm as a whole in their 
be ° r '?g on one another He foresaw what was to com far better 
than any oj his contemporaries ” 

6 MADAME ROLAND 

Madame Roland was a famous revolutionary worn in H*r hus- 

eeousTad v rC <!:' r d *?Y. irnm r nt She was a beautiful and coura- 

ge< us lady. Sae hid keen interest in politics and administration. She 



Madame Roland 

Avas a learned, wise and far-sighted woman. She was a skilful writer 

In her writings she was always opposed to the arbitrary powers of the 
Jang and queen. 
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Roland was very much influenced by the political ideas of Rousseau 
and wanted to establish a republican form of government in 
France based on these principles. She always spoke and wrote against 
the special rights of the privileged class. 

Under her leadership, the Girondists did remakable work for the 
progress of the revolution. She had much to her credit to organise 
this party. The Girondist leader Buzot was her lover. The meetings 
of this party were held in her house and here they discussed political 
problems and formulated their policy. They assumed sovereignty 
of the state from March, 1792 to July 1792. Roland was all in all m 
the cabinet of Buzot. According to Hazen 

“For the real head of this group ( Girondists) that had its hour 
upon the stage and then was heard no more in ine deafening clamour of 
the later vevolution was Madame Roland , their bright particular star. ' 

Roland hated the Jacobins , their terrorism and their leaders 
Danton, Marat, Robespierre etc. She opposed their ‘Reign ot Terror 
The Jacobin leaders committed many atrocities ana slaughtered 
thousands of innocent men and women. fhe king and the queen 
fell prey to their Reign of Terror and they were murdered in cold 
blood. Roland was accused of instigating people and was hanged in 
1794. At the time of her death, she said, “Oh Liberty, what crimes 
are committed in thy name." 

7. ROBESPIERRE (1757-1794) 

I. His Early Life and Character—Robespierre was born in 
1757 in a city named Arras. He belonged to a middle class family. 
He took the degree of a Barrister from the Law School of the University 
of Paris and started his practice in his own town. Soon he became 
a prominent lawyer. After sometime he was appointed as a Justice 
of Grimes in a military tribunal but he lack ; ibe courage to pronounce 
the death sentence on the criminals. So ae resigned this post. He 
began to take active part in politics ana organised the Jacobins with 
the co-operation of Danton and Marat. He was the staunch advocate 
of the political philosophy of Rousseau. 

%r 

Robespierre was a man of old ideas and traditions . He used to 
wear silken socks and breeches. -was very fond of putting on 

fanciful clothes and curly hair. He did not hanker after wealth and the 
pleasures of life. He was an educated and cultured person. He was 
a skilful orator and writer. He was honest, truthful and dutiful. 
Kropotkin says :— 

“ The fact is Itis fanaticism . which sprang from the purity of his 
intentions .kept him incorruptible in the midst of wide-spread corruption .’ r 

He was vain, obstinate and stubborn and committed attrocities 
and tyrannies like obstinate people. Grant and Temperley say : — 

“He was vain and his vanity was increased by the admiration of 
his friends. Thus , it comes to pass that during the period which this 
prophet of humanity and disciple of Rousseau dominated France , is also 
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a period when the reign of terror was seen at its worst and most destru - 
the.” 


Robespierre had keen interest in the study $of the philosopcal 
ideas. He-was deeply influenced by the democratic principles and 
ideas of liberty, equality^and fraternity as propounded by Rousseau. 
He had deeply studied ‘Social Contract’ and regarded Rousseau as 
his true teacher. He compared ‘Social Contract* with the Bible and 
this book lay at his table upto the last moment of his 1 fe. He was 
honest and a man of high moral standard. He unsuccessfully tried to 
establish democracy based on the ideas of Rousseau and morality. 


2. His Work —Robespierre was 
of the Revolution. Before the election 

General, 



described 
representative, 
influenced bv 
member of the 


one of the prominent leaders 
of the members of the S ates- 
he wrote a book in which he 
the qualities of an ideal 
People were very much 
it and they elected him 
States General in 1789. 
Soon he occupied a foremost place 
among the leaders of the terrorists. 
Mirabeau used to call these leaders of 
the terrorists as The Thirty Voices.” 
Mirabeau had a very high opinion of 
him and predicted that soon he would 
become a famous leader because he had 

full faith in his ideals. He was the 

% 

staunch advocate of democracy and an 
opponent of monarchy. 

He did not ocupy an important 


Robespierre 


place in the National Assembly 
but was elected to the National Convention by virtue of his merits 
and sense of duty. He was the member of the Jacobin Club but he 
had his independent views and did not support all the principles and 
policies of the Jacobins. After the fall of the liberal leaders, the 
terrorists dominated the scene and Robespierre became their leader 
and was all in all in the Jacobin Club when Danton lost his in¬ 
fluence. After the execution of the king, the power slipped out of the 
hands of the Girondists and Robespierre established his control over the 
Convention, the Paris Commune and the Committee of Public Safety. 
After taking the reins of administration in his hands, he tried to set up a 
democratic form of government based on the ideals of Rousseau. 


He wanted to establish 1 Reign of i Virtue ’ and to achieve this end 
he never hesitated to use terroristic methods and took lull advantage 
of the ‘Reign of Terror.” He fully understood that it was impossible 
for him to realize the cherished dream of his life without taking re¬ 
course to these harsh measures. He used to say : — 

“The main spring of Government in times of peace is virtue ; in 
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times of revoluticn it is virtue and intimidation—virtue without which 
intimidation is disastrous and intimidation without which virtue is 
impotent .” 

The Girondists started war against Austria and Prussia. Robes- 
pier re opposed their policy tooth and nail because he believed that 
war would be harmful for the cause of the revolution. The armies 
of Prussia were advancing towards Paris, Their Commander Duke 
of Brunswick issued a threatening proclamation. The situation became 
tense and gave. There were enemies at home and abroad. Robes¬ 
pierre was infuriated and he setup ‘Reign of Terror’ to crush the 
internal enemies and the external aggressors. In order to restore peace 
a " d n ° L r f er ^nd suppress internal revolts, he organised the Committee 
ol Public Safety. With the help of Law of Suspects and the Revolu¬ 
tionary Tribunal thousands of people were put to death. 1376 persons 
were sentenced to death in Paris alone from June 10 to July 27. Tnere 
was mass kiljing in Fiance during the Reign of Terror which cortinued 
from June 1 /93 to July 1794. Heads fell like slates. Madalin says : — 

... ki'Jedpeople in Virtue —Virtue clad in chaste white was stained 
with blood 


„ , Rob “PJf. rre was , responsible for the establishment of Reign of Terror 

TJ^ S S, k! > A g A f Wl,h their help ’ he succeeded in crushing inter- 
£ u u and defcatln 8 external enemies. But we must remember that 
although he was not the cause in the establi .hment of Regin of Terror 
yet he was responsible in taking it to the extreme. He did not use it 
to realize his personal ambititions but to give a practical shape to his 
ideals. He wanted to establish Reign of Virtue, based on the principles 

used to say—’ ^ US ‘ ng V '° en ‘ means - In support of Reign ofTerrorf he 

. 'Tyj ants be set us without on our borders and friends of tyranny cons, 
pire within. In smh a case the main principle of our policy must be this 
to govern, he peuple by reason and enemies of the peoph by terror 

J^reforl, tiZTt^Zd ^^’ """ 

.i ^ cob * n ^ ader Herbert was an avowed enemy of Christianity and 
the Church of Rome. He believed in worship of the Reason .But 

hl°n. e .t P Jn rre H ad ?>?• fait r 10 lU After the faI1 ofDanton and Herbert 
lie put an end to this religion and sponsored a new religion in its place. 

It was known as the Worship of the Supreme Being. It preached the 

d °h H ne r° f unity . of G ? d > the mi 8 ht of the Supreme Being. His worship 
and the Immortality of the Soul Robespierre himself used to say : — 

Atheism is aristocratic The idea of Supreme Being who watches 

the oppressed , innocent persons and who punishes triumphant crime is 
thoroughly democratic. 

Great sXree t l on morality in this new faith. He took 

this idea from Social Contract.’ He was of the view that morality 
is the only means of annihilating vice in the world. In his speeches 
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its imp r orta B nce e to ^t^ople'but h.^princTplf if *° bring hom 

the way to do so. 1 and he a,so did not show then 

cession 8 was d ta f ken V oit W by h tht memters^f^'n DeW faith - A P r ° 
leadership of Robespierre. ™ A lare^ number* ?°. nvention under th, 
in the garden of Tuileris But t -L fT, ‘mages were burn 

^ th * Pe0 ^ and* ended* with^he S 

.r M?SrSoSrtif '’° rr ?- t ° .*». 

could notgivea pracdcafshaV to his ^.h^ his A , eyes - he 
power he became so headstrona'thaf he h g , h ? e ? ls - After coming to 

of the people but also slaughtered them ruthlessly. d the pr0p " ty 

From the above description it is clear fhn p u 
dominate the political as well as relieioui fnh* * obes P ierre tried to 

time he remained a dictator and a pronhet ThS f'™ 0 * and for some - 
fact that his ideas and ambit ons werf nnr* T * a IS no denying the 

means adopted by him were ternfying a^d ha? d f f“Tf“ Ve but the 

that he earned a bad name aid^^i h hateful. The result was 

had to pay a heavy price for it and^Mast h* 8 *" to , ? ate him - He 

misdeeds. 1 ast be was guillotined for his 

pierre suweed^in ^^ushiag C °the internal Oanton and Robes- 

France through the ‘ Reign 0 /Terror' ' a ft a ,u d exterr, al enemies of 
follow a moderate policy RoZZ^ L ' that Danton wanted to 

wanted to continue the ‘Reign of Terror • Th?£ P H ? £ ,0 11 because he 
among the Jacobins. 8 J 7 ’ T h ese differences caused rif: 

he was bent^upotf^suppres^ng^^his a dlctator and 0,1 powerful. So 

operation of Din ton accused wfrhlrr PP°P ents - He sought the co- 

ned him. Then he * Herbert being an atheist and guilloti- 

spare h7m. Hedominated tto t0a ^ he did not «ke to 
him arrested He wac h* a ^° nventlon a nd succeeded in getting 

Robespierre terrified the other I ^ terwa f ds ’ These heinous actions of 
to bate andcondemn^h?m Peonle helH °l ^ JaCob ^ ns and *ey began 

•nass-killinc chaos and fl nS hed . h i m res P ons ibIe for blood-shed. 
His new fafth ato ncrea S ed ^e hy ni r h d /°V September Massacre. 

heed to remove th- ecfnomir h n ?'? ber °/ hlS enemie5 - He paid no 
he alienated mLy p-rsons from hfm P » paop,e ' Ia th ' s way. 

•disgraced and rufned “ aad they wanted t0 see h ,m 

sSssssssrJsi^ 
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vas a lo, of confusion -d violence His opponent, moved .a resolu- 

ion for the arrest of Robespierre a arrested and sent to jail. 

ion was carried and consequently commune which in turn 

lut Robespierre still controlled the Parts Commu escaoin „ from 

:ontrol led all the jails in France. So ey sue Convention 

he jails and took shelter in Hotel d Vine. At tnis 

leclared him an outlaw Some of the officer ^ of his 

;ieged the hotel under the comnmnd of Barras^Jn th Qunce the 

riend Robespierre prepared an appeal to the peopi , he 

Convention for its adtion. But before he could sign his appease 
was arrested on the-spot by the soldiers of Bari-as. J infl . cted that 

itained at that time. It is possible l k et “ g . h 1794 i t is said 

hat he gave a loud shriek at the time of death. With his end me 
*eign of Terror ended in France. 

Many historians and writers have expressed their views about 
Robespierre. Allard says : 

••Robespierre was a hypocrite and he erected hypocracy as a 
system of government. 

Lord Acton writes : “Only this is certain that he remains the 
most hateful character in the forefront of history. 

Thibadeau opines -."There was something of both Mohammad 
and Cromwell in him. But his devotees called him Messiah. 

According to Thomson : "He was the little man of humble origin 
made great by the upheavel of Revolution: 

Kmootkin writes : "He was one of the very few physicians of that 

tim^who never wavered in their revolutionary faith nor in their love for 
the democratic republic .” 

Grant and Temperley opine : 

“Robesbierre was without question and extremely popular figure 
if, Paris supported by large number of admiring and devoted friends. 
It was 'the'tragedy of his life and the cause of his failure that the attem¬ 
pts which he made for the reconstruction and regeneration if France had 
to be made in an atmosphere of war and violence. Their failure was 
probably inany case, certain ; it was under the circumstances almost 

immediate and fatal to himself. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


1 . 


Mirabeau— (1) Bom in a city named Mirabeau in 1749. (2) Ugly appe- 
r . nr . v n\ Able wise statesman, violent and skilful orator, (4) 
Elected member of Third Estate in 1789 ;.(5) Supporter of monarchy 
bit opponent of arbitrary rule (6) President of the National Assembly 
Jid great stress on duties than rights ; (7) Suspected by the king and 
the people alike ; (8) Wo ked as President of National Assembly and 
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3. 


5. 


6 . 
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bloodshed and rule oVlteM6b ; (/o/Died^nsi. GUard * (9) opposcd to 

the TdSs of 5? Rous 4 s } ^u } - J)° I piiSo I t 75 Ld h nob, ® f “ mil y but supported 
(3) Took part in th Am rican W^nf bul ‘ acked faVS^ht ; 

States-General as repre“ ntSve oT nnh^ Pe(4) E'^ted to the 
mental human riehts • (to ah„ f , n ° blllt y ^ .( 5 ) Formulated the Funda- 

Commander of Sfe |Niuonlf c,^ a co J StitUti ° Dal monarc ^ ; (7) 

Paris Commune * (8) Lost reoutati^n h v ^ • grea I ? lnflue n c e in the 
fire the demonstrators iLfore St orderiD e National Guard to 

/or some time and^gain F^ce “ clu ded life 

in a middle cla *> * ; (2) An 

;? *a <s? ssss 

ffi. 

S"S’£“ .S'-TY «>»'i »SKS: 

shed"cord~ 1 ie r ^ c Iu^t & 1 and*^^ e ° 

(6) Charnred the Park r mtmbfcr of Legislative Assembly. 

(7) Favoured the Reitm ^°™ mi,ne O lnto a Revolutionary Commune, 

and the Septemb^ Massacre l l L ' d atta £ ki °6’ s Palace 

the war but guillotined in 17I4 bfRobespierre a mcderate P olic > after 

E e ^ d 'Phyfciii. or Had great 42 interest 0 i D °tSg S 
wanted 6 f^^tEtnen't?)!' England^mi 

S=H^^F>' a r Sssa-.'Tr^ o^e 

Girondist and estaWKhm P ° rt 4; 0t r °‘ e in reducin S t.,e influence of the 
b y agf;, S ^edCorfay S in 0 f93 hC SUpre “ ac y °< ^ins, (8, Killed 

co a umge e ous 0 ^irtr‘Ln W rI e rsigh«e a d °OoZs. f 

th° d terrorisrn of X^cob£ a^S *' , ^SSST% "SSSSS 
in 1794. Jacobins and the Reign of Terror : (6) Guillotined 

A^ Pie ^ Wor 7 k?d'I^ (,) H *"* ‘"a 17 . 54 “« ™ dd '* class family in 
thc jacob.^s t'fh the help" of" "“nlir' 1 " °I “ me < 3 > Organised 

o V f r 'Rous° r eau- r s iSt"' ^ du,dful but Vain “^obsttaate!’ (j/ AdSc 
1789 as a membcr S nf°thi. Vlr Th. e 'a Elected to the States-General in 
and Opponent of Moo Tb' r d Estate, (7) Supporter of democracy 

Commune* and th°e CommUte^o Safely t C ° Dventi f °°' PanS 

“a^ou^d ti^fht ^^n ° f t V ^- '° ^b^hf3 ^e^^Tth: 

follow moderate poiicv created^rif? 6 P ro P e 5*y> (12) Damon's advice to 
Danton and Hert^ 04? Ja<£br s 006 lo ™J aCObinS ' (U) Gulllot ,ned 

got him arrested and guillotiU in 1W ™ 3 “ UP agamSt h,m - 
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UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Form an estimate of the part played by the conspicuous 
leaders in the French Revolution. 

2. Estimate the part played by Mirabeau, Danton, Marat and 

Robespierre in the French Revolution of 1789. (A.U. 19&2) 

3. Give a sketch of the career and character of Robespierre 

and explain why he failed to give a stable government to 
France r (D u - 1965 > 

4. Briefly'review the part played by Mirabeau in the early 

Stages of the Revolution. 



REIGN OF THE DIRECTORY (1795-1799) 


The National Convention framed a naw republican constitution 
of France. According to the new constitution, the executive authority 
of the State was vested in a committee of five Directors. It was 
known as Directory. The new constitution was introduced in 1795 
and the Directory worked upto November 19, 1799 when it was dissol¬ 
ved by Napolean. Every Director worked as the Chairman of the 
Directory for three months in rotation. During that period he also 
worked as the President of France. The four years’s reign of the 
Directory was full of internal troubles and conspiracies which ultima¬ 
tely led to its dissolution in 1799. The Directory failed to solve the 
problems of the country and improve its conditions because the Direc¬ 
tors were selfish, and inexperienced and were not dutiful. They 
lacked ability, honesty and sense of duty and indulged in corruption and 
bribery. The result was that the condition of France grew from bad to 
worse during this period. 

Q. I. Give a brief history of the Reign of Directory in 
France and account for its failure. 

Or 

Give an account of the important events of the Reign of 
Directory in France. What factors led to its downfall ? 

Or 

“In the course of four years of its existence, the Directory 
failed to restore even one ruin and brought many more. 
Discuss. 


Or 

Enumerate the factors and circumstances which led to the fall 
of the Directory and rise to power of the Consulate. 

Ans. According to the Constitution of 1795, Directory carried 
on the government in France from 26th October, 1795 to 19th Novem¬ 
ber, 1799. At last, the Commander of the French army, Napoleon, 
dissolved it forcibly and became all powerful in France. Directory couid 
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not tackle the problems of France for lack of able, honest and experien¬ 
ced leaders. It was the most incompetent and corrupt body that France 
ever had. Its reign was full of troubles and rebellions. There were many 
ups and downs in France during this period. Instead of progress. 
Directory led France towards decline. Madelin has rightly said : — 

“The Directory was most incompetent and the most corrupt govern - 
ment that was ever set in France .” 

I. Problems Before Directory —When Directory assumed 
authority, there were many internal and external problems before the 
country. (1) France had defeated Prussia, Spain and Holland in the 
war but she had still to smash the power of England , Austria and Sar¬ 
dinia. The French array lacked war material and they were less effi¬ 
cient as compared to the soldiers of the enemies. (2) France had 
increased the number of soldiers who had acquired experience by taking 
part in many wars. In order to keep them engaged and to increase 
the wealth and prestige of the country, it was necessary to carry on 
constant wars. Otherwise these soldiers would have created chaos 
and anarchy in the country. (3) The Directory had to solve the eco¬ 
nomic problems of the country. (4) It had to remove social misery 
and disparities. (5) Tne Directory had to solve the religious problem 
which had become very complex. 

The Directory had to solve knotty problems but its leaders were 
seifish and inexperienced. Thus, instead of solving the problems con¬ 
fronting the country they made th^ra more intricate by their folly and 
brought France on the verge of decline. Had not Napoleon entered 
the stage it would have been difficult to save both the country and the 
Revolution. 


2 Foreign Policy—The Directory followed the policy of conti¬ 
nuing war against England, Austria and Sardinia. It was decided to 
send two armies toward Austria from two different directions and to 
surround it from both sides. One French army was to advance 
across Rhine through Germany and enter Austria and the other was 
sent across Alps thsough Northern Italy to Vienna. Great generals 
like Jourden and Moreau were incharge of the army of the Rhine 
Napoleon was ordered to invade Italy 

A oflta, y (1 796-97)—Napoleon invaded Italy in 

A , P r n , , h e , h j J<J to face ma,l y difficulties. The soldiers were 

lil-fed and il,-clot,led They lacked confidence. Napoleon overcome 
al these difTicul-ies by the dint of his military genius. He inspired his 

soldiers with new spirit. l„ his first bulletin he addressed them as 
under : — 

‘•Soldiers, you are ill fed and almost naked ; the government owes 
you muck, ,t can give you nothing : your patience and cowage are worthy 
of admiration ; but they bring you no atom of glory ; nor a ray is reflected 
on you. I will conduct you into the most fertile plains in the world ; 

htoZTZr%n7^alT"' * ^ ; ,here you wi “ ** 
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This campaign continued for one year. Napoleon worked 
wonders. It is said : “ He came , he saw, he conquered. ** He crossed 
the Alps with lightning speed and defeated the Austrian army and 
took possession of Northern Italy. He then defeated the Sardinians 
and forced them to sue for peace. As a result of this victory, he 
conquered Savoy and Nice. In order to fight against the Austrians, 
he exhorted his soldiers in the following Words : — 

“ Soldier in 15 days you have won rtx victories , taken twenty-one 
stands of colour, fifty five pieces of cannons , and several fortresses and 
conquered the richest part of Priedmont. You have taken 1500 prisoners 

and killed or wounded 10,000 men . But , soilders, you have done 

nothing , since there remains something for you to do. You have still 
battles to fight , towns to take , rivers to cross' 

(2) Campaign against Austria — After defeating the Sardinians 
Napoleon turned towards Austrians. Lodi Bridge was a great hurdle 
in his way. The enemy was firing gunshots from the other side of 
the bridge. Tn the teeth of murderous fire be crossed the bridge. About 
his wonderful success he used to say: — 

“ Of all the actions in which the soldiers under my command have 
been engaged, none has equalled the tremendous passage of the Bridge 
of the Lodi. ” 

Napoleon besieged the fort of Mantua and entered Milan in 
triumph. About their successive victories N ipoleon’s soldiers used 
to say, “ It is our legs that win the battles”. The Austrians were 
terribly beaten in the battles of Areola and R ; voli and Napoleon 
succeeded in conquering Venice. Tnen he crossed Alps and reached 
Leoban. After the defeat, he forced Francis II, the king ot Italy to 
surrender and sign the treaty of Cimpa Formio on 17th O-tober, 

1797. 


Provisions of the Treaty : — 

(1) Austria handed over Belgium and Ionian Islands to France. 
Now it became easy for Napoleon to conquer Egypt. 

(2) The boundary of France was now extended upto the Rhine. 

(3) Austria gave up her claim on Lombardy. 

(4) Napoleon established a Republic consisting of Lombardy, 
Parma, Modena, Papal territories and Venetia. The Empeior of 
Austria recognised this republic. 

(5) Venice was returned to Austrians compensation for thi loss 

of Nah-rlands.^^^ ^ (he rj ,; lt to rea lize taxes from (lie republic and 

other territories conquered by him. 

Criticism of the Treaty-*! signing this treaty, Napoleon gave a 
proof of his farsight and statesmanship. Tms treaty proved e . 

useful for Franee. 
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Pm*!!? ft shattered the First Coalition against France. It left 
an ally Euro^. any eDemy ° n * he Continent and left England without 

(2) France got natural and scientific frontiers. 

(3) It enhanced the power and glory of France. 

cowiraX*" IO "“" r,Cll “ lld «* <■* »r 

„J?to“ ““ » d 

(6) Napoleon appointed the govemers of Relpinm *u 

newly created republics. In this way he clearly violated d • - h ? r 

of self determination as preached by the Revolution. principle 

ft led^to sudden"rise oV^NaSn'to'fem? 6 ^ ° f Na P o1 — 
_the people of France. P ° t0 f ^s. He became the talk of 

Prof Hazen says :— 

sasa. a?-- * 

The government f™ed° Tim"' bul'^utwi dI P ® ople san 6 his glory. 

victories because he himself had remarked^-" Y flattered him r ° r bis- 

of the career I am7o run.^Do yo^tknkl'h ^ V be « innin 8 
in order to advance the lawyers of nir 1 We t T rium P h ed in Italy 

attempt to deprive me of my corrln^ f'l . Ut the Directory 

master. The nation must have a head who tennd^d 77 S6S Who is the 

His prophecy came , rue whenlZ t " h gl °*" 

assuming the sovereignty i n France InH he succeed ed in 

later on. rancc and become the Emperor 

(3) Expedition to Egvnt 170 R at. 

Sardinia, the 1st coalition ^was the fa,i of Austria and 

fight against England alone The a ° d France had now* to 

England were her wealth e ma,n sources of the tu r 

crush the power of England als^He^d Davy ‘ Na Poleon wanted to 

must ^cnZTto h rfestfoTdZy \ mona ^y or it 

on cent rate our energies on navy a l-\ use ° ctlv e islanders Let us 

Europe is at our feet." a ” d annihilate England. Thafdone 

Directo?f C They'aiMce^approved his Eng,and before the 

=d aD t d o er se° f d him %% 

so ho S nd P( ^« A fW! 

attack England. At 
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last he decided to invade Egypt which was the Key to the East. By 
invading Egypt he wanted to undermine her supremacy in the 
East, deprive her of Indian empire and destory her commerce. He 
himself used to say — 

“England drew her strength not from English mines and factories t 
from English brains and characters , but from fabulous wealth of India. 
w Once cut that nerve and the mighty colossus would reel and fall.'* 

He invaded Egypt on May 19, 1798 with the help of 38,00C 
soldiers and a fleet of 400 ships. He succeeded in conquering Malta 
and Alexandria. He defeated the Mamelukes, on July 21, 1798 in the 
Battle of the Pyramids and captured Cairo. The Commander of the 
English Navy, Lord Nelson, attacked Napoleon and inflicted a crush¬ 
ing defeat to the French fleet at Aboukar Bay. In history, it is 
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known as the Battle of the ^ile. This defeat shattered Napoleon’s 
dream of conquering the eastern empire of the English. It smashed 
the nan of France and established the supremacy of the English over 
* the seas. It has been rightly remarked. “ The famous Battle of Nile 
decided the fate of France for ever. It not only established the supremacy 
of England over the Mediterranean but also had a side shock to Napo¬ 
leon's hope of conquering'ter o ossessions in the East." 
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In the words of Prof. Hazen — 

* n ti'r. T ™r%j tle T, 0 f theN K ,eW , IU °f ** most decisiv ? sea-fights of this 

w^ nJt hi^Lt." ^ Nap ° leon s fi rst tasle °f Br Msh sea-power. It 

# 

M a r.^„ in c ern i al Tu di , tion in France deteriorated in the absence of 
Thf t, Eng an ^ h fi organised the Second Coalition against FrancS * 
, e French .army had been turned out of Italy and the enemies were 

itetaefficfe. t n h ad H| FranC f‘u directory had earned a bad name due to 

^ and lng of l , he ln ‘ erna I problems. Under these circum- 
F™?’rn ( v e ° n returned to France leaving his army to its fate in 

Hasten ° f pr ° Ved an utter failurc - 

successful. ’ F 8yptian Campaign of 1798 was spectacular rather than 

failed mlserTb^o ^ ? Pab ' e Commander like Napoleon But it 
France. 

rioraied * 

”™' d A«i g :"aS“h'S'Le'SiS"' ripe' TZ 

^tapTove^the «oS >f 3on fr rf faded 

Z%TZ IS^SKSdhg^ people were' In^grS 

for their economic crisis Dtrectory and held it responsible 

up and pe^wered^nf of V The pri o CS ° f the commodities had shot 
busy in “ S ^ Se,fish P ™ s were st.°i 

of the people Moft of.be U " due advanta g e of the poverty 

while a few wealVhy persons led P h,^ °!V he / erge of starvation 

declined rapidly ancHamilv life had hi S u 6 ' 500131 condition had 

French had degraded raorallv shattered altogether.' The 

very popular. 'Family men had nith ^ ? S 5° CaSy and had become 
is said, “Due to therZgeso/' dtorc! ° r° WUh their w ives. It fi = 

rc S u,«d,„ to., ^ 
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of fanciful gaieties. The rich lived, ate and drank in the hotels 

and squandered their wealth on luxuries of life. There were 232 

itheatres in France and they were the centres of corruption. People 

had degraded morally, and to check this moral degradation was 

-beyond the power of the Directory. Evil, vice and immoralhy 

reigned all round. Medeline has summoned up the social condition 
an these words — 


“In short, vice and perversity reigned supreme in France and there 
was no longer any morals left in France of those days. It was certain 
*that she would face a terrible calamity.” 


, Th * Religious Condition— There was chaos in religious sphere 

also. The Civil Constitution of 1790 had made church a part of 
the state and France had cut off all connections with the Pope of 
Rome. This created unrest among the clergymen. The situation 
.aggravated during the reign of the Directory. The clergymen 
refused to act according to the laws of the National Church. The govern¬ 
ment tried to suppress them by force. The result was that this 
problem became more intricate and complex and the Directory failed 
to solve it. 


3. The End of Directory —Napoleon returned to France at 
the proper time. The Directory had become very unpopular because 
of its inefficiency and corruption. It was torn by mutual jealousies 
and hatred of the Directors and the members of legislature. The 
administration had become very loop and the lives of the people had 
“become miserable. They were tired 3Tthis state of affairs. Under these 
•circumstances, Napoleon made a plan to overthrow Directory with the 
help of Abbe Sieyes. 


Napoleon felt sad when he came back to France. On seeing 
the deterioration in the condition of his country, he once spoke to the 
.Secretary of the Directory in these words — 

“What have you done with this France which I left so brilliant ? / 
left you peace , I find war. I left you victories , I find defeats. I left you 
the millions of Italy , I find losses of spoliation and miseries .” 

On 10th November, Napoleon’s soldiers surrounded the buildin** 
where the legislators were holding the session. When Napoleon 
•entered the Chamber of the Deputies, he was strongly opposed by 
its members and they said, “Outlaw him ! outlaw him. Down with the 
Dictator , down with the tyrant .** There was a great confusion in the 
house and Napoleon was brought out of the Chamber in a state 
of unconsciousness. His brother, Lucien, who was the presiding 
officer of the House, helped him a*lot. Tne soldiers stormed the 
•Chamber under the leadership of Marat and the members fled from 
the House. A small committee of both the Clambers who supported 
the conspirators passed a resolution dissolving the Directory and 
establishing Consulate consisting of three Counsuls in its place. Napo¬ 
leon, Ducos and Abbe Sieyes were the first three Counsels. A com- 
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mittcc was set up to formulate 3 new constitution in France. Thus, 
Napoleon overthrew the Directory by violence and force. He himselF 
used tq say:— 

“7/ is the epoch of my life in which I have shown impossible ability 

4. Causes of the Failure of the Directory —The following causes 
were responsible for the failure of the Directory. 

(1) Inefficiency of the Directors —There was chaos and disorder in 
the country. France was confronted with many political, economical 
and social problems which required able and dutiful (leaders to solve 
them. But, unfortunately, the Directors were incompetent. They could 
not solve these problems and led to the fall of the Directory. 

(2) ) Corruption —There was lack of honesty among the government 
officers during the regime of the Directory. Bribery and corruption 
was rampant during this period. The people had lost faith in the 
Directory and they began to condemn it. 


(3) Mutual Differences —There was no harmony between the 
Directory and the legislature. Their mutual differences and internal 
strife gave rise to conspiracies and it became difficult to control the 
situation. 


(4) Weak Heme Policy— The Directory followed a weak home 
policy. People did not fear laws. This led to revolts in different 

provinces which, in turn, created chaos and disorder. The Directory 

could not cope with the situation and became unpopular. 


(5) Dwindling Finances -During the reign of the Directory, ther 
economic condition deteriorated very much. There was enormout 
waste in public expenditure. A large part of national wealth was 
spent on administration and army. National debt increased The 

ELilcnS' 1 ' 1 " M r "'' C, “ y '"I’™ 1' U* «■»<*« Si 


(6) Foreign Poll -— The foreign policy of the Directorv was 

aggressive and unprincipled. It failed miserably and gave r^e to second 
Coalition against France which entangled France incessantly in wars 

(7 } L< ?£ k . °f Co-opemion among the Directors—The Directors were 

Si 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Tha Reign of Directory, 1795-1799 


1 . 


3 . 


4. 


5. 


a society and 


} ® n * ,aa< ^ Austria and Sardinia continued 
war agauist France. t2) To keep law and order it was necessary to keep 
the soldiers engaged in war. (3) There was economic crisis in The 
country. (4) Degradation in society. (5) Religious problem was intricate. 

Fra A^^ aded r Ita ly undct the command of Napoleon. 
( J\ ^ Sardinia. (3) Defeat of Austria and Treaty of Campo Formio. 

(4) Napoleon s campaign in Egypt, m 1798. was unsuccessful. 

^ COa ° mi J l Cris ^' (2) deterioration 
morality. (3) Religious problem had become complex. 

End of the Directory— <1) Napoleon returned to France (2) He was 
^h M° Ti riSlS f a A 1 L ( r d c (3) * * * His conspiracy to overthrow the Directory 
'of C onsu 1 a te P ° S,cye5 ' (4) Fal1 ° f Dircctor y ^ establishment 

Causes of the Failure of the Directory— (I) Inefficiency of n.ro-»-tr. 
(2) Corruption. (3) Mutual differences between the Directory arid tin 
legislature (4) Weak Home Policy. (5) Weak Fmanccs ^ 

ssive Foreign Policy. (7) Lack of co-operation among the Directors. 8 

Constitution of 1799 or of the Year VIII 

Q. 2. Give a critical account of the Constitution of B7<*? 
of the Year VIII in France. 


Ans— After the overthrow of the Directory, a new Constitution 
was formed under the guidance of Abbe Sieyes. It was prepare*! 
within a month and introduced in December, 1799. Napoleon was 
the chief architect of the new Constitution and its outlines had been 
drawn by him. Consulate was established in France according to 
this new Constitution and it remained in power from 1799 to 1804. 

I. The Executive —The executive power was vested in three Consuls. 
They were elected by the senate for ten years and could be re-elected. 
One of them acted as a First Consul. He enjoyed absolute powers. Ho 
had the rjght to promulgate law, appoint and dismiss ail civil and 
military officials. He could wage or stop war and enter into treaty with 
other countries with the consent of the legislature. The other two 
Consuls advised and assisted him. Napoleon was the First Consul and 
was assisted by Abbe Sieyes and Ducos but later on he -dismissed 
both of them. Napoleon was appointed the First Consul for 10 vears 

but in 1802 he was appointed the T .st Consul for life. Ther$ was a 

Council of State consisting of 10 members and its main task was to 
propose legislation. They were appointed by the Senate. 

2, The Legislature i— 

(1) Senate —Senate was the custodian of the Constitution. It 

was the upper house. It consisted of 80 members who were appointed 

by the legislative Body for life and they could not be removed. In 
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the beginning, it had $0 members and k was proposed to elect 2 
members each year and raise its strength to 80 after ten years. It had 
the power to appoint Consuls and the members- of the Tribunate' and 
Legislative Body. It could reject or ratify the laws, referred to it by 
the Consulate and the Legislative Assembly. 

. C 2 ) Tribunate It conisted of 100 members-who were elected 

Sena ( f T °l V erm of 10 y ears - 11 had the power to discuss 
reject or ratify the laws submitted to it by the Council of State It 

could make no amendment in them. All the laws passed by it were 
submitted to the Legislative Assembly. y 

w ^islative Assembly— It consisted of 300 members who 

Trihi.ni e t Cted by 1116 Sen ? te T for 10 years. All the laws passed by the 

aaenl nl rlS S ,f nt l ° the Legislative Assembly. It had the power to 
_ Pj ? r reject them but it could not discuss them. All the laws 
passed by it were submitted to the Senate for final approval. 

idMic' Crit,c,s l m —The new Constitution was Dot based on anv set 

s Sis SJf 

absolute powel!' He"^Tfsonof desi!" S' ^P sul who en J°y ed 

rights But h^ was WaS , no to his . Powers and 

statesman and an influential lennl ge ° eral ! ^t>Ie administrator, wise 

honoured him. He was the onlv nerJ^n° P i C had faith in him and 
many polf.icaj IToZ^c ZZZ f *5® people ' He introduced 

order by setting up a strone centra? reforms ; establised law and 

People happy. P r ° ng Central government and made the life of 

First Consul ha^b^en^giveri "unltlf r"a W constitution was that the 
dictator. The Constitution w a un,imited Powers and he was like a 

that there was a demomcvKa^/h*?™- ° ut J vard| y> il appeared 
Constitution established a hichlv r.nt r * n actual practice the new 
There \vas still a republican of a iZCd des P ot . lsm ' in the country. 

sovereignty of the neoDle h™ ° f government in France, but the 
government were a mere dec d em a ion eal T d ' f Dem o cracy a " d popular 

become, vci.ee. mo « 


ZT y , aesi Z™d to keep up 
cally popular sovereignty was gone. 


sham and deception. Elaborate 


v ™ c c/y 11 an. n tabor ate 
of sovereignty but practi- 


way 1 e^s°than ^th o s'? 6 ^loui s S ‘xv?' 8 "co b ‘?. p ?' vers were in no 
according to his wishes in 1802. hJ watmSe Jhl Wa * P re Pared! 
bfe and was given the right to appoint hisfa.^iT'wIyl 
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Republic in France assumed the form of disguised monarchy. It is 
stated that after the proclamation of the new constitution, a lady 
asked her friend, “What is the new constitution T* She replied, “There 
is Bonaparte in it.’* To quote Hazen— 

“Thus, within the space of ten and half years from the assembling 
of the States General at Versailles, parliamentary and popular govern - 
rnent in France fell beneath the sword. The prediction of Marat and 

Robespierre were realised. A military dictator had appeared on the 
scene.** 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Constitution of 1799—It was introduced in December, 1799. 

1. The Executive—The executive authority was vested in consulate of 3 Consuls. 
First Consul was all in all and enjoyed absolute power. He was assisted 
by two other Consuls and a Council of State. 

2. The Legislature 

O') Senate— 80 members. Permanent Body ; elected the Consuls and the 
members of the Tribunate and Legislative body. 

07) Tribunate —' 100 members elected for a term of 10 years ; it could reject or 
accept the laws. 

07/) Legislative Assembly —300 members elected for a term of 10 years. It could 
accept or reject the laws passed by the Tribunate. 

Criticism— 

(/; Not based on ideals (//) Napoleon was all in all (Hi) Napoleon 
introduced many reforms (/v) Napoleon became dictator as a First Consul 
(v) It established centralized despotism in place of Republic. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Briefly describe the reign of Directory in France. What led 
to its fall ? 

2. Enumerate the factors that contributed to the fall of the 
Directory and rise of power of the Consulate. 

3. Briefly describe the political events in France between Octo¬ 
ber 26, 1775 and November 9, 1799. 

4. Describe Napoleon Bonarpate’s campaigns in Italy. 

5. What were the reasons of the Egyptian expedition ? Des¬ 
cribe Napoleon’s campaigns in Egypt and Syria. 

6. “In the course of four years of its existence, the .Directory 
failed to restore even one ruin and brought many more.” 
Explain. 

7. Give a brief account of the Constitution of the year 1799. 

8. Describe the constitutional changes in France between 1789 

and 1799. (D.U. 1958 


NAPOLEON AS a FIRST CONSUL, (1799 1804) 



Life Story of Napoleon Bonaparte 


Q. I. Give a brief description 
Bonaparte. 


of the career of Napoleon 


,^ ns 'T NapoIeon bad been one of tbe most famous generals of the 

r ld - d h,S ° ame TI goes down not onJ y in the history of France but 

wo I rJd * was born whe n France was confronted with 
difficulties and problems. He himself used to say— 

“/ was born when my country was dying." 



earner 00 WaS „ bor - n ° n 15th August, .1769 in Ajacio.th. 
P tal of Corsica. His rather Charles Bonaparte practised as a lawyer 

He was a poor but ease 
loving man. His mothe 
Ramolino was a brave ant 
courageous woman. Fron 
his early childhood, Napo¬ 
leon was fond of hearing 
the stories__of war and mili¬ 
tary generals. He was deepl> 
interested in receiving mili¬ 
tary education and taking 

part in battles. To quote 
him— 


“/ must become a soldier 
and when I become a soldier 
I shall win every battle .” 


Napoleon's Mother 


He was educated in the 
military schools of Bricnne 
and Paris. He belonged to 
a poor family and did not 
understand French well. 
His class-fellows, who came 
of a rich family despised him 
and made fun of him. He 
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compSficSs ^bfVrs n firm^ e P ^fock\^°t U h nt ' 0f iJ, ' treatment of h 
him. One of his teachers said of him " 7 % cre was a volcano insid 
and there is a volcano inside him * youngster is made of granii 

He had keen interest in Military Science, Mathematics, Hisror 

and Geography. He had studde. 
History deeply and he used to sa> 

tu 2 ry lS the t0rch °f tru[h on 
the destroyer of prejudice H 

never wasted a single minute o 

hi? life. He had studied th< 

works, and the ideas of Montes 

quieu, Voltaire, Rousseau, Plate 

and Plutarch, Biography o 

Frederick the Great and the 

constitutions of various countrie< 
ot fcurope. 

NapoIeon^Jed a simple but 
very hard life. He lived within his 
means and helped his family. He 
was not fond of leading a luxurious 
me. He never visited the clubs, 
washed his clothes and cooked his 

Napoleon's Father -“*gre“t enere^nn' Wa L 3 man of 

was sober and sentimental. He wS firm antPobstinatf* He'talked f 

resourced. H^waTfo hTT "L* 

HC UtiHSed ^ valuab^^^wT^He^h.m! 

to loff 11 1 W n ° lhing '° d °’ 1 vague, y think *>"t / have no time 

as a ^tb-i r ieut e enant Pl fn i0 f h °l his ,?««act_edlicati 0 r,, he was appointed 

was 24 wears oM « thC R ° yaI 7^ t,1!ery of France m 1 793 when' he 

the ch v y o?Toulon foT ? r °° f ° f h ! § military genius by capturing 

promoted 'as - '* fw a f e * u * his brilliant success, he was 

promoted brigadier 'General in 1794. In October 179S he 

Protected" the' NT 1 * 1 , la f urrec n5n-5f Vendemiaire In this w .ay,’he i 

ad°deda e n d other feaEo KsZT™ ^ ** **** ° fand ? 

appofnted D thi n r^ h ‘j e4rl £ V j ctories and successes, Napoleon was 

flEht manv ^.£T® ande ,. r ° f the French a ™Y J" Italy. He had to 

after assuminp th<?n*** ^ ust J* ans and the Sardinians. Two days 

g ommand of the army, he married his beloved 
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tsephine on 9th March, 1796. She was six years older than Napoleon 
id was a mother of two children. 



Napoleon Bonaparte 

He had to face heavy odds in Italy. The plight of the French 
soldiers was miserable. They were less in number and were not pro¬ 
perly equipped. He inspired a new life into them by issuing a war 
bulletin. His strategy was not to allow Italy and Sardinia to unite. 
He fought them separately. First of all* he defeated the army of 
Sardinia and captured Nice and Savoy. Then, he turned to the 
Austrians. He crossed the Bridge of Lodi, and took possession of the 
Austrian artillery. He defeated, the Austrian army at Mantua and 
conquered Milan. He inflicted a crushing defeat on the Austrians 
in the battle of Areola and Rivoli and forced them to sign the 
Treaty of Carapo-Farmio. By this treaty, he expanded the French 
Empire and gained natural and scientific frontiers for France. The 
French Colours floated for the first time upbn the borders of Adriatic. 
This treaty earned a great name not only for France but also 
for Napoleon himself. At the same time, it sowed the seeds of 
future wars. 



NAPOLEON as a first consul 



Markham has remarked — 

seeds of PeOCe f ° r Na P oleon > but it laid th, 


Vr^ te th^ is ' he c ° n q u ered the Republic of Venice. He sent tc 

rty crores francs aijid three hundred masterpieces of art. 



The House where Napoleon was born 

Napoleon remained in Italy for about a year and defeated Austria in 
about 26 battles.' He then returned to France. At that time 

Napoleon was at the height of his prestige and glory. He was honoured 

by the people of France and his name become the household word 
tor France. 

The first coalition against France broke up and England was alone 
and without an ally now. The Directory appointed Napoleon as the 
Commander of the Army meant foYtkeJnvasion - of England. It was 
difficult to invade England directly. So, he planned to storm Egypt 
in ? r ~ er to deprive England of her empire and commerce \l+ the East 
which, according to him, were the main source of her strength. He 
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:tacked Egypt in 1798 and succeeded in conquering Malta and Alexan¬ 
dria but, later on, he was defeated, very badly by the English 
ommander, Lord Nelson, in the famous.Battle of Nile. It shattered 
11 the dreams of Napoleon and lie secretly slipped to France. 


Napoleon's Wife Josephine 


Directory failed to manage the affairs of France and run the 
administration successfully. Its foreign policy was an utter failure. Due 
to mutual jealousies, incompetence and selfishness of the Directors, it 
could not solve the internal problems. Its misrule led to chaos and 
anarchy and the peop.e began to condemn it. Napoleon took full 
advantage of this situation. He entered into a conspiracy with Robes¬ 
pierre and overthrew Directory on November 9,1799. About his 
success, he used to say .— 


‘At no time of my life ha\'e I behaved with greater skilly 

After the overthrow or the Directory, a new Constitution was 
introduced in France in December, 1799 and it was known as Consu¬ 
me. The executive power was vested in three Consuls. However. 






NAPOLEON AS A FIRST CONSUL 

in reality, Napoleon, who was the First-Consul, en 
powers. The other Consuls simply assisted aod-advised 
like a dictator of France. To quote him— 


10 ! 


“/am the Revolution , I am France. 




His reforms and military achievements as a First Consul earned 
fame for him <md made his namejmmdrtal. While he was in Egypt 
England organised 2nd CoalititJnagainst France with the co-operftion 
Austria and Russia. Napoleon succeeded in alienating Czar of 
Russia from this coalition./ He defeated Austria in the battle of 
Marengo and forced him tc/ sue for peace. Boi the partiej were 

jFf' incc ??* nt wars and wanted a breathing space. So they signed 
the Treaty of Amiens m 1802 and the war came to endT^ g 

As a First Consul, Napoleon . introduced many reforms in the 

various spheres of life and tried to heal the wounds of the Revolution 

He prepared a ] Civil Code for France, established social equality 

c,at SI r freedom to all. He tried to improve the finan- 

indu«rv d 1 r f ? e .H 0Un t try 1 by enCO H ragi "8 agriculture, trade and 
beSe^d%tied out a large number of reforms in education, 

and arE He left “o stone unturned to make the life of 
people happy and prosperous. 

Na P°}^ n was First Consul for life and given 

Franc^in^sS^TV 15 ^ Ucce . Ss< J r / He was declared the Emperor ©f 
France in 1804/. This whetted his ambitions. 4 . After stabilizing his 

h ' S Country * he be 8 a \ the dreams 

he heofnai m whole of Europe under his feet.)To realize his aim 

organSd die Thfrd rL a r? tl0nS f °- r Wa ~ The result was that E "g |and 
SrtHp TW Coalition against France with the help of Austria, 

Nelson defend w*' , The , C ?, mraander of the English fleet. Lord 

180^ But N a nnl NaP ^ r° n b J ad ' y in the navaI battle of Trafalgar in 
forced hrrS T defeated Austria in the battle of Austerlitz and 

who entered Z / ? aCe ‘ He a,so defeated p ™ssia and Russia 
^onauered J rea t‘ e s with France. By 1807, Napoleon had 

the lcme d of his jLwlr Wh ° 6 ° f EUr ° P<! e * Cept England and cached 

he iotroduced*rh p ^^ ent u P on bringing England to her knees. For this, 

fhV^rade o/Fn^^ K Cnta System by which he wanted t0 1111 Jt 
trreatness of Fnai^ because he thought that the prosperity and 

he failed utterlvfrfh- depended upon her coIonies and trade. But 
on Peninsular wa ? ttei ? pt t0 bumble Great Britain. He carried 

Ho^'l^ssia^ref^ 0 ^^^ ^SS“ ofTntemtd Snsurrec 

Napoleon invaderMoscowlf ff • 

ss -sk ■= -- - 
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defeated at the Battle of Leipzig or ‘the Battle of the Nations’ in 1813. 
Napoleon was imprisoned and exiled to the island of Elba and Louis 
XVffl, the prince of Bourbon dynasty, was crowned as the emperor 

of France. 

Napoleon escaped from the Elba island, reached France on 18th 
March, 1815. Thousands of his old soldiers rallied round him. Louis 
XVm fled to England once again. Napoleon became the Emperor of 
France and ruled for 100 days. This period is known as “The Hundred 
Days” in history.' The allies did not allow Napoleon to become 
powerful and got'ready to fight against him. He was completely defeat¬ 
ed on 18th June, 1815 in the Battle of Waterloo. It sealed his fate for¬ 
ever. He was exiled to St. Helena, where he died in 1821. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Career of Napoleon Bonaparte—(1) Born in 1769 at Ajacio, the 
capital of Corsica in an ordinary family. (2) Got military education in the 
military schools of Brienne and Paris. (3) He was sober, silent, ambitious, 
self-confident and fearless. (4) Took the command of the French army in 
Italy in 1796; defeated the Austrians and Sardinians and got natural frontiers 
for France. (5) Failed in his Egyptian campaign in 1798. (6) Overthrew 
the Directory in 1799 and worked as First Consul from 1799 to 1804. (7) 
Recaptured Italy after defeating the Austrians. (8) Introduced various 
reforms to heal the wounds of the people who had suffered on account of 
the Revolution (9) Acted as an Emperor of France from 1804 to 1815. 
(10) Defeated Austria, Russia and Prussia by 1807. (11) Introduced Conti¬ 
nental System in 1807. (12) Fought Peninsular wars from 1807 to 1814. 
(13) His Moscow campaign of 1812 failed miserably. (14) Defeated at the 
Battle of Leipzig in 1813 and imprisoned in Elba. (15) Escaped from Elba 
but was finally defeated in the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. (16) Exiled to 
St. Helena and died there in 1821. 

Work of Nepoleon as the First Consul 

2. Give a critical account of the work of the Consulate, 
y ' (Very Important) 

// Or 

^Give a brief account of Napoleon Bonaparte as the First 
Consul i.e. his work and main achievements as a ruler or civil 
administrator. -»-(A.U. 1955, 58 ; B.U. 1954) 

" Or 


State briefly the part played by Napoleon Bonaparte in the 

Internal reconstruction of France. How did he internally consoli¬ 
date France and increase his own power 1 (B.U. 1952, 53, 54) 

Or 

“Napoleon was one of the greatest social reformers of the 
woHcT” Amplify the statement with reference to reforms of 
Napoleon as First Consul in France. 

Or 

\ How did Napoleon Bonaparte heal the wounds of France 
'ted by its leaders ? 
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i ?ble administrator to heal the wounds of the Revolution and the 
•upt rule. Napoleon provided an able leadership to the country at 
3 critical time. He was not only one of the greatest generals of 
world, but also a great administrator and organiser. He devoted his 
tention to carry out a number of reforms, some of which proved 
rmanent. It has been rightly remarked :— 

“If the conquests of Napoleon were ephemeral or temporary , his 
Mian work in France was built upon granite” 

i He carried out many reforms— 

|. Principle of Equality—Napoleon had his firm and definite 
ews about the revolution, the people of France and his ambitions, 
e was inclined towards the principle of liberty. During his youth, 
was greatly influenced by the idea of liberty as propounded by 
msseau but the circumstances brought about a great change in him. 
» quote him— 

“What the French needed above all things was equality and not 
erty 

Napoleon recognised only the principle of liberty and laid great 
i,» ss on it. He tried to give equal rights to all by absolishing special 
i /ileges and differences based on birth, caste and creed. All the 
, pie were equal before law and government. All were provided with 

al opportunities to rise in life. Everybody could hold the highest 
( I and military posts by dint of his capability, labour and service, 
i never favoured anybody in this respect.., Napoleon’s Marshalls 
ih as Massena, Ney and Murat belonged to'ordinary families. The 
[icy followed by him can be summed up as follows— 

“Every avenue was kept open to ambition and energy.” 

All the illegal taxes were abolished and all were taxed equally, 
tht taxes were imposed on the peasants. They were not required 
pay taxes to the landed nobles now. All enjoyed equal commercial, 
dustrial and educational rights and facilities.. He invited the emigres 
ck to France and promised to restore their property if it had not 
en already sold. Nobody had the right to enslave anybody. He 
ed to regenerate and reconstruct society on the ideal of equality, 
•of. Hazen says— 

"Napoleon maintained equality before law, that priceless acquisition 

{the Revolution” 

He had recognised the principle of equality because he himself 
is risen through it and the people of France were deeply influenced 

r \ 

2. Administrative Reforms : —The country had been plunged 
Jo a chaotic state and so Napoleon set-up a strong centralized 
>vernment to restore peace and order. 

(1) Reform in the Local Government —Local ^wernment was comp- 
tely centralized and it was dominated by the central government. 
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The people had no hand in the administration of local affairs now. 
Every department was governed by a Prefect, every Arrondisement 
by a Sub-Prefect and every Commune was under a Mayor. But they 
were all appointed by the central government received orders from 
it and were responsible to it for their work. These units hade ected 
Councils but their rights and powers were limited They n£t only 
for four days during the year and the realization of taxes was their 
main function. They had no control over the Prefects, Sub-Prefects 
and the Mayors. Napoleon succeeded in establishing a highly 
centralized administration because people had full faith in him, 
since they had suffered much during the Revolution and wanted peace 

and stability. 


/i?) Legion of Honour— Napoleon started the practice of con- 
fefriftg a degree of honour on the person who rendered useful services 
to tnt state and society. This practice is still in vogue in France. 
Some people crit.eized Napoleon because they thought that he wanted 
to organise a group of persons loyal to him by taking recourse to this 
system/ This honour was granted to both civil and military officials. 
To quote Southgate—■ 

“A Legion of Honour , which was founded in the time of Consulate , 
continued under the Empire and this distinction was awarded alike for ^ 
civil and military services to the state” 

(3) Land Reforms —During the revolutionary period, the land of 
the nobles and church had been confiscated. This land had been sold 
to the peasants at cheap rates. Both Napoleon and the Pope awarded 
their recognition to it. This system proved very useful for the 
farmers. Indeed, in Napoleon they found their well wisher. 

- (4) The Codes —The most durable part of his work was the 

legal codes. Of all the codes, his civil code, known as Code Napoleon, 
is the most famous. This is his greatest contribution to France. Ta 
quote him— 

“My real glory is not having won forty battles ; what will never be 
effaced , what will endure forever is my Civil Code.” 

Before this, manV legal systems prevailed in France, there was 
no uniformity in laws. They differed from place to place. They were 
:omplex, contrary to one another and beyond the comprehension of 
people. In short, the legal system in France was very defective. 
Napoleon appointed the committees of jurists, experts and eminent 
persons to prepare these codes. After four months hard labour, his ,.^ 
Civil Code (Code Napoleon) was prepared bv three learned men of \ 
France. His code was ver\ simple, clear and based upon the principles 
Df justice and equality. According to Hazen— 


t( The Code to which Napoleon attached his name preserved the princifffc 
of civil equality established by the Revolution ” 

According to the Civil Code, every family had a head who had 
absolute authority over the members of the family. Women had been 
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placed under the strict control of their husbands- It was neces^ry 
for every woman to obey her husband. She could not buy or sell 
property without the consent of her husband. Both could divorce each 
dther by mutual consent because of the immorality and grave criminal 
offences. No one had the right to dispose off more than half of his 
property. Tl^e rate of interest was also fixed by law.^ 

His second code was known as the Code of Civil Procedure.lt laid 
stress on compromise and conciliation before taking recourse to law. 
His third code. Criminal Procedure Code dealt with criminal cases. 
His fourth code was known as Penal Code. Provision for punishment 
for different offences was made in it. His Penal Code was severe, 
rigorous and deterrent. There was provision for capital punishment’ 
imprisonment or deportation for life, branding and confiscation of 
property. Jury system also prevailed in France./ The accused could 
take the help of the lawyers and produce witnesses to prove themselves 
innocent. The accused were tried in public and not in camera. The 
accused had no right to get himself released by a writ of Habeas 
•Corpus. The ‘Assize Courts* and the; ‘Circuit Courts’ also helped in 
dispensing justice to the people. His fifth code, the Commerical Code, 
dealt with general commerce, maritime commerce and mercantile 
Jaws etc. 

His. codes gave rapid, cheap and equal justice to all. It was based 
•on the principles of the Revolution and civil equality. It established 
social equality in the eyes of law and secured religious toleration 
'for all. The present judicial system of France is based on it. Due 
to this code, Napoleon became famous as Modern Justinian in Europe. 
Southgate says— 

“The civil code strengthened Napoleon's reputation c; u Modern 
Justinian .” 

The famous Code strengthened Napoleon as an orderly, sys.matic 
and compact codifier of the laws of France. Hazen has summoned 
his views about it as under— 

“The famous Code Napoleon was an orderly , systematic , compact 
statement of the laws of France. Pre-Revolution France had been governed 
by a perplexing number of systems of law of different historical origins . Then 
had come , with the Revolution , a flood of new legislation. It was desirable 
Jo shift and harmonize all these statues, and to present to the people of 
France a body of laws , clear, rational , and logically arranged, so that 
henceforth all the doubts , uncertainty and confusion which had hitherto 
characterized the administration of justice , might be avoided and every 
Frenchman might easily know what his legal rights and relations were, with 
•reference to the state and his fellow citizens .” 

(5j_JSuppression of Liberty — Many of his. reforms marked a 
return to the old regime. He was of the view that social and economic 
inequality gave birth to the Revolution. Thus, he attached no value 
to political liberty and did not approve of the atrocities committed 
in the name of liberty. He curtailed political liberty because it created 
disturbance and prevented the efficiency of the state. He imposed 
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many restrictions on the freedom of speech and press. Only one 
newspaper was published in every Department under the strict super- 
vision of the Prefect. The news of his defeat battleof Trafalgar 

in 1805 was not published in any newspaper till his fall. The rebels and 
conspirators were severely dealt with. In the words of Mamot 

“Of Liberty , he retained nothing but husk *, but virtual autocracy was 
continued with a large measure of social and fiscal equality. * 

Herald has expressed his opinion about his administrative 
capacity, ability and zeal for reforms in these words 

“The utter fearlessness with which the young and inexperienced general 
addressed himself to problems , seemingly beyond a simple man's scope 
characterized the heroic element in Napoleon's mind. There is spmething 
of a Hercules in it. Consider , for instance , how the thirty years old 
First Consul, with a few weeks after taking power , established a civil 
administration which proved to be the one and only stable political insti¬ 
tution France has had in the past century and a half.'* 

3. Economic Reforms— Napoleon knew fully well that financial 
crisis was responsible for the downfall of the monarchy and the Direc¬ 
tory. So he wanted to guard his regime against any financial crisis. 
He took many steps to stabilize the economic condition of the 
Consulate. 

(1) He improved the structure of taxation in the country. Taxa¬ 
tion was based on the principle of justice. People had to pay taxes 
according to their income. Taxes were collected rigorously. Arrears 
were realized and deposited in the treasury. Corrupt and dishonest 
officers were punished severely. 

(2) Strict economy was observed in public expenditure . Unnecessary 
expenditure on administration was avoided. 

(3) Funds were raised from the vanquished countries to meet 
the expen:es of the army. He made his enemies pay the expenses of 
the war. 


(4) Provision was made for severe punishments for the black 
marketeers, profiteers and speculators. 

(5) To improve the economic condition of the country and to 
provide commercial facilities to the traders, he established the Bank of 
France in 1804. According to Hazen —“It was one of the soundest 
financial institutions of the world ” 

About his economic policy, Ketelbey says— 

“He checked the speculation in depreciated currency , regulated the 
Stock 'Exchange and founded the Bank of France 

4. Educational Reforms— Napoleon realized the importance 
of education in national regeneration and in building-up national 
character. With this end in view, he introduced many reforms in 
education. @ 

(1) Primary Schools were opened in every Commune. They were 
run under the supervision of the Prefect or Sub-Prefect. 
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(2) Secondary and Grammar Schools , whether private or govern¬ 
mental, were kept under the control of the Central Government. 
French, Latin and Elementary Science were taught in them. 

(3) Government High Schools called ‘ Lycees * were opened in all 
important towns. The teachers of these schools were appointed by the 
government. 

(4) Special schools such as technical schools, military schools 
and civil service"schools were under the control of the government. 

(5) The University of France was established to bring uniformity 
in education and to control the institutions meant for higher education. 
Its chief officials were appointed by the First Consul. No body could 
open a new school or work as a teacher in it without getting a license 
from this university. 

(6) A Normal School was opened in Paris to impart training to 
the teachers. Facilities were also provided for research work. 

The whole educational policy was based on three principles, 
(i) Loyalty to the head of the state, (ii) Faith in Christianity and 
(iii) Obedience to the rules and regulations of the Department of 
Education and University. 

5. Works of Public Utility —Napoleon was deeply interes¬ 
ted in the welfare of the people. He wanted to infuse life and new 
spirit into every department of government and the lives of people. 

(1) To improve the means of communication and trade, he 
constructed many roads. There were about 22) roads' in~France in 
1811. Thirty roads connected Paris with the frontier of France. He 
constructed many bridges and dams. 

^ (2) Barren land was brought under cultivation. The m irshes were 
drained. To provide the means of irrigation, a net work or canals and 
waterways was laid. Old canals were . epuired and many new ones 
were dug. 

(3) The sea-ports of Toulon and Cherbourg were enlarged fof 
commerical and naval purposes. Special arrangement for their safety 
■was also made. 

(4) • Napoleon was very fond of constructing buildings. He built 

many new buildings and renovated and refurnished various old palaces 
and buildings. ^ 

(5) ’ He did praise-worthy work to increase the grandeur and splendour 
af Paris. He made Paris a magnificent city by constructing many 
roads, bazars, bridges and arches etc. 

(6) *T o encourage art and craft , he set-up the ‘Society for the 
Encouragement of National Industries*. Due to the efforts of this 
society, the trade in sugar, cotton, silk etc. flourished very much. / 

(7) * He turned his attention to ren^pve unemployment from the 
country. Everybody was given the freedom to choose his profession 
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according'to'his taste. He encouraged various industries such as^shoe- 
ihdkihg, hat-making, tailoring etc. to provide job to the jobless 
persons. 

(8) Napoleon took great measures for the progress of art and 
literature in France./ Once he said, “People complain that we have na 
literature. That is the fault of the Minister of Interior ** 

Art and literature were at the height of their glbry in England 
and Germany. Napoleon got a list of painters, sculptors, architects, 
writers, poets and musicians etc. prepared and extended state patron¬ 
age to them. He rendered useful service for the promotion of art and 
literature by granting patronage to the genius of the country. 

About Napoleon’s works of public utility. Prof. Hazen says— 

“This period of Consulate is that part of Bonaparte's career which 
War most contributory to the welfare of his country." 

6. Religious Reforms —The civil Constitution of the clergy 
bad made many clergymen seek shelter in other countries. Most of the 
people in France were Catholics. They were against this constitution. 
These clergymen still had hold on the Catholics in France. Napoleon 
wanted to use their influence for the welfare of the State. According 
to Napoleon, religion works as a unifying force among the political 
matters. He wanted that the head of the State should be a guide in 
Religious affairs also. He expressed his religious policy in the follow¬ 
ing words— 

“The people must have a religion and that religion must be under 
the control of the government. People will say that I am a Papist. I am 
nothing. I was a Mohammedan in Egypt. I shall be a Catholic in France 

for the good of the people. I do not believe in religion . but the idea of 

Cod." 

According to Napoleon, “A state without a religion is like a 
ship without a compass." In order to remove the breach between the 
Catholics and the state, he followed a policy of religious toleration 
and freedom. In order to establish firm relationship betw-een the 
Church and the State, he entered into an agreement known as Con¬ 
cordat in 1801 with the Pope 6f Rome. The terms of the Concordat 
were : — 

(i) The Catholic Church was established as the official church of 
the country. 

(ii) People reconciled themselves to the confiscation of the- 
property of the church and the clergymen who had fled away 
trom France. 

(ii-) The First Consul would nominate the Bishops who would be- 
invested by the Pope. 

(iv) The Priests would.be appointed by the Bishops. 

(v) The Bishops had to take an oath of allegiance to the State. 

(vi) The Bishops aftd the Priests would be paid out of the royal 
treasury. J 
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By his religious policy, Napoleon healed the schism between the 

church and the state. 

By re-establishing Catholicism, he got the support of Catholics, 
to establish his political ascendency in France. The Concordat govern¬ 
ed the relations between the church and the state in France for 103? 
years. The church became a part of state and in future it created 
discord between the two. 

In support of his religious policy, Napoleon used to say— 

“Society Is impossible without inequality , intolerable without a code 
of morality , and a code of morality unacceptable without religion. The 
people need a religion ; the religion must be in the hands of the state." 

7. An,JE£tijnate of Napoleon's Reforms— From the above 
descriptionTiris clear that Napoleon did much useful work as a First 
Consul. ^Iter analysing the fundamental aspects of the Revolution 
and seeing its terrible results, he based his administration on the 
Revolutionary theory of equality of all men but deprived the people 
of their right of liberty. He used to say— 

“What the French need above all things is Equality , not Liberty." 

He was deadly opposed to the principle of liberty and the 
people had no hand in the administration. He could not consolidate 
the Revolution completely and failed to secure to the people all its 
valuable fruits. He could not establish a new political set-up in place 
of the old regime. 

In spite of this, it cannot be denied that he changed the old 
social order and set-up a new one based on the principle of equality 
and carried out far-reaching reforms which ushered in an era of prog¬ 
ress and prosperity. He introduced reforms in varoius spheres of life 
and tried to consolidate whatever was good in the Revolution and 
healed the wounds of the people who had suffered at its hands. 
Although he was a dictator and enjoyed absolute power, yet he had 
the good of the people at heart. By his successful foreign policy, he 
subdued England and Austria and raised France to the height of its 
prestige and glory. He used his powers for the welfare of the people- 
His claim to greatness does not rest on his military achievements but 
on his peaceful reforms which he carried out in internal sphere. He 
laid great stress on merit, energy and honesty in administrative 
matters. He was very hard-working and used to work 18 hours a day. 
By his untiring zeal and capacity, he set-up an efficient system of 
administration in France. His judicial, economic and educational 
reforms and his religious agreement endured for a long time and that 
is a great tribute to his organising capabilities. Many of his reforms 
served as a tower of light to other countries of Europe just as his 
Codes and Bank of France etc. He has been rightly called the creator 
of Modern France because of his reforms. 
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According to Ketelbey— "More important at this time, however, 
than foreign policy, and more permanent than all the conquests which 
Napoleon was ever to make, were the measures he introduced for the 
internal government of France. The efficiency, industry and incorruptibility 
of which he himself was an example, he demanded and instilled through^ 
out the administration.” 

In the words of Southgate — 

“Old problems were solved by him (Napoleon) and he worked for 
the prosperity of France. His achievements as a conqueror came in the 
end to nothing , his empire was over-thrown. But his• works as an 
administrator were too solid to be discarded , his system of government 
survived him and he must be given credit for much that is of permanent 
value in French life to-day.” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Napoleon as a First Consul 

1. Foreign Policy—Campaigns against Austria, wars with England ; Treaty 
of Amiens. 

2. Home Policy—(/) Laid great stress on equality. ( 2) Administrative 
Reforms (i) Reforms in local government (ii) Legion of Honour (iii) Land 
Reforms (iv) Legal Codes (v) Suppression of liberty. 

3. Economic Reforms—Tax-structure based on equality; cut in public 
expenditure ; expenses of Army on conquered countr es ; Commerc.al facilities; 
Bank of France. 

4. Reforms in Education—Establishment of Primary, Secondary, Grammar 
and High schools ; Technical Schools ; Normal schools ; University of France. 

5. Work of Public Utility—Construction of roads, bridges and dams; 
cultivation of barren land and marshes ; enlargement of Sea-Ports; Buildings ; 
enhanc'ng the grandeur of Paris ; encouraged art and craft; removed unemployment; 
promoted art and literature. 

6. Religious Reforms—He wanted to bring church under state Concordat 
with Pope to consolidate his authority in politics; it created discord in the end 
between the Church and the state. 

7. Estimate of his greatness which depends on his reforms. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Discuss critically the work of the Consulate. 

2. Give a brief account of Napoleon’s services to France as a 
First Consul. 

3. Napoleon was one of the greatest social reformers and 

legislators of the modern age.** Amplify. (A.U. 1961) 

4. “The period of the Consulate was the period of Bonaparte's 
greatest and most enduring contributions to the development 
of French institutions." Elucidate. 

5. How far is it correct to say that Napoleon was the child and 
heir of the French Revolution ? 
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6. How did Napoleon preserve the fruits, gains and achieveme 
of the Revolution ? 

7. How did Napoleon solve the problems inherited from 1 
French Revolution or Directory. (P. U. 1966, D. U. 19; 

&. “If the conquests of Napoleon were ephemeral, his civili 
work was built on granite.” Discuss. 

(P. U. 1966, D. U. 19 1 

9. Napoleon’s civil work was more important and lasting th. 
his military conquests. Discuss. (p. u. 196 

10. “Napoleon was the child of Revolution, but in many wa 

he reversed the aims and principles of the movement fro 
which he sprang.” Comment (D. U. 1959, 6 

11. Was Napoleon greater as an administrator of France than ; 

a soldier fighting for the principles of the French Revolution 
Give reasons for your answer. (D. U. 196 

12. “Bonaporte disciplined France and established order.F 

helped to modernize France.” Comment. (D. U. 196- 

13. Explain and discuss the major reforms introduced t 

Napoleon in France. (Pb. B.A. 197( 

14. “Napoleon was the child of the French Revolution as we 
as a product of its reaction.” Describe the reforms ( 
Napoleon in the light of the above statement. 

(Pb. M.A. 197( 

15. Discuss the major reforms introduced by Napoleon in France 

(Pb. B.A. 1972 
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Napoleon took the reins of government in 1799 as a First Consul* 
i 1802, he was made the First Consul for life and granted the right 
» nomiate his successor. In 1804, the Senate declared him the Emperor 
f France according to the new constitution. This step was Considered 
bsolutely in the interest of France. To quote him— 

“/ found the crown of France lying on the ground and I picked it Up 
nth my sword” 

Napoleon ruled as the Emperor of France from 1804 to 1814. He 
/as defeated in the Battle of Leipzig in 1814 and exiled to the island 
f Elba. He escaped from the jail and reached France. He fuled 
■Vance again for a period of 100 days. He was finally defeated in the 
tattle of Waterloo in 1815 and imprisoned in the Island of St. Helena 
vhere he died in 1821. 

Napoleon was an imperialist and a very ambitious ruler. Haring 
et the internal affairs in order, he embarked on an ambitious venture 
)f spreading his influence in Europe. He wanted to glorify his country 
ind himself and rule not only over France but Europe and the whole 
world. In order to realize his ideals, he adopted an aggressive and 
forward policy and continued wars incessantly for 10 years. Between 
1804 and 1811, he gained splendid military achievements and his 
empire reached its zenith. He considered himself as great as Alexander, 
Caesar and Charlemagne. After that, started his decline and the year 
1815 sealed his fate as well as of France. 

Mai n Aims of the Foreign Policy of N apoleon 

Q. I. Describe the main aims of the foreign policy of 
Napoleon. How far was he successful in jt ? (P.U. 1964) 

Ans. Napoleon wanted to boost up the French influence and 
his personal influence in the Continent and gain international fame 
by following a spirited and rigorous foreign policy. According to 

Hazen — 

“Napoleon wanted to make France a La Grande Nation of Europe and 
for this a spirited and vigorous foreign policy of constant militarism was 
very essential .” 

Napoleon’s expansionism and militarism plunged the whole of 
Europe in war which continued from 1804 to 1815. 
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Almost the entire Europe came under his swav anH thic t^^a 

came to be known as the Napoleonic Era. The following were th<fmai£ 
aims and principles of his foreign policy !-_' 

I. Restoration of the Glory of -France—Napoleon was verv 
ambitious and saw the dreams of conquering the whole world T iir^ 
Ix>uis XIV, he wanted to elevate the* gloryV^ 

idtl j PF Th ,ge • and u fan l e * He ,eft no stone unturned to achi^e this 
ideal. This is why the people of France tolerated his despotic rule 

the1r T lT4 e rty n ° V ° ICe agamSt him eve “ When he de P rived the^ople of 

Restoration of the Colonial Empire of France— France set¬ 
up its colonies m America and India during the reign of LouisXIV 
and its colonial empire was quite large. France hid to lose many 
colonies on account of the weak foreign policy of Louis XV. On 
coming to power, Napoleon tried to revive the colonial Empire of 

of Louisiana in Americ^ from 
Spain in 1800 and formed a French Empire there. Napoleon sent 

expeditions to recover the islands oLHayti and San Domingo in West 

Indies. He despatched armies to Syria and Egzpt with this aim He 

entered into negotiation with Tipu Sultan to deprTve tie Enghsh o! 

,n ei TnHli 0ni h Emp ' t re I “ d,a - In order to set-up French supremacy 

he „ ca P t , ured , the Ca P e Of Good Hope and the island of 

' wa^TSt Frenre in'iSoT^ 11565 Cnraged the Eng "' sh who started 

c o 3 ' , Trade r Po,ic y—England was the avowed enemy of France. 
France knew fully well that the mam source of the strength of the 
English was their sea-borne trade. He called them the nation of traders 

and Y aate , d *°,? mash . the, F trade altogether. To achieve this aim, he 
established toll barriers m France and tribulary states levied heavy 

duties on English goods. Thus, the Treaty of Amiens was thrown to 
winds and war broke out between England and France in 1803 In 
order to give a crushing blow to the trade and commerce of England 
he established Continental Sytem, blockaded the coas; of England and’ 

* earr * on trade with England. His Con¬ 
tinental System failed badly for want of naval strength and powerful 
fleet, and it was one of the major causes of his downfall. 

\ P ° Vtc Y of Aggressiveness and Interference— In order to 

expand the French Empire, he followed an aggressive and forward 
poiicy and began to interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. 
He assumed the role of a second Charlemagne and began to create 
many dependent kingdoms. He annexed Piedmont. He changed the 
Cisalpine Republic irito the kingdom of Italy and crowned himself the 
king of Italy. Unitary constitution in Switzerland was substituted by 
a federal constitution. Holland was also annexed by him and his 
brother, Louis Bonaparte, became her king. He established six Re¬ 
publics m Europe and posted French armies there.. His attempts for 
the expansion of the French Empire by interfering in the internal 
affairs of other countries created serious doubts in the minds of the 
English and they became hostile to France. 
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S. End of the Naval Power of England -Napoleon regarded 

England as his greatest enemy because she was the main hurdle mte 
reaction of hfs ambitions. So he wanted to destroy the naval power 
of England The English had established their supremacy over the 

sea because of their superior navy. It was not cant j* ^"gland 

with the help of land force because English Channel was a .great 
obstacle between England and France So he made up h.s rn.nd to 
put an end to their colonial emp.re in India. Eng und had promisecl 
to hand over the Island of Malta to France according to the terms or 
the Treaty of Amiens. But keeping in view the design and ambitions 
of Napoleon, the English refused to evacuate Malta. This treaU-d1 bad 
blood between the- two nations and war between them became ini mi 

nent and inevitable. 



6. Organization of the French Forces—When England refused 
to evacuate Malta, Napoleon attacked Hanover and conquered it. He 
wanted to defe'at England at all costs. This was the main aim of Eis 
foreign policy because England diefnot allow him to achieve his ambi¬ 
tions and create a large colonial Empire for France. In order to inflict 
a crushing defeat on England, he began to organize and strengthen 
his military forces. He created a strong naval force consisting of 1| 
Jac soldiers and posted it at Boulogne in 1803-1804 to launch a severe 
attack on England after crossing the English Channel. Holland, Spain 
and Italy also helped him in this matter. 

From the above description, it is clear that Napoleon was a 
ruler of high ambitions. He wanted to dominate the whole of Europe 































NAPOLEON AS AN EMPEROR 


125 


and set-up a colonial Empire for France. England was a big obstacle 
in his way. In order to crush the naval power of England and to 
destroy her commerce, he followed a dynamic and rigorous foreign 
policy and carried on war for ten years* In the beginning, he achieved 
remarkable success and by 1814 almost the whole of Europe came 
under his sway However, ultimately his policy of aggressiveness 
and militarism proved an utter failure and England raised Fourth 
Coalition against him with the co-operation of Russia, Prussia and 
Austria. They defeated Napolean completely in 1815 in the Battle of 
Waterloo and shattered all his dreams. J 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Aims of the Foreign Policy of Napoleon :—(1) Restoration of the glory of 
France (2) Restoration of Colonial Empire of France. (3) Commercial Policy. 
(4) Policy of aggressiveness and interference. (5) To crush the British Naval 
Power (6) Organization of the French forces to defeat England. But, he failed to 
realize his ambitions in the long run. 

Relations between France and England from 1803-1807. 

Q- 2. Give an account of the war between France and England 
from 1803 to 1807. 

Or 

Throw some light on the relations of Napoleon with England 
from 1803 to 1807. 

Or 

What led to the formations of the Third Coalition (1805-1807) 
against France ? 

Ans.—England and France had signed the Treaty of Amiens 
in 1802. It did not prove permanent but only provided breathing 
space to both the countries to prepare for future wars. This Treaty 
failed to put a check to the aggressive policy of Napoleon and lessen 
the tension between the two countries. It remained in force for 
one year only and war started between the - two countries again 
in 1803. ... 

Causes of the War —The following were the causes of this war :— 

(1) By the Treaties of Campo Forraio and Lunevilc, Napoleon 
had expanded his empire and annexed territories up to the western 
coast of Rhine. 

(2) Napoleon had annexed a large part of Italy ami Belgium . 
England always opposed his policy of expansionism. 

(3) Napoleon’s intentions in Egypt were viewed with great suspicion 
by England as she thought that Napoleon might try to reconquer it and 
prove a danger to her Eastern Empire. 

(4) Napoleon had imposed many restrictions on British goods over 
all the sea-ports from Hanover to Italy. 
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(5) The occupation of Ho Hand presented a serious threat to British 
commerce. 

(6) England had entered into a Commercial Treaty with 
France to safeguard her commercial interests. Napoleon wanted to 
encourage industry in France and capture the markets of Europe. 
The Frepch refused to renew Anglo-French Commercial Treaty and levied 
heavy taxes on British goods. This policy proved harmful for British 
trade. 

(7) England had agreed to hand over the Island of Malta to 
France, in accordance with the Treaty of Amiens. But keeping in view 
Napoleon’s undue interference in Italian affairs and his design in 
Egypt, she refused to evacuate Malta. Under these circumstances, war 
between the two countries became inevitable. 

Events —War started between the two countries again on 17th 
May, 1803. Napoleon made a plan to invade England. He organized 
his array and posted it at Boulogne from Where he wanted to attack 
England. He also collected a large number of ships, boats and frigates 
for this purpose. One of the French fleet was at Toulon \yhile the 
other was at Brest. Spanish fleet was posted at Cadiz. If the three 
fleets could control the English Channel it was easy tp invade England. 
Mapoleon used to say — 

‘If we control English Channel for six hours we can conquer the 
whole world.” 

According to the plan of Napoleon, the French Admiral, YiJJ- 
eneuye, set sail from Toulon and joined the Spanish fleet at Cadiz. Then 
both the fleets sailed towards the West Indies. Lord Nelson, comjnai\der 
of the British fleet, pursued them. Napoleon ordered Villeneuve to 
sail back to France because he wanted to invade England in conjunct 
tion with the fleet at Brest in the absence of Nelson. 

When Villenevue was sailing back, he was intercepted and defea¬ 
ted at the battle of Cape Finisterre by an English commander Calder. 
The French fleet was allowed to retire to Cadiz. This defeat shattered 
all dreams and plans of Napoleon. On the contrary the English navy 
besieged the French fleets at Toulon and Brest, and captured many 
ships, French Islands and Dutch possessions. Napoleon gave up the 
idea of invading England and turned to Austria. 

r J . 9 oa ^ tion —the Younger, became the Prime Minister 
of England again in 1804. He organised the Third Coalition with the 
helj) ot Austria, Russia, Prussia, in 1805. Russia joined it because 
she wanted to increase her influence in the Black Sea at the cost of 
Turkey. England promised to give liberal subsidies to Russia to raise 
armies. Austria joined it because she was annoyed with Napoleon’s 
domination in Italy. Prussia was forced to join the Coalition because 
Napoleon s army violated the Prussian territory. 
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c of L T TrJif * , « ar » l«05—After the defeat of French an 

$P 9 Wsh fleets, Napoleon abandoned the idea of invading England. O 

the other hand, Nelso 
prepared a nice plan an 
pursued the French navy 
He defeated the Frendl 
navy decisively in th. 
Battle of Trafalgar h 
1805. Nelson died jr 
this battle but he accomp 
lishcd his task before hi: 
death. Before his death 
he said, “ Thank God, > 
have done my duly." 


Lord tyelson 


This victory enabled 
England to establish her 
domination on the sea and 
save her colonies and 
trade. French navy was 
utterly destroyed. About 
this victory, Pitt said— 

“England has saved 
herself by her exertion, she 
will, / trust, save Europe by 
her example .** 

Napoleon could not 
dare face the English 
navy after this defeat but 
French army once again 
swept everything before 
them by winning remar¬ 
kable victories on land. 
The French defeated the 


Austrian army at Ulm on 20th October, 1805. Napoleon succeeded 
in entering Vienna. Then, he inflicted a crushing defeat on the com¬ 
bined armies of Austria and Russia on 2nd December, 1805 at Aus’ter- 
litz. Austria sued for peace and signed the treaty of Pressburg with 
Napoleon. After'its defeat at the battle of Friedland, Russia also enter¬ 
ed into Treaty of Tilsit with France. In this way, the Third Coalition 
also came to an end. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Relations between France & England between 1803 to 1807—(1) Reason for 
the break-up of the Treaty of Amiens (2) War between England & France started 
in 1803 (3) Napoleon’s plan to invade England. (4) Naval battles between England 
r^ ance * Third Coalition against France. (6) England's victory in the bailie 
of Trafalgar in 1805 crushed the naval power of France and Spain. (.7) Defeat of 
Austria & Russia and end of Third Coalition. 
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Napoleon’s Struggle against Austria 

Q. 3. Give an account of Napoleon’s policy towards Austria 
om 1805 to 1815 A.D. 

Or 

Briefly narrate the struggle of Austria and Napoleon front 
805 to the Treaty of Tilist (1807 A.D.) 

Ans.— The Emperor of France, Louis XVI, had entered into 
latrimonial alliance with Austria. He had married Marie Antoinette 
/ho was the sister of Joseph II, the then king of Austria and daughter 
•f Maria Theresa. She was very .beautiful and charming but was ease* 
oving and extravagant lady. She had full control over Louis XVI and 
:ould force him to commit all proper or improper actions. Her influ* 
:nce over her husband proved fatal for the king, the queen and France- 
rhe king of Austria helped Louis XVI during the period of Revolution 
ind antagonised the revolutionaries. Thus, the relations between 
France and Austria were strained. A struggle ensued between the 
two countries in 1792 and it continued upto 1815. This struggle took 
a serious turn during Napoleon’s ascendency in France. Napoleon 
defeated Austria five times. /) 

!• Onuses of the Struggle —There were many causes of 
struggle— 

(1) France defeated Austria twice from 1792 to 1800. Austria 
wanted to avenge these defeats and regain her honour and fame. 

(2) Napoleon's domination in Italy was viewed with grave suspicion 
by Austria. She wanted to reduce French influence in Italy. 

(^) Pitt the Younger, the Prime Minister of England, raised the 
Third Coalition against France in 1805. . Austria also joined it Under 
these circumstances, the war between the two countries became immi¬ 
nent and inevitable. 

(4) After her defeat in the Battle of Austerlitz in 1805, Austria 
had to sign a disgraceful Treaty of Pressburg with France She had 
to yield many territories to France and lost her honour and prestiee 
also. She was deprived of her possessions in Italy, Switzerland and 
Rhine. Austria continued her efforts to regain her lost territories and 
honour and this led to a long drawn-out struggle between the two 
countries. 


(5) Napoleon was busy with his life and death struggle in Spain 
with 3,00,000 soldiers. Austria wanted to take full advantage ofUiis 
opportunity and started making preparations for war against France 
In 1809, she made military training compulsory for all men between 
the age of 19 and 25. 


(6) Napoleon s defeat in Spain encouraged Austria to wage war 
against France. She was also assured help by England and 
Germany. 
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(7) After her defeat in the Battle of Wagran in 1809, Austria 
had to enter into an insulting treaty with France. It gave a fatal blow 
to her honour and prestige. To avenge this defeat and insult, she 
joined the Fourth Coalition against France in 1813. This struggle came 
to an end only in 1815 after the defeat of Napoleon in the battle of 
Waterloo. 

2. Events— During the reign of the Directory, Napoleon took 
part in the war against Austria. After his success in the Battle of 
Areola and Rivoli, he compelled Austria to sign the Treaty of Campo 
Formio and yield much of the territory under her domination in Italy. 
On assuming the authority of First Consul, he continued war against 
Austria. He inflicted defeats on Austria in the battles of Morengo 
and Hohenlinden and she was forced to sue for peace and sign the 
Treaty of Luneville in 1801 and confirm the provisions of the treaty of 
Campo Formio. 

Battle of Ulm, 1805—Austria joined the Third Coalition against 
France in 1805. It was difficult to attack England and Russia. There¬ 
fore Napoleon turned his attention to Austria first. Without waiting 
for the Russian help, Austria sent 80,000 soldiers under the command 
of General Mack up the river Danube. Mack took up the position at 
Ulma with the hope that Napoleon would come through Black Forest. 
But Napoleon avoided this direct route. Napoleon ordered his huge 
army to cross Germany and advance from north to south. He covered 
this long distance of 500 miles after a continued march of 23 days. 
Mack was quite ignorant of his strategy. So Napoleon over-took Mack 
from the rear and cut off the line of communication. Napoleon 
defeated him easily on 20th October, 1805 at Ulm and forced him to 
surrender. About his victory, he wrote to his wife Josephine— 

“/ have accomplished what I set out to do. I have destroyed the 
Austrian army by means of marches alone.** 

Napoleon imprisoned 60,000 soldiers and 30 generals of the 
Austrian army and captured 130 guns, while he lost only 1,500 men in 
this battle. 

The Battle of Austerlitz , Dec. 2, 1805 —After his success in the 
battle of Ulm, Napoleon entered Vienna as a victor. Francis II, the 
Emperor of Austria fled from his capital. A fierce battle was fought 
by Napoleon against the combined armies of Austria and Russia. 
Napoleon won this famous battle of Austerlitz on 2nd December, 
1805 because of his superior generalship and experience. The enemy 
lost a large number of men and artillery in this battle. After his 
victory, he addressed his men thus— 

“Soldiers, I am satisfied with you. In the battle of Austerlitz , you 
have justified all my expectations by intrepedity ; you have adorned your 
eagles with immortal glory.** 

To quote Napoleon— 

“The battle of Austerlitz is the most splendid of all I have fought.** 
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On hearing the news of Napoleon’s glorious and important victory, 
Pitt was aggrieved very much. Seeing the map of Europe on the 
wall before him he said— 

“Roll up that map , it will not be wanted these ten years” 

Austria’s defeat shocked Pitt so much that he expired in 1805. 
Before his death, he uttered these words— 

“A fy country , how I leave my country .” 

Treaty of Pressburg , 1805 —After his astounding victory, Napoleon 
compelled Austria to sign the Treaty of Pressburg. The main terms 
of this treaty were as under— 

(1) Austria ceded Venetio , Istria andDalimatia to France. 

(2) Austria was allowed to retain only the port of Trieste in 
Adriatic. In this way, France estalished her influence in the Adriatic. 

(3) To reduce her influence and power in Germany, Austria 
was forced to cede Tyrol and Swabia to Bavaria 

(4) The king of Austria was deprived of his title of the Emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire. 

(5) Napoleon created four kingdoms by this treaty. Bavaria 
and Wurtemberg were raised to the status of kingdoms and Baden 
was raised to the level of Grand Duchy. Naples had sided with the 
enemy in this war. So the Bourbon King of Naples "was removed 
from the throne of Naples and Napoleon’s brother, Joseph , was crowned 
as the king of Naples. The Republic of Holland was changed 
into a monarchy. Napoleon’s brother, Louis was put on the throne 
of Holland. Holy Roman Empire was abolished and confederation 
of Rhine consisting of 16 states of Western Germany was established 
in its place. 

Importance —The treaty of Pressburg has its special signi¬ 
ficance. Austria was utterly defeated and reduced to a 2nd class 
power. She lost her prestige and glory. She lost many territories. 
She was shunted out of Italy and Adriatic. She lost 3,000,000 subjects. 
This defeat broke up the Third Coalition against France. On the cont¬ 
rary, Napoleon regained honour and prestige for France. This 
victory made him the master of almost the whole Europe. 

The Battle of IVagram, 1809 —To avenge her defeat in the battle 
of Austerlitz, Austria began to organise her army. At that time, 
Napoleon was busy in his campaigns in Spain and his condition 
there was very critical. Taking advantage of his difficulties, Austria 
declared war against Napoleon in 1809. This was the fourth war of 
Austria against France. Austria was defeated very badly this time also. 
The Austrian army fought under the command of Arch Duke Charles, 
the brother of the Emperor of Austria. Napoleon fought five battles in 
five days. He defeated the Austrian army at Ekmuhl and entered 
Vienna. But the Austrians defeated Napoleon in the battle of Aspern 
Essling. This spectacular victory of Austria delighted all the countries 
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of Europe and it shattered their belief of Nipoleoa’s invincibility. A 
fierce battle was fought at Wagrara on July 6, 1809. Napoleon won 
this battle and avenged his previous defeat. Austria was compelled to 
sue for p;aee and sign the treaty of Vienna on October 10, 1809. 

As a result of the Treaty of Vienna, Austria had to cede some 

territory under her dom.nation in Germiny, Poland and Italy. She lost 
50 lac subjects. She had to pay a heavy sum as war-indemiity. She 
could not keep m^re than 4 lac soldiers. She had to accept the Conti¬ 
nental System and recognise the new kingdom of Spain. 

Napoleon’s wife Josephine bore no son. So Napoleon entered 
into a mitrimenial alliance with the Hipsburg dynasty of Austria and 
.married the princess Marie Louis. He divo*ced Josephine. Marie 
Louis gave birth to a son after a year of her marriage and the title of 
king of Rome was bestowed on him. 

... B att l e of Dresden, 1813 It was hoped that the matrimonial 
-alliance would bind the two countries together and put an end to the 
enmity between them. But these hopes were belied because Austria 
could not support Napoleon in realizing his high ambitions. The 
Prim; Minister of Austria, Metternich, tried his level best to cement 
the gulf between Austria and France but he failed in his efforts and the 

relations between the two countries still rem lined strained. Austria 
agreed to join the Fourth Coalition against France in 1813. So, the 
struggle between the two countries started again. Nipoleon defeated 
the Austrians for the fifth tim; in 1813 in the battle of D/esden. This 
was his last victory over Austria. He was defeated by the armies of 
the allies in 1814 at the Battle of Nations. After his defeat in the 
Battle of Waterloo in 1815, Napoleon surrendered to the Allies who 
imprisoned him in the Island of St. Helena where he died in 1821. 

Results of the War—From the above description, it is clear 
that the two countries were engaged in a long struggle which proved 
fatal to both. They had to suffer a heavy loss both in men and money. 
Both lost thousands of soldiers and military officials in the war and 
spent huge sums of money in it. Austria was defeated every time and 
her defeat gave severe blow to her honour and prestige and power. 
She had to sign various insulting treaties with France. To avenge her 
defeats, she had to enter the diilerent coalitions, formed against France 
from time to time. As a consequence, Napoleon spent much of his time 
and energy in fighting against Austria and he could not pay heed 
to other countries and fight successfully against them. The matrimonial 
alliance could not bring them nearer to each other. Thus enmity 
and long struggle proved harmful for both. None gained anything 
out of it. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Relations between Austria and France—A long struggle between the two. 

t'u- **“ ason * War 1 Defeat of Austra : French donimtion over Italy; 

1 nird Co3litio.’i ; Austria's defeat at Austerlitz ; Spirit of revenge arid orgaru- 
sation of military strength; Napoleon's reverses in Spain ; defeat of Austria 
at Wagram. 
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2. Erents—Napo’con’s success against Austria °C5S5riitz 

and as First Consul : Battle of dm ; Austria’s ® cf vfcnn?Battle 

nd Treaty of Pressburg in 18C5. Battle of Wagitm and Treaty cf Vienna , *ai 

of Dresden in 1813 and defeat of Austna. 

, Results of War—Fatal for both the countries; Huge loss of men and 
material * Blow to honour and power of Austria ; Austria joined all the * 

S5£2t France . Napoleon spent much of his t ine and encify mwars against A 
Austria ; Matrimonial alliance failed to cement the gulf between the two. 


Treaty of Tilsit, 1807 A.D. 

ry q 4 Give an account of the relation between' France and 
Russia upto the Treaty of Tilsit of 1807 A.D. (Important) 

Or 

What were the main causes of the Treaty of Tilsit ? Dis¬ 
cuss its significance also. 

Ans.— The Treaty of Amiens proved temporary and war 
started again between England and Napoleon in 1803. Napoleon’s 
plans to invade England failed badly. England raised the Third Coali¬ 
tion against France in 1805 with the co-opeTation of Austria, Russia 
and Prussia. Russia joined the coalition because she wanted to in¬ 
crease her influence in the Mediterranean Sea which was a key to East 
and at the same time she wanted to dominate the Sultan of Turkey^ 
Rnssia had no money to raise aimies. Pitt helped her to overcome ■« 
this difficulty. Napoleon defeated the ccmbined aimies of Austria 
and Russia in the Battle of Austerlitz in 1805. He forced Austria 
to sign the Treaty of Pressburg but Russia did not enter into any' 
treaty with him and deserted the former. 

Battles of Eylau and Friedland, 1807 —Napoleon defeated. 
Prussia in 1806 in the Battle of Jena. Russia was a close friend of 
Prussia but she did not take part in this battle because the Prussian 
army did not wait for the Russians. After his success against Prussia* 
Napoleon turned towards Russia. Both the aimies fought each other 
at the battle of Eylau on 8th February, 1807. It was a fierce battle 
and Napoleon lost 35,000 soldiers in it but the battle remained 
indecisive. 

To quote Napoleon — 

“ What carnage and no results .” 

Napoleon’s loss in the Battle of Eylau delighted the Allies and 
they saw a new ray of hope. But their happiness remained shortliv- 
ed and their hopes were shattered when Napoleon inflicted a crushing 
defeat on the Russins in the Battle of Friedland on June 14, 1807. 
This battle proved decisive. The Russians hoped that England would 
send her aimy to Adriatic to divert the attention of Napoleon but 
Russians were defeated before the arrival of the English aimy. The' 
Czar of Russia, Alexander I, was so much shocked that he sued for 
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peace and signed the Treaty of Tilsit with Napoleon in 1807. This was 
-a splendid victory of Napoleon. He wrote to Josephine— 

“The victory at Friedland is the worthy sister of Marengo, Ausierlitz 
■and Jena.” 

The Treaty of Tilsit, 1807 A.D.—This treaty was signed by 
Napoleon and Czar of Russia after their talk in a boat in Niemen river. 
Both were much impressed by the mutual talk and personality of each 
other. Czar,was very handsome, loving and sentimental. Napoleon 
used to say, “Had he {Czar) been a woman, / would have fallen in love with 
her.” Czar was fascinated by the personality, extraordinary genius and 
plans of Napoleon. He said, “Why did we not meet earlier ?” By this 
treaty, Napoleon wanted to gain co-operation and sympathy of Russia 
against England. This treaty had two aspects (i) Public Treaty and 
fii) Private Treaty. 

(a) Provisions of the Public Treaty —-The main aim of this treaty 
was to dismember Prussia. 

(/) Prussian territories west of river Elbe were formed into a 
kingdom of Westphalia and Napoleon’s brother, Jerome Bonaparte was 
to rule over it. 

(ii) Prussia’s Polish provinces were taken away to form the Grand 
Duchy of Warsaw. Duke of Saxony, an ally of Napoleon, was made 

Its ruler. 

(///) The Grand Duchy of Warsaw and the Kingdom of Westphalia 
joined the confederation of the Rhine. 

(iv) Czar recognised the two kingdoms created by Napoleon. 

(v) Prussian army was reduced to 42,000 soldiers. 

(iv) A heavy war indemnity was imposed on Russia, and a French 
army was to remainUhere till it was paid. The expenses of the army 
were to be borne by Prussia. 

(v//) Russia agreed to accept the Continental System. 

(b) Private Treaty —It expressed their intentions. Its terms con¬ 
cerned Russia. Russia was not humiliated like Prussia. Its main pro¬ 
visions were as under :— 

(/) Czar promised to act as mediator between England and 
France and help France to have friendly relations with England. If 
England refused to make peace, Czar would support France in his 
economic and commercial fight with England. 

(//) Napoleon agreed to allow Czar to occupy Finland which was 
under the domination of Sweden. 

(iii) Napoleon promised to help Czar in his designs against 
Turkey. 

{iv) In order to crush the naval power of England, both would 
seek the co-operation of Sweden, Denmark and Portugal. 
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(v) Both made a plan to divide Europe between them. According 
to this plan, Napoleon was to rule over the Western part and Czar over 
the Eastern part of Europe. Napoleon remarked— 

“What is Europe ? Where is it, if it is not you and IT* 

* 

Czar sought his co-operation to annex Constantinople from Turkey^ 
Napoleon, however, gave a flat refusal because he did not like to in-? 
crease the influence and power of Russia beyond limit. 

Napoleon said— 

“Constantinople ; Never ! Never ! That w ould make him the master of 
the world.** 


Importance of the Treaty of Tilsit—Napoleon was at the zenith 
of power and the Treaty of Tilsit was the high watermark of Napo¬ 
leon’s success. The whole Continent lay at his feet. He had humbled 
Austria and Prussia and rendered them powerless. He annexed much 
of their territory and their population was reduced. He extended the 
frontiers of his empire. Small states of Europe feared him. He held 
sway over all the countries of Europe except England. He was the 
master of almost the whole of Europe. 

His successes and victories enhanced his influence in France. 
People worshipped him like an angel. He wanted to perpetuate the rule 
of his family and make it powerful and prosperous. Keeping this 
thing in view, he crowned his brother Joseph as the ruler of Naples; 
Louis was made the ruler of Holland and Jerome was made to rule 
over the kingdom of Westphalia, By this treaty. Czar and Napoleon 
agreed to divide Europe. Eastern Europe was placed under the domi¬ 
nation of Czar while Western Europe was to be occupied by Napoleon. 
But this treaty did not prove permanent because both suspected each 
other and Russia joined the Fourth Coalition in 1813. Grant and 
Temperley observe— 

“The territories of Napoleon received considerable additions after this 
date. They reached their maximum in the year 1811. But 1807 marks the 
zenith of his power. Had he died in that year, his career would have seem¬ 
ed to be the most miraculous in the military annals of Europe end perhaps 
of the world. He had succeeded in every task and overthrown every enemy. 
He had arranged Europe according to his liking. He had no military rival 
and he was , as is apparent, in closed and friendly alliance with the Czar 
of Russia. The French Revolution was left far behind now. It was not 
French but Napoleon who commanded in Europe. And he had carried 
with him his family to wealth , fame and power Pitt , Napoleon*s most 

determined and most capable enemy, was dead. He seemed a God to kill 
and to make alive.** 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Naplkom ° f Tilsit ’ 1807 A * D — U was si gned between Czar of Russia and 

(1) ^d r ^^ lh n PU h bIic 7ji e / a!y ~ Es I ab,ishment of the k i n 8dom of Westphalia 
and Grand Duchy of Warsaw; their recognition by the Czar; war indem- 
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nity imposed on Prussia ; Prussian army redyced ; Prussia was to bear 
the expenses of the French army in Prussia ; Czar accepted Continental 
system. 

(2) Terms of the Private Treaty— Czar to act as a mediator between 
England and France ; Czar allowed to annex Finland ; Czar was promised 
help in Turkey ; agreement to crush Naval power of England ; Plan to divide 
Europe. 

(3) Importance of Treaty —Napoleon at the zenith of his power ; Expansion of 
French Empire; Austria & Prussia made powerless; Czar became an ally 
of France, it enhanced Napoleon’s influence at home ; Efforts by Napoleon 
to perpetuate the rule of his dynasty. 


Relations between France and Prussia 

Q. 5. Give an account of the relations between France and 
Prussia from 1806 to 1813 A.D. 

Or 

Critically discuss the Prussian regeneration from 1807 to 
1813. 

Or 

Explain the rise of Prussia after the battle of Jena and 
describe the part played by her in the Europeon struggle from 
1807 to 1815. 

Ans. — I. Relations before 1806 —Napoleon first defeated Austria 
in the battles of Areola and Rivoli and then in the battles of Morengo 
and forced her to sign the Treaties ofLunevile and Amiens respec¬ 
tively. France annexed the territories on the west of Rhine. It reduced 
the number of states in Germany. Germany consisted of 360 states in 
1792 but in 1802, it comprised of only 82 states. After the defeat ot 
Austria in the battle of Austrelitz in 1805, Confederation of Rhine con¬ 
sisting of 16 states was set-up in 1806. It was independent of Pi us si a 
and Russia. Napoleon was to act as its protector. The confederation 
signed an offensive and defensive treaty with Napoleon w.to was ies- 
ponsible for conducting its foreign policy. Emperor Francis gav<- up 
his title and the Holy Roman Empire came to an end. 

2. War between France and Prussia, 1806 —With the passage 

of time, the relations between Prussia and France became more and 
more strained and the persons who were in favour of war against 
France gained supremacy, in Prussia due to the weak policy of Fredrick 
William III. The leadership of this group of war-mongers passed into 
the hands of Queen Louis. The Queen and the other Prussian military 
leaders as thought that they could defeat France as was done by 
Fredrick the Great. They held a demonstration in front of the French 
Chancery in Berlin and compelled their emperor to send an ultimatum 
to France. As a result of this, war ensued between the two countries. 
Napoleon inflicted crushing defeats on the army of Prussia in the 
Battles of Jena (1806) and Aurustadt. He gave a severe blow to her 
military power, imprisoned a large number of soldiers and captured 
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many forts. Prussia was humbled completely and became powerless. 

Hmzen says— . 

"Their whole army was disorganised ; became panic-stricken, 
streamed from the field of battle as best as it could, no longer 
obeying order ; many throwing away their arms, fleeing in eve j f rec ' , ° n - 
Thousands of prisoners were taken. The collapse was complete. There 
was no longer any Prussian army. One after another all the fortresses 

fell." . . 

Napoleon entered Berlin on October 25, 1806 in triumph and dec¬ 
lared his domination over the kingdom of Prussia. He imposed heavy 
war-indemnity on Prussia. From here he issued his famous Berlin 
Decrees, ordered his vassal states to accept Continental System and 
declared the blockade of British Isles forbidding all commerce wi* 

them Napoleon defeated Russia in the Battle of Fnediand in 1807 
and forced her to sign the Treaty of Tilsit. Very hard terms were 
imposed on Prussia by this treaty and she was rendered powerless and 
her empire was dismembered completely. 

3. Regeneration of Prussia (1807-1813)—Prussia had to tolerate 
insults heaped on her by the Treaty of Tilsit. Napoleon stationed his 
troops in Prussia and crushed the power of Prussia completely and 
she became a third-class power in Europe. Out of the very depths of 
this national degeneration, came Prussia’s salvation. Her noblest 
spirits were roused to seek the causes of this unexpected national cala¬ 
mity and tried to remedy them. Poets, writers, philosophers, teachers 
and preachers of Prussia had a great hand in the reconstruction of 
their country. The names of Schiller, Wolf, Fichte, Arndt, F.L. Jahan 
etc. are worth mentioning. They roused the spirit of patriotism in 
the youth of Prussia. Institutions like Tugenbund and League of Virtue 
played a significant role in promoting the cause of regeneration of 
Prussia. The Berlin University was established by the efforts of the 
Education Minister, Wilhelm Von Humbolt in 1809. This university 
became a source of inspiration for the people and did wonderful work 
in arousing the spirit of nationalism among the masses. In 1811, he 
set up the university of Breslaw and introduced common school system. 
These universities and educational institutions strengthened the feelings 
of patriotism and nationalism. Gymnastic Society helped to organise 
public opinion. 

Besides the writers and philosophers, Fredrick William Ill’s 
minister’s such as Baron Vom Stein, Hardenburg and Sharnhorst etc. 
made remarkable contribution in the salvation and reconstruction of 
Prussia. According to Stein, the Prime Minister and Home Minis¬ 
ter of Prussia, defective social institutions were responsible for the 
degeneration of Prussia. Of these, serfdom was the most harmful. 
Many restrictions had been imposed on the serfs. Stein used to say, 
“Patriots cannot be made out of serfs.” He compe led the king to issue 
the Edict of Emancipation abolishing serfdom in the country. After its 
abolition, he said, “The Prussian king was no longer the king of slaves 
but of free men” 
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The serfs were freed from forced labour. Capital punishment 
could not be awarded to them. The special privileges of the aristocrats 
were abolished and a classless society based on the revolutionarj 
principles of equality, liberty and fraternity was established in Prussia. 
In order to encourage industries, he removed many restrictions impos- 
ed on them. Freedom of choice of profession was granted to all. 
Stein was in favour of free-trade. Legal barriers between towns ol 
Prussia and the rest of the country were broken down. People were 
given the right to govern themselves through local self-government. 
The Municipal Councils were set up in towits and cities. Stein wanted 
to establish limited monarchy in place t>f despotic rule in Prussia but 
he failed to do so on account of the opposition of the emperor. Harden- 
burg made farmers the owners ,of land which they tilled themselves. 
They were also granted the right of buying and selling land. The serf¬ 
dom and landlordism ended in Prussia by 1811. 

The credit for introducing reforms in military and organising the 
military strength of Prussia goes to Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Clause- 
witz. Napoleon had reduced the military strength of Prussia to 42,000 
soldiers. Military training was made compulsory for all men between 
the age of 18 to 30 years. Short service system was introduced. After 
their service in the army for some years, the soldiers were sent to the 
Reserve force and fresh ones were recruited in their place. By this 
system, Prussia was able to raise an army of 1,50,000 soldiers by 
1812. The foreigners were excluded from the army and the Prussian 
army became completely national. Promotions in the army were 
based on merit and ability. The system ended all corruption and 
bribery in military. In order to infuse national sentiments among the 
soldiers, the practice of awarding disgracing punishments was also 
abolished. Prussia reaped the fruits of reorganisation of military in 
the future wars. 

From the above description, it is clear that Prussia was deeply in¬ 
fluenced by *tho French Revolution. Prussians tried to establish a new 
social set-up based on the revolutionary principles of equality, liberty 
and fraternity and introduced various agrarian, military, educational 
and social reforms for the regeneration of Prussia. For the introduc¬ 
tion of these reforms, they got inspiration from France. But there was 
a vast difference of principles between the two countries. There was 
reform in Prussia but no Revolution. At the same time, the credit for 
reform in Prussia goes to the king and not to the people. Prof. Hazen 
has rightly remarked— 

“In Prussidy it was the king who made the reforms , not the people 

Though the scheme of reforms could not be put into practice com¬ 
pletely, yet these reforms had special significance in awakening the 
spirit of patriotism, nationalism and idealism among the Prussians. 

To quote Prof. Hazen— 

“Reforms were not carried out completely, owing to opposition from 
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; it bin the kingdom and from without . But , though incomplete , these reforms 
iere very vitalizing 

3. Struggle between Prussia and Napoleon (1807-1815)— 

Russia’s defeat at the Battle of Jena and Treaty of Tilsit curtailed 
ler power and lowered her national prestige and glory. Napoleon, 
annexed half of her kingdom. He reduced her military strength and 
ompelled he - to accept the Continental System. Prussia was on the 
ook out for opportunity to avenge this humiliating defeat and recover 
ler lost territory'. Thus, struggle between Prussia and France was 
nevitable. Napoleon attacked Moscow in 1812. His Moscow campaign 
ailed utterly. His disaster sent a thrill of hope among the Prussians 
ind they realized that the hour of revenge had come. The Commander 
>f the Prussian army. General York, entered into a treaty with Russia 
cnown as the Convention of Tauroggan in December, 1812. It was 
;ett!ed that Prussia would help Russia and Sweden against Napoleon 
ind in return Russia and Sweden would help Prussia in her 
regeneration and in regaining her lost provinces from Napoleon. 
After his return from .Moscow, Napoleon had declared that he would 
reach River Niemen in spring but he failed to do so. On the other 
hand, Frederick William III declared Prussia’s independence from 
the yoke of Napoleon on 27th February, 1813. Russia and Prussia 
recognised the Treaty of Kalisch and joined the Fourth Coalition 
against Napoleon and declared war against him. Napoleon defeated 
the combined armies of Russia and Prussia in the battles of Lutzen 
and Banlzen and recovered Dresden. But he could not follow up his 
victories and agreed to sign the Armistice of Pleswitz with them. This 
treaty proved fatal for him. Now, Austria also joined the coalition. 
The Allies defeated Napoleon in 1813 at the Battle of Leipzig, known 
as the Bailie of Nations’ in the history. This battle proved decisive 
and Napoleon was driven to the other side of Rhine and his political 
structure in Germany collapsed. The confederation of Rhine was 
dissolved. The Allies invaded France and Paris fell on March 30, 1814. 
The Allies entered Paris in triumph. Napoleon was forced to abdicate 
and retire to the island of Eiba. Napoleon suddenly escaped from 
Elba and landed in France. The people gave him a warm welcome 
and his old soldiers also joined him. He started war again 
against the Allies but was defeated in the Battle of Waterloo in 
1815. He was taken prisoner and sent to St. Helena where he died 
in 1821. 

Thus, we see that Prussia took part in the defeat and destruction, 
of Napoleon by her active co-operation with the allies. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Relations between Prussia and France 

' * ' 

(I) Relations before 1805 —-(1) According to the Treaties of Campo Formia and 
Lunevile, Prussia ceded much territory to France. (2) Her defeat at Jena 
in 1806 and Treaty of Tilsit ,n 1807 dismembered her empire and she became 
powerless. 


NAPOLEON AS AN EMPEROR 


13 


(2) Regeneration of Prussia —(1) Poets, writers, reformers, philosophers • 
Prussia had great hand in her regeneration (2) Universities of Berlin ai 
Breslaw established by Humbolt produced the spirit of patriotism and natio 
alism. (3) Stein abolished serfdom ; gave land to farmers ; encourag< 
industry and trade ; tried a set-up to classless society on the principles < 
Equality, Liberty & Fraternity. (4) Hardenburg made farmers the owne 
of land. ’ (5) Schamhorst, Gneisenau and Clausewitz organised tl 
military strength of Prussia, by introducing compulsory military traimr 
and Reserve Force System. (6) The French Revolution greatly influence 
the regeneration of Prussia. 

(3) War between Prussia and Napoleon —After her defeat, Prussia continued h 
struggle; Moscow disaster encouraged Prussia; recognized the Treaty 
Kalisch in 1813 and joined the Fourth Coalit'on ; Defeat of Russia 
Prussia in May, 1813 ; Victories of Allies in the Battles of Leipzig (181 
and Waterloo (1815) and fall of Napoleon. 

The Continental System of Napoleon 

6. Describe the Continental System of Napoleon. Wh] 
did it fail ? Why was it one of the greatest blunders frf Napoleon 

1 (V. Imp.; 


Or 

Why did Napoleon adopt the Continental System ? Hov> 
did it operate ? How did it affect his empire and other states o 

Europe ? 



What was the Continental System ? 
ble for Napoleon^ downfall ? 


How far was it responsi- 


Ans. —I. Why did Napoleon adopt the Continental System ?— 

By 1807, Napoleon had humbled Russia, Prussia and Austria. 
England was his only enemy which could not be subdued. He had 
still to deal with the English. He made a plan to invade England in 
1803 but he failed miserably. The English ruined his fleet in the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 and smashed the Navy o r France. He was 
fully convinced that it is difficult to defeat England with the help of 
French fleet and armies. If the French armies had established their 
superiority on land, the British Navy had established its supremacy 
over the sea. Napoleon was bent upon bringing England to his knees. 
But, English Channel and navy were a great hurdle in his wav} To 
quote him— 

‘‘It is easier to send troops from Paris to Delhi than from Boulogne 
to Folkestone.” 


I After his failure to attack England directly, he thought of invad¬ 
ing her indirectly. He was of the view that the source of the strength 
of England was her trade. He called the English a Nation of shop¬ 
keepers and so he wanted to carry on economic war against them and 
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lestroy their prosperity which depended on trade. Such an advice 
vas given to Napoleon by Montgaillard in these words — 1 

“// is through her commerce that England must be attacked ; to leave 
er of her gains in Europe , Asia and America is to leave her arms, to 
ender conflicts and wars eternal. To destroy British commerce is to strike 
England to the heart.” 

. Napoleon thought that if he could ruin her trade and commerce and 
tlose foreign markets to British goods, her prosperity would be 
lestroyed, her factories would close down and thousands of labourers 
vould be thrown out of employment and there would be internal 
lisorder' and revolts in England. * By killing her trade, he wanted 
:o bring England on the verge of bankruptcy and make it impossible 
or her to carry on incessant war against France .f By crippling her 
jeonomy, he thought of forcing England to sue for peace^ He used 
;o say— 1 

“The closing of foreign markets might well produce commercial bank - 
uptcy, unemployment and political unrest enough to forde the government 
o sue for peace.” 

He devised a new method of hitting at Great Britain. To ruin her 
rade and commerce, he introduced the Continental Systemlwhich in¬ 
volved the economic blockade of England^ It was his last weapon an<f 
jpon it depended his success or failure. To quote Marriot:— 

. “// was the last throw of a political gambler compelled by the exigen¬ 
cies of the game to rise or ruin.” 

2. The Continental System— Napoleon’s plan of bringing 
England to her knees by ruining her trade and shattering her economic 
structure is known as the Continental System. This plan was announ¬ 
ced by him in November 1806 through his famous Berlin Decrees. 
According to this plan, he declared the blockade of British Isles. 
France and her allies stopped trade with England and boy-cotted the 
British goods. Ports of France and her allies were closed to the British 
>hips. The British traders were arrested and British goods within the 
^orders of Frnce and her allies were confiscated. 

Great Britain hit back by issuing “ Orders in Council” on 7th 
January, 1807. According to these orders, all ships trading with 
France and her allies were liable to be siezed. Neutral vessels were 
ordered to touch at a British port before sailing to any port of 
Europe. 

Napoleon strengthened and extended his Continental System by 
issuing various decrees. The Warsaw Decree issued on *5th January, 
1807Ted to complete boycott of British goods in the commercial towns 
of France and her allies. Napoleon issued decrees from Milan in 1807. 
Under this declaration, Napoleon threatened to capture neutral vessels 
sailing from British port or her colonies. By Trianon Tariff rules issued 
on 5th August 1808, Napoleon decided to impose 50% duty on the 
smuggled British goods s61d in the British colonies. By the Decree 
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of Fontainebleau (1810), Napoleon ordered to confiscate or bur 
all British manufactured goods if found in the French Empire. Specia 
Tribunals were established to try those persons who violated thi: 
decree. He ordered his officials to enforce it strictly. He wrote t< 

his Commander Junot— 

«r t is a contest of life and death between France and England, 
must look for the most cordial support of all those by whom I an 

surrounded .” 

3. Operation of the Continental System-Ini order to destroy 
British trade and her prosperity, Napoleon thought it essential t< 
enforce Continental System simultaneously and continuously at al 
i Tj« Vryp-xu fullv well that bv closing the ports of France and hei 

auSeTto British goods he could not succeed in his designs. He did noi 
want to provide^v^n the smallest space ^England to unload her good, 
on the shores of Europe. It was necessary to seek the co-operatiqn ol 
III ffie Sastal states Europe to achieve this aim. To get this co-oper- 
ation he xised both peaceful means and force. 

m After the Treaty of Tilsit, Russia accepted the Continenta 
System and promised to exclude British goods from his dominions 
Austria and Prussia also gave assent to this system though they backec 

out of their promise later on. 

(2) Napoleon himself enforced these decrees in France, Italy. Con 
federation of Rhine and the Grand Duchy of Warsaw as he had complete 

domination over them. . . 

(3) Fearing the power of Napoleon, Denmark also recognisec 

this system. 

(4\ Gustavas IV, the king of Sweden refused to accept the Conti 
nental Syst"cause he wanted to have friendly Rations w.tl 
England. Napoleon instigated Russia to occupy all the ports o 
Finland. After the defeat of Sweden, all her ports were closed t 

British goods. # . 

(5) Napoleon’s brother Joseph carried out his will in Naples ; 

Jerome in Westphalia and Elise in Tuscany. 

(6) Napoleon’s brother, Louis Bonaparte who *j\ e ^fda' 
Holland refused to abide by these decrees as he regarded the 

to Holland. He was deposed and Holland was annexed to trance. 

(7) Pope of Rome refused to accept it and i ecIa ^^ n h ' S "e^tht 

in this struggle between England and France. d him out of 

Papal States to French Empire. At this. Pope turn Napoleon. 
Christianity and instigated}the Christian^ worjd1 g ‘ his action. 

Napoleon was infuriated ana he imprisoned the r p 
Napoleon antagonised the Christian world. 

(8) Prince John Regent of Portugal also refused to' a 11 B 

subjects and stop all trade with England. Napole the pr ince 

mander Junot to invade Portugal. He failed to capture w p 
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nd the royal family. This resulted in the Peninsular War which 
roved fatal to Napoleon and was one of the chief causes of his 


ownfall. 


(9) In 1&10, Napoleon took the entire North Western Coast of 
Germany because British goods were smuggled into this territory. It 
ncluded the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg which was in the possession 
*f Grand Duke, the brother-in-law of Czar of Russia. This infuriated 
^zar and he withdrew his assent to Continental System. By and by 
Russia, Austria and other countries followed suit and joined the Fourth 
Coalition against France. Thus, this system failed badly and brought 
ibout the downfall of Napoleon. 

4. Fatal Effects of Continental System— Napoleon wanted to 
lestroy British trade and commerce through Continental System and 
>ring her to her knees but he failed to achieve his aim. On the 
:ontrary the Continental-System proved fatal for him. 

(1) In the beginning, it hit British trade adversely and its goods 
ould not go to European markets due to blockade in Europe. Many 
actories were closed and too many workers were thrown out of employ- 
nmt. They created unrest in the country. Prices of wheat also shot 
jp and it increased the suffering of the people. 


(2) The Continental System did not affect England so adversely 
is it affected other countries of Europe. Their trade and industry was 
lit h,ard. Industries of Holland and Switzerland were shattered very 
xidly. It created panic in the countries around the Baltic Sea. In 
Hamburg alone only one or two sugar mills out of 428 were in work- 
ng condition. 

(3) This system greatly ruined the trade and industries of Europe 
r t led to rise in prices of articles of daily use. People lost their means 
)f livelihood and were surrounded by destruction on all sides The 
enhanced prices of sugar, tobacco, coffee and cotton etc. added to the 
suffering of the people without harming the people of England. 

< 4 > The people of Europe had to suffer terrible hardships, 
rh.s created discontentment among the people of the various countries 
of Europe. They turned against Napoleon. They began to hate him 
aecause he was selfish and tyrannical and interefered in the private 
life of the people. Both Napoleon and his system became very 

imnnnnbr - -7 


(5) To enforce this system, Napoleon had to fight Peninsular war 
abouThis fall! 8 Pam WhiCh Pr ° Ved Very harmful brought 


Continental System added to the suffer /We nnsl /#• 
of Napoleon's allies. Instead of helping them to^olvf thefr problems 

the sympathies of Russia, Prussia, Portugal Holland and Haly'and'they 
turned against him. y U11U lue y 
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(7) For the success of the Continental System, he hadto fight 
many destructive wars with the Allies. Portugal was the first to give 
lead and other countries followed suit later on. The incessant war 
in which he was entangled resulted in a heavy loss of men and money. 
Hazen says :— 

“7/ (the Continental System) involved him inevitably and in the end 
disastrously in a policy of systematic and widespread aggressions upon 
other countries , consequently in a costly succession of war'If 

These wars proved very destructive and costly and within three 
years (1812, 1813, 1814) his empire was shattered like a wall of sand. 
His Continental System was an utter failure and became the principal 
cause of his downfall. Madelin says :— 

“The Continental System of Napoleon was the principal tragedy in the 
drama of his fall” 

5. Causes of the Failure of the Continental System —The Con¬ 
tinental System failed due to many causes— 

(1) It was practically difficult to enforce Continental System as 
Napoleon did not possess a powerfulfieet. In the absence of powerful 
navy it was not only difficult but impossible to force the countries ot 
Europe to boycott English goods and cut off all commercial relations 
with England. 

(2) The British Navy was supreme and had established their un¬ 
disputed superiority on sea. It successfully carried out the blockade 
of Europe and almost starved France and her allies^ 

(3) The people of Europe depended on England. They used English 
goods and could not live without her. It led to smuggling of English 
goods to European countries. Napoleon was compelled to issue special 
permits to import English goods. English goods found its way in France 
through Trianon Tariff. It is said that even France violated this system 
and imported cloth and leather for the French army from England. 
To quote Edwards :— 

“It was a fantastic scheme which transgressed the limits of /ractu'al 
statesmanship. It was based in the fundamental error that Napoleon s sub¬ 
ject would sacrifice their personal comforts to enable him to crush ms 
hated and invincible enemy , Great Britain , which was economically indis¬ 
pensable to Europe.” 

(4) It was difficult for the Germans of the Confederation of Rhine 
to live without coffee , tea and sugar etc. and England had monopoly 
over these commodities. 

(5) The prices of the articles of daily use rose very high. The P e pP| c 
of Europe had to face many difficulties and hardships and they c 
Napoleon responsible for them. This created discontent in them an 
they began to hate Napoleon and his Continental System. 
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(6) Napoleon committed a great blunder. He tried* to check 
the import of British goods into European countries but he paid no 
heed to check the export of European wheat to England. Had he done 
so, he might have starved the English and forced them* to surrender 
and sue for peace. Napoleon failed miserably in this respect. Hazeit 
says— 

“The Continental System was a great blunder on the part of 
Napoleon." 

It has been rightly remarked— “The Continental System acted as 
a boomerang and destroyed its author 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Continental System 

1. Reasons— By 1807, Napoleon had over-run almost the whole of Europe- 
except England wh ; ch was his greatest enemy. He could not subdue 
England because of her superior navy. He wanted to destroy her trade 
which was the source of her prosperity and power. So he enforced the 
Continental System. 

2. Definition—The plan adopted by Napoleon to ruin British commerce is- 
known as the Continental System. It was declared by Berlin Decree in 1806. 
It was further strengthened by Warsaw and Milan Decrees of 1807, Trianon* 
Tariff and Decree of Fontainelebeau of 1810. 

3. Its enforcement—(1) Russia, Prussia and Austria accepted it after their 
defeats. (2) It was enforced in the French Empire, Italy, Warsaw and: 
Confederation of Rhine. (3) Denmark. (4) Sweden (5) Napoleon’s 
brothers also carried his will. (6) Holland refused to adhere, so she 
was annexed (7) Pope also refused to accept it; Papal State was. 
also annexed. (8) Peninsular war. (9) Enforced in the territory to the- 
North-Westem Coast of Germany. 

4. Resalts—(1) Loss to England. (2) Destroyed the trade and indus try of 
neutral countries. (3) Rise in prices added to the suffering of the people. 
(4) Europeans became hostile to Napoleon. (5) It led to Peninsular war 
(6) It antagonised Russia, Prussia, Italy, Holland Portugal etc. (7) It led 
to destructive wars. 

5. Cause of Its Failure—(1) Napoleon had no strong navy. (2) Superior 
Navy of England. (3) Europeans were dependent on England. (4) Th©- 
Germans of Rhine used English goods. (5) Rise in prices, Europeans- 
began to hate Napoleon and the Continental System. (6) Napoleon Med: 
to check the export of European wheat to England. It was the greatest 
blunder of Napoleon and the principal cause of his downfall. 


The Peninsular War, 1808-1814 

7. Give an account of the Peninsular War. What were 
the causes of the French reverses in Spain ? How did these wars 
affect the fortunes of Napoleon ? (Important) 

Or 


"While Napoleon was able to defeat Italy, Austria and 
Germany with comparative ease, he failed badly in Spain ~ 
Discuss the statement. ^ 


Or 

Assess the importance of Peninsular Wars 
of Napoleon and his empire. 


on the fortunes 
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Ans Napoleon was at the zenith of his power in 1807. He had 
defeated countries like Austria, Prussia and Russia and compelled 
them to sign insulting treaties with France. He had dismembered 
them, humbled them and smashed their power. Now he held under 
sway almost the whole of Europe. But he was a great imperialist and 
very ambitious. He wanted to conquer the whole world. His suco 
cesses had turned his head. With a view to establishing his domination 
over Portugal and Spain, he started war against them in 1808 which is 
known in the history as the Peninsular War. This war proved fatal to 
Napoleon and his empire. Ketelbey has significantly stated in this 
regard—“ The Spanish imbroglio was one of Napoleon's most serious 
mistakes , and one of the principal causes of his fall." 

I. Causes of the Peninsular War — The following causes 
led to the outbreak of the Peninsular War— 

(1) In 1808, Napoleon asked Portugal to accept the Continental 
System, to close its ports to British goods and seige all British subjects 
and their property in Portugal. Portugal refused to oblige Napoleon 
by breaking off ail economic and political' ties with England. At this 
rebuff, Napoleon invaded Portugal. 

(2) Napoleon was an avowed enemy of the Bourbon dynasty. He had 
put an end to the rule of this dynasty in France and put his brother 
on the throne of Naples in place of the king of this dynasty. The king 
of Spain, Charles IV, also belonged to the Bourbon dynasty. Napoleon 
wanted to dethrone him also. 

(3) King Charles IV of Spain was an inefficient ruler and had 
no interest in improving affairs of his state. His queen was very 
immoral and ease-loving. The administration was in the hands of 
Godoy, a lover of the queen. All these persons were very unpopular 
and their incompetence had led to chaos and anarchy in Spain. Napo¬ 
leon wanted to take full advantage of this situation by establishing 
his rule there. 

(4) Napoleon had dethroned the Pope and imprisoned him. By his 
action against the Pope, he had antagonised the Catholics. The 
Catholic Bishops in Spai^n started a vicious propaganda in Spain 
against Napoleon. 

(5) Napoleon was an imperialist and very ambitious. He cherished 
the dreams of becoming the conqueror of the World. His ambition 
for the expansion of his colonial empire made him bring all the 
European countries under his sway. 

(6) Ferdinand, the son of king Charles IV of Spain, was 
popular in Spain because he opposed the king, the queen 

*and her lover Godoy. Napoleon took advantage of their rift 
and made a plan to occupy the throne of Spain. He invited Charles 
IV and Ferdinand to a conference at Boyonne to settle their dispute. 
By threats, treachery and deceit he forced Charles IV to abdicate and 
imprisoned Fredinand and his brothers’ Then Napoleon placed his 
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•brother Joseph on the throne of Spain. Napoleon , wrote to Ferdi¬ 
nand— 

“Countries fall of monks like your age are easy to subdue . There 
may be some riots , but the Spaniards will quiet down when they see that 
I offer them the integrity of the boundaries of their kingdom , a liberal 
.constitution and the preservation of their religion and their national 
customs” * 

The imposition of Joseph on Spaniards hurt their national pride 
aad they took to arms against him. 

1. Events of War—After the Portugal’s refusal to accept the 
Continental System, Napoleon made an alliance with Spain 
with View to the partition of Portugal and got her consent to 
send hfis troops to Portugal through Spain. The armies of both 
the countries marched toward Portugal and occupied it. The 
King of Portugal, however, succeeded in escaping. Under this 
situation, England came to the help of Portugal and sent her armies 
under the Command of Sir Aurther Wellesley and Duke of Wellington. 

The situation in Spain was also changing rapidly. The French 
troops attacked Spain through Portugal. The Spaniards thought it a 
mischief on the part of King Charles IV and there were revolts in 
SpafrfT^Under these circumstances, Napoleon^deposed Charles IV, 
imprisoned Ferdinand and installed his brother Joseph on the throne 
of Spain. It hurt the pride, nationalism and patriotism of the people 
of Spain. They were prepared to make any sacrifice to safeguard their 
freedom. They raised the banner of revolt against Napoleon in 1808. a 
Napoleon considered it a petty revolt which, he thought, could be 
subdued easily. To quote him— 

“If it would cost me 80,000 men to conquer Spain , I would not 
.attempt it but it will not take more than if000 .” 

But his estimation of the strength of the Spaniards proved 
wrong. He lost 3,00,000 men and remained unsuccessful in the end. 
This failure proved suicidal for him. 

The condition of Spain at this time was very critical. The 
members of the royal family were in jail. She had no men and 
money to continue the struggle. They lacked government in the 
■country and had no leader to guide their destiny at this critical 
juncture. In this state of utter helplessness, they followed the 
guerilla warfare and shattered all dreams of Napoleon. Prof. Hazen 
says— 

“Napoleon had aroused two mighty forces, which were to dug his 
footsteps henceforth , that of religious zeal and that of the spirit of 
nationality, each with a fanaticism of its own” i3 

It was difficult for Napoleon’s troops to fight on mountainous 
ranges, passes and valleys. The Spaniards defeated the French 
Commander, General Dupont, at Baylen and forced him to surrender 
along with 20;000 soldiers. This defeat gave a severe blow to French 
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arms and prestige. Joseph had to flee from Madrid. He wrote to 
NapoJeon :— 


“Spain was like no other country, that we must have an army 
of 50,000 to do the fighting, another of 50,000 to keep open the line of 
communication and 1,00,000 gallows for traitors and scoundrels. ’* 



SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE. 


148 


At this stage, Spain sought England’s help and _ got it. The- 
English General, Duke of Wellington, defeated the French at Vimario 
in 1808 and their Commander Junot had to vacate Portugal according, 
to the Treaty of Cintra signed between the two countries. 

This defeat had great influence on European countries and gave 
a fatal blow to Napoleon’s reputation. He made up his mind tc* 
march into Spain himself to avenge this humilitating defeat. Before^ 
embarking on this campaign, he entered into a secret treaty with 
the Czar of Russia known as Erfurt Interview to strengthen his 
position. In December, 1808, he marched into Spain at the head of 
a strong army of 2,00,000 soldiers. After gaining seme victories* 
he entered Madrid. The French reverses in Spain emboldened the 
Austrians to rise against Napoleon. So Napoleon had to march back 
to face Austria. Before returning frem Spain he handed over the 
Command of the amry to Soult. • The English Commander Sir John , 
Moore defeated the French army at the Battle of Corunna on 16th 
January, 1809. He died in this battle. To quote Hazen— 

"The Spanish rising was the first of a series of popular national 
instinctive movements that were to end in Napoleon's undoing .*v 


Meanwhile, Wellesley resumed the command of the British and 
Portuguese forces and defeated the French at TaJavera after making 
the line of Torres Vedras. In 1811, Wellington inflicted a crushing 
blow on the French Commander Messena who dared not attack 
Portugal after that. Napoleon was so busy in his struggle against 
Austria that he could not reinforce his army in Spain. On July 22** 
1812, Sir Arthur Wellesley, now Duke of Wellington, defeated the 
French at Salamanca on July 22, 1812 and entered Madrid. Then he 
marched towards Spain and gained a victory against Joseph at 
Vitoria in 1813. After these successive reverses, the French resistance 
completely collapsed and they were compelled to leave Spain. ^ 

3. Causes of Napoleon’s Defeat— There were various reasons 
of Napoleon's defeat in the Peninsular War : - 


(1) Upto this time, Napoleon had to face various governments 
and their armies. But now he had to face the people who were ready 
to make any sacrifice to safeguard their free dcm. Napoleon’s treachery 

and fraud had aroused the spirit of patriotism, nationalism and self 

•p. , ■ ^ nation was up in arms 

against Napoleon. Spanish war was just like a national movement 

and the Spaniards fought like true patriots for their freedom. Mazer* 
says— 


Previously Napoleon had waged war with governments only and their 
armies not with peoples rising as one man , resolved to die rather than 

suffer the loss of their independence .” 

(2) The physical features of Spain disfavoured the French. The 
country was hilly and poor. It lacked good roads. It was difficult 
for the French army to secure food and transport for a large army 
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and fight successfully on mountaneous'“Tegio?sf^n passes and valleys. 
Spain was a typical country where large armies starved and small 
armies got beaten. Prof. Hizen has remarked rightly— 

“The country was admirable for the defensive but difficult for the 
offensive .” 

(3) The physical features of the country were also suitable for 
Guerilla warfare. The Spaniards had great aptitude and skill in it. 
They adopted it and inflicted heavy losses on the enemy. The French 
soldiers could not face the Spaniards as they were quite unfamiliar 
Avith it. To quote Prof. Hazen — 

“Poor and without large armies , they fought as guerillas, little 
bands not very formidable in themselves individually , but appearing now 
fare, now everywhere , plucking off small detachments , then disappear¬ 
ing into their mountain fortresses .” 

(4) The Catholic bishops and preists also cami into the field 
-against Napoleon. They painted him as a dacoit, robber, unjust and 
tyrant and instigated the people against him by creating religious 
fervour in them. 

' (*5) England helped Spain and Portugal in their struggle against 

Napoleon. Their commanders defeated the French generals and 
armies at many battles and their victories taught Europe that Napoleon 
was not invincible. 

/ / (6) British Naval powe rjwas s uperior to that of France. It had 
established i fo sa premacy~~over" the sea. It could help the '•English 
soldiers at any time and at any place. Dake of Wellington came to 
the rescue of the Spaniards at a critical juncture and shattered 
Napoleon’s fanciful dreams of becoming a world conqueror. 

(7) The French reverses in the beginning compelled Napoleon 
to march into Spain him .elf and he succeeded in entering Madrid. But 
he had to come back because of revolt of Austrians against him. He 
remained so busy in war with Austria that he could not send a'ly kind 
of help in Spain. If he had remained in Spain for a longer period, he 
might have succeeded there. But it did not happen so. 

(8) After the Austrian revolt in 1809, he hurried back to France. 
Jt reduced the strength of the French army in Spain and they could not 
■conduct the war successfully. 

(9) The English soldiers were better disciplined and trained in 
warfare. TheT?paiTi^t--an4--Portuguese troops fought bravely and 
[ "'tfully in association with the British troops and defeated the 

French armies badly. 

(10) The English Generals like the Duke of Wellington were more 

■capable and competentlhan_th^_Zrench_-G"nerals like Dapont and 

Massena etc. 5The French Generals were jealous of one another and 
hated one another. They lacked the spirit of co-operation and unity 
of action. They never fought unitedly under a well thought out plan 
and so they were defeated. 
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(11) Napoleon under estimated the strength of Spanish national r . 
resistance and did not throw all his resources into this campaign and 
so he could not conduct the war successfully. 

4. Effects The Peninsular war had far-reaching effects on 
poieon, his empire and France. After bringing the whole of Europe 
under his knees, he tried to over-run Portugal and Spain also. He was 
involved in a long exhausting war there. About 3,00,000 soldiers were 
Killed m this war and it drained his resources. He was badly defeated 
re. Ihis defeat gave a fatal blow to his honour, power and glory 
and shattered all his ambitions and dreams, By installing his brother, 
Joseph, on the throne of Spain he produced an outburst of national 

'e Spaniards organised popular and national resistance before 
which Napoleon had to give way. His reverses in Spain produced a 

Pev i h< ?P e among the European countries and they 
thf pJ.rtL h !5 k , h , at 11 wa ? not difficu,t to defeat, Napoleon. They raised 
! isiT T? 3 ’ '° n J gainSt h,m ’ defeated him and imprisoned him 
heused to sa—^ brOUght about his downfall. In his last days, 

hco‘n£7m£L7— ishulcer,hatruined me •” Repentin e on his foI| y 

of it ^aTlnn'nni T* 50* Spmish affair ' 1 con f ess > the ‘^morality 

oj it was too potent and the injustice too cynical.” 

sten fLr^T^ Thomson » “ Napoleon's Spanish enterprise was his first 

kind thnt t rUln ] 'J 0r th f re t he "as faced with national resistance , the only 
kind that he could not deal with by diplomacy or bribes.” 
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The Peninsular War 
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UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Discuss the main aims of the Foreign policy of Napoleon. 

2. What do you know about the struggle between France and 
European powers from 1803 to 1807. 

3. Briefly narrate the struggle of Austria and Napoleon from 
1805 to the ‘Treaty of Tilsit.” 

4. What was Napoleon’s Policy towards Prussia. 

5. What were the main clauses of the Treaty pf Tilsit (in 1807 

A.D.) ? What was its significance ? ? 

6. Why was Napoleon considered to be at the height of power 
at the time of the Treaty of Tilsit. 

7. Why did Napoleon, in spite of his vast resources, fail in the 
Peninsular war ? 

8. What causes led to the intervention of Napoleon in Spain ? 

Account for his ultimate failure. (D.U. 1950) 

9. What was the Continental System ? How did Napoleon seek 

to enforce it and with what results ? 

10. Why did Napoleon enforce the Continental System ? How 
did it work ? How did it affect his empire and other states 
of Europe ? 

11. What was the Continental System ? How far was it responsi¬ 
ble for Napoleon’ downfall ? (A U. 1957, 54) 

12. Estimate the reasons for the failure of Napoleon’s Continen¬ 
tal System. (D.U. 1960) 

13. Briefly describe the causes and events of the Peninsular War. 

How did it affect the fortunes of Napoleon ? (Pb. B.A. 1927) 

(P.U. 1969) 


THE DOWNFALL OF NAPOLEON, 1811-15 A.D. 



Napoleon had reached the climax of his honour and glory by 
1810. Almost the whole of Europe lay ait his feet. He dominated 
over a vast colonial empire. In order to make England surrender, 
he compelled his vassal states to accept the Continental System. To 
attain this aim, he fought Peninsular wars against Portugal and Spain. 
The Continental System and the Peninsular wars proved fatal for him. 
His Policy created hatred and discontentment against him in European 
countries. Even the people of France began to hate and condemn him 
for his despotic and tyrannical rule. They were tired of his policy of 
incessant wars. At this juncture, he invaded Moscow in 1812 and 
invited his downfall. 

The Moscow Campaign 

pTQ. |. Describe briefly Napoleon’s Russia or Moscow 
campaign of 1812. Discuss its causes and consequences as well. 

(Important) 

Or 

What were the causes of rupture between Napoleon and 
the Czar Alexander of Russia that led to Napoleon’s campaign 
of Moscow in 1812 ? 

Or 

Describe the relations between Russia and France from 1807 
to 1815. 

Ans. The friendship between Russia and France after the Treaty 
of Tilsit lasted only for five years. From the very beginning, the Czar 
of Russia suspected Napoleon. With the passage of time, the bond of 
friendship loosened and Napoleon invaded Russia in 1812. 

I. Causes of the Moscow Campaign of 1812 —The following 

causes were responsible for the campaign of 1812— 

(1) After the Treaty of Tilsit, the Czar of Russia seized Finland 
from Sweden and a vast territory on the bank of Danube from Turkey. 
He hoped to gain nothing more than this. He was in favour of the parti¬ 
tion of Turkey but Napoleon was deadly opposed to it. 
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(2) The Czar wanted to establish his domination over Constantinople 
but Napoleon did not allow this. He replied— 

“Constantinople ! No ! Never ! Never ! That will give him the mastery 
of the world. 9 * 

(3) The Czar was angry with Napoleon because he had not helped 
him in his wars against Sweden, Poland and Turkey. 

(4*1 According to the terms of the Treaty of Vienna of 1809, 
Grand Duchy of Warsaw was created. The Czar feared that Napoleon’s 
object was to re-establish Poland and encourage Polish Nationalism. 
Czar did not approve of it because in case of the revival of Kingdom of 
Poland, he would have to return the Polish territory which was, till then 
under the control of Russia. Creation of the Grand Duchy of Warsaw 
was a thorn in the eyes of the Czar and this estranged the relations 
between the two. 

(5) In 1811, Napoleon annexed the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg to 
bis colonial empire. It belonged to the brother-in-law of the Czar. 
■Naturally, the Czar began to hate, condemn and distrust Napoleon. 

(6) Napoleon wanted to marry the Russian princess. Grand 
Duchess Anne and establish matrimonial alliance with Russia. His 
proposal for marriage was rejected by the Royal Mother of Russia. 
Napoleon took it to be a great insult and was displeased with the Czar. 

(7) When the Czar refused .to establish matrimonial relation with 
Napoleon, he married Maria Louis, the Princess of Austria. 
This offended the Czar very much and he could not tolerate cordial 
relations between Austria and France. 

(8) The influential people of Russ-a especially the feudal lords and the 
rich opposed the friendship between the Czar and Napoleon because they 
bated Napoleon who had deprived the privileged class of their special 
mights in France. 

(9) The Czar of Russia accepted the Continental System in 1807. It 
advet sely affected the Russians and their trade. The whole economy of 
Russia was upset. There were protests by the angry gmin merchants. The 
Czar had to bow before these popular demands and refused to abide by 
the Continental System in 1810. He opened his ports to the ships of the 
.neutral countries, and imposed heavy taxes on French goods. In this 
way, Russian wheat found its way in the markets of England and other 
European countries. This infuriated Napoleon and he declared war 
against Russia in these words— 

“/ shall have war with Russia on grounds which lie beyond human 

possibilities , because they are rooted in the case itself.** 

% 

2. Events of the Campaign —In order to invade Russia, 
Napoleon made preparations on a large scale and prepared an army 
•of 5,00,000 soldiers. He possessed 1,00,000 horse-men and a power¬ 
ful artillery. Half of his soldiers came from the Vassal states. So the 
Russians called it an “Army of Twenty Nations”. Czar too made 
preparations to resist Napoleon and raised an army of 2,00,000 
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soldiers. About his Russian Campaign, Napoleon once remarked— . 
“// (Moscow Expedition ) is the last Act of the Play .” 

Napoleon embarked on this enterprise on June 24, 1812, after 
crossing the River Niemen. He was a brave and dauntless general and 
said—“ Moscow is the half-way house to India.” 

Czar fully realized that Russian army was ill-equipped and not 
well-trained. So instead of fighting, he adopted the strategy of retrea¬ 
ting and devastating .the crops, villages and towns so that the enemy 
might not take advantage of them. When Napoleon reached the 
cities ofVilna and ;Smolensk , he found them in ruins. Napoleon had. 
to face many hardships because of the Russian strategy. He got no¬ 
food and clothes for his soldiers and no corn for his houses. Czar 
declared that he would go on retreating upto the boundaries of Asia; 
but will not allow the enemy to force them to sign a humiliating treaty 
on their holy soil. 

Napoleon continued his march towards Moscow and defeated 
the Russians at Borodino on 7th Sepetember, 1812. In this way, Napo¬ 
leon was successful in entering Moscow on 14th September, 18121 
Before retreating the Russians had set Moscow on fire. Out of 2,50,000, 
persons only 16,000 were left behind. Napoleon lay there for five 
weeks with the hope that Czar would sue for peace but all his calcul¬ 
ations and plans failed. 



Napoleon returing to France from Russia 

Under these circumstances, Napoleon was forced to retreat* 
During the retreat, his army was exposed to many hardships. The 
Russians harrassed the retreating army with their guerilla war-fare. 
Thousands of soldiers were killed by hunger, exhaustiorf. severe winter, 
rain, sleet and snow. To quote Hayes and Cole — 

“Napoleon's retreat from Moscow- is one of the most tragic and 
horrible episodes of human victory. Down-pours of rain changed to 
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sleet and snow. Swollen streams checked his march. Food was short. 
The French forces abandoned their baggage. They ran out of ammunition. 
They froze to death in snow drifts. They fell from exhaustion. The retreat 
became a rout and the disaster .” 

Napoleon reached France on 18th December, 1812. The strength 
of his army had been reduced to 20,000. According of Hazen— 

“The vast machine (Army) cracked beneath its own weight.” 

3. Causes of Napoleon's Defeat —The Physical features of 
Russia disfavoured Napoleon. The Russians adopted the Guerilla War¬ 
fare and harrassed the French soldiers. The French were ignorant 
of the physical features of Russia and could not stand before this 
war-fare. 

(2) The winter in Russia was very severe and unbearable for 
the French soldiers and they began to die in large number. It was 
difficult for them to fight in bitter cold. Russian prisoners of war 
clearly told the French, 6 7 * * * ii In a fortnight's time your nails will drop off 
and your weapons will fall from your benumbed and half-dead fingers .” 

(3) The French army could not face the Russian strategy. They 
(the Russians) did not fight at all and kept on retreating. 

(4) While retreating, the Russians went on devastating their fields, 
crops , villages , towns andforts etc. With the result, Napoleon’s army ran 
short of food, clothes and ammunition. This shortage brought about 
his ruin because he could not conduct the war properly. 

(5) Napoleon was in a hurry. He planned to conquer a large 
country in a year. It was his big blunder because it was not easy to 
conquer such a big country in such a short time. 

(6) Napoleon seized Vilna aud Smolensk easily. But he did not 
stay there and soon marched towards Moscow. He committed a great 
mistake. He should have waited there and studied Czar's plan , behaviour 
and strategy and acted accordingly. But he did not do so and suffered in 
the long run. 

(7) By invading Russia, Napoleon roused the feelings of Nationalism 
in the Russians and they considered no sacrifice too great for the sake 
of their motherland. Napoleon could not face the national upsurge in 
Russia. 

4 . Effects of Napoleon's Defeat — 

(1) Moscow campaign proved very harmful and suicidal tO' 
Napoleon and became the major cause of his downfall. 

It has rightly been said — 

“772/5 calamity proved the chief cause of Napoleon's overthrow 

To quote him — 

**The Spanish ulcer and Russian Campaign have ruined me.” 
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(2) This failure gave a severe blow to his honour, fame, prestige 
and glory. He fell even m the estimation of his own countrymen. * 

(3) This ill-fated expedition shattered the military power of Napo¬ 
leon because most of his trained and capable generals and soldiers died 
m it and it became difficult for him to conduct future wars. 

vine/hie ? time Jt was . thou g ht that Napoleon was in- 

But tbe fai,are this campaign encouraged the powers of the 

against him^ t0 ° ff hlS dommatIon and form a strong coalition 

<£>. R “ s !j a to °. k advantage of his defeat and began to interfere in 
°f Germany and Poland and left no stone unturned to destroy 
his power and influence m these countries. * 

f . _ ^Li ThiS eX F e u ki °, n gave birth to oil future wars which prpyed fatal 
/nK°F and tKP S arge empire. England, Russia and Prussia or¬ 
ganised the Fourth Coalition and started a ‘war of liberation’against 

him and at last defeated him completely. ^ 

^ rom the ab °y e description, it is ciear that Napoleon’s Moscow 

expedition, he''used to say- b ' Under WhiCh r “ ined him - About this 

‘ ? erh ? p ? 1 m , ade a mistake in going to Moscow. Perhaps I should not 
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Napoleon’s Moscow Campaign of 1812 
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sura sstxk 
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Encouragement to his enemies 8 ^ , h “^ re d his military power. (4) 
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2 . 



Of Throne By Napoleon 

i ?* G *y? . an accou nt of the circumstances under which Naoo- 

leon had to abidcate the throne of France. ^ 


Ans. 


Napoleon’s Moscow Campaign was an utter failure. It 
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lowered his prestige and demoralized the French army. On his return 
to France, he declared that he would launch the 2nd attack on Russia 
in spring but he could not do so. His defeat sent a ray of Hope 
among his enemies. They began to think that Napoleon was not 
invincible. 

|. Fourth Coalition Against Napoleon —After the Moscow expe¬ 
dition of Napoleon, England raised the Fourth Coalition with co¬ 
operation of Prussia and Russia. Austria also joined it after-wards. 
After his retreat from Russia, NappJeon mustered a new army com¬ 
posed of 2,00,000 soldiers. There" Was a great national awakening 
in Prussia and she raised a formidable - army against Napoleon. 
Prussia joined Russia and declared war on Napoleon. Napoleon 
took the initiative and attacked Prussia. He defeated the combined 
forces of Prussia and Russia at Lutzen and Bantzen. He inflicted a 
defeat on Austria also at Dresden. This was his last victory. A fierce 
and decisive battle was fought between Napoleon and the Allies 
at Leipzig in 1813. It is known as tjie Battle of Nations. Napoleon 
was defeated and forced to flee on the other side of Rhine. Napoleon 
suffered heavy losses and the Confederation of Rhine along with the 
Kingdom of Westphalia collapsed. The Allies offered him peace on the 
conditions that he should recognise the independence of Germany, 
Holland, Italy, Spain and that the Rhine, Alps and Pyrenees would 
form the French boundaries. Napoleon rejected these terms. By doing 
so, Napoleon did not give a proof of bis wisdom’and statesmanship - . 
He thought that the coalition would break up and that he would be 
victorious in the end. 

JL Campaign of Allies against France— After his return 
from Prussia, Napoleon had made a declaration that he would be 
attacking Prussia in May with a formidable army. But the Allies 
frustrated his plan. They attacked Napoleon in winter from Belgium, 
Rhine and Switzerland. Napoleon was hopelessly out-numbered but 
he showed his courage, valour and faced the enemy bravely. Hazen 

says— 

**Napoleon was hopelessly out-numbered. Yet this has, been 
called the most brilliant of his campaigns. Fighting on the defensive 
and on inner lines , he showed marvellous mastery of the art of war, 
striking here , striking there with great precision and swiftness, undaun¬ 
ted, resourceful and tireless. The allies needed every bit of their 
overwhelming superiority in numbers to compass the end oj their 
redoubtable antagonist , with his back against the wall and his hi am 
working with matchless lucidity and with lightning-like rapidity. I tey 
thought they that could get to his capital in a week'. It took them two 

months .” 

The Allies again offered him a peace on liberal terms .PJ e ^ ‘ OUb !^ 
proposed by them, but Napoleon rejected this offer outrightly. in 
the mean-time, he defeated the armies of Russia, Prussia at majy 

places. He defeated Blucher, the commander of the Prussian army 
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at the battle of Marne. This was his most brilliant victory. It 
demoralized the Allies and revived the ambitions of Napoleon. 
England, Austria, Prussia and Russia met secretly and concluded the 
treaty of Chaumont, making an alliance for 20 years, continuing war 
till the defeat of Napoleon and pledging themselves not to make sepa¬ 
rate peace with France. 

Aftef this treaty, the Allies attacked Napoleon with full force. 
On the other hand, Wellington had routed French forces in 

Spain and was marching to¬ 
wards France. Now they 
entrapped Napoleon from all 
sides. 

His soldiers were tired 
of incessant wars and began 
to flee in large number. With 
his mutilated military stren¬ 
gth, it became difficult for 
him to face the Allies. As a 
result, Paris fell on March 30, 
1814 and the Allies entered 
Paris in triumph. 

3. Napoleon’s Abdica¬ 
tion of the Throne —Napo¬ 
leon was disappointed*, and 
took shelter in the royal 
palace of Fontainbleau and 
signed a treaty with the 
Allies there. According to 
this treaty, he was made to 
give up his claim and that 
of his descendants to the throne of France. He was allowed to retire 
to Elba, retain his title of Emperor and exercise his soverignty there. 
An annual pension of 20,00,000 francs was granted to him and his 
wife Marie Louis got the Duchy of Parma. Louis XVIII, the brother 
of Louis XVI, was installed on the throne of France. Napoleon kissed 
the National Flag, took leave of his soldiers and returned to Elba 
This scene has been described by a French soldier in these words_ 

“Nothing but sobbing was heard in all ranks and l can say’that I too 
shed tears when I saw my Emperor depart .” 





Duke of Wellington 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Abdication of Throne by Napoleon—(1) After Napoleon’s failure ; n hi* 
Moscow Campaign, England. Russia. Prussia and Austria raised the FnifrVh h S 

(2) Defeat of Prussia and Russia at Lutzen and Bantzen (3) Allies ?°, a L ,t,0n - 

in 1813. (4) Napoleon rejected the peace offer of AlV«s mA 
NaDoIeon from all sides. (6) Naooleon reiecteH l^_ ,es ^tacked 

un. (7) 

entered 
and 
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Hundred Days Of Napoleon 

Q. 3. Give an account of Napoleon's return from Elba and 
bis ‘Hundred Days.* 

Ans.—Napoleon retired to Elba in April 1814. The Allies installed 
Louis XVIII on the throne of France. According to the Treaty of 
Paris, French boundaries were reduced to what they were on 1st 
■November, 1792. She regained her lost colonies except Mauritius, 
Tobago and St. Lucia. No war indemnity was imposed on her. No 
army of occupation was sent to Franc*. But her military strength 

ivas reduced. ' 

1. Napoleon's Return to Francd-^Jxniis XVEH’s maladministra¬ 
tion created discontentment among the people of France. They forgot 
■Napoleon’s drawbacks and began to applaud him. On the other hand, 
Napoleon was dissatisfied with the arrangement of Allies for him at 
Elba. He was separated from his son and wife. All his letters were 
intercepted. He did not receive his pension. Napoleon had disturbed 
the whole map of Europe. After his retirement to Elba, the Allies 
met at Vienna in September, 1814 to reshape the Map of Europe. 
There arose serious differences among them over the settlement of 
affairs of Europe and division of spoils of war. Napoleon took advant¬ 
age of the favourable circumstances in France and dissention among 
the Allies and tried to recapture the throne of France. Napoleon left 
Elba and sailed towards France secretly with his trusted followers on 
26th January, 1815 and avoiding the British watch-men, he landed in 

France at Cannes on 1st March, 1815. 

2. Napoleon captured France— The news of Napoleon’s landing 
in France spread like wild fire. His old soldiers and followers joined 
■him. People gave him a warm welcome. Napoleon appealed to his 
soldiers in the following words :— 

“ Soldiers , we have not been conquered. We were betrayed , 
Soldiers ! Come and range yourself under the banner of your chief 
his existence depends wholly on yours , his interests, his honour and his glory 
are your interests. Your honour , and your glory. Come ! victory will march 
.at double quick. The eagle with the national colours shall fly from steeple 
to steeple and to towers of Notre Dame. Then you will be able to show 
your scars with honour , then you will be able to boast of what you hflve) 
done , you will be the liberators of your country .” 

His appeal had the desired effect and the number of soldiers 
swelled beyond his expectations. He marched towards Paris. Louis 
XVIH despatched Marshall Ney to capture Napoleon at Grenolbe. 
Napoleon stood before him with his bare chest and said, “//ere/ 
am ;you know me. If there is a soldier among you who wishes to shoot 

his Emperor let him do it .” . 

These words had great effect on the Marshal} and his soldiers. 
He embraced Napoleon and shed tears. All the soldiers under the 
command of Marshall joined Napoleon’s bands. They tore the white 
ribbons of their caps and plumed the tri-coloured ribbons again which 
they had hidden in their bags. In order to strengthen his position, 

lie addressed the people :— 
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“It ' is not my ambition that has brought me back. The forty five best 
heads of the government of Paris have called me from Elba and my return: 
is supported by the three first Powers of Europe .” 

In'this way, Napoleon reached Paris on March 20, 1815. Louis 
XVIII fled to England and Napoleon captured the throne of France. 
To quote Hazen— 

“The return from Elba will always remain one of the most romantic 
episodes of History.*' 

Napoleon himself used to say —“The March from Cannes to Paris 
was the happiest period of my life .” 

3. Napoleon’s Hundred Days —Napoleon seized the throne of 
France on March 20, 1815, and ruled France again for 100 days known 
as Napoleon’s Hundred Days in history. When the Allies heard this 
news, they postponed the Congress at Vienna, forgot all their 
differences and began to organize themselves against Napoleon. They 
called Napoleon the “Disturber of the Peace of Europe.” Napoleon 
expressed his desire to settle the problems of Europe peacefully with 
the Allies. But they distrusted Napoleon and rejected his offer because 
they thought that he simply wanted respite to make preparations 
for war. 

4. Battle of Waterloo, 1815 —Now, there was no alternative 
before Napoleon but to fight. The English General, Duke of Well- 
irlgton organised an army of 80,000 soldiers and wanted to attack. 
France. The Prussian General Blucher had 1,20,000 soldiers^ under 
his command. . Napoleon’s plan was to prevent the junction of the 
two armies. Napoleon acted swiftly and defeated Blucher at 
Gilny on 16th June, 1815 On the other hand, Marshall Ney held 
Wellington in check at Quartre Brass and prevented him from joining: 
the Prussians. Wellington was forced to retire to Waterloo. He held 
his ground against the repeated attacks of Napoleon and waited for 
Blucher. The French could not intercept Blucher and he came to the 
help of Wellington. Napoleon was caught between the two armies 
and being out-numbered, he could not face the Allies who routed him 
badly. The French army scattered and left the ammunition behind. 
Napoleon was disappoined, and sought death but he failed in his 
attempt. To quote him— 

“/ ought to have died at Waterloo , but the misfortune is that when 
a man seeks death most , he cannot find it. Men were killed around me 
before , behind and eveywhere. But there was no bullet for me.** 

After his defeat at Waterloo, Napoleon reached France on 22nd. 
June, 1815. He abdicated his throne in favour of his son and tried 
to escape to America, but the English proved too clever for him and 
his plan failed. So he was forced to surrender to an English Captain 
in a French port. To quote Hazen :— 

“Making the best of necessity , he threw himself upon the generosity 
of .the British .” 

Napoleon himself cjeclar d :— 

““Ihave come like Temistocles to seek the hospitality of. British 
Nation .” 


>OWNFALL OF NAPOLEON 

The English and the Allies did not trust his works and instead 
>f offering refuge to him, they imprisoned him in the island of St. 
Helena in the Atlantic Ocean. He died there after six ^ears on May 5, 
1821. Before his death he expressed his desire that he should be 
juried on the bank of Seine in France. To quote him : 



The Is'and of St.Helena 

“/ wish to be buried on the banks of Seine in the midst of the 
french people whom I dearly loved." 



Napoleon's Tomb in Paris 
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His wish was fulfilled when his remains were brought back to 
Paris and buried there. 

According to the? 2nd Treaty of Paris, Louis XVIII was again 
installed on the throne of France. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Hundred Days of Napoleon —He escaped to France from Elba ; the soldiers 
and the people welcomed him; Louis XV HI fled away; Nappleon captured the 
throne on 20th March, 1815? He ruled France for 100 days; He was defeated 
by the Allies in the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 ; He was imprisoned in St. Helena 
where he died in 1821. 


Causes of the Downfall of Napoleon 


£2TQ. 3. What were 

leon ? ' 


the causes 


II of Napo- 

(Important) 


Or 


(P.U. 1952, 53, 57) 


Why was Napoleon defeated ? 

Or 

Describe briefly the various factors that 
for the downfall of Napoleon. 

Or 

“The Spanish ulcer and the Moscow campaign ruined 
Napoleon.** Discuss the statement. 


were responsible 
(P.U. 1965) 




Ans.—Causes of the Downfall of Napoleon —At the time of 
the Treaty of Tilsit (1807), Napoleon was at the height of his glory and 
power. He dominated not only over France but also over the greater 
part of Europe. He was the Protector of the Confederation of Rhine. 
He was the Emperor of Italy. He had arrested Pope and seized his 
kingdom. He had conquered Holland also. He had installed Joseph 
on the throne of Spain, Jerome in Westphalia and Maura in Naples. 
Russia and Prussia were his friends. He had become the emperor of 
such a large empire by the dint of his power Jnd genius. However, after 
1810 started his downfall. After his defeat in the battle of Waterloo 
in 1815 he was imprisoned and exiled to St. Helena where he died 
after six years in 1821. . The main causes of his downfall are given 
below — 


\y{\) Limit to Human Capacity —Napoleon was a genius and 
possessed high intellect and high imaginative power. But he was 
a human being and there is a limit to human capacity. He was not 
an exception to it. - He wanted to perform miracles in no time. He 
had too many irons in the fire. He wanted to accomplish all the jobs 
in hand, all alone. The result was that he could not complete them 
single-handedly, wherefore, he failed in the end. j* 

(2) Napoleon was Ambitious —Napoleon was very^ ambitious.® 
He had extended the boundaries, of his empire to an unlimited extent. 
His empire had become unwieldy. His early successes turned his head 
and his ambitions started soaring so high that he began to dream of 
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becoming a world-conqueror. In order to realize his ambition, he 
conquered many nations and deprived them of their freedom. They 
became his enemies. He used brute force for the fulfilment of his aim 
and did not realize that mere brute force cannot bring success. 

(3) Napoleon's Pride —Napoleon’s successes had made him proud 
and haughty. He always boasted of his genius and capacity. Hi thought 
himself to be so wise that he never consulted his seasoned counsellers 
because ‘in his opinion* his judgements were correct and infallible. He 
never took advantage of the experience and foresight of intellectual 
giants like Fouche and Talleyrand. Most of his judgments proved 
faulty and brought about his downfall. During his campaign in 
Spain he once remarked— 

’1 may find the pillars of Hercu^s in Spain, but 1 shall not find the 
limits of my power. I have seen nothing so cowardly as these Spanish 
nobles and troops '* 

Thiers, the President of the Third Republic in France, once wrote 
about his downfall— 9 


“7/ was his judgement that degenerated and proved to be the cause of 
his failure .” 


(4) Policy of Over-centralization— Napolean was so proud of his 
ability and capacity that he followed the policy of over-centraliza¬ 
tion and concentrated all the powers in hfs own hands and never 
shared his powers and responsiblities with his officials. In 1799, he 
got full control over the legislature and the executive. Later on, he 
established his domination over the judiciary and the local self- 
government also. This increased his burden beyond limits. The 
people had no hand in the administration and they lost initiative and 
enthusiasm in all matters. This policy of over-centralization brought 
inefficiency in the administration and ultimately led to his fall. 

(5) Despotic Ru e— Napoleon had spent the early part of his life 
in helping people to free themselves from the bondage and tyrannies 
of autocratic rulers. But when he took the reins of administration 
in his hands, he began to behave like a despotic ruler. His rule was 
based on the principle of equality and he deprived the people of their 
freedom. After establishing his autocratic rule in France, he tried 
to crush the revolutionary sentiment of liberty which had infused new 
life and energy in the people of France and enabled them to eradicate 
despotic rule in the country. His autocratic rule became intolerable 
to the people and they began to condemn Napoleon. 

(6) Napoleon s Empire was based on Force 1 —Napoleon’s unwieldy 

f )ire was based on force. His continuous conquests enabled him to 
blish a vast empire which was not properly organised. The people 
tie conquered territories had no say in the administration and it 
was not based on their will. They hated the foreign rule. They 
feared the tyrannical rule and were forced to obey. They were not 
loyal to their master who committed numerous atrocities on them. 
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Napoleon’s rule was based on force and maintained on force. Hazen 

says— ■ t 

«Built by war, by conquest, it was necessary environed by the 
hatred of the conquered. 

annexed additional sources of discount. Based on force, it could inly 
by maintained by force." 

The empire based on force contained the seeds of its destruction. 
The foundation of this vast empire was indefinite and weak. Thi 
empire came into being on account of Napoleon s genius and its 
permanence depended on his life and fortune When he began to lose 
power, there were revolts on all sides which led to his downfall. Prof. 

Hazen says— 

“Founded and upheld by his genius alone, the permanence of hi* 
empire rested solely on his life and fortune.” 

/ (7) His Militarism— Napoleon possessed a very large and power¬ 
ful army. He subdued almost the whole of Europe by his military 
strength. But his trained and experienced generals and soldiers were 
killed in incessant wars fought by him. These heavy losses practically 
crippled the military strength of France/He introduced conscription m 
France and raised an army of new recruits to face the Allies. >This new 
army was not properly trained, disciplined and well-equipped.'it lacked 
the ardour and zeal of that army w'hich had won the battles of Auster 
litz and Jena. So it failed to face the Allies. The French were tired of 
his militarism. So he recruited the Germans, Poles, Italians etc. in his 
army. His new army was not a national army. It was not homogene¬ 
ous but heterogeneous. Napoleon used to station his troops in con¬ 
quered territories which had to bear their expenses. People hated them 
because they were instruments of repression and miseries.(His milta? 
risin which helped him to bring the whole of Europe under his sway 
also led to his downfall. His army failed to face the combined army 
of England, Russia, Prussia and Austria. To quote him — 

“God marches with the biggest battalions ,” and as the enesnies of 
Napoleon raised armies bigger than his own, God was bound to march 
a!6ng with them and that w r as to result in their victories. 

f 

y (8) The Continental System —Napoleon had humbled all the Euro¬ 
pean countries except England. He regarded England his avowed enemy 
and wanted to bring her to her knees. He could not invade England 
directly in the absence of a powerfu’ navy. He knew fully well that Eng¬ 
land's trade was the source of her strength. In order to ruin her trade he 
introduced the Continental System. The promulgation of the Continen¬ 
tal System was his great blunder which proved fatal for him. He could 
not enforce this system for want of a powerful fleet. Ke compelled the 
vassal states to accept it. It ruined their trade and commerce. It 
led to scarcity of food and rise in prices in the European countries. It 
added to the sufferings of the people of Europe. It led to the breach 
with the Allies and he lost their sympathies. When Portugal and 
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Spain refused to accept it, he was entangled in the Peninsular war 
v/hich hastened his decline. To quote Madelin — 

“The Continental System of Napoleon was the principal tragedy in the 
drama of his fall” 

(9) The Peninsular War — Napoleon wanted to enforce the Continental 
System in Portugal and Spain. But they refused to oblige him. At 
this, Napoleon compelled the king of Spain to abdicate. He arrested 
his son Ferdinand and installed his brother, Joseph, on the throne of 
Spain. It hurt the national feelings of the Spaniards and there was a 
great national upsurge in Spain against Napoleon. Napoleon was 
involved in Peninsular war for a long time and it proved suicidal 
to him. To quote Napoleon — 

“Jr was the Spanish ulcer that ruined me.” 

(10) Conflict with the Pope —Napoleon requested the Pope to 
accept the Continental System but he rejected it point blank. It infu¬ 
riated Napoleon. He arrested the Pope and annexed his kingdom to 
the French Empire. People declared him to be an atheist. Napoleon’s 
action antagonised the Catholics of Europe ai^d therefore, lost their 
sympathies. Even the Catholics of his own eja^ire became hostile to 
him. 

(11) The Russian Campaign— The Continental System proved very 
harmful for Russia, so Czar refused to abide by it. Napoleon invaded 
Russia with a large army in 1812. His Russian Campaign was a 
great blunder. It proved fatal for him. A large number of soldiers 
died of intense cold, disease and shortage of food and clothes. The 
Russians killed many French soldiers by their guerilla warfare. His 
grand army was smashed. This campaign crippled his military strength 
and gave a blow to his power and prestige. Austria and Prussia felt 
encouraged and began to organise themselves against him. When his 
military power was reduced, his empire fell like a house of cards. To 
quote Prof. Hazen — 

“But for the Moscow Campaign of 1812 , he might have realized the 
conception , he afterwards described at St. Helena , of European System , 
a European Code of Laws and European Court of Appeal. There would 
Jhen have been one people throughout Europe ” 

(12) Spirit of Nationalism —Napoleon conquered many countries 
and re-shaped the map of Europe. He repressed the people of the 
conquered territories and caused them untold miseries. He deposed 
their rulers and placed his brothers and relatives on the thrones of 
these territories. He deprived them of their freedom. Napoleon 
wanted to enslave them for the sake of his personal glory. It hurt 
their national self-respect. His unjust and tyrannical rule awakened 
the feeling of nationalism in Spain, Austria, Prussia, Russia etc. and 
inspired them to rise and oppose Napoleon and put an end to his 
power. 
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d 31 Selfishness of Napoleon- Napoleon’s selfishness and^ favour¬ 
itism also Droved to be a cause of his decline. After reaching the zenith 
of his power, he became the king-maker and installed b i s t ’'°‘ he b rs a "^ 
relatives on the thrones of the conquered ter-itones. Joseph became 

the ruler of Spain, Louis of Holland and Jerome of Westphalia. He 

himself became the Emperor of Italy. It produced discontentment, 
among the people and they began to hate, condemn and criticise him 
It gave a severe blow to his honour and fame. 

/ (14) Ingratitude of his Relatives- Napoleon treated his relatives 
/kindly but they were ungrateful. They didf not help him in crisis. 
Gn the other hand; they multiplied his difficulties. Caroline and 

Jerome were responsible for the end of his P^he co^plained 
Germany. Joseph fled away from Spain. In 1810, he complained. 

to Metternich about his relatives in the following words 

**My relatives have done more harm than I have done them good . 

05) Naval Power of EngW-Naval Power of England was 
superior toThat of France. England had established her superiority 
over the lea The English defeated the French fleet at St Vincent 
and Camperdeon. Lord Nelson inflicted crushing defeats on Napoleon 
afthe BaUles of Nile and Trafalgar and smashed hisnaval power. 
Napoleon organised a large army to invade England but English 
Navy and English Channel stood in his way. Superior nava! power 

of England was responsible for the failure of the Continental System, 
and thwarting the ambitions and plans of Napoleon. 

06) Strong Finances of the English— The economic condition of 
England and her finances had improved because of the Industrial Revo¬ 
lution in that country. England could put up a long struggle against 
France. England organised various coalitions against France with 
the co-operation of other countries and helped them with men, 
money and material and ultimately succeeded in defeating Napoleom) 
It has been rightly remarked that Napoleon was not defeated in the 
Battlfe of Waterloo but in the textile rqjlls of Manchester and blast 
furnaces of Birmingham. England was the most determined and per¬ 
sistent enemy of Napoleon. England remained constant in her oppo¬ 
sition and her successful plans against Napoleon went a long way in 
thwarting his designs. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Causes of the Downfall of Napoleon—(1) Limit to Human capacity. (Z) 
Napoleon was Ambitious. (3) Napoleon’s pride. (4) His Policy of over- 
centrah/aton (5) His Despotic Rule. (6) Napoleon’s Empire was based 
on Force. (7) His Militarism. (8) H ; s Continental System. (9) Peninsular 
War (10) Conflict with the Pope. (11) Russian Campaign. (12) Spirit ot 
Nationalism. (13) Selfishness of Napoleon. (14) Ingratitude of his relatives. (15) 
Naval Power of England. (16) Strong Finances of the English. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. What were the causes and consequences of Napoleon’s Mos¬ 
cow Campaign of 1812 ? 
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2. Discuss Napoleon’s Policy towards Russia. 

3. Briefly describe the various factors that were responsible for 
the downfall of Napoleon. 

4. What were the major military, internal and international 
reasons for the downfall of Napoleon ? (P.U. 1965, P.U. 1971) 

5. Trace the fortunes of Napoleon since his return from Moscow 

till the Battle of Waterloo. What were the causes of.his 
defeat ? (P.U. 1969) 

6. Napoleon’s Continental System has been considered by some 

as the cause of his downfall, while others believe that it was 
the spirit of nationalism that was lesponsible for it. To which 
view would you subscribe ? fP.U. 1962) 

7. Trace the events from 1808 to 1815 which brought about the 

downfall of the Ndpoleonic Empire. (P.U. 1970) 
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WORK AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF NAPOLEON 



Napoleon was one of the most famous rulers and statesmen of 
not only France but also of the world. The political situation in the 
country offered him an opportunity to rise. He took full advantage of 
it and gave a proof of his genius. He was an extra-ordinary man and 
performed extra-ordinary jobs and gained fame and glory. He was 
born in an ordinary family but succeeded in becoming the Emperor 
of France. Various writers have composed various books on him and 
they testify to his great personality. He is perhaps the most written- 
about person in History. Devois, an eminent French writer, has 
written four bibliographies on Napoleon. One bibliography was pub¬ 
lished by a German writer Kircheisene and another by Lumbraso. To 
quote Gotteschalk— 4 

“Napoleon Bonaparte is the most written-about individual in History 

. Probably for no other human being has it been necessary to allot so 

much space in books as we find books and books about him.” 

(3TQ. |. Give an account of Napoleon’s character, work and 
achievements. (Important) 

Or 

Discuss Napoleon’s claims to greatness. 

Or 

Assess the importance of Napoleon as a statesman in the his¬ 
tory of the world. 

Or 

Make a critical estimate of Napoleon Bonaparte and his role 
in the history of France and Europe. 

Or 

“Napoleon was the greatest man that the history of mankind 
has ever produced”. Discuss the statement. ^ 

Ans.— It is difficult to form an accurate estimate of Napoleon 
because different writers have expressed different views about his 
career and character. Writers like Fisher, Mignet, Rose, Emerson, 
Hugo, Massion, Levy, Abbot, Thiers etc. have landed him upto the 
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skies and they regard him as a gigantic spirit ; one of the greatest cor 

sT/r inH ° f f th< : W ° r,d > f * reat ^sman, a succefsful admirn 
a , nd chl,d of the Revolution. But there are others who hav 
?° "‘ d ri ^™„ as a and devil. According to Guerard, Well; 

tvranf / W3S Selfish ’ proud > ambitious, unjusi 

tyrant, robber, devil and the destroyer of the Revolution. The-trut 

bu^heT.dte^ 0 to. tremeS - NaP ° ,e0n W3S a man ° f great qualitie 


1. The Bright Side of Napoleon's Character— 

(1) Napoleon as a maw—-Napoleon was a man of great and crane 
personality. From an ordinary person, he became the Emperor o 
France on account of his exceptional qualities. From the ver 
beginning of his career, he was very simple, hard-working ant 
disciplined. In his student-life, he used to cook his food and was! 

his clothes with his own hands. His power of work was unlimited 
To quote him — 


Work is my element. I am born and built for work. I have knou t 

Jhe limits of my legs y I have known the limits of my eyes, I have never 
known the limits of my work." 

He was a man with a strong physique and great physical strength. 

He worKed for 18 hours a day. Once he travelled 90 miles in three 

* n the Battle of Waterloo, he remained 37 hours on the saddle 

of his horse and used to sleep for a while in some lone corner on his 
noise-back. 

He was very patient and firm minded and remained steadfastNike 

* ro P c .. {*! dj fficulties and adverse circumstances. Nothing was impossi¬ 
ble for him. He used to say — & F 


“The word impossible is found in the dictionary of fools only." 

He was endowed with sharp intellect, strong memory and hi ah 
imaginative power. He used to make great plans on the basis of h is 
imagination. According to Emerson — 

u Au a r° le0 i n neV6r b ! undered into victory, but won his battles in his 
head, before he won on the field." 

He remembered the names of secret hilly and geograpical places. 

In fact, Napoleon had a very charming, fascinating and irresistible 
personality. He used to say — 

“I am not a man like ether men." He was civilized and cultured 
piMson. He bewitched his listeners. He had a sweet tongue and 
could influence everybody. Josephine was so much impressed b\ his 
personality that she married him. After his return from Elba, he was 
able to gather 2,00,000 soldiers by his irresistible attraction. To quote 

“Emperor's feelings were expressed through every pore. When he chose, 
Jiobody could be more fascinating." 
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Napoleon was a very kind and tender-hearted man. He loved his 
friends and comrades like Lannes, Nae, Murat, Junot etc. from the 
core of his heart. He wept bitterly at the death of Lannes. Napoleon 
was a very jovial fellow. Once a mad man told Napoleon that he 
loved the queen. Hearing this, Napoleon remarked humorously, “You 
should have disclosed this secret to somebody else** 

Napoleon was a great orator and a. writer. His speeches used to 
be short but very imp.ressive. He could influence the audience by his 
forceful lectures and arguments. His articles and letters written to Jose¬ 
phine testify to the fact that he was a writer of outstanding merit. He 
wrote 2,300 articles which were published in the shape of 32 books, 
Fisher says — 

“He was the prince of journalists , the father of war correspondents” 

From the above description, it is clear that Napoleon was a versa¬ 
tile genius and had a gigantic personality. To quote Mignet — 

“Napoleon was the must gigantic being of modern times'* 

(2) Napoleon as a General —Napoleon was a general of outstanding 
merit. He became the Commander of the French Army and then the 
Emperor of France by virtue of his extraordinary military genius. He 
was very brave, bold, courageous and dauntless. About his>courage, 
he used to say — 

“/ regard myself as probably the most daring man in war wht has ever 
existed.** 

He could infuse new spirit and life in the minds of ordinary per¬ 
sons. He chose his generals from the ordinary soldiers and helped them 
inrising to great heights. He was very skilful in the art of warfare. 
His speeches were very inspiring. He looked to the comfort of 
his soldiers who were always ready to make any sacrifice for him. 

(3) A Great C nqueror —Napoleon was a great conqueror. He 
conquered Italy, Holland. Portugal and Sweden. He humbled the 
powerful countries like Austria, Prussia and Russia. He left no stone 
unturned to bring England to her knees. By 1810, he had established 
his sway over almost the whole of Europe except England. He extend¬ 
ed the boundaries of his empire by his astounding victories and made 
France the most powerful nation in Europe. Napoleon ranks with 
Alexander, Caesar and Charlemagne as one of the greatest conquerors 
in the history of the world. 

(4) Js an Administrator —Napoleon was not only a great conquer¬ 
or but also an efficient and able ruler and administrator. He removed 
chaos and anarchy from the country, introduced many reforms in the 
administration and estab'ished an efficient system of administration 
in France. It is rightly said — 

“His life and that alone stood between France and Civil War.** 

Some historian has aptly remarked— He ( Napoleon) found chaos , 
left order ; found anarchy , left hope** He established a strong and 
centralized government which ensured political order in France. He 
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took great pains to promote national education. In order to improve 
the economy and finances of France and to encourage trade and indus¬ 
try, he established the Bank of France. He did not impose income 
tax. He promoted art and literature. He built many roads, canals, 
bridges and buildings. He enhanced the grandeur and splendour of 
Paris. His Civil Code is the greatest contribution to France. It is 
based on the principles of equality and justice. He carried out the 
principles of social equality by throwing careers open to talent. He 
organised the work of the Revolution and established a new social 
order based on the revolutionary ideal of equality. He left no stone 
unturned to stabilize the fundamental concepts of the Revolution and 
to enrich the life of the people. That is why he is called the Child of 
the Revolution by many writers. 

(5) As an Organiser and Statesman —Napoleon was an organiser 
and statesman of a high order. He not only established an efficient 
administrative system in France but also conquered Italy and Germany 
and organised a new set-up there which went a long way in the unifica¬ 
tion of these countries later on. His wide outlook, his efficient and 
centralized administrative system, his reforms, civil code, abolition 
of special rights, his opening of the careers to talent etc. testify to 
his statesmanship and organizing capacity and capability. It has been 
rightly said:— 

“The last of the Series of benevolent despots , he was at the same time 
one of the first of the great modern statesmen.” 

2. Dark Side of Napoleon's Character 

While Napoleon's friends and admirers have showered encomiums 
on him, his enemies and opponents have painted him as devil. They 
called him the ‘Tyrant of Europe*. In their opinion, he was unjust 
and tyrant and wanted to establish his despotic -ule over the whole 
of Europe. In order to realize his ambition, he killed a large number 
of persons and created chaos in many countries of Europe. His 
defects have been enumerated below — 

(1) Too much Ambitious —Napoleon was too much ambitious. He* 
was hungry of fame, power and conquests. He used to say — 

“There is one thing to do in this world and that is to keep acquiring 
more and more money and power*.’* 

He was an imperialist to the backbone, and wanted to extend 
the boundaries of his empire beyond limits. He wanted to establish 
his domination not only in Europe but also in the East. In 1812, he 
wrote — 

“We are going to make an end of Europe and then to throw ourselves 
and become masters of India.” 

His ambition soared so high that he desired to follow the 
footsteps of Alexander and become the conqueror of the world. In 
order to realize his ambition, he destroyed the peace of Europe and 
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threw lacs of soldiers into the jaws of death. He deprived the people 
of the conquered territories of their wealth and freedom. These 
people began to hate and condemn him. About 40,00,000 people 
were killed in 60 battles fought by him for the fulfilment of the 
cherished dream of his life. His high ambitions enabled him to readi 
the zenith of his power but later on led him towards decline. His 
ambitions forced him to promulgate the Continental System, start 
Peninsular war and invade Russia. All these plans ultimately proved 
fatal for him. 

(2) His Vanity —Napoleon’s early successes and conquests turned 
his head and he became proud. He ascribed the cause of his success 
to his physical strength and intellectual power and genius. He was 
so proud of his wisdom and ability that he stopped consulting his 
trusted, able, experienced and* far-sighted friends, well-wishers and 
officers. He thought his judgment and plans to be the best and infalli¬ 
ble. His judgments and plans were often faulty and led to his downfall. 

(3) Selfish —Napoleon was a man with gigantic powers but he 
was selfish. He used his powers for his own selfish ends. For the 
realization of his selfish ends, he, flouted moral principles and used all 
kinds of fair and unfair means. He also depended on deceit and trick¬ 
ery* After taking the reins of administration in his hands, he used 
his administrative powers for his selfish motives. In order to enhance 
his powers and fame and satisfy his thirst for the expansion of his 
empire, he fought many battles. Had he used his powers for the 
welfare, of the people, he would not have destroyed the peace of 
Europe. He used his powers for destructive and not for constructive 
purposes. He rose to the height of his glory by dint of revolutionary 
ideals but by grabbing power, he curbed the spirit of the Revolution. 
When he became the First Consul, he said — 

Citizens , the Revo.ution has turned to the principles with which it 
began. It is at an end." 

W His family Ambitions —Napoleon was not only selfish but be¬ 
lieved in showing favouritism and partiality towards his kith and kin. 
He wanted to create a dynasty of kings. After conquering many terri¬ 
tories, he became the king-maker. He distributed money and land 
among his relatives. He made his brother Louis, the king of Holland, 
Jerome of Westphalia and Joseph of Spain. After the conquest of 
Italy, he himself becam- her emperor. People began to hate him for 
his selfishness and favouritism. 

(5) No Faith in Religion —Napoleon had no faith in religion. He 
never cared for morality and spiritualism. He made religion as an 
instrument for advancing his political ends. He did not hesitate to 
deceive people in the name of religion. He showed his faith in Catho- 
lism but in actual practice he was a materialist and had no faith in 
Christ. He did not spare even the Pope. He arrested him and annexed 
his kingdom to his empire. It was a clear proof of the hollowness of 
his faith in religion. To quote him — 
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“People say I am a Papist. I am nothing. I was a Mohammedan in 
Egypt* I shall be Catholic in France." 

6 . Opposed to the Ideal of Liberty —Napoleqn was opposed to the 
revolutionary concept of liberty and hated the romantic actions taken 
in the name of freedom. He was of the view that social and conomic 
inequalities gave birth to the Revolution so he tried to establish a new 
social set-up based on equality by depriving the people of their free¬ 
dom. The result was that he became an autocrat and established his 
despotic rule in France. To quote Guerard — 

“ The worst tendencies of Ancient Regime and of the revolution towards 
absolutism were renewed and strengthened...... The progress of material pros - 

perity may have been hastened by a few years , but the soul of France was 
shackledfor a century." 

Keeping in view the defects in his character, some writers have 
called him the Destroyer of the Revolution and a child who killed 
his mother. 

3. Views of various Writers about Napoleon—Views of diffe¬ 
rent writers about Napoleon are given below. Harold says — 

“This supreme combination of intellect and energy gave Napoleon's 

mind a magnetic , almost supernatural nower . a power that seems to 

radiate from his pictured features and endows his very name with magic." 

According to Talleyrand—“ His ( Napoleon ) genius was unbelievable. 
His has been the most astonishing ca eer* that has been witnessed for the 
last thousand years. He was certainly the most extra-ordinary man I ever 
saw and in my "o ini on the most extra-ordinary man that has lived for many 
centuries." 

In the opinion of Leon Bloy —“Napoleon is the face of God in 
darkness." 

Holland Rose says —“He {Napoleon) was the greatest Emperor and 
organiser of all times who left France weaker and his enemies stronger 
than before his appearance in the arena." 

Thiers has expressed his views about Napoleon in the following 
words — 

“In war Napoleon was guided by his genius , in politics by his passion" . 

According to Dr. Sloane —“The empire of Napoleon was like a bri 'i - 
iant bubble on the stream of time." 

To quote Guerard —“Granted that beneath all his imperial blujf there 
had been solid achievements , still, they were purely materia / and constantly 
obtained at the expense of variety and initiative." 

Fisher says —“Bonaparte came to close the romance of Revolution . 
to heal the wounds , to correct the extravagance and to secure the cor - 
quest. He stood for the restoration of peace and confidence, for building 
up of commercial credit , retrieving of military prestige atid mending oj 
educational machine." 
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According to Flenley— 

“He was the child and heir of the French Revo’ution, who , if he comp¬ 
leted the destruction of liberty , yet preserved equality qnd built it into the 
enduring laws he gave to France Napoleon himself said—“/ closed the 
chasm of anarchy ; cleansed the revolution”. 

To quote Gottschalk— “ Although Bonaparte has frequently been reviled 
as an unsc upulous dictator and conqueror , his regime may also be looked 
upon as an effort to provide a synthesis of the old and the new for the war- 
weary and revolution-weary Europe of his day” 

So we learn that Napoleon was neither a perfect angel nor an out¬ 
right devil. He was a human being who had amazing qualities, as well 
as certain defects also. He was a versatile genius and possessed extra¬ 
ordinary physical and mental powers and did extra-ordinary work He 
was a great conqueror who fought many bloody battles and shed the 
blood of lacs of people and deprived the people of the conquered 
territories and also of their independence. He was over-ambitious and 
wanted to conquer the whole world. 

But his ambition proved suicidal for him and led him towards 

decline. He regenerated France and established a new social order 

based on equality, removed chaos and disorder and introduced many 

reforms. On the other hand, he led France towards its destruction also. 

In spite of his defects, it cannot be denied that he was a great man 

the whole and his contribution to France and world is reallv verv 
important. J J 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Character of Napoleon 

nprcnn^"i■* ^ r ighi .Side of his Character —(1) Hard working, genius, fascinating 
personality jovial , a great orator and writer. (2) A successful General m 

Suites™!, administrator. (4) A great conqueror. (5) An organiser 'and 

(4) ambitious - < 2 > p ™ d (3) Selfish, 

fects aUo was nei ‘ her “ nor a devil - He ^ 8°od Qualities and certain de¬ 


legacy Of Napoleon 

Q. 2. What was Napoleon’s Legacy to France ? In what sense 
France I 6 * COnS,dered the creator of contemporary and modern 

_ (P.U. 1964) Important. 

Or 

RevoVutTonT ^ Na ' 5oleon the child of or the heir to the French 

Europe 6 * bHef 3CCQUnt ° f Ni * ole;) "’ s services to France and 

v arjtsJLx, r sstexrs 
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Ans.— After becoming First Consul, Napoleon dominated France 
and played an important role in the history of Europe for 20 years. 
He removed chaos iknd anarchy from France and established a new 
social order based on the principle of equality. By 1810, he had 
reached the climax,of bis power and glory. He overran the whole 
of Europe and humbled all the countries of Europe except England. 
He destroyed the old regime and old harmful traditions and institu¬ 
tions in the conquered territories and showed them the new path for 
progress. 

1. Napoleon’s Legacy to France— Napoleon was a versatile 
genius and a marvellously gifted man. He was not only a great con¬ 
queror but also an able administrator, organiser and a statesman. He 
rendered useful services to the people of France who had suffered 
much at the hands of the Revolution. He established a stable and orderly 
government and his strong government ensured political order in 
France. He regenerated France on the basis of the concept of equality 
and abolished all the social inequalities and special privileges and 
rights. He set up a classless society by abolishing feudalism and serfdom. 
He followed the policy of religious toleration and granted religious 
freedom to all. He carried out the principles of social equality by 
throwing careers open to talent. He recruited his servants and gene¬ 
rals on the basis of merit arid not on the basis of their social status. 
His administration was broad^based and herd work and efficiency were 
its chief characteristics. He introduced many useful reforms . He w as an 
enlightened despot. He established a national army and a national 
system of education to promote nationalism. He carried out many 
economic reforms to improve the finances of the country. He promoted 
trade and industry. He built many roads, canals, bridges and took 
various steps to enhance the beauty and grandeur of Paris. He system¬ 
atized the laws of the land and established a uniform system of law 
in the country. His code was very simple and clear. Jt promoted 
social equality and gave cheap and equal justice to all. In this way, 
he removed chaos and anarchy and ensured law and order in France. His 

administrative system was so efficient and useful that even his successors 
could not ignore it. 

2. Napoleon’s Legacy to Europe —Napoleon's services to 

Europe were in no way less important than his services to France. 
His Empire in Europe did not last Jong but it had far-reachine and 
permanent effects. 

(I) Introduction of French Ideals and Institutions —Napoleon was 
the master of a vast. empire. It included Belgium, Holland, Portugal, 
Spain, Warsaw, Confederation of Rhine, Italy, and Switzerland. His 
system of government and new ideas of society were adopted by these 
countries. He swept away the old regime and old institutions and 
practices from the conquered territories, established new political order 
and organised society on the principle of equality. In this way, he 
carried the revolutionary ideals to other countries of Europe. It was. 
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thus, the revolution in its European aspect. He put an end to feuda- 
alism, serfdom and class-distinctions in these countries. The people 
there were granted social equality, religious freedom and the right to 
hold posts on the basis of merit and talent. The Europeans adopted 
new ideals and institutipns in no time and got rid of evils of the old 
social order and tyrannies and atrocities of the privileged class and old 
regime. It has been, rightly remarked, “There was only one force in 
Europe which could destroy the barriers of traditional systems and eliminate 
the network of internal frontiers , and that force could enter a foreign coun¬ 
try behind the bayonets 'of French troops.” 

Napoleon eradicated the old social order based on inequality, injus¬ 
tice and tyranny and opened the way for the new era and new social 
set-up based on the concepts of eqality and fraternity. That is why it is 
said, k ‘ The Napoleonic Empire was not an interruption but an extension of 
the Revolution. It was the last phase of the Revolution .” 

(2) The Code Napoleon —Napoleon swept away the old com¬ 
plex and tyrannical laws of France and prepared a new code known 
as the Code Napoleon. It laid great stress on the destruction of feu¬ 
dalism, special privileges and serfdom and emphasized the revolu¬ 
tionary concepts of social equality, religious freedom and equitable 
distribution of patrimony. This code was recognized not only in 
France but in other countries of Europe as well. This code is still 
prevalent in France and with some modifications in Italy, Holland, 
Belgium and Germany. This code went a long way in propagating 
the principles of the Revolution in European countries. The sim¬ 
plicity and elegance of their form commended them not only 
in France but to the greater p^t of the Continent. To quote 
Southgate — 

“As his conquests extended , the Codes were introduced in other 
lands and his legal work exercised an influence far beyond the borders 
of France.” 

(2) Spirit of Nationalism —Another great legacy of Napoleon to 
Europe was the spirit of nationalism. Napoleon’s conquest of 
Spain, Italy, Austria, Germany etc. produced national upsurge in these 
countries. The French soldiers went to fight in the European countries 
and they carried with them the revolutionary ideals of liberty, equality 
and fraternity. They preached these ideals there and laid the found¬ 
ation of nationalism. The people of these countries were greatly in¬ 
fluenced by these ideals and they adopted them. After the rise of 
nationalist, these people girded up their loins to break the bondage 
of slavery and regiin their independence. There started a war of 
liberation whose founder was Napoleon. The awakening of the spirit 
of nationalism eradicated the old regime and paved the way for the 
establishment of new era. 

(4) Unification of Italy and Germany —The credit for paving thp 
way to the unification of Italy and Germany directly or indirectly goes 
to Napoleon. Italy was divided into large number of small states^ 
Napoleon conquered these small states, bound them together and gave 
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them a uniform system of administration. Thus, by establishing a 
centralized government m Italy, he laid the foundation of national 
unity. Napoleon #^as also responsible for the unification of Germany 
He annexed the small states of Ge*iany to the bigger states in their 
neighbourhood. He formed the .Wnfederation of states in South 
Germany by amalgamating them. He established an organized ad- 
ministration there. In this way, he taught them the lesson of nationa¬ 
lism and unity and made the task of unification of Germany very 
easy in future. J y 

Hayes has summed up the Napoleon’s legacy to Europe in the 
following words— ^ 

Thanks io the events of Napoleonic era , the revolution which origi¬ 
nally had been French , was becoming European. It was long enough to 
communicate to their population , a taste for the new regime .” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Napoleon’s Legacy to France:—(I) Removed chaos and anarchy and set 
up a stable or order government. (2) Establishment of classless society on the 
basis of equality, (3) Emphasis on merit. (4) Established national education. 

introduced economic reforms to improve the finances of France. (6) Code 
Napoleon. v 


2. Napoleon s Legacy to Europe :—(1) Propagation of the French ideals and 
institutions. (2) Code Napoleon. (3) Spirit of Nationalism. (4) Paved the way 
lor the unification of Italy and Germany. 


UNIVERSITY AND OTHER-IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Evaluate Napoleon’s work and achievements. 

2. What do you know of Napoleon as a military general, ruler 
and a law-giver ? 

3. “Napoleon was one of the greatest generals and military 
leaders that the world has ever produced.” Discuss. 

4. “Napoleon had a great organising capacity and administra¬ 
tive genuis.” Elucidate. 

5. Form an estimate of Napoleon’s character. 

6. Discuss Napoleon’s role in the History of Europe. 

7. Give a brief account of Napoleon’s services to France and 
Europe. 

8. How far did Napoleon succeed in securing the gains and 
fruits of Revolution for France, Europe and the World ? 

9* Napoleon did more good to Europe by his reforms than !.e 
did harm to her by his wars. How far do you agree with this 
view ? 

10. What was Napoleon’s legacy to France ? (P.U. 1964) 

11. Napoleon was the child of the French Revolution and the 

maker of modern France. How ? (P.U. 1940) 

19. Indicate the stages in the career of Napoleon I, and make an 
appraisal of his work of reconstruction of Europe. 

(Pb. M. A. 1972) 


effects of the french revolution 


The French Revolution had great effect not only on Francebulton 
Fnrone also The famous historian Ramsay Muir has called it Th 
World Revolution.” It was as much a war of ideas as of bayonets. It 
aave news ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity to the world 

an end to the old regime and existing social order and brought 

about a great change in Europe by laying emphasis on 
nationalism and socialism. The French Revolution not only shook 
France but also Europe to their very foundation and there by prepared 
the way for their reconstruction on a new basis. 



I 


immediate 


permanent 


results and 




Revolution. (A.U. I9SS. 62) Important 

Or 

What was the legacy of the French Revolution to France, 
Europe and the world. ^ 

Give a full and critical account of the permanent effects of the 
French Revolution of 1789. 

Or 

How far is it true to say that the French Revolution accasnp- 

llshed the change from feudal system to the democratic system ot 

the modern world ? ( A * U - 

Ans.—(A) immediate Effects of the French Revolution. 

5, Effects on France —Thousands of persons were killed in France 
during the period of Revolution. It gave a serious jerk to the 
French trade and industry and created financial crisis in France ana 
the people of France had to undergo many hardships. But in the long 
run, the Revolution proved a boon for them. 

The French suffered a lot due to the despotic and tyrannical rule' 
The social order was based on inequality. The high clergy and; 
lords enjoyed special rights and privileges and led a luxurious lite. 
the other hand x the people belonging to the middle and lower clause 
were exploited economically and politically and were deprived ot tneu 
political and social rights. 
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important posts in^e sTa^e The higher and 

™ent servants and military offiSS were re, PTa ° *1 Jent and Govern- 
Everyone got the right to nse a^coTdL tn h'f , < J n the basis of merit. 
Napoleonic code introduced ‘ ' n and m , erits - 

clear and simple. Ail were equal beforTlaw and eof r W and made U 
-ivere granted religious freedom. Efforts we^ ma/T JUSt,Ce ‘ AI1 
economic condition by promoting trade and ind, , de lmprove 11,6 
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for the improvement of agriculture and trade a.£ g L^,e° nStrUCte< J 
communication. In short it can h* Jt;!* tv° the mea ns of 
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welfare of the people. To quote KropotkC?— b ignored the 
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m centuries , the peasant afeto his fill {tr£> ?° r the fi rst time 
speak out. A new nation Vas born ’ W *** 

France was able to maintain her wars under the Republic a£T' 7"’ 
to carry the principles of the great revolution,mn fn* Napoleon had 
Holland and Germany etc " 8 revolution to Italy , Spain , Belgium 

2. Effects on England : — 
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ginning to the end. In this way the Revo^u 1 from lhe be ‘ 
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"Whig party and joined Pitt the^Jv. Burke O P p0Sed Burke left the 
rift in the Whig pZ v but at tL ,° fiC , r ’ WItb his lowers. It led to 
democratic. ’ me lme ’ 11 became more libera) and 
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-of new concent and refnrl^ Revolution because he was in favour 

the name of Revolution h* bUt * t * le atrocities committed in 

0t KevoJu tion, he became its staunch opponent and Conserva- 
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live. He followed the policy of oppression. He suspended H^as- 
Corpus Act. He banned all meetings and'conferences meant to prop¬ 
agate the revolutionary ideals. He put up censorship on th p - 
He deprived the labourers of their right to frame Trade« 
He inflicted severe punishments on the revolutionaries in En S la ™; 
He banned various Associations which favoured the 1 

Parliament. Pitt took all these measures to save England from the evil 

effects of the Revolution. 

However with the passage of time, the revolutionary concepts of 
liberty equality and fraternity influenced the people of England and 
thev started I struggle for their liberty and rights. Various leaders 
and political parties and associations made efforts for the introduction 
oPreformsInX Parliament. Asa result, the First Reform Act was 

passed in 183?. 

(4) Social and Economic Effects—The Revolution proved suicidal 
for the movements for reforms and there was no improvement in the 
social life of the English. Incessant wars against France deteriorated 

the economy of England. The National Debt increased beyond limits. 
It led to the imposition of heavy taxes on the people. The period of 
agricultural prosperity in England also ended. British trade also suffered 
much The prices of the essential commodities shot up. There was 
poverty and unemployment prevalent everywhere in England. These 
factors created a lot of economic distress and discontent in the country. 


( 5 ) Effect on the English Literature —The French Revolution had great* 
effect on the English Literature. It intensified the love of liberty inta 
passion. It inspired the young poets of England such as Words worth, 
Coleridge, Couper, Shelley, Byron etc. They made the events of the 
Revolution and the social problems of the period as the subjects of tlieir 
poems. They carried in them the revolutionary ideals of liberty and 
equality. Burke composed a book named ‘ Reflection on French 
Revolution.' ‘ Rights of Man * was written by Paine. ‘ Life of Nelson * 
was also written during this period. All these factors went a long way 
in enriching the English literature. 


3. Effects on Ireland —The people of Ireland had to suffer econo¬ 
mically, politically and socially under the domination of England. The 
French Revolution inspired them to fight for their rights. They raised 
the standard of revolt against the English under the leadership of 
Wolftone. The revolutionaries of France also instigated and helped 
them but this revolt was crushed badly by the English General Lake. 
The Anglo-Irish Act of 1800 brought about the union of the two coun¬ 
tries. The people of Ireland still remained unsatisfied and there was 

a lot of discontentment in the country. They continued their efforts 
to regain their lost independence. They succeeded in the long run and 
the Irish Free State was established in 1922. 

4. Effects on other Countries of Europe —The early effect of 
the Revolution on ether European countries was not good. It engulfed 
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many countries into fiery and bloody wars and lacs of people were 
killed in them. Napoleon’s Continental System adversely affected the 
trade of these countries and their economic condition deteriorated 
much. But the French troops carried the revolutionary ideals of liberty, 
equality and fraternity into all such countries where they fought many 
battles. This infused the spirit of nationalism in Spain, Germany, 
Prussia, Italy and Austria etc. It was this spirit of nationalism which 
• helped these countries to free themselves from the slavery and bondage 
of France. The History of the 19th century Europe is nothing but the 
record of national movements of these countries. 

B. Permanent Effects of the Revolution 

The French Revolution was not merely a local event. It greatly influ¬ 
enced not only France but also Europe and rest of the world. The revol¬ 
utionary concepts of liberty, equality and fraternity crossed the bound¬ 
aries of France and found their way into other countries and inspired 
the people over there. It helped in the re-shaping of Europe on the 
basis of these new principles. Its permanent effects, however are 
given below :— 

(1) Equality —Equality was one of the main principles of the 
Revolution. It implied the equality of all before law and abolition 
of special privileges enjoyed by the upper order in society. It 
established political, economic and social equality in European 
countries. It led to the abolition of social inequality. All 
were considered equal in the eyes of law and government and 
were treated equally. Stress was now laid on merit and not 
on birth or wealth. Everyone got equal rights to rise on the basis of 
talent and merit. By and by, it abolished serfdom and feudalism. 
Everybody now shared the burden of taxes equally. Religious free¬ 
dom and toleration was preached. Freedom of the press was main¬ 
tained and the right of the individual to education was assured. All 
religious and class-differences were ignored and society was re-organised 
on the principle of equality. This is the greatest boon of the Revolution 
to the world. 

(2) Liberty —The revolutionary ideal of liberty was hailed all 
over Europe. It implied personal, political, social and religious free¬ 
dom. The Declaration of the Rights of Man made people understand 
the importance of personal liberty and rights. Important steps were 
taken to establish social liberty by abolishing special privilges, feudal¬ 
ism and serfdom. Special efforts were made to ensure political liberty. 
Before the French Revolution, the monarchs enjoyed absolute powers 
and behaved like tyrants. The French Revolution put an end to the rule 
of these despotic and autocratic rulers. It smashed the theory of Divine 
Right of kings and led to the establishment of constitutional monarchy 
everywhere in Eu r ope. Now the monarchs could not behave in a 
tyrannical way and ignore the laws of the land and the interests of 
the general public. The people were enfranchised and given the right 
to elect their representatives to the legislature. It has been rightly' 
remarked — 
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“France became the spokesman of the human race and the idea of 
liberty became the watchword and charter of all the reformers amd 
revolutionaries . Liberty became a universal creed. 1 

(5) Popular Sovereignty —The French Revolution put an end to 
the despotic rule in France and led to the establishment of republican 
form of government It emphasized the fact that sovereignty resides in 
general public and thus, the law should be based on the will of the 
people. It asserted that the people had the right to run their govern¬ 
ment through their elected representatives. It laid stress on the fact 
that the people should rule themselves and that the government should 
be not only for the people ’ but also *by the people \ It inspired the 
spirit of democracy. Although Napoleon ended the Republic later on 
and became the emperor of France, yet his work was accomplished 
according to the will of the people. In the beginning, there was a reac¬ 
tion against the ideal of popular sovereignty but later on the people of 
Europe and other countries of the world adopted this idea and estab¬ 
lished democracy in their countries. To quote Dewy— 

“The history of the 19th century is one of very gradual but definite 
advance towards the sovereignty of the people , and a great deal of 
progress which has made y can be traced directly or indirectly to the 
influence of the French Revolution .’* 

(4) Spirit of Nationalism —The French Revolution emphasized 
the principle of nationalism. It infused the spirit of nationalism and 
patriotism in the people of France. Being inspired by this spirit of” 
nationalism, they were able to abolish despotic and autocratic rule in 
France, defeat the combined armies of Austria and Prussia and 
protect their country from the enemies. The Napoleonic wars pro¬ 
voked the sentiment of nationalism in Spain, Italy, Prussia, Germany 
and Austria etc. The soldiers of Napoleon were not only bravo 
warriors but also the preachers of the spirit of the Revolution. It waa 
the result of the awakening of the spirit of nationalism that Napoleon 
failed miserably in Portugal, Spain, Prussia and Austria although hit 
army was very large, strong, well-equipped, disciplined and trained. 
After getting inspiration from the spirit of nationalism, the people of" 
these subjugated countries made great sacrifices for the protection of 
their freedom from foreign aggression. The Spaniards proved that ‘a 
whole people is more powerful than disciplined armies.* 

The other countries of Europe also reorganised themselves for their 
freedom from foreign bondage. This feeling of nationalism led to the 
revival of Prussia and unification of Italy and Germany. So we see 
that the spirit of nationalism saw its birth in France and then it burst 
the boundaries of France and found its way into the other countries of 
Europe. The history of Europe in 19th century is the story of triumph 
of nationalism in Belgium, Italy, Germany and the Balkan Peninsula. 
The idea of ‘nation-in-arms* is a great boon of the French Revolu¬ 
tion to the world. To quote Hayes— 

Thanks to the events of ‘Napoleonic erathe Revolution which• 
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originally had been French was becoming European. It was Jong enough 
to communicate to their population a taste for the new regime. 

(5 1 From Feudal System to Democratic System —Before me 
French Revolution, the political organisation in France was based 
on feudalism. The feudal lords held large estates, armies and forts. 
They enjoyed special privileges. They did not pay any tax to the 
state. They were appointed to the high posts under the 
used to levy many feudal taxes. Only they could establish flour 
mills, ovens and breweries in their estates. Targe tracts of forests 
were reserved for their hunting. Their pets and cattle grazed on the 
land tilled by the peasants. They destroyed the crops but tne 
peasants had no right to lodge any complaint against them. This pri¬ 
vileged class, thus, enjoyed special rights and led a luxurious life and 
squandered the hard-earned wealth of the general public. 

The French Revolution shook the very foundation of feudalism 
and led to the abolition of the special privileges of the feudal lords. 
Besides, it also led to the destruction of feudalism, se ^ d o“ 
and social inquality. In stead, there was regeneration of the 
society on thebasis of equality. So the class distinctions came to an 
end All the high posts in the states were thrown open to talent and 
merit. The declaration of the Rights of Man granted the rights of 
liberty and equality tp all. Napoleonic Code also went a long way'in 
emphasizing these ideals. By and by, feudaliam was abolished in other 
countries of Europe also and the French idea of democracy spread t 
every nook, and corner of the world* 

(6) Education —As a First Consul, Napoleon introduced many 
reforms in education. He set up a system of national education and 
manv schools and colleges. A university was established in 
Paris Before the introduction of these reforms, the Church was res¬ 
ponsible for the education of the people. But now universities were es¬ 
tablished in London, Berlin and other big cities of Europe on the 
model of Paris University It helped a great deal in promoting educa- 

tlon ^y^^oaUd^elfare —Thousands of people suffered at the hands 
of the Revolution but ultimately the Revolution proved a blessing m 
diseuise for the whole humanity. It helped in the growth of the 
soirit of fraternity and social welfare. The people spent huge sums, 
ind the government passed many laws for the social welfare of 

kindness P for the people growing under hards^ps. S^fdom 
abolished Significant reforms were carried out for the weiiare 
of the peasants and labourers. Various measures were t 
for the improvement of the lot of the prisoners in jail Many schoo s 
*r,d hospitals were opened. The French Revolution spread the ideals 
of a welfare state and, as a result, the legislatures all over the wor 
passed various laws for the welfare of the masses. 

Thus we see that the French Revolution was a world Phenomenon 
which profoundly influenced not only France but also 
The French ideas of political freedom and social equality had gr 
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effect on the revolutionary movements of the 19th century Europe. It 
shattered all the useless political and social institutions. Despotism 
came to an end giving way to democracy and the world witnessed the 
regeneration of human society on the basis of the principles of the 
Revolution. To quote Kropotkin— 

“The blood they (the people of France) shed was for humanity , the 
sufferings they endured were borne for the entire human race, their struggle 
and the ideas they gave to the world along with the shocks of these ideas, 
are all included in the heritage of mankind . All have borne fruit and 
will bear more, as we advance those wide horizons opening out before us 
where like some great beacon to point the way, flame the words. Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity .** 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

I. Effects of The French Revolution :— 

(7) Effects on France (1) End of despotic rule. (2) Abolition of special 
privileges. (3) Establishment of classless society and its reconstruction on the 
basis of equality. (4) Reforms in administration. 

(2) Effects on England (1) Effect on Political Thought. (2) Effect on Party 
Politics. (3) Effect on the Movement for Political Reforms. (4) Social and Econo¬ 
mic effects. (5) Effect on Literature. 

(J) Effects on Ireland (1) Revolt for freedom. (2) Union of England and 
Ireland in 1800. (3) Irish Free Stare in 1922. 

(4) Effects on other countries —Economic loss due to wars. 2. Rise of 
nationalism in many countries in Europe in the 19th Century. 

II. Permanent Effects of the French Revolution 

Regeneration of society on the principle of equality. (2) Encouragement to Poli¬ 
tical, social and economic liberty. (3) Spirit of Popular Sovereignty. (4) Spirit 
of nationalism. (5) End of feudalism and establishment of democratic System. 
6. Spread of Education. (7) Spirit of welfare state. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. What was the legacy of the French Revolution to France, 
Europe and the world. 

2. What was the effect of the ideas and principles of the French 
Revolution on the politics of the world. 

3. The French Revolution ended the old political and social 
order and inaugurated the era of a new social and political 
outlook. Discuss. 

4 What benefit did the French .^volution confer upon France 
and Europe ? Discuss briefly^ 

Describe the permanent political and social changes in the 
life of France resulting from the French Revolution. 

(P. U. 1965JT 
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6. What was the effect of the outbreak of French Revolution 

on the internal policy of the neighbours of France and how 
did they react to it ? (P. U. 1968, D. U. 1969) 

7. Assess the immediate and permanent results and achieve¬ 
ments of the French Revolution. (R. U. 1955,.62) 

S. The French Revolution not only shook France but also 
Europe to the very foundations and thereby prepared the way 
for their reconstruction on a new basis.*’ Critically examine 
the implications of this observation. 

9. Explain and discuss the maior, xeforms introduced by the 
French Revolution. (Pb. B.A. 1970) 

10. Describe the permanent results of the French Revolution 

(Pb. M.A. 1970) 


THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA 



4 Napoleom’s rise and campaigns are as important in the History 
oFEurope as his downfall His campaigns created terror in Europe. 
The revolutionary principles of liberty, equality and fraternity were 
feared by the despotic rulers. He devastated Europe and completely 
changed her map. He annexed many parts of Europe to his empire. 

He amalgamated small states in the neighbouring bigger states. A 
Congress of the representatives, princes, emperors and statesmen 
of the various countries of Europe was held at Vienna in 1814-1815 
for the regeneration of Europe and suppressing the main principles of 
the Revolution. This Congress was held under the presidentship of 
Metternich, the Chancellor of Austria. 

jgf Q. I. What were the aims of the Congress of Vienna ? 
What principles did it follow to achieve the aim^^Give the main 
provisions of the Settlement of Vienna, 1815. (V. Important), 

Or 

Give a full and critical account of the provisions of the 
Settlement of Vienna and point out its merits and demerits. 

. Or (P.U. 1969} 

SpecM/clearly the work done by the Congress of Vienna. 

Ans.-— I. Congress of Vienna —Napoleon was completely 
defeated in 1815 in the Battle of Waterloo and this defeat shtatered 
all his dreams of conquering the whole world. He was imprisoned 
in St. Helena. The upheavals caused by his wars had created many 
knotty problems. A congress of the respresentatives of various 
Europeans countries was held at Vienna in 1815 under the chairman¬ 
ship of Metternich, the Chancellor of Austria, to administer the 
vast empire of Napoleon, to reshape the map of Europe and to suppress 
the important elements of the Revolution. The kings, emperors,, 
statesmen and scholars of all the European countries except Turkey 
were invited to take part in it. Auther Wellesley and Lord Castlereagh 
represented England. The Foreign Minister of Austria, Metternich 
was the delegate of Austria. The Czar of Russia, Alexander I, joined 
the Congress on behalf of Russia along with Baran Vom Stein, 
Nesselrods and Capo’d Istria. Prussia was represented by the - 
emperor, Frederick William IH, and his ministers Hambolt and Hard- 
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enberg. Cardinal Salvi was the delegate of the Pope of Rome. The 
French Foreign Minister, Talleyrand, joined this Congress as the 

of France. Besides these delegates of big powers, the 
the congress of Viehur, 1815 A.D. 


The Congress of Vienna, 1815 A. D. 

kings of small states like Denmark and Sweden etc. also took part in it. 
The quote Hazen— 

0 

**This work of reconstruction was undertaken by the Congress of 
Vienna , one of the most important diplomatic gatherings in the history 
of Europe. Never before had there been such an assemblage of cele¬ 
brities.” N 

Austria, England, Russia and Prussia took the leading part in the 
Congress. The statesmen of the various European countries had been 
divided into two groups. The Czar of Russia was the leader of one 
group and Prussia closely associated with him. The second group was 
organised under the leadership of Austria and England and France 
were her npFain helpers. 

2. '■'Main Problems before the Congress —The Congres of 

Vienna had to face many knotty problem and the peace of Europe 
depended on the peaceful solution of these intricate problems. \ 

( 1) Napoleon waged wars for about 25 years and annexed many 
states to his empire. He had amalgamated many small states into the 
big states in their neighbourhood. He had completely changed the 
political map of Europe. The administration of the vast empire of 
Napoleon and regeneration and reshaping of the map of Europe u as the 
main problem confronting the Congress of Vienna. It had also to decide 
whether the deposed princes should be restored to their old states or 
not. 

(2) The second main problem before the Congress was to destroy 
the main principles of the Revolution and the revolutionary spirit engen 
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, i The Allies were successful in crushing the military 

sra srssu^ 

r,?pp^‘iVSS*!y spirit and »« Europe fro. dre eoueepi. 
of the Revolution. 

m Another serious problem before the Congress was to 

K?S£b^W tvotKhf Spe C W g StUue^ 

it to be their foremost duty to obey h.s commands, The Pope hadl esta 
blished inquisition even 

after^hat property of the Church and the clergymen was (confiscated 
and sold off Napoleon brought the Church under the control of state 
and shattered its influence altogether. He went a step fur her and 
arrested the Pope and annexed his kingdom to his empire. This 
action on the part of Napoleon gave birth to a new sect besides the 
Roman Catholics and the Protestants. This new sect had no faith 1 
^.Vion and the authority of Church and Pope. The Congress.wanted 
to re-establish the authority and influence of the Church and the Pope 
for the suppression of the principles of the Revolution. 

3. Aims of the Congress— The following were the main aims of 
the Congress of Vienna : 

(1) Napoleon had changed the political map of Europe and 
destroyed her peace by his incessant wars for 25 years. So the nrst 
and the foremost aim of the Congress was to reshape the map of Europe 

and establish peace. 

(2) The Congress wanted to deprive France of her conquered 
territories and ftx the French boundaries as they existed before the 

Revolution. 

(3) Napoleon had destroyed many old states and created some 

new ones instead and installed his kith and kin on the thrones of these 
newly created states. The Congress had to resettle these kingdoms. 

(4) Napoleon had amalgamated many small states into the 
bigger neighbouring states and the princes of these smal states had 
been dethroned. The Congress aimed at restoring the old rulers to 

their original states. 
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(5) The Congress also aimed at solving the problems concerning 
the Grand Duchy of Warsaw* Belgium , Holland, Italy and boundaries oj 
Switzerland. 

(6) To punish the rulers of Europe who had co-operated with 
Napoleon. 

(7) To re-establish the rights and authority of the Church. 

(8) To smash the military strength of France to such an extent that 
she may not destroy the peace of Europe again. 

(9) The aim of the Congress was to divide among the conquerori 
the spoils of the conquered. The Allies had co-operated to defeal 
Napoleon. Now they wanted to distribute among themselves the 
territories snatched away from France and her allies. 

(10) Napoleon had caused great destruction in the Continent by 
his incessant wars for 25 years. The Congress aimed at punishing 
France for her misdeeds by fixing a heavy war-indemnity on France. 

(11) To devise ways and means for the maintenace of international 
peace^Rfi the balance of power. 

4. Chief Principles of the Congress —The Congress adopted the 
following principles for the ahievement of its aims :— 

(7) Principle of Balance of Pow er —The principle of balance of powei 
implied that no country should be allowed to become so powerful that 
she may prove to be a danger to other states and destroy the peace in 
the Continent. This principle was followed at the time of the distrio 
bution of the territories snatched away from France. In order tc 
maintain the balance of power, the province of Saxony was not handed 
over to Prussia. To achieve this end still furthur, strong and powerful 
states were created on the frontiers of France. Holland, Sardinia and 
Switzerland were made strong by the addition of large territories tc 

reduce the power of France and check her aggressive designs. 

#• 

(2) Principle of Legitimacy —Napoleon had destroyed many states 
by amalgamating them in the neighbouring states and thus deprived 
the rulers of these states of their kingdoms. In accordance with the 
principles of legitimacy, the Congress aimed to restore, as far as 
possible the rightful rulers to their original states. The French 
Foreign Minister, Talleyrand, supported this principle because he 
wanted to secure France for the Bourbons. The kingdoms of France, 
Holland, Portugal and Naples were restored to the rulers of their old 
dynasties. But this principle was not followed while dealing with 
certain territories of Italy and Germany. 

I 

(3) Principle of Compensation — Napoleon had fully destroyed 
certain states and had damaged a couple of other countries. 
Having joined hands to fight out Napoleon, England, Russia, Prussia, 
Austria and Sweden had played a significant role in the defeat of 
Napoleon but had also suffered many losses at his hands. 
According to the principle of compensation, these countries were 
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' compensated for their losses and. co-operation. They were given 

5 territories taken away from France and her allies. 

! 5. Way of Working— The Allies were united so far as their 

efforts to defeat Napoleon were concerned but, in reality, they lacked 
unity and wanted to gain their own selfish ends. Austria wanted to 
establish lief domination over Italy and Germany. The Cz \r of Russia 
had his eyes fixed on Poland while Prussia wanted to grab Saxony. 
England was not ready to give the French colonies conquered by her 
during the war back and at the same time, she wanted to retain her 
naval supremacy and her domination over the sea. France was anxious 
to retain her old boundaries. The smaller states also had their own 
axe to grind. 

Under these circumstances, it was very difficult to work under 
certain definite plans and procedure. The way of working was very 
haphazard. The statesmen did not discuss the problems openly. The 
boundaries of the states were fixed in the theatres and dancing halls. 
The knotty problems were discussed and solved in the dinner and 
singing parties. The Congress had no president.. Mettemich performed 
the duties of the Chairman and the Secretary/ In the beginning, the 
‘Preliminary Committee of Eight’ consisting of England, Russsia 
Prussia, Austria, Spain and Portugal, France and Sweden was formula¬ 
ted to carry on the work of the Congress, but this effort failed misera¬ 
bly. The powerful countries like England, Russia, Prussia and Austria 
held sw iy and their voice was supreme in the Congress and decisions 
were m de according to their sweet will. As a matter of fact, 
before the Treaty of Paris, England, Russia, Prussia and Austria had 
entered into the Secret Treaty of Chaumont on March 9, 1814 and 
had taken decisions regarding the reconstruction of Europe. They 
only wanted the approval of the smaller states who had no knowledge 
of this secret treaty. 

These four powerful countries wanted to thrust their own decisions 
but they failed in their designs because they were selfish and tom by 
mutual jealousies and differences. There was a rift among the ‘Big 
Four’ over the question of the future of Poland and Saxony. The 
Czar of Russia wanted to appropriate the whole of Poland. In order 
to win over Prussia, he favoured the annexation of Saxony to Prussia. 
Metternich opposed this proposal tooth and nail. England’s repre¬ 
sentative Castlereagh. fully supported him. Talleyrand, who was a 
seasoned statemau, wanted to take full advantage of this golden 
opportunity because L. feared that the ‘Big Four’might reduce the 
boundaries of Fiance and impose heavy war-indemnity on her. By dint 
of his foresight and statesmanship, Talleyrand organised a ‘Defensive 
Tripple Alliance' against Russia and Prussia with the co-operation of 
England, Austria and other small states. This increased the influence 
and prestige of France and she became the fifth great power of the 
Congress. Talleyrand joined the secret meeting of the Big Powers on 
January 11, 1815 and succeeded in finding a solution to the reconstruc¬ 
tion of Europe. 
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, F ranoe-^i) The territories conquered by Napoleon were snat 

•ched away from France and the boundaries were fixed as they were ir 

brother of T of Bo “ b °ns was restored in France and th< 

Ycmr rr^w WaS instaJled on thc throne of France as Loui: 

JjsVUI (ill) In order to protect the despotic rule of Louis XVIII and 

^ bc J' : '' 0 l u . tl0 p ary mov ement, an army coqsisting of 1| lac soldiers was 
stationed in France under the command of Lord Wellesley Its exnen- 

l ° r b ° me Fr l ance - A war-indemnity of 70 crores was 
imposed on France and the sum was to be divided among the Aflies. 

SI control of for ^yclrs.^ ° f **"“ WOUld remam Undcr 

"Fnrniv* ? ot M ^ ta ’ Heligoland and Ionian Islands in 

s £ e * expanded her colonial empire because she got Trini- 

H^peTd^yfo’Jfr a omHoll^d TObag0 ^ FranCe 3nd Cape ° f Good 

rain land was div . ided into three parts. One part i.e. 
<Jrand Duchy of Warsaw, was given to Russia. Besides Bessarabia was 

F a ^a n n7fr^ r Swed« y “ d given ‘° Russia ‘ Russia als ° 

accJfto ^T,77 Fr S Sia ^ Pomerania from Sweden. So, she got an 
access to the Baltic Sea and she was now in a position to improve her 

•naval power She was also given Westphalia, half of the nothern part 

of Saxony, Danzig, Tharon and Posen. Prussia became oneofUie 

° f E “ rOPe “ d “" d as a barrier a ^ ai “ st ‘he 

(5) Austria In accordance with the principle of Balance of 
Belg*™» was not restored to Austria. She was compensated by 

Xombardy and Venetia in Italy She recovered Tyrol, Illyrian Provin¬ 
ces and the southern part of Poland. In this way, she regained her lost 
power and prestige and her influence increased considerably. 

(6) Sardinia -^,Sardinia got Piedmont, Savoy, Nice arid Genoa. 

Thus an independent and powerful state was created on the south- 

east borders of France to serve as a bulwark against the aggressive 
tendencies of France. 

.( 7) Switzerland To put a check on the expansion of French 
empire and to thwart any future aggression, an independent state of 
Switzerland was established on the borders of France. To make it 
more powerful, three new Cantons were also added to it. AH. the ‘ 
European countries recognised the independent feuderal government of 
Switzerland. 


(3) Spain According to the principle of legitimacy, the rule of 
the old Bourbon Dynasty was restored in Spain. Ferdinand VII set 
up an independent despotic rule there 

(9) Naples —Napoleon had annexed the kingdom of Naples. 
According to the decision of the Congress of Vienna, an independent 
autocratic rule of Bourbon Dynasty was established in Naples. 
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(12\ Sweden— Sweden got Norway from Denmark but she n 
to cede the territory of Pomerania to Prussia and Finland to Russia. 

rr . orP « of Vienna did not revive all tnese siaieb Q a 

ffieon but changed them into a Confederation of 39 States. A 

Federal Diet was “* abl, .£L d decision was taken so that Germany 
to act as its president, aeainst Austria The members of the 

Diet wire not elected b? the people but we.e oontineted by 

°i;^rsrr.t v rti , m™ 

tn the Austrian Empire. Piedmont, Savoy and Genoa 
were added to tne Ausinau wuf on j Tncrunv were eiven to the 

were annexed to Sardinia. Modena . u ac ^ his kingdom. A small 

ruling family of Austria. Po P e /^ s . Y“ ^^uise! the wife of Napo- 

.kingdom of Parma was created und Austria 

*leon. Bourbon dynasty was restored in Naples, in tnis y, 
increased her influence considerably in Italy. 

(15) Poland —Poland lost its independent identity and it was 

divided into Russia, Prussia and Austria. 

Other Works of the Congress of Vienna 

r r TUa creation of International Laws was 

(1) International Laws— The creatio ^ ^ Congress of vien- 

another significant and comm ® f the Continent were granted 

na. According to these law, the states or ^ commercial pur p 0 ses. 

the right to use seas in P e3 ^ a h ^ m to carry 0 n trade by means 
All the rivers were thrown open to m f y uard her commercial 

? n f t Sand E ^'^CfC d S ^macyAhe result was that 

these laws could not be enforced. s l avery prevailed in many 

(2) ^^f -j sMyraonical and inhuman. It was 

countries of Europe. “It was ,u j , Congress of Vienna passed 

a blot on the whole of the Contimnt. ^ C^g q d it . 

a resolution against th the P abolilion or retention ol this 

-- ”■»' c °"“ a - 

7 Estimate of the Work of the Congress of Vienna 
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countries had witnessed the horrors of war and havoc and destruction 
caused by it. So they wanted peace now. The decisions and the 

settlements made by the Congress of Vienna assured peace ^ Europe 

for the next 40 years. No war was fought between 1815 and 1853, 
when the Crimean war broke out between Russia and England in 1853. 

(2) Military Power of France reduced —Carnot and Napoldfen 

reorganised the military in France and set up a large and powerful 
army which rocked Europe badly for a long time. The incessant wars 
carried out by Napoleon proved destructive for France and it smashed 
her military power. The Congress of Vienna further reduced the 
military power of France. An army composed of 1£ lac soldiers was 
stationed in France under the command of Lord Wellesley to maintain 
peace there. Its expenses were to be borne by France. Consequently, 
France could not follow an aggressive and forward policy for a long 
period. 1 

(3) Prussian influence increased in Germany —The decisions 
of the Congress of Vienna reduced the influence of Austria in- 
Germany and increased that of Prussia. Now Austria alone was not 
responsible for the protection of the Confederation of Rhine. Prussia 
also got control over some of the territories of the Rhine. By and by, 
Prussian culture and civilization found their way in the remaining 
parts of Germany also and, consequently, Prussia championed the cause 
of Germany against France. 

(4) Influence over Russia and England —Russia annexed thd 
eastern part of Poland and got Bessarabia from Turkey. So Russja got 
a chance to gain foothold in Turkey and to increase her influence in 
the east. England also expanded her colonial power and maintained 
her superiority over the seas. 

(5) Unification of Italy and Germany —The policy of the Congress 
of Vienna was reactionary but it paved the way for the unification of 
Germany and Italy. Prussia’s influence increased in Germany and 
it became more powerful there in place of Austria. Finally, the work 
of the unification of Germany was completed under the leadership of 
Prussia. In Italy, Sardinia got Genoa, Piedmont and Savoy. It brought 
about national unity in Italy and it was unified under the guidance 
of the House of Savoy. It has been rightly remarked — 

** Unification of Italy and Germany had their germs in the work of 
the Vienna Congress .” 

(6) International Law —The establishment of international law 

was another important work of the Vienna Congress. It strengthened 
the spirit of co-operation among nations. It gave birth to maritime 
ldws and helped different nations to establish commercial relation^ 
among themselves. *• §| 

(7) End of Slavery —The Vienna Congress declared Slavery as an 
inhuman custom because it was based on injustice and tyranny. 
Various nations raised their voice against this ignoble practice and 
it was abolished by and by in all the countries of the Continent. 
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THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA 

In thl< my, the Congress of Vieno. hu « gre* pleee in history. 

To ZX ' «- "»“»«“■ 

of Vienna forms a landmark in History. 

• Z tSc^fVienm “‘me? SoS^ 

greatly condemn^ F wfl5 « Congress at all. ’ 

has said, 77ie Congress oj policy of the Vienna Congress was 

(1) Based on Reaction ! ine pon y t<} a curb 0 n the 

essentially reactionary^ she may not disturb the peace of 

aggressive designs.ofFrai“=< 5 intain international peace, the principle 
Europe again./ In order to m the old dynasties was restored 

of legitimacy was adopted and th were reduce d and/many 

in many countries. The ^dinia, Switzerland, Prussia etc. were 
pOW K, r h ed on her frontiers as a barrier against her aggression. 

Congress of Vienni mte not msp^ J eve se | fl , h motives. The big 
All the decisions were taicen Prussia and Russia were selfish 

four powers i.e. E " g a ,n increase their influence and expand their 
and greedy and wished . settlem-nt was based on the principle of 
kingdoms. The Vienna J* the distribution of the spoils of victory 
Balance of Power. 11 ” as ia h pfutsia and Austria acquired large 

• among the vmtors. Russia, E £ - nterests Q f the weak and b lpless 

territories and totiiyig ,. ieht 0 f independence and ’i.ity to 

states and denied them p nt :^ en t, Russia annexed the largestshare 

ensure durable peace in the amonf > the biggest gainers. The Austri- 

of Poland and Prussia. ^ tu d for F rench in Italy. Italy was reduced 
an i nfluence was substituted ft* P r prof H azen 

to a geographical e p • negotiations, the operation of 

„„ Sf’r S w* *• » “ «*'*“ 

^ ree "s”why the Vienna settlement failed to ensure permanent 

peace. , ~ _The Vienna Settlement proved 

(3) Settlement proved Tei m P °™. . princ i p ie of legitimacy’ and 
to be temporary. In order to P manY territorial arrangements were 
to maintain the ‘balance of P^’^^and paid no heed to the 
made. It was not based r hist o"fcal traditions Thus, it ignored all 

wishes of the people or their Imstori ^ some territories were 

those elements which c o uld r "^ e and g soraJ new kingdoms were 

• forcibly amalgamated in other kingdoms belonged to diffe- 

also established while the people ?fth - k diiferent languages, 

rent nations, and had‘ d t frent 

Belgium was ann~xed to w , w » re Protestants. Tney also spo 

SSmy“" ’ 
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the feeling of fraternity. Poland was divided into three parts undep, 
Jhe domination of different states, frhe Vienna Settlement was totally 
uniust and unnatural so that it did last longJThe history of Europe 
from V815 onward has been the history of undoing the errors of the 
p. n orpw nf ViennaJ Belgium became separate from Holland in 1830. 
Theimfonof NoAiay and Sweden was dissolved in 1905 and that of, 
Russia and Finland in 1917. .In the course of time, Italy and Germany' 
were also unified./ To quote Hayes 

“In all these terrtorial re-adjustments , there was little, that was_ 
permanent and much that was temporary. The union of Belgium and 
^Holland lasted but 15 years. The Italian and„ German settlement 
survived but 50 years and the Polish barely a century. 

(4) The Vienna Congress was a more Show —Prof. Hayes is of 
the view that the Vienna Congress was a mere show and it was used 
by the ‘Big Four’ to advance their selfish motives. All the decisions 
had already been taken by England, Austria, Russia and Prussiain, 
a secret treaty concluded on 9th March, 1814 at Chaumont. The 
Con cress was a mere farce and arranged to get the approval of the 
weak and helpless countries. These small states had to bow before the 
will of the powerful nations and they were compelled to accept thfr 
Vien.ua Settlement and put their signatures on it. To quote Hayes 


‘‘ Th e Congress of Vienna was really not a Congress at all.** 

.'5) Ignored Nationalism"and Democracy —While making territo- ^ 
rial i^-adjustments, the Vienna Settlement completely ignored the 
sentiment of nationality aroused by the French Revolution/ It paid 
no heed to the wishes of the people^ The Catholic Belgium was 
annexed to a Protestant Holland. They had nothing in common. 
Norway was annexed to Sweden much against the wishes of the 
people of Norway. Russia annexed the largest share of Poland and 
the hopes and aspirations of the Poles for independence were crushed. 
Germany wanted national unity but was formed into a loose confedra- 
tion. Italian patriots hoped to unite all Italian states into a national 
state but the Vienna Congress belied their hopes. In Italy, Hapsburg 
and Bourbon Princes were restored and the Austrian influence increased 
profoundly, i Despotic rule was established in most of the states. But 
the seeds of national and liberal ideas sown by the French Revolution 
could not be crushed for a long time and soon there started a reaction 
acainst the arbitrary rule and the people of these countries began to 
clamour for their independence and the constitutional form of govern¬ 
ment. In the words of Hazen— 

“The Congress of Vienna was a Congress of aristocrats , to whom the 
ideas of nationality and democracy, as proclaimed by the French Revolutions 
were incomprehensible or loathsome. The rulers re-arranged Europe 
according to their own desires , disposing of it as if it were their own personal 
property, ignoring the sentiment of nationality , which had lately been so 
wonderfully aroused, indiffereni to the wishes of the people. Theirs could 
be no ‘settlement ’ because they ignored the factors that alone would make 
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jhe settlement permanent. The history of Europe after 1815 was destined to 
witness repeated , and often successful , attempts to rectify this cardinal 

„error of the Congress of Vienna 

(6) The Eastern Question— Many critics are of the opinion that 
Vienna Congress failed to solve the problem of Maritime Right of 
different nations and the Eastern Question because its powers and 

rights were limited. 

(7) Injustice to some Republics —The Vienna Congress did a 
great injustice to the Republics of Genoa and Venice which had been 
enioving independence since long./ The Congress put an end to these 
Republics simply by the imagination of the aggressive designs of 

^^Criticising the Vienna Congress, a writer has rightly said— 

“The Congress of Vienna proceeded as if the French Revolution had 
never occurred and totally ignored the wishes of the people of Europe. It 
looked only to the interests of the crowned heads” 

To quote Hayes — 

“The Vienna Settlement was defective in so far as the people were 
retarded as so many pawns in the game of dynastic aggrandizement r.” 

6 In spite of its defects, it cannot be denied that the Vienna Congress 
did the important work of regeneration of Europe torn by the Revolu¬ 
tion and the Napoleonic wars. It was its greatest achievement. In 

the words of Marriot 

“Although the work of the Congress was reactionary , more or less it 
marks not only the close of an old epoch but the beginning of a new.” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


The Congress of Vienna, 1814-15 

1 The Congress of Vienna was summoned to regenerate Europe. The 
kings, emperors, statesmen and scholars of various countries of Europe took part 

111 ' 2 Main Problems (l)Settlement of vast empire of Napoleon and reshaping 

th mio of Europe (2) Suppression of the spirit of the Revolution (3) Re- 
estaSfsUenf Sf the influence 5? the Church and the Pope. 

3. Aims :—(1) Reconstruction of Europe and Peace (2) Refixing the 
. nHaricc of France (3) Settlement of conquered territories. (4) Restoration 
b r out dvnasties (5) Settlement of different confederations. (6) To punish the 
allied o7 f££L ( (7)R^ablishment of the authority of the Church (8) 
To reduce the military strength of France. (9) To impose war mdemn.ty on France. 
(10) Balance of Power in Europe. 

4 Main Principles—(1) Principle of Balance of Power. (2) Principle of 
Legitimacy. (3) Principle of Compensation. 

5. Way of Working—No definite procedure ; the representatives of big powers 
l . M/»tt<»rnich acted as the President and the Secretary , Preliminary 
Af ^ieht‘ Treaw of Chaumont ; The establishment of the Defensive. 
,fri^AwfaScc by the French Foreign Minister Talleyrand and the participate of 
France in the task of reconstruction of Europe. 

Settlement of the Congress:—(1) The Congress performed the work ol 
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7. <1) Merita:—(0 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 
(vii) 

(2) Demerits: r-i i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv' 

(v) 

(vi) 
(vii) 


Peace in Europe io% 40 years. P nce 

Reaction in the military power of France 
“fluence in Germany MMi 
Influence over Russia and England. 
Unification of Italy and Germany.. 
International Laws. 

End of Slavery. 


Based on Reaction. # 

Personal interest of various countries.. 

Settlement proved temporary. 

It was a mere show. 

It ignored nationalism and democracy. 
Failed to solve the Eastern Question. 
Injustice to some Republics. 




UNIVERSITY AND 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


9. 


10 


11 . 


12 . 


13 . 


What were aims of the Congress of Vienna ? What principles- 
did it follow to achieve them ? What were the main provisions- 

of the Settlement of Vienna, 1815 ? 

What were the difficult problems before the Congress of Vienna 

and how did it solve them ? Ci . nn . 

“The Congress of Vienna proceeded as if the F ren ' c " 
lution had never occurred and totally ignored the wishes of 
the people of Europe. They looked only to the interests of 

the crowned heads.” Comment. ,. . . 

“The real object of the Congress of Vienna was to divide 

among the conquerors the spoils of the conquered. 

■ ■ • • . 

“The charge is brought against the Vienna Powers that they^ 
ignored the challenge of the French Revolution. , 

In the li^ht of the statement, examine the defects ctf the settle- 

Discuss the principles of the Vienna Settlement of 1815. 

^^raccomp^nyinl map of Europe, indicate tile settlement 
of Europe in 1815, adding suitable explanatory^noto;. ^ 

Describe the main territorial and political changes in Europe 
introduced by the victorious allies in 1815. (Pb. B. A. 19/U) 
Critically examine main features of the Vienna Settiement 
of 1815 (Delhi u# A. iy/i/ 

What changes were made by the Congress of Vienna in the 
political map of Europe ? On what principles were these 
arrangements based ? (Delhi M.A. 1970) 

Evaluate the work of the Congress of Vienna.^ ^ ^ j96g ?1) 

In the Congress of Vienna the diplomats of Europe hoped and ^ 
sought to build the old system anew. This attempt was 
impossible. Elucidate. 

What did the major European powers want from the Congress 

of Vienna and how far were their aims satisfied ? 

(Delhi M. A. 19 uy 
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\Napoleon’s ambition engulfed Europe in the flames of war for 
25 years; His incessant wars brought about wide-ranging destruction. 
It resulted in great loss of men and money. \It ruined trade, industry 
and the prices of essential commodities shot up/ Unemployment, 
poverty and hunger prevailed all over the Continent. The economic 
condition ot the Europeans deteriorated. There was distress and 
discontentment on all sides. The countries torn by this long strife 
wanted to establish peace, promote trade and industry and to improve 
their economic condition, vjhe people of the Continent were eager to 
establish mutual relations to ensure international peace. After the 
fall of Napoleon, the Vienna Congress performed the important work 
of regeneration of Europq(vJhe Allies felt an urgent need of an inter¬ 
national organization to make the decisions of the Vienna Congress 
permanent, to suppress the principles and the spirit of the Revolution 
and to establish enduring peace in the Continent) As a result, the four 
big powers of Europe i.e. England, Austria, Prussia and Russia decided 
to work together to achieve the ends mentioned above. / The four 
countries thus formed an alliance known as the ‘Concert oteurope’/ 
As guardians and custodian of peace, they agreed to meet from time 
to time to solve the international problems./There were two plans before 
the Allies to realize their aims. These two plans, however, were totally 
opposed to each other. One was known as the Holy Alliance and the 
other as the Quadruple Alliance^ 

The Holy Alliance 

Q. I. What do yoi^understand by the Holy Alliance ? Reivew 
its objectives and achievements. (P.U. 1964) 

Ans. —To settle the international disputes and to maintain peace 
in Europe, the Czar of Russia, Alexander I, framed a plan and made 
its declaration on 26th September, 1815. It is known as the Holy All¬ 
iance in the History of the Continent. The first reflection of the Concert 
of Europe was seen in it. 

* I. History of the Holy Alliance —The Holy Alliance was the 
creation of Czar’s mind and imagination. He was deeply influenced 
by the events of the last few years and the fall of Napoleon. He was 
deeplv inclined towards religion. \ He was visionary, mysterious and 
a sentimental person. He lived ia' the land of dreams. He was skilful 
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in the art of making visionary plans. He had received education under 
the guidance of able tutors. He had very lofty ideals and sentiments 
but lacked the sense to give them a practical shape. He had hatched 
a conspiracy to murder his father, Czar Paul. ASo he remained mentally 
disturbed. He took refuge in religion to gain the peace of mind. He 
began to observe and propagate the tenets of Christianity. People 
called him the ‘White Angel* and the ‘Liberator* on account of his firifj 
faith in religion while they called Napoleon the ‘Black Angel* because 
of his misdeeds. Czar believed himself to be the representative of God 
on earth and that he had been deputed by God to find solutions to the 
various intricate problems of the Continent. 

According to his religious tendency, he issued a declaration on 
20th September, 1815 and appealed to the rulers of European States 
to follow the Christian tenet of brotherhood and apply it in their 
dealings with one another. Consequently a Holy Alliance came into 
being and the emperors of Russia, Prussia and Austria took leading 
part in it. Later on, other countries of Europe also joined it with the 
exception of the Pope, England and Turkey. 

One thing is worth mentioning here that this plan was not a novel 
one. Prior to this, the French ruler Henry IV had formulated a plan 
known as the ‘Grand Design’ to assure peace in Europe, to check unne¬ 
cessary bloodshed and to establish friendly relations among the European 
countries. There was a provision for the establishment of a Senate 
consisting of 66 representatives of the countries of the Continent. This 
plan could not be given a practical shape beeause of the untimely death * 
of Henry IV. But, later on, a famous French scholar, Abbe’de St. 
Peter, prepared a plan to form a permanent Congress to prevent the 
outbreak of wars. 

2. Aims— 

(1) The members of this alliance were to observe the Christian 
principles of justice, freedom, charity and peace etc. in the field of 
their internal and external policy. 

(2) All the rulers of member-states were to regard one another 
in a brotherly manner and were also to treat their subjects as their 
children. 

(3) Any power who was ready to abide by these holy ideals was to 
be enlisted as the member of the Holy Alliance. 

Czar himself declared the aim of the Holy Alliance in the following 
words— 

“The present act has no other object than to publish , in the face of ^ 
the whole worlds their fixed resolution , both in the administration of their 
respective states and in their political relations with every government , to 
take for their sole guide the precepts of their Holy religion , namely , the 
precepts of Justice , Christianity , Charity and Peace t which , far from 
being applicable only to private concerns , must have an immediate in- 
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fluence on the counsels of princes and guide all their subjects , as being t 

only means of consolidating human institutions , and remedying tfu 
imperfections 

3. Criticism —The Holy Alliance has been bitterly criticized 1 
its critics. It was honoured more in its breach than observanc 
The declaration was never put into actual practice. The critics poi 
out that it was a reactionary alliance which wanted to crush democrat 
and national movements. It rooted out the principle of social justic 
Its members wanted to strengthen despotism and were bent upc 
suppressing the feelings of the Revolution. The declaration remains 
holy and ideal but its champions crushed the sentiments of the peop 
and acted arbitrarily. It has been rightly remarked, “It was an unho 
league of despots to stamp out democracy and nationalism.” 

Great Britain refused to accept the principles of Holy Alliance. 
To quote Castlereagh— 

‘J’he Holy Alliance is a piece of sublime mysticism and not 

sense. 

The Austrian Chancellor, Metternich, called it, “ A sonorous or 
high-sounding nothingness , and a moral demonstration .” 

At another place he says—“ The Holy Alliance is merely a philan 1 1 
ropic aspiration clothed in a religious garb.” 

In the words of Hayes— 

To the liberals of the 19th century , the Holy Alliance became tf\ 

embodiment of a conspiracy to stamp out democracy , nationalism and socic 
us t ice” 


4. Causes of its Failure— The 

of the Holy Alliance:— 


following causes led to the failur 


(.!> Holy Alliance failed to improve the political and socia 
i ions prevailing m the Continent ; the declaration remained ; 
declaration upto the end and even the countries which put their sig 
natures on it did not care to give a practical shape to it. The policy am 
the conduct of its members were quite conflicting. 

(2) England opposed the. Alliance and even mocked at it. Englam 

supported the policy of non-interference in the internal affairs o: 
other states. 


(3) Many nations saw it with suspicious eyes from the very begin¬ 
ning and they never tried to adhere to its principles. 

. W The alliance failed because its members lacked the spirit oj 
unity. 

rt The Europeans could not differentiate the Holy Alliance from the 

Quadruple Alliance. As the Quadruple Alliance stamped out nationalism 
and liberalism, the people began to think that the Holy Alliance was 
reactionary in nature. To quote Hearnshaw— 
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“The Holy Alliance had no relation to practical politics, and was in- 
•ative from the day of its inception to the day of Alexander s death 
?5), when it faded into oblivion .” 

Thus, the Holy Alliance came to an end in 1825 after the death of 
'ounder Czar Alexander I. 

5. Importance— Although the Holy Alliance failed, yet it had 
)wn importance in the field of politics. Indirectly, it was the coalition' 
he European countries. It preached the ideals of non-violence, brother- 
id and mutual co-operation. It taught an important and unique 
ion to the European States that the Political success depends upon the- 
t ideals and tenets of religions, that the nations should apply the 
nciples of Christianity in their dealings with one another, and that 
ing should rule over his subjects as a father rules over his children, 
rstablished peace for a short time and paved the way to international 
operation. It is rightly said— 

“7/i future , it (The Holy Alliance) bore a riper fruit in the great 
•motional movement which began with the Hague Conference of 
? 9 .” 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


The Holy Alliance 

(1) Its history (2) Its aims (3) Criticism (4) Causes of its failures 
Its importance. y 

The Concert of Europe or the Quadruple Alliance 

2. What do you understand by the Concert of Europe 
r the Quadruple Alliance) ? Analyse its working from 1815 to* 
30 and carefully explain the causes of its failure. 

(D. U. 1962) V. Important 


Or 

How far was the Concert of Europe a right attempt towards 
e development of Internationalism in Europe ? 

Or 

“The Concert of Europe* a system of diplomacy by conference’ 
as one of the most interesting experiments of the 19th century J* 
iscuss. 

Or 

Write a short account of the period of Congresses and describe 
le part played by the English in putting an end to the experiment 
F the European Concert. (P. U. 1954) 

Ans.— I. Formation of the Concert of Europe or the 
uadruple Alliance— The Allies defeated Napoleon and tried to 
tablish pre-revolutionary conditions in Europe through the Vienna 
ongress. Still they had the fear of the Revolution in their minds* 


THE CONCERT OF EUROPB 


20* 

To ensure peace in the Continent and to crush the revolutionary 

feelings for ever, the Czar of Russia, Alexandar I, founded the Holy 

Alliance based on the tenets of Christianity. But it failed to realize 
its aim. To maintain peace in Europe, to make the decisions of the 
Vienna Congress permanent and to solve the international 
peacefully, England, Russia, Prussia and Austria signed a document 
and formed a Quadruple Alliance which led to the establishment of 
the Con” rt ofEurope P The Chancellor of Austria, Metternich.played 
a very important role in it. He was not a visionary and mystic like 
Czar y Alexandar I. He was, on the contrary, an astute, pragmatic 
and nractical Dolitician But he was reactionary and a strong opponent 
of freedom^nat^onalism, democracy and the ideals of the Revolution. 

In the words of Dewy — 

“ Europe, during the generation which followed Waterloo>, was 

dominated by the personality and ideas of the Austrian M [* ,s!er Jf e,t * r : 
nirh and he considered that the Great Powers were acting quite within their 
'rightsln putting down promptly any attempt to upset the established order 
of things ^in any country which had been, at all, permeated by the revolution- 

ary ideas” . . c ., 

The members of the Quadruple Alliance were in favour of the 

regeneration of the political system of Europe. Keeping in view their 

own Interests, and also the needs of Europe, they ^ » e ° ; 

ferences from time to time. About the aims of these Congresses, it 

is said — , , , . 

“These meetings were to be devoted to the grand interests they had in 
common and to the discussion of measures which shall be judged to be ™° st 
salutary for the peace and prosperity of the nations and for the maintenan 

of the peace of Europe.” 

2. Aims_ The Quadruple Alliance had the following aims : 

To recognise the decisions and resolutions of the Vienna Congress 
and to observe them and ensure their observance from other countries. 

(2) To give practical shape to the Second Treaty of Paris to check 

the aggressive attitude of France. 

(3) To check Napoleon and his descendants from .grabbing the 

throne of France. * 

(4) To maintain peace in Europe and to solve the Internationa. 

problems in a peaceful manner. 

(5) To suppress the national and revolutionary feelings in Europe. 

(6) To safeguard the rights of the despotic rulers. 

This system of diplomacy by conferences to establish peace mtc 
Continent and to solve the international prob 1 ems and disputcs amo { E 
the nations was one of the most novel rnd interes g P 
of the 19th century. . . • 

3. The Era of Congresses, 1818-1 82a.-In order maintain 

peace in Europe and to solve the internationa problems, 
of Europe held Congresses at various places from time to time. 
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(/) The Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle , 1818 —The first Congress of the 
iembers of the Concert of Europe was held in 1818 at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
*<ie capital of the Holy Roman Empire. Many problems such as to 
’•nprove the economy of the European countries, to maintain mutual 
slations, to establish the principle of Justice and to encourage the 
religious feelings came up before the Congress. To quote Heafnshaw— 

“At no Congress were so many and various matters brought up for 
fscussion as that of Aix-la-Chapelle .” 

h So many decisions were taken at this Congress that it became a 
•dontinental Court. It took the following decisions :— 

^ ^(i) France had carried out the terms of the second Treaty of Paris 
y having paid the war indemnity. A stable government had been set 
•p there and there was no fear of French aggression. So it was decided 
*iat t,he occupation forces should be withdrawn from France. France 
'htered into separate treaties with the four powers. She was admitted 
°) the. Concert of Europe and the Quadruple Alliance changed into 
‘uintuple Alliance. 

? (ii) Sweden did not fulfil the obligations of her Treaty with 
Norway and Denmark. Her ruler was called to the Congress' to explain 
nd clarify her position. 

% 

(iii) The Congress settled the problem relating to the appoint- 
lent of the successor of Baden and crushed the ambition of the ruler 
f Bavaria to expand the boundaries of his kingdom. 

1 (iv) The ruler of Hesse was forbidden to assume the title of 
King. : 

l (v) The king of Monaco was ordered to carry out reforms in' the 
rjministration in accordance with the wishes of the people. 

3 

(vi) A board was set-up to introduce reforms in the countries of 
le Continent, to strengthen friendly relations and to encourage Justice 
nd religious feelings. 

(vii) The people of the Spanish colonies in America raised 
^standard of revolt. The king of Spain, Ferdinand VII, requested 
le members of the Alliance for help. But no help could be given 
> him because of the opposition of England. The delegate of 
a ngland was of the view that the Concert of Europe should not 
interfere in the internal affairs of the other countries and it should not 
e used as an instrument of repression of liberal movements. As 
matter of fact, England wanted to maintain her slave trade in the 
merican colonies. 

p (viii) The African pirates of Barbary regions used to rob the 
trgo ships in the Mediterranean Sea. In order to put an end to 
leir activities, Russia proposed to send an international fleet against 
»em but this proposal was rejected because England opposed it tooth 
nd nail, 
c 
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. 0*} or der to prevent slave trade, England proposed that th« 
ships of any member of the Alliance should be allowed to be searche« 
by the other members. This proposal was, however, rejected. 

There was a rift among the members of the Alliance regardini 
the principle of interference in the internal affairs of other countries 
Russia tabled a resolution for fixing the boundaries of kingdoms an< 
rights of the rulers but England opposed it. The Czar of Russia an< 
Metternich wanted to crush nationalism, democracy and libera 
revolutionary movements and interfere in the internal affairs of tin 
other European countries. England was deadly opposed to this policy o 
interference and international control. To quote Castlereagh— 

“The Affiance was never intended as a union for the government . 
of the world or for the superintendence of the internal affairs of othet 
states .” 

In spite of mutual differences, however, the importance of the work 
of this Congress cannot be questioned. It was the first experiment to 
settle the international problems. Metternich regarded it to be a greal 
success and said— 

“Ihave never seen a prettier little Congress .” 

(2) ' The Congress of Troppap^l820 —The Second Congress was held 
in 1820 at Troppau in Geffllany. Revolutions broke out in Portugal, 
Spain, Naples and Piedmont etc. in 1820 against the arbitrary rule 
National movements were at the climax there. The people in these 
countries were clamouring for constitutional governments. They 
wanted to enfranchise a large member of people, to establish a respon¬ 
sible government, to have the freedom of speech, to remove all restric¬ 
tions imposed on press, to abolish social inequality and to fetch equal 
rights for all. The revolution became so violent in Spain and Naples 
that new Constitutions had to be enforced therg f The national move¬ 
ment broke out in Piedmont and other states of Italy also. The 
conditions in the vassal states of Austria such as Venetia, Lombardy 
• etc. also became turbulent. 

Metternich, the Chancellor of Austria, was a staunch opponent of 
nationalism and liberalism and wanted to put a check to the tidal wave 
of revol utio ns in Europe because he considered it to be very dangerous. 
At the s^ne time, he was bound to help Naples according to the treaty 
of 1825 signed with her. So, a Congress was called at Troppau in 1820. 
Metternich proposed that the members of the Concert of Europe should 
be empowered to meddle in the internal affairs of the other countries for 
the maintenance of international peace and the implementation of the 
decisions of the Vienna Congress. Russia and Prussia supported this 
resolution while England and France were against it. Thus, there 
was a division in the Alliance and it was divided into two groups. 
Austria, Prussia and Russia were on one side while England and 
France were poised against them. 
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Austria, Prussia and Russia condemned the revolutionary move¬ 
ments in Spain and Italy and signed a resolution known as the Protocol 
of Troppau and arrogated to themselves the right to suppress national 
movements by force. This resolution which is known as the Protocol of 
Tropp u laid down the principle of collective intervention, of Troppau 

ran as follows. , 

“States which have undergone a change of government due to revoui - 
Hon, the result of which threatens othe- states , shall cease to be members 
of the Eu opean Alliance, and remain excluded from it until their situation 
gives guarantee for legal order and stability. Tf owing to such alterations 
immediate danger theatens olhe - states, the powers would ondjte'nsfv'S 
by peaceful means, o- if need be by a r ms, to bring back the guilty states 

into the bosom of the Great Alliance .** 

Austria, Prussia and Russia put their signatures on the Protocol ot 
Troppau while England and France opposed it. Castlereagh called it 
an abstract rule to interefere in the internal affairs of independent 
states. He was of the view that it was a league of sovereigns against 
their subjects and it would promote and encourage revolutionary 
tendencies. While opposing it Castlereagh remarked — . . 

“ Would the Great Powers of Europe be prepared to admit the principle 
that their territories were to be thrown open to each other's approach , upon 
cases of assumed necessity or expediency of which not the party receiving, 
but the party administering it , " as to be the judge'." 

The gulf between England and the Holy Alliance became wider 
and it was decided to summon the Congress again at Laibach. 

(.?) The Congress of Laibach, 1821— The Third Congress took place 
in 1821 at Laibach in Austria-Hungary. It authorised Austria to put an 
end to the revolutionary movements in Naples and Piedmont. Metternich 
crushed national and liberal movements and restored arbitrary rule. 
He considered it to be his greatest success. England wanted to oppose 
his actions but she could not do so because of the changed situation. 
The Greeks rose against Turkey and Russia was supporting the Greeks. 
This brought Austria and England nearer to each other. 


(4) The Congress of Verona , 1822 —The Fourth and the last 
Congress was summoned in 1822 at Verona in Italy. Two main reasons 
were responsible for it. 

(1) The Greeks revolted against Turkey. Russia wrs helping 
Turkey because she wanted to increase her influence in the Black Sea, 
Mediterranean and the Balkan territories and gain trade facilities there. 
Austria and England were opposed to the Russian move. If Russia had 
succeeded in dominating Black Sea and the Balkan territories, it would 
have proved harmful to the English Colonies in Egypt and India. 

Russia wanted to take isolated action in Turkey as Austria had 
done in the case of Naples and Piedmont. But England and Austria 
could not tolerate the Russian intervention in Greek affairs. Hence this 
question could not be taken up in the Congress. 


(2) The people of Spain revolted against their King Ferdinand 
VII. Ferdinand granted many rights to Spaniards, restored the consti- 
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tution of 1812 and abolished the Inquisition Tribunals. But the peopl 
-were not satisfied and they raised the standard of revolt against hi 
^e sought help from France. Louis XVIII the ruler of France wan e 
to help Ferdinand VII because both of them belonged to the Bourbo 
dynasty. Louis XVIII tabled a resolution before the Alliance to hel 
Spain. V So, Congress at Verona was summoned to deal with tne problei 

of Spain. _ 

Lord Castlereagh had committed suicide. Lord Canning represente 
England in this Congress. He strongly opposed the French inter vent 10 
in Spain. But Russia, Prussia and Austria supported th,s H int ® r ^ e "J lo [ 
They signed a resolution and authorised France to send an army t 
4na?n to suppress the popular revolt ’ there. France crushed th 
revolutionary movement in Spain and restored the r “ 

Ferdinand VII. England broke all connections with th 5 , C ongjess a 
this gave a severe blow to the Concert of Europe. To quote l 

Canning — 

“Th" issue of Verona has split the one and indivisible Alliance int 
three parts as distinct as the Constitutions of England , France and Muscovy 
Things are getting back to a wholesome state again. Every nation for use, 

and God for us all. The time for Aeroepagus, and the like of that is go 

by 9 9 • 

In 1823, there was a revolt in the Spanish colonies in Americ 
aeainst the arbitrary rule of Spain. Many colonies declared their inde 
pendence. Austria, Prussia, Russia and France summoned the Congres 
in 1823 at St Petersburg. They wanted to intervene and restore thos 
colonies^ toV^Engfand and North America opposed their movc 
I ord Canning threatened these European countries that Englan 
would help the people of colonies if they tried to interfer 
in this matter. The President of America, Munroe, a\so «sued 
declaration known as ‘Munroe Doctrine’ in the history. He warnea in 
European Powers that America would not tolerate their interventio. 
in the internal affairs of any American country and, if they tried t 

intervene America would take the cause of the colonies and render a 
military help to them. In this way, England and America both c 
"Russia Prussia Austria and France from intervening in the Spams 
Colonies IS ^neHca Ferdinand VII alone could not suppress th 
revolt and the people of these colonies succeeded m gaining ind P 

dence and establishing democraUc form 8°^ e , r "^^ked - 
regarded it as his greatest personal achievement. He remark 

“/ have called a new world into existence to redress the balance j 

° Id ' Izar of Russia also left the Alliance and afte 

rt of Europe came to an end. 

nilure of the Concert of Europe-Th 

achieve its aims and objectives, 
for its failure :— 

Europe failed because the member countne 


Under this situation 
his death in 1825, the 

4. Causes of th 

•Concert of Europe fail 
ing causes were respo 

(1) The Concert o 
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were selfish. They always tried to gain their selfish ends and ignored the 
public interests. It has been rightly remarked— “Beneath the apparent 
harmony there were divergent interests and seriously different view-points' 
which rendered close co-operation and solid achievements well-nigh 
impossible” 

(2) There was no unity among its members. It was torn by mutual 
jealousy and deep-rooted hatred. The members were divided into 
different groups and lacked the spirit of co-operation. They could not 
work and pull on together. 

(3) The big powers differed on the principles of policy. England was 
deadly opposed to the principle of intervention in the internal affairs of 
other countries while all other powers supported this principle. England 
was in favour of liberal movements while Austria, Russia, Prussia and 
France were against nationalism and popular uprisings. 

(4) The Concert of Europe opposed the democratic tendencies and 
ignored public opinion. It supported the cause of autocratic rule and 
suppressed democracy and nationalism in any shape or form. It failed 
to understand that it is difficult to suppress public opinion for a long 
time. It worked according to its own policy and took decisions 
which ignored the public feelings. 

(5) It had no fixed ideals and policies. It lacked any fixed proce¬ 
dure of working. So it was difficult for the member-states to reach 
any conclusion on any matter. 

(6) Only a few big powers took part in it. The smaller states had 
no say in it. The big powers began to re-shape the destiny of European 
countries ignoring the small nations. Naturally, therefore, the small 
states and the people did not welcome its decisions. 

(7) The member states, especially, the Austrian Chancellor, Metternich , 
feared the revolutionary tendencies. Thus, instead of doing some con¬ 
structive work, they spent their time and energy in suppressing liberal 
movements and other concepts of the revolution. Hearnshaw has 
rightly remarked — 

“7/i brief the Concert of Europe , as it existed from the Congress of 
l icnna to the Congress of Verona , failed because it ignored and resisted 
the growing forces of democracy and nationality 

5. Its Usefulness.—Though the Concert of Europe failed in the 
end, yet it has its own importance and significance in the History of 
Europe. It was the first experiment in international government. The 
personal conference and mutual confidence between rulers was 
really excellent. It saved Europe from any major war and maintained 
peace from 1815 to 1848 and this promoted tradart and literature . It 

ea\e birth to internationalism. It taugbl^European countries to sit 
together to solve international problems JeacXulIy. It was the first step 
to establish international peace and friendly reflations between nations. 

^ p. V m t • — — of J&ague of Nations in 1920 

\v~ V iA h xxr F,rst Wor,d War and thc u - A 1945 after the 2nd 

'' or Id War. Vir 
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1. The Concert of Europe— After the Vienna Congress. England. Austria, 
Russia and Prussia tried to maintain peace and solve international problems 
through a Congress. This organisation is known as the Concert of Europe ; 
The establishment of Quadruple Alliance. 


2 Aims—(1) To recognise the Vienna Settlement. (2) To carry out the 2nd 

Treaty of Paris (3) To exclude the descendants of Napoleon from French 
throne. (4) To maintain peace in Europe. (5) To suppress revolutionary 

feelings. (6) To safeguard the rights of arbitrary rulers. (7) To intervene 
for peace. 

3 Era of Congresses—(1) The Congress of Aix La Chappie fn 1818. (2) The 

Congress of Troppau in 1820. (3) The Congress of Lai back in 1821. (4) 

The Congress of Verona in 1822. 

4. Causes of Failure—(1) Selnsh interests of the members. (2) Lack of 
unity. (g) Differences over principles of policy (4) Ignored nationalism 
and public opinion. (5) No fixed procedure of working. (6) Intiuence 
of Big Powers. (7) Fear of Revolutionary feelings. 

5. Usefulness—(l) Birth of Internationalism (2) Establishment of the League 
of Nations and U N.O. 


UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1 What do you understand by Holy Alliance ? Discuss its objec¬ 
tives and a 9 hievements. 

2 Castlereagh called the Ho«y Alliance “a piece of sublime mystic¬ 

ism and nonsense.” Discuss this in the light of subsequent 
developments. (D.U. 1966 ; Pb. B.A. 1960, 70) 

3. What do you understand by the Concert of Europe ? Analyse 
the working of the Concert of Europe from 1815 to 1830. 
Account for its failure. (Delhi B A. 1970) 

Write a short note on the Era of Congresses from 1818 to 1822. 

4 The Concert of Europe, a system of diplomacy by conference 
was one of the most interesting experiments of the 19th century. 

Discuss. 

6. How far was the Concert of Europe a right step towards the deve¬ 
lopment of internationalism in Europe ? 

7. Review critically the work of the European Concert from 1815 to 

1825. How far would you hold Matternich responsible for its 
failure ? (D.U. 1959, 63 ; Guru Nanak B.A., Sept 1973) 

8 Why is the period 1815-22 called an Era of Congresses ? What 
were the achievements and failings of these Congresses . ^ 


4. 

5. 


THE AGE OF METTERNICH* 


The revolutionary ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity enkind¬ 
led zest, fervour, spirit and imagination in the hearts of the people 
throughout Europe. They inspired the people who revolted against the 
arbitrary rule of despotic kings. Being inspired by the spirit of 
nationalism, they tried to launch movements to fight out tyranny sub¬ 
jugation and win back their lost freedom once again. 

On the contrary, there started a reactionary movement against the 
French Revolution and nationalism under the leadership of Austrian 
Chancellor, Matternich. He was a strong opponent of the Revolution 
and under his guidance and leadership this reactionary movement 
reached its climax. He left no stone unturned to establish pre-revolu- 
tiona y conditions on the Continent. He made efforts to save Austrian 
emp re from the influence of th; Revolution. He reigned supreme in 
Europ an politics from 1815 to 1848. In fact, he formulated the policy 
of the whole Continent during this period. That is why this period is 
known as the "Era of Metternich' in the History of Europe. To quote * 
him 

“My position has this peculiarity that all eyes , all expectations are 
directed to precisely that point where I happen to be." He asks the 
question, “Why among so many million men , must I be the one to think 
when others do not think , to act when others do not act, and to write 
because others know not how ?” 

Q. I. Give an account of the early life and political views 
of Metternich. 

Or 

What v/as the political and economic condition of Austria 
during the Metternich Era. (i.e. 1815-1848 A.D.) ? Also relate 
briefly the history of the Holy Ronrfan Empire during this Era. 

Ans. —Early Life of Matternich —Matternich was the most 
famous politician anu statesman of the 19th century. His full name was 
Count Clemons Matternich. His father occupied a high post under the 
Hoi) Rt man Empire. He held an estate in Western Germany on the ^ 
bank of river Rhine. Matternich was born in 1773 at the town of 
Coblenz in this estate. He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 

Ai inc outbreak of the Revolution, he was studying in the University 
of Stranssburg. Many clergymen and nobies fLd away from France 
during the Revolution. He was profoundly influenced by their heart¬ 
rending stories and tvrannies and atrocities inflicted upon them. So 
he became a dead enemy of the Revolution and the revolutionary 




he turned 
Throughout 


tendencies. When Napoleon seized their estate in Germi 
against him and began to hate him and the Revolution 
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enhanced his power and prestige. After that he worked as Austrian 
Ambassador in Berlin, Russia and Prussia. He came in contact with 
high dignitaries and renowned politicians and statesmen of Europe 
and acquired a lot of diplomatic experience within a short time. 

3. Political Views and Political Life— Metternich was a famous 
statesman and an influential and important figure of the 19th century?* 
He was reactionary and conservative and believed in maintaining ‘Status 
quo ’ i. e . to keep things as they were. He supported absolute monarchy 
and special privileges of the high order in the society. He wanted to 
preserve the “old order”. He opposed all liberal and revolutionary 
movements because their sole aim was to destroy the old order. He 
was hostile to nationalism and was a bitter enemy of the ‘Nation 
States’ as it would dismember the Austrian Empire which was compo¬ 
sed of many nations. He was totally opposed to the Revolution and 
the revolutionary concepts of liberty, equality and fraternity. He 
wanted to crush the influence of the Revolution and all the powers and 
means that gave birth to revolutionary spirit. He regarded the 
Revolution as a contagious disease and wanted to cure it lest it should 
prove suicidal to the old order. To quote him — 

“/f (Revolution) is the disease which must he cured. the volcano* 
which must be extinguished, the gangrene which must be burnt out with 
hot iron , the hydra with jaws open to swallow up the social order." 

He was a strong supporter of the pre-revolutionary social and h 
political conditions of Europe. He believed in the Theory of Divine 
Rights of the Kings and thought that the king was the representative 
of God on earth. He was the champion of the absolute monarchy and 
the arbitrary rule. He suppressed the liberal movements wherever they 
raised their heads because they resulted in bloodshed and untold 
miseries. He believed that democracy could change daylight into the 
darkest night. 

He was appointed the Chancellor of Austria in 1809. He wielded 
great influence in Austria from 1825 to 1848 and played an important 
role in the politic, of Europe. He was a genius and a crafty politician 
and a diplomat. He took active part in theVienna Congress. He became 
the member of Holy Alliance established by the Czar of Russia. After 
that he set up Quadruple Alliance with the co-operation of England, 
Russia and Prussia which came to be known as the 4 Concert of Europe .* 
The main aim behind it was to suppress revolutionary movements and 
to give a permanent shape to the Settlement of Vienna. He crushed 
the national movements in Spain, Naples, Piedmont, Portugal and 
Germany because he was a reactionary and strongly opposed the princi- £ 
pie of nationality. His vanity knew no bounds. He thought that the 
world rested on his shoulders and that he was born to establish strong 
and stable social and political order on the Continent. One writer 
has remarked — 

“He spoke of himself as being born to prop up the decaying structure *:• 
of the European Society. He felt the world is resting on his shouldersS* 
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He could not stand before the violent storm created by the 
Revolution of 1848. On I3th March, 1848, the revolutionaries surro¬ 
unded his palace in Vienna and raised the slogan : “ Down with Metter¬ 
nich." Seeing the tide of time turning against him, he secretly fled 
away to England. Duke of Wellington offered him shelter and he remai¬ 
ned there upto the end of his life. According to Hazen^ 

“/f was the most astounding piece of news Europe had received since 
Waterloo. His fail was correctly heralded as the fall of a system hitherto 
impregnable .** 

He died in 1856. He held a sway on the politics of Europe for a 
long time but he failed miserably in his aims and objectives and had 
to pass his last days in a foreign country. 

Political, Social and Economic Conditions of Austria 

during the Metternich Era 

1. Political Conditions —By 1825, Austrian Empire had grown 
quite vast. It was not a well-kit national state like France but was com¬ 
posed of heterogeneous nationalities who spoke different languages and 
had different political institutions and religions. In the east, lay the 
kingdoms of Hungary, Koshia and Transylvania. Their inhabitants 
belonged to Latin race and spoke the Latin language. Czechs 
lived in the kingdoms of Bohemia in the north. The Germans, 
Magyars, Slavs, Poles etc. lived in the kingdom of Lombardy- 
Venetia in south. The Italians dominated in northern Italy. 
It was very difficult to fuse various races into one nation 
and the only connecting link was the emperor. The emperor 
like Francis I and Ferdinand I and the Chancellor like Metternich 
maintained the 'Stutus quo' and preserved the old order because they 
were opposed to reforms. There was absolute monarchy in Austria. 
All the powers were vested in the emperor and his will was the law of 
the land and obedience to it was essential for the subjects. The people 
had no say in the administration of the country. The emperor ruled 
with the help of army and police. The spies had been stationed in every 
nook and corner of the empire to get information from all parts of 
the country. Metternich was a ruthless reactionary who curbed national¬ 
ism and democratic spirit forcibly. Many restrictions had been impos¬ 
ed on newspapers, books and dramatic clubs etc. In order to control 
the minds and ideas of the younger generation. Universities and other 
educational institutions were brought under the strict control of the 
government. The teachers and the students had to work under strict 
and insulting laws. Text books were censored lest they should impart 
liberal ideas. Students were not allowed to go to foreign countries for 
nigher education and the right to form unions was denied to them. The 
foreigners could not enter Austrian empire without the prior permission 
of the government. This was done to stop the infiltration 

of liberal ideas in Austria. All these measures resulted i/n 
che intellectual stagnation of the people for some time. In such;am 
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empire, the liberal and democratic movements might lead to .^ sr “P t10 ?' 

So government in Austria was conservative ard its mam aim was to 

maintain the empire through arbitrary and despotic rule. 

2 Social Conditions-The society in the Austrian empire was- 
divided into three classes—the nobles the clergymeni and theP, 
bl c. The nobles enjoyed special privileges and rights. Th y wer_ exem{5T 
from compulsory military services and taxes. Theywere appointed to 

high posts in the state. They held large estates. They had the nght to 
rellize feudal cesses. The nobles and the clerpmen led aJuxunous 
and prosperous life. The lower order consisted of peasants, Iabouers 
and craftsmen. They led a wretched life and their condition was 
miserable. The peasants lived like serfs. They groa> ed under hea y 
taxes and their standard of living v*as very low. 


3 Economic Conditions— Agriculture was the chief occupation 
of the people. The peasants out-numbered all other classes ofthe people.- 
Land-revenue was the chief source of national income. The peasants* 
and labourers had to work hard and bear the burden ot taxes 
Government did nothing to improve the economic and social conditions* 
of the masses and promote trade and industry. With the result: t ne 
masses suffered untold miseries and were deprived of all the facilities- 
of life. Thus we see the society in Anstria was based on inequality 
According to Hazen — 


“Absolutism in government , feudalism in society , special privilege* 

for the favoured few, oppression and misery for the masses-such was the 

condition of Austria in 1815.” 


History of Austria from 1815 to 1848 A.D. 

I. Austrian Empire —The empire of Austria was very vast. It 
consisted of Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, Poland, Lombardy and Vene 
etc. The Emperor of Austria was also the President of the .German 
Federation. The Empire was composed of heterogeneous nat “>_ na 
like the Germans, Magyars, Czechs, Slavs, Serbs, Poles and Ita la 
who spoke different languages and have different religions. Its pop j 
ation was about 2,30,00,000. This large empire was just like a 
museum. 

t. Administrative Policy -The Emperor of Austria, Francis I 
and his Chancellor, Metternich, knew fully well that a liberal govern 
ment would lead to the disruption of such a vait empire, bo tney 
followed a conservative and reactionary policy. There was an a < 

monarchy in Austria. Both the emperor and the chanceMor were 
ememy of nationalism and liberalism. The emperor establish 
iron rule and carried on government with the help of multary 
police and spies. The government fully controlled all the educations 
institutions. The government was conservative and opposed to ec 
mic and social reforms. Its main aim was to maintain arbitrary rule u* 

the country. 
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3. Establishment of Holy Alliance and Quadruple Alliance — 

After the Vienna Congress, Metternich became one of the famous 
politicians and statesmen of Europe. After supressing national and 
revolutionary movements in Austria, he began to propagate his ideals 
in Europe also. He joined the Holy Alliance founded by the Czar of 
Russia and later on he established Quadruple Alliance with the co¬ 
operation of England, Russia and Prussia to crush liberal movements 
* in European countries. 

4. The Revolution of 1830— A revolution broke out again in 
France in 1830 and the revolutionaries succeeded in establishing 
a constitutional government 
there. It profoundly affected 
various parts of Austria and 
gave rise to revolutionary 
movements there. Tne move¬ 
ment took a violent turn in 
Hungary. Metternich tried 
to crush it forcibly. The 
revolutionaries preached the 
ideals of liberty, nationalism 
and democracy through secret 
committees. Francis Dcak 
and Kossuth assumed the 

leadership of the liberals in 
Hungary. Being inspired by 
the people of Hungary, the 
Czechs of Bohemia and Slavs 
of Croatia became eager for 
their freedom. In 1834, 

NVesselenyi, a member of the 
State Assembly of Transylvania 
tabled a resolution de nanding 
the merger of this province with 
Hungary. The emperor was 

infuriated. He rejected this resolution, dissolved the State Assembly 
and banished Wesselenyi. 

5. Effects of the Revolution of 1848 - After the February 
Revolution ot 1848, the 2nd French Republic was established in France. 
It deeply affected Austria. The then emperor of Austria, Ferdinand I, 
was a reactionary. The Italians of Lombardy and Venetia started 
movements to regain their freedom. Tne Czechs o\ Bohemia became 
more violent. A fierce movement was launched in Hungary under the 
leadership of Deak and Kossuth The liberals demanded the abolition 
of unjust taxes, imposition of taxes on the privileged class, control of 
the National Assembly over the finances of the State, freedom of press, 
speech and assembly, and the abolition of severe punishments etc. 
In his famous speech on March 3, 184S, Kossuth demanded not only 
responsible government but also the fraternization of the Austr i:\n 
peoples under the leadership of Hungarj. This speech had great 



Kossuth, a H ing irian L?adcr 
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effect not only in Hunagry but all over Aust * ia - There was dwon- 
stration in Vienna. The people marched towards the place of Metter 
nich shouting the slogan, “Down with Metternlch'' and Aey storaied 
his palace. Seeing the gravity of the situation and theof 

system, he stole away to England and took refuge with the Duke of 

Wellington who vas his fast friend. He died in En 8 la ^ a J“ ^ 56 ‘ 
His death gave the final blow to his system also. To quote Haren 


“Metternich, who for 39 years had stood at the head °fAustnati 
states, who was the very scarce and fort of reaction , imperturbabble, 
pitiless r masterful , was now forced to resign , to flee in disguise Jrom 
Austria to England , to witness his whole system to crash completely 
beneath the onslaught of the very forces which he had for generations 

shown contempt.” 

The emperor of Austria, Ferdinand I, also ran away for the safety 
of his life. A Convention was summoned to formulate constitution 
for the country. According to the decisions of the Convention, he 
emperor was called back and he took the reins of administration in 1 
hands. On his return, the movement became stiil more violent, 
the emperor was again forced to leave the country. But before leaving 
Austria he ordered the army to crush this liberal movement forcibly. 
According to the order of the emperor, the army suppressed the revo¬ 
lutionaries ruthlessly. It facilitated the return of the emperor. He 
came back and established Tiis arbitrary rule again. Both these 
revolutions, however, shook the very foundation of his administration. 



POINTS TO REMEMBER 





Carly Life of Mettemich—(1) Bora in 1773 in the of Coblenz m 

jermany. (2) Opposed the revolutionary terdencies from the very beginning. 

Marriage— Married the grand- daughter of the Austrian Chancellor in 1795 ; 
it increased his power and prestige ; served as ambassador m many 
countries and became a crafty diplomat. 


Political Ideals and Life-(l) Reactionary and conservative. (2) Bitter 
enemy of the revolutionary ideals, nationalism and liberalism* (3) Held sway 
over politics of Europe from 1815 to 1848, (4) Crushed liberal movements 

in Spain. Portugal and Naples etc. 5. The Revolution of 1848 and 
his tall, 6. Fled away to England and died there in 1856. 


Political. Social and Economic Conditions of Austria, 1815 48 




O) 

(4) 


Political Condition —Vast Empire ; A country of heterogeneous nationalities 
Ikivuv-; oitferent languages ; Absolute and arbitrary rule ; Iron Rule, 
S\stem of e s ; onage ; Rigid control over educational institutions. 


Social Condition -(I) Society consisted of three classes—nobles, clergy¬ 
man and U.wer order. (2) Nobles and clergymen enjoyed special 
piivileges and ltd luxurious life. ^3) The life of the lower was very 


iso rable. _ 

conomic Condition- ( 1) Agriculture was the main occupation- (-) 
.•a-^ants were overburdened with taxes and led wretched lile. 

iistorv of Austria from 1815 to 1848-(i) Austrian Empire (U)The 
dmmistrative Policy, (iii) Establishment of Holy Alliance and Quadruple 
lliam-e . (iv) The Revolution of 1830 and its effect on Austaia. 
Effects of the Revolution of 1848. 
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Work and Policy of Metternich 

Q. 2. Give an account of the Home and Foreign Policy 
of Metternich. 


Or 

Wbat do you understand by the Era of Metternich ? Give 
a brief account of the policy and work of Metternich. 

Or 

What were the causes of the failure of Metternich policy or 
the Metternich System ? 

Or 

Describe briefly the chief events of the Era of Metternich 
from 1815 to 1848. (D.U. 1968) 

Or 

“Metternich has been described as the high-priest of con¬ 
servatism and the apostle of the forces of darkness. 

Do you agree with this estimate of the great statesman ? 
■Give reasons for your views. (P. U. 1965) 

Ans—I The Metternich Era —Metternich worked as the Chancellor 
•of Austria from 1809 to 1848. He was a genius and had an extra-ordi¬ 
nary intellectual ability. He was a crafty diplomat and statesman. He 
played significant role in the defeat of Napoleon. This enhanced his 
power and glory in Europe .\ He acted as the President of the Vienna 
Congress and took active part in the Concert of Europe., He held sway 
not only in Austria but also in the politics of Europe from 1815 to 1848. 
He spoke of himself as being the person to prop up the decaying 
structure of the European society. He felt that the world was resting 
on his shoulders. To quote him— 

“All eyes , all expectations are directed to precisely that point, where 
I happen to be 

His influence was not confined to Austria alone. His hold on the 
political stage of Europe was so great that the period from 1815 to 
1848 is known ^j^The Metternich Era’ in the History of Europe. 

2. The Metternich System —Metternich was the bitter enemy 
of the revolutionary tendencies and the revolutionaries from the very 
beginning. ^ He regarded the revolution as a contagious disease which 
must be cured. He was a reactionary who was opposed to nationalism 
and had no faith in the principles of liberty and equality. He was 
very hostile to democracy. He used to say, “Democracy could only chan¬ 
ge day light into darkest night." He was a staunch opponent of the Par¬ 
liament and all other democratic institutions. In his opinion a, democra- 
ctic government was no government and France and England had no 
.governments at all. He was conservative who believed in maintaining 
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status-quo or to keep the things as they were. He was a strong champioo 
of ore-revolutionary conditions in Europe. He respected established 
institutions because they were established. He was in favour of 
absolute arbitrary and reactionary government and supported the 
theory of the Divine Right of Kings. In the words of Hayes , 

"He believed in absolute monarchy and considered himself God r 
lieutenant in supporting it." 

Economically, Austria was a backward state. It was a museum of 
heterogeneous nationalities having different languages, rel.gions and 
cultures. It provided a rich soil for the seeds of the revolutionary ideas 
and tendencies. In order to save the country 

dismemberment, he followed a conservative and reactionary policy 
vHe wanted to maintain older order and status-quo to crush the 

revolutionary spirit, nationalism and liberalism. He or e a "‘^ d P°' lce 
force and spy-system to safeguard the country from liberal movements^ 
To suppress the pu. lie opinion, he imposed various restrictions on the 

freedom of press, speeches and assembly ; clubs, theatres, ^“cational 

institutions, news-papers, books etc. x were t> rol iS^ u nder *he strict 
control of the government. Persons suspected of liberal a» 
lutionary feelings were imprisoned without trial. Frontiers were well- 
guarded and foreign travel was banned to check the infiltration of 
liberal ideas in Austria. This conservative and reactionary policy 
adopted by Metternich is ordinarily known as the ‘ Mettermch system. 

Hazen has rightly remarked — 

“His system , at war with human nature , at war with modern spirit T 
rested upon a meddlesome police , upon elaborate espionage , upon a vigi¬ 
lant censorship of ideas. 


3 Home Pol icyof Metternich — Metternich followed a reaction¬ 
ary policy to suppress liberal and national movements, to check tho 
break-up of the empire. His Policy was a negative policy. His home 
policy was based on the prevention because he believed in old regime 
aDd in keeping the things as they were. To quote him 

“ Keep things just as they are , all innovation is madness ; 4 Govern and 
change nothing ’ was the key-note of his internal administration. 
About his home policy he once remarked — 

"We follow a system of prevention in~- order that we may not be 
compelled to follow one of repression .** 


His policy was confined to the maintenance of public peace. He 
based his internal policy on the above mentioned principles and adopted 
the following measure to check and crush the liberal movements. 

(1) He recognised army and police force to crush nationalism and- 
revolutionary ideas.^ To keep people under control, he enhanced tn 
powers of the police.» He maintained his authority with the help o 

the army and the police. 
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an elaborate system of epionage and posted 
spies in every nook and corner of the empire to keep an eye on the 
activities of the liberals and tne nationalists. 

(3) He rejected the liberal demands of the people and put the 
patriots and leaders of the liberal movements behind the bars. 

(4) Universities , schools , colleges and other educatioqal institutions 
were brought under the control of the government because they spread 
liberal ideas. , The teachers and the students worked under humiliating 
regulations. 'Spies attended lectures and kept a strict watch on the 
activities of students and professors. Students’ unions and political 
meetings of the students were strictly banned. They could not go 
abroad for higher education. ^Text books were selected by a Board of 
Control. It selected only those books which might not encourage 
liberal ideas, j A complete list of the books, that each professor took 
out of the university was maintained. 1 

In fact liberalism in education was ruthlessly crushed. 

(5) The freedom of the people was also restricted to a great extent. 
Many restrictions had been imposed on press, newspapers, political 
meetings, demonstrations, and speeches etc. Metternich had erected 
an iron wall all-round Austria and foreign travel was banned. 

(6) He erected check-posts on the frontiers of Austria and 
appointed inspectors on these check-posts to check the infiltration of 
national and liberal ideas into the country. To quote Hayes— 


“To combat the danger of infiltration of revolutionary ideas from 
abroad, he erected a wall of tariffs and censors around the Hapsburg 
lands .” 

(1) Metternich was in favour of an absolute and despotic rule 
to keep various nationalities together and to check the disrupted tenden¬ 
cies. N The Emperor of Austria was an arbitrary ruler and his will was 
the law of the land. The people had no hand in the administration of 
the country^ There was no parliament or any other representative 
assembly to safeguard the rights and freedom of the people. 

(8) The empire of Austria was composed of many nationalities 
who had different languages, religions nnd cultures. Metternich used 
to appoint the officials of one territory to another territory so that they 
might administer them strictly, create rift among them and crush natio¬ 
nalism. 

1, According to Karl Marx , "AIT around frontier wherever the Austrian 
state touched upon the civilized country, a cordon of literary censors was estab¬ 
lished in connection with the cordon of custom house officials, preventing any 
foreign book cr newspaper from passing into Austria before its contents had been 
twice or three times thoroughly studied and found pure of even the slightest 
conta m i n ation of the malignant spirit of the age.” 
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(9) Metternich encouraged feudalism . The nobles and the cler¬ 
gymen enjoyed special privileges and led a happy, prosperous and 
luxurious life. On the other hand, the condition of the peasant was 
very miserable. Metternich rejected all their demands for the improve¬ 
ment of their social and economic conditions. 


(10) Metternich joined the Holy Alliance and the Quadruple 
Alliance to keep the country away from wars and save her from revo¬ 
lutionary ideas. 


4. Foreign Policy of Metternich— Metternich played an 
important part m bringing about the fall of Napoleon and the regenera¬ 
tion of Europe afterwards. He occupied an important place in the 
politics of Europe. In the Vienna Congress, the statesmen of Europe 
thought it a privilege to carry out his wishes. He took a leading part in 
the establishment of the Concert of Europe in order to give a permanent 
shape to the decisions of the Vienna Congress and to crush revolutionary 
tendencies in Europe. To suppress revolutionary ideas, liberal parries 
and national movements, were the underlying principles of his foreign 
policy. To achieve his objectives he undertook a policy of interference 
in the internal affairs of other countries. 


(1) Metternich and Germany— Instead of establishing a unified 
independent state of Germany, the Vienna Congress set-up a loose 
confederation of 39 states of Germany. It had a Federal Diet. Its 
members were not elected by the people but were nominated by the 
rulers of the States. The emperor of Austria was its Chairman. The 
procedure for the working of the Diet was very complicated. It had no 
control over the army and the treasury. The component states enjoyed 
a large measure of autonomy in internal matters. According to Hazen 


“The confederation was a union of princes , not of people" 


Napleonic wars in Germany had awakened the spirit of freedom 
and nationalism there. The people over there desired a strong and centra 
lized government in the country. The settlement of the Vienna Congres 
created disappointment among the patriots and liberal leaders of 
Germany. They launched a movement demanding political reforms. 
They wanted a separate constitution and parliament for each state. 
They were in favour of establishing constitutional from of government 
and abolition of the arbitray and absolute rule. Metternich was the 
avowed enemy of liberal political institutions. He crushed the revolu¬ 
tionary movements, wherever they raised their heads. The selfish rulers 
of various states helped him to achieve his objects. The failure of the 
national and liberal movements created discontentment among the 
liberals. 

(Under these circumstances, the Liberals tried to establish consti- 
tional government through secret committees of teachers and students. 
The students of various educational institutions organized a fair at 
Wart burg. They murdered a journalist named Kotzebue suspecting 



thb age of metternich 


221’ 


him to be a Russian spy This action of the Liberals infuriated Metter¬ 
nich. He summoned a Congress of European rulers at Carlsbad to 
suppress this movement. This Congress passed many decrees which 
are known as‘Carlsbad Decrees-nThrough these decrees 
the organization of revolutionary ‘committees. A commission was 
appointed to trace out conspiracies and to suppress them. Restric- 

nrJlt WCre ira P? sed on th f freedom of speech and assembly^ Strict 
press censor-ship was enforced. Spies were posted at every university 
to watch the activities of the professors and the students. Professors 
suspected of having liberal ideas were removed and debarred from 
seeking Employment elsewhere. (^Student-unions were ^declared 
illegal All these measures gave a severe blow to liberalism*^In this 
way, Metternich and his system succeeded in Germany and he was 
successful in bringing Germany under his domination.^ To quote 


'[The Carlsbad Decrees represent an important turning point in 
the history of central Europe. They signalized the dominance f Metter- 
nic£ in Get many as well as in Austria ’* 

&eing inspired by the French Revolution of 1830, the patriots 
ot Germany again started the national movement but their efforts for 
the establishment of a unified government were suppressed by Metternich 
and he restored absolutism in all states, The February Revolution of the 
1848 deeply influenced German States. They launched a movement for 
the unification of Germany/^A conference was summoned at Frankfurt 
It was decided that a new constitution should be framed and Frederick 
William IV should be declared the emperor of the unified states of 
Germany. Metternich became indignant and according to the Con¬ 
vention of Olmutz, Metternich forced Frederick to reject the 
decisions of the Frankfurt Conference and thwarted the plans of the 
liberals. Thus, during the period of his ascendency, he did not allow the 
liberal movements to raise their head in Germany and thus kept 
Germany under his domination. 


According to Hayes— "Metternich's hold on Germany was com¬ 
plete ”. ^ 

(2) Metternich and //a/y-^After the dissolution of the Holy Roman 
Empire, Italy was dismembered into small states. Napoleon unified 
all these small states and established his domination over them. He 
crushed old traditions, reformed laws and promoted industry. By 
enforcing Code Napoleon and abolishing social inequality and special 
privileges he tried to set-up a new social order based on equalityyThe 
French domination over Italy resulted in propagating revolu¬ 
tionary ideals and engendering a spirit of nationalism among the 
Italians. 

C/The Vienna Settlement of 1815 however, led to the restoration of 
small states and arbitrary rule of old royal dynasties. The influence of 
Austria increased in northern and central Italy on account of the 
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decisions of the Vienna Congress. Italy 

?kirT. r The "it a I i ians*' su ffe red untold^miseries underabsoluWand arbitrary 
in ^revTu 6 at *XgVi 

bfaoles became very violent in 1820The king was forced to enforce 
democratic constitution of 1812. This revolt inspired the people of 
Piedmont also and they also rebelled against the arbitrary rule. 
Under° these ciruinstances, the Congress of Laiback was summoned 
in 1821^ This Congress authorised Metternich to interferon the in 

ternal affairs of Italy. (Metternich crushed the * evolui ! onar f y 
ments in Naples and' w Piedmont ruthlessly. Thousands of liberal 

and patriots were put to death and many of them were imprisoned^ 
Many patriots ’saved their lives by taking.refuge in other; countries. 
In this way, he suppressed the demand for liberal constitution, abol 
shed new constitution and restored absolute government there. 
Metternich was very proud of his personal victory^) He remarked 


“/ see the dawn of a better day . Heaven seems to will it that the 
world shall not be lost .** 

(Now the liberals and the patriots of Italy began to preach 
liberal and revolutionary ideals through secret committees. The 
Revolution of 1830 had profound effect on Italy. Revolutions broke out 
in Romagna, Modena, Piedmont and Tuscany and the revolutionaries 
launched fierce movements there. The rulers of these states fled 
away to save their lives'. Again, Metternich came to the help of 
these despotic rulers. He suppressed these movements and brought 
Italy under his sway.^In the words of Hayes — 

“ Italy 9 like Germany , appeared to be bound , hand and foot to the 
triumphant reactionary Chariot of Austria. 


Similar situation was created by the Revolution of 1848. The 
fire of revolution kept on smouldering and a few years after the death 
of Metternich Italy succeeded in freeing herself from the bondage 
of Austria. Patriots like Mazzini, Garibaldi and Cavour then com¬ 
pleted the work of the unification of Italy. 

(3) Metternich and Spain- Being inspired by the ideals of the 
French Revolution, the Legislative Assembly of Spain enforced a 
liberal constitution there in 1812. Ferdinand VII was restored in 
1715. He dissolved the liberal constitution. The liberals in Spain 
launched a severe movement against this action of the king and 
demanded the restoration of liberal constitution. Ferdinand sought 
help from France, Austria and Russia. In 1822, the Congress of 
Verona authorized France to interfere in this matter. The French forces 
crushed the liberal movement. After Ferdinand’s death, there started 
a civil war between his daughter Isabella and her uncle Don Carlos for 
>the throne of Spain. Don Carlos wanted to overthrow Isabella and 
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establish despotic rule in Spain. He was helped by Metternich But he 

failed in his designs and the Liberals succeeded in setting up a liberal 

government under the leadership of Isabella. g P aI 

(4) Metteinich and Russia —The Czar of Russia r 

had liberal views in the beginning. In 1815 his bodyguards hatched a 
conspiracy to spread the revolutionary ideals. In 1819 the students of 
•Germany killed a journalist named Kotzebue in the festival of Wartbure 
as they suspected him a Russian Spy. Duke de Berry was murdered 
in France in 1820. These events brought about a great change in the 
ideas of Czar and he became an avowed enemy of revolutionary 
principles and tendencies. Tnen he became a conservative and S 
tionary and a follower of Metternich. In 1820. he supported the views 
of Metternich in the Congress of Troppau in the following words- 


“So we are at one . Prince, and it is to you that we owe it You 
have correctly judged the state of affairs I deplore the waste of time 
which we must try to repair I am here without any fixed ideas 
without any plan , but / bring you a firm and unalterable resolution 
It is for you Emperor to use it as you will. Tell m? whit you desire 
.and what you wish me to do and I will do it." 


The Greeks revolted against the Sultan of Turkey. Tne Czar 
of Russia wanted to help the Greeks but he could not do so because 
he was completely under the influence of Merternich. As a result 
of this the Sultan succeeded in crushing this revolt. 


(5) Metternich and France — Napoleon s ambition resulted in 
incessant wars in Europe for 25 years. Even after the fall of Napoleon 
Metternich feared that the revolutionaries might not disturb the peace of 
Europe once again. He created powerful countries like Belgium. Holland 
Switzerland and Sweden etc, on the frontiers of France to check her 
aggressive attitudes and designs. Heavy war indemnity was impos *d 
on France. France paid up war indemnity by 1818. So, the army 
of occupation was removed from France and she was enrolled as the 
member of the Quadruple Alliance which was now transformed into 
Quintuple Alliance. After that Metternich remained busy in sup¬ 
pressing the revolutionary movements and saving the European 
countries from the influence of the French Revolutions of 1830 
and 1848. 


(6) Metternich and England-ln the beginning, Metternich had 
friendly relations with England. Both joined hands to defeat Napoleon 
and co-operated with each other in the Congress of Vienna to complete 
the work of regeneration of Europe after the fall of Napoleon Bat 
after the Congress, there arose rift and differences between the two. In 

the Congress of Troppau, Metternich was in favour of granting Fran ce 
the right of interfering in the internal affairs of Spain in order to- sup¬ 
press revolutionary movements there but England opposed the policy of 
interference tooth and nail. In the saipe way, when there was a revolt 
in the Spanish Colonies in America, England checked Spain from 
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meddling with the affairs of those colonies with the co-operation of the 
American President Munroe. These events created bad blood between 
Austria and England and consequently they were separated from each- 
other. This led to the end of the Concert of Europe in 1825. 

Regarding the policy of Austria, Metlernich once remarked — 

“As for policy , Austria has none . our policy is exclusively 

confined to the maintenance of treaties and of public repose.*' 

5. Causes of Metternich’s Failure —Metternich reigned supreme 
on the political stage of Europe from 1815 to 1848. However, in the 
end he failed miserably and had to leave his country and take refuge in 
England where he died in 1856. Many causes led to his failure : — 

(1) Policy of Conservatism —Metternich was hostile to revolu¬ 
tions and revolutionary concepts from the very beginning of his career. 

So he adopted a conservative and reactionary policy. But the French 
Revolution had strengthened nationalism and liberalism so much so 
that his reactionary policy could not stand against them and this thing 
brought about his fall. 

(2) Nationalism —The Revolution inspired the people of Austria 
and many countries under his domination with the spirit of nationalism*^ 
They started liberal movements for the eradication of absolute and 
arbitrary rule and for the establishment of constitutional government. 

n Metternich rejected their demands for reforms which were quite 
just according to the spirit of time.. He could not face this movement 
and had to abdicate his post and leave his country. 

(3) Liberaiism— The middle class in Austria i.e. teachers, students,, 
labourers and craftsmen etc. was profoundly influenced by liberalism 
and socialism. They set-up Secret Committees to oppose arbitrary 
rule and social inequalities. Metternich tried to suppress them but the 
liberal movement gained momentum and he became helpless. 

(4) Policy of Interference —In order to check the liberal movements 
and revolutionary ideals on the Continent, Metternich followed the 
policy of interference in the internal affairs of other states. They resen¬ 
ted such a policy and turned hostile to him. 

(5) Industrial Revolution —The Industrial Revolution brought 
about a great change in the political, social and economic life of the 
people of Europe. Metternich could not adapt himself to changing 
circumstances because he believed in the policy of maintaining 4 old 
order and * status-que.' To quote him — 

“Keep things as they are , all innovation is madness ’*. 

(6) The Revolution of 1848—Metternich could repress the revolu¬ 
tionaries but he could not crush the revolutionary spirit and ideas of 
liberty, equality and fraternity which triumphed over his conversatism 
in 1848. The French Revolution of 1848 influenced Austria deeply. 
Deak and Kossuth infused revolutionary spirit among the people of 
Austria-Hungary and instigated them by their violent and fiery 
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speeches. They stormed the palace of Metternirh 

slogan “ Down with Metternich*' ing the faTre nf h r 

stole away to England. To quote Alison Philips^ h p0,icy - 

"For a tiredand timid generation, he was a necessary man and it 

was his misfonume that he survived his usefulness and failed rnrecZmtil 

that : while he himself was growing old and fedde. he world was 
renewing its youth. * was 

■ r ^ Estimat «° f M*tt*rnlch-Metternich was a well-to-do and a 

civilized person. He had many qualities of the head and heart A 

f f n r-, h o e ,K WaSa / amOU ^ 0l,,IC ' an - s,atesman and a crafty diplomat 
of the 19th century. He commanded great power, prestige and 

influence in Europe^ The period from 1815 to 1848 is known as the 
Mettermch Era in the history of Europe. To quote Hazen— 

“ He was the most famous statesman Austria produced in the 19 /A 

century . iytn 


He moulded the destiny not only of Austria but also of Eurone 
for a long period. He played a significant role in the defeat ot 
Napoleon and in the re-construction of Europe in the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815. He used to say—“ People look for me as Messiah ** 

To quote Metternich-*^//^ a // expectations are directed to 

precisely that point where l happen to lie.** 


Mettemich was very proud and his vanity knew no bounds He 
was conspicuous of his personal importance. He spoke of himself 
as being born to prop up the decaying structure of European society 
To quote him —"He never strayed from the path of eternal law and 
that his mind had never entertained error'* 


Lipson has expressed his opinion about Metternich in the follow¬ 
ing words ‘ Mettemich was essentially an opportunist , a master in the 
art of diplomatic intrigue , but he built his calculations upon shifting 
hands.'* s 


Once Napoleon remarked about him— 

“He mistook intrigue for statesmanship.** 

According to Hazen— 

“He was an intriguer ; as opportunist, as pobshed dust.** 

Metternich was an apostle of conservatism and reaction. From 
the very beginning, he hated the Revolution, the revolutionary feelings 
and the revolutionaries. He was a staunch antagonist of liberalism, 
nationalism and Socialism. He wanted to repress the principles of 
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity as he considered them the destroyers 
of peace. He was a great champion of the absolute rule and a strong 
^opponent of democracy and liberal institutions. He had faith in the 
'‘‘poncy of states quto* and wanted to maintain ‘old order * He was an 
avowed enemy of national movements and the spirit of democracy. 

According to Metternich, democracy 'changes day light into the 
darkest night. But, his conservative and reactionary policy failed 
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miserably in the end. He himself has sumtaed up his policy in the 
following worc($— 

“Public opinion is absolutely diseased. At Vienna as at Paris, 
Berlin and London, in the whole of Germany and Italy as well as in 
Russia and America, our triumphs are rated as so many ^ crimes, our 

conquest as so many errors and projects as so many follies. ^ 

In spite of his best efforts, he failed to maintain old regime and 
he himself admitted that he was struggling for the past and felt himself 
old in the face of youthful age. He used to say 

“I have come into the world either too early or too late. Earlier , 

I should fiave enjoyed the age. later I should have helped to reconstruct 
it. Today I have to give my life to propping up mouldering institutions 

In spite of this all, it cannot be denied that his policy was in the 
best interests of Austria and quite appropriate to the situation of the 
■country. His services towards Austria cannot be ignored. He served 
his country at a very critical period of her history. He preserved the 
Austrian Empire and saved it from disruption and dismemberment. He 
maintained equilibrium in the empire. By his policy he succeeded in 
maintaining peace on the Continent and in saving it from bloody 
wars. 1 He gave new vigour and certain direction to the policy of 
Austria and felt proud of calling himself the ‘Conqueror of Napoleon.’ 
To quote Alison Philips — 

“It was he who had given to Austrian policy the vigour and certaire¬ 
direction which enabled him afterwards to boast himself the conqueror 
of Napoleon 

According to Henry A Kissinger, Metternich guided the destiny 
of Austria in its year of crisis. To quote him — 

“It was Austria's destiny that in its years of crisis it was guided 
by a man who epitomised its very essence ; it was its destiny and not its 
good fortune, for as in Greek tragedy, the success of Clemen Von 
Metternich made inevitable the ultimate collapse of the state he had 
fought so long to preserve." 

Prof. Fisher has summed up liis estimate in the following words— 

“The Metternich system secured for the Austrian statesman the 
pladuits of a generation which had recent knowledge of the tribulations 
of war. Meturnick had many, attributes of a good political leader , a 

brilliant and engaging presence , a coo* head , a vast comprehension of 

__ __ # _ _ _ — 

1. Hardenbtrg, the envoy of Hanover at Vienna siid, “Endowed with a 
high opinion of superiority of his ability...he loves fineness in politics and considers^ 
it essential. Since he does not have sufficient energy to mobilize the sources db 

bis country.he attempts to substitute cunning for strength and character .. I* 

would suit h'm >cSt if a fortunate accident —the death of Napoleon or great 
successors of Russia -'a . re to create a situation where he could let Austria play 
-an important role.’’ 1 
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fairs, a firm and patriotic will. His prestige as a liberator of his 
•untry and as the principal artificer of the new Europe was immense 
e confidence reposed in him throughout the German speaking world 
most unbounded In the counsels of the autocrats , he won the direct - 
g mind so that the period between IS 15 to 1848 was not unjustly been 
lied the age of Metternich. Yet this accomplished aristocrat ; whose 
ortiis were so loose , whose principles were so strict, and whose influence 
is so wide , laboured under one of the greatest intellectual disabilities 
hich can vitiate the judgement of a statesman. He stw no mean 
•tween revolution and autocracy , and since revolution was odious. he 
jt himself to repress that which is the soul of human life in society 
e very spirit of liberty." 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. The Metternich Era—The period from 1815 to 1848 i n the history of 
Europe is known as the Metternich Era because he dominated the political s'taee 
in Europe during this period. 5 6 


2 The Metternich System—He followed a conservative and reactionary 
policy to crush revolutionary tendencies, liberalism, nationalism and the 
concepts of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 

3. Home Policy of Metternich—He followed leactionary policy. (n 
Suppression of Liberal movements with the help of army and police. (2) Net 
work of spies in the country, (3) Imprisoned liberal leaders. ( 4 )" Strict 
-Govt, control on tnc educational institutions (5) Restrictions on the freedom 
of: ajxe people. (6) Cneck the posts on frontiers. (7) Favoured arbitrary rule 
$5) Encouragement to feudalism. (9) Holy Alliance and Quadruple Alliance. 

* 4. Foreign Policy of Metternich—To suppress revolutionary spirit and 

oationalism was the main aim of his policy. 

(1) Metternich and Germany. (2) Metternich and Italy, (g) Metter- 
aich and Spain. (4) Metternich and Russia. (5) Metternich and France 
'6) Metternich and England. 

5. Causes of his Failure—(1) Reactionary policy. (2) Opposed to 
Nationalism. (3) Hostility towards liberalism. (4) Policy of interference. 
' 5 ) Industrial Revolution. (6) Effects of the Revolution of 1848. 


6 Estimate of Metternich—(1) Views of different writers about Metter- 
ich. (2) His service to his country. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

f 1. What was the political, social and economic condition of 
Austria in 1815 ? 


2. Give an account of the life and career of Prince Metternich. 

3. What do you understand by the Metternich System ? How 
would you account for the ultimate failure of this system ? 

t 4 “The period from 1815 to 1848 in the history of Europe is 
called the Metternich Age.” Discuss. 


5. ‘Metternich has been described as the police man of 
Europe.” Discuss. 

6. Briefly describe the home and foreign policy of Metternich. 
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“The name of Mettemich has become synonym for re’ 
action and conservatism.** Explain the significance of thn 
statement and estimate Metternich’s influence on content 

porary affairs. (P .u. ,949 


“Metternich has been described as the high-priest of 
servatism and an apostle of the forces of darkness.” Do you 
agree with this estimate of the great statesman ? Give 
reasons for your views. (A.U. 1951) 

“Metternich was a great reactionary and avowed enemy of 
democracy.” Examine this statement keeping in view his 
domestic and foreign policy. (A.U. 1961) 

Give your estimate of Metternich’s European policy from 
1815 to 1848. (D.U. 1956) 

Examine the foreign policy of Metternich. How far did he 
succeed in achieving his objective ? (D.U. 1956) 

What did Metternich stand for in Europe ? W'hat were the 
causes of the break-down of his system ? (D.U. 1961) 

Discuss the policy and programme of Metternich. 

(D.U. 1963) 

Why is the period 1815 to 48 called the age ot Metternich ^ 
European History ? (D.U. 1964, 66^67) 

Discuss the reactionary policy of Metternich in Austria, Ger¬ 
many and Italy. (Pb. B.A. 1970) 

State the main principles of Metternich’s policy. Is it correct 
to say that he was the ‘reactionary genius’ of Europe ? 

(Pb. Med. 197C j 

Discuss the main features of the Metternich system. Do yol 
agree with the view that ‘for a tired and timid generatioit \ 
Metternich was the necessary man’ ? f i 

(Delhi M.A. 197U I 

Metternich has been described as the high priest of consei) 
vatism and the apostle of the forces of darkness. ‘Commen’. ^ | 

(Pb. B.A. 6/^ 

What were Metternich’s political objectives at home and abroad 
and how far do you think he was successful in fulfilling those 
objectives ? 






Louis XVIII 
Charles X 
Louis Philippe 

The Second Republic of France 
The Second French Empire 


FRANCE FROM 1825 TO 1870 A. D; 


1815 to 1824 A.D 
1824 to 1830 A.D 
1830 to 1848 A.D 
1848 to 1852 A.D 
1852 to 1870 A.D 


Napoleon ... defc-ed. 

of a pa a ris e LouisXvTA was installed on the throne of France He was 

,hnr rtf T r»nis XVI At the time of his accession, he was 60 
the bro her of Uu« XVL ftom 18l5 to 182 4. His accession 

Stored the Burborn dynasty in France. Charges 

c£j. X .e«..ined .be e = , of 

x h id to ab f dl “ d , ke re f uge in England. However, the people 

Revolution of 1830 and taKereiug » Qn the of France. 

ofFrancedepose i dp establishment of Second,Republic 

Tn'mnci but Napoleon Third laid the foundation of the Second 
French Empire in 1852. 

Reign of Louis XVIII, 1815-1824 

q. |. Give an account of the Reign of Louis XVIII. 

t ou ; s XVIII was hostile to democracy and the new social 
Ans. —Louis av French Revolution. He was a staunch 

order as was establis However he was fully aware of the fact that it 

champion of' dlespotim b ^ ute rule of the Bourbon dynasty and 

was impossible to supp'ant the absomte tendencies. So, he 

■rpS ,5 .£»K C Sb iJmZZX' f PO,;c, of reconcilialion ,.d 
compromise. There wcie many reasons for it . 

( 1 ) He did not like to go on his travels again by fully denounc- 
ine the revolutionary feelings. 

8 m He was influenced by the teachings of the French Philus- 
„„ h „, Sd “«gh ho, ooo..;»...v. yet he could no. become .0 

^extreme reactionary. 

u ac j spent many years in England and had been great y 

!nfl uenS by ^cohstitutionaVform of government and democratic 
institutions. 
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f4> He was old and did not feel strong to face and oppose the 
forceful dem^ciSc movement of the people. About his policy of 
compromise, he once remarked 

"The astern which I have adopted and that which my ministers 

tionisonfy too real-all the efforts of my government are dtrected. 

I The Constitutional Charter of Louis XVIII— After his 

defeat in the Battle of Nations in 1813, Napoleon was exiled to the 
Tde.nri Flhn ind Louis XVIII was given the throne of France. ooon 
issued fhe'Con'stUutional Charter fn 1814. Its main provisions were 

as under :— 

(It The king was the head of administration and held all the 

executive powers. He was given the power of making ad «PP°'"s 
issuing ordinances, declaring war and making treaties etc. He was the 

chief commander of the army and the navy. 

(2) Provision was made for a legislature consisting of two Houses 
(1) The Chamber of Peers and (2) The Chamber of Dcput.es The 
members of the Chamber of Peers were nominated by the king for life 
while the members of the Chamber of Deputies were elected by the 

people for a term of 5 years. 

(3) The legislative measures were proposed by the king and they 

were discussed by the legislature. , ** 

(4) The king could impose tax only after the consent of both* 

the Chambers. 


(5) All the citizens were declared equal before the law. 

(6) Provision was made for trial by jury. 

(7) All the citizens were granted religious freedom. 

(8) It restored the freedom of the press and speech. 

(9) Special rights and privileges were abolished and all the* 
services under government were thrown open to merit. 

(10) Assurance was given to those persons who had bought 
property confiscated during the Revolution that it would not be taken 

back from them. 


(11) The white flag was made the National Flag. 

Defects in the Charter of 1814—(1) The Charter was not accord¬ 
ing to the principles of democracy because the king was the source or 
all rights (2) It lacked the backing of the whole nation. (3) It did not 
establish a democratic form of government and the rights of the lower 
order were completely ignored. The population of France was 
290,000,000 but only 100,000 persons had the right to vote. So tne 
Charter failed to root out the special rights and privileges in tne 
political field. Ta quote Hazen— 
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“ France was still, in a political sense , a land of privileges , only 
privilege was no longer based on birth but on fortune." 

Importance of the Charter—This Charter recognized th ? principles 
of revolution and many Napoleonic institutions. Equality before law 
was the most significant factor in it. It introduced liberal monarchy 

*A ,n France and granted self-government to the people to a great extent 
To quote Hazen— 

•'The fact remained that with all limitations, the Charter granted 
France a large portion of self-government that it had not■ enjoyed before , 
except during a brief period of Revolution ” 

2. Reign of Louis XVIII—A struggle for power was going on 
between the Liberals and the Royalists. The Liberals were in favour of 
a democratic form of government and were divided into two groups- 
the Liberals and the Republicans. The Royalists consisted & of the 
Moderate Royalists and Ultra-Royalists. Under these circumstances. 
Louis worked with great foresight and succeeded in following the 
middle path. 

At this, the extremists started a movement known as ‘White 
Terror.’ They murdered the Liberals like Marshal Ney. Ic created choas 
and anarchy in the country. Louis XVIII abolished the legislature and 
new elections were held. The Moderate Royalists got majority in it. 
Louis tried to reform the adminstration with their help. France had 
paid war-indemnity by this time. So the Allies removed the forces of 
^occupation from France and she joined the Quadruple Alliance and 
became the member of the Concert of Europe. The Ultra Royajists 
were deadly opposed to the policy of Louis and in 1820 they killed 
Duke De Berry who was the legal heir to the throne of France. In 
the election of 1820, they swept the p >1 Is and gained maj irity in the 
legislature. They were inclined to the policy followed by M.tternich. 
They helped in the restoration of the absolute rule of the B^urborn 
Dynasty in Spain by installing Ferntnand VII on the throne of Spain 
by force. In the meanwhile, Louis XIII died in 1824. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Louis XVII ruled France from 1814 to 1824. ' 

1. The Constitutional Charter of Louis XVIII— (1) The king was the head of the 
state. Legislature consisted of two Houses. (3) Legislative measures 
were proposed by the king (4) Taxes could be imposed by the consent of 
the Legislature. (5) Equality before law. (6) Trial by Jury. (7) Reli¬ 
gious freedom (8) Freedom of the Press and Speech (9) Posting on 
merits. (10) Right to retain property (11) White Flag. 

Defects : Opposed to d-mocracy. (2) Lacked supp >rt of the whole nation. 
(3) Hailed to root out special privileges. 

Importance —Recognis'd the principles of Revolution, laid stress on 
Equality ; Liberal monarchy. 

2. Reign of Louis XVIII —Followed the middle path, the Ultra-Royalists spread 
anarchy ; Majority of the Moderate Royalists ; reform introduced by them ; 
the Ultra Royalists came in 1820 ; Restoration of Bourbon Dynasty in 
Spain ; France became the member of Concert of the Europe ; Hi$ death in 
1824. 
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Political Parties during thm Reign of Louis XV11I 

Q. 2. Give a brief account of the main political parties In 
France during the reign of Louis XVIII. 

Ans-Various political thoughts in France gave birth to many 
political parties there. The following were the main political parties 
in France during the reign of Louis XVIII: 


(1) The Ultra Royalists. 

(2) The Moderate Royalists 

(3) The Republicans. 

(4) The Liberals. 

(5) The Bonapartists. 


(1) Ultra Royalisis —It comprised of the nobles and thei clergy- 
men who had to leave France during the. Revolution and whose 
property had been confiscated. They returned to France with Lxmis 
XVIII They hated the concepts of the revolution and the revo 
lutionaries. They favoured absolute and arbitrary rule and wanted to 
establish old regime and order in France. They wanted to restore the 
old glory and power of the king, the nobles and the clergymen. They 
considered the Revolution as a great enme. They supported the 
reactionary policy of Metternich and were bitter enemy of the Liberals 
They criticised the Charter of 1814 severely and wanted Louis XVIII to 
take it back and punish those persons who favoured and were rcponsioie 
for the execution of Louis XVI. Count de Artois, the brother of * 
Louis XVIII, was the leader of this party. This party could not 
become popular in France and Louis XVIII could not work according, 
to their wishes because he did not like to create unnecessary troubles 
for him and to leave France again. To quote Hazen— 


“A lore eager to restore glory of the crown , the former rank of the 
nobility and the clergy , more bitter towards the new ideas than the king 
himself they were the ultra-royalists or ultras—men more royalists than 
the king , as they claimed .” 

(2) The Moderate Royalists —The Moderate Royalists were the second 
main political party in France. It consisted of the nobles, feudal- 
lords and the higher clergy. Their ideology contained the element ot 
liberalism. They were also reactionary but were not extremists nice 
the ultras. They knew that it was difficult to root out revolutionary 
ideals and tendencie., and social set up established after the Revolu¬ 
tion So, they followed a mild and moderate policy and wanted to 
move with the times. They favoured a compromise between the 
principles of monarchy and democracy and disfavoured absolute 
monarchy and arbitrary rule. This party was more popular in 
France and had great influence over Louis XVIII. He gave proof of 
his liberalism by issuing the Constitutional Charter with the co-operation 
of this party. This party gained majority in the legislature in the 
election held in 1816 and remained in power upto 1820. 
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(3) The Republican Party^Tbis pmy was hostile to absolute monar¬ 
chy and despotic rule of the Bourbon dynasty. It supported the estab¬ 
lishment of the republican form of government in France. It could not 
become popular in France and its membership was also meagre. 

W The Liberals- The Liberals were in favour of the constitutional 
monarchy. They were of the opinion that the rights granted by the 
Constitutional Charter were insufficient. They wanted to increase 
the number of voters. They wanted that age and property quali¬ 
fications should not stand in the way of enlarging franchise They 

favoured the responsibility of the ministers to the legislature rather 
than the king. 

(5) The Bonapartists-This party was composed of those persons 
who had taken part in the battles fought by Napoleon and who had 
been greatly impressed by his victorious expeditions. They wanted 
to enthrone Napoleon or his son, the King of Rome, to make France 
a powerful country in Europe, to increase her honour and glory and 
to follow a more vigorous foreign policy. The efforts made by them 
to achieve tbeir objectives were not crowned with success. The 
membership of this party was also not very high. 

* POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Political Parties daring tbe reign of Louis XVIII 

1. The Ultra Royalists : (i) They consisted of nobles and clergymen: they 

favoured the establishment of absolute monarchy and old social order. • 

2. The Moderate Royalists— (i) It was a party of nobles, feudal lords and higher 
clergy, (u) Element of liberalism. (iii) Favoured compromise bet- 
ween monarchy and democracy, (iv) Supporters of the Charter. 

3. The Republicans —They were in favour of a republican form of government. 

4. The Liberals— (i) The Consiitutional monarchy, (ii) Enlargement of the 
Franchise, (iii) Ministers to be responsible to legislature. 

5. The Bonapartists— They wanted to make Napoleon or his son the emDetor of 
France. 

% 

Charles X and the July Revolution of 1830 

Q. 3. What do you know about the causes, effects and 
Importance of the July Revolution of 1830. (V. Important) 

Or - ; * 

Trace briefly the causes of events leading to the 
Revolution of 1830 of France and show its effects on different 
countries of Europe. (P.U. 1955 ; D.U. 1963) 

Or 

What were the causes which led to the fall of Charles X and 
succession of Louis Philippe to the throne of France. 

Ans—After the death of Louis XVIII, his brother Charles X 
became the emperor of France in 1824 He was opposed to the 
(liberal policy adopted by Louis XVIII and supported a reactionary 
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olicY. The clash among the political parties and the despotic rule 
f Charles X led to July Revolution of 1830 which forced Charles to 


;ave France. 

I. Causes of the July Resolution of 1830-Tbe following were 
he causes of the July Revolution of 1830— 

(1) Conflict among the Political Groups in F ranc e~V^ political 
roups in France started efforts to come to powers The struggle 
or power created a eonflict among them and^brought the revolution 
,earei^ (Elections were held in France in accordance with the Consti- 
utiortal Charter issued by Louis XVIII. The Ultra-Royalists gained 
fiaiority in the Chamber of Deputies because of limited franchise 
'hey advised Louis to cancel the Chart^r.^Xpuis refused to oblige 
hem Thev spread choas and anarchy in France which is kno wn 
s ‘White Terror’ in the History_oQFr5nce. (They murdered Marshall 
'lev. There were violent revolts against this in Southern France, 
.ouis was- forced to abolish the Chamber of Deputies and order 
resh elections in 1820.^ 

(The Moderate-Royalists got majority.) .They paid the war- 
ndemnity imposed by the Allies The forces of occupation were- 
emoved from France and she joined the Concert of Europe. The 
fforts of this party promoted trade, industry and arts and crafts 
n France. They enhanced the military strength of France. They 
lelped to increase the power and prestige of France in the Continent, 
n 1820. Duke de Berry, son of Artois, was killed by a lunatic named 
.ouvel. Duke was the successor to the throne of France. The LTltra- 
toyalists held the Moderate-Royalists responsible for this murder. It 
>rought disgrace to the Moderates. Louis abolished the Chamber of 
Deputies again. 


In the new elections, the Ultra-Royalists once again came to power, 
rhey followed a reactionary policy, imposed restrictions on indivi- 
lual liberty and freedom of press and speech. The franchise was limited, 
rhey helped Ferdinand VII to establish his arbitrary rule in Spain, 
rhey left no stone unturned to set-up the pre-revolutionary order in 
7 rance. These efforts on their part gave birth to the July Revolution 
>f 1830. 


(2) Despotic Rule of Charles X— (i) Charles X was an avowed 
memy of the Revolution. He was an arbitrary ruler. He was a 
veil-wisher of thfc nobles, feudal lords, higher clergy and tii > 'd 
egime and the old social order. He wanted to suppress the^£volution- 
iries, the moderates and the liberals. He tried to crush the principles of 
he revolution forcibly. His conservative and reactionary policy 
mcouraged the revolution. To quote Hayes— 

“/f had been the Count of Artois who with Maria Antoninette 
lad engineered the court-intrigues against the Revolution in its earliest 
uage. It had been he who Had headed the emigration of Ihe nobles and 
he clergy when their privileges were threatened by the Revolution. It 
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was he who was never tired of agitation against the Revolution and against 
Napoleon , and it was he who , on the triumphant return of his family and 
of the emigreesy encouraged the ultra-royalists in acts of retaliation . 

(ii) The property of the nobles and the higher clergy, who had 
fled away from France during the Revolution, had been confiscated. 
On their return, Charles X appointed them to high posts and com¬ 
pensated them for the loss of their property by distributing crores of 
Francs amopg them. To make up for the loss, they had incurred, he 
lowered the rate of interest on national debt from 5% to 3%. It created 
discontentment among the capitalists who had lent money to the govern¬ 
ment. 


(iii) He imposed restrictions on the press and freedom of speech 
and thus deprived the people of their rights and individual liberty. 

(iv) Charles X favoured the cause of the Catholic Religion.. 
Religion and clergymen had great say in the administrative affairs. A 
law was passed making provision of capital punishment for polluting 
the religious places and stealing sacred vesselWrom a Church. It 
alienated the middle class and lower order of the society. Education 
of the people became the responsibility of the clergymen J He also 
encouraged the religious festivals. * Once he himself led a'procession 
wearing the uniform of a clergyman and taking a burning lamp in 
his hands. To quote the Duke of Wellington — 

"For him there is no such thing as political experience with the 
warning of James II before him. Charles is setting-up a Government by 
priests , through priests , for priests' 9 

(v) Charles’s despotic rule and his reactionary policy had 
reached their climax. There were elections for the Chamber of 
Deputies in 1827. Charles openly helped the Ultra-Royalists but 
they failed to get majority. He thrice held the elections to the Chamber 
of Deputies to favour the Ultras but they could not come to power 
in spite of the best efforts of the king. It created dissatisfaction among 
the people. 

(vi) When Charles foiled to win majority for the Ultras, he 
appointed Potignac his Prime Minister. He greatly supported the policy 
oftheking.^ On assuming the office of Prime Minister, he declared 

\ “His object was to reorganise society , to restore to the clergy its 
former preponderance in the states , to create a powerful aristocracy and 
to surround it with the privileges .” 

Polignac’s declaration created a great crisis He followed 
a reactionary policy to suppress the elements of nationalism. This 
brought disgrace for Charles and his rule. People began to hate him 
and came forward t6 resist his reactionary policies. The Chamber of 
Deputies demanded the dissolution of the ministry led by Polignac, 

a ^ es .». re ^ uset ^ t° accept their demand. He told them frankly that 

nis decisions were unchallengable. At the same time he used to say" 
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“Iff, own brother t Louis XVI had come to a tragic and because he 
had made concession f* 

fviii) Charles X disbanded the National Guard in 1827. TM* 
infuriated the people because they could not tolerate the dissolution 
3 f a rational institution in this summary fashion. 

(ix) According td his reactionary policy, Charles X issued four 

SS=T4«t StSL? <? JSCtjTSSf 

i result, the number of voters was reduced fronl I . 10 ? 0 ° 0 . , to 
4) It was declared that the new election would be held on 30th 

September, 1830. In support of his policy he said-y 

-‘A turbulent democracy is endeavouring to supplant the legal 
authorities. It dominates the elections by means of netvrpuperj and 
associations , it endeavours to filter the rights 'he crmen and to 
dissolve the Chamber. A government that has no yght'o take "£? s 
which if they over step the ordinary methods of legislation , are undo. b 

?dly in accord with the Charter. 

2. Events of the Revolution—Charles X’s ordinances 
threw a challenge to the people and they accepted it. Teey # a e 

'uel to the fire. The Liberals and the Moderates instigated the people 
and inspired them fora revolution. This revolt was limited to Paris 
alone. Thousands of people marched in procession raising the slogan 
Down with the Ministry. Long live the Charter There started a civil 
war between the revolutionaries and the government troops in ju y, 
1830. It continued for three days. About 10,000 revolutionaries 

fought with 14,000 soldiers. To quote Hayes— 

“[t was a strange irony of fate that the* French armies which had so 
recently carried message of equality ana fraternity to the people of 
Europe , should be weapon of Divine Right of Kings on behalf of conserva¬ 
tism and reaction." f 

The revolutionaries constructed barricades to lanes and streets 
and began to fight the troops. It was difficult to despatch artillery 
upto these barricades. The soldiers tried to demolish tnem but their 
efforts met with little success. To quote Hazen — 

“ The streets were paved with iarge stones. They could be torn 
up and piled in such a way as to make fortresses for the insurgents. In 
the night of July 27-28, the streets were cut up hundreds of barricades 
made in this manner of paving stones , of over-turned wagons . of barrels 
ond boxes, of furniture, of trees and objects of all description. Against 
such obstacles the soldier could make but little progress. If they ovt re¬ 
threw a barricade and passed on , it would immediately be built up again 
behind them threatening them by cutting their line of re inforcement and 
possible retreat." 
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The soldiers continued fighting for three days against heavy odds. 
Many of them joined 4 the revolutionaries. Seeing the circumstances 
going against him, Charles X tried to compromise with the revolution¬ 
aries but h® failed. He declared hi? grandson as the king of France, 
abdicated the throne and fled awavjtOxEn gland. After two years, he 
went to Austria and died there in do3S/N L/ 

However, the people of France could not * agree to the 
form of government to be established in France. The Republicans 
were in favour of setting up a Republic in France but the Moderates 
and Liberals were opposed to it. They were of the view 4bat if a 
Republic was established in France, there was a fear of a war between 

France, amt-other European counties having monarchical 

form of governments. Under these circumstances, Louis Philippe, a 
Prince of another branch of the Bourbon Dynasty was proclaimed the 
ruler of France. He enjoyed the support of the republican leaders such 
as Lafayette because Louis Philippe was a man of liberal ideas and 
favoured the constitutional form of government. #To quote Lafayette^ 

ft A monarchy under so liberal and democratic a Prince would after 
all be the best of republics .” 


Irf this way, Louis Philippe ascended the throne of France on 7th 
AugunlSSO. 

31 Effects of the Revolution—The July Revolution of 1830 had 
special significance in the history of France. .The task of the French 
Revolution of 1789 which had remained Uncompleted hitherto was now 
completed by this revolution. ,The fundamentals of the revolutionary 
ideology i.e., equality, liberty and -secularism became secure for 
ever. It led to the establishment of the rule of the Orleans dynasty in 
France instead of that of Bourbon Dynasty.^' It could not abolish, 
monarchy in France. Though Louis Philippe recognized the constitu¬ 
tional principles but he established monarchical form of government in 
France. It brought instability in the administration and Francd' could 
not follow a stable home and foreign policy. They remained fickle 
during the reign of Philippe. Some amendments Were nuide in the 
Constitutional Charter of 1814 as a result of this revolution j The 1.4th 
clause of the Charter wasjemoved because according to this clause the 
king had the^right to frame arbitrary laws. The king was denied the 
right to issue ordinances. The power of legislation'Tvas given to the 
Chamber of Deputies. The iking promised to safeguard the rights of the 
individuals. Catholicism was declared as the state religion but every¬ 
one was deemed equal in the domain of religion. This revolution gave 
a severe blow to the power of the Ultra-Royalists. 

Effects on different Countries of the Euorpe —The July Revolu¬ 
tion of 1830 profoundly affected the different countries of Europe sucii 
as Belgium, Poland, Germany, Italy, England etc. It encouraged the 
the democratic movements and shattered the Settlement of the Vienna 
Congress. To quote Hazen 

i 
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“/f was the signal and encouragement for wide spread popular 
movements which for a short time seemed to threaten the whole structure 
erected in 1815 at Vienna.** 

Effects on Belgium According to the Vienna Settlement, 
Belgium had been annexed to Holland. But the people of the two 
countries could not become a national state as they had different lang¬ 
uages, religions, cultures and tendencies etc. Their ideals and economic 
life were also quite different. The people of Belgium were Roman 
Catholics but those of Holand were Protestants. The population of 
Belgium was double than that of Holland but all the important civil 
and military posts were held by the Dutch. Belgium had close com¬ 
mercials relations with France, which imported much of her goods but 
Holland was the bitter foe of France. Heavy restrictions were imposed 
on the freedom of press, speech, writing, individual liberty etc. in 

Belgium. 

The people of Belgium suffered untold miseries and there was 
great discontentment among them afeainst this unnatural union r • 
two countries who had nothing in common. It awakened nation 
feelings in them and the July Revolution of 1830 added fuel to t -* 
fire and led to a violent military revolt in Belgium^) To quote Haien 

“ The July Revolution came as a spark in the midst of all this 
inflammable material.*' 

. The revolutionaries of Belgium chased away the Dutch army from 
their capital Brussels. After this, the freedom movement was launched 
on a large scale. The people of Belgium set-up an Interim Govern¬ 
ment and declared their independence in October, 1830. They made 
Prince Leopold of Saxecobourg as the king of Belgium. 

The situation in Belgium worried Metternich very much. Louis 
Philippe, the King of France, took no interest in the suppression of 
this national movement. The Czar of Russia wanted to interfere but 
he could not do so for fear of Revolt in Poland. The Prime Minister 
of England, Lord Palmerston, had sympathy with Belgium. He 
summoned a Conference of important countries of Europe in London 
in 1831. In this. Conference, England, France, Russia, and Austria 
recognised the independence of Belgium. In this way, the July 
Revolution of 1830 pa^ed the way for the freedom of Belgium. 

Effects on Poland — The Vienna Congress had divided the kingdom of 
Poland among Austria, Russia and Prussia. The Czar of Russia carved out 
an independent kingdom of Poland and himself became its ruler. He gave 
a new constitution to Poland and set up a parliament there. Catholi¬ 
cism was declared the state religion and the language of the Poles was 
made'the state language. All the services under-the state were thrown 
open to the Poles, /. in spite of all these concession, the Poles were not 
satisfied and they Wanted to regain their freedom from the foreign rule. 

After the death of Czar Alexander I, his brother, Nicholas I became 
the Czar of Russia. He was reactionary and an arbitrary ruler. Being 
inspired by the July Revolution of 1830 in France, the Poles revolted. 
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.« u iiccian army and killed many- 

The revolutionaries chased aw Y 0 f Poland, Grand Duke Constan- 

Russian officials. The Ruswuiruter «*»'■in* ^ safety of his |fe . 
tine, had a narrow and Germany had sympathies 

Though the people of France Eng material help to regain their 

with the Poles but ""^“jR^sian army thwarted the plans of the 

independence. movement ruthlessly. It succeeded 

revolutionaries and smashed t ** . of Russia . The separate 

in bringing Poland once ag end and she was annexed to the 

identity of Poland was put l ° were inflicted on the revolution- 

Russian empire. Heavy pun d while many of them were 

«ies. Thousands of P at "°* s b ” wer e g sent to Siberia where they died 
exiled. A larger number of th was abolishe d and a tyrannical 

of severe cold. The and A reactionary policy was adopted in 

rule was '®P ose ^°" 0 P te Grand and Temper ley- 

that country. Q imposed upon her. 

eevi “For a quarter of ac *"J U ^ e lyVy the word of Russia." 

'the lost all and was governed purely by [nfused new ufe 

Effects on Spam—The July ev ° at y°" tar ted a nation-wide move- 
and spirit on the laterals of Spain. l > VII Ferdinand crushed 
rnent against the autocratic rutoof d idnot feel dis-heartened 

This ‘movement by force. The Liberals u ^ thc elections 

ind they increased their s^ngth h J. ROt a majority. They demanded 
.of 1834, their efforts bore fruit an y g d had no alternative but to 

rifSfmsTn the administration. Ferdin d , lberal Constitution of 

• on,— government 

Effects on Pottusol-Mte, ^‘polS "gS*!* 

daughter, Donna Maria ascendle j» e ^ the throne of Portugal 

uncle DoiLMiguel deposed her forcib y, o P war m Portgual which 

and set'-uTr^iTpotic ruk there Jh s lea t . q ion from the July 

continued for 6 years. Donna Mari ® w ; t h .the co-operation ot 
■Revolution of l 8 ^ 0 * d launched a national - movement against 

'Kn M* “£S “ S “ C “' d ' d ' 

Ing a constitutionil government in Portugal. 

Effects on Switzerland -The d ‘ n for weffare while 

special privileges and the la "® 0 X Jre 'gnored. The July Revolu- 
the interests of the common p P :v. era i s in Switzerland. They g 
tionof 1830 deeply influenced. the^Snded reforms in the ad®.- 

mg’ iSSijgjg— -ooogo ■«« 

^reamof^etting-up a Republic there was not fulflUed. 
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Effects \ on Germany-\J!he Revolution of 1830 influenced 
Germany also.l Saxony, Brunswick, Hesse, Hanover etc. saw the rise 
of the revolutionary movements. As a result of this, the revolutionaries 
succeeded in establishing liberal constitutions there. 

Austria and Prussia remained uninfluenced by this revolution. 
They were strong enough and tried their level best to crush the re¬ 
volutionary tendencies in GermanyJ Carlsbad Decrees of 1819 were 
revived. The laws passed between 1832 and 1834 were reactionary 
and strict. These laws imposed restrictions on the political ^ con¬ 
ferences and institutions, press, speech and educational institutions. In? 
this way, the revolutionary spirit was crushed by force in various states- 
of Germany. 

Effects on Italy —Italy also came under the influence of the 
Revolution of 1830. The people of Parma and Modena revolted 
against the unjust rule of their rulers The Queen of Parma, Marie 
Louis, the wife of Napoleon and the Duke of Modena could not face 
tbe liberals and fled away from their kingdoms to save their lives. To 
quote ^Grant and Temperely — 

“The Revolution of 1830 provoked a few out-bursts in Italy and 
fanned the flames of revolutionary activities there. 9 ' 

i A rebellion also raised its head in the territories under the domi¬ 
nation of Pope. The Austrian Chancellor. Metternich could not tolerate 
these national movements in Italy. He despatched an army to suppress, 
/them. The revolutionaries sought help from France and Italy but ia 
vain. At the same time, they lacked unity. As a result of this, the 
Austrian army succeeded in defeating the revolutionaries and restoring, 
the absolute rule of the old rulers in these states of Italy. 

Effects on England —There were many defects in the election, 
system of England and the franchise was limited. In the 18th century 
Pitt the Elder, John Wilkes, Fox and the Younger Pitt tried to reform, 
the election system in England but their efforts met with little success 
because of the opposition of the Lords. During the French Revolution^ 
the Prime Minister of England followed a reactionary policy to save 
England from the influence of the Revolution. But after the defeafo? 
Napoleon, the movement for parliamentary reforms once again gained 
momentum in 1830 on account of the Revolution of 1830. Lord 
Grey became the Prime Minister of England in 1830 when the Whig 

Party got majority in the House of Commons. To remove the defects 
in the parliamentary system, the First Reforr^BilL-waapassedip^l83Z 
due to the gfeat efforts on the ^arrorEord G reTTlceHIafged the 
franchise by liberalising the qualification for voting. As a result, the" 
sovereign power came into the hands of the middle class instead of 
the higher order. It was the first step towards the establishment of 
democratic form of government in England. 

Effects on America— The July Revolution of 1830 deeply 
influenced America and many social, reforms were introduced. Th* 
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independent state of U.S.A. had come into existence after the 

American war of Independence and a democratic government was set¬ 
up there. Inspite of this, the administration of the country was in the 
hands of wealthy people i.e. landlords, capitalists and traders who en¬ 
joyed many special privileges. The second group consisted of those 
people who settled there later on. This group was not wealthy and had 
no say in the administration. Besides these two groups, the Red 
Indians and Negroes also lived there. They worked as slaves and in¬ 
human treatment was meted out to them. 

The Liberals in America started movemint for reforms in admi¬ 
nistration, abolition of special rights and _privileges of the rich and 
abolition of slavery. Tne French Revolution of 1830 gave impetus to 
their movement. Consequently, the government had to pass many laws 
for the welfare of the people. Special efforts were made to improve 
the lot of the labourers. Their remuneration and working hours were 
u v i aW "HProvisioo was made for good and airy quarters for them 
and hospitals were opened to take care of their health. Tnere was a 
i aw in England according to which a person could be iraprrso.ied if he 
f iiled to clear his debts. This severe law was abrogated. Tne Northern 
States abolished slavery. Later on, the Southern States also put an end 
to this custom alter the Civil War. 

4 Importance of The July Revolution of 1830—(1) The 

Revolution of 1830 has special significance not only in the history _oi 
France but also of Europe. It had a wide-spread influence.,*.It gave 
rise to many revolutionary movements in Belgium Poland, lto y* 
r Germany. Spain and Portugal etc Belgium became independent follow 
ing the effects of the Revolution of 1830. 

(2) This Revolution shook the foundation of the Vienna Settle- 
merit and proved that it was quite temporary. The independence of 
Belgium was the first great breach of the Vienna Settlement. . 

ed the rule of Orleans Dynasty in place of the Bourbon Dynasty in 
France. Thus, it gave a severe blow to the principle of legitimacy 
recognized by the Vienna Congress. To quote Southgate 
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“It marks the definite reversal of one feature of the Vienna Settle- 

>aent .” 

(3) It defeated the reactionary policy of Metternich. It P roved 
fatal to the reactionary powers whose influence began to dwindle day 

hy day. 

t4I It strengthened the revolutionary principles of liberalism and 
nationalism They became a universal force never to be suppressed or 
eliminated in the years ro come. 

The Revolution of 1830 injected confidence, zest and spirit 
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(6) It demonstrated the influence of the organized power 
sovereignty of the people. It encouraged and inspired the democrai 
movements. It strengthened the belief that people are the real sour 
of sovereignty. To'/quote Hazen — 


— w ^ . - 

“The revolution , in fact , gave great impetus to the doctrine of th 

sovereignty of the people 


(7) This Revolution completed the task of the 
1789 and paved the way for the Revolution of 1848. 

Hearnshaw— 


Revolution ol 
According t 


9 \ 


“ The most notable effect of the July Revolution , however , was ti 
change which it engendered in the Concert of Europe and the balance « 
powers. Great Britain witnessed the notable democratic triumph...the 
Metternich system falling to pieces. 




POINTS TO REMEMBER 


July Revolution of 1830 


1. Causes—(l) Conflict among the political groups in France. (2) Arbi 
trary Rule and reactionary policy of Charles X. 


2. Events—Ordinances of 1830 led to the Revolution ; Conflict among 
the troops and the revolutionaries in lanes and streets for three days ; Charles 
fled away and Louis Philippe, Duke of Orleans, ascended the throne of France. 


3. Effects—The Revolution of 1830 had tremendous effects on France* 
Belgium, Poland, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Germany,' Italy, England and 
America." 


Importance— (1) Revolution in many countries and independence of 
Belgium (2) Proved the temporary nature of the Vienna Settlement. 
(3) Reduced the influence of reactionary powers. (4) Strengthened the ; 
principles of liberalism and nationalism. (5] Inspired the people to fight 
against the arbitrary rule. (6) Encouraged the democratic movements. 
(7) Paved the way for the Revolution of 1848. 


* 


Louis Philippe (1830-1848) 


4. Give a brief account of the difficulties of Louis| 
Philippe at his accession. How far were they responsible foi 
his downfall ? (Imp.' 


Or 


Discuss th'* policy of the Golden Mean as adopted by Loui 
Philippe and show why it failed to satisfy the French People ? 

Or 


“France is bored.” Do you agree with this condemnatioi 
of Louis Philippe's internal and foreign policy ? 

Ans —Charles X was forced to leave France during the Revolu¬ 
tion o 1830. Louis Philippe, the son of Philippe Egalite the cousin o! 
late Louis XVI, was declared the king of France. He belonged to tin 


1 
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23 Orleans Dynasty. He ascendod 
^ lie throne of France on 7th 
^lugust, 1830. He was 57 at that 
ime. He took an c*ath to rule 
Recording to the constitution of 
he country. 

At the time of the outbreak 
Kbf the French Revolution in 
r H789, he was only 16 years old. 

: He had faith in Catholicism. 
He enlisted himself in the revolu¬ 
tionary army and fought for the 
1 <!Republic against Austria and 
^Prussia at the Battle of Valmy 
but he was suspected of being a 
traitor. So he fled away from 
France. He travelled Europe, 
Sicily, America etc. and ultima¬ 
tely ’ reached Switzerland. He 
* studied Geography and Mathe¬ 
matics. He returned to France 
.during the reign of Louis XVIII 
' fi0t back his paternal estate and 
t ^egan to live in his native village. He 



Louis Philippe 

was nominated as a member 


of the Chamber of Peers. He was very wise, humorous and affable. 

He established contacts with such people who could help him 
. future He added to the number of his followers by professing 
iJiheral and democratic ideas. People thought him a liberal patriot and 
democrat but he had concealed his intention of becoming an arbitrary 

jniler behind these lofty concepts. 

*1 Early Difficulties of Louis Philippe— Louis Philippe had 
to face many difficulties at the time of his accession— 

Ml At the time of his accession, his position was not stable and 
i. riE ht to the throne was weak. Out of 513 members of the 
Chamber ofDeput.es, only 219 supported his claim to the throne His 
’institutional position was not very sound That is why some of the 
no Utica! groups cons.derd him a usurper of the throne. His govern- 

Jjjent lacked the support of the people. 

' n\ Manv of the political groups in France were opposed to him 

j wanted the grandson of Cnarles X installed on the throne of 
r: 0 .» The Republicans were not satisfied because the repub ic.in 

fra n cmies found P no place in his scheme of administration. They 
"F itbat Louis would follow liberal and national policy and nelp 
hOP /he evoiutmn of democracy but Louis failed to obliged them. 
i in t r» were eager to put the son of Napoleon on the throne 

'JfFrancef The Liberals supported Louis Blanc and were hostile to 

Louis Philippe- 
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(3) Philippe antagonised the Catholics because he did not gi 
state patronage to Catholicism. H 


1 --, 





(4) Louis Philippe was also not popular with the labourers and 
general public . He lacked their support. He safeguarded the rig] 
of the capitalists and not of the working class. People .hat 
him and his government because of his conservative and reactionaiy 
policy. 

(5) The Czar of Russia and the Austrian Chancellor , Met ter nick 

hated the new order in France , the despotic rule of Louis Philippe and 
wanted to interfere in the internal affairs of France but they could 
not achieve their objective because they remained busy in other 
affairs. 1 


Jt 


(6) England was also not happy with the new order but she- 
did not like to interfere in the internal affairs of Franee. Louis 
followed a very weak foreign policy. He did not adopt an indepen¬ 
dent foreign policy but acted according to the will of England in the 
external affairs. . 9 


• 

2. His Polity of Golden Means— Louis Philippe was surrounded 
by difficulties on all sides S6 in order to please all the political groups 
and seek their co-operation he gave up conservative, violent and reac¬ 
tionary policy and followed the middle-path. Tnis Policy of Philippe 
is known as the Policy of Golden Means. Another cause for adopting^ 
this policy was that he was not obstinate and believed in religious 
tolerance. To please the revolutionaries and the liberals he restored 
tri-colour as national flag and re-established the National Guard. He 
tried to win the favour of the Bonapartists by bringing back the re¬ 
mains of Napoleon from St. Helena and placing them among the 
rulers of Bourbon dynasty. The Royal Palace at Versailles was decorated , 
with the pictures of revolutionary incidents so that the people may see I 
them and get inspiiation from them. The reads were also named after 
Napoleon. To win over the co-operation and sympothy of the Ultra- 
Royalists and the Republicans, he set-up the government of Bourgeoise 
of the middle class. He gave various concessions to the capitals and 
the industrialists. He removed restrictions from the press to ensure 
individual liberty. He gave up the symbols of old monarchy. He 
called himself the ‘Citizen King’. He tried to bring about a com¬ 
promise betmeen the ideals of different political groups by following 
a policy of Golden Means but he failed in the end. In his efforts to 
please everybody, in fact, he could please nobody. xJj 


^. 3 -. *2 ome Policy— There was chaos and disorder in hom^i 
affairs in France from 1830 to 1 840 because of the frequent changes mm 
the ministry during those ten years. A ministry under the leadership 
of Guizot, however, worked from 1840 to 1848. 


(1) Franchise was made more liberal. A person 
Francs as annual tax was given the right to vote. 
increased the number of voters from 100 non *« <?nn on a 


who paid 20& 
The measure 


4 


(2) To ensure individual liberty, restrictions imposed on press 
A nd those on freedom of speech and writing were waved off. 

(3) Special efforts were made to promote trade, industry, art 
and craft. New machines were imported from England and many 
factories were set-up in the country. Many roads and canals were 
constructed and railways were laid in France to improve the means ot 
communication. Works of public utility were entrusted to private 
contractors. In order to encourage free-trade, a trader named Bastta 
established Free-Trade Association in 1846. 

(4) A Factory Act was passed in 1841 to better the lot of the 
working class. Nobody could employ children below 8 years in the 
factories. Children below 16 years were required to work 12 hours 
only. Education was made compulsory for children upto 12 years 
of age. But, unfortunately, this Act could not be properly enforced. 

( 5 f in religious matters, Louis Philippe followed a policy of religious 
tolerance and equality. He entered into a Concordate with the Pope 
in 1831- Pope was the head of the church but priests were appointed 
and paid by the government. All religions were equal in the eyes of 
•government. The Jews were treated equally as Christians. 

(6) An Education Act was passed in 1833 due to the efforts °f 
-Guizot. The work of imparting primary education was en,rus ' edt . 
the Church, while schools and colleges remained u " der the control 

* of the government. It was compulsory for all the educational instntu 

,ions to impart social and spiritual education The a “ e " dan “ ' a f 

schools was not compulsory. As a result of this policy, t 

schools increased a lot but without introducing any reforms in the 

education. 

(7) Some amendments were made in the Constitutional Charter 
of 1814. 

(8) Ministerial instability helped Louis Philippe to establish 
,his arbitrary rule and, in Guizot, he found a minister of his liking. He 
had no faith in changes and reforms. He appointed 200 members of 
■the Chamber of Deputies to high posts and began to offer them 
contracts. Once a member remarked— 

« What is the Chamber ? A great bazar where every deputy barters 
his conscience for a place or an office.** \ 


Criticism : — 


(1) With the passage of time Louis Philippe's government 
constitutional glamour and he became arbitrary. His policy o Go 
Means failed * satisfy any political group. He sacrificed the n 
interests at the altar of his personal interests and selfishness. 
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(2) His administration was bourgeo is in character , action and 
purpose. The common people had no hand in administration. Laws 
were passed in the interests of the capitalists. Nothing was done for 
the welfare of the people. Blanc once said— 

It is the government of the rich , by the r&h and for the rich . 

(3) Nothing was done to improve the lot of the agriculturists ancF 
working class The increased use of machine led to unemployment j 
among the labourers. The government passed no law for their better- | 
ment It created discontent in them* They set-up secret committees to j 
preach the democratic ideals and the government failed to crush them. 


(4) Louis followed a reactionary and negative policy. Louis Blanc 
and Duchess de Berry instigated the people against the policy. He 
succeeded in suppressing their movement but it created dissatisfaction 
among the people who began to hate Philippe and his government. 


(5) His policy led to corruption among the high officials and 
the government servants. Guizot appointed 200 members of the Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies to high posts and gave them contracts. As a result, the 
middle class established the domination in the Chamber of Deputies. 
Once a member criticized Philippe’s policy and asked, “What have they 
done in seven years ?” Lamartine replied — 


“ Nothing , nothing , nothing, France is becoming bored.' y 

4. Foreign Policy —Louis Philippe followed a very weak foreign 
policy. He formulated his foreign policy in harmony with that of 
England. He failed to follow an independent policy in accordance 
with the national interests. People of France expected him to adopt 
an imperialistic and vigorous foreign policy like that of Napoleon to 
enhance the prestige and glory of France. But he fell short of 
people’s expectation. His policy failed in the end to restore national 
glory 


% ■ 

i 


(1) People of Belgium wanted to instal ^Duke de Nemurs, the 
second son of Louis Philippe, on the throne of Belgium but they 
were greatly opposed by Palmerston the then Foreign Minister of 
England. As a result. Prince Leopold, the uncle of Queen Victoria, 
ascended the throne of Belgium. He married the daughter of Louis 
Philippe, Princess Louis Philippe. It gave a severe blow to the inter¬ 
national prestige of France and the people began to hate Philippe. 


(2) Louis Philippe’s policy towards the Eastern Question was also 
very weak and fickle. Mehemet Ali of Egypt declared war against 
the Sultan of Turkey and seized some of his territories. Louis had 
sympathies with Mehmet Ali but England and Russia sided the 
Sultan of Turkey. Lord Palmerston summoned a Convention ift 
London. England, Prussia, Austria and Russia took part in it but 
France was not invited to attend it. These countries put pressure on 
Mehmet Ali and forced him to cede Syria and Crete to the Sultan of 
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Turkey. Louis took it as a great disgrace. He threatened to wage 
war against England. Lord Palmerston was not cowed down. He 
accepted the challenge and started to make preparations for war. At 
this Louis remained silent and took no action. It shattered the national 
honour of France and her international glory and prestige was lost. 

(3) Liberal and national movements started in Italy , Poland 
and Switzerland. The French sympathised with the cause of the 
revolutionaries of these countries. On the contrary, Louis established 
“friendly relations with Metternich and supported his reactionary policy 

to crush these movements. It infuriated the people of France as they 
were dissatisfied with his policy. 

(4) Louis Philippe decided to have matrimonial alliance with 
Spain by marrying his younger son, Duke of Montpensier, to Spinish 
princess Infanta Maria, the sister of Queen Isabella of Spain. Queen 
Victoria of England did not favour this alliance because it would 
have disturbed the balance of power in Europe b/ enhancing the 
power of France. Queen Victoria decided to marry the 2nd princess 
of Spain i.e., Isabella, to Duke of Cadiz. As a result, both the marriages 
were performed in 1846. England and France were separated and 
Louis had to turn to Austria This action of Louis antagonised the 
people of France, proved suicidal for tjie national honour and Louis 
fell ia the estimate of his own people. 

(5) The French had captured Algeria during the reign of 
Charles X. In 1839, the people of Algeria raised a standard of revolt 
against French domination under the leadership of Abdul Qadir. To 
suppress this revolt, Louis despatched French army under the Command 
of General Bugoud. This war continued for along time and France 
had to suffer a lot. In the end Abdul Qadir was defeated and arrested. 
Louis helped 40,000 French men to settle there. In this way, he laid 
the foundation of Colonial Empire of France. Later on, the French 
succeeded in seizing Madagascar and many other territories in Sou 

Africa. 


5 Fall of Louis Philippe-Louis Philippe’s policy created 
discontentment in the people. Not even a single poht.cal group was 
satisfied with his policy of Golden Means. H.s government was the 
government for the rich only. H,s administration was bitterly cnt.ased 
by all. Tne liberals and the republicans started movements for reform . 
Opposition against Louis increased day by day. To suPPress it, 
Louis followed a reactionary policy and the Prime 

co-operated with him because he was also react,onary and deadly oppos 

ed to reforms. In keeping with his conservative and reactionary• pohcy 
Louis declared conferences and committees to be illegal^d imposed- 
spvere restrictions on press, speech, writing e c. Sp- Louis also 

"let-up to try those who violated laws of the government. Louis also 

imprisoned thousands ot his opponents. 
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The Liberals and the Republicans arranged for Reform Banquets 
to gain the support and favour of the people. But Guizot put restric¬ 
tions on them. Being infuriated by his action, the students, teachers, 
journalists,* labourers, artisans etc. organised a procession and 
demanded the dismissal of Guizot. Keeping in view the gravity of 
the situation, Louis dismissed Guizot. Even this step failed to improve 
the situation which worsened when the mob stormed the palace 
of Guizot. The police fired at the mob and it caused the death of 
23 persons. It added fuel to the fire and infuriated the mob beyond 
limit They marched towards the palace of the king in the form 
of procession carrying the dead bodies on wagons to excite the people. 
They were raising the slogans, “Long live the Revolution Down with 
Louis !’* They surrounded the king's palace. Seeing the situation 
turning against him. Louis Philippe abdicated the throne in favour of 
his grandson and fled away to England secretly for the safety of his 
life. Thus the Revolution of 1848 led to the establishment of the 

Second Republic in France. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Louis Philippe ascended the throne of France after the Revolution 
of 1830. 

1. Difficulties of Lou 5 s Philippe—(l) His position was not stable. (2) All the 
political groups were opposed to him. (3) Catholics were against min. 

(4) Louis was not popular with the labour and the common people. 

(5) Czar of Russia and Metternich hated the new order. (6) His foreign 
policy was weak. 

2. His Policy of Golden mean—Louis denounced extremism and followed a 

middle path; To please all the political groups he followed the policy of 

the golden means. 

3. His Home Policy—(1) Englarged Franchise; (2) Granted individual 

liberty; (3) Encouraged trade, industry and arts; (4l Factory act of 
1841* (5) Relgious toleration; (6) Education Law of 1833; (7) Amend¬ 
ment of the Charter of 1814; (8) Concessions granted by Guizot to the 

Chamber of Deputies. 

Criticism—(1) Louis became arbitrary; (2) Domination of the Bourgeo- 
ists ov^r government; (3) No reforms for the welfare of agriculturists 
and working class; (4) Louis Philippe s reactionary policy; (5) Corrup¬ 
tion among officials. 

• i 

4. Foreign Policy—Louis followed weak policy and sub-ordinated it to England 
(1) Failed to put his son on the throne of Belgium for fear of England. 

% 

(2) Eastern Question. (3) Did not help the nationalists of Italy. Poland 
and Switzerland. (4) Problem of Spain. (5) Captured Algeria. (6) He 
failed miserably in his foreign policy. 

5. Fall of Louis Philippe—(1) Louis’s policy created discontent. (2) H© 
followed the reactionary policy. (3) Demand for the dismissal of Guizot. 

' (4) Liberals stormed the Palace of Guizot. (5) Procession of dead bodies. 

(6) Louis escaped to England. 
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The French Revolution of 1848 




Q. 5. Trace the causes and course of the Revolution of 1 
1848 in France. What were its effects on the countries of 
•Europe ? l m P*) i 


Or 


’‘•The year 1848 was the year of Revolution in Europe.*’ Amplify, ,r 

(P. U. 1969) < 


Or 


*‘ln the history of 


«les.” Examine the 


Europe, the year 1848 was the year of mira-{[ 
e truth of this statement. (D. U. 1964, 65); 


Ans—I. Causes of the Revolution of 1848— Another revolution 
broke up in France in 1848 due to following reasons : — 


(1) Influence of the Middle Class in Administration —After the Revol-j 

•ution of 1830. Louis Philippe was installed on the throne of France, j 

Lafayette succeeded in bringing about a compromise among various’ 1 

noliticarerouns and establishing constitutional monarchy but soon it^ 
puiiuw ftiw . _T PhJlinrw* o t 


& 


They were all rich people of middle class. They had majority in; a 
the Chamber of Deputies. So, Louis compromised and made a pact 
■with them to enlist their support. As a result, the bourgeois establis¬ 
hed their domination over the administration and the government 
-passed laws in their interest only. The common people had no say \ ( 
in the affairs of the government and nothing was done for the improve- r 
ment of their lot. Louis Philippe’s policy did not benefit the agricultur ( 
ists labourers and artisans in any way- They were all dissatisfied » v 
his policy. It created discontent among them and excited revol-r „ 
utionary tendencies and*paved the way for the Revolution of 1848. Toi 
quote Hearnshaw— | 5 

** Pfic cole zealous supporters were comparatively small andpractically , 
veak community of the well-to-do middle class." 

V Pnrtipc in France —There were many political parties 


V (2) Political Parties in France—There were many political parties 

in France Bv following the middle path and adopting the policy of! 
Oolden Means, Louis tried to please and gain support of all the parties: 

but had failed miserably in his design^ On .hcUher hand, the pol.t,. 


cal parties lacked unity of purpose Ini action. They were selfi.h and, 
each tried to achieve its own objectives? The Ultra-royal.sts considered 


PQrn I IICvl L u v w * v ^ ^ ■* -- — - •. - ---- - . , 

Louis Philippe as a usurper and weraeager toHen^ V the grand- 


son of Charles X. on the throne 
with the conservative policy of 


Napoleon 


T 

hW 


re^eager to instai nenry v, me 
/The Republicans were not satisfied 
otris Philippe and wished to set up a' 
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l4ance. Cln ordftr to grind their own axe, all the parties tried to over¬ 
throw Louis Philippe.. Their efforts excited revolutionary feelings among 
the people. 

(3) Weak Policy of Louis Philippe-^Louis Philippe’s home and 
foreign policies proved an utter failure. He tried to win the support of 
bourgeois by his moderate home-policy. Thus, he alienated the sympa¬ 
thies and favour of the common’ people who opposed him tooth and 
nail. He did not follow a, vigorous foreign policy which was, instead, 
very weak and irresolute tHe failed to formulate his foreign policy 
according to national interests. He could not adopt an inpependent 
policy in international affair9. He had to bow before Palmerston over 
Eastern Question and the Problem of Belgium, (It proved fatal for the 
honour and glory of France in international sphere. He rendered 
no help to the revolutionaries of Italy, Poland and Switzerland but 
co-operated with reactionary Metternich to suppress liberal movements. 
He became unpopular with the people ^nd they began to hate him. 
Compared with the glories of Napoleon, \ Louis Philippe’s monarchy 
.was dull and people denounced it. The failure of bis foreign policy 
discredited him in the eyes of the people. In short, he antagonised the 
people by his home and foreign policy, y 


(4) Growth of Socialism —Progress in industry gave rise to Social¬ 
ism which was one of the chief causes of the Revolution. The Industrial 
Revolution and the factory system threw many labourers and artisans 
out of employment. Even those^ho worked m factories failed to get a 
living wage. So, their economic condition was miserable and they led 
a wretched life. The deteriorating conditions of the labourers gave 
birth to socialistic ideals. There ensued a class struggle between the 
capitalists and the workers. Louis Philippe’s bourgeois government 
joined hands with the capitalists to suppress them." As a result, 
the patriots and the Socialists supported the ^labourers and propagated 
the ideals of Socialism to improve their lotV N 

Saint Simon and Louis Blanc were the note-worthy Socialists of 
that time. . They fanned the feelings ^.nd sentiments of the masses and 
the workefs*. They brought l^omS to them how the fruits~of their hard 
labour were enjoyed by the cap'rt.ajists. They believed in the national¬ 
isation of industry. The organization of the factories should tie based 
on the principle of “Labour according to capacity and reward according 
to service.'Ij Louis Blanc did remarkable work in preaching Socialism. 
He wanted to overthrow the Bourgeois *honarchy of Louis Philippe and 
reorganize the state on the basis of democratic principles. He was of the 
view that every individual had the right to work and that it was the 
duty of the state to provide job to every citizenj He believed that the 
government should set-up factories and hand them over to the workers 
and the profit earned should be distributed equally among the labourers. 
To quote Louis Blanc — 

“7b the able-bodied citizens , the state owes work, to the aged and 
infirm , it owes aid and protection. This result cannot be obtained except 
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through democratic power. A democratic power is that which has th 
S nnA r f' g *l y °* r** 6 Z eople f° r Us principle, universal suff.age for its origi 
Fraternity g °° 9 ^ realization °f the f ormul <* \ Liberty , Equality ah 


% 

Thus, by preaching Socialism, these leaders inspired the peopl 
to eradicate the evils of administration and establish a Republic. Thei 
Socialist ideals paved the way for the Revolution of 1848 

\ 



(5) Immediate Cause— Louis Philippe remained in power witl 
the support of the rich people of the middle class who maintained thei 


lajonty in 
of Deputies 
corruption 
To deprive 
majority, the 


the Chamber 
by means of 
and bribery, 
them of their 
Socialists star¬ 
ted movement for reforms 
in the parliamentary 
system. They wanted a 
change in the organisation 
of the Chamber of Deputies 
and enlargement of enfran¬ 
chise by liberalising the 
voting qualifications. Louis 
Philippe and his Prime 
Minister Guizot were both 
consenative and reaction¬ 
ary. They rejected their 
demands and followed a 
reactionary policy. They 
imposed restrictions on 
press, speech and writing. 

They put many Socialists 
and reformers behiocl the 
bars and set up a special 
tribunal to try those who 
violated the laws of the 

land. Their policy of suppression ^ ~ * Guizot 
and repression sowed the seeds of the Revolution of 1848. 

yC L 

2. Events of The Revolution — To win the support and 
operation of the people, the Socialists organized Reform Banquets 
all over the country. They excited the masses to clamour for reforms. 
Louis Philippe and Guizot expressed th^ir displeasure at them, critici¬ 
zed them, and opposed them vehemently! A ‘Moon tar Banquet, was 
fixed on 22nd February, 1848 in Paris bqt the government banned it. 
On the appointed day, the students, teacher#, workers and artisans etc. 

tpok out a procession and shouted for theLdeltfShd 
of Guizot J The kinp wac fnropH .*„****. a 

he dismissed Guizot. 


co- 


auu suuuica ror tne^emTnu or me rebigiiauvu 
was forced to acceed t^their demand whereby 
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Being puffed up by their 
y Guizot. To control the 
B persons. It excited the 
iob and they marched 
>wards the king’s palace 
iking the dead bodies 
ith them in the wagons, 
hev were shouting : 

‘Long live ihe Rc- 
?rm ! Long Live the Rcpu- 

iicr 

% 

The mob surrounded 
he king’s palace. Louis 
'hilippe ordered the National 
juard to fire at the mob 
ind restore order. But they 
efuscd to carry out the order 
>f the king and joined the 
The revolutionaries shouted— 
nob. 

“Louis Philippe mass- 
icres us a? did Charles X % 
let him go to join Charles 

C ” 

Under these adverse 
:ircurmtance&* Louis fled « 

Lamartine 

iway to England under the assumed name of Smith. Before leaving 
for England, he appointed his grandson as his successor. He died 
in England after 2 years. 

The Socialists and the Republicans set up a provisional govern¬ 
ment under the leadership of Lamartine. It proclaimed the Second 
Republic in France instead of abso ute monarchy. 

3. Effects of the Revolution oh 848 — The Revolution of 1848 was 
an event of far-reaching consequences. There was not only a 
change in the government ot France but there were wide repercussions 
in the Austrian Empire. Italy and Germany. It paved the way for 
revolutionary movements in various countries of the continent and 
people rose against the old regime. 

(1) Effects on Austria There was a great political unrest in 
Austua and the Revolution of 1848 added fuel to the fire and the 
people raised a standard of revolt against the autocratic rule and 
reactionary policy ot Metternich who held the reins of the administra¬ 
tion in his hands.# liberal leaders and patriots like Kossuth and Dick 
did a yeoman’s service th organising the people and exciting them against 
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the arbitrary rule. JjTo crush these revolts, Metternich imposed re« 
frictions on press, freedom of speech and on writing and banne 
meetings and procession^ On March 12, 1848, a few teachers c 
the Vienna University placed a Charter of demands before the king 
On the next day, the students, teachers, labourers, artisans etc. too 
out a procession ^nd marched towards the palace of Metternich 
On the way, they raised the slogan “Down with Metternich”. Th 
army fired shots at them. This excited the mob still more and the 
stormed the palace of Metternich. This incident alarmed an- 
unnerved Metternich. He fled away and took shelter in Englan- 
with the Duke of Wellington His flight was hailed as a great even 
in Europe. It was considered as the greatest event in Europe afte 
the Battle of Waterloo. The forces of revolution became -stronge 
• everywhere. Ferdinand I, the Emperor of Austria, was teirifled 
. He yielded before the upsurge of liberalisfli and promised to fulf 
Ihe demands of the revolutionaries and gave them , some concessions 
Accordingly, the set-up a liberal ministry and abolished restriction; 
impsed on the press and granted freedom of speech and writing. Bu 
the liberals were not satisfied and they demanded universal manhoo 
suffrage because they wanted to set up a Republic in Austria. King wa 
so much over-awed that he slipped away from Austria? Under thes 
circumstances, a Constituent Assembly was summooed to draft the ne\ 
Constitution, f Tne Assembly met on ?2nd July, 1848. A resolutio 
for the establishment of Republic was tabled but it was opposed b 
the moderate royalists and could not be passed. kAs. a resofc of ril 
among the members, Ferdinand I was invited to come-back and to th 

head of the constitutional government in Austria. 

, 1 % 

King’s return led to revolts in Hungary, Italy and Bohemia 
The revolutionaries were so infuriated that they killed the War-Ministe 
of Austria. Ferdinand I had no other alternative but to leave hi 
country again. But before leaving Austria, he ordered his troop 
to suppress the revolution. These troops were still loyal to the kin^ 
They obeyed his orders and crushed the revolutionaries. Ferdinan 
came back again to his capital. The defeat of the rebels helped hit 
to follow reactionary policy again. The only redeeming feature of th 
Revolution was that it relieved the people of the tyrannies and crue 

rule of Metternich. 


(2) Effects on Hungary —At the time of the Revolution of 184S 
Hungary was ruled by Austria. The Liberals in Hungary gc 
inspiration from this Revolution and launched movement again.* 
theiAustrian rule under the leadership of Kossuth. He was a tru 
liberal and sowed the seeds of discontent among the people. O 
3rd March, 1848 he made a fiery speech. He said : , 


•The suffocating vapour of a heavy curse hangs over \gff 

out of charnel house of the Cabinet of Vienna P e f tllential ™ ind ™ eep 
by, benumbing our sense and exercising deadening effect on ou 

national spirit. The future of Hungary can never be . s *™' ed ^ d t 
other provinces there exists a system of government directly oppos^ t 
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pntltutional principle. It is our task to establish a happier future 
m the brotherhood of all the Austrian races, and to substitute for the 
Union enforced by bayonets, the enduring bond of a free constitution 

i The copies of his speech were distributed in Hungary. His 
Speech further fired the passions of the people. Kossuth demanded 
a liberal constitution for Hungary. Ferdinand I was frightened 
and was ready to give some concessions to the people of Hungary. 
The government passed some laws which are known as ‘March Laws/ 
According to these laws, a separate parliamentary government was 
set up in Hungary. Landlordism, feudalism, serfdom and special 
privileges rf the nobles were abolished. Liberty of press was assured. 
Freedom of speech and writing was granted to all. Religious freedom 
kvas proclaimed. All the democratic institutions were recognised. 

! , The Magyars gained much by these reforms and their influence 

'in Hungary increased at the cost of other races. The Croatians, 
Romanians and Serbs were ignored and their interests were not safe¬ 
guarded This led to a strife among various races inhabitating Hun¬ 
gary. The races other than the Magyars declared a republic in 
iHungary under the presidentship of Kossuth. The Austrian army 
snubbed this movement wiih the help of Russian troops. The revolu¬ 
tionaries could not face the powerful armies of these two countries 
and failed miserably in the end. Kossuth also had to slip away to 
!Engla^l to sa^e his life. Many atrocities were inflicted upon the rebels. 
The fimure of the revolution resulted in the severe domination of 
Austria over Hungary. 

(3) Effects on Bohemia —Th*e flames of the revolution also spread in 
i Bohemia. There was great political*discontentment among the Czechs. 
|They took advantage of the revolt in Vienna and placed their demand 
i of Constitutional government before the king. The king was already 
terrified and he accepted their demand. But the Germans in Bohemia 
opposed them because they could not tolerate Czech domination over 
'them. To solve this intricate problem, a Congress was summoned 
at Prague, the capital of Bohemia. ' The representatives of the Czechs, 
Croatians, Poles, Moravians participated in it. While the Congress 
was in session a few over-enthusiasts of Bohemia stormed the palace 
of Imperial General of Austria. The Austrian army suppressed the 
revolutionaries ruthlessly. Thousands of them were p t to death and 
imprisoned. In this way, the arbitrary rule of Austria revived in 
Bohemia. 

vn 

(4) Effects on Germany and Prussia —The Revolution of 1848 
had its repercussions in Germany and Prussia also. Drawing inspiration' 
from this Revolution, the people of smaller states of Germany 
also started movement to uproot despotic rule, to set-up consti¬ 
tutional government and unify all the German states under a strong 
central government. Under the force of circumstances, many princes 
of these states yielded to the revolutionaries, accepted their demands 
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and followed a liberal policy. But the oeonle of p r »« c ; a u 
Bavaria, Saxony etc. failed to achieve their otyective. * n °ver, 

the ,Y ienn f * flight and d , OWnfa11 of Metternich heartened 

the people of Berlin and consequently riots broke out there The 

people organised a huge procession and besieged the royal palace* The 

hlS t . ro ? ps . to °P^ n fire. In this way, 200 persons were 
killed. This excited the mob and the movement hmKn* ■ l vere 

Ultimately, the king Frederick William had to relent and he promised 
to set-up a constitutional government in Prussia. P om,sed 

The victory of the revolutionaries encouraged the liberals r*r 
other states. National movements were launched by the peonle of 
Hanover Saxony and Bavaria and, in the end, they succeeded in esta¬ 
blishing liberal governments in their states. In this way, liberalLm 
triumphed everywhere. 


The nationalists of the various German states decided to convene 
a National Assembly to draft a new Federal Constitution for a unified 
Germany. The session of the National Assembly (German Diet! was 
held at Frankfurt in May, 1848. It was decided by the Diet thM a 
parliamentary government should be set-up in unified Germany unde, 
the leadership of Frederick William of Prussia. But Fredrick reacted 
the proposal and refused to accept the crown for many reasans 


(1) He thought it below his dignity 
hands of the revolutionaries. 

(2) He did not like to offend Austria 
with her. 


to accept the crown 



and take the risk of war 


j (3) Frederick had cherished the dream of setting up his arbitrary 

The Frankfurt Diet failed in the end and it was dissolved. Mob 
-violence broke out in many German states and, there, princes were 
deposed. The Prussian troops suppressed the revolts and restored the 
princes to their states. There was a popular rising in Prussia also. 
It was also crushed and Frederick dissolved the Prussian Diet and 
•established his autocratic rule there. 


(5) Effect sort Italy —The tide of the Revolution of J 848 affected 
.Italy also and it infused new life and spirit among the Italians. Italy 
had been. parcelled out into a number of -tates and the Austrian 
influence in them was found in abundance Popular movements were 
launched first of all in Sicily, Naples and then in Sardinia, Tuscany 
.and the Papal States. The rulers of these states had to bow before 
the nationalists and grant constitutional government to them. 

Metternich had succeeded in suppressing all revolutionary move¬ 
ments in Italy from 1815 to 1848. But the news of his fall and flight 
create d a new hope among the Italian pa riots. They girded up their 
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lions to regain their independence. The revolutionaries of Milan 
out uo a fierce opposition to the Austrian troops for 5 days and 
defeated them. The Liberals of Lombardy also chased away the Austrian 
troops The princes of Parma and Modena were frightened and they 
fled away. The Austrian army was also routed in Venice. The 
success of the popular revolts shattered the Austrian domination in Italy. 


Now the patriotic leaders like Cavour, Mazzini and Garibaldi tried to 
unify all states and set-up a strong central government in Italy. Repub¬ 
lics were set-up in Rome and Tuscany due to the efforts of Mazzine 
The Sardinian king, Charles Albert, joined the revolutionaries and 
declared war on Austria. Pope and the rulers of Tuscany of Naples 
nromised to support him because they could not control the rising tide 
of nationalism. But. later on, these rulers withdrew their support and 
Charles Albert was left alone. He was defeated badly in the Battles oi 
of Custoza and Novara. He stopped fighting and abdicated the throne 
in favour of his son Victor Emmanuel who entered into a treaty with* 
Austria. The defeat of Albert gave a severe blow to the nationalism m 
Italy. Austria seized Lombardy. The Rebublic in Tuscany came to- 
an end Despotic rule was also set-up in Naples and Sicily. Thus the 
national movement failed in Ituly and led to the revival of the Austrian. 


domination there. 


There were many reasons of the failure of the national movement 
in I|ply :— 

(1) The nationalists of Italy lacked unity. They failed to conduct 
their movement for the unification of Italy under one leader. 

(2) The patriots had different aims. One group wanted to 
establish constitutional government under Charles. The 2nd group 
favoured a Republic in Italy while the third party wanted the Pope U> 
become the Emperor of Italy. 

3. The efforts of the nationalists were not directed in the right 
direction. 

(4) The revolutionaries failed to seek the co-operation of the 
people and excited them for the right cause. 

(5) They lacked the guidance of an effeient leader who could 
direct their energies in the proper channel. 

(6) The revolutionaries had antagonized the Catholics of Europe 
by depriving the Pope of his kingdom and establishing a Republic there. 
To quote Grant and Temperly — 

"So ended in entire failure the first attempt of Italy to win unity - 
and liberty. What enthusiasm of a few great leaders could do, had been 
nobly done. But discipline and unity in leadership and in organisation 
had been notably and fatally absent . Italy , moreover , had found no help• 
from any outside power.'* 



257 


ance FROM 1815 TO 1870 A.D. 

Though the National Movement failed andjhe Italians could not 
e themselves from the yoke of Austria, yet .Byidened the.r outlook 
d they learnt how to struggle for their indepeUence. 

Effects on Denmark and Holland-Hie Revolution of 1848 
oved beneficial for Denmark and Holland. JU inspired the Dutch 
W,rh a movement for constitutional gtfernment. The King of 
iZd wlam II failed to crush ^this-pvement. He granted 

onsthutiona! government and freedo^of Jess and speech. The 
m"er of Denmark also fulfilled the demand o|he people for popular 

government. I 

C,) Effects on Switzerland-Republic* form of government 

nrevailed in Switzerland but the real powerjas in the hands of the 
prevaiiea in ow .... c | ass or bourgeep-- The masses had no 

rich people of th rj.. Cathotlcsnaqiso set-uo their reaction- 

say in ^ / a ^5? ,n {? atr Switzerland startJ movement against the 

undue'influence of the rich and the reactiona Catholics and succeeded 

in establishing popular government there. 

„ .__ Cnohnd _The workergid artisans in England 

< 8) influenced by the Revolution 0^48. TJjp.Charnst Move- 
were deeply They summoned a cfrence, got the signatures 

ment gained >™P etus n * d to orga t a grand procession in 

5 0«CSX5'.*,r1o»«r»»rp..«d iro'p, i„ 

London, u« situation, he procession was 

and llPdbut a Chlrter of demands was pfnted in the House of 
cancelled but a L a tion was found tj most of the signatures 

Commons On""oved fata 1 for the moment But, later on, the 
ZZSS&iA L°e V pt d ed f !.l the demand jthe Charter. 

4 Results of Revolution — 

( i) The Revolution /«g X"I.cceed“"m 37 77 of 

Wes because natio j movem were crushed ruthlessly 

ittos been rightly remarked the victory h won by autocracy and 

forces of reaction. 

The pe manent results of this Mion were very few Old 

J&jsszsx 

-S’,. ,4'« T. <,uo,e H— 

SJZVX'i „SSJ M 

’ According to H^rnshaw-^ I 

-irthe Italian failure was tragic , tlf man failure was ridiculous." 

, ,, nnlv Sardinia and Russia projby the Revolution. Charles 

Albert! the ruler of Sardinia, set up a amentary government ,n his 
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country. Similar typ« of government was established in Prussia 
thoughU was not as literal as that of Sardinia. 

(4) The Revolution of 1848 was not an u,t * r . J* ilu 7 t '-hook^fhe 

severe blow to the arbitrary rule and forces^*t e nden c i es and spirit. 
As°a S roaUer'o'f fact,"thi^'lieraWed the end of the Metternich Era in *, 
Europe. 4 

(5) It created bad blood between Prussia and a ° d 

ensueda struggle between the two for supremacy in Germany. 

(6) It prompted liberalism ana nationalism and inspired^the^eople 
of Europe to launch national movements in Europe. 1 p 

for the unification of Germany and Italy. 

5 Causes of the Failure of the Revolution -The following 

were the causes of the failure of the Revolution of 1848 . 

(1) Lack of Unity—The revolutionaries of different states lacked 

unity. There was no uniformity in their aims and ? J p ‘ j They 

was a rift between'the Socialists and the Republicans in France, iney 

could not agree whether the Revolution should j OC q many The 

in nature Similiar conditions prevailed in Italy andth?r thev^should 

revolutionaries in Germany could not de " d r e m ^ et o n e Lup in 

establish Monarchy or Republic in su do or ted the 

Italy favoured the establishment of Republic while other supportea tne 

Pope. The principles and the programme of the L berals .n different 
countries were different. They lacked unity and mutual contact. 

(2) Racial Differences—The people of different races under the 

same king suspected one another. So, they could nei P 

nor stay united. This problem was most critical jealousies 

Czechs and Germans of Bohemia were torn by mutual jealousies. 
There were serious differences and rift among the Magyar 8 Croatian*. 

Rumanians and Serbs of Italy and they pulled in di e rll< .u e H the 

• The Emperor of Austria exploited their differences and crushed 
Revolution. 

(3) Lack of co-operation of the People-The revolutionaries 

failed to seek the co-operation of the masses. ^lber e ii ectlia i s but 
broadbased*. It was confined to the middle class an influence was 
the masses were still hostile to violent changes. I reach 

limited to big cities onlv and the ti^de of the revolution 

the village and the'peasants 

(4) Lack of Leadership-The revolutionaries lacked able, tact ^ 

efficient and competent leadership. The leaders pulled in re 

directions and lacked sense of reality and adopted 

attitude. Thus, it became difficult to conduct the u Re Y9 lutlon f a different 
to any definite and fixed programme. Hence, the kings or am 

states succeeded in crushing iL 
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(5) Co-operation among Rulers— The rulers of different states 
possessed the spirit of co-operation and helped one another to crush 
the revolutionary movements wherever they raised their heads. To 
suppress liberalism in Italy, Germany and Hungary, the Austrian King 
despatched his troops to these countries. The King of France helped 

« the Pope who destroyed the Republic of Rome. The help rendered by 
the Czar of Russia to Austria sealed the fate of Revolution in Hungary. 

(6) Vast Resources of the kings— The means and resources of 
the kings were very extensive. The army was the basis of their 
strength. Various rulers suppressed the movements with the help of 
their°troops. Their reactionary policy succeeded in the end aud they 
were successful in maintaining their despotic rules on the basis of their 
military power. On the contrary, the resources of the revolutionaries 
were limited and they could not face their rulers. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Revolution of 1848— 

1 Reasons —(1) Influence of middle class in administration. (2) Political 
Parties in France. (3) Weak policy of Louis Philippe. (4) Growth of 
Socialism. (5) Immediate Caase. 

■2 Events—Organisation of Reform Banquets by the liberals; Government 
banned it. Revolutionaries demanded the dismissal of Guizot. The king 
dismissed him. The mob stormed his palace, firing by the police men. 
procession of dead bodies. Louis Philippe fled away, establishment of Second 
Republic in France. 

~ Effects of the Revolution— The Revolution of 1848 deeply influenced 
Austria. Hungary, Bohemia, Germany, Prussia, Italy, Denmark, Holland, 
Switzerland and England etc. 

A Results—(1) It was not a complete success. (2) Permanent results were 
very slight (3) Sardinia and P/ussia benefited by it. (4) It gave a blow 
to autocracy and forces of reaction. (5) Enmity between Austria and 
Prussia. (6) It encouraged nationalism and liberalism. 

5 Causes of its Faiturc-(l) Lack of unity among the revolutionaries. (2) Racial 
' differences. (3) Failure to get the co-operation of the people. (5) Lack of 
efficient leadership. (5) Co-operation among rulers. ‘ v 6) Extensive 

Resources of the kings. 

Comparison between the Revolution (1830 and 1848) 

q Give a brief account of the /points of comparison 

and difference between the Revolutions of 1830 and 1848 with 
regard to their causes, nature and results. 

Ans. I. Similarities— The Revolutions of 1830 and 1848 had 
the following similarities : — 

(1) The discontentment among the people give rise «>«botli the 

Revolutions. .v wm )hL' 

(2) Both the Revolutions aimed at the abolition of monarchy , 
arbitrary and despotic rule in Europe. 
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(3) They have special 

ameTime! tbey^had tremendous effects on Germany, Italy, Austria, 
Hungary, Bohemia, England, Holland and Switzerland etc. 

(4) They failed to achieve their aims. The Revolution of 1830 
succeeded in Belgium only. The people of Belgium were successful 
in shaking the yoke of Holland and gaining their independence, and 
!t was recognized by the big powers of Europe. The Revolution of 
1848 benefited only Sardinia and Prussia. Its success in these countries 
depended on their rulers and not on the people. 

(5 \ Though the Revolutions failed yet they proved that nationalism 
cannot be curbed for a long time. The rulers became consc.ous about 
the feelings of the establishment of constitutional government. 

(6) Both the Revolutions failed because of the lack of unity „ 
resources and absence of able and competent leadership. 


Prof. Hayes has drawn out the comparison between the two 
Revolutions in these words— 

“The February Revolution of 1848 was not basically different from 
the July Revolution of 1830. Both the Revolutions were chiefly Prussian 
affairs, both were essentially political and incidentally social , both were 
primarily liberal. One , it is true , set up a monarch , with a restricted 
franchise , while the other established a republic, with universal mankind 
suffrage. But both recognized the principle of popular sovereignty , both 
employed the tricolour and the Marseillaise and much more significant , 
both eventuated in the triumph of property owners and adoption of 
politics which refledcdthe wishes of property owners.” 



2. Dissimilarities—(1) The Revolution of 1830 was a middle 
class revolution. It was sponsored by the people belonging to the 
middle class. Charles X was the champion of Feudalism and rights 
of me privileged class. He adopted such a policy and passed such laws 
vvhk h were opposed to the concepts of the Revolution and which hit 
the Middle Class people very hard. To quote Prof. Hayes— 

“77/e principles he had cherished were : union of the altar and 
throne, revival of the institution of old regime , political , religious , social 
and intellectual detestation of revolutionary doctrines 


The middle class people assumed the leadership of the Revolution 
of 1830 because they were deadly opposed to the policy of Charles X- 
To quote Charles X — 

”it is only Lafayette and I who have not changed since 1789.” 

On the contrary, tn? Revolution of 1848 was essentially a Socialist 
revolution. It was engineered by tne Socialists and the Republicans 
who were hostile lo the bourgeois government of Louis Philippe. The 
condition of Workers and artisans wife very miserable. The govern¬ 
ment did nothing to improve their lot. The Socialists like St. Simon 
and Louis Blanc exploited the situation. They excited the working 
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^f®“ d cre a?ed a stir among them. They launched a violent move¬ 
ment demanding social and political reforms. Louis Philippe refused 
o accede to their demand. This led to the Revolution of 1848 t 

»• ® f . Rev 9j ut I? l n of 1830 broke out because of the reactionary 
?rll y °ff : J} arles . X - The revolutionaries wanted to root out thaferbi^ 

ary and despotic rule and establish constitutional government in its 
place After the flight of Charles X, the revolutionaries dTd not put 

an end to monarchy but they installed Louis Philippe on the throne 
or France because he promised to set-up a constitutional monarchy The 
revoluuonanes were not in favour of a Republic. The Revolution of 
1830 was a revolt against absolutism. But at the out-break of the 
Revolution of 1848, there was not only political bit also social 
unrest in France and the revolutionaries wanted to smash the founda¬ 
tion of monarchy and establish a Republic instead. 


(3) During the Revolution of 1830 great stress was laid on constitu¬ 
tional reforms but the Revolution of 1848 was national in character 
because it emphasized nationalism. In 1830 the, movement in Belgium 
was based on the principle of nationalism and the people aspired for 
complete independence but, in the rest of the countries, the revolutio¬ 
naries favoured the establishment of popular governments. On the other 
hand, the Revolution of 1848 was national in character and the Libe¬ 
rals of Italy, Germany, Austria, Hungary etc, were inspired with the 
spirit of nationalism and wanted to eradicate monarchy. To quote 
Grant and Temperley — 


“The autocratic powers by trying to repress and not to moderate or 
assimilate the expensive force of new ideas produced the explosion of 
1848.” 


(4) The Revolution of 1830 took place on account of the pro- 
Catholic policy of Charles X. During his reign. Catholics and priests 
exercised great influence in political matters. On the other hand the 
Revolution of 1848 was caused by the anti-Cathofic policy of Guizot. He 
started an anti-clerical university at Paris. It created discontentment 
among the Catholics who began to oppose him. 

(5) Charles X's uncompromising nature paved the way to the 
Revolution of 1830, while Louis Philippe's unpopularity gave birth to the 
Revolution of 1848. The number of his supporters was very slight. 
Guizot’s action and policy antagonized the people who became hostile to 
Philippe. To quote Hearnshaw— 

**No one had wanted him, few respected him, only a small middle 
class minority continued to support him.'* 

(6) The immediate cause of both the revolutions was different. 
The 1830 revolution started when Charles X issued four special 
ordinances while the revolution of 1848 took place when the govern¬ 
ment banned the Reform Banquet of February 22 and opened fire on 
the revolutionaries. 



262 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROP E 


(7) The Revolution of 1830 was bloodless , and it did not cause j 
any upheaval in the social order. On the contrary, the Revolution of j 
1848 was a bloody revolution and thousands of persons were Killed 

therein. . i 

(8) In 1830, a promise was made to broadbase the franchise but ‘ 
this promise was never fulfilled. In 1848. the franchise was actually j j 

enlarged. 

(9) The Revolution of 1830 led to the establishment of Consti¬ 
tutional monarchy in France but a Republic was set up after the Revo¬ 
lution of 1848. To quote Hayes — 

“The Revolution of 1848 was a marked progress over the July 
Revolution of 1830. The Revolution of 1848 as compared with 1830 was 
republican in spirit and national in character as opposed to monarchical 
and democratic Revolution of 1830.’* 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Comparison between the Revolotions of 1830 and 1848 

I 

1. Similarities—(1) Both were caused by the dhcontent among the people. 

(2) Both aimed at the-abolition of autocracy. (3) Both 'failed in their aims. (4) 

Both encouraged nationalism. (5) Both lacked unity and competent leadership. 

2. Dissimilarities—(1) The Revolution of 1830 was a middle class phenomenon 
but that of 1848 was a socialist revolution. (2) The Revolution of 1830 took 
place due to the arbitrary rule of Charles X but that of 1848 started on account of 
polit’cal and social unrest (3) The first emphasized the constitutional monarchy I 1 * 
but the second was national in character. (4) Pro-Catholic policy of Charles X 

and anti-clerical policy of Guizot. (5) Charles X was uncompromising while 
Louis Philippe was unpopular. (6) Difference in immediate cause. (7) Tne first 
was bloodless while the second one was bloody. (8) Franchise was not enlarged 
in 1830 but in 1848 it was enlarged. (9) Constitutional monarchy was established 
in 1830 but a Republic was set-up in 1848. 


The Second French Republic 1848-52 

Q. 7. Give a brief account of the Second Republic in 
France. 


Or 

What do you know about the chief events in France from 
1848 to 1852. 


Or 

Throw light on the new constitution given to France by 
Louis Napoleon in 1852 ? 

° r J- 

“The name of Bonaparte was a programme in itself.” 
Explain how it helped Louis Napoleon to rise to power ? 

Ans.—After the Revolution of 1848, Lamartine proclaimed a 
Republic in France on 24th February, 1848 from Hotel de Ville. To 
quote him — 
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“Royalty is abolished , the Republic is proclaimed . the people will 
exercise their political rights.*' 

On the other hand, the Socialists declared a Socialist Government 
based on democratic principles. Two types of governments could not 
work at a time. Soon the two groups struck a compromise and settled 
to set up a provisional government. After that. Constituent Assembly 
was established on the basis of manhood suffrage to formulate new 
Constitution for France An Interim Government was also'set up. The 
Constituent Assembly drafted a new constitution for Republican France. 
Accordingly, the election of the members of the Chamber of Deputies 
and the President were held. Napoleon III was elected as the Presi¬ 
dent. The new constitution was .enforced in November, 1848. The 
Republic came to an end in 1852 when Napoleon III declared himself 
an Emperor of France. The four year’s history of Republic witnessed 
a severe struggle between the Republicans and the Socialists for the 
acquisition of power. It was full of great upheaval and turmoil. Tc 
quote Hazen— 

. u The History of \he Republic was to be a very troubled one." 

I. Provisional Government —The Interim Government was 
composed of two opposed elements. The Republicans had majority 
in it and their leader was Lamartine. They favoured a Republican 
Government in France. The leader of the second group was Louis 
Blanc who was a strong champion of the abolition of monarchy like the 
Republicans. He wanted to go a step further and re-construct society 
on a new social pattern. Louis Blanc was of the opinion that every 
person should have the right to employment. To quote Hazen— 

“What he most desired was not a political change, but a thorough¬ 
going reconstruction of society in the interest of the largest and 
weakest class i.e., the poor , the wage-earners.** 

The mutual struggle between these two ideas and the internal 
dissensions between the two groups weakened the Interim Government. 
Lamartine headed this government and Louis Blanc was the Minister 
of Public Works. 

The efforts on the part of Blanc led to the passage of a bill 
according to w.iich it became the first and foremost duty and responsi¬ 
bility of the government to provide job for the labourers and to remove 
unemployment from the country. To achieve this aim, the Government 
opened national workshops. A labourer in this workshop got two 
Francs a day. The carpenters, blacksmiths, masons and cobblers etc. 
all began to work together in the workshops Tne aim of this new 
order was not to increase production but to provide work to the un-* 
employed labourers. As a result, the number of labourers increased to 
one lac. The condition of the working class deteriorated. A Commi¬ 
ssion under the chairmanship of Blanc was set up to devise ways 
to improve the lot of the workers and artisan*-. This Commissidn wa; 
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only to discuss the matters and make recommendaiions. It had no 
right to give a practical shape to its decisions. To quote Hazen— 

''The Commission was a mere debating society , a body to investi¬ 
gate economic questions and report to the government. It had no power 
of action or of putting its opinion into execution.'* 

Some writers are of the view that this plan was formulated only 
to defame Blanc. 

A lot of money was wasted in the execution of this plan which 
failed miserably for want of funds. Louis Blanc became unpopular. 
According to Hazen — 

“The workshops were excellent material for social agitations. 
This experiment wasted the noble money and led to a street war of the 
most appaling kind.'* 

The failure of this plan resulted in the decline of the influence 
and popularity of Blanc and Lamartine and gave a severe blow to the 
power of the Socialists in the Chamber of Deputies. 

2. The National Assembly—The Interim Government made 
arrangements for the election of the National Assembly on the basis of 
manhood suffrage. The elections were held on 23rd April, 1848. The 
Republicans gained overwhelming majority and the influence of the 
Socialists was reduced to nothing. A Committee was set-up to consider 
the problems of the labourers. According to the decisions of this 
committee, the national workshops were closed. The labourers were 
ordered either to join the army or to go tc the country to work on vari¬ 
ous projects of Public Works. The workmen refused to abide by this 
order, so many of them were exiled. 

A great discontentment spread among the workmen who were thrown 
out of employment. They launched a violent movement to 
uproot the government. They raised barricades and fortified their 
position in the streets of Paris. General Cavaignac was given dictato¬ 
rial power to put down this revolt with an iron hand. A severe fight 
continued constanly for four days from 23rd June to 26th June, 1848. 
Ultimately, the workmen had to surrender. Thousands of workmen 
were killed in this civil war. Their leaders were shot dead. A large 
number of labourers were imprisoned. Thousands were frightened 
who fled away to save their lives. Thus, this Socialist agitation was 
suppressed forcibly. The civil war proved suicidal to the influence of 
the Socialists and it weakened the republic to a great extent To quote 
H^zen— * 

“The Republic was immeasurably weakened by this dreadful fra¬ 
tricide strife. It was gravely wounded in the house of its friends." 

3. Framing the New Constitution—After crushing the revolt, 
the National Assembly set out to the task of drafting a new constitu¬ 
tion for the Second Republic in France. During the period between 
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the end of the civil war and the enforcement of the new constitution, 
the reins of the government remained in the hands of Cavaignac. The 
New Constitution was enforced on November 14, 1848. It established 
a Republic in France. Accordingly, the legislature was to consist of 
a single chamber composed of 750 members on the basis of universal 
manhood suffrage for a period of three years. The President was to 
be elected directly by the people for 4 years. He was not eligible for 
re-election. The elections took place according to the New Constitu¬ 
tion and the Royalists gained majority. It was really surprising that 
a Republic was set up in France when the influence of the Republicans 
was very slight. 

The election of the President was held on 19th December 1848. 
yThere were three persons in the field for this post. (1) Lendre 
Rolland (2) General Cavaignac and (3) Louis Napoleon. Louis 
Napoleon won the election. He was a man of ordinary intellect. 
However, the word Napoleon in his name was his main support. 
This word worked like a magic. To quote Hazen— 

' € His name was his only capital but it was sufficient. The word 
Napoleon was seen to be a marvellous vote-winner." 

His supporters used to propagate that “the name of Napoleon 
is a programme in itself.** They used to say that Louis Napoleon, 
a descendant of the Great Napoleon Bonaparte will enhance the prestige, 
power and glory of France like him because victory is inherent in the 
very word 'Napoleon*. 

The effect of the name Napoleon is clear from the words of a 
peasant at the time of voting— 

“How should I not vote for this gentleman, whose nose was frozen 
at Moscow ?’’ 

4. Louis Napoleon as President —Louis Napoleon won the 
election of the President because of the word Napoleon tagged behind 
his name. He got 54 lac votes while his two adversaries got 20 lac 
votes. He assumed the office of the President on 20th September, 1848 
and took oath to protect the Republic. He himself said — 

"My duty is clear. I will fufil it as a man of honour. I shall 
regard as enemies of the country all those who endeavour to change by 
illegal means that which France has established ". 

He abided by this oath for three years. Then he began to 
enhance his powers and popularity. He dismissed some old ministers 
and appointed new ones in their places. Many restrictions were 
imposed on the press. The Republican processors were removed from 
the universities. To enlist the support of the workmen, he made a plan 
of voluntary old age insurance. To appease the Roman Catholics he 
despatched French army to Rome which helped to restore Pope. So, 
under the garb of reforms and the oath, he began to make efforts to 
assume the sovereign power and become an autocrat. 
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In 1850, the Assembly passed a new electoral law that a voter 
can vote only if he had lived for 3 years in an electoral district. It 
defranchised about 30 lac workmen. Louis Napoleon opposed it 
tooth and nail. He wanted to seek a re-election. His supporters 
wanted that he should be elected for the 2nd term also. Louis 
Napoleon asked the Assemby to revise the Constitution. The Assembly, 
refused to oblige him and there started a tussle between the President 
and the Assembly. His supporters tabled a resolution that Louis 
Napoleon should be re-elected. Out of 716 members of the Assemby 
446 voted in his favour while 270 opposed the move. The resolution 
could not be passed because it was essential that 75% of the members 
should vote for it. When he failed in his attempt, he took recourse 
to use of force. On 2nd December, 1851 he dissolved the National 
Assembly and made a declaration for the new elections. So on 2nd 
December, 1851, the anniversary of the Battle of Austerlitz, he staged 
a coup d* etat and arrested his opponents while they were still lying in 
beds with the help of his troops. He also despatched troops to take 
hold of the Assembly hall. He had the posters pasted on the walls and 
made it clear to the people that he wanted to establish the same 
order as Napoleon Bonaparte did while he was the First Consul of 
France. In the posters, he declared — 

“ This system created by the First Consul at the beginning of the 
century , has already given to France repose and prosperity ; it will guaran¬ 
tee them to her again.'* 

A violent revolt broke out on 3rd December, 1851. Boulevards 
massacre took place on 4th December and it took toll of 150 persons. 
The revolt in Paris was also crushed. Louis Napoleon put thousands- 
of his adversaries behind the bars. Many of them were exiled. In this 
way, he put down all opposition and the Coup d* etat of 1851 was a 
complete success. Then he placed a resolution before the people 
and asked them to approve or disapprove it by saying ‘Yes’ or ‘No*. 
The resolution ran like this— 

“// is the aspiration of the people that Louis Napoleon should 
continue to adorn the office of the President and frame a new constitution 
for the country.'* 

The plebiscite was held on the basis of adult franchise 

74.39,216 voters voted for it while only 6,40,737 voted against the 

resolution. Thus Louis Napoleon became the President of France 

for 10 years, and was empowered to draft a new constitutions. To 
quote Hazen — 

‘ Louis Napoleon , therefore, took a leaf out of the biography of 
Napoleon /, and climbed to power carrying th r ough a coup d' etat , far 
more skilfully than his uncle had engineered that of the 19 th Brumaire .” 

By this coup d etat Louis Napoleon became all in all and a 
virtual ruler of France. Republic continued for one year more but, as a 

matter of fact, it had ended in 18;>1 and Louis Napoleon was not a.' 
President but an arbitrary King. 
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5. New Constitution of 1852— The new constitution was 
promulgated on 14th February, 1852. Its main provisions were as¬ 
under : — 

(1) The President was to be the executive head and his term 
was extended to 10 years. He was given the power to sanction all 
laws and decrees* 

(2) The Ministers were to be appointed by the President and 
they were to be responsible to him alone. 

(3) The Legislature was to consist of three houses : — 

(i) Council of State—The President was empowered to nominate 
the members of the Council of State. Its main function was to draft 
legislation for the consideration of the legislature. 

(/i) The Legislative Assembly—It was to consist of 250 members 
elected on the basis of adult franchise. It was to deliberate over the 
legislation drafted by the Council of State and send them to the Senate 
after its approval or disapproval. 

(///) The Senate—Its members were to be nominated by the 
President for life. It was empowered to deliberate over the bills sub¬ 
mitted by the Legislative Assemly, to put new resolutions and to inter¬ 
pret the constitution. 

In support of this Constitution, it has been said— 

“/f is the only constitution adopted to the social and administrative 
institutions of modern France and c alula ted to secure the liberties of 
France and the maintenance of the Napoleonic principles. 

6. Criticism of the Constitution 

/ 

(1) All the powers of the state were centralized in the President. 
He became the architect of the destiny of the French nation. 

(2) The new constitution was quite contrary to the democratic 
principles The ministers were appointed by the Presideat and they 
were not responsible to the Legislative Assembly. 

(3) The President fully controlled the Council of State and the 
Senate because their members were nominated by him. 

(4) The rights of Legislative Assembly were nominal. It was 
elected on democratic basis but it could not pass laws. It had no 
power of initiating any legislation. It could neither propose any 
legislation nor pass any law which was opposed to the will of the 
President It could not deliberate over the measures brought before 
it Only the Senate had the right to pass the laws. But it was 
dominated by the President, so we see that the elected Legislative 
Assembly was utterly subservient to the President. Thus, the laws 
were passed or rejected according to the will of the President. 

(5) The New Constitution became a tool in the hands of Louis 
Napoleon towards establishment of his despotic rule in France. He 
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did succeed in his designs and became an absolute ruler and dictator 
in France. 

. 7 , Louis Napoleon became the Emperor of France-Louis 

i Napoleon became the President of France for 10 years, still he was no 
i satisfied. He was ambitious like Napoleon Bonaparte and aspired to 
• become the Emperor. He put his effigy on the coins. He toured tne 
; whole country in October, 1851 to establish contacts with the people. 

. He delivered speeches to enlist their support and win their sympathies 
and become popular among them. He disclosed his desire of becoming 
an Emperor before the Senate. The members of the Senate were under 
his thrush because they were nominated by him. One of them tabled 
a resolution that the President should adorn the throne of France as an 
Emperor because it is the will of the people of France. 

This resolution was passed by the Senate. A plebiscite was held 
to ascertain the approval or disapproval of the people About 78 
lac voters approved it while about 3 lac voters opposed the resolution. 
This resoultion was carried by overwhelming majority and, accordingly, 
Louis Napoleon became the hereditary Emperor of France on 2nd 
December. 1852 under the name of Napoleon ill. In this uay, the 
Second Republic was transformed into the Second Emperor without 
any difficulty and obstacle. To quote Grant and Temperley — 

“77ie proposal that the hereditary empire should be conferred on 
him came from the obsequious Senate. It was submitted to plebiscite 
and 7,824,000 were returned as saying ‘ Yes' while only 253.000 said'No'. 
Louis Napoleon reigped at once as the Emperor Napoleon III ” 

8. Causes of the Failure of the Second Republic — 

(1) The villagers in France regarded Napoleon as their national 
Hero and National Leader. They worshipped him like a God. The 
word ‘Napoleon* which tagged after the name of Louis Napoleon had 
magical efTect on them and they became his supporters. The people 
thought that nephew will win same laurels as were won by his unde. 

(2) The middle class people also favoured monarchy because they 
realized that socialistic or democratic government will be harmful for 
them. Hence, they also lent their support to Louis Napoleon to 
become the Emperor. 

(3) Most of the people in France loved old institutions and tradi- 
tions. They had a spec ’ attachment to the institution of Emperor. 
Hence, they voted for Lv .s Napoleon when the plebiscite was held. 

(4) The Catho. ics of France had no faith in a Republic. They were 
opposed to the republican form of government and championed the 
cause of meStarchy. 

(5) According to the new constitution, the legislature was sub¬ 
servient to Louis Napoleon. He had full control over it. So, he easily 
succeeded in getting the resolution passed that the- President should 
rule over France as an Emperor. 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 


The Second Republic in France 1848-52— Second Republic was set up in 1848 : 
Rift am ng Socialists and Republicans ; crapromise between the two to 
establish the inlerim goverement. 

1. The Provisional Government —National workshops for workmen : inciease 
in fheir membership ; wastage of national wealth : failure of tbc commission 
under the leadership of Blanc. Majority of the Republicans in the 
National Assembly after the election. 


2 . 

3. 



5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 


The National Assembly—(1) Majority of Republicans. (2) National 
workshops closed. (Revolt by the workmen. (4) Revolt crushed by the 
government. 


Framing of Constitution— (1) Elections according to the new constitution (2) 

Majority of the royalists (3) Election of the President on 19th December, 
1848. (4) Louis Napoleon won thi election by taking advantage of the word 

Napoleon. 


Louis Napoleon as President— (1) Took oath to protect the Republic. 

(2) Appointed new ministers, (ij Restrictions on Press. (4 ) Removed 
Republican Teachers. (5; Old-age insurance scheme for workmen. (6) 
Helped to restore the Pope. (7) Coup d' etat and its success : 

Constitution of 18S2-(1) President's term of 10 years : (2; President 

had the right to appoint minisieis ; (3) Three Houses of the legislature 

to Irame laws—Council of State, the Legislative Assembly and the Senate. 

Criticism of the Constitution —fl) President all in all; (2) Opposed to 
democracy * (3) Presideut controlled the legislature : (4) Legislative 
As“mWy y had nominal power : (5) Arbitrary rule of Lou-s Napoleon. 

Louis Napoleon became the Emperor-(l) Louis Napoleon aspired to 
become the Lmperor (2) Tour of the countrv A resolution passed in Senate 

(3) Us approval by the people through Plebiscite: (4) Lou.s Napoleon 
became Empe^r Napoleon III on 3nd December. 1852. 

Parses of the Failure of the Second Republic-(l) Support of the people 
Louis Napoleon’s control over the Lcg'gUturc. 


The Second French Empire, 1052-1870 

The Second Republic of France was transformed into. the Second 
Empire in 1852 and the sovereign pow ; >r of ft-jwte pa.sed into the 
hands of Lou.s Napoleon. Louis Napoleon w ^ b° n in * an, ' 
1808. He was the son of Lou.s Bonaparte who was brother ot 

Napoleon Bonaparte When Napoleon * as shelter 

of Waterloo, the rest of .he members of h.s family tadto 1 h* shelter 

in Italy. Lou.s Napoleon got h.s education there. He got a. change to 

work with the patriots of Italy. Then he spe 7 „ kj inoleon 

land and Germany. He was the staunch support.sJ of Nape>leon 
and his ideals. After the death of Na p o 1 eonss o n theBnapart, 
took him as his successor and made efforts to mstal him on the tl.ron 

of France. , 

He raised a violent revolt in 11836 at Strassburg dur.ngtfreign 

of Louis Philippe because he aspired to dislodge h' m r0 ™ f uge in 
Ixmis Philippe crushed this revolt and he had to seek retug 

America. When Napoleon’s remains were brought ™ le : 

he again raised a standard of revolt but he faded miserably and wa 
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- He escaoed from the prison and fled away to England, 

imprisoned. H England, he worked as a policeman 

?, U Sloar Sauare DarTng the Revolution of 1848, he returned to 
France @ He offered his services to the Second Republic of France “ 
•was elected as the member of the National Assembly. In December, 
i o a o he was elected as the President of the Republic. In 
became the Emperor by putting an end to the Republic and thereby 

he established the Second Empire in . ranee. 


Napoleon III 

ct8 . Describe briefly the reign of Napoleon III with special 
reference to his home and foreign policy. (V. Imp.) 

Or 

Give a brief and critical account of the home and foreign 
policy of Napoleon III. (D.U. 1962,65) 

Or 

“The Empire is Peace,” was the motto of Napoleon III. How 
did he live upto it 1 (D. U. 1961) 

Or 

How far is it correct to say that the Second Empire of France 
was a liberal empire ? 

Ans. At the time of his accession, Napoleon Ill’s position was 
was not stable. His opponents were still active to restore the rule of 
the Orleans Dynasty. The Republicans were also hostile to him. Like 
Napoleon Bonaparte, he wanted to be a benevolent dictator. 
In order to wield despotic powers and win the support of 
people he wanted to establish peace, carry out measures 
for the material welfare of his subjects and the wage wars with foreign 
powers. His home and foreign policy was based on the achievement 
of this obiective. 

I. Home Policy—It can be divided into two periods (i) From 
1852 td 1860, a period of unlimited autocracy and (ii) 1860-70 when 
he tried to establish a liberal empire. 

(a) Home Policy from 1852 to I860—During this period, he 
.adopted both progressive and repressive measures to strengthen and 
stabilize his position. He clarified his policy in the following words :— 

"In a spirit of distrust people say: The empire is war but Isay , 
the Empire is peace. I confess, however, that I . like the Emperor , have ' 
many conquests to make . I wish, like him to win and to reconcile the 
hostile parties .” 

He took many steps for the welfare of the people and the eco¬ 
nomic prosperity of the country. 
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(1) Progress in Industry and Trade —After restoring peace and 
social order, he made efforts to promote trade and industry. Many 
factories and industrial guilds were established to encourage industry. 
Means of communication were improved. He constructed railways, 
roads, canals, harbours etc. Post and telegraph system was extended 
and Saving Banks were also set-up. Two central banks known as 
^Credit Fonder* and ‘Credit Mebillier* were also opened. Maritime 
commerce was also encouraged. The General Trans-Atlantic Com¬ 
pany was established to carry on trade with America and Algeria. 
In order to exhibit the progress of France in industrial and commer¬ 
cial field before the foreign countries, he organized a grand exhibi¬ 
tion ia Paris. He entered into a commercial treaty with England. 
Credit Societies were set-up to promote arts and crafts and to give 
loans on easy terms to the traders. Tariffs were reduced to encourage 

the Free Trade. 

(2) Progress in Agricurure— To improve agriculture, he made 
arrangements to construct good roads, machines and fertilizers to the 
peasants. Co-operate societies were set up to help the farmers. 
Animal exhibitions, agricultural universities and agricultural con¬ 
ferences were organised for the encouragement of agriculture. Marshes 
and drained land were brought under cultivation. Special efforts 
were made for the improvement of forests and mines. The progressjn 
the field of trade, industry and agriculture led to economic prosperity in 

France. To quote Southgate— 


'•The reign of Napoleon III was a period of material prosperity for 
prance.'* 

(3) Work of Labour Welfare-Hc carried out many measures 

to enlist the sympathies of the workmen. To save the labourers from 

the tyrannies of the capitalists, they were given the right to strike peace¬ 
fully and to form trade unions. Conciliation Board was set up to settle 
Ihe disDUtes between the workers and the capitalists. National festivals 
were declared pdd holidays for the workmen. The Convalescent Homes 
were opened to enable the labourers to recoup their health and encr- 
f Arranpements w re made to give them remuneration in case of acci- 

£ntt A scheme was formulated for insurance against old age. The 

t honrers were allowed to form co-operative societies for collective buy- 
labourer we mnld also set up co-operative societies to get 

! ng ^Materrfit v^entre^were^stabl ished for the welfare of women 
!°„d childreT. Orphans* were opened for the orphans fade hospitals 
and asylums were founded for the poor 

(4 > . -te Si 

neat andclean c.ty. He took various steps to enhance the splendour 
and grandeur of Paris. 

. D ». i n nr drr to gain the support of the Catholics, 
he cha 5 mJSThe °ca2e of Catholicism. He recognised the Catholic 
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Church and granted state patronge to it. He despatched troops in 
Rome to restore Pope. He helped Catholics to increase their influence 
in the universities and other educational institutions. In tins way, the 
Church regained control over education. 

(6) Suppression of Political Liberty — There is no doubt that Na¬ 
poleon III took various steps for the welfare of the people of France 
but he behaved like an autocrat and a despotic ruler. He suppressed 
the individual liberty and attached no importance to manhood suffrage. 
His government appeared democratic but in actual practice his was an 
arbitrary rule. The electoral machinery was rigorously controlled by 
the government. The elections were, however, not free. The official 
candidates were helped by the government and their expenses were 
borne by it while the other candidates had to bear their expenses. 
Every candidate had to take oath of loyalty to the king. Any political 
offender could be imprisoned or exiled wi-hout any trial. The Coun¬ 
cil ot State, the Legislative Assembly and the Senate were completely 
controlled by the emperor. The ministers were appointed and dismi¬ 
ssed by the emperor. They were responsible to him. In short, the 
machinery of government was under his control. 

The activities of the teachers and the students were watched 
strictly. They had to take an oath of loyalty to the government. 
Teachers in the universities worked under the strict supervision oF 
the ministers and it was absolutely essential for them to obey their 
elders only those subjects approved by the government were taught in 
the educational institutions. 

The press was controlled by the government. The journalists were 
appointed and dismissed by the Home Minister. Only the newspapers,, 
friendly to the government, were altovcd to be printed. Books 
and newspapers hostile to the government were banned. The govern¬ 
ment could also ban processions and meetings. With the help of Ger¬ 
man Security Act of 1858, he crushed the opposition of the Republicans 
and the Socialists. A net-work of sp:es was spread throughout the 
country. The police system was also made more efficient. 

From the above description, it is obvious that Napoleon did prais- 
worthy work to establish peace and order as also towards the pro¬ 
motion of agriculture, trade and industry. But people had to pay a 
heavy price for it and they were deprived of their political liberty. 

Hazen has rightly said that his empire was repressive and 
progressive. To quote Prof. Hazen — 

" Thus in an air of general prosperity of economic expansion , of 
multifarious activity , men fo got their loss of liberty and even the great 
famines, great floods , and important business failures occurred during 
this period did not produce the usual unrest 

(b) Home Policy Fror* I860 to 1870-Upto 1860 Napoleoa 
established law and order and promoted works of public utility and. 
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r’Si.i's siLTj’ g-.y „ „» »•w .o 

(ully aware of the fact that he could not derive alHhr* Bu . t r® 
l .e times. His policy towards ItaJy antagonized the <Lthn\%° P } C J OT aI1 
* he commerciaJ treaty with England nrov^H h Ca r th I oI,cs °f France. 

great fall In the national 5*“ 

t- '-ame hostile to him. So he am-nded *’ T , tradcrs also 

^ id, in order to gain the support of the Liberal” pT' 10 )? l 86 . 0 

Jore liberal and introduced many liberal reforms. ' V> nlade *t 

The Senate and the Legislative Assembly were emDowered tr. h i a 
hscussion on the annual address of the Emoernr tAth.i •. 1 ho,d 

o accept or reject it. Parliamentary debateT^e pub^ishel'tiT^ a “ d 

jeople in touch with what happened in the legislature. h d keep the 

The Republicans gained majority in the elections held in 1861 
(heir leaders Simon, Thiers and Ferry began to ODDOse thVV^l 863 ' 
Restrictions on the press were waved off Freedom nf 
writing was restored. Right to hold meetings was granted t o ^ 

After 1866, the ministers were to sit in the iegislature t^e Eft 
debates and answer questions put to them. 8 ’ taJce part ,n 

Ollivier formed the ministry after the general elections of 1869 

I,s ministry was responsible to the legislature and not to the king' 

he public finance was also brought under the control of the leeisUt' .5' 
To quote Ollivcr— ^5«aiaiurc, 

m ° St tmly l,beral constitution which France has enjo - 


\ 

Many reforms were carried out in 1869. The administration 
was decentralized and local self-government was established in the 

* to vinces. Members of various Councils were elected by Lite people 
run ary education was made compulsory and free. Saving Banks were 

nvned in the country-side. Child labour was forbidden in the factories 
reforms were gladly approved by the people. In his speech on 

* at November, 1869, he said— 


“France evidently desires liberty but liberty united with order. It • 
•ill answer for order; assist me genltemen , to save liberty 

prepared an elaborate scheme of reforms but he could not 
because he was defeated and imprisoned after the Battle of 
1870. 

Foreign policy of Napoleon III— Napoleon III was a man 

pjuce and lacked the qualities of a successful general. But he 
rnted to follow in the foot-steps of Napoleon Bonaparte and 
ke France the most powerful and prosperous country in Europe, 
s Foreign Policy can be divided into two periods—(i) From 1852- 
60, when he succeeded and (ii) From 1860 to 1870 when his Foreign 
.£•' failed miserably and led to his downfall. 
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(a) Foreign Policy from 1852 to I860— Napoleon in was eager 
to enhance the international glory and prestige of France*.. He panted 
to impress ‘ the people and become popular among them. To achieve 
his objectives, he had to follow a vigorous foreign policy and wage wars 
unnecessarily. In his speech, he himself remarked— , 4 

“My wish is to deal in the great things, for striking the imagination 
of my countrymen Your inheritance is glory , not war 

(1) Napoleon III and Pope— Napoleon III was very anxious to 
win the support of Catholics to strengthen his power. Pope of Rome 
had been deposed and a Republic had been established there. 
Napoleon III despatched his troops and succeeded in restoring Pope 
in Rome. 

(2) The Crimean War —The relation between Czar Napoleon J of 
Russia and Napoleon III were far from cordial. So Napoleon III joined 
England and Turkey in the Crimean War against Russia. Russia 
was defeated and the war came to a close after the Treaty of Paris 
in 1856. It was a personal triumph, of Napoleon III He humbled 
Czar, avenged the old defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte and checked the 
Russian fluence in the Black Sea. France had to spend crores of rupees 
and 75,000 French Soldiers were killed in this war But it enhanced 
the international glory of France and stabilized the position of Napoleon 
III at home. To quote Hazen— 

“In 1856, Napoleon III was the zenith of his power. The empire 
had bee n recognized by all other states of Europe. He was supposed to 
have the best army in Europe , and he was honoured in the face of all the 
world." 

(3) Napoleon and Rumania —By the Treaty of Paris of 1856, 
Napoleon not only checked the designs of Russia in Middle East but 
also helped Maldavia and Wallachia to gain autonomy. Later on, 
these two Turkish provinces were ul t-'-d together and an independent 
kingdom of Rumania came into existence. 

(4) Napoleon and Italy—In 1859, the patriots and nationlists 
of Italy launched a moven nt against the Austrian domination in Italy 
under the leadership of >.ne king of Sardinia. The Prime Minister of 
Italy, Cavour, slight Napoleon's help and promised to give him the 
provinces o! Sa\oy and Nice in return. Napoleon despatched 200,000 
French troops. The Austrian army was defeated. But, after this 
success, Napoleon made an armistice with Austria because he feared 
that a powerful Sardinia might prove dangerous to France. But, 
according to his agreement with Napoleon, Cavour had handed over 
Savoy and Nice to him and annexed some parts of Italy to Sardinia 
and in this way he paved the way for the unification of Italy. 
Napoleon’s policy in Italy was fluctuating. Still, he gained the 
provinces of Savoy and Nice and added to the international prestige of 
France. His policy in Italy did not prove useful for France. 
Russia was her enemy and his policy in Italy antagonized 
Austria also. England lost all faith in her. The Italian intervention 
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weakened his position in France also because Catholics and Liberals 
became his opponents. ... 


Napoleon and China —In 1860, the combined armies of England 
and France attacked China. They inflicted a defeat on the Emperor 
4>f China and forced him to sign the treaty of Tientsin. According to 
this treaty, the harbours of China were thrown open to Christian 
missionaries and European traders. 


(b) Foreign Policy from 1860 to 1870— In order to win the sup¬ 
port of the Liberal party and divert the attention of his critics at home, 
he followed a glorious and vigorous foreign policy and supported 
nationalism in European countries. As a result, he had to face many 
international problems and his foreign policy proved an utter failure. 
This led to the fall of Napoleon and the end of Second Empire in 
France. It gave a severe blow to the international fame of France. To 
quote Hazen— 


“He adopted a showy aud risky policy whose consequences were to 
prove embarassing and ultimately ruinous." 

{Vr^roblem of Mexico — Foreign domination in Mexico came to 
end in 1823 but she was under the financial obligation of Spain, 
England and France. In 1861, a Republic was set-up in Mexico with 
Jaurez as the President. The government of Mexico repudiated the 
public debts of these countries. They sent their armies against Mexico 
-*and seized its custom houses. 


President Jaurez was frightened and he settled the outstanding 
financial dispute. At.this, Spain and England withdrew fheir forces 
but France retained her army there. She wanted to intervene in the 
internal affairs of Mexico to win th^ support of Catholics at home to 
glorify the Empire, to establish colonial empire in the New World and 
gain valuable commercial advantages for France.' The French troops 
invaded and captured Mexico. Jaurez fled away. Napoleon dec’ared 
Maximillian, the brother of Austrian Emperor, as the king of Mexico 
Jn 1864. The Republicans of Mexico raised a standard of revolt in 
1865. They were helped by the American President. The French 
army was defeated at Peubla and it had to vacate Mexico in 1866. 
Maximillian was seized and assasinated. Jaurez again became the 
President. 

The Mexico War was as disastrous for Napoleon III as the 
Spanish War had been for Napoleon Bonaparte. France had to sulfer 
in men and money. According to Sougthgate— 

“ Napoleon's reputation suffered severely from this adventure. He 
*had wasted men and money , he had deserted a man whom he had p omised 
to support. His pre-occupation in the new world had pvevented him for a 
time from taking a prominent part in European affairs .” 

(2)^ —EfoBlem of Poland Poland was under Russian domination. 
The nationalists in Poland wanted to liberate their country. So they 
revolted against Russia in 1863. Napoleon and Catholics of France 
supported the nationalists. But* when Russia took military action* 
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he remained passive for fear of Austrian and Prussian intervention. 
As a result, Russia crushed the revolt ruthlessly. His weak policy est¬ 
ranged Russia and the Catholics and the Liberals of France were also 

dissatisfied. 

(2) Austro-Prussian War and Napoleon —The Chancellor oW 
Prussia Bismarck, wanted to unify Germany. He annexed two Danish, 
provinces of Schleswig and Holstein. So. war started between Aus na 
and Prussia in 1866. Bismarck met Napoleon and secured neutrality 
bv promising to cede some territory on the bank of Rhine. Napoleon 
accepted it gladly because he was desirous of extending the boundaries 
of his empire upto Rhine. At the same time, he thought that the war 
between Austria and Prussia would weaken both the countries and he 
would be in a position to intervene effectively and extract more favour* 
able terms for France. Bismarck inflicted a crushing defeate on Austria 
at Sadowa and his influence in Germany was completely eliminated. 


This victory upset all his plans. It was a challenge to France 
and a danger to her security. Prussia became a powerful country and 
it upset the balance of power in Europe. His weak and timid policy 
was criticized by all in France. Theirs remarked in the Nationa t 

Assembly — 


“It was France , who was defeated at Sadowa 

Had Napoleon intervened and succeeded in bringing about a. * 
compromise between the two countries, he wou'd have become the 
master of the situation, enhanced the prestige of France and hampered 
the unification of Germany. Without having fought, they were 
oppressed by the sensation of defeat. His foreign policy proved fatal 
to the international position and influence of France. 

(4) Prussia and France — After her victory against Austria, 
Prussia became a more powerful country of Europe. Bismarck out¬ 
witted Napoleon and now he started preparations for war with France. 
Bismarck waged war against France in 1870. Napoleon had to fight 
without proper military preparations. He was defeated in the Battle 
of Sedan and imprisoned. His decline brought about the end of the 
Secord Empire and led to the establishment of Third Republic in 
France. According to Hazen- 


*‘Thc war was destined to prove the most disastrous in the history 
of France .” 


(c) French Colonics Abroad —Napoleon III established French^J 
colonics abroad and extended the colonial empire of France. He esta¬ 
blished a French colony in the island of New Calodonia in Atlantic 
Ocean in 1853. In 1857, he occupied Algiers. He annexed Cochin- 
China to French Empire in 1858. In 1860, he gained valuable trade 
concessions from the Emperor of China and succeeded in establishing 
his monopoly in the China Sea. Mexico expedition was undertaken 
in 1862, with the same object in view. He captured Cambodia situated 
in East Asia in 1863 and annexed her to his empire. 
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defeats at the hands of Bismarck discredited him both at home and*' 
abroad. His misadventure in Mexico and his vacillating and uncertain- 
policy in Poland proved detrimental to the interests and international 
fame and honour of France. The failure of his foreign policy created 
great unrest in France. He tried to appease his critics by granting them* 
more concessions and by liberalizing his government. 

He declared to set up a responsible government in the country. Hen 
announced that the ministers would be selected from the members of 
Legislative Assembly and would be responsible to it. Legislative 
Assembly was empowered to initiate legislation and control the finances 
of the state. The Senate was given the same status as the House of 
Lords enjoyed in England. Press censorship was further relaxed. 
He promised that elections would be fair and free and the expenses 
of the official candidates would be borne by the candidates themselves 
and not by the government. After the general elections of 1869, Olivier 
was asked to form the ministry. A new constitutioh was drawn up 
according to the reforms mentioned above and it was approved by the 
people after a plebiscite in 1870. It was considered a triumph for 
Napoleon and it strengthend his position besides making his rule more- 
liberal. But a war broke out between France and Prussia in 1870 and 
napoieon was defeated and taken prisoner. As a result of his fall, the 
scheme for reforms remained on papers and it could not be executed. 
In fact, all his reforms were a mere show-work, an attempt to disguise- 
his self-motive of holding power. 

Napoleon Ill’s Home and Foreign Policy 1. Home Policy— 

(a) From 1852 to 1860—< 1) Eocouraged trade ar.d industry (2) Improve¬ 
ment in agriculture : (3; Works of welfare; (4) BeautifiC-ition of Paris (5>- 

Rehgicus policy ; (6) Suppression of Political Liberty. 

(b) From 1860 to 1870—It was more liberal during this period. (O' 
Legislature was empowered to deliberate over emperor's annual speech. (3)* 
Parliamentary reports were published. (3) Freedom of Press. . (4 Ministers to 
sit in legislature. (5) Olliver’s Ministry In 1869. A scheme for liberal.reforms and 
new constitution but it could not be enforced due to the fall of Napoleon. 

2 Foreign Policy : 

(e) From j852 to 1860—(1) Napoleon helped to restore Pope. '-) Crimean 
War. (3) Napoleon and Rumania. (4) Napoleon and Italy. (5) Napoleon and 
China. 

(b) From 1860 to 1870— (1) Problem of Mexico, (2) Problem of Poland. (3)» 
Anstro-Prussian was and Napoleon ; (4) Prussia and France. 

3. French Colonies Abroad. 

4. Was the Second Empire Liberal ? 

Outwardly it was, but internally it was not so. 

Franco-Prussian War, 1870-71 

Q. 9. What do you know about the causes, events and" 
results of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 ? (D.tJ. 1964) Imp. 

I. Causes of the War —The following causes led. to the war bet¬ 
ween France and Prussia in 1874 : — 
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was deadly opposed to the unification of Germany. To Bismarck and 
his military friends, it was clear that they could not r ^ kon °" com P let ‘ 

ing the half finished fabric of German unity without a violent clash 


with France. 

Bismarck had complete knowledge about the weakness of the 
military strength of France. He wanted to exploit it for the purpose 
of unification of Germany at the earliest. Napoleon could not tolerate 
his designs. So. there was no alternative but'war under these circum¬ 


stances. 


(5) Napoleon demanded some territory on the Bank of Rhine-Be¬ 
fore the Austro-Prussian War of 18*6, Bismarck met Napoleon III at 
-Bearritz in 1865 atone and secured his neutrality in case of war between 

Austria and Prussia on the vague and verbal promise of allowing him 

to annex some territories on the bank of Rhine. Nothing was committ¬ 
ed on paper. Napoleon remained neutral during the war and Prussia 
defeated Austria and Sadowa. After the war was over, Napoleon asked 
Bismarck to fulfil his promise. Bismarck was a pastmaster in diplomacy. 
He outwitted Napoleon and refused to cede even an inch of Rhine¬ 
land. Bismarck excited the ruler of Bavaria against Napoleon by* tell¬ 
ing him Napoleon's intention to grab Bavaria. As a result, the 
southern states of Germany, such as Baden, Hesse and Wurtemfcerg 
began to suspect Napoleon’s designs and lost all faith in him. 

(6) Diplomacy of Bismarck— If Napoleon was very ambitious, 
Bismarck was a shrewd diplomat. Napoleon wanted to annex Belgium 
but Czar opposed it and flouted his designs. Bismarck revealed the 
French designs to England who began to distrust Napoleon’s intentions. 
By tb’s act of diplomacy, Bismarck created bad blood between England 
and France. Napoleon also wanted to buy the province of Luxemberg 
from the ruler of Holland but Bismarck stood in his way. Bismarck 
made an alliance with Russia and secured the neutrality of Italy 
also. In this way, by his clever diplomatic moves, Bismarck succeeded 
in isolating France from other European countries and gave a blow to 
his designs. It created bitter enmity between the two and the war bet¬ 
ween these two countries looked imminent. 


(7) Re-organisation of Military Power —Aftei the creation of 
North German confederation, Bismarck increased his army and orga¬ 
nized it on the Prussian model. The extra-ordinary increase in her 
military strength a’armed France who felt a danger to her security. 


(8) Immediate Cause —The problem of Spanish succession was 
the immediate cause of the war. The people of Spain raised a standard 
of revolt against the arbitrary, unpopular and inefficient rule of their 
queen Isabella. She could not face the rebels and fled away to France. 

Tne Spaniards offered the crown to Prince Leopold of Hohenzollem, 
the cousin of the king of Prussia. Bismarck also favoured it because 
he wanted to get more political and commercial concessions. This 
offer was declined by Leopold because Napoleon III opposed it tooth 
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and nail. Bismarck was infuriated because he wanted to wage a war 
against France. The French ministry asked the king of Prussia to pro¬ 
mise that no descendant of Hohenzollern dynasty wo^d be offered the 
crown of Spain. The French Ambassador Benedetti placed this demand 

before the Prussian King as desired by his government and sought a 

guarantee from him that the candidature of Leopold would not be rene¬ 
wed. The Prussian king refused to give any assurance. Bismarck, who 
was in favour of a war, thought it a good chance to provoke the people 
of both the countries. He published the report of interview between the 
King and the French Ambassador in such a way that he provoked the 
French people and the Prussian alike. To quote Bismarck— 

"If Ido this , it will have the effect of red rag on the Gallic bull .” / 

It produced the desired effect. The passions in both the countries 
ran high and the newspapers added fuel to the fire. The French 
thought that their Ambsasador had been insulted while the Prussians 
said that their king had been insulted. This worsened the situation 
and war between the two countries became im ninent and inevitable. 


Napoleon III was not in favour of a war because he knew that 
French army was ill-organized, ill-equipped and ou'-numbered by the 
Prussians. But he had to yield to the pressure of his Ministers and the 
French Public and he declared war against Prussia on 15th July, 1870. 


2. Events— Prussia also declared war and the South German 
States joined Prussia against France because they were aware of 
Napoleon’s intention to annex Rhinish provinces. Napoleon was 
determined to give a grim fight to the enemy and declared 

"We shall not yield an inch of French soil nor a stone of French 
fortresses” 

But France under-estimated the strength of Prussia. French troops 
were out-numbered by Prussia and the French army was no match 
for the Prussian army which was better equipped and better trained. 
French generals were inefficient as compared to the Prussian generals. 

Hazen has compared the two armies in these words — 

“The French army was poorly equipped and was for inferior in 
number and in the ability of its commanders to the Prussian army.” 

The Prussians gained very swift victories. The French had to 
face many heavy odds and many of their towns were captured by the 
enemy. The Prussian Prince defeated the French army and seized 
Alsace and Lorraine. They besieged the fort of Metz which was under 
the command of French general Bazaine. Napoleon led an army 
towards Metz to help Bazaine. He was, however, defeated badly at 
Sedan and was forced to surrender 100,000 men. He was soon 
imprisoned. 

In his message of 3rd September, he said— 

“ The army has been defeated and is captive . I myself am pri¬ 
soner.'' 
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With bis defeat and surrender, their empire also fell and there was 
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and tne people of Pans suffered miserably for want of food. Panic and 
severe cold added to their difficulties. 


Hazen has given a graphic description of the sufferings of the 
people of Paris in these words :— 

“Famine started the Parisians in the face. After November 20, 
there was no more beef or lamb to be had, after December 15 only thirty 
grams of horse-meat a day per person, which, moreover , cost about 2 
dollars and half a pound, after January 15 the amount of bread , a wret¬ 
ched stuff, was reached to 300 grams. People ate anything they could 
get, dogs, cats, rats. The market price for rats was2 Francs a piece 
By the 3 \st of January, there would be nothing left to eat Additional 
suffering arouse from the fact that the winter was one of Che coldest on 
record” 


As a result of this, Paris surrendered on 28th February, 1871 and 
France sued for peace. 


Treaty of Frankfurt —After a long negotiation, the terms of the 
peace were settled and Treaty of Frankfurt was signed on May 20, 
1871. The terms of this treaty were made strict intentionally 


(1) France had to cede Alsace and Lorraine to Prussia. 

(2) A war-indemnity ammounting to 5,000,000,000 Francs was 
imposed on France and she had pay to it within three years. 

(3) An occupation army was kept in France and it was to stay 

there till she paid the war-indemnity. To quote Hazen — 

^ The Treaty of Frankfurt remained the open sore of Europe aftet 
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3. Result* of the End of the Second Entpne m 

France -Napoleon HI was defeated on 1st September, 1870,*“ 
was taken prisoner along with 1 00.000 men. The ne , ws ° f ,^ s .. s e ur ^” d ' r f 
was received in Frr .ce on 3rd September. According to th * of 
the land, no imprisoned king could act as a ruler. To quote Thiers- 


“There was a vacancy of power .” 

With the fall of Napoleon, the empire also collapsed and a Repu- 

blic was set up in France again. 

(2) Republic in France —The session of the National Assembly 
was called after the decline of the Emperor. The mob of Pans surroun¬ 
ded the Assembly Hall and raised the slogans— 

“Down with the Empire ! Long live the Republic ! 

• 

The Republican leaders, Gambetta, Karve and Ferry declared a 
Republic in France from the Hotel-de-Ville. After the Treaty of 
Frankfurt, the National Assembly shifted the capital from Paris to 
Versailles. At that time, the Royalists had majority in the Assembly. 
Their move of shifting the capital was suspected by the Republicans. 
They opposed it with full force. A severe civil war broke out in France 
as a result of the enmity of these two political parties. It continued 
for six weeks and came to an end after a great bloodshed. The Third 
Republic was established in France on 31st August, 1871, and Thiers 
became its President. 


(3) Unification of Germany —This war paved the way for the 
inification of Germany. During the Austro^Prussian War of 1866, 
Prussia inflicted a crushing defeat on Austria. After this victory 
3ismarck brought about the merger of Northern State' and established 
he North German Confederation. The Southern States did not join 
t. Bismarck was desirous of establishing a united Germany. During 
his war, the Southern States stood by Bismarck and after the victory 
hey agreed to join the Confederation of North German States. As a 
esult, the united German Empire was proclaimed on 18th January, 
871 in the Hall of Mirror of Versailles and King William I of Prussia 
vas declared as the Emperor. 

“There, surrounded by sovereigns , generals aud soldiers . Bismarck 
ead the imperial decree which sealed the first part of his life-work and 
he Grand Duke of Baden led the loud cheers for King William I of 
'rusua, now by the Grace of God and the will of his fellow princes , 

*erman Emperor." 

(4) Power of Prussia increased— The Treaty of Frankfurt was 
etrimental to France but it added greatly to the power and the 
restige of Prussia. Prussia became a first-rate power in Europe, 
he captured the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, and seized the 
>rts of Metz and Strasbutg and got a huge sum as war indemnity, 
le could maintain a large army at the expense of France. To quote 
etelbey— 
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“The Franco-German War made Germany the mistress of Europe • 
and Bismarck the master of Germany.” 

(5) Unfication of J/a/y—Another significant result of the Franco- 
Prussia War was that it facilitated the task of unification of Itlay. 
Napoleon III withdrew his forces from Rome when he waged war 
againet Prussia. It weakened the power of the Pope of Rome. Victor 
Eoimanua), the King of Sardinia, took advantage of this golden 
opportunity and captured Rome. After this, he captured Venice also.. 
The famous patriot of Italy. Garibaldi had already seized Sicily and 
Naples. The seizure of Rome provided a capital to his unified state. 

A writer has summed up the results of the Franco-Prussian War' 
in the following words— 

“ The clever and ruthless diplomacy of Bismarck achieved within the 
small period of a decade German unfication which had eluded the German 
patriots in 1848. Austria was successfully ousted and Prance was 
humbled Prussia had successfully Prussanized Germany as a result of her 
policy of “Blood and Iron.” 

Various historians and writers have expressed their views 
differently about the results and the importance of this Franco-Prussian 
war. To quote Haznn— 

11 The war was destined to prove the most disastrous in the history 
of France.” 

Schaphro says— 

“Never was a victory so complete as that of Germany , and never * 
a defeat so humiliating as that of France ” 

He further says :— 

“The annexation of Alsace and Lorraine created an unbridgeable 
chasm between France and Germany and was not the least among the 
causes of the First World War ” 

According to Ketelbey— 

“There was an empire in Germany that was not Austrian, there was 
Republic in France , William of Prussia was the greatest sovereign of his 
day and Napoleon III on exile in Kentish village.” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 

1. Causes—(1) Napoleon’s failure in Mexico compaign ; (2) Enmity between 

France and Prussia ; (3) Poisoning of Public opinion by newspapers ; 
(4) Bismarck's desire for Jhf, nni fl rnfr>a ; (5) Napoleon demanded 

some territory on tho-bafflc •f^Riune^ ^''Bismarck's diplomacy; (7)- 
Re-organisation (8) Immediate clhise. 

2. Events—Francd wa^ not- fully prepared lor Tl T ^riiiaia gained successive 

victories anc/ oafrnured. Alsace and Lorraine ; seige^W Metz. Napoleon 
was defeatro at Sedan •^fi»fablishment \ of Republic in 

France Scile of Pans. Fall ofvMetz and surrender of ttye Frtpch at Paris. 

V *Mr> 
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3. Results—(1) End of Second Empire of France. (2) Republic in France. 
(3) Unification of Germany. <4, Power of Prussia increased 4.5) Unification 
of Italy; 

Causes of the Downfall of Napoleon III and his Estimate. 

Q. 10. Account for the downfall of Napoleon III and form 
an estimate of his character. 

Or 

What were the causes of the downfall of the Second Republic 
in France ? 


Ans—I. Causes of the Downfall of Napoleon III or the 
Second Empire in France— After his accession to the throne, Napo¬ 
leon tried his level best to fulfil the promise made by him in his first 
speech. He succeeded in his policy upto 1860. Though he was an 
autocrat, yet he followed a liberal policy and established peace and 
order in the country. He improved the economic condition of the 
people and made France a prosperous country. He enhanced the 
international prestige, power and glory of France. But after 1860, he 
failed miserably in internal as well as external affairs, and his end was 
very tragic. After his fall, the Second Empire also collated like 
a house of cards. The following causes led to his downfall : — r 


(l) Despotic Rule of Napoleon ///—There is no doubt that 
Napoleon introduced various reforms for the prosperity and welfare 
of the people. But people gained prosperity at the cost of their polit¬ 
ical liberty. Napoleon was despotic and he deprived the people of 
their political rights. People had no say in the affairs of the govern¬ 
ment. All the administrative powers were vested with the Emperor 
He was all in all and there was no limit to his powers. He ignored 
the concepts of the Revolution and behaved like an autocrat. He 
became so mad with power that he forgot altogether that it was difficult 
nay impossible to crush the revolutionary tendencies and annihilate libe¬ 
ralism because they had taken deep root in the French soil. He failed to 
win the support of people and became unpopular because of his arbitary 
rule. In the 2nd half of his reign he followed a liberal policy and 
earned out a number of liberal reforms and sympathized with the 
liberal movements abroad, to gain the favour and support of Liberal 
Party in France. But his policy failed badly and he could not achieve his 

aims and objective He failed to win the public support and sympathy 
His faulty policy led to his decline. y p cay * 


(2) Napoleons Home Policy —Napoleon introduced various reforms 
to improve the lot of the people. But his liberal policy created disco- 
ntent and d^satisfaction among the different sections of the society 
and they began to criticize his government all the more bitterly. The 
traders and industrialists were alienated by his reforms for the welfare 
of the workmen, his free trade policy and his commercial treaty with 

IMLT" 'T attack , ed hi ° ItaIian P° lic y- The Liberals 
.did not approve of his home policy. The Ultra-Royalists regarded him 
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SETSE “ ^ by “ d 11 p™* ■ i»«i 

iWicy—Napoleon's foreign policy was an 
, / ■ |5 was composed of opposite elements. Nepoleon wanted 

to extend the boundaries of his empire, and glorify the emohe hv 
enhancing its international fame and prestige. But he wanted ^ 
use peaceful means to achieve his aim. Thesf two things were i. e 

rr y t0eaChother - He alienated Spain, England and Austrian! 

Hi t !f a | 1C0 campaign. They lost faith in him and suspected his designs 7 

it the h a nd« ,cy r ltaly , a . nta s° nized Austria. His diplomatic defeat 
at the hands of Bismarck in Austro-Prussian War earned a bad naS. 

iifsfflS s sss -«■ ™ -Ste 

him was hostdc t0 him because of the part played bv 

T* a 7ti in r* Wa u- H,s defcat at the hands of Prursia^t the 

^freian 0f Twfi dan hlS S aUm Na P oleor did not follow a Vigorous 

foreign policy. His week and vacillating policy in foreign affairs 

brought about his downfall. Tne Second Empire in Franck came to 
lUtelbey—* t0 hlS b,Unders 1Q Ita| y and Germany. To quote 

a t # 8 at first, was brilliantly successful but in 

^tn Thl lt * nta "S led l n « hopeless embarrasment and led directly 
France- ° f the Em P ire ^ brought misery and humiliation to 

(4) Defects in his Character —Defects in Napoleon’s Character 
also caused his downfall. He made many promises at the time of 
assuming sovereign power but he lacked ability to fulfil them He 

5 s , a a “ v *H COmPetent and Iacked firmDess and opacity t“wor^ 

He lacked courage and vision. F y worK * 

. _ w ? e *i! ried t0 d !f e,Vl1116 P eo P le through his cleverness but he failed 
to wm their support and co-operation because they had no faith in h m 

His character was self-contradictory. He combined in himself diverge 

lift rn wasa ,? ,x,l ! re , af , opposi ‘ e s- He was a fatalist and lacked 
se'f-confidence. He gained the throne of France through good luck 

He depended on fate to glorify the empire and assume the leadership 

•of Europe. Fate eluded him and he failed miserably in the end It 
has been remarked— 11 


, . * tragic fall, but not unfilling and no more unjust than the 

fate which had put him on the throne . 

2. Estimate of Napoleon Ill’s Character and Work— It is 

tifficult to from a correct and exact estimate of Napoleon Ill’s charac- 
der. His character was self-contradictory and he combined in himself 
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tS hAvr'caHed "him S5£ Sph^'Accor^ng «o others, he 

- JT-Sw a-rjBai-sr.ss 

^Tpu^led Europe and was in the end neither trusted 
nor understood. 

According to French Historians— , 

“One half of him was Machiavells an Italian diplomat, and the othe 

half was a funny character Don Quixote. 

He used to say— . . 

•• I never form distant plans. / am governed by the exigencies of 

the moment 

, le sx sraesw««fc*> 

catted him ‘The Little Napoleon'. 


:d mm imr -- 

“Napoleon Le Petit has not the genious of Napoleon Le Grand. 

• _J LI r nlficVl 


lyuy ^ * vr " —- w 

From the very beginning, people considered him selfish, conspi- 
rator and usuper. To quote Prof. Lodge 

“His early training had been that of a conspirator and he remained 
a conspirator even when he had attained the throne. 

He used to build visionary plans but had not the capacity to put 

them into practice. He had neither drive nor organising ability. H 
could not apply himself hrmly to routine administration. He lacKeu 
the abihtv to come to a clear-cut decision. Even if he made a decision, 
he took no time to go back oh it. To quote Lord Palmerston 

“ jjis mind was full of schemes as a warren is full of robbits. 

He was very lazy, weak and sluggish. He was incompetent and 
inefficient and lacked ability to perfo rm great deeds. Io quo 

Bismarck— 

“A great though concealed incompetence 

He was a fatalist to the backbone. He got the throne of Franc ^ 
bv sheer gooC-luck and he wanted to become the leader of Europe: oy 
; depending on his fate. This however, was a great mistake on his part. 

, Fa?e deceived him in the long run and he failed miserably. He Plugged 
i into a war against Prussia without preprations which proved disastrous. 
1 for him. He was ambitious like Napoleon but lacked courage to 

*< realize the ambitions. 

In spite of his short-comings and drawbacks, he was praised 
by Queen Victoria in the following words— 



P*ANC* 


Ut5 ? 




7 , py Mm without,teeing that there is much amiability 

and kindness in him. He is gifted with a powerful self-control great 
calmness and one even might say, great gentleness...He commuted all 
these unpardonable acts under the constant guidance of the idea that h > 
was accomplishing the destiny that God had alloted him and that 
however cruel and hard in themselves, these acts were necessary to reach 
Nhe end to which h i believed himself to be called.” * e ° Cft 


There are contradictory elements even in his home and foreign 
policy. At the time of his accession, he declared that Empire means 
peace but he followed an aggressive foreign policy. He used to say- 

“ Empire means peace because France desires and when Franre 

is satisfied , the world is at peace.” 

# 

He gave France democracy and order, and social welfare and 
social di cipline. But he was selfish. He introduced various reforms 
simply to win the support of the people aDd to become popular 
among them. He wanted to divert the masses from politics and rule 
as an autocrat. To quote Ketelbey— 

“He had established a despotism by despotic methods, yet he was 
no despot . 


He could not please the ultra-Royalists, Republicans, Liberal;, 
the merchants and the industrialists. His weak internal policy failed 
to win the suppjrt of any political group and different sections of the 
society. ' He died unwept and unsung. To quote Thiers— 

“Empire is a tree that stands on props, but has no root” 

'tf 

His foreign policy was also composed of diverse elements 0> 
one hand, he believed in peace and on the other hand he was ambitious 

like Napoleon and wanted to glorify the empire aodenhancetheinrcr- 
natiOnal honour and prestige of France as also enlarge the boundaries 

of his empire. .H^-was the champion of glory, nationalism and 
conservatism. Hfe was successful, in establishing peice and order 
in France but when he tried to increase her glory, he failed badly 
and his faulty policy brought about his downfall. To assume the 
leadership of Europe and, to glorify France, he interfered in the internal 
affairs of other countries. His foreign Policy was an utter failure 
in Mexico, Italy and Germany and proved detrimental to the inter- 
national prestige of France and created discontent among the people 

War against Prussia was the chief cause of his decline. It has been 
rightly remarked— 

“His vacillation and double crossing in Italian campa gn, his mis¬ 
adventure in Mexico and his dipbmatic defeats at the hands of Bismarck 
thoroughly discredited him both at Home and abroad 

After his defeat in. the Battle of Sedan in 1870, he was imprisoned 
He wasreleased When the Treaty of Frankfurt was signed. He took 
shelter in England-mid died there in 1&73. Bo we see that Napoleon 
III faity^jbtcauMt of hit. defeats Am* Ms weak *ndWaciilatfing; and 
contradictory home and foreign policy. 
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Seftman has evaluated his character dnd achievements jn ihe 
following words— 

“He had more of that fire in the belly that makes a man of actions . 
He had neither drive nor organising ability , nor the gift of steady appi ca¬ 
tion to routine a iministration such as characterised hi* uncle or Frederick 
the Great or Louis XIV and his lack of ability to come to clear-cut deci-M 
sion about anything is the most pronounced feature of his character. 
Whenever decision was at last grudgingly and uncertainly wrung from 
him , he ciuid only with difficulty be persuaded from going back on it. 
The coup d etat, th 2 entry into Crimean war and into the Italian war , the 
decision to take no action in 1856, and to take an action in 1870; he 
regretted them all as they were made and endeavoured to go back 
on all of them except for his decision of 1870, which proved fatal.*' 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


1. Causes of the Failure of Napoleon III 

(1) H’s despore rule (2) His home policy. (3) His foreign policy. (4) 
Defects in his character. 

2. Estimate of Napoleon Ill’s Character and Work : 

( 1 ) Diverge traits and mixture of opposite elements. (2) Imperial Sphinx. 
(3) Wo'ld 01 d;ff ;ren:e between thoughts and action. ( 4 ) Politician but fool 
(5) Ch iractcristics of Machiavelli and Don Quixote- ( 6 ) Lack cf moral principles 
(7) Lack of foresight —Little Napoleon. ( 8 ) High seb* me* but lacked ability to put 
them in practice. ( 9 ) Fatalist. (10) P.aisc-ci by Qu-cn Victoria. (11) Diverse 
elements in hom; and foreign policy. (12) S.Ifish i.nd failed to win support of 
"any political f-arty and the people (13) Foreign policy w i> very Wi ak and vacillating. 
It Drought about his downfall. 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

1. Give a brief account of the reign of Louis XVIII. 

2. Give a critical acount of the different political parties in 
France during the regin of Louis XVIII. 

3. What led to the fall and flight of Charles X and what forces 
led to the succession of Louis Philippe to the throne of 


4. 

5. 


Trace briefly the 
lution of 1830. 
tries of Europe 


courscj of events leading to the French Revo- 
What were its effects on the various coun- 

(P.U. 1956, D.U. 1963) 


Describe briefly the July 
reference to its causes, its 
tance. 


Revolution of 1830 with special 
contagious effects and its impor- 


6 . 

7. 


“The revolution of 1830 was an event of or 

the history of France.” Amplify the statement. 8 ,ficance 

Explain* thC JU ' y M ° narchy of 1830 become unpopular 
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8. Give a brief account of thd 'reign of Louis Philippe with 

special reference to the difficulties at his accession and his 
1 home and foreign policy. 

9. ‘‘France is bored” Do you agree with this condemnation of 

Louis Philippe’s internal and foreign policy ? In either case 
give your reasons. (D. U 1962) 

10. “Louis Philippas reign produced unfortunate results in France 

but brought benefits to Europe.” Discuss. ' D.U. 1969) 

11. Discuss the causes and course of the Revolution of 1848 A.D. 
in France. 

12 What were the effects of French Revolution of 1848 A.D. on 
the countries of Europe ? Why did it fail ? 

13. Trace the progress of revolutionary moments in Europe from 

1830 A.D. 1849 A.D. {D.U. 1963, 68) 

14. “On the 24th February there was neither purpose nor idea.” 

To what extent is this true of the French Revolution of 1848 
A.D. {D.U. 1964) 

15. “The year 1848 A.D. was the year of Revolution in Europe, 

i Amplify. (P.U. 1964) 

16. “The Revolutions of 1848 A.D. were in reality the work of 

towns.” Discuss. {D U. 1965) 

17. ‘The year of 1848 A.D. was the year of miracles.” Examine 

the truth of the statement. {D.U. 1965) 

18 Discuss the main causes of the Revolutions of 1830 A.D. 

and 1848 A D. {D.U. 1960. 64) 


i 



19. What led to revolts in France in 1830 A.D. and again in 1848 

A D (F. U. 1 965) 

20. The Revolutions of 1830 A.D. and 1848 A.D. were vastly 
different. Justify. 

21 Describe briefly the main points of comparison and difference 
between the Revolution of 1830 A.D. and 1848 A D. with 
regards to their causes, nature and results. 

22. What do you know about the new constitution given to 
France by Louis Napoleon in 1852 A.D. ? 

23. Give a description of the main events of France from iS48 
to 1852 A.D. 

24. Describe briefly the reign of Napoleon Iir with particular 
reference to his home and foreign policy, his character and 
causes of his downfall. What causes would you attribute to 
the fall of the Second Empire ? 

25 “The historv of the 2nd empire from its foundation in 1852 

A D to 1860 A.D, was a. period of despotic government r n d 
of great uninterrupted success. Discuss. ( A.U. l r 56) 

26 Give an estimate of the work and charac ter of Napoleon III 

of France. Was he a visionary ? {A.U. 1963) 
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28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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“The Empire is Peace** was the motto of Napoleon III. How- 
far did he live upto it ? 

Give a brief and critical account of the home and foreign, 
policy of Napoleon III. 

(D. U. I960, 62, 63, 65. 68,'69).* 

To what extent was the Second Empire of France a liberal 
Empire ? 

Describe the circumstances that led to war between France 
and Germany in 1870 A.D. 

Examine the causes of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 
A.D. Why is it considered a landmark in European History T 

(£>. U. 1864) 

Why did Prussia go to war against France in 1870 and what 
were its results ? {P U 196o)> 

Give a brief account of the internal development ol France 
under Napoleon III. (/) u 1970> 

What were the causes, course and results of the war of Belgian 
independence ? 'P.U. >967. 71) 

Describe the events of the Revolution of 1848 A.D. in. 
Germany, Austria and Italy. (/>/, B.A. 1970) 

How was France taken over and governed by N -poleon III ? 

« . .... iPb B 4. 1970> 

Review the foreign policy of Napoleon III ? (pb . B A 197X> 

Analyse the circumstances leading to the establishment of the 
July Monarchy, and indicate the significance of the French 
Revolution of 1830 A.D. ( Delhi M A. 1970) 

“Although the revolutions of 1830 and 13 48 AD were 
simultaneous and inspired by a common ideology, yet they 
were isolated phenomena.” Comment. {Delhi M 4. 1970) 

Sketch the economic development of France during the 
Second Empire. ( Delhi M.A. 1970) 

The Revolution of 1830 A.D. in France was caused neither by 
war nor by state of bankruptcy. Its causes were nolitical. 
(Woodward). Discuss. (Pb. M.A. 1971) 

‘Napoleon III ruined France as a great power.’ (A.J.P. Ta\lar) 
Discuss. (Pb. M.A - 1971) 

‘Evph without the military disasters of 1870 AD., the 
col’apse of the Second Empire could not have been long 
delayed.’ Discuss. ( Pb. M.A. 1971) 

Discues the causes of the French Revolution of 183.0 A.D. and 
show its effects on Europe. p A 1972) 

The Revolutions of 1848 A.D. were in reality organised in 
towns. Discuss. • (Delhi B.a. 1972> 
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* n 1 HE UNIFICATIO N OF ITALY 

me bt^o P f U c'ns h t ad rVw'ls^no^n^the 0 'ST brfore 

general named Julius Caesar put an end' D ® a, J > Re P u i b,,c . 27 B.C a 
Roman Empire. After his death mar!^ t0 the Re P ubb c and set-up the 
and enhanced its glory and powe^ Afte^h^H ri J ,ed OV , r this era P ire 

Empire in the 5th centurv A D th^ infi * the < ^ ec,,ne of the Roman 

T.re enmity ojtween the Halv Roman ,^ ence Po P e began to increase, 
and anarchy in Italy. and Pope led to chaos 

weak less and invaded Italy during°the Ta advantage of Italy’s 

of time, Italy lost its unity and was ^ ?e - W,th tlle P assa ge 

Northern I:aly was under thedomTnation nf A ^ '^° smaN States ' 
and Parma were ruled bv the rulers of 0 *l Au £ tna ' Tuscany, Modena 

complete control of Austr.a. The rulers If R^n’h^ 8 ¥ P yaast y under th « 
Sicily and Naples Pope ruled ov/r f ? . rban 9 ynasty ru,ed ov er 

of Italy were orthodox but ^ ° f Itl,y - The P eo P ! e 

own traditions. As a result of this^natfotf/r d,fferen f P arts bad their 
roots in Italy. Thus, we see that noi.V* ? ,0 nalism could not take deep 

k the lack of national spirit stood in thr°t a ° d p°S ra P bi . cal condition and 
The Chancellor of Austria MeUeJnfc^o ° f the “"^tion of Italy, 
mere Geographical Expression/ h * remarked that Italy is a 

pufan end totae'rule of°Bourbon ruterTanjT<f m,>er0 !' ° f France . he 
Italy. He conquered many smal k S d d ° m J nat '°n Austria in 
Italy under the domination* of France 8 ^l/ur u 0 a med a f klngdoin of 
of administration, encouraged nation*!; C ? sta _ bI, 1 shcd a uniform system 
the wav for the unification of full i, l \*' y c and ^directly paved 

... i. S'ldl'ingtom ° f 

^9 3 A, o «“ Mi.tor, of Italy 

Or ( ,m P ) 

ital y Brief,y r ^ iaW the histor y liberation and unification of 


Or 


line *t». y was born ~ Out- 

the Kingdom of 1 1al y°u n d /\ hedo mmVi To n *o f F N:>po,eon established 

ly P^ed the way for th~ rise rf n, , France and conscious- 

y tor tn„ rise of nationalism and uniheation of 


294 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE-: 


Italy. But nationalism and liberalism in Italy received a d eatl J 
at the hands of the leaders of Vienna Congress in 1815 and Italy was 
divided into small states and .he old rulers were restored.to their 
respective thrones. Rome and adjoining territories were placed ““ 
the Pope. Tuscany, Parma and Modena were restored to the Haps 

burg princes. The Kingdoms of Sicily and Naples were restored W 
Ferdinand I. Sardinia and Genoa were annexed to the Kingdoifl- 
of Piedmont. Lombardy and Venetia formed the parts of Austria 
Empire. Thus the Kingdom of Italy was reduced to a mere geogra¬ 
phical expression’. The system of government in all these states was 
reactionary and the influence of Austria was supreme. Mazzini has 
described the situation in Italy after the Vienna Settlement in the 

following wo ds— 

“ Country , liberty , brotherhood all are wrested from them , their 
faculties are mutilated , chained within a narrow circle, traced for them 
by men who are strangers to their tendencies , to their wants , their wishes. 
Their tradition is broken under the care of an Austrian corporal, their 
immortal soul feudatory to the stupid caprices of a man seated on a 
throne ot Vienna.'** 


Under these circumstances, the patriots of Italy such as Mazzini, 
Garibaldi ar.d Cavour girded up their loins to complete the task oi 
the unification of Italy and they succeeded in the long run. The 
poets and philosophers of Italy played an important role in creating 
mental revolution among the Italians. They created unity of thought ^ 
and political ideas. This task was perfoimed by Mazzini and 
Garibaldi who wielded tremendous influence on the intelligentsia. They 
started movement for literary and national icvival known as ‘ Resorgi * 
memo'. They inspired people to work for the achievement of freedom? 
and unity. The task of the unification of Italy can be divided into 

five stages. 

I First Stage —The Vienna Settlement produced various 
problems and difficulties for the patriots of Italy. The reactionary 
and autoratic rule in Italy was a great hurdle in the way of the uni¬ 
fication of Italy. The people of Italy were orthodox and tradition- 
loving. Pope and rulers of Austria were also a great hindrance. 
Under these conditions, Mazzini swayed the minds of people through 
his writings and inspired his compatriots with a great missionary zeal. 
To quote Hazen — 

“Mazzini was the spiritual force of Italian resurrection .” 

(1) Carbonari Revolt —The Vienna Congress ' gave a severe 
blow to the unity of' Italy but it could not crush the ideals of liberty, 
equality and fraiemity. The patriots of Italy set-up secret societies ^ 
to regain their independence. They were known as ‘Carbonari ’ The 
traders, soldiers, servants, labourers and government servants were the 
members of these societies. They, however, lacked unity. They were not 
clear about their aims and had no definite procedure of work. They 
consisted of the revolutionaries of dis-satisfied classes of society. Their 
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main aim was to root out the arbitrary and reactionary rule and regain 


on. 


{There was a revolt in Spain in 1820 against the despotic rule. 
Being inspired by this movement, the members of the Carbonari raised 
a standard of revolt in Piedmont in the North and Naples in the South. 
Forced by circumstances, Victor Emmanuel, the ruler of Piedmont 
and Ferdinand I, the ruler of Naples, proclaimed liberal constitutions 
in their states. But the Austrian Chancellor Metternich, interfered in 
the affairs of these states and crushed these national movements forcibly. 
As a result, the liberal constitutions were cancelled and the reactionary 
governments were once again restored there^^ 

(2) July 1830 Revolution in France and Italy— The July 
Revolution of 1830 A D. in France deeply influenced other countries 
of Europe. As a result of this revolution, the French King Charles X 
had to leave his country and Belgium was freed from the clutches of 
Holland. There were revolts in the Papal States, Parma and Modena in 
Italy. The rulers of Parma and Modena had to run away to save their 
lives. France had sympathy for the revolutionaries of Italy but she did 
not openly support them for fear of annoying Austria. As such Austria 
crushed the revolutionary movements and inflicted severe pun»shraents 
upon the revolutionaries. They were killed in large numbers. Thousands 
of them took shelter in foreign countries. 

Mazzini also took leading part in the National Movement. He 
was arrested and later on exiled for six months. The fire of revolution 
and patriotism kept burning in him and in 1832 he founded a new 
party known as 4 Young Italy * in the city of Marseilles in France. 
The branches of this party were set up all over Italy. Its motto was 
“God, people and Italy' 9 He wanted to create an awakening among 
the people through education and literature to achieve unity and inde¬ 
pendence from foreign yoke. He was in favour of establishing a 
Republic in Italy. He wanted tp infuse revolutionary ideas in the 
minds of the youngmen of Italy. He believed in working secretly. 
This party had no power behind him and Mazzini did not like to seek 
foreign help for the achievement of his aim. To quote him — 

“The only thing wanting in twenty millions of Italians, desirous of 
emancipating themselves, is not power , but faith.** c W Vi f 

The membership of this party went on increasing and soon it rose 
to 50,000 patriots. Through this_party, he roused the feeling of un¬ 
bounded patriotism, faith and hope and infused new life among the 
youngmen of Italy. He instilled in them a self-sacrificing sense of 
duty. In this way, he prepared the youngmen to achieve freedom and 
unity. To quote him :—- 

“Place youth at the head of the insurgent multi ‘tide , you know not 
the secret of the power hidden in their youthful hearts, nor the magic 
influence exercised on the masses by the voice of youth. You find among 
the young a host of apostles of the new religion .” 
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Mazzini created a mental revolution among the people and 
inspired the youngmen with the spirit of nationalism and patriotism. 
He encouraged them to uproot the foreign rule. He has been rightly 
called the founder and forerunner of Italian nationalism. 

(3) Effects of the Revolution of 1848 on Italy —Revolution again 
broke out in France in 1848. It had a great effect on Austria and the 
Liberals raised a standard of revolt. Metternich had to save his life by 
taking shelter in England. ^Thi s incident inspired the patriots in Italy 
also and they launched a national movement in Milan, the capital of 
Lombardy Charles Albert, the ruler of Piedmont, supported the 
revolutionaries^ He atta cked Lombard y and chased away the Austrian 
army. A Republic was aTso set-up in Venetia. In the beginning. 
Pope and rulers of Tuscany and Naples premised to help Charles Albert 
but soon they backed out of their promise for fear of Austria. There 
was a revolt against Pope in Rome and a Republic was. established 
there. Mazzini was appointed its president and Garibaldi was entrust¬ 
ed with the duty of its protection * But Albert was defeated by the 
Austrian army at the battles of Custozza and Navora. In this wav, 
Austria established its domination over Lombardy once again and old 
reactionary rule was restored in Tuscany and Venetia. The French 
Emperor Napoleon III helped Pope and put an end to the Republic in 
Rome and Pope's authority was also restored* there/ Charles Albert 
abdicated his throne in favour of his son Victor Emmanuel who 
became the ruler of Piedmont. He established constitutional govern¬ 
ment there and assumed the leadership of the movement for the 
unification of Italy. Mazzini and Garibaldi had to flee From Italy. 
Though^he efforts for unification failed in 1848. yet they encouraged 
nationalism.. To quote Grant & Temperfey— & 

hastened U” lUre — stifled the sense °f nationality. It had rather 


With the fi*,lure of the Revolution of 1848-49. Italy returned to 

her former condition i.e , division into small state', arbitrary govern¬ 
ment and domination of Austria But the revolutionaries learnt three 
I ^ I I | A w . ^ tion cannot be completed 

under the leadership of Pope. It is useless to establish a Republic 

because the Republicans had no army. (3) Unity can be achieved 
under the leadership of the rulers of Sardinia and Piedmont. 

1,4) Efforts of Cavour — Cavour was another patriot of Italv who 
pl.yed a significant and pra.se worthy role for the independence and 
unification of Italy. He was in favour of limited monarchy and 

constitutional form of government Hr wanted to complete thework 

of achieving independence and un.ficat on of Italy under the leadership 
of the ruler of Pieumont. That is why he wanted to make Piedmont a 
premier state in Italy so that she could take the lead and play her right- 
ful role in the cause ot Italian independence and unification. When be 
became the member of Parliament, he said — 

"Piedmont, gathering to itself all the living forces of Italy. would 

be soon in a position to lead our mother country to the high destinies to 
which she zs called. 
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Beinglmpressed a " d trade. 
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not be brought about without the outside he^p T^quote® Ha*en- U ' d 
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tried“o & *° a p Ch, f Ve aims - »e 
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ether we I,he it or not our destinies depend upon France. » 

War”X ou?tand" S’™ 8 " t" y when the Crimean 

Turkey against Russia in thi ? s war A France hel P ed ‘he Sultan of 

England and France, i Russia was defeafed^h l5 ’ 00 ° S u° ld ,‘ ers to he,p 
an end in 1856 and a Conference was held ! ™ W . h ! ch carre to 

of this Treaty of Paris. This war has all *” Paris . t ? sett,e th e terms 

Histcjy of Italy, ft has been rightly remarked^!?, l S . , ( g nificance in ,ht 

* ‘ and c ^ in th e history ofltalL ilde^ntnce 'and JfZTon ^ 
Cavour took part in this conference and ho u ^ , j 

representative of all the Italian S ate* rw, {} e was regarded as th< 
of Italy was not a local affair hur an • 7 avou f declared that the prohlei 

difficult to maintain Peace in E ,rnl • e . r l . nat,onal one and that i( wa 
It was a master stroke oi policy ft 'raklrttf ^ unification of Ita, y 

Temperiey have GrM 

web so*™™ rinlitafree tAdmUed Ua"y° f ‘° re ’ anange ,h 
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This diplomatic success • of Cavohr marked the beginning of 
the Iialian unification. He attracted the attention of different European 
powers to the problem of Italy and got support from England and 
France. After this war, Piedmont became so powerful that she could 
face even Austria It has been rightly said— 

“Out of the mud of Crimea , new Italy was born. ’ 

(6) Cavdur and Compact of Plombiers— The French Emperor Napoleon 
III supported the principles of nationality and had sympathy with the 
cause of Italian patriots because he had been a member of Carbonary 
during his youth. He had a secret meeting with Cavour at Plombiers- 
on July 20, lM and entered into an agreement with him. Its main 
provisions were? (l) If Cavour could prove Austria to be an aggressor, 
the French armies would help Piedmont to drive away Austria from 
Lombardy and Venetia. (2) If the allies won, Lombardy, Venetia, 
Parma and Modena etc. would be handed over to Piedmont and 
France would get Savoy and Nice as compensation. (3) Rome would 
remain under the domination of the Pope. (4) Two parts of Sicily would 
remain as separate kingdoms. (5) Victor Emmanuel’s daughter would be 
married to Prince Victor Jerome Napoleon, a cousin of the Emperor. 
Soon Cavour sent his troops on the borders of Lombardy to provoke 
Austria. The ruler of Piedmont declared in the Parliament— 

“We are not insensible to the cry of woe that comes to us from sa 
many parts of Italy." 


Austria also amassed troops on the border. At the same time, 
she sent an ultimatum to Piedmont to call back her troops and to stop 
all the preparations of war. Cavour rejected it and so Austria sent her 
troops into Piedment on April 19, 1859. At this moment, Cavour 
cried : 

“The die is cast and we have mad ? history." 

After the declaration of war, Napoleon III sent his army to 
support Cavour. Austrian army was defeated at the battles of Magenta 
and Solferino and Piedmont seized Lombardy. At this stage, Napoleon 
deserted Piedmont, mu the Austrian Emperor secretly and'concluded 
the Treaty of Vilafranca with him. It was decided that Lombardy 
would remain under the control of Piedmont. Venetia would remain 
with Austria. The rulers in the Central Duchies would be restored. Many 
causes forced Napoleon III to conclude this treaty-— (1) He couid not 
tolerate the powerful state of Piedmont on the borders of France 
because it might prove dangerous later on. (2) The French Catholics 
were very critical of his Italian policy. (3) He feared that Prussia mieht 
interfere on behalf of Austria. 8 



After this agreement, France removed his troops from the battle¬ 
field. Piedmont was not in a position to carry on war with Austria 
single-handed. He concluded the Treaty of Zurich with Austria and 
accepted the terms of the armistice of Vilafanca France got Savoy 
and Nice. Piedmont annexed Lombardy and completed the first stage 
of the unification of Italy. 
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Napoli Hi's action infuriated Cavour and he said- 
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raised a standard of revolt against their autocratic rulers in I860. The 
ruler of Sicilv Francis II, fled away from his country. Ganbaiai 
took advantage of this situation and attacked Palermo, the capital 
of Sicily with a group of 1000 soldiers. His followers are * 

? Tbe Thousand' or the “Red Shirts’ in history Garibaldi inflicted 
a severe defeat on the enemy at the battle of Milazzo and captured 
Sicily. Then he attacked Naples in August, 1860. Its ruler took 
shelter in Gacta. In this way. Garibaldi, succeeded in seizing Naples 

alS ° ‘Th ksTthanfive months, he had conquered a kingdom of 1,000,000 

people , an achievement unique in modern history , 

After these victories and successes. Garibaldi s position became 
very strong and he began to formulate plans to attack Pope also. 
Cavour began to suspect his intentions and he fear d that ,Ganbaiai 
might establish a Republic in the South after the conquest of Rome. 
There was also a possibility of the intervention of foreign powers in 
the internal affairs of Italy which might prove disastrous to the unifica¬ 
tion of Italy. So Cavour tried to ensure that all the conquers were 
made in the name of Victor Emmanuel to avoid international war. Cavour 
was fortunate that the foreign powers were not in a position to interefere 
in the internal affairs of Italy because they were entangled with their 
own domestic troubles. England had sympathy for the independence 
and unification of Italy. Austria also could not interfere in Italy 
because she had to face many problems in Hungary and Germany. 
Napoleon III, was also desirous of the success of nationalism in 
Italy Cavour won over Napoleon III and attacked Pope to check 
ihe rising power of Garibaldi. He defeated the army of Pope at Castle 
Fidardo. In this way, he deprived Garibaldi an opportunity to invade 


the Papal States. 

Though Garibaldi was a staunch supporter of the Republic, he proved 
himself to be a true patriot and handed over Sicily and Naples to 
Victor Emmanuel. A plebiscite was held in these states and the people 
gave verdict in favour of union with Piedmont. A new parliament 
was summoned at Turin on 18th Feburary, 1861. The representatives 
of all the states except those of Rome and Venetia took part in it. 
The Kingdom of Sardinia was proclaimed as the Kingdom of Italy 
and Victor Emmanuel was declared as the King of Italy on 10 March, 
1861. Only Rome and Venetia now remained out of the union of 
Italy. Victor Emmanuel praised the selfless character and patriotism 
of Garibaldi. He wanted to heap upon him various titles and sent him 
rich presents but he refused to accept them. He retired to his home¬ 
town only with a bag of potato seeds. 

Cavour wanted to accomplish the work of unifying Italy by 
conquering Rome and Venetia because he used to say, “ Without Rome , 
there was no Italy.” But he could not complete this jtask during his 
hfe-time because he died on 6th June, 1865. He was the chief architect, 
of the unity of Italy and his services in this direction cannot be under¬ 
estimated. It has been rightly, remarked — 

‘«His was the master brain which mobilized the inspiration of 
Mazzini into a diplomatic force , which beat the sword of Garibaldi into a 


the unification or truly 
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national weapon and turned what might have been the political quixotn 
of ill guided enthusiasts of state.*’ 
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annexation of 

absolute ly esse ntial to com P 1 ' te t ^ °g 6 g The 'relations between 

Victor Emmanuel got a chance to do so in I 860 ine een them 

Prussia and Austria were so strained that ^ wa 1 P|USsia> 

seemed inevitable and imminent The ChanceWor Italy . 

Bismarck, was in search of an ally. S 9 he made a tr wee y a PrU ssia and 

It was decided that in case a war broke o if Prussia 

Austria, Italy would invade Venetia to weaken Austn 

won the war, Venetia would be given to Italy. 

In 1866, Prussia declaredwar against Austria Haly stood by Prussia 
and Garioaldi attacked Venetia. But Italy was badly 
Custozza but Bismarck inflicted a severe defeat on A “ s ’ na a ‘ 'p ra ^ e 
of Sidowa in June, 1866 and forced her to sign the Tre.ty of Prague. 

According to this treaty. Venetia was given to Italy. 

Congest tf/tome-'Without the conquest of Rom;,^ the i 
unification of Italy was incomplete. Tms work seemed to be som what 
difficult because the French armies were still in Rome to help the P P • 

Victor Emmanuel, however, got an opportunity to con ^“ e /in« forced 
1870, when a war broke out between Prussia and France. Being forced 
by circumstances, Napoleon III had to call back h.s soldiers Victor 
Emmanuel captured it in no time. Rome was annexed to Italy a ,er 
a pie iscite. In th.s way, the task of the unification of Italy was 
completed in 1870 and Rome was made its capital. 

From the above description, it is quite clear that Mazzini, Garibaldi, 
Cavour and Victor Emmanuel did significant and praise-worthy work 
for accomplishing the task of the unification of Italy. Mazzini symbol¬ 
ized the soul ot Italy, Cavour its mind, Garibaldi its sha p sword and 
Victor Emmanuel ns body. Mizzini's moral force. Garibaldi's word 
Cavour’s diplomacy and Victor Emmanuel’ wisdom were responsible 
for the independence of Italy a.,d the creation of a unified national 
state of Italy in 1870. It has been rightly said— - 

“ Mazzini , Garibaldi , Cavour md Victor Emmanuel are the four 
colossal figures in the victorious birth of a great nation, from out of mere 
geographical expression . ” 

, " " " POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Different Stages in tbe Unification of Italy—During the Med eval Age, Italy was 
.divided into small state* and most of them were under the domination of Austria. 
Napoleon's conquest ga .j them unity and inspired nationalism. The Vienna Settle¬ 
ment divided Italy into small states. 


1. First Stage—(1) Carbonari revolt in 18^0. (2) Effect of July Revolution of 

1830 in Italy. (3) Effects of Revolution of 1848 on Italy. (4) Efforts of Cavour (5) 
Crimean war (6) Conquests of Lombardy by Piedmont. 

2. Second Stage—(1) War between Sardinia and Austria in 1859. 2. Revolts 

tn Modena, Parma, Tuscany and Romagna. (3) Annexation of Central Duchies 
after plebiscite in 1860. 

Third Stage—(1) Sicily and Naples were annexed to Piedmont doe to the 
.efforts of Garibaldi. (2) Sardinian kingdom w*s proclaimed as the Kingdom of Italy 
in 1861 with Victor EaimtSUet a* the king. 
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sided E^nuTuu« e cdi*d a i„ a Th ri,a i ,ia in "**■ f2 > E ”™-eJ 

captured Venetia. 1 ' succeeded in the long run and Emmanuel 

called ba^ffom R^-y.^^^^ize^Ro^I 8 ! 0 ^ (2) Fr f“=h “rmie, were 
-the unification of Italy. MUeJ Selzed Rome and completed the task of 

Freedom Fighters of Italy 

Q. 2 Give a brief account of the life history nf 

./a?,*” "” ir 

Or 

Which statesman, in your opinion, made the greatest con 
ution to Italian Unification ? Define your choice* 

Or 



“Cavour was an opportunist and 
Discuss the above remarks in relation to 
Italian Unity. 


Mazzini an idealist ” 
their contribution to 


,, m r^ n o S ; Xt 4 lv P rod ^ced many patriots in the 19th century who made 

te-Mrifwrt 

significant role in the unification of Italy. Mazzini svmboli7ed P fhi c i 

nueHts*body V ° Ur it# ““*• ^ 

I. Joseph Mazzini, 1805-1872 A D. 

behirH fl t^ £ ^f“ J °. Seph Mazzini was thc sou! and the moral force 
hIs father ” n ? movement I'aly He was born in Genoa in 1805 
J!/ J ^ as a famous and respectable doctor. He himself was v -rv 
and a learned scholar. He had deep interest in the French 

Revoi U {* 0n * * n . his r earl y childhood, Mazzini learned a good deal about 
Revolunon and its famous incidents from his father. He wa de n 

?uotehi^ WaySaDdmeanSfor independence of^is To 

“In the midst of noisy, tumultuous life of the student . , 

j abs ° rbed and geared like one suddenly grown old I 
childishly determined to dress always in black fZ*' / 

mourning for my country." * fancying myself in 

aj he ( Krev^old* er H{ C h^ 7 ’ ar/ |T There u WaS 3 great chan « e >n his ideas 

BSf&StaSSJSt UXXJSL* * 56 r* “? .&*»»—* 



304 


swan Hisnptr qp mvm* 


“A thousand visions qf historical drama and romans* floated my 
mental eye.** 

But the miserable condition of Italy forced him to bid • farewell 
in his literary ideas and he joined a revolutionary organization 
known as ‘Carbonari.* Being influenced by the French Revolution of 
1830, patriots of Piedmont started a national movement for the 
freedom of their country. Mazzini also took a leading part in it and! 
was imprisoned. The Governor of Genoa wrote a letter to his father 
about his deep thoughts— 

“Gifted with talent but was too fond of walking by himself at night 
absorbed in thought. What on earth has he in this age to think about 7 

We do not like young people thinking , without our knowing the subject 
of their thought .*’ 

He remained in prison for six months. Then he was exiled and 
he went to France. 

(3) ^Foundation of Young Italy — After a lot of thinking, Mazzini 
came to the conclusion that it was difficult to free Italy from the foreign 
bondage with the help of ‘ Carbonari * alone because it had not cons¬ 
tructive programme. To infuse the spirit of patriotism, nationalism and 
sacrifice, he founded an organisation known as 'Young Italy' in 1831. 
Its branches were set-up all over Italy. This organisation believed 
in working silently and secretly so that it might not be crushed. Its main 
aim was to build the characUr of the people, educate them and inspire 
them with the spirit of duty, dedication to the country and «jelf-confide- 
pce. Only persons below 43 could become its members. Mazzini believed 
that there was a secret power hidden in the heart of youngmen and it 
could give lead to revolution. To quote him— 

* Place youth at the head of insurgent multitude, you know not the 
secret of power in these youthful hearts nor the magic influence 
exercised on the masses by the voice of youth . You will find among the 
young a host of apostles of the new religion.** 


“Young Italy " had three main objects : — 

# 

(1) To awaken the people for the freedom and 

Italy. 

(2) To infuse the spirit of duty and sacrifice among 

(3) To establish a Republic. 

Its motto was “ God, People , Italy*'. 

Its members had to take the flowing oath : — 


unification of 
the people. 


••To dedicate myself whotty and for ever to the task of constituti* 
a free , independent and republican Italy." uting 

Mazzini was an idealist. He believed that foreign helo 
ary for the independence and unification of Italy They must have ful\~ 
fanh in their own power. He had a firm conviction thatefaith and not 
power was required to achieve their aims and objectives. for him 
the liberation and unification of Italy was.-a religion. quot echj^ ' 



nw mitmcnos of ffalv 


‘TTie Mty thing wanting te twenty millions of Italians , desirous of 
•mancipating themselves, is not power but faith ” 

He used to say that all national movements were started by the 
unknown people who got success in the long run on the basis of their 
fjrm conviction and faith and not by force. 

Mazzini was a Republican. He wanted to establish a Republic in 
Ttaly from Sicily to Alp;. He said it was useless to have any other 
aim except the unity of Italy. To quote him — 

“Never rise in any other name than that of Italy and of all Italy." 

Mazzini created a great mrntal revolution in Italy through his 
books and writings. He revolutionized the minds of the youngmen of 
Italy and prepared them to make any sacrifice whatsoever for the sake 
of their motherland 

(4) Revolution of 1848 and Mazzini -During the period of his 
exile, Mazzini visited France, England and Switzerland etc. The 
Revolution of 1848 had tremendous effect on Austria and Italy. 
Metternich had to leave his country and take refuge in England due to 

■ the rise of national movement in Austria. This incident inspired the 
patriots of Italy also and they raised a standard of revolt in Milan, the 
eapital of Lombardy. Mazzini returned to Italy and began to help 
the revolutionaries. The revolutionaries chased away the Austrian 
army A revolution also took place in the kingdom of Pope who had 
to take shelter in Naples for the safety of his life. Pope’s authority was 
, ‘abolished and a Republic was established in Rome under the headship 
of Mazzini. The task of its protection was entrusted to Garibaldi. 

A Republic was also set-up in Lombardy7 

However, soon the Austrian army irivaded Lombardy and put an 
end to the Republic there. The revolutionaries failed in the end and 
the old reactionary rule was restored everywhere in Italy. Napoleon III 
rendered military help to Pope who succeeded in establishing his 
authority in Rome once agaii^Forced by circumstances, Garibaldi and 
Mazzini fled away to America. After this, the power of Mazzini’s Party 
came to an end and he began to help Cavour and Garibaldi in the task 
of the unification of Italy. 

(5) After 1849 A.D. —After 1849, Mazzini preached the 
revolutionary ideais in South Italy. In 1860, he again started a 
struggle for the independence of Italy. The revolutionaries revolted 
in 1860, at Plumber, Riso and Rooshnopilo m Sicily under the leader¬ 
ship of iV.azzini. But, this ended in fail.ire. Garibaldi succeeded in 
capturing S'Cily and Naples. Later on, the task of freedom and uni¬ 
fication of Italy was completed by Victor Emmanuel Mazzini did 
not feel happy because ne desired to establish a Republic m Italy 

' instead of a monarchy. He, however, died in 1872. 

(6) Estimate of Mazzini — Some writers are of the view 
Mazzini was an idealist, philosopher and a violent revc iu.jerry 
Tiiere is no doubt that he could not realize the drean' of e>t..Hi h< a 
republic in Italy but bis efforts and sacrifices for achieving ;he . J-.-pcu- 
dence and unification of Italy cannot be ignored. According t.» Haze>n 


SWAN HISTOOfcYlOF'^tQDERN. EUROPB 


300 


"He ' toas a dauntless leader, o' mart of purity 1 of life , a man of 
imagination, of poetry , of audacity gifted, moreover V with'’marvellous 
command of persuasive language and with burning enthusiasm in his 
heart. He was the first man. who thought of the independence of Italy 
and unifying it under a strong central government and sacrificed his ///e. 
to achieve this aim His greatness lies in the fact . that he charged the m 
youngmen of Italy with the sentiments of nationalism , patriotism , moral 

character and spirit of dedication and sacrifice for their country . 

. Mazzini was the spiritual force of the Italian resurrection.” 

Mazzini was the apostle of freedom and a true founder of nation¬ 
alism. He awakened the whole of Italy by blazing the fire of freedom 
and nationalism. 


According to Southgate, it cannot be denied that Mazzini inspir¬ 
ed the Italians with the spirit of patriotism and created in them a strong 
desire to gain independence. He was neither a politician and a 
diplomat like Cavour nor a general like Garibaldi. As a matter of 
fact, he was an idealist and a poet and the moving spirit behind the 
national movement in Italy. 

2. Cavour, 1810 to 1861 A.D. 


Early Life—Cavour was born in a rich family of Turin, an 
important city in Piedmont. After receiving higher education, he 
became an engineer in the military. He had liberal ideas from the very 
beginning of his career, and that is why his officials were not satisfied 
with h : m Therefore, he resigned in 1831 and began to work j?n his 
farm. He took a keen interest in History, Politics and Economics. 
He felt sad at the miserable political and economic condition of his 
country. He got a chance to visit England, France, Germany and 
Swiizeiland etc from 1831 To 1643. He was greatly influenced by the 
narliamentary type of government of England. He wanted to' win 
name and fame by taking part in politics but it was difficult to achieve 
tins arm because of the absence of any represeir ative assembly in the 
country. To quote him — 


"Oh 
and my ncm 


! if I were an Englishman, by this time I should be something , 
ime would not be wholly unknown 


He set-up a society for the promotion of agriculture. He came 
into contact with various patriots of Itaiy and had discussions with them 
on the problems of his country. He began to publish a newspaper 
named ‘ Rcsorgimento' in 1847 to bring about political unity and social 
reforms in Italy Soon he became a famous politician. 



As a Prime Minister— Cavour took part in the elections, 
held in 1848 and became a member of the Parliament of Piedmont. 
Alter his election he said— 

"It was the mission of Sardinian State to gather to herself all the 
living forces of Italy and lead our mother-country to those high distinct¬ 
ions to which she is called.'* 
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He jojped the,cabinet in 1850 as 4 Minister for Trade and Aeri- 
cultnre. /Victor Emipanuel w*is very much impressed by his ability 
and em/iency and appointed him as his Prime Minister in 1852. 

Jfis Home Policy-Cavour wanted to complete the task of inde- 
^ncrence and the unification of Italy under the leadership of the Kine 
T Piedmont. He wanted to make Piedmont a progressive, powerful 
nd a model state so that other states of Italy might accept her leader- 
hip. He introduced the following reforms to achieve his aim :_ 


(1) He adopted the policy of free trade and concluded commer- 
*al treaties with other countries to promote trade and commerce. 

(2) He improved the means of communications bv constructing 

3ads, railways and canals. ' b 

(3) Many factories were set-up to develop industry. 

(4) He encouraged agriculture by giving it a modern touch and 
et-up co-operative societies to help the farmers. 

(5^ He opened schools for the education of the people. 

(6) He organized a vast, powerful and disciplined army consisting 
f 90,COD soldiers. A fleet was also fully equipped. 

(7) He separated the Church from the State and brought it under 
he si net state control. He abolished the special privileges of the clergy- 
len. 


(8) / He organised the ‘National Society * to win the support of 
ther Italian States of Piedmont. Its m >tto was : “Independence and 
fnity without Austrians and Pope.” Many liberals and republicans of 
taly mined this society. 

breign Policy —Cavour was not an idealist like Mazzini. He 
.as a statesman, a diplomat and an opportunist. He was endowed 
with great imaginative power and courage. He made quick decisions. 
He was aware of the fact that the unification of Italy was not possi sic 
until Austrians were ousted from Italy. He was in favour of scekme 
foreign help to gain his aim. He tried to get help from England an5 
France. England did not possess a large urn:v and at the same in .c 
she did not like to interfere into the internal aJTairs of other cou lines. 
On the other hand, the French Emperor Napoleon |f( was \er\ 
ambitious but he favoured nationalism also So, Cavour tr.ed to- 
establish friendly relations with him To quote him — 

“Whether we like it or not , our destinies depend on France." 


(1; Crimean War 1854—1856 A. D. — C..>our got a chance to 
secure Allies for Italy and to establish friendly re'ations with oiiier 
European countries when Crimean War broke out between Turkey and 
Russia in 1854. England and France helped the Sultan of Turkey and 
Cavour joined them afterwards and sent .the. Sardinian army to help the 
Allies. Russia was defeated and a conference of Europenn powers 
was held in Paris. Cavour took part in it as a representative <*f Italy 
He made it clear in the Conference that peace could not be maintained 
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in Europe without the independence and unification of Italy. It 
increased the irifiuenoe of Cavour and Sardinia in the international! 
sphere. It was a master-stroke and a great achievement of Cavour. 
To quote. Grant and Temperley— 

'*It was the life-task of the subtle mind of Cavour to re-arrange 
that so well as to admit a free and united Italy'* Cavour himself used 
to say— 

“Owf of the Crimean mud , a new Italy will be born,** 

(2) Agreement of Plombiers 1858 A. D. —French Emperor,. 
Napoleon III had sympathy with the cause of Italy because he had 
been a member of Carbonari. He supported liberal movements and 
wanted to undo the work of the Vienna Congress of 1815. Cavour had 
a secret meeting with Napoleon III at Plombiers on 21st July, 1859. 
He entered into an agreement with him and hatched a conspiracy to 
oust Austria from Italy. According to the Agreement of Plombiers, 
it was decided that if a war broke out between Austria and Sardinia, 
France would despatch army to help Sardinia and if Sardinia won Vic¬ 
tory she would seize Venetia, Lombardy and some portions of the 
kingdom of Pope and France would annex Savoy and Nice. About 
his success Cavour remarked— 

“We have Austria in a cleft-stick and she cannot get out of It 
without firing the cannon," J 


(~) War between Austria and Sardinia— After making full pre¬ 
parations of war, Cavour amassed his troops on the border. Austria 
issued an ultimatum to remove his troops and to stop the war prepa¬ 
rations. Cavour cared a fig for it and said— K v 


“The die is cast and we have made history" 

He encouraged his countrymen in the following words_ 

"Use the good fortune that presents itself to you. Your dream of 
independence will be realised If you show yourself worthy of it Unite 
in one great effort for the liberation of the country.'* 

A war broke out between Austria and Sardinia. France suppor- 

ted Sardinia. Austria was defeated at Maeentia an H ^r*ifirinn 

Sardinia captured Lombardy and Milan. The^e victories enhanced 

the power and glory of Piedmont. France could no tolerate a 
powerful state of Piedmont at her border e i, i i roieraie <% 

fo her. Without consulting Picd^ ^ ^clu^fhe 

Xo«.d y £ f P that a “ 

Piedmont and Venetia would be pl^ ! P ' ; Lombardy 

Austria and the Central Duchies wodd be restored to 

At this Cavour became indignant and said_ ^ *° tlulr old rulers. 

■‘.Mo thing remains for me put to pant a bullet through my head " 
Cavour advised Victor Emmanuel ta mu • , y ' 
action against Austria but he refused to . V,ole " t and aggressive 

tendered his resignation but later on At this ’ Cavour 

tater on Emmanuel prevailed upon him 
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and he returned to his office. Piedmont aereed to th^ t»r m * r 
Treaty of Villafranca after concluding the § Treatv of^nric? n f . 
Centra. Duchies did no. agree to the 8 restoS of old rule^s So* 
Tuscany, Parma, Modena and Romanga (under the Ponet „ a 
to Piedmont after a plebiscite * P pe) Were aanexed 

• (4) Conquest of Sicily and Naples _ The national;*#* •. 

revolted against the arbitrary rule of f^ancis II Garibaldi heln ri fh >V 
whh his followers and succeeded in^ capturing S c.^y Late? i h” 
attacked and seized Naples also. He handed 8 over, hefe stated o 
V.ctor Emmanuel who had been proclaimed as the King of Italy Now 
Venetia and Rome only remained out. Victor Emmanue' how ver warn 
ed to annex them to complete the unification of Italy. He used to s^y- 

“Without Rome there was no Italy.*' 

Cavour died in 1861. After his death Victor rt _ . 

Venetia in 1866 . Austro-Prussian war broke out [n^STO F Se,ze< * 
took advantage of it and annexed Rome in 1870 and thn« r^" r '1 nU j 
the task of the independence and unification of Ita?y. completed 

in the history of the unification 0 ??'"italy^H^wM a '^reCV^n? 1 ^ 6 

trator and an able reformer. He made commercial treaties with mher' 
countries, promoted trade, agriculture and ind.icr™ lD ^ L er 

economic condition of his founlry" He also^pr^v.d'ed 
of communication and organized a larce and o means 

• way, he left no stone unfurned roSfakC" PiedaS ^Sve“ and 
powerful enough to enlist the support of other Italian sums because he 
wanted to play her rightful role in the cause of freedom and the Mnffi. 
tion of Italy. He made Piedmont a model state and FnmnpL 6 
tries began to take keen interest in he? affairs, To quole H««- 

... s ° ught t0 niake f and did make Piedmont a model state 

liberal and progressive, hoping, thus, to win for her Italians of other 

and aPPr ° Va ‘ 0/ ^ ^ries SS rLrsT% 

eavour wasamanof great qualities. He was brave and coura¬ 
geous and had an iron will. Endowed with a great imaginative 

power, Cavour was a practical man whose judgements w?re a"wavs 
sound. Hazen has praised him in these words— S always 

"In him were combined a rare harmony, sound judgement practical • 
sense ; power of clear subtle, penetrating thought, unfailing attention 
to prosaic detail, with imagination, audacity, courage and iron nerve." 

Cavour was a champion of a democratic form of government 
••prevalent in England. He was an apostle of freedom He wanted ro 
smash the Austrian sovereignity in Italy and turn it into an indepen- 

dent, unified and strong country. Cavour was a great politician and 

statesman He was n,t an idealist like Mazzini but arStunist 
He knew that it was difficult to complete the task of the independence 
.and unification of Italy without foreign help. He joined the Allies m 
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™ rzzzrz mr--. - *-* 

?W MS:«SpS;ed his diplomatic *UI in the following words> :-* 
.•T/tere b «./> one diplomat in Europe, but unfortunately , Ae 

80 '"a famous"p^rtician Guigot also Raised his statesmanship and 

'Zsnss=Tttfjx t fsrss^A 

Zavour " „ Qfririt and a diplomat. He changed Italy 

nto “of M 

jS.flSftSTK ffifAK 1 .. sense. He did not believe 

m ^fclnnotmake speeches but I can make Italy." 

^f?e n was S the** master brain wnicn mobilized the i " sp,r , at ,‘? i n ^ 

*ssxtfzsrx!‘£z> s? S- 

quixotries of ill-guided enthusiasts into instruments of state * 

To quote Prof. Phillips:— 

"Italy as a nation is the legacy , r/ze life work of Cavour. 

At the time of his death, Cavour himself said — 

“Italy is made, all is safe. 

3. Garibaldi 1807 — 82 A.D. 

Early Life— Garibaldi was born in Nice in . 180 7‘ 
oarents waited that he should become a priest but he had no inclina 
Ton for this profession. He was inclined towards sea-life and soon 
became a good sailor and started trade in the Mediterranean Sea. He 
was very brave and courageous and a true supporter ot 1Mazzin . 
became the member of « Young Italy ' a party founded by Mazzmt. The 
sailors of Piedmont revolted in 1834 under the leadership of Mazzmn 
Garibaldi supported Mazzim. The rebels failed in the e ° d -^ ! he 

result, the government of Piedmont condemned him to death. Bu 

succeeded in escaping from jail and fled away to America. The 

organized Tband of soldiers known as ‘Red Shirts’ because they wore 

red shifts. He also took a leading part in the Civil War in America. ^ 
(2j Garibaldi and Revolution of 1848 A D .-Revolution broke 
out in 1848 In France. Italy and Austria etc Hearing the news of 
Revolution in Italy, Garibaldi returned to Italy with h's f°"° w ^ r * 
He face" th^ Austrian army bravely but failed. As 3 result, he ha 

Rave his country and to take shelter in Switzerland. In the meanwhile 
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the patriots la the Kingdom of Pope raised a standard of revolt against 
him. They abolished the authority of the Pope in Rome and established 
Republic there under the leadship of Mazzini who estnisted Garibaldi, 
with the duty of protecting this newiy-bom Republic because he I 
feared Napolean III who was bent upon helping the Pope. Napoleon 111 
despatched his army in support of the Pope. Garibaldi put up a 
dogged resistance but he could not succeed and so the Pope was restored 
to his old kingdom. Consequently Garibaldi had to seek refuge oiice 
again in South America and bad to live in exile. His exploits roused 
Italians and filled their hearts with great enthusiasm. To quote Hazen - 

«‘His story shot through and through with heroism and chivalry and 
romance , moved the Italian peolpe to depths of enthusiasm and 

admiration ” 

(3) War against Austria— During his stay in America Garibaldi 
earned a lot of money and returned to Italy in 1854. He bought a 
small island of Capre’a near Piedmont and began to live like a farmer. 
Cavour had a meeting with him and sought his help to complete the 
unification of Italy under the leadership of Victor Emmanuel Though 
he was a staunch champion of a Republic, yet he supported th£ 
constitutional monarchy of Emmanuel i.i the interests of his mother¬ 
land and promised to support him fully against Austria. A war broke 
out b.tween Austria and Piedmont in 1859. At this critical juncture. 
Garibaldi collec ted a large number of his followers to fight against 
Austria. His followers followed him blindly and worshipped ^lim lik* 
an idol. 

Garibaldi faced the Austrian army with his volunteers and defea- 
ed it. But Victor Emmanuel stopped the war after the conclusion of 
the Teaty of Zurich and agreed to cede Savoy and Nice to France. 
Cavour and Garibaldi were disappointed. Garibaldi spoke indig¬ 
nantly, “ You have made me a foreinger in my own mother-land .” 

(4) Conquest of Sicily and Naples— In I860, the patriots and 
revolutionaries of Sicily rebelled against the arbitrary and autocratic rule 
of their king, Francis IT. They sought the support of Garibaldi. He 
responded immediately and soon reached on the shores of Massala 
Harbour with a group of his 1000 Red Shirts. The revolutionaries 
gathered under his banner and attacked Palermo, the capital of Sicily. 
He defeated the royal army and captured Palermo. After this, he won 
victory in the Battle of Milazzo and succeeded in capturing the whole 
of Sicily. _ 

Encouraged by this victory. Garibaldi made a plan to invade 
Naples. The French Emperor Napoleon III wanted to help the ruler 
of Naples and put a check to the growing power of Garibaldi. TQ; 
achieve this object. Napoleon sought the support of England. But he 
failed in his design because England was not in favour of interfering in 
the internal affairs of Italy. Garibaldi invaded Naples. Its ruler fled 
away to Gaeta on 6th September, 1860 without giving a fight to Gariba/- 
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di. The conquest of Sicily and Naples was the greatest achievement of 
Garibaldi. To quote Hazen— 

“//I less than five months he had conquered a kingdom of 11 000 000 
people , an achievement unique in modern histjry." 

(5) Plan to conquer Venetia and Rome -Now Garibaldi planned 
to invade Venetia and Rome. This created differences between Cavour 
and Garibaldi. If Garibaldi attacked Venetia, Austria would have 
turned hostile to Cavour because Venetia was under the domination 
of Austria. His attack on Rome would have earned enmitv of 
Napoleon III because he was more inclined towards Pope Cavour 

did not favour the plans of Garibaldi because in his opinion Napoleon 

Ill’s help was necessary for the unification of Italy. At the same time 
he feared that Garibaldi might establish a Republic in the South after 
the conquest of Venetia and Rome and might refuse to join Piedmont 
So Cavour planned to check Garibaldi's adventure. He asked Gariba'di 
to declare that all the conquests were made in the name of Victor 
Emmanuel. In fact Cavour feared that Italy might not be involved in 
any international war. To quote Cavour— 

"Italy must be saved from foreigner's evil principle and mad 

men. 

Cavour showed his diolomaticskill at this critical stage. He told 

Napoleon HI that to check Garibaldi’s advance and to protect the Pope 

it was absolutely essential to attack Umbria and Marches under the Pope 

Napoleon III agreed to it. So Cavour attacked both these places and 

captured them before Garibaldi’s advance to them. Victor Emmanuel 

defeated Pope at Castle-fidrado and seized the whole of his territory 
except Rome. 

On the other side, Garibaldi also reached near Rome. At this stage 
a meeting took place between Garibaldi and Emmanuel. Garibaldi’s 
patriotic feelings and spirit of sacrifice over-ruled his personal interests. 
He sacrified his republican principles for the unity of his country. 
Garibaldi saluted Victor Emmanuel as the King of Italy aqd gave him 
Sicily and Naples which he had captured with his valour and courage. 
On 7th March, 1861, the formation of Italy was announced and Victor 
Emmanuel was proclaimed as its king. 

Victor Emmanuel was deeply impressed by Garibaldi’s spirit of 
patriotism and sacrifice and sent him many valuable gifts. Garibaldi, 
however, refused to accept them. He oqly took one bag of potato seeds 
to sow on his farmland. After this, he retired from politics and settled 
in the Island of Caprera and took to farming. He died there in 
’June, 1882. 

(6) Estimate of Garibaldi —From the above description, it is clear 
that Garibaldi was a great and selfless patriot. He was a b.ave, 
courageous and dauntless person. He used force for the unification 
of Italy. By conquering Sicily and Naples he played a significant role 

in the unity of Italy. He was one of the prominent patriots and nation- 
builders of Italy. V 
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4. Victor Emmanuel 

Victor Emmanuel was the son of Charles Albert who belonged 
to the royal family of Savoy. Charles Albert ruled over Piedmont 
when there was a revolt against his rule in 1848 as a result of the 
revolution of 1848. He fled away from his country and abdicated in 
favour of his son Victor Emmanuel. 

Victor Emmanuel was fortunate to get the services of a 
capable and competent statesman like Cavour. Cavour was 
in favour of completing the task of independence and 
unification of Italy under the leadership of Piedmont. So he 
tried his level best to make Piedmont a strong, powerful and progessive 
state so that she might play its rightful role for the cause of Italian unif^ 
cation. He had given full rights to Cavour and full faith in his ability 
but he did not ditto all his plans and policies. He was a man of 
sound judgement and practical wisdom. He was an able, efficient and 
experienced man. In 1859, he concluded the Treaty of Zurich. At 
this, Cavour became indignant and tendered his resignation. At this 
moment, Emmanuel gave a proof of his practical sense and accepted 
his resignation. There is no doubt that he loved Cavour but his. love 
for Italy was more than his love for Cavour. He was of the view that 
we should hold what we get and try to get more in the future. More¬ 
over, one should not undo, what one has done, by mere foolishness 
and anger. At this stage, Emmanuel rendered useful service for the 
unity of Italy. To quote Hazen — 

‘ Here was one of the supreme moments when the independent 

common sense of Victor Emmanuel w*.re of great and enduring service 
to his country .” 

Later on, he prevailed upon Cavour and once again appointed him 
as his Prime Minister. 


Cavour s patriotism and diplomacy stood him in good stead in 
completing the unification of Italy. Before his death, he established the 
Kingdom of Italy and Victor Emmanuel was proclaimed as its King. 
Only Venetia and Rome remained out. Alter the death of Cavour, 
Victor Emmanuel annexed Venetia and Rome in the kingdom of 
Italy and created a unified kingdom of Italy in 1870. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

^ lt 1 ^i Vlazzi 4 r n i> 1805 ; 18 7 2 - (1) His ear, y I,fe ( 2 > Member of Carbonari (3> 

Foundation of Young Italy in 1831. (4) Part played during the Revolution of *1848* 
(5) His services towards the umficarioa of Italy after 1849 (6) Estimate of 

Mazzim—spiritual force of Italian resurrection. 1 ' ^ SUmate ot 

o 2 ' R-t^' aVOar ’ H,S k ,rt ^ in 1810 in Tuiin and his early life fn As a 

Prime Mmistei—Member of Parliament in 1852 ( 3 , Hi« Hi; a 

reforms he made Piedmont a progressive and Powerful state ( 4 *°His Foreign 
Pol.cy-PavouredforeJgn help to achieve his aims. Crimean war of 1854 • Aer emen? 
of Plemoiers 1858 : War between Austria and Sardinia 4S9 r 1 * 1 e 0 , 

and Naples I860. (5) His estimate and services for the unification ofltaly. ° ^ ^ 
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Austria (4) Cor quest of Sicily and Naples. (5) His plan te conquer Venet 
and Rome thwarted by Cavour, he gave Sicily and Naples to Emmenu 
and helped him to establish the kingdom of Italy (6) Estimate of Garibaldi, 

4. Victor Emmanuel—(I) S°n of Charles Albert, the Ruler of Piedmont, ( 
Became king of Piedm nt in 1848. (3> Made Cavour his Prime Minister, (4) 
man of sound judgement and practical wisdom (5) Over-ruled Cavour after t| 
Treaty of Zurich and accented his resignation but later on appointed him as b 
Prime Minister again. (7) Ho established kingdom of Italy with the help of Cave 
(8) Conquered Venelia and Rome and completed the unification of Italy in 18 70. 


UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 



3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 



Give a brief history of the liberation and unification of Italy. 

What were the main stages by which Italy achieved he 
political unity ? 

Describe briefly the life, career and work of Mazzini, Cavou 
and Garibaldi in the unification of Italy. 

“Mazzini, Cavour, Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel are th 
four colossal figures in the victorious birth of a great natioi 
from out of a mere geographical expression.” Amplify. 

Which statesman, in your opinion made the greatest contribu¬ 
tion to Italian unity ? Defend your choice. 

Form an estimate of Mazzini as the leading apostle of th> 
Liberal and Romantic Nationalism prevalent during his time 

(D. U. 1956 

Discuss Cavour’s policy for the unification of Italy. 

(D. U. 1953, 58, 65 

Estimate The contribution by foreign powers to the liberatioi 
and unification of Italy. (D U. 1959 

Give a critical estimate of Mazzini, Cavour, Garibaldi am 

King Victor Emmanuel as makers of Italy. (D. U. 1962 

• 

Discuss the contribution of Napoleon III to the unification o 
Italy. (D. U. 1963, 68 

How was Italy united by Cavour and Garibaldi. (P. U. 1964 

Discuss the contribution of Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi tc 
the unification of Italy. 

(D. U. 1964. P. U. 1969. A. U. 1965 

Examine the role of Mazzini and Garibaldi in the unificatior 
of Italy. 
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14. Briefly describe the various stages in the unification of Italy. 

How was it finally effected 7 (P« U* 1966) 

15. Examine the part played by Bismarck and Napoleon III in the 

makiog of Italy. 0>- U. 1967) 

16. “Cavour was an opportunist and Mazzini an idealist.” In the 
light of this view discuss their role in the unification of Italy. 

17. On the accompanying outline map of Europe, indicate the 

stages in the unification of Italy, adding suitable explanatory 
notes. (P U. 1968, 70, 71) 

18. Assess the contfibution of Cavour and Mazzini to the uni¬ 
fication of Italy. (Delhi B A. 1971) 

19. Examine the role of Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi in the 

unification of Italy. (Delhi B. A. 1970) 

20. Form an estimate of the services of Mazzini to the unification 

of Italy. Is it correct to say that he was a hindrance rather 
than a help to the cause of unification ? (Delhi M. A. 1970) 

.21. What obstacles, internal and external, faced Cavour when he 
started his work for the unification of Italy ? How did he 
meet them 7 (Pb. M. A. 1971) 

22. What obstacles stood in the way of the unification of Italy 
and how were they removed 7 (Pb. B.A. 1972) 

.23. Examine the role of Mazzini and Garibaldi in the unification 
of Italy. (Delhi B.A. 1972) 


UNIFICATION OF GERMANY 


Germany was in a very bad shape at the time of French Revolu¬ 
tion. She was divided into numerous small states, each under a despot. 
People from the upper strata of society had special privileges in 
these states and the common man was deprived of his legitimate social 
as well as political rights. These tiny states of Germany were under the 
domination of Austria and were controlled by the Holy Roman Emper¬ 
or. Metternich. the Prime Minister of Austria, followed a reactionary 
type of policy and ruthlessly crushed any movement for freedom. Ger¬ 
many did have a body of representatives known as'Diet’ but it was good 
for nothing. The Diet represented the rulers of these tiny states of Ger¬ 
many as the representatives to it were nominated by them. These repre¬ 
sentatives could not but think of the interests of their respective rulers 
and not those of the masses. Under such circumstances, the patriots of 
Germany tried many a time to unify their motherland. Although their 
earlier attempts did not bear any fruit, yet in the long run .they had 
their desires fulfilled and they were able to build a strong, unified 
Germany. 

Early Efforts made from 1825 to 1848 to unite Germany 

Q. 1. Describe briefly the attempts made by the people 
of Germany buring the year 1825-48 to unify and democratize 
the country. Account for the frilitre of their attempts. 

Ans —1. — Effects of Napoleon’s Conquest of Germany on 
its Unification —Napoleon I badly defeated Austria in the Battle of 
Auste.iitz in 1805 end forced her to sign the Treaty of Pressburg. This 
treaty ended the supremacy of the Holy Roman Emperor over Germans. 
Thereafter, Napoleon brought many smaller states together to form 13 
states which were in turn bound in a confederation to make the famous 
Confederation of the Rhine. Through these efforts, Napoleon encoura¬ 
ged the forces of nationalism and unity in Germany. In 1812 A. D. 
Napoleon invaded her with an army, consisting of more than half a 
million soldiers. The expedition was a total failure and Napoleon’s 
military machine suffered a severe set-back. His defeat filled the 
Germans with fresh enthusiasm, the German patriots infused national¬ 
ism in the people and there began a war of liberation. 

2. Vienna Settlement and Germany -The Battle of Waterloo 

saw the defeat of Napoleon in 1815 A.D. After his downfall, bigger 
nations of Europe held a conference in 1815 A.D. to re-shape Europe. 
This conference annulled the Confederation of the Rhine Germany was 
reconstituted into 39 states. These were brought together in a 
federation. This federation was headed by the reactionary Emperor 
of Austria. Despots were again brought at the helms of these states 
and people from the upper classes were restored their previleges. A 
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Federal Diet was constituted in Germany but its powers were only 
nominal. 

The decisions of Vienna Congress belied the hopes of the patriots. 
They were dissatisfied and were filled with a sense of nationalism. 

-Lkider such circumstances, the students and teachers of. Jena University 
formed a secret committee named as ‘Bruschen Schaft* to preach and 
propagate nationalism and democracy among the German masses. To 
commemorate the Reformation and the Battle of Leipzig, the students 
of this University arranged a great function on October 18. 1517 at 
Wartburg. At this occasion, people took a Russian newsman for an 
Austrian spy and killed him This provided a great opportunity to the 
Austrian Prime Minister Metternich to suppress the German nationa¬ 
lism. He followed a policy of repression and crushed liberalism 
completely. 

3. Repression of Liberals by Metternich —Frederick William 
III, the Emperor of Prussia was expected to lead the forces of patriotic 
liberalism in Germany. But, unfortunately, even he failed to see through 
the game of the Austrian Prime Minister and became instrumental to 
many atrocities committed by Metternich on the Liberals who were 
ruthlessly crushed. Metternich called a meeting of six Geiman states at 
Carlsbad in 1819 A D. Many laws were enacted in this meeting to Dut a 
curb on the Press and to harass the Universities. These laws are known 
as the -Carlsbad Decrees.’ German Diet ratified these decrees. In the 
words of Grant and Temperley— 


“ Metternich , thus . became possessed of powerful police instrument 
which he used without mercy .” 

• 

Under there regulations, he appointed a Curator in every university 
to keep an eye upon the students and the teachers. T ic secret councils 
were dcclaied mogul. 5ispcctod radical icacners wore purged out of 
the universities. Students were debarred to form unions. Ml sued uooks 
were removed from the syllabii which could spread liberalism and natio¬ 
nalism. Censorship was enforced on the press and pipers. A:1 the rulers 
of the states were ordered to suppress the liberal movements. Police 
were armed with special powers to crush the revolutionary ideas Thus 
the reactionary policies of Metternich succeeded and he was able to 
suppress the sentiments of nationalism and liberalism in Germany. To 
quote Grant and Temperley— ^ 

“He [Metternich) had nothing to offer Germany but repression 
intimidation and a police regime. ’ 

4. Economic Unification of Germany -Different German 
states had different regulations for trade. These states were not allowed 
to have muiual trade relations Tax posts were established at the 
borders of each s ate and inter state trade was subject to terminal tax. 
This arrangement proved deterimental to the trade of various states 
because these taxes iaised the selling price of goods to such an extent 
that it could not compete with that or foreign goods. Prussia gave a 
lead to put an end to this custom in 1819 A D. She formed an ec >nomic 
anion with 12 neghbounng states which is known as *zoliverein or 
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Custom Union’. Accdrding to this ' pSct, a free trade began ataone fi 
contracting states and the terminal tax was abolished. This resulted 
in a considerable increase in the trade among these states. Gradually 

other states also joined this union and by 1834 A.D. all but Austria 
were members of this union. 

Metternich became panicy of this economic unity. He tried his 
best to break this union but failed. This economic unity of Germany 
paved way for national unity later on. Encouraged by the unity the oat 
riots began to work for a national unity and they were successful at last 
heeds of national unity were concealed in this economic unity. Grant 
and Temderley have observed in this regard — 

• "The members were fettered and attached to Prussia by the silken 
meshes of an economic net, wh'ch had enveloped them before they were 
aware of it. The net only grew stronger and ties only became closer Z 

£%Z1% S f Went if n ' Wlth €Very State added ' U becan *e more and more 
difficult for old state to retire or independent states to resist. In 1 s48 

Prussia had already economc supremacy in Germany aud tbs was the 
f supremacy : ,an ^ "* th * CaUSe <>f her future political and ZVfy 

of 18 5 30 tha Revolution of 1830 -The French Revolution 

to it 1 Th? n 1 many European S tates. Germany was no exception 

as ,*£ f,tr f swat» 

OnlyAu,,',. arlJ Jld „»•«£ 

to s^r«? iC !h cou,dn ° t tolerate Iltcte Jiherel movcmems. He in nl 

*< ■'« oal, "U".J 

decrees passed by the German nw but a ^° gjt more stringent 
the legislatures of varioufstaT -' Strirl abridged ^ P^crs of 

pre»s and speech. Universities were ® slr,c J lons Wi re i ^posed on ..lie 

students were debarred frr»r« r r - ur ! de . r st nct vigilance and ; , e 

nationalists were se vcr-1 v p vnis hed™ Tnn? S ° C )f'‘°r 3 ' M2ny P a,nol » -‘"d 
and many people were deported of Patriots arrested 

states to pur an end to the^consti^^n./ Ch f !° rCed the 1 ulers of '-'nous 

policies of Metternich succeeded. & rule. Thus the reach >nary 

Revolution o??848* t t h!f r J^ eVOlut ' Qn —As a result of the French 

and the people „Vv 171?" S ' Uti ° n in Austria. Students, te^s 

residence of Metternich. They were raisin^ ? rocessi , 0 ? towards rh e 

Metternich’ on the wav. Metternich ^ SI *? g slogans like ‘Down with 
conditions against him. Ch esca P ed to England when he found 

revolts QC h| Ur raa e ny States S f C £, essfuI revolution in Austria, there were 

Saxony. Bavaria. Wurttembe^et?- The *i u,ers of Baden > Hesse! 
respective states. There * ?f c# ? ranted liberal rule to their 
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Berlin, and its ntfer, Frederick William IV, also had to -adopt Iftera} 
constitution hi his state. . He also promised to lead the movements of*, 
national unity and freedom. People of all these states got many rights.. 
Freedom of speech, press and pen was given to the people. People, 
were allowed to arrange meetings and to march in processions. 
Decision was also taken to constitute a National Assembly and to form 
a new constitution. 


Parliament of Frankfurt or *Vom Pari foment* was elected on the 
basis of the adult franchise. Its first meeting was called at Frankfurt. 
Its purpose was to form a constitution for a unified Germany. It 
decided to have a legislature of about six hundred elected members 
from various states and to set up a Council of Ministers. Emperor 
Frederick William IV of Prussia was invited to be its head but he 
refused to become the Emperor of unified Germany. It was due to* 
many reasons :— 

(») Frederick was an orthodox and did not support the Frankfurt 
Parliament. 

(2) He believed in the Divine Rights of the Kings and was not 
ready to accept the constitution enacted by the Frankfurt Parliament. 

(3) He thought it to be against his dignity to be crowned by th& 
revolutionaries. 


(4) The real cause was that he was afraid of the Austrian might 
and was not ready to invite Austrian enmity by accepting this offer. 

Thus, the Prussian ruler suspended the liberal constitution in his 
state. Rulers of other states also followed suit. Liberals and 
revolutionaries rose in revolt but their movements was crushed with an 

iron hand. Failure of the liberal movements resulted in despotic rule 
in the German states once again. 

, Cause * of the Fa il ur « of the Movement for the Unification 
of Germany -There were many causes responsible for the failure of 
the German unification movement : — 

(1) The reactionary policy of Metternich, the Prime Minister of 
Austria was the main cause behind the failure of this movement 
He oid not et the German libera) ideas flourish. Although he hOd to 
run for his life to England, his orthodox policies did not change The 

Resolution' hOT fo , HoW:d hU P °!^ and crushed the Austin 
Re olution. He was also a source of encouragement for Frederick 

William IV of Prussia and many German states who followed him and 

StSSr arChKS by SUSpend ' ne ‘ iberaI constitutions"^ 

(2) The Frankfurt Parliament took too much time to enact a 
the n movcmem ^ elK ’ USh *° thc Ern P eror of Austria to crush 

I c,d\j^f russ:an was obliged to accept the 
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it out of fear of the Austrian power. Such a mistake on his part and 
his weakness belied the hopes of the German patriots. 

4. The Revolutionaries lacked unity and they did not act 
unitedly and in a planned manner. 

5. The Revolutioneries did not have unity of purpose also. There 
o was disparity in aims. Some of the Revolutionaries were in favour 

of a Republic while others wanted imperialism and a powerful German 
Empire. Difference of purpose caused lack of co-operation. 

6. Apart from being disunited, the Revolutionaries could not 
enlist the co-operation of the masses by arousing nationalism in them. 

7. The Revolutionaries could not find able leadership. Their 
leaders were not experienced. So they could not offer right leadership 
to them. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


1, Influence of Napoleon—Napoleon pived the path for unity by conquer¬ 
ing small German States and forming the Confedraiion of the Rhine. The failure 
of his attack on Moscow encouraged the German patriots. 


2 The Vienna Settlement and Germany—As a result of the Vienna Settle¬ 
ment a United Germin Federation was set-up ; O'd despotism was restored ; 
Dissatisfaction of patriots; Setting up of secret committees to propagate nation¬ 
alism; A great conference at Wartburg in 1817 A D.; Slaughter of a Russian ne ws¬ 
man; Suppression of the movement by Metteroicb. 

? . Crushing of the Liberals by Metternich—Frederick William III, the ruler 
of Prussia was taken io by the sweet words of Metternich ; **e crushed the liberal 
and nationalist sentiments of the people through Carlsbad Decrees and tneir loss of 

freedom. 


4. Economic Unification of Germany-Absence of free trade among various 
states- Setting-up oi an economic union of 12 neighbouring states by Prussia in 1»19 
A D and their free trade; Joining thia union by all German States except Austria by 
1834 A D. ; Failure of Metternich to break it; Economic unity paved the way for 

national unity. 

5. Effect* of the Revolution of 1830-The revolution of 1830 .‘“.voiced revolt 

in many states; Constitutional rule in all but Austria and Metternich 

crushed this movement by following reactionary policies ; Liberal constitutions 

suspended by all the rulers. 

6. Effect of the Revolution of 1848-As a result of this revolution, Mctteraich 
ran awav from Vienna to England ; Rebellion m various German States and settiug 
up of liberal rule; Resolve to draft new constitution; Refusal of the Prussian ruler 
wf accept the crown of a united Germany ; Putting down the revolution and the end 

of the Liberal Constitution. 

7 Causes of the Failure—(1) Reactionary policy of Metternich ; (2) Delay 
in the making of a Constitution at Frankfurt ; (3) Refusal of Freder.ck to accept 
!Sec£w“; (4) lick of unity; (5) Divergence of aims ; (6) Absence of mass 

co-operation ; Lack of able leadership. 
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BISMARCK AND THE UNIFICATION OF GERMANY 

•0*0. 2. Briefly trace the course of events leading to the Uniflcat- 
fiZf Germany. ( Ve 'y I*»P«rtan!) 

Or ,4 * 

Trace the stages by which Bismarck achieved the Unification of 
Germany under Prussia from 1864 to 1870. 

Or 

Trace the steps by which the Unification of Germany was achieved 
bringing out clearly the part played by Bismarck. ^ ig51 55 5? ^ 

Or 

Explain and show briefly how Bismarck brought about thc Unifi^tion 
of Germany. (D.U. 1963) 

Or 

“Not by speeches and majority votes are the great questions of the 
day decided, but by blood and iron.” Discuss this view of Bismarck. 


% 


Or | 

How did Bismarck unify Germany ? Explain clearly his methods and 
the character of the «go?ernment he set up. 

Or 

“The German Empire is the result of the policy of ‘Blood and Iron’ 

carried out by Prossia in three wars which were crowded into the brief 4 

period of six years, 1864-1870.” Explain and discuss. 

Ans.-l. Frederick William IV and Germany—The efforts of the 
German patriots to unify Germany in 1848 A.D. failed. Many states 
did not accept the deliberations of the Frankfurt Parliament Conse¬ 
quently, the old Confederation and the old rule were re-established. The 
Austrian reactionary policy succeeded and she regained her supremacy 
on Germany. But the German patriots derived many lessons out or their 
failures. They formed a strong belief that German unification was 
impossible unless Austrian rule was put to an end in Germany. 
Austria could be dealt only with power. It was also clear that unifica¬ 
tion through constitutional means was difficult because such efforts 
could not satisfy all the states. Every state was concerned with her own 
interests. 

Frederick William IV of Prussia gave his people a Constitution and 
a Parliament. But he was not in favour of the English type of 
Parliamentary Democracy because he did not want to part with his 
own rights. The Parliament had no control on the Council of Ministers. 
He tried for a united Germany.^/ He established a Federation at Erfurt 
with the co-operation of the rulers of Han aver, Saxony, Wurtemberg 
and Bavaria. Austria could not put up with such efforts by Prussia. 
This resulted in strained relations between the two. Therefore, Saxony 
Bavaria, and Wurtemberg left this Federation because they did not want 
any confrontation with Austria whose might they were afraid of. finder 


THE UNIFICATION OP GERMANY 


323 

-such conditions, Prussia had to enter into a treaty with Austria at 
Olmutz in 1850 A.D. and had to accept the Federation of 39 states 
and revert back: to the 1815 status. Thus, the Austrian supremacy in 
■Germany succeeded for the time-being. 

2. William I and Germany—Frederick William IV of Prussia died 
in 1861 AD and was succeeded by his brother William I. He was 64 at 
that time but was an experienced soldier. He had fought many wars He 
tyd a strong will-power and a firm belief that Germany could be unified 
only under the Prussian leadership and that the Prussian fate depended 
upon her army. He favoured a strong military for Prussia achieve 
the unification of Germany. "Once be" said, ” Whoever wishes to rule 
Germany must conquer it and that cannot be done by phrases' * He believed 
that “The appeal of Prussia should be to the <&od of Battle alone." 

William I did many a thing to organise the military might of 
Prussia. He found his Minister of War in an experienced and able 
general Von Roon. Von Moltke was his Chief of the Army Staff He 
made.it compulsory fbr all to serve in the army for three years. William 
I wanted to double the army and to buy war-equipment. He wanted 
money to fulfil this desire but the legislature did not sanction it. Thus, 
there began a long struggle between the two. The King was not ready 
to reduce his demadd and the Assembly did not want to relinquish its 
right on the national purse. 

A majority of the members of the Assembly were Liberals and were 
not in tune with the military plans of the monarch. But the ruler dissolved 
the Assembly in 1862 A.D and there were fresh elections. The Liberals 
&t t a majority in that too. Now there were three courses open to him 
(1) He could either suspend the Constitution, dissolve the House and be¬ 
come a dictator (2) or to shelve the army’s re-organisation scheme, (3) or 
to abandon the throne. After much thought, he decided upon the third 
course and even got prepared to tender his resignation. But fortunately 
he got the services of an experienced person, named Bismarck. William 
4 appointed him as his Prime Minister in 1862- He assured the king that 
he would put his plans to action even in the face of an opposition from 
the Assembly. He said, “I will rather perish with the King than forsake 
your Majesty in the contest with Parliamentary Government ” William I 
was very much impressed by Bismarck and he tore off the resignation 
and decided to work on his plan. 

3. Bismarck’s Policy—Bismarck favoured unlimited monarchy 
He did not believe in the constitutional rule. He followed the policy of 
“Blood and iron.” He used to say, “The German problem cannot be 
solved by Parliamentary decrees but only by blood and iron." 

He had two aims :—(lj Prussia should assume leadership \>f 
j^/many for her unification and Austria should be turned out of 
Germany. (2) Prussia should not merge her entity into Germany. 
Instead, she should conquer Germany and propagate Prussian civiliza¬ 
tion, customs and art. 

Bismarck favoured the setting-up of a strong army to achieve these 
igoals. He believed that unity could be established only through a war. He 



324 


SWAN HISTORY CF MODBRN 


used to say that the Germans do 
not want the liberalism of 
Prussia. Instead, they want to 
see a powerful Germany so that 
tbe work of unification was com¬ 
pleted.* He explained his policy in 
a speech in 1863 A.D. He said 
“Not by speeches and resolutions 
of the majorities are the great 
questions of the day to be decided , 
but by blood and iron .” 


A tussle followed between 
the King and his Prime Minis¬ 
ter on the one hand and the 
Parliament on the other for 
four years. The King summoned 
the Parliament many a time to 
get money for an increasing the 
military might. The Lower 
House opposed it every time 
while the Upper House favoured 
it Taking the consent of the 
Upper House as legal, Bismarck 
collected funds through taxes 
and expanded the army and made Birmarck 

it stronger. Criticism from the * 

Lower House did not deter him from his resolve. He would often say 
that future of Prussia and Germany depended not on the Parliament 
but on the army. 


In this way, Bismarck, following his policy of blood and iro>v 
succeeded in undying Germany and he established the rule of Prussia 
on the whole of Germany. 

4. Ware fought by Prussia—Bismarck was a clever politician 
and a gTeat warrior. He began the task of German unification* 
tbroueh military strength. He reorganised the Prussian armed forces. 
As a result, he had to fight three wars and had to face many difficulties. 
Some of them are as under : — 

(1) The Prussian Liberals began to cry for constitutional reforms^ 
But, Bismarck rejected their demands and crushed them. 

(2) The rulers of bigger German States were against unifica¬ 
tion because they did not want to lose their identity. 

(3) The Southern German States were under the French rule. 

(4) Austria dominated In the Northern region and was proving 
to be a great hurdle. 

(5) Denmark had a greedy eye on two of the North-Western 
border states. Bismarck snowed his political mettle and achieved bis- 
ends by his astute diplomacy. 
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(a) War against Denmark, 1864-Bismarck wanted to fight a war 
-against Denmark for two reasons 

(/) He wanted to put the Prussian military might to a test, (ii) 
He wanted to find an opportunity to wage a war against Austria. He 
knew that after a successful war against Denmark, he would find a 

*hance to fight against Austria in the Duchies of Schleswig and 
;HoJstein. 

Both of these Duchies were in the Danish Peninsula, an extension 
of the great plain ot North Germany. Both of them were governed by 
ithe ruler of Denmark. But they were not a part of his kingdom 
Holstein was a member of the German Federation but Schleswig was 
n°t. All the inhabitants of Holstein were Germans while those of 
Schleswig were a mixture of German and Danish people. The Danish 
people were in favour of the merger of these Duchies into Denmark but 
the Germans wanted to make them a part of the German Federation 
Prussia had also similar intentions for these Duchies. The Duke of 

Augustenberg was also planning to grab them. Thus, the position had 
-become very complicated. 

The problem was tried to be solved through the Treaty of 
•London in 1852 A.D. Frederick VII of Denmark was recognised as 
the Duke of these Duchies but be was debarred trom making them a 
j>art of his kingdom. Holstein remained a member of the German 
Federation as before. The Duke of Augustenberg was given a large 
amount in return for forsaking his claim on these Duchies. Austria 
.and Prussia also accepted this treaty. 

In 1863 A.D , Frederick VII of Denmark enacted a new consti¬ 
tution and drew out a plan to annex Schleswig and to grant freedom 
cto Holstein. But he died in November, 1863 and his son, Christian 
IX succeeded him on the throne of Denmark. He anoexed Schleswig to 
his kingdom. The German Diet dittoed the action of the new Duke of 
Augustenberg and took over the rule of Holstein.| But Bismarck was 
against this decision of the Diet. (1) He wanted to make these 
Duchies a part of Prussia. (2) He did not favour a Prince who was 
friendly to Austria. He could not tolerate the control of Denmark on 
Schleswig. He took Austria with him and warned Denmark to suspend 
the new constitution within 48 hours.| The King of Denmark could not 
do that as the Danish Parliament was not in session and only it had 
the right to suspend the constitution. Bismarck with the help of 
Austria declared a war against Denmark. Denmark was defeated and 
as per the Treaty of Vienna in 1864 A.D., Prussia and Austria got a 
joint control over these Duchies. Austria wanted to give these 
Duchies to the Duke of Augustenberg but she could not do so in the 
ace of opposition from Bismarck. A treaty was signed by Prussia and 
Austria in 1865 AD. at the Convention of Gastein. Accordingly, 
Schleswig went to Prussia and Holstein to Austria. Bismarck also got 
control t>ver the Duchy of Lauenberg by paying for it to Austria. 

ms °?? r » * n which this intricate problem was solved, shows how 
shrewd a politician Bismarck was. He was not yet confident to face 
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Austria. He got a chance to make preparation through this treaty. !He 
ended the Danish influence on the German Federation and the Duke 
of Augustenberg lost his right for ever. This treaty gave Bismark a 
chance to declare war against Austria at any time.^ 

(b) The Anstre-Prnssian War, 1866—Bismarck wanted to affect 
Germany’s unification by ousting Austria from. Germany. He knew 
it well that it was not possible unless Austria was turned out of 
Germany and as such the use of force was inevitable. 

Causes of the War—A war broke out between Austria and Prussia 
in 1866. It was for the following reasons 

(1) Austria was eager to join Zollverein —Zollverein or‘Customs 
Union; formed in Germany proved very useful for Prussia. The member 
states of this union had now begun to take Prussia as their leader- 
Austria could not tolerate it. Austria wanted to join this Union but 
Bismarck opposed it. Bismarck had also signed a trade treaty with 
France in 1862 which Austria did not relish. Hence* enmky between 
the two countries grew. 

(2) Problem of Hesse—The ruler of Hesse gave a new constitu¬ 

tion to his people in 1860 A.D. but the Liberals were not satisfied and 
they wanted a more liberal rule. Austria sided with the people in this 
struggle while Prussia sided with the ruler of Hesse. Austria^ wanted to¬ 
rn align Prussia by siding with the people. ^ 

(3) Diplomacy of Bismarck —Bismarck showed his diplomacy at 
this juncture. He knew that German Unification was not possible unless 
Austria was pushed out of the German Union. But the German Union* 
had been formed according to the decision of big powers of Europe* 
at the Vienna Congress. So he apprehended an intervention by those 
big powers in the event of any challenge to the Austrian supremacy. 
But Bismarck* through his diplomacy succeeded ii^ depriving Austria, 
of any help from other powers. 

England was also in favour of German Nationalism. Bismarck* fry 
following a policy of free-trade, was able to enlist her co-operation - 
England was also against the reactionary policies of Austria in> 
Germany. Bismarck also^sided with the Czar of Russia on the question 
of Poland and got from him a promise to be neutral. The Cfcar was 
already angry with Austria because she had not helped him in the 
Crimean War. Napoleon III, the ruler of France* wanted a war between 
Prussia and Austria so that they might become weak and he might get & 
chance to increase his influence in Germany and to expand the borders- 
of his kingdom to the Rhine. Bismarck was much more clever than hc-g* 
was. He had a meeting with Napoleon at Biarritz in 1865 A.D. and got 
a word of neutrality form him. Bismarck also entered into a treaty 
with Italy and she promised to help him in the war in exchange for 
Bismarck’s giving Venetia to her. 

(4) Immediate Cause —Schleswig and Holstein proved the immedi¬ 
ate cause of this war. The Treaty of Gastein gave Schleswig to Prussm 
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and Holstein to Austria. Bistrarck alleged that Austria was not ruling 
Holstein quite well and that she was by-passing the Treaty of Gastein 
by favouring the Duke of Augustenberg. Hence, he moved his army to 
take control of Holstein. Austria declared war against Prussia on 
June 14, 1866 and as such a war began between the two countries. 

Events uf tbe-War—The war began in June, 1866 and lasted only 
for seven weeks. Thus, it is also known as the ‘Seven Week’s War* in 
history. No European power helped Austria in this war. The states of 
Bavaria, Saxony, Hanover and Wurtemberg, however, took her side 
Prussia began this war with full preparations and Von Moltke th^ 
able general of Prussia, directed the operations. * 

Within three days of the beginning of the war, Prussia captured 
Hanover, Dresden, Cassel and Saxony. Thus, after bringing the 
Northern Germany under his control, Moltke turned towards Bohemia 
Italy also declared a war on the other hand and attacked Bavaria* 
The Austrian forces gave a crushing defeat to the Italian forces at 
Custozza and Lissa. Although Italy could not have any military gains 
yet she engaged a sizable portion of the Austrian army in Italy and thus 
paved the way for the Prussian success. 


Moltke moved his forces from three sides. Both the armies met 

w"'® at Sadowa on 3, 1866. The Prussian Emperor 
William I, Moltke and Bismarck watched this battle from the top of 

a hill. In the beginning, it seemed as if Austria was going to win 
But in the afternoon, the Prince of Prussia with his army reached to 
help the Prussian lorces and the tables of the war were turned 
Austria was defeated and she lost more than 40 thousand soldiers in 
this war. After winning this war, Moltke said to William "Your 
Majesty has won not only the battle but the campaign." * 


.} a France, the weak policy of Napoleon was subjected to 
harsh criticism because it was due to his policies that a powerful 
state of Prussia sprang up. The public in that country w£ of the 
opinion that. It is France that was beaten at Sadowa'. Thiers said 

^ffeVed^ZZid^/Zar^ h °’ 


Results of the War-After a defeat at Sadowa, Austria was 
forced to sign the Treaty of P.ague. Some of the officers in Prussia 
T D ‘ ed .‘° '" vade Vienna but Bismarck did not favour it He was 

afr ? ld u tha o Fra . nce c ? uld CO” 16 to the help of Austria in that event 
and the Prussian victory could have become meaningless This 
thing apart, he wanted to enlist the Austrian help in the case of a 
war against France. He himself had said, "We must finish off 

r Amfr y ia ,ime to br,n « di P^mat,c action to bear on 

“ rF **‘y of Prague-The Treaty of Prague was signed by both 

."JVi'k °S A “ gust 23, 1866. Bismarck again proved hifdiplo- 

H.r. 1 , —'15^ keep, ??. the P rov »*°ns of the treaty not very harsh. 
Harsh conditions could have prolonged the war as France was likely to 
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intervene in that case. Historians like Grant and Temperiey have 
opined in this respect— \ 

'diplomatic skill that he exhibited but also real statesmanship. 

The important terms of this treaty were as under : - 


(1) Confederation of Germany was done away with and conse¬ 
quently Austrian influence in Germany came to an end. 

(2) Austria had to pay a huge War-indemnity. 

(3) The state of Venetia was given to Italy. 

(4) The Fraokftirt Diet was also dissolved. 

(5) States, north of the river Main, were grouped into a union and 
were kept under Prussia. 

(6) Holstein was brought under the control of Prussia. 

(7) States, south of Germany, were left free to act as they 


w&ntcd* 

Imuortance — This victory proved to*be very useful for Prussia 
t. ar , n »xed the states of' Schleswig, Hanover, Hesse, Cassel, Erfurt, 
WnUtrin etc She also got 27 thousand sq miles of land from Austria 
and her' ^'oulation was increased by abo'ut. 4 5 millions. Her inter¬ 
national prestige was enhanced and she becamj: one of the most power¬ 
ful countries of Eurpoe. Her military poweTwas acknowledged by the 
whole of Europe. Twenty-two states north of the Main were made into 
™ Federaticm'under the Emperor of Prussia as its President. The Prime 
Minister and other Ministers were responsible to him. There was 
provision for a Bi-cameral Parliament. The Upper House was called 

‘ Bundesrat It had 43 members, seventeen of them from P™ssia_ Thc 

Lower House was known as 'Reichstag . It consisted of 297 members 
elected on the basis of universal adult franchise/ However, the real 
power still vested in the Emperor and his Council df Ministers. The task 
of the unification of the German states north of the Main was thus 


completed by this war. . 

Austria and Hungary entered into a treaty by which an indepen¬ 
dent state of Hungary was formed under the presidentship of Austria. 
Austria lost her influence in Germany and also her mternatiomd 
prestige. She had to forsake many areas. Famous historian Ha*en 

has said about this war— • 

“ It proved to be one of the shortest wars in history , one of the 
most decisive and one whose consequences were most momentous 

"(c) Tranco-Prusslan War, 1870-71 -A war with France was necess¬ 
ary for the unification of Germany. This war was fought in 1870;/l. 

Causes of this War— The causes of, this war are as given below : — 

(I) Napoleon’s Failure in the Mexico Campaign -Napoleon met 
vith complete failure in his Mexico Campaign of 1864-66. This cam* 
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paign proved very disastrous for him. It affected the military resources 
of France very adversely and told heavily on the national exchequer. 
Napoleon’s international prestige and honour got a jolt. He began 
to be considered as weak and coward in the Eurpean countries. Thus 
Napoleon wanted to enhance his own prestige and that of France by 
fighting a war againgt Prussia. 

(2) Enmity between France and Prussia -Napoleon remained 
neutral in the Austro-Prussian War in 1866. He thought that this war 
would render both Prussia and Austria weak and France will become 
influential as well as powerful. But his hopes were belied Prussia 
defeated Austria badly in the Battle of Sadowa. Prussia came out to 
be more powerful in this war and posed a great threat to France The 
French became very critical of the policy of Napoleon as they consi¬ 
dered the Austrian defeat at Sadowa as their own. They felt “It is 

France who was defeated at Sadowa." 


The French began to take Prussia as their enemy No I and became 
very eager to avenge this defeat. On the other hand, the Prussians also 
hated France. The insult at the hands of Napoleon I was still fresh 
in their hearts. A war was inevitable under these circumstances. 

a e Bismarck s Efforts for the Unification of Germany —Bismarck 
•defeated Austria in J 866 and formed a Union of the Northen States 
-ol Germany. He wanted to complete this unification by annexing 
Bavaria, Baden, Hesse, Wurtemberg, etc. the Southern States of 
Germany. France was a great hurdle in his way. There was no 

‘“ l , er ° ut b u * a war. Bismarck himself used to say in this respect— 
War with France lay in the logic of history " 

(4) Napoleon demanded some territory on the Bank of Rhine — 
When a war broke out between Austria and Prussia mt 1 Risourc* 
promised to give some areas on the bank of the .Rhine and in return 
Napoleon remained neutral in that war, Napoleon demanded these 
areas when the war ended but Bismarck rejected that demand. Bismarck 
instigated the ruler of Bavaria against France saying that Napoleon 

wanted to g-ab his state. Other South German States afco began to 
suspect Napoleon s designs. \ 

(5) Diplomacy of Bismarck- While Napoleon was ambitious, 
Bismarck was a great diplomat. Napoleon wanted to conquer Belgium 
but Bismarck opposed it. He disclosed this secret to England llso. 
He, very clearly, created bitterness between England and France 
Napoleon wanted to buy Luxemberg from the ruler of Holland but he 
oou/d not do so Bismarck also entered into a treaty with the Czar of 
Russia and Italy was obliged to be neutral in the event of a war. Thus 
Bismarck s diplomacy shelved the ambitions of Napoleon. This 
resulted in an increased enmity between the two. 

Immediate Cause— The people of Spain revolted against 
tneir^Queen Isabella. The queen fled to France. The people of Spain 
wanted to make Leopold, the brother of the ruler of Prussia, theirjring. 
Bismarck also favoured it but Napoleon opposed it. Leopold witliidrew 
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his name. The French Council of Ministers asked the Prussian ruler to 
promise that no one belonging to Hohenzollem family would be made 
the ruler of Sprin. The French Ambassador put this demand before 
the ruler of Prussia but he rejected this demand. Bismarck got printed 
the details of this context in such a way that both the people of Prussia 
and France were annoyed. He himself said, "// will have the effect of 
red~rag on the Gallic bull.* 9 

It had its effect and the people of both the countries grew angry- 
The French thought that their envoy was insulted while the Prussian* 
took it as a disgrace to their ruler. The position got aggravated and 
a war broke out. 

Napoleon was not in favour of waging a war because his pre¬ 
parations were not complete but he had to declare a war at the insistance 
of his people and the Council of Ministers. The South German State* 
helped Prussia in this war. 

Events of the War—Prussia declared a war on July 15, 1870' 
and invadad France with the help of the South German States. 
France had to suffer many defeats and the enemy captured many of her 
cities. The Prussian forces trounced Alsace and Lorraine also. Then it 
beseiged the Fort of Metz. The commander of these French forces was- 
Bagaine. The other part of the French army, fighting under Napoleon, 
was badly defeated at Sedan and he was forced to surrender and wa* 
arrested. He himself sent a word , “The army has been defeated ani i* 
captive ; I myself am a prisoner .” 

The queen fled to England. Thus, on September 4, 1870, France was- 
again declared a Republic. A government of National Defence was 
formed under the leadersip of Gambetta. In the meanwhile the 
Prussian army surrounded Paris. Metz fell on October 27, 1870. AU 
the German forces now joined their units surrounding Paris. The: 
condition of the French in Paris deteriorated for want of food supplies- 
and after a resistance for four months, the people in Paris surrendered 
on February 28, 1871. 

Treaty of Frankfurt—After the war was over, the terms of the 
Treaty of Frankfurt were put before France which was signed on May* 
10, 1871. Bismarck made the terms deliberately very hard. They were 
as under : — 

(1) France had to surrender Alsace and Lorraine to Prussia. 

(2) France agreed to pay a war-indemnity of five million Franc* 
within three years. 

(3) A part of German army was agreed’ to be kept in France 
at the French cost until the indemnity was paid. The army was to be 
reduced in proportion to the payment made. 

Unification of Germany—Bismarck had formed a Ubion of the Northi 
German States after the Austro-Prussian War. The South German 
States also sided with Prussia in the Franco-Prussian War. During the 
war, a compromise was made, between the twaand these southern state* 
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so agreed to join the union. Before the war was over, the task of German 
Jnification was completed on January 18, 1*71 and a German Empire 
ame into being. A meeting was arranged in the Palace of Versailles on 
anuary 18, 1871. It was attended by the rulers of many German States, 
lismarck declared the formation of the German Empire in this meeting 
ind William I of Prussia was pronounced as its Emperor under the new 
lame or Kaiser William I. A Federal Government was established for 
his Empire and Berlin was made its Capital. It has been rightly said 
n this context, “ The clever and ruthless diplomacy of Bismarck achieved 
vithin the Small period of a decade German Unification which had eluded 
ht German patriots in 1848 . Austria was successfully ousted The French 
^ere humbled. Prussia had successfully Prussianised Germany as a result 
>/ the policy of blood and iron.*' 

Results of the War—The results of this war are given under : — 

(1) End of the Second Empire in France— Napoleon III was 

Jefeated in a battle on September 1, 1870 and was taken prisoner. 
The news of his defeat reached France on September 3, and she was 
Jeclared a Republic the following day. Thus, the Second French 
Empire came to an end. ^ 

(2) Repubilic in France— After the downfall of Napoleon, .a. 
neeting of the National Assembly was called on September, 4. A large 
:rowd Of people surrounded the Assembly building shouting 
tlogans ‘ Down with the Empire , Long live Republic ' So the democratic- 
nmded leaders declared France a Republic. The followers of Monarchy 
opposed it and a civil war followed which lasted for six weeks. After a 
lerce bloodshed, the war ended on August 31, 1871. The Third 
Republic in France came into being with Thiers as its President 

(3) Unification of Germany— The South German States agreed to 
join the North German Confederation. Thus, on January 18, 1871, a 
Serman Empire was established. The ruler of Prussia, William, was 
made the Emperor who now camp to be called as Kaiser William I. 

Berlin was made its capita] ■*-Germany was made a Federation. 

• 

(4) Unification of Italy—AX the breaking out of a war with 
Prussia, Napoleon had to withdraw his army from Rome, thereby 
rendering the Pope weak. Making use of this opportunity, Victor 
Emmanuel of Sardinia captured Rome and Venice. Garibaldi had 
already estalished his control over Sicily and Naples. The capture of 
Rome completed the task of the unification of Italy. Rome was made 
the capital of Italy. 

(5) Russian Influence in the Black Sea— Awailing of the chance 
provided by the Austro-Prussian conflict, Russia established her control 
in the Black Sea and increased her forces at Sebastopol. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Jnification of Germany 

1. Germany and Frederick William IV—Frederick William IV established 
. Union of Hanover, Wurtembcrg, Bavaria and Erfurt, etc. This union was broken 
s a result of the treaty with Austria, at Olmutz, in 1830. 



TH£ UNIFICATION OF GERMANY ^ 

the deL ShTbfo“r F«Sk [ JjST ,he ra, « ° f P™«ia aftt 
of Prussia Liberals in ,he Parliament were La ™t b ‘“STif' *>« military migt 

resign but Bismarck helped him at thiTju^cture. Wdbam got prepared t 

This was pMribbfonly °b? y facr«jw\|S^med a “ nifi,:d Gt ™any under Prussia 
Austria out of Germany He S lif .h ? - power of Prussia and by forcini 
this end and fought three wars. d thc pailJ y of Blood and Iron to acaievl 

4. War* fought by Prussia 
(!) War with Denmark. 

Lond!on *185 "|OenrnaTkJulcr“ : Fr°de r ‘ck *L2?ptX° al'n l“ d ? chlesw ' 8 ' Treat >' 0 

The ruler ofDenmark extended hi* control 2 1 D j|cc of the two Duchies 

tion in 1863. a his control over Schleswig through the new constitu- 

Austria j^ofnt^atrol^^Aun'r^ii^rf 3 '? 31 P cnma /^ b y Bismarck with the help ol 

Gastein, ,865 i Tbe Treat? 0 , 

W/s-Prussia got a chance ,0 wage a war against Austria. 

( 2 ) Austro Prussian War , 1866. 

Hesse onEWck.^ < 2 > Prob,CT of 

to invdee B oh eml a*? Tea I y^sl d ed wi^pfis*^ ifu?* Cas ^ 1 ’ Sa * on 7> etc. His plan 

Lissa but ,he kept Austria engaged there - Ini y "a* , defc * tcd al Custozza and 
of war ; Treaty of Prague/ gagcd tl,crc » Austrir was defeated at Sadowa and end 

got respect^n Europe*'fettm. f ml* °/^. Prague ; Prussia became stronger and 

a se, ba P ck ,o honour ?nd powcr Coufederatioa ; Austria got 

independent HungariA m GenB «» ; Setting up of an 

(3) Franco-Prussian War, 1870-71. 

S^-e^TpSSS?'in^'SKSS^ - o?S!S2J2 k ^ ,l Lwf^“ ,co <*> E “” ! * 

Demand of the area on thr Rhin« a endeavour to unify Germany. (4) 

Immediate reaL ns “ C Rh,no hy Na P° ,COD * (5) Diplomacy 6f Bismarck. (6> 


Lorraine ; Napoleon’s defeat bcginn,n ® » Prussian control on Alsace and 

Prisoner/ DedamSon of. rJLk?— Se P le “ ber I. 1870 He was taken 
Paris ; End orwr;ro U °g f h a t h ^rea^} n F ^ a kf“rt : Pfu,sia ’ b ~ i * ed PariS ‘ ; Fall of 

Republican*France UnifiM.ftf 011 ? Empire in France. (2) Setting-up of a 

tion of If Jy. (5) Rusrian SS (4) Conc,usion of the Uoifica ’ 

Comparison between the Unifications of Germany and Italy. 

^nd^show°l^w 3 ri• aD< * c , ontrast tbe unifications of Germany and 
y and show bow Bismarck’s methods differed from those of Cavour. 

* ' (Important) 

complied in the^iot ** 3 0 ^*. u iJ? cat * on8 of Italy and Germany was 

(a) Similarities— 

0) Both the countries were divided in several small states ruled: 



34 

SWAN HISTORY OF MODfiKN EUROPE 

Of ria J I ^ ers ' E , Jlmity between the states together with their 

y ^"kere was an utter 

urbed the prevailing disunity and thus opened the way for unific™tton * 

(3) After the fall of Napoleon, by the decicirm nf \r m 
.ongress, the two countri s were again segmented intn cm a n V, f n “ a 
nd the rule of the old dynasties was restored Sma,ier StatCS 

«• ff„ n a ?'™ 

herefore, had to make strenuous efforts for their natioual'irajfy They * 

bese ( fi»£„“,5,2"£^^ 

letetmiued, though uusuoce.sfuP, att.mpt, uattoniiTudeJeude'ooT 

hey Sus^d'tfeit'S'eSruuS, A «'» *>» 

•f national integtation. Both had to t^fbatt ".ItaS' a ~ '"‘ y 
•omplete the work of unification. 6 nc * against Austria to 

(7) In both, one state stronger than th#* n *h«r , 

lostiie to one a e rtheV V,d the' n t t a°sk a o7 m un?fi °t Sma " StateS wh ich were 
lifficult. A major part of thecount™ »« ? .'“I. °?V there was ®ore 

:n j°yed a significant influence on the Catholic non?? by *r % Pope who 
vas inclined to maintafn nC his° n pos'itmn^^taw'and°f h *2S^ He 

/ehemently opposed to her unifiratir*n a o - y ?? d » therefore, was 

:he task of unification ol G‘rmanv murh against this, Napoleon made 
>r the Rhine Confederation Y mUCh eaS,er by establish ^ Zo live rein 

jveak state inVerse^whik. 0 G-Tmln^was^ed 1 ^ SUte ° f P,edmon t-a 

i.e., Prussia. Evidently, the ~k ,® d b £ ? powerful state— 

:ult than that of Germany. ~ f unification of Italy was more diffi- 

Federation. Under thesT cVreumsUnces U.u Z'T™ ° f the German 
struggle against Austria. ’ a y ^ad to wage a greater 

and then to makeher in irnUumenVin^acSeWn/th' 11110 ^ astrone s ‘ate 
Against this, the spirit of unification a'S/'^.^Toerm^: 



335 


TUB UNIFICATION OF GERMANY 

economic-unity was established through Zollverein which played a 
-very prominent part in the national unification of Germany. Robertson 
-has rightly observed in this regard— 

“The Zollverein united the German states in bonds of mutual economic 
Interest , it united them under the leadership of Prussia , and it accustomed 
ihem to the exclusion of Austria from the German body. 

(5) Cavour considered, himself a citizen of Italy first and then of 
Sardinia. While working for the Unification of Italy, he did not care 
much for the separate existence of Sardinia. He actually merged her 
with Italy to complete the process. On the contrary, Bismarck consi¬ 
dered himself a Prussian first and then anything else. He give prefe¬ 
rence to Prussia over Germany and attained the unification ot Germany 
(by merging other states into Prussia. That is why it is said— 

‘ Sardinia moved to Rome and Germany to Berlin.” 

(6) Bismarck had more faith in the use of force than Cavour and 
toe used it extensively. 

(7) In Germany, Bismarck faced more diplomatic difficulties 
•than Cavour had to face in Italy. Cavour got popular support from 
the general public. Mazzini inspired the spirit of patriotism and natio¬ 
nalism while Garibaldi won Naples and Sicily by the force of sword. 
The Central States of Italy decided to merge with her through opinion 
polls. Bismarck did not receive any such help. He had to crush 
opposition and rebellion from whatever quaters it came and imposed 
his will upon the unwilling people 

(8) Bismarck achieved his end by following a ‘Blood and Iron’ 
policy. He did not give any weight to the Legislative Assembly of 
-Prussia. He received no help from William 1, the King of Prussia. 
On the other hand, Cavour received full support from Victor 
(Emmanuel. 

(c) Difference Berween the Ideals and Methods of Bismarck and 
Cavour— 

Both, Bismarck as well as Cavour, were able Prime Ministers. They 
.did a commendable job of the unification of their respective countries. 
Both of them were great nation-builders but their views and methods 
differed widely. Cavour was liberal in outlook and believed in parlia¬ 
mentary democracy. He made Victor Emmanuel, ruler of Sardinia, the 
leader of the liberal movement in Italy. He never over-ruled the 
wishes of either the Parliament or the people. He secured co-opera- 
-tion of the people and of the Parliament first before he took any 
important measure. Bismarck, on the other hand, was a staunch 
-opponent of democracy and liberalism. He was against the British 
constitution and used to say— 

"The references to England are our misfortunes .” 

He hated democratic form of government. He was an enemy of 
revolution and a supporter of reaction. He cared little for the wishes 
•of the people or that of the Parliament. He always tried to impose 
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his wi 11 on the people by force. He favoured dictatorial and totalitarian, 
rule. He worshipped the king and his power He used to say that the 
credit for a great Prussia goes to the king and not to the people. In hi& 

words— 

••/ 1 had been the Prussian king , not the Prussian people, who had 
made Prussia great.” 

Cavour and Bismarck differed widely in their approach to the 
pioblems. Cavour knew it well that the unification of Italy could 
not be achieved just through the use of limited strength of Sardinia 
alone. He, therefore, sougnt the co-operation of the people and 
patriots of Italy. He even sought help from countries like England and 
France. Contrary to it, Bismarck tried to reach his goal by following: 
the policy of‘Blood and Iron’. He crushed opposition by the applica¬ 
tion of brute force. He greatly enhanced the military might of Prussia 
and through it, moulded the events in his own way. He accomplished 
the task of the Unification of Germany by bloodshed and defeated 
Austria and France in the battlefields without any external help. He^ 
had a firm belief that problems could be solved not by words but by 
the policy of ‘Blood and Iron*. According to him— 

"Not by speeches and majority votes are the great questions of the- 
day decidea , but by the policy of blood and iron” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Similarities and Dissimilarities between the Unifications of Italy and Germany 

(a) Similarities—(1) Both the countries were divided into small atates- 
which lacked unity. (2) Napoleon encouraged Unification and Nationalism? 
in these two countr-es, (3) The Vienna Congress again divided these countries 
into smaller stages. (4) Both suffered under the reactionary policies of Austria. 
Efforts made in 1830 A D. and 1848 A.D. failed. (6) Both had to battle against 
Austria. (7) The unification in each country was accomplished under the 
guidance of on • strong state in the respective countries. (8) Aided by ablfr 
ministers like Cavour and Bismarck. 

(b) Dissimilarities—(1) The task of unification of Italy was more difficult as- 
different states lacked unity f2) Piedmont was a weak state while Prussia was a. 
powerful one (3) Most of Italy was under the rule of Austria while in Germany. 
Austria was only the bead of the German Federation. (4) Importance of Zollverein 
in Germany. (5) Merger of Sardinia with Italy while unification in-Germany under 
Prussia. (6) Bismarck believed more in force. (7) Cavour got more cooperation- 
from the people and patriots than Bismarck. (8) Cavour enjoyed the support of the 
ruler of Piedmont while Bismarck got little help from the king of Prussia. 

(c) Difference between the Ideals and Methods of Bismarck and Cavour—- 

(1) Cavour was a liberal and an ardent believer in Parliamentary demo¬ 
cracy. Bismarck on the other band was a stauch opponent of democracy and 
libetalism. He favoured dictatorial and totalitarian rule and worshipped the king. 
(2) Cavour sought to secure the co-operation and help of people and patriots of. 
Italy as also other countries for the unification of Italy. Bismarck followed the- 
policy of Blood and Iron and achieved his ends through brute force, bloodshed 
and battles. 

Bismarck's life and Achievements 

4. Give a brief accoutt of Bismarck’s life, his aims and policy. 
Form an estimate of his achievements. (Imp.> 

^ ' (Or) 
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“Bismarck was one of Germany’s greatest sons, the greatest since 
Frederick the Great.” Discuss. 

Ans. Bismarck’s Life— Bismarck is considered to be one of the greatest 
statesmen, not only of Germany, but of the world. This great states- 
man was born in 1815 AD. in Schonhousen, a place 40 miles west of 
r Berlin. He belonged to an aristocratic family and had all the qualities 
of head and heart appropriate to a person with a blue blood in his veins 
He got education from Berlin and Gottingen Universities. Horse-riding 
and use of arms were his special interests. After completing his educa¬ 
tion he joined service in a civil department He could not pull on well 
with his officers due to his rebellious nature and had to resign his post 
After that, he settled down at his family estate of Knephof. In 1847 
A.D , he married the daughter of an aristocrat neighbour. His wife 
considerably influenced his thinking and he became an orthodox and 
an enemy of liberalism. 

In 1>47, he started his political career when he was elected to the 
United Prussian Diet. He became the leader of the ruling group due 
to his ability and brilliance. He was opposed to democracy and 

supported monarchy. Asa result of 1848 Revolution, King Frederick 

William IV of Prussia gave his people a liberal constitution Bismarck 
was greatly upset at this as it was his firm belief that only the king 
could decide and build the fate of Germany. He was elected to the 
German Diet in 1851 A.D. from Prussia. After becoming a member 
of the Frankfurt Parliament, he established contacts with many politi- 
' cians and made a deep study of politics He reached the c ^elusion 
that the unification of Germany could only be affected under the 
guidance of Prussia When King Frederick William IV refu?ed to 
adorn the crown bestowed upon him by the Frankfurt Parliament 
Bismarck was rather happy as he was against liberalism 

In 1859 A.D. he was sent to St Petersburg as Prussian 
Ambassador to Russia. Here, he got a good chance to study interna 
tional diplomacy. Next, he was made Ambassador to France where he 

closely studied and tried to understand the character of Napoleon Ilf 

In 1861 A.D., King Frederick William died and his brother 
William I succeeded him. He wanted to increase the military might 
of Prussia as he was of the definite view that the unification of Germany 
could only be brought about under the leadership of a strong and nower- 
ful Prussia. He used to sayr— 

“Whoever wishes to rule Germany, must conquer it and that cannot 
b? done by phrases 

William appointed Von Roon as the War-minister and Von 
Moltke as the Chief of Staff. He made a plan to increase the military 

I . I | M ... | 9 a , to sanction funds for 

the purpose. At this, William decided to tender his resignation however 

at this crucial stage he appointed Bismarck as the Prime ’Minister* 
He encouraged the King in his designs and promised him bis full co¬ 
operation. He said — 
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“f will rather perish with the king than forsake your majesty in the 
contest with Parliamentary Government 

Bismarck’s courage, determination and faithfulness made the King 
change his mind on the question of his resignation. With the help of 
the King and the Upper House, Bismarck organised a large and powerful 
army. He overruled the Lower House completely and rode rough sbod$. 
over the Constitution. 

Bismarck served Prussia well for over four decades. He played an 
important role during the reigns of Frederick William IV, William I and 
William II. He completely overshadowed the political scene of Germany 
from 1862 A. D. to 1890 A. D. He completed the process of the 
unification of Germany under the leadership of Prussia. He transformed 
Prussia into a strong nation militarily. In 1890 A. D., he developed 
differences with William II and tendered his resignation. This great 
statesman left for his heavenly abode on July 31, 1898. 

2. Bismarck’s Aims—Bismarck's first and foremost aim was to 
drive out Austria from Germany and to facilitate her unification. He 
had the firm conviction that Germany must be unified under the leader¬ 
ship of a dominant and powerful Prussia. He did not favour the merger 
of Prussia with Germany. He used to say— 

“Prussians we are and Prussians we will remain **. 

He was an opponent of liberalism and favoured monarchs. He 
wanted to strengthen the roots of dictatorship in Prussia. He was never ^ 
in favour of the Parliamentary form of Government like that of England. 
He often said— 

“Reference s to England are our misfortunes” 

He hated the parliamentary democracy. He was a reactionary 
and an anti-revolutionary. He said— 

“/ look for Prussian honour in Prussia's abstinence before all things 
from every shameful union with democracy ” 

He was an admirer of the power of the King and favoured mon¬ 
archy. He was of the view— 

‘7r had been the Prussian kings , not the Prussian people who had made 
Prussia great." 

He affected the unification of Germany through the totalitarian rule 
of Prussia under the leadership of the Prussian kings. 

3. Bismarck's Policy—Bismarck was a brave man with stroDg 
determination. He knew well that the task of unification was not 
possible through peaceful means. He, therefore, adopted the ‘Blood and j 
Iron' policy. He had a firm conviction that— 

“Nations are seldom born except in the battle." 

To achieve his objective, he gave primary importance to the 
military reforms in Prussia. Not withstanding determined opposition 
irom the Parliament, he established a well-organised and well-armed 
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SSrtSSnt-*" hjS beC ° ming ‘ he Prime Mini8ter - be "*» « W, 

V sp , eeches and majority rotes are the great questions of the 

Jay* decided -that was the great blunder of 1848 and 1849, hOtby blood md 

He bad to fight Denmark, Austria and France in the battle-fields 
due to this policy. But he scored final and decisive victories and 

succeeded in affecting the unification of Germany. “ 

4. Bismarck’s Achievements—Bismarck’s name is „„ 

the great statesmen ol Europe. It is said about him— ‘ d 0Dg 

of ° f,he m0Stfa ^^ Personalities in the history 

Bismarck was one of the greatest sons of Germany. -He was a 

devoted patriot and admirer of monarchy. He was a strong antagonist 

of liberalism and democracy. He favoured monarchy and was orthodox 
by conv.ction. He left no stone unturned to firmly strengthen the rule 

of the Prus.an kings and established a one-man rule in Germany He 

was a man of his word who would not rest until he had achieved what 

he said. He had not learnt to waver or to bend It was he and be alone 
upon whose strength William I decided to confront the Parliament ha? 
was so hostile and obstructionist. He had clearly stated to William I- 

For full twenty years he remained the controller of the destinv of 
the empire and completely dominated the political scene of Eurone 
He^emp'oyed all sorts of fair and unfair means to achieve his political 

. ^?^ rCk ”! aS desirous of the unification of Germany, and this he wan- 

^' , do U ? de ,J \ he stroDg and dominating leadership of Prussia At the 

r P 6 ' he . dld “ t want todo awa y with the entity, honourand conven¬ 
tions of Prussia. He wanted to considerably increase the military power 

f/ P r rus , s ' a - He reformed, re-organised and well-equipped the army in 
the teeth of strong opposition from the Parliament. He was or the firm 
view that umfication can only be attained by force He here lore 

bfsaymg- P V ' Bl °° d 3nd Ir ° n '' He hiraself his policy 

Put the strongest military power, in other words, as much blood 

nhl'Z" T y ° U MO v <he hanis °f ,he king of Prussia, then he wilt be 
h J j rry ou J the P° Uc y y° u w ‘f h - " cannot be done with speeches, 
celebrations and songs. It can only be done by blood and iron.” 

Bismarck foUowed this policy and attained spectacular success. 

This is what Hearnshaw had to say about it — 

"What philosophical disscussion and Parliamentarv votes had re re 
^accompltshe'd" ach,eVe ’ that B ‘smarck's policy of blood and iron .,adi 
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Tn 1870 71 he defeated France and merged tbe southern states as well 
*£S?i£!£ t £i constructed a powerful and mte^rated e = 


£ 


of Genmany under the King of Prussia. It was the greatest success 
of Bismarck. That is why, it is said- 




uiaiviw* « --^' Ji I #1 

The unification of Germany was a triumph of Bismarck s diplomatic 
skill and genius ” 

Prof Fyffe says about this great success of Bismarck— 

"Bismarck led a reluctant nation to a goal which he had himself 
n , rd for ™ There is no doubt that, but for him, German unity might 
hose remained only a dream for a long time to come. 

There is no doubt that Bismarck dominated the political scene 
of Europe for 20 years ; but some critics hold him responsible for 
the lst P World War. He forged an alliance between Austria and 
Italy by a treaty. Forced by the requirements of the situation, Russia 
and England formed a Tripartite Alliance against the two. This group- 

ism became the cause of the World War I. ^ 

All the same the Bismarck was a great statesman, a shrewd diplo- 
mat and a clever politician. He was an ardent patriot who ?erveo 

the monarchy with devotion He unified Germany improved her 

internal condition and made her a powerful nation of Europe, It is 
here that Bismarck's greatness lies. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Bismarck’s Life and Achievements— 

1 Bismarck's Life— Born in 1815 A.D. in an aristocratic family of Schon- 
hnnsen • Entered civil service after completing the education ; Resigned soon , 
Elected’to the Prussian Parliament and thus he initiated bis political life; <^P oscd 
the liberal constiiution that king Frederick William IV gave to the People in 184& 
AO. Became a member of the German Diet in 1851; Sent to St. Petersburg ;at 
P.ussian Ambassador to Russia in 1859; Assignment as Ambzss&dor to Fnm<cc. 
Studied international diplomacy ; Became the Prime Minist-.r of William I in 
1863 A.D ; Controlled the fare of Germany foi lull 20 years; Tendered his 

resignation in 1890 ; Died on 31st July, 1898 A.D. 

2. Bismarck's Aims —(1) Unification of Germany under the dominating leader- 
sut ->f Piussia; (2) An ardent opponent of liberalism and democracy ; Supporter 
of in anarchy and reaction ; Wanted to strengthen monareny m Germany. 

3. Bismarck's Policy— Adopted the policy of blood and iron to attain his 

aims. 


1 


4. Bismarck’s Achievements— (1) A great stausn an of Europe. (2) A true 
patriot and a devoted admirer of the monarchy. (3) Increased the military power 
of Prussia and followed a policy of blood and iron in order to affect the unification 
of Germany. (4) He was a great son of Germany who scored a spectacular success 
in the unification of Germany. (5) Some critics think he sowed the seeds ot 
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waj an ardem pat r i of?as hrew°"mloL l, ™‘ l ,ed and PowerfuJ country (7) 
20 years, he controlled the destiny of GeAnSy Ind'luroj," ° WQ (S > 
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during the yeJrVuVl-'48™o*u n ify in d ^ * h 6 PCOp,e ° f German y 
Account for the failure of thej attempt™™™" 26 th ' countr >’- 

3- S C p£“ d°by & W3S 

and iron aTcamed^m by PrusskHn' th * he P ° licy ° f bl °° d 

ptur *■ «* 

enemy before striking*her ctown^’^IIl^t" 11311 ^- *° isolate her 
of 1866 and 1870 . ’ Illustrate this by the events 

Discuss carefullv • (Pb. M.A. 1972) 

Wha n tT P h US h 3n WarS " °“°of German P y r . USSian and 

the hi^orj'of G7rmany ra ? POrtaDCe ° f the year 1866 and 1870 in 

oLTsta^llnrh.^ry^an'd ° f Ger ™°y” 

of his object. P y nd methods for the achievement 

^ G=E^i^ marCk b ^ o- ^establishment 

ofothe day S are Chd e S c a d n e d d t? "5 ‘■" C gr * at ^oas 

Discuss the statement ’in toe^ieht^f “ir lr0n '”i,. ( B,smarck )- 
methods for the unification of Germany B,smarc k * Poltey and 

Bl “' ,r "k‘«o briSTbou, 0 thetnSfe * 

Bismarck for ad ° pted ^C-ourTod 

analyse critically the results in LchcalT. PeCt "' e COUntnes and 

T5“»‘ ec«Tor%°S““ 

■Ma-s.wa.i 

srrStT; 

m^y by °1871 C ° Unt ^ the estab,ishme nt of a United Ger- 

(Delhi M.A. 1972) 
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(1) Czar Alexander I 

(2) Nicholas I 

(3) Alexander II 


1801-1825 A.D; 
1825-1855 A.D. 
1955-1881 A.D. 


ssz ss.’V's 

!b"dS ss;— roV5s.r^«r“ of Eu,0|,e 

but also improved the domestic position of their country. 

Czar Alexander I and Nicholas I 

O. 1. Give an account of the reign of Czar Alexander I (W01- 
1825 A. D.) and Nicholas I (1825-1855 A.D.) Or 

Discuss the domestic and Foreign Policy of Czar Alexander I. 

dozes of enlightenment and reaction. Discuss. 

What do you know about the home and foreign policy of Nicholas I. 

Ans. Russia had acquired considerable ta^nce in to* 

international field by the beginning of the 19ih century. 

she was a backward country with her social and political mstiim 

quite medieval in outlook. Even Peter and Catherine, too, failed 

impro Conditions—Russia was in a miserabie soc^l c^diUon 

The society consisted of mainly two classes, the nobles and the set. 
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The condition of the nobles was very good tk. • 

privileges. They were appointed to Ihe dwi „T5 ey 'f DJOyed S ^1 

and were exempted from all the taxes tk d - m,l,tar y pos.tions 

many fields. They led a luxurious and They ,.J“J°yed monopoly in 

other hand, led a miserable life. They numher ,J fe ' Tiie serfs on the 

were bound to the landlords. They worked aim 50 , m ‘ 1,,ons a °d 

¥ Hazen writes— y worKed almost like slaves. Prof 

potior^ (,andl ° TdS ' ) P° wer their serfs wa s extensive and des • 

tyranny. TheTaSd louis lould flogthem'^ell “him 6 ** !J n< ? ei ' taxes and 
and even kill them without any hindrancl SCnd them Io Sibe ™ 

class enjoyed a good status in other countries of pe °P ie of ‘b‘s 

Haxen has to say about the social conditions of Ru^ff'thole days-" 

slaved ^ a naUOn ° fSerfS ° nd °f Plants, little fetter off than the 

(b) Political Conditions— 

Righfo^^l^eS^ a H C be,i r Cd f •“ the divine 
poosible to him alone. All civil and mihtarvS* 1 of Ministers res- 
him and he used it in anv manner accord m 2 k rCC W ? s dircc,ly u "der 
, none to check him. He had the n^t ° ?'* ° W " free wi » There 
was the only law. The Ministers were 8 in , an y t 1 ax an d his will 

him. People had no say in the administratin'*^ “I** 1 dlsraissed by 
representative body to protect their righJI ,here was no 

.. The government of the country was bighlv ineffinVro x 

the judiciary was not independent and thefe ™Lc i aD r d conu P t . 

press and speech. The officials never hnthl ^ L so no freedom of 
duty. They were selfish and ^ their 

upon the people. y perpetuated untold miseries 

Czar Alexander I (1801.1825) 

A. D 0 He^iduIa'eT by nt a r0 S wt 'Vor* T P '" 1801 

liberal views considerably influened the Oar L tr Harp b> name - His 
a religious minded person. ,nnUenCd lhe Czar ‘ He was an idealist and 

,s& r “ d = 

refused to follow the Continental sistoo N?/ f Urope : Alexander 
latter launched an attack on Mosiowinlg^AD 
expedition of Napoleon proved an utter failure th k ™ ,J ' tar y 
Russian prestige and improved her lmage amo^ the Eurn^i'n^ ? the 
She began to be counted among the 8 po“f iations' 1 ;?!^:' 0115 - 

*' Hfa Tlberaliam—Alexander was a liberal in outlook and favoured 
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reforms. He was a religious person who believed that he had a divine 
mission to establish peace on earth. To establish peace and goodwill in 
Europe he formed the Holy Alliance. He took an active part in the 
Vietma Congress held in 1815 A. D. He proved his liberal outlook by 
advocating mild conditions for the French. 


He compelled Louis XVIII to give a new constitution to the French 
people He showed his liberal tendencies by granting a new constitu¬ 
tion to Poland by which he established a Parliament there. He made 
Polish the official language of press and worship. More people enjoyed 
the right of franchise there than in France or England. He showed due 
respect for the constitution of Finland, emancipated the serfs of 
the P northern states of Russia and supported the abolition of slavery. 
About all this Prof Hazen says— 

•« Alexander stood forth as the most enlightened sovereign on any of 
the great thrones of Europe." 


2. Imperialism of Alexander—Alexatder’s liberalism did not 
prevent him from being an imperialist. He conquered Poland, Finland 
and Bessarabia and thus showed his imperialistic tendencies. 


3 Reactionary Policy of Alexander—In spite of his liberalism* 
Alexander was a man of weak resolution and possessed a wavering 
mind He was a simpleton who could be carried along easily. Under _ 
Metternich’s influence, he turned into a conservative and a reactionary 
though at the Congress of Vienna, he had adopted a liberal posture. He 
started behaving like a wilful dictator. He himself began to destroy 
the freedom that he had bestowed upon the Polish people He supported 
the policy of interference as propounded by Mettermch and helped 
him to crush the nationalist movements in Naples, Pedraont and Spam. 

He did not support a rising on behalf of the Greeks against Turkey 
even though the Rurssian people sympathised with them How much 
was he influenced by Metternich is evident from what he had told 
Metternich in 1820 in the Congress of Troppau- 

“So we are at one. Prince, and it is to you that we owe it. You have 
already judged the states of affairs. I deplore the waste of time winch 
w must try to repair. / am here without any fixed idea , without any plan , 
but I bring you a firm and unalterable resolution. It is for your Emperor 
to use it as he wills. Tell me what you wish me to do and I will do it. 

Thus, as a matter of fact, he was a curious mixture of opposites, a 
compound of mysticism, liberalism and imperialism. No doubt he was 
an idealist and a man of principles but he did not have the capacity to ^ 
give his ideas a concrete shape. 

Nicholas I (1825-1855) 

Before his death, Alexander I declared his younger son, Nicholas I 
as his heir apparently at the cost of his elder son Constantine who was 
a liberal. People favoured Constantine and organised an armed insurrec¬ 
tion against this arrangement. Their slogan was—*' Constantine ana 
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Constitution .” Many of the mutinous soldiers thought that the 
Constitution was Constantine’s wife. The revolt was put down and 
Nicholas I succeeded to the throne. Leaders of the mutiny were shown 
no mercy and many of them were put to death. 

Nicholas I curbed the freedom of the press and clamped censorship 
on all newspapers. He banned the import of literature and newspapers 
into Russia, Liberal views were completely removed out of the text 
books. Students were not allowed to go abroad for studies. Foreign 
travel was banned. Intelligence force was brought in to keep an eye 
on the newspapers, school syllabii and the liberals. He prevented the 
expansion of liberalism in Russia through his policy of ruthless 
repression. As a result of this policy, no reforms were possible. It is 
Tightly said that —“Russia was frozen .” 

Prof. Hazen writes about his system of government— 

“His system of govemement was one of remorseless , undeviating 
repression , through the agencies of brutal police and an elaborate 
censorship .” 

He followed an intolerant religious policy. He was against any 
conversion from one religion to another. People desirous of conversion 
were severely punished, A strict eye was kept on the Catholic Jews 
and they were not given the freedom of worship. 

2 Foreign Policy —Nicholas I followed an aggressive foreign poilcv. 
He was an imperialist and an enemy of national movements. Prof. 
Hazen says — 

“ Nicholas's foreign policy made him hated throughout Europe as the 
most brutal autocrat on the Continent .” 

(1) Revolt in Poland— Nicholas’s policy created an undercurrent 
of resentment in Poland. Influenced by the Revolution of 1830 A. D., 
the Polish people rose in revolt and declared their independence on June 
28, 1831 A. D. The Czar put down the revolt by brute military force. 
The constitution granted by Alexander to Poland was withdrawn and 
she was merged into Russia. The independence of Poland was throttled. 
The supporters of reforms were terrorised and trampled under the heavy 
feet of tyranny. Many families were forced to seek refuge in other 
states of Europe. 

(2) His Attitude towards the Revolution of 1848 —To supress 
liberalism and revolutionary movements in Europe, he signed a Tripartite 
Treaty with Austria and Prussia. This alliance increased the Russian 
influence in Europe. 

Asa result of the 1848 Revolution, many countries of Europe 
passed through revolutions and aspired for freedom. Nicholas I tried 
his best to ciush these movements and addressed his courtiers in 
these words Saddle your horses y gentlemen, the French have declared • 
Republic ” 

Hungary hoisted the flag of rebellion against Austria taking a ci" 
from the 1848 Revolution. The Czar helped Austria against the free* 
•dom-lovers by providing Austria with both men and material. 
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He threatened to intervene in the internal affairs of Germany in order 
to crush the national movement there. In 1849, the Frankfurt Conven¬ 
tion decided to crown Frederick William IV, the King of Prussia, as the 
ruler of Germany. But Frederick feared that the Czar might 
not like this and hence declined the office. Due to this policy of the 
Czar, national movement in Germany received a severe set-back. 

(3) Nicholas I and the Eastern Question— Nicholas wanted to cash 
on the weakness of Turkey and wished her partition. At the time when 
he succeeded to the throne of Russia, Greece was struggling for freedom* 
from the Turkish rule. The Czar forged an alliance with France and 
England and these three countries together helped Greece against 
Turkey. The Russian navy completely defeated the Turkish fleet in the 
Battle of Navarino. After Canning’s death, France and England retraced 
their steps but the Czar continued helping Greece. At last, armistice 
was proposed and after the Treaty of Adrianople and declaration of 
the independence of Greece, the war was stopped This greatly increased 
the Russian influence in Greece. In 1830 AD, the governor of Egypt,. 
Mehemet Ali, declared a war against the Sultan of Turkey. England 
and France adopted a neutral posture while Russia helped the Sultan 
and forced Mehemet Ali to a disgraceful defeat. By the treaty of 
Unkiar Skelessi, Turkey allowed Russia to convert the Black Sea practi¬ 
cally into a Russian lake. In 1839 A.D. Mehemet Ali again waged a war 
against the Sultan. This time Russia joined England and France and 
took the side of the Sultan and defeated Mehemet Ali. By the 1840 
Treaty of London, special privileges which Russia enjoyed in the Black 
Sea were finished. In 1844 AD., the Czar proposed the division of 
Turkey but England rejected the idea. Highly disappointed. Czar 
decided to destory Turkey single-handed. But England came to Turkey’s- 
help and they both defeated Russia in the Crimean War. During this 
war, the Czar died in 1855. Even the people of Russia were tired of 
the reactionary and conservative policies of the Czar and they thought 
some reforms were necessary.^ Prof. Hazen writes— 

“The government was proved to be as incompetent and as impotent 
as it was reactionary. It was clear that the state was honey-combed with 
abuses which must be reformed if it was to prosper .” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Russia's condition in the beginning of the 19th century. 

(1) Social Condlilons —Society was divided into two classes-the nobles and the 
serfs: (2) The nobles led a luxurious life and enjoyed special privileges; (3) The 
peasant’s plight was miserable. They suffered under corrupt bureaucracy and 1 
excessive taxes. 

(2) Political Conditions —(1) The Czar was an autocrat who believed in the 
Divine Right of Kings; (2) People were in no way associated with the administra¬ 
tion, they neither had any representative body ; (3) The judiciary was not indepen¬ 
dent; (4) The king was a tyrant. 

2. Czar Alexander I, 1801—1825 A.D. 

(1) HU Liberaltsm-(l) First of all a liberal, supporter of religious reforma 
and a religious-minded person; (2) Formation of the Holy Alliance. 
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(2) His Imperaiism —Apart from hi* being a liberal, he was a imperia¬ 
list; He captured Finland, Poland and Bessarabia. 

(3) His Reactionary Policy —(1) A person of weak resolution and a 
wavering mind. He became a reactionary under Metternich’s influence. He 
was a mixture of opposites. 

3. Nicholas I, 1825—55 A.D. 

(1) Home Policy —(1) He was a conservative and self willed autocrat ; (2) He 
put the freedom of the people under many curbs. (3) His religious policy was 
also not liberal. 

(2) Foreign Policy —(13 He was a reactionary and an avowed enemy of 

nationlist movements; (2) He crushed the national movement of Poland in 
1830-31 A.D ; (3) Formed a Tripartite Alliance with Austria and Prussia in 
1833 A.D ; (4) Helped Austria to put down the revolutionary revolt in Hungary; 

(5) Nicnolas and the Eastern Question ; (6) The Crimean war and his death 

in 1855 A.D. 

Alexander II, 1855-1881 A.D. 

2. Give a brief account of the reforms introduced by Czar 
Alexander II. (V. Imp.) 

Or 

* The reign of the Czar II was both a period of reform and react¬ 
ion." Explain and discuss. 

Or 

Discuss the claim of Alexander II to be regarded as the “Czar 
Liberator". 

Ans.—Alexander II succeeded to the throne of Russia after the 
death of his father Nicholas I in 1855 A.D. Internal condition of Russia 
during those days was simply miserable. Discontent was wide spread in 
the country. Russian prestige had gone down after the defeat in the 
Crimean War and the disgraceful Treaty of Paris. People wanted radical 
changes to improve this state of affairs. It was only the result of the 
fascist and repressive policies of the earlier rulers. 

Alexander II was by no means a liberal but he had sense and ’ 
foresight. He knew it pretty well that radical changes were necessary 
to calm down the public anger and disillusionment. He, therefore, did 
not adopt a hard line and followed a policy of reforms. 

I. Reforms of Alexander II—During the first 10 or 11 years of 
his re gn, Alexander II affected the lollowmg reforms : — 

(1) j End of Serfdom — Russia was essentially an agricultural 
country and as such agriculture was the main occupation of the people. 
All the land was owned either by the king or by the landlords. Serfs 
tilled the land. The landlords would divide their land into two por¬ 
tions. One portion they kept for themselves and the other they gave out 
to the serfs. The serfs, in return, had to till the landlords’ land also 
and were forced to work on it for 3 days in a week. The plight of 
the serfs was miserable. The landlords exercised full control and 
authority over the serfs. According to Prof. Hazen— 

“The landlord hadparctically unlimited authority over his serfs.” 

The landlords could sell them, punish them and even exile them. 
There was no body to raise a finger even if a landlord killed a serf. 
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Thev could not leave the land without the will of the landlord. They 

™re sold alongwith the land. At times, the landlords wou d send 
them to the cities to earn money. In such a position, they had to gi e 
a major portion of their earnings to the landlord. The landlords ha 
complete authority even on the family of the serf. They^were often 
tyrannical and merciless towards the family of the serfs. Pror. Hazen 

says - . 

“Such a system offended the conscience of age, 

Alexander II realised that the only way to remove discontentment 
among the people was to emancipate the serfs. He saia 

•*Better to abolish serfdom from above.than to wait until it will 
be abolished by a movement from below. 

On March 3, 1861 A.D., he issued the Edict of ' l r“ anc ‘ p: f t ‘ 1 °? t ^ 
which be abolished the evil of serfdom all over Russia. Halt ot the 

land of the landlords was given to the serfs foi‘ farm *^* ^ 

bought this land and sold it out to the Village Communities 

collectively on easy annual instalments. The Village Community know 
as ‘Mir' was made* responsible for the collect.on ot land revenue and 
debt instalments. They could levy taxes on the ptwnh. ‘ was 
a commendable act on the part Alexander II both on human- 
tarian and economic grounds. All tins resulted inincreased agr.cul- 
tural output. Some of the peasants migrated to the cities and found 
jobs in industries which boosted the industrial growth. 

However, some critics say that the peasants were disappointed as 

thev did not benefit much from this policy. The amount of land allotted 
to them was not adequate to live upon. Moreover, they resented the 
payment of debt-instalments of the land, in addition to other taxes. 
Also, another irritating factor was the authority of the Village 
Communities. 

Notwithstanding all this, there can be no denying the fact that 
some improvement did occur in the plight of the serfs. They were at 
least saved from the tyranny ot the landlords, though it did not 
mean an end to all their problems. Prof. Hazen writes — 

“ The emancipation of the serfs is seen, therefore, not to have been 
an unalloyed boon. Yet, Russia gained morally in the esteem oj other 
nations by abolishing an indefensible wrong. Legally everyman was free. 
Moreover, the peasants, though fared ill , yet fared better than had the peas¬ 
ants of Prussia and Austria at the time of their liberation. 

(2) Administrative Reforms- Alexander affected many reforms 
in the administration as well Setting up of elected Local Councilswasan 
important step. These Councils known as 'Zemstvos were set up ini eacn 
district and in every province. People of all shades and classes fou 
representation in these. The Zemstvos were entrusted with tne task oi 
the maintenance of the roads and bridges, supervision of sanitation, 
education and health services. These bodies were . 
legislative and executive rights within their respective limits. Mumci- 
al Committees were formed in the cities for this purpose. Members ot 
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Justice was 
The accused 
him. The 
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the Provincial Coucils were elected by the members of the district bodies 

They were however, under the authority of the Provincial Governor' 

The rights of the Councils were limited, yet they were a step forward 
in the direction of political education to the people. It has been rightly 

the peopte" ^ ZemStVOS W€re t0 SerVe as Ihe Polyol training ground of 

3. Judicial Reforms—Russia's judicial system was 
There was no equality in the administration of justice 
neither quick nor cheap. Trials were held in secret 
remained ignorant of the charges levelled against him. The 

judiciary being not independent of the executive, the judges were not 
impartial m their judgements. 

Alexander brought many reforms in the judicial system as well 
Separate civil and criminal courts were ,et-up on the European model* 
Judges came to be elected by the people. Judges were appomtedm 
tne districts and provinces. Senate was made the Supreme 
Court for appeals. Criminal cases began to be decided by the Jury as 
a rule. Judiciary was also made independent of the executive A new 
code of justice was formulated. Tne trials were now m»de public 
Only the political offenders were sentenced without a trial As a 
result of these reforms, justice became cheap, quick and impartial. 

(4) Other Reforms-- In addition to the above mentioned reforms 
Alexander instituted reforms in many other fields. He withdrew th- 

various curbs imposed upon the people and allowed those, exiled to 
Siberia by his predecessors, to come back. 

Censorship on the press and the newspapers was relaxed Llniver 

sities were also freed from controls imposed previously by Nicholas I 
Foreign travel by the people was permitted. y ivicnoias I. 

m ^ E i UCat i° n WaS acc ? rded a top-priority. Special care was lakcn to 

neon e rl UCat '° n *? ch *1 C0Uld hdp ra,se ,he lmn 6 standard of the 
sc'emlfic ifnes a ' S ° * akeD t0 See that education was imparled on 

^S" s , « I v rdJS. ,r " < ‘" “‘ p,m " r 

By instituting reforms in the judicial system, he ensured that all 
>cs of people were to he pnmi hpfnrp hm c». *..t. 

ion of 

_villages 

the Liberator”. 

rnents' „f Re |!°!‘ lD f" land - Encouraged by the Nationalist Move- 
thrm!.iv X r y a “ d Germany, the Poles stood in revolt in 1863 to free 

France and ,hC RUS -' an y r° ke ‘ They hoped tbat Na Poleon III of 
h and other countries of Europe would run to their help But 

Bisma h rck e ofp e r e b - Cli , ed a ° d the Czar su PP ressed the revolt completely, 
arck of Prussia lent open support to the Czar. The government 
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TpS"t ss&ggiSR sssSLa?’* of 

fAe system of Russification in the ^" onary and betwe ea 

The events of Poland made the Czar i wactK V CurDS 

1865 and 1881 A. D. he followed a *^ of Many were put 

-were imposed on the freedom P Siberia The intelligence 

behind the bars and still more present peopl * In 

force was increased to keep an eye on of his reg itne, the Czar 

wa°s r no°better S^yra'nTIutocra^ who curbed the freedom of the 

P “t ---* *.d=.S.T 

.sites stesrs-rSwSas test's 

reaction. Fascism and religion The Nihilists want F _ 

in *. violent -«W. «. * 
emPl ^Fundamentally, Nihilism was a repuMrto* of the 

•»;ksss rs?rsr ^ 

wAo favoured terroristic methods against the Government. 

The Nihilists formed secret •off* They 

On isk. ““nSk 

threw a bomb on Alexander II and also killed him. 

4 Foreign Policy of Alexander II— (1) The Crimean War st, a 

to sign the humiliatir. z. Treaty of Pans. This affected adversely 

international prestige and honour of Russia. 

n \ In 1865 A D , Alexander prompted the Greeks of Crete 
against TurkeS A. a result, they rose in rebellion against Turkey 
demanding the merger of Crete with Greece. . 

(3) In 1870, the Czar encouraged the Bulgarian Christians to set 

up the National Church of Bulgaria. 

Ml In 1870 A D-, the Czar repudiated those clauses of the Pans 
Treaty which had Restricted her freedom in the Black Sea. He laid a 
seige upon Sebastopol and blockaded the Black Sea. 

(K\ t Cuban of Turkey perpetuated untold miseries upon n is Chris- 
tian s ( ub Jets ^ Balkan! This" &JU an outbreak of insurrection among 




RUSSIA FROM 1801 TO 1881 A. D. 

._. Wp.m*anvina The Saltan tried to put down 

the peoples of Bosnia a tz g • Russia took the side of the 

,he insurrecuons wvth a heavy h Russja an(J Turkey ; n , 

tS« site, bad » Tr.«, of S.O Stof.oo .tar , 

iis defeat. , P „ ^id not accord recognition to this 

° ther aTXI d even ^n« to the extent of threatening a 1 

treaty al1 ^ E ”f ,a “ under Bismarck’s chairmanship, a meeting 

: f ar th 0 e V European Powers was held and Russian privileges .n the Black 

Sea were ended through the Treaty of Berlin. 

Sea were en POINTS TO REMEMBER 

. it /*** 1R81 A D —In 1855 when Alexander II succeeded to the 

*ta,on"n«m»l condition oI russ, a was puiable. 

Smoke of the 8 "'°' lld *” | d a seV ere blow to the Russian prestige in the 
humiliating Treaty ofVaru*™ autocrat but he was forced by circumstances 
international held ; toe 

.to adopt a policy o re or “ l ‘ Abolition of Serfdom; (2) Administrative 

JUformstT/) (4) Ocher Reforms ; He is known as che Czar 

Liberator for his reforms. encouragment from the national movement* of 

Revolt in Potand-Hi) Taking Sfand revolted in 1863 A.D. (2) The Czar 

Italy and Germany, the people of Bismarck; (3) After that he adopted a 

put down the revolt with the^h ^ - n Russia M wc ,i aS Poland- 

reactionary an P started their movement as a reaction against the 

NihilIsm—T he Nihihsts «ta ^oied to set up a new society at the 

repressive policy of the . V t their eQds thcy formed secret societies and 

ruins of the old one ; (3) T A. D , a Nihilist killed Alcxand r II by 

hurling a bomb at him Humiliating Treaty of Paris in 1856 A.D. 

Foreign Policy of Alex and {) fevolt aga j ns t Turkey in 1860 A.D (3) 

(2) Prompting th ®. Bulgariaagainst Turkey in 1870. (4) Repudiating 

Encouraging the Chnstiana w |^vith Turkey on the question of th 5 Balkans, in 
the Treaty of Pans in 1870 <5 War witn i y^ $ea ^ lhc Xreaty of SaQ 

£Z\ r Z ^.‘it^by'Tfeac/of BerHa. 

University and other Important Questions 

1 Discuss the domestic and foreign policy of Czar Alexander I. 

2 “During the first quarter of the 19th century under the rule 
of brilliant but unstable Alexander I, Russia had suffered 
from alternative dozes of enlightenment and reaction. 

Elucidate. 

3 Describe the domestic and foreign policy of Czar Alexander 
II Why was he regarded as the “Czar Liberator . 

4. “The region of Czar Alexander II was both a period of reform 

and reaction.” Discuss. 

5 “The accession of Alexander II of Russia inaugurated a new 
epoch.” Discuss. < A - u - 

Briefly review the reforms of Czar Alexander II Was he 

really liberal 7 , 

7. Examine the historical importance of Alexander II s attempt 

for the abolition of serfdom m Russia. w/*) 



Turkey has dominated Europe since good old days. In 1453 A D., 
the Ottoman Turks captured Constantinople and established a powerful 
empire in the South-East Europe which is known as the CM* 0 ™*" 
Empire or the Turkish Empire. After that, during the 16th and 17th 
centuries, they expanded the empire along the north coast of Africa. 
Most of the Balkan states also came under their control. Egypt, 
Algiers, Asia Minor, Syria. Islands of the Aegean Sea, Palestine, 
Mesopotamia, Arminea and other states formed a part of this great 
empire. However, by the end of the 18th century and the beginning of 
the 19th century, Turkeyhad beenreduced tothestate of a weak country,, 
and it came to be known as the ‘Sickman of Europe’ The decadence 
of Turkey created a problem known as the Eastern Question which is 
considered to be an important event in the History of Europe. 

Q. 1. What do you understand by the Eastern Question in the 
History of Europe ? Name the problems connected with it. 

tlr 


What do yon understand by the Eastern Question ? TrmC f ^ 
various stages of its history upto 1815. (P U* ' 

Ans. Meaning of the Eeastern Question— The phrase ‘Eastern 
Question* owes its origin to the Vienna Congress of 1815 when the 
statesmen from different countries of Europe thought for the first time 
about the problems created by the Turkish Empire in the east ot 
Europe. Turkey had established a vast empire between the 15th and 
17th centuries. But its power declined steadily and by the end of the 
18th century', it came to be regarded as the ‘Sickman of Europe'. The 
weakness of Turkey encouraged the subject nationalities to make a 
bid for independence. New and complicated problems confronted the 
various countries of Europe viz, Russia, England, Austria and France 
as a result of these revolts. All these problems joined together were 
given the name of the Eastern Question. 

Miller says -“The Eastern Question may be defined as the problem 
of fitting up tne vacuum created by the gradual disappearance of the 
Turkish Empire from Europe ." 
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the words of Lord Morley-“/r that shifting, intractable 
rwoven tangle of conflicting interests , rival people and agonistic 

Russian statesman gave it the following definition- 
. j a Vfiviom Oupstion is like a zout. Sometimes it takes 
SS^Siii lucky if it does not 

It. Southgate, the famous historian, has defined it in these 


\ Thls „ roup of problems, dealing with lands and people from the 
be ta the Nile, is commonly referred to as the Eastern Question. 

1. Problems connected with the Eastern Question- 

„ ... , c * tho Turkish Empire— By the beginning of the 19th 

\) Weakness of , dccl f ne d to the state of utter weakness 
iry, the Turkish Empire haa accunea q Qf E|irope ». The 

“SHfsrurtt --stse 

ns. Sultan s V ea * d corrupt. Turkey could not keep 

inistration was inc ?®P*{ She remained orthodox and grew 

Wlth nd th weaker D bemg away from the progressive worid. The 
<er and w eaker being y f but would do no ,hing concrete 

tan would often promt angry. It has been rightly said 

rule in Europe wa, a long story of despotism, incompetence 

id corruption* The Muslims and the Christians formed 

(2) Problem o//?e/«g Turkey. The former belonged to 

>e subjects of the; vast E P f he ru , y ed ones. Relations between 
ne ruling class and the la t cordial. The Muslims would 

hese two communities the Christians in the name of 

,erpetuate all sorts of cr ^ eU herself to b e the protector of these 

Christians anThelped them. Russian interference made the problem 

all the more complicated. ^ different creeds formed the 

(3) Rise of Nationalism P Most of them were Muslims. 

the population ol theRomans the Greeks and the Albanians. 
Other nationalities! were th ’ DOS sessed different cultures J The 

They spoke d^ent langu wi ? h P the peop ie of other communities . 

ruling class did not beha cen them xhe French Revolution and 

A • ee j ,u £ ^v'his'wars inspired the feelings of nationalism among these 
nices and'they ciamou’rcd lor their tndependence. These revolts made 

the problem even more comPpbg £uropeaa Powers adopted different 

attitudes towards this question. This made the problem st.il more 

complicated and ed “‘^"mbi tion to annex different parts of the Turkish 
Empue SS,a and U Tmer^reT acttvely in the garb of protecting the 
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interests of the Christians. Her aim was to control the Black Sea and 
the Straits so that she could secure a passage to the Mediterranean. 
All this was intended to increase her influence in Europe A- Russia, 
by the Treaty of Kujuk Kainardji, in 1774, obtained many political con¬ 
cessions.and privilegeT 'Stnrwarformally acknowledged as the protector 
of the interests and rights of the Christians. /Under this pn&ext, 
Moldavia, Wallachia and Crimea were annexed by Russia. The 
Treaty of Bucharest in 1812 A D. gave her the control of Bessarabia. 
The increasing# Russian influence in the Balkans made it an inter¬ 
national question. Other European Powers feared that this might 
disturb the balance of power in the region. Hence they tried to 
curb the increasing Russian influence. That is-why it is said-J- 

“ The annihilation of Russia at the expense of Turkey was a constant 
factor in the Eastern Question from the days of Peter , the Great to the 

War." 


The Austrian interest in the Balkan Peninsula was even greater 
than that of'Russia as she feared Pan Slavic movement in the Balkans 
affecting the loyalty of her own Slav^subjects in her southern domi¬ 
nions. Also, it was essential for her in the interest of trade and 
economy that she should have a secure outlet to the sea. Her national 
interests demanded that Russia must be prevented from establishing 
her supremacy at the mouth of the Danube, as a major portion of her 
trade was routed through the Danube Valley. 


France was interested in the Eastern Question due to commercial 
and religious reasons. As per a treaty with Turkey in 1740, she had 
secured special trading privileges. Also, she was a protector of the 
Roman Catholic Christians in Turkey. France wanted to retain these 
privileges and hence, was in favour of the fall of Turkey. 

England had her own self-interests. She was disturbed over the 
prospects of increasing Russian influence in the Black Sea which could 
be detrimental to her trade and imperialistic interests in India. 



V 

S 


Thus, England supported Turkey in her attempt to curb Russia. 
It has been aptly remarked that “The lengthening sHudow of the Russian 
bear in the Near East was very disgusting to the British Lion" 

Self interests of the European Powers had, therefore, made the 
Eastern Question rather very complicated question that defied solution. 
This is what Hayes says about it— 

"The basic Importance of Turkey before the Continental statesmen 
between 1851 to 1870 was whether Turkey was to be wiped out of Europe 
or not and if it was to be wiped out , what m as to take her place" 

POINTS TO-iLEMF\lRF.R J 

1- Meaning of the Eastern CuffW/on^-tlTTurkish Empire was vast and power- 
ful in the olden times. (2) In the begiorimsRpf the 19th century, Turkish power 
declined and she became the Sickman of Eojopfe. (3) Different nationalities under 
the Turkish Empire started revolting for independence and became a headache for 
the ^.uropean Powers. (4) Problems created by the dis-integratioa of Turkey 
are •phrased as the Eastern Question. 
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i 2. Problems connected with the Eastern Question —(1) Decline of the Turkish 

'"power ; (2) Problems of Religion ; (3) Rise of Nationalism ; (4) Political 
I'iRivaliy : <5) National interests of Russia, Austria, France and England made the 
question all the more complicated. 

War of Greek Independence 

Q. 2. Describe the struggle of the Greeks for Independence. 

I , ' Or (Important) 

(■ Give a brief account of the War of Greek Independence, clearly 

• bringing out the attitude of the Great Powers of Europe towards it. 

I (D V. 1964) 

Ans.—The Eastern Question gave birth to many wars. Revolt of 
Serbia, War of Greek Independence, war between Mehemet Als of 
Egypt and the Sultan of Turkey and the Crimean War are the most 
important of all these. 

1. Causes of the Greek War of Independence —The following were 
the causes of the Greek War of Independence 

(1) The Ruling class i e., the Muslims in Turkey, did not have 
good relations with other races of the Empire. A feeling of enmity 
took roots between the Turks and the Greeks. The Greeks had to pay 
various taxes. In case of non-payment of taxes, there was a provision 
for the confiscation of their properties. They could even be sentenced 
to death. But, as Hazcn has remarked — “The Greeks had been sub¬ 
merged by the Turkish flood but not destroyed 

(2) The ruling class in Turkey was Muslim and the Greeks were 
Christians. The Muslims and the Sultan looked down upon them 
with contempt. The_Stultan considered them to be athiests. His 
treatment with them, therefore, was inhuman and uncivilized. He 
^followed a policy of intolerance and religious fanaticism against them. 

The administration was also run as per Muslim laws. Killing the 
non-Muslims was considered to be a pious deed in the service of Islam. 
All these factors compelled the Greeks to take up arms against the 
Turkish rule. 

(3) The administration under the Sultan was corrupt , incompetent 
and reactionary. Under suca a misrule, the Greeks Jthought it impos¬ 
sible to make any material progress. They, therefore/turned against it. 

• 

(4) The French Revolution and the exploits of Napoleon filled the 
Greeks with spirit and courage and Showed them the new light. Encou¬ 
raged by this, they started their War of Independence. 

(5) Although the Greeks had gone down, yet they had not 
forgotten their ancient glory. By the end of the 18th century, the 
philosophers and poets of Greece instilled in them a sense of pride and 
•courage. 

Once more, therefore, they tried to establish an independent 
•empire of their own. 

(6) In 1814 A. D., the Greeks formed a secret organisation by the 
aiame of ‘ Hitaria Philike\ The aim of this organisation was to fill a 
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spirit of nationalism in the Greeks to prepare them for a struggle for 
independence and to establish a Greek empire. 

(7) Russia sympathised with the Greeks and secretly encouraged 
them. The Greeks believed that in the event of a war with Turkey, 
Russia would come to their help. 


(8) The people of Serbia, under the leadership of Kara George, 
staged a revolt against Turkey in 1813 A. D. but an opponent killed 
him. However, the Serbians continued the struggle under Milosch 
Obrenovitch. The Sultan was forced to grant a new constitution to 
Serbia. Encouraged by the success of the Serbians, the Greeks also 
waged a war of incependence. 

( 9 ) Mehemet Ali of Egypt, for the attainment of his ambitions,, 
also stood up against Turkey. This rendered Sultan’s condition very 
precarious. The Greeks, taking advantage of the situation, embarked* 
upon the path of war in 1821. 


2. Events of the War—The Greeks, in order to cast off the slavery 
of the Sultan, revolted under the leadership of Prince Alexander 
Hypsilanti of Moldavia. The prince was defeated and jailed for the 
rest of his life. This was followed by the National Rising in Morea. 
Many Christians were murdered in Constantinople which enraged. 
Russia. But she was prevented from helping the Greeks by Metternich 
and the British Foreign Minister Canning. Canning had observed —"She 
( Russia ) might gobble Greece at one mouthful and Turkey at the next.* 7 
The Morean War was fought with terrible happenings. Thousands of 
people on either side were massacred. The slogan of the Greeks was— 
4 ‘Turkey shall live no longer , neither in the Morea nor on the whole 
earth i.” 

(At many places, the Christians were subjected to mass killings. 
Horrible bloody murders and atrocities were committed. 


C The Sultan of Turkey came to terms with Mehemet Ali of Egypt and 
sought his help. The latter sent his son Ibrahim with infantry and naval 
fleet. He advanced rapidly and swept everything with him. He wrought 
destruction on all sides and captured Crete, Morea and Athens, the 
capital of Greece. 

Europe was shaken by the ferocity of Ibrahim and the blood he 
spilled. | On the other hand, conditions in Russia had materially 
changed. After the death of Alexander I, Nicholas I succeeded to the 
throne. He did not want to dance to the tunes of Metternich. He- 
decided his policy independently. He abandoned the path of neutrality 
and gut ready to help the Greeks. Canning did not want that Russia 
should be allowed to intervene alone in the war."\ A Tripartite Treaty 
was signed between Russia, France and England in-' 1827 A. D. A note 
was sent to the Sultan urging him to stop the war and grant inde¬ 
pendence to Greece. The Sultan overlooked the note whence the three 
signatories to the treaty jointly attacked Turkey. On Oct 20, 1827 
A- O. a battle was fought at Navarino in which the Allied forces dest¬ 
royed the Turkish fleet. After the death of Canning, England withdrew- 



,b, r™,, P ;S i td"',“ f „pfc : T. , '‘ ly ^ The f °“°»‘”* "» •"« provisions of 

r ^ ur ^fy granted Independence to Greece. In 1812 A D the 

Greeks chose Otto, the prince of Bavaria as their ruler. Hewai re! 

cognised by Turkey and other countries of Europe 

guidance ofTuZ. to ™ d Wal ^ia, under the 

(3) Serbia, also secured autonomy. 

(4) Rumania was also granted independence but she agreed to mv 

a fixed amount of money to Turkey annually ’ 8 d P y 

. ■>' Adrianople b„ 

Hosjiido^r, zxrf “i, «ss- 

^ k re?o7i r c e r| S ypossSe r d n ‘ ^ ° f s he again secured the glory 

(2) The independence of Greece was the first step towards the 
*r£rr.° f T . Urkey r Encouraged by the success of the Greeks, 
npnXnr^ Th^ er lhe / U e 0f Turke y star ted struggle for their inde- 

habinr^f Thiscaus ^ da s * orm >n the political life of Europe and the 
balance of power in that region was disturbed. H 

againslthPslfttn™ ^ T “ rkey ab ° iDSpired the feUdal lords to revo,t 

... ^ The victory of the Greeks was the victory of nationalism and 

liberalism against the forces of reaction and fascism 

^ r u SII * t .° f this Treat y» Russia gained, not only in the 
commercial field but also in the political field. y 

The importance of the Treaty has rightly been described as- 

“// was here thit the first successful blow was administered to autocra¬ 
tic government of Europe by Congress , here that the Ottoman Empire 
received its most sensible wound, here that the modern spirit of nationalism 

Ind7ohrLt e Z ne 4 lr 8 °'% n I,aly a ? d Pola ^, Bohemia and Ireland and 

reiu n dln7t^h- nan ^ ‘° "* 8 ' W ’ °" d 

F#INTS T® REMEMBER 

1. Causes of the Greek War of Independence— 

ranatirilL TJ?,? ; 9 r f eka wcr 5 burdeacd with various taxes; (2) Policy of religious 
anaticjsm and intolerance of the Sultan; (3) The administration of the Sultan 
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being incompetent, corrupt and reactionary; (4) Greek spir t of nationahsm 
inspired by the French Revolution; (5) Inspiration from the anment glory of 
Greece; (6) Formation of the secret organisation by the name ofHi tan a Phitiiike, 
(7) Sympathies of Russia; (8) Effect of the Serbian War; (9) Revolt by the 

Governor of Egypt. 


2. Events of the War— 

(2) Unsuccessful revolt in 182* under the leadership of the Prince of 
Moldavia; (2) Rising in Morea and horrible blood-curdling; (3) England and 
Austria follow a policy of non-intervention. Persuaded Russia as well. (4) The 
Sultan seeks help from Egypt; (S) Success of Ibrahim and cruelty on the 
Christians. (6) Tripartite Treaty of London among Russia, England and France. 
Note to Sultan urging grant of independence to Greece (7) Turning down of 
the demand by the Sultan: (8) The three powers attack Turkey. Defeat of the 
Sultan in the battle of Navarino; (9) England and France wiihdraw from the war. 
(10) Russian continuance with the war and forcing the Sultan to the Treaty of 

Adrianople. 

3 Provisions of the Treaty—(1) Greek Independence : (2) Moldavia and 
WalLchia get autonomy; (3) Independence of Serbia; (4) Rumanian Jncepen- 
dence; (5) Gain territory aDd privileges in the Balkans to Russia. 


4 Importance of the War—(1) Independence of Greece; (2) Dismember¬ 
ment of the Turkish Empire; (3) Revolt of the feudal lords of Turkey; (4) 
Victory of nationalism against reactionary and fascist forces; ' (5) Increase in the 
prestige aud trade of Russia. 


Cooflict between Turkey and Egypt 


Q. 3. Give a brief description of the conflict between the Sultan of 
Turkey and Mehemet Ali. 

An^.—Mehemet Ali was an Albanian who had joined the Turkish 
army at the time of the invasion of Napoleon in Egypt. By dint 
of his qualities of head and heart, he rose to the position of the 
Governor of Egypt under the Sultan of Turkey. He was an ambitious 
and a courageous soul. He wanted to become an independent ruler 
of Eg>pt and also wanted to bring Syria and Asia Minor under his 
control. He had rendered valuable service to the Sultan against the 
Greeks. In appreciation, the Sultan gifted away the island of Crete to 
him. But he was not satisfied. He brought about many economic and 
military reforms in Egypt and transformed it into a powerful and 
prosperous state. 

Mehemet Ali was aware of the weakness of the Sultan. Hence,, 
his son Ibrahim invaded Syria in 1832 A.D. He captured Acre and 
Damascas and advanced towards Constantinople. The Sultan was 
frightened by his successes and sought help from the European powers- 
England, at that time, was busy with its parliamentary reforms and was 
engulfed by the problems of Belgium. She, therefore, did not come 
forward. France was in favour of E#pt. Austria was involved in her 
internal revolts. At such a crucial stage, only Russia sent her naval 
fleet and military force to help Turkey. Accepting the help, the Sultan 
had remarked— 

• ••) < " i • * - j 

**A drowning man will grasp at a serpent** 

France and England understood the implications of the Russian 
help. They could, in no case, see the increasing Russian influence it* 
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Turkey. France fnVH 359 

~.S£«r;f £ =S&- a 

!l “‘“ « f DMmtef R '“ ma ”«»%< t,« p, ss , g , „ 

(-) Russia would help Turkey in the even! of a war 

o.„ zz,™ Sv"or c Trr fi, '“ i b » 

«« Turla, ‘tSJS wS“ b " ”** *«.SSS| 

. :rr'i,:;r ■" c 

s^asswra. a*££ 

f act ,s . * a ‘ tossia is a humbug and hn, r VT He had saidf-“rt 

^ W Sh ° utd her £cltft%,fcy? n erefinal 'y “> to 

However the war us, y in one campaign." 

a * iD b . e T en ’ * he Su,tan and e Mehemet Al 9 A ‘ D ,’ bostiliti “ broke out 
. ponded to the loss of Syria He f, ,he former had never 

and declared a war against Mehemet P re Parations secretly " 

Undfrul f *' 

ssss 

Russ,a secured by her through theVe"^ *,?, r .'® t,s and privileges of 

sympathised°with e E^p° C France ^her^f French 

“.°x:;rt c b 0 e :; nfluence to w,tb Meh — 

rf V^fo u s 

Main Provisions of the Treaty were— 
and respected. au,hon,y of ‘be Turkish Emperor was to be accepted 
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(4) Turkey agreed to have an English Ambassador. 

(5) The Dardanelles and the Straits were to be closed to the 
ships of all the countries in war times. 

This treaty has its own importance and is symbolic of the diploma- 
matic skill of Palmerston. He checked both France and Russia in 
their ambitions. The Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi was virtually torn up. 
The Pasha of Egypt was restrained and independent existence o& 
Turkey was ensured. Attempts of France to dominate the Suez Canal 
areas were also foiled. Prestige of England again soared to the sky. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Conflict between Turkey and Egypt— 

• 

(1) Mehemet Ali was the Governor of Egypt under the Sultan of Turkey ; 
(2) Mehemet AJi, in order to gr<b Syria and Asia Minor, declared a war against 
the Sultan ; (3) The Sultan sought the help of European powers ; (4) Russia 
alone helped Turkey ; (5) At the end of the war, Mehemet Ali secured Syria ; 
(6) The Sultan signed the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi with Russia whereby the latter 
earned many privileges in the Black Sea ; (7; England and France dreaded the 
Russian domination of Turkey ; (8) In 1839 A.D. the Sultan waged a war against 
Mehemet Ali with a view to regaining Syria ; (9* Turkey suffered defeat; (10) 
France signed an agreement with Mehemet Ali ; (II) England, Russia, Prussia and 
Austria decided to intervene in the matter ; (12) Treaty of London in 1840 A.D. 
This preserved the integrity of Turkey and ended the privilges of Russia secured by 
her by the earlier treaty. 

The Crimean War, 1854—1856 A.D. 

Q- 4 - Describe the causes, main events and results of the Crimean 

War - (V. Imp,)* 

(Pb. M. A. 1970, 72 Delhi M. A. 1970) 
Or 

What were the causes of the Crimean War ? How far was the 
British Cabinet of the times responsible for it ? (D. U. 1965) 

Or 

Analyse the causes of the Crimean War and show how far did the 
Treaty of Paris succeed in solving the Eastern Question ? Or 

The Crimean War is said to be the most useless and unnecessary 
war of the 19th century. Do you agree with this view ? Give reasoos. 

_ Ans. Between 1841 and 1852 A.D., there was repose in the 
Turkisn Empire. During this period the Sultan carried out many 
reforms in Turkey. As a result, she made progress in all the fields of 
jite and a new era of renaissance was ushered in. The future looked 
bright, but mutual hatred, distrust and enmity among the European 
powers resulted in the bloody Crimean War in 1854 A. D. 

1. Causes of the War— 

(1) Weakness of the Turkish Empire — During the 16th and 17th * 
centuries, Turkey had expanded her empire to great limits by bringing 
under her control many territories inhabited by the Christians. But 
by the end of the 18th century, this great Turkish Empire lost its lustre 
and strength. Taking advantage of her weakness, different Christian 




thwe states in furtherance of her policy of creatine'dom^ Rl,SSIa he, P et 
31ack Sea. This caused enmity be^weeVRSand^rkey “ ° VCr th ' 

in t o 1 e ra n o w ard s °le OtaShS® They "were o7h anc 

ssEajstss. sjrr^■ »»S 

in the Balkans ivaj a /, W y, opV” LruL y ba , ve ^~”R-Hgmr 

%tZle* n the CaS£ in COimtrh * ^re 

wanted to share and swallow the Emnire ^-h p ^ 3 ", of Europe’. He 
he went to the extent of suggesting “ he Bri«.h"5 “"k - In 1853 A - D 
that England should lake EgvptSjTd c~7i h Anabassad or in Russia, 
•Constantinople in the event of fhe fall 0 f C ,h, r™?- R £ isia would have 

1 want Constantinople and you w'Uget identical in Turkey. 

•critical stage. She is sure to collaple anTif l C / e ,! e ' Tt "key is iri a 
no more. [ put it t0 yo therefore ? whr.t f - she f alh ' she falls to rise 
before hand for a contingency than to nr “ ,‘tf "V better “> PM 

certainty of a European war.” ur tbe chaos, confusion ana 

But England did not favour tu* -a 

saftssus an sur s s 

(4) Napoleon /// wa * tnn • . 

thTr^ | WaS L t0 ° amb,lious a Person *He Napoleon Iir of 

England^ H tWeen Russia a " d England H* mad*" ,ake adv i nta ge of 
ngiand. He wanted to follow rh-r made an agreement with 

"ra d zv an f a “ bi,ion “> France as a Swe°r?u. StepS ° f Na P°'^ He 

inteTven • IS h PerS0Dal S |or y and prS empire and was also 

ervene in the Eastern Question. P 8 He ' 'herefore, decided to 

«rd?ii e0n l" a °f Fra “^and^" Czaflf f*? * Re,at ‘ons between 

the defeat of P0 M 0n , be,ieved 'hat Russia wasT T 6 ’ by no ™ans, 
to accem Nln^ ap °'? on B >° a Parte a so ,h A rgely res P°™ble for 
“Stofc 11 as the king of France u“ r vas not prepared 

of state as <My B „^‘ e . ad ®nhe%w,?^ add ress h, n 

B ' 0ther ' S ° b ° th ^?^° f ^»te h ^ 
^ !h * control of HMy 

' Nativav s , 'f n H S 0ver *•« control and m the Rotnan Catholic and 

were whh he r r a V B «hlehemKeysof?.?"* 8 ™ of the Church of 
witn the Greek monks while those / mam S ate of 'he entrance 

wose of another were in possession 
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the Eastern question 

Rulsfa Ca Thequa^efwas 5 ' trivial blit? , were su PPorted by 

the shape of a bloody war. ,n this regard Prof fS“ s““- t0 ° k 

stars and tamps °Luht fall blVn'slttifd 'to' < the ‘° l °°7’ keyS< 

parties within a few hours bv an IZl ’o the satisfaction of all the 

hands of diplomats bent on obtaining f" Ced . s,a 8 e manager, fat in the 

assumed dimensions that orer-shadowed thepelZ ^ 

increasing influence of V^nce^sh^sen^r Rus ^ a ohserved ‘he 

chairmanship of Prince Menschikr.fr m * iSIOn 10 Turkey under the 

Turkey the following demand!^ MarCh ' J853 ‘ 11 P ,aced before 

(,) Gree'k Christians 6 in^Turkey 6 r, ‘‘ ht be the P™»cc.or of the 

(,i) HO,yPIa « S *•**««»« Should be 

Of he7p h giveD ta bot°h f by'"Sland^nH^F 6 agrced r *° these bu ‘ for a word 
mission by saying that this wm.iH France ’ . T he Sultan returned the 
interfere in the interna/ Llf r”?" *•"“* Russia the right to 
due to this. ff3,rs of Turke y- situation turned grave 

'in?. s“”"” dmm ‘ 

^~nstr-j£ w, d 

. 1 .= . r- ^ «*»,.» Ru » to . 

on the banks of the Danube Twk v nrt/T^ P T C,P n ,ltleS of Turkev 
vacate the captured areas. * 

B,ylS: " T J' >“« »”« Turkey, 

a e“ p ” m ™ ,h *' sb ' A tX’srofix 1 " 1 ' 

RussSPin m ^/firTim^or r |am 0 b a e ttle U ' b f e, ' v ‘l en Turke y and 

Sinope, where the Russians linniHa* . ba ! t e ^ as f° u gbt at the port of 

themselves in the mass killings of the Turks Th^ ,S ect , a ?. d e “ gaged 
England to come to the aid of Turkey * S ' ThlS blood-shed forced 

France! too^dedlred^a/^UTC^'R u T s ^a ^h* A ' D ' En « land and 
the Mediterranean Sea. They £T V e a crnJh' a l,ed fleet en ‘cred 

bank of river Alma in Crimea! 8 crushing defeat to Russia on the 

of Russian power in the Black Sea Th/» »•* j Sebastopol was the centre 

• ac* Sea. The allied forces beseiged Sebastopol 
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s 'kss «sssruaa emus 

other places. . . 

(4) Battles of Balaclava and Inkerman, 1854 A. D.-These battle*- 
werefought when the seige of Sebastopol was still continuing. The 
Ba«le of Balaclava is significant for the extraordinary charge of the 
•Lmht Brigade’ of England. 700 cavalry men attacked the Russian 
artfhery and captured ft at the cost of all but 195 men. After that, 
England defeated Russia in the battle of Inkerman. 

(51 Sufferings of the Allied Forces and Work of Florence Nightingale— 
The allied forces suffered heavily on account of severe winter, shortage 
of supplies and an outbreak of cholera and they died because of these 
in good numbers. The Czar of Russia Nicholas had once remarked- 

<7 have two generals who will not fail me and these are Generals 
January and February .” 

Besides, the Allied Powers had no proper arrangements of doctors 
and medicines, by which wounded or ill soldiers could be treated and 

saved. 

At this point, an English nurse named Florence Nightingale 
reached the Scutari Hospital accompanied by doctors and nurses and a 
good stock of medicines. She rendered examplary service to the 
soldiers and improved the working of the hospital. 


(6) Fall of Sebastopol and End of the War - Now in England, 
Palmerston took charge of the cabinet in place of Aberdeen in 1855 
A.D. He improved the military matters and gave all help and encour¬ 
agement to the soldiers fighting in Crimea. Just at this juncture, 
Nicholas I of Russia died. This boosted the morale of the allied forces 
and Sebastopol fell after a year’s resistance. Thus, the war came to an 
. end as the new Czar thought it futile to continue the war. 

3. Treaty of Paris—The Treaty of Paris closed the Crimean War 
in 1856 A.D. Main provisions of this treaty were 


(1) Territorial integrity of Turkey was guaranteed and she was 
admitted to the Concert of Europe. It was decided that no country 
would interfere in her internal affairs. 

(2) The Sultan of Turkey undertook to look to and work for the 
betterment of the Christians in his country. 

(3) Turkey and Russia vacated each others’ territories and resto¬ 
red them to their original countries.) The Fort of Sebastopol was given 
back to Russia and in turn Russia promised not to fortify it again. 

(4) Moldavia and Wallachia were made independent states under 
the suzerainty of the Sultan. 

(5) All countries recognised an independent Serbia. 

(6) The Black Sea was declared a neutral area from where trade 
:ships of all countries could pass freely. 
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the eastern question 

( 7) The Danube was internationalised and thrown open for 

navisation to all countries. r 

(8) Russia was deprived of her special pos.t.on of protector of 

the Christians in Turkey. 

, said that it wa s a useless and an unnecessary war. It 
was^crim^if no?a^Wunder. One , critic has remarked^ I* 
most senseless war of the 19th century. 

The Crimean War MW '» djf ’ZSZ&g £, 
fought. It took a heavy their lives France spent about Rs. 

hundred thousand P e0 P^ t ° five thousand soldiers. National debt 

^“ngTnd mc a reascd Ed “Sty two thousand of her men were killed 

That is why it is said— „ 

-Enshnd pul h.r muni, un ihu -run, tor... 

A" uneasy feeling IwWWj» E«.,.d “ 

S3 «-*. 

The Crimean War was fo ^ ht w,t ^ ^ t °the dismemberment of 

influence in the Black Sea area and to prevent 

Turkey into small states. 

. . achieved. The Eastern Question 

But these aims could not b Trealy Q f Paris with Bismarck’s 
remained as such. Russ.a repudiated the Treaty^ ^ In im a.D., 

help in 1870 and increased her stren^ Treaty of San Stefano. 

she regained control over Bes a abt^by the^ o( parjs sowcd 

Instead of putting an end to futur ’ France and Austriajn 1859, 

seeds of many wars viz. war b betwe en Russm and Turkey 

between Austria and Prussia 

^ ^The Treaty of Paris proved highly unsatisfactory. 

-This treaty was as futile as the war which preceded ,t. sa.d Carte,^ 

aDd S; to contain £ 

ESilSiS: — ~ 

-jsiesfi tstzx;. 

and irreformable . allied forces could 

Her decline, therefore, was a certainty. 30 years> she was 

not prevent the dUintegration o ur ey ^is promise of improving the 

dismembered. The Sultan S avs—“5s a solution of the Eastern 

^^Tl^^ ^ronttse of the SuUaa that the lot 
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of his Christian subjects should be improved was never kept. Their condi¬ 
tion became worse." 

There are also critics who say that the Allied Powers did go to the 
(Crimean War without any aim before .them. They fought to serve their 
narrow national interests. England wanted to curb and contain Russia 
i while France wanted to increase her prestige in the world. They differed 
widely in their objectives. Watson has righty said— 

“If ever a war was made by an ill-informed but ardent public opinion 
pgainst better judgement , it was the Crimean War." 

Making a critical appreciation of the war, Marriot says— 

“If the Crimean War was not a blunder , it was a crime and that it 
pught to have been and might have been avoided" 

Another critic, Kingslake comments— 


“England was an innocent tool in the hands of an unscrupulous adven¬ 
turer , anxious to establish a throne unrighteously attained by a brilliant war 
causelessly provoked." 

However, Marriot does not agree with Kingslake and asserts that 
England was not a tool in the hands of Napoleon.' She participated 
in the war to place a check on the Russian ambitions and to prevent 
the Black Sea from becoming a lake of Russia. Also, she did not want 
to see Russia as the sole protector of the rights of the Christians of 
Turkey. 

y^Jgtfects— 

Although the war did not lead to the achievement of the causes for 
which it was fought, yet it had its effects though indirect : — 

(1) The Crimean War led to the emergence of wo new nations i.e., 
pf Germany and Italy. That is why it has been said— ‘ 

'•Out of the mud of Crimea, a new Italy was made and less obviously 
a new Germany. ** 

Cavour, the Prime Minister of Italy helped tbe allied powers in the 
Crimean War and thus earned the.r sympathy. Tbe problem of uni- 

was^unified 113 y ’ ^ 3 reSU was interna tionalised and ultimately Italy 

Russia and Austria had friendly relations before this war Austria 
remained neutral in the war and as a consequence she lost the friendch n 
pf Russia. Bismarck availed of the opportunity ’and established ?rlnd P 
Ship with Russia. In \MX A. D , Bismarck helped Ru^fa to crush the 
revolt in Poland In the war fought in the yea? 1866 between Austria 
and Prussia, Russia kept neutrality anT^ustria c?u d not stand 
agamst her opponent. Bismarck, therefore, was able to achieve the 

“Bismarck and Cavour were the chief beneficiaries of the Crimean 
War, and without it there might have been neither a Kingdom of Italy nor 
a German Empire " J * 


THE EASTBRN QUESTION 


(2) The Crimean War op.tied a new chapter in the history of Nursi 
The Red Cross movement and the Army Ambulance Corps owe tta 
origin to this war. Miss Florence Nightingale set an example for serv 
-of the wounded and the ill. 

(3) The Czar of Russia , Alexander II, had to introduce many i 
Yorms to win over the sympathies of the people to fortify his own pc 
ition as a ruler. 

(4) The Treaty of Paris resulted in the formation of two autor 
j ’inous states of Moldavia and Wallachia under the suzerainty of Turkt 
' 'Both the states were anxious to merge with each other and constitute 

'State known as Rumania. They, therefore, chose a common ruler 
1850 A. D., and established Rumania in the teeth of opposition fre 
^England, Austria and Turkey but with the support of Napoleon III 
(France. 

(5) Serbia was a Turkish dominion before the Crimean YV< 
She secured total independence in 1867 A.D. This was an indire 
result of this war. 

(*) Russian expansion was checked in Europe only to 
-directed towards central Asia where she advanced towards Ira 
Afghanistan and Tibet. England, as a consequence, was greai 
'disturbed fearing danger to her Indian Empire. 

. ■ * . ^ i • . _ j * it was recognised for the first tir 

that all the countries should have free access to the Black Sea for tra> 

.and navigation. Internationalism was encouraged and an iinporta 
(international law was established. Grant and Temperley have remark 
in this connection — 

“The Crimean war occupies a peculiar place in thp history 

JZurope in the 19th century . The victory in the struggle gained lit 

if anything from it. The integrity of Turkey was, in fact not mai 
itainea. The advance of Russia was not permanently checked In t 
great war of 1914, France and Britain spent many thousands of lit 
and many millions of money in the effort to undo some of consequc 
ces of this victory in the Crimean War, which had hecri won with 
much loss of blood and treasure. Yet the war is in many wiw intce 
ding. r M provid e s, us especially with a singularly instructive illustration 
thd^Mm^,tn which wars are fought about and procedure of same of i 
actors m the story is seen without the concealment and the allegation 
false motives behind which diplomatists have usually iked to work'." 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Crimean War of 1854-56 A.D.— 

/IV Causes—(1) Weakness of the Turkish Empire. (2) Rehgous R.val 

/cv D- va i between England and Russia ; (4) Ambitions of Napoleon 
Rivalry between Russia and France ; (6) Conflict between Russia z 
France over the Holy Places of Palestine 1 (7) Failure of the Russ ian Mission 

Turkey; (8) Immediate cause. 

,, v < 2 > Events— 1) Battle of Sinope; (2) Battle of Alma, 1854 A 

•Wa oiege of Sebafrtapoi* (1854-55 A D.). (4) Batiics of Balaclava cuid lokern 
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5) Difficulties of Allied Powers and magnificient deeds of Florence Nigbtinfal* 

6) Fall of Sebastopol and end of war by the Treaty of Paris in 1856. 

3. Main Provisions of the Treaty of Paris—Was this war useless ?—Many 
listorians consider this war and the Treaty of Paris, senseless, useless and a total* 
ailurc. It failed to achieve the objects for which it was fought. 

fl) Loss of men and money. (2) Russian influence could not be checked! 
n the Black Sea ; (3) Seeds of future wars were sown; (4) Turkey could not 
ie transformed and her disintegration became certain ; (5) Turkey could not. 
mprove the plight of her Christian subjects ; (6) The Crimean War failed to 
olve the Eastern Question : (7; Opinions of \arious critics. 

4. Effects—(1) The War was futile but not without some indirect effects. 
2) Coming into being of the Red Cross and Army Ambulance Corps ; (5) Alex- 
ndcr II of Russia compelled to bring about reforms to please the public 
4) Establishment of the State of Rumania ; (5) Total independence of Serbia;. 
6) England concerned over the increasing influence of Russia in Asia; (7) Sense*, 
if Internationalism and important International Law. 
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3. 

4. 
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11 . 
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13. 
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UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

What do you understand by the Eastern Question in the history 
of Europe ? Name the problems connected with it. 

Review the main developments in connection with the Greek. 
War of Independence and point out the attitude of big powers 
towards it. (D.U. 1964) 

Bring out the character and significance of the Greek War of 
Independence. (D.U. 1966) 


What were the causes of the Crimean War ? How far did the* 
treaty of Paris succeed in solving the Eastern Question ? 

Do you agree with the view that the Crimean War was 
unnecessary ? 

“The only perfectly useless modern war**, is an estimate of 
the Crimean War. Discuss with reference to its causes, events 
and results. (P u 1968> 72 ), 

Describle briefly the important phases in the Eastern Question 
in the 19th century. (D.U. 1966> 72 ), 

Briefly review the attempts to solve the Eastern Question in 
period from 1820 to 1878. (P.U. 1967 ; Delhi B A. 1971) 

Review the attempts to solve the Eastern Question during the 
period 1820-56 (Pb. B A f 971> 

for most of the Powers the Crimean War had been an 
indecisive engagement and the Congress of Paris brought no 
great change.’ Discuss this Statement. (Pb M A 1970) 

’’The Crimean War makes a significant turning point'in the 
European history. Elucidate and Discuss. (Delhi M A 1970) 
What do you understand by the Eastern Question ? Discuss 
its impact on European Politics during the period 1815 — 1856. 

Discuss the causes and effects of the Crimean \^r ^1855 ? -^56) > 

u/ , , . , , . . Cf b - B *A. 1972 ; Delhi B.A. 1972) 

What do you understand by the term ‘toe Eastern Question’ in 
the history of Europe betw een 1848 and 1870 A.D. ? 

(Delhi M.A. 1972) 
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FRANCE (1870 TO 1914 A.D ) 


The French forces vere defeated at Sedan in IS7Q and Napoleon 
III was made a prisoner. When the news reached France, the form¬ 
ation of the Third Republic was proclaimed A Provisional Government 
was set-up for the sake of Nd'ional Defence The Prussian armies 
besieged Paris. The French expressed their determination to face the 
situation in these words — 

“We will not yield an inch of French soil nor a ston: of french 
forhess 

Thiers l?d he French forces agiinst the enemy. He gave a coura¬ 
geous tight to the Prussian armies but did not achieve much success. 



r,rs; fell the fortress of Metz and hen came the fall of Paris Tih*; n 
made vain efforts to come to an agreement with Bismarck. i»»$»r.*rck 
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. • „ d-_:- Thiers under these circumstances, 

mTdeTdetermined r bid n to fight io the las’t breath. He said- 


“Rivish our provinces, hum ^ork.^lVewi/lfight 

U t n o 0jr t He d 1fst Jrealh^we ‘"shall succumb at last, but we will not be 
dishonoured .” 


Affccud by .be O.m .=»!.« of »“*'"* ;SSeJUSS 

p”“e, Fr i““o°,be formation of a P.o.i.io... Goven,„«.< 
under the leadership of Thiers and Gambetta. 


The Third French Republic 


o. 1. “The Third Republic in France came and survived only 
because there was no alternative.'* Amplify r 


U9C tuvi v -- _ 

Under what circumstances was the Third Republic .n France 
created ? 


A „. .. Trc.iy of f«»’d » W n“ £ S; 

a National Assembly, consistlD .^ ? f th p re nch people wanted an end 
peace with Bismarck, as a provinces of Alsace 

to the war. As a result of this treaty, pro P e ed to pay 

and Lorraine had ^J^OOOand undertook to maintain a Prussian 
an indemnity oi *• zuu.wuu, naid off There were some 

army in France until this am Re publicans Royalists and Socialists 
leaders who opposed these te t h 0 se days^^ They had serious 

s 'sssssr £>.*"* -■ - 

formed T ^ e of the Paris Commune— (1) Peace, however coujd 

other hand, were strongly Republicans. 

(2) The National Assembly decided by a majority votHo move 

the capital from Paris to Ve^ailles. T e peop borne the brunt 

insult They felt that inspite of the traders of the National 

of the war-suffering, they were not trusted by the leaders 

Assembly. , 

(3) Shifting of the capital from Paris would bave c ^^ th e “the 

m:c difficulties for Paris resulting in stagnat.on ^mth ^ sjUon of the 

citv. At the time of the seige of Parts, tne . d staved the 

ss 

dues. This enraged the Parisians. 
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< 4) Most of the artisans and labourers of Par;« , 

the National Guard and drew a rro.iinr -?r iS wc ^ c m embers of 

National Assembly stopped this allowance a ft?r a owaoce - 

a selected few who had certificates of their 3 h? the War and gave iX to 

(labourers, as a result, lost thcir livelihood M ° St ° f the 

m ment. nooa and became anti-govern- 

Aggrieved and dissatisfied by the nolicie* of th~ r 
Parisians rose in revolt and joinedhands with Governm ent, the 

set up What is known as the Pans Commune whh 90 'tZT™* u The - V 
Setting-up of such Communes for other cities as w ,V lemb ^ rs on board, 
the government. They also demanded th*t ■ ? as dema ^ed of 

ment should be abridged and transferred to the nfv r §htS ° f the pover °- 
ters of this movement in Francecame tobe S led ^ 
About the aims and objects of the Communards, Prof. Hazcn'writ""'- 

« «Z h znz sis?£$1 z UStJZ SA*** 

his been but despotic, unintelligent , arbitrary and onerou^ce^feral' nr ‘°^ 
They wi shed to abolish the old system of militarism officialism ti l t ' 
stock-jobing, monopolies and privileges to which the nroUtarmt o a "°. n 
servitude, and the fatherland, its misfortunes aud its disasters " " J 

A terrible confrontation between the government Qn j 

AnnlT^f f r"r ed - ■ Thiers ^ accd ,he si,uati °“ wi,h“ourage fnd on 

April 2, 1871, laid a seige to Pans to crush the revolt Th, c •“ 

s3sr jssi sums •xzxzS 

2 ^ arsa .a-wsr sw= 

“Everything was burning, there were explosions everywhere A , 

°ST°/$ e, V eU<n e r y dir£Ction AU the c7nZr q uarT e rs were a 

cabling worldf™ a ' b ° dWS SOUlS over a 


The government crushed the Communards’ revolt with force or th 
shot They were given severe punishments. Many were shot dead Manv 
•were tried and imprisoned or sent to penal servitude Manv wlZ 
turned out of the country. So, peace was established after such a 
bloodshed and fierce fight, it is said that Paris suffered much moT? * 
this civil war than she sufferecyrom the foreign invasions It "1°^ ,n 
mated that about 1,700 persons were killed in this war ,S CSl, ~ 

3. Work of Thiers* Government » 1871 — 78) —Peace was - c * a kr u j 
in France after the suppression of the Commuoards. Revolt and th* • 
government then set to the work of reconstruction 1 n,ers 


(I) The whole indemnity was paid off in two years fbv Senf.mk 

i 873 j by Thiers’ efforts. Consequently, the German army had ?o “a" 

France. Thiers come to be known u the ‘ Liberator of Territory' forth 
;great work. * ,ur lQ, s 


(2) Compulsory military service 


military 




passing a law 

(3) The 

according to the needs 

(4) Many steps were taken for the progress of trade and the ^ 

industrial development. 

4 Fall of Thiers-Every political party started its efforts ^. 
•ctoKiuh own government after the restoration of peace m France- 

There was a monarchist majority in the National Assembly. They 
mere w r , ^ctnhlishment of a strong monarchy. Thiers,. 

♦Vinneh a^onarchist was in favour of a constitutional monarchy. So 

though a monarcnist,^was ^ nQt haye faith in him . Thie r8 leaned . 

the staun * ^—««// is the form of government which divides 

HrSmga^t monarchy ere—-"There is only one throne 
end there are three claimants to sit on it . 


Fven then the Democratists did not have any faith on him. He was 

_rLii-ri to resign under these circumstances as the motion of no- 

ronfidence was moved against him in the Ntaiooal Assembly. MarshaL 
MacMahon was made ihe President for an indefinite period in his place. 
Hea monarchist and a staunch follower ot monarchy. He gave »■ 
word to resign after making a right and able person as the monarch. 


5 Efforts to restore Monarchy—The selection of the king 
was the point which created differences among the monarchists after 
the fall of Thiers. They were divided into three groups, though there 
was a majority of the monarchists in the National Assembly. One 
c * D was in favour of making a Bourbon as their king, whereas the 
other was m favour the Orleanists. The third group wanted to enthrone 
the successor of Napoleon Bonaparte on the throne of France. 

The differences among these groups increased day by day. At last* 
the Bourbons and Orleanists came to a compromise. It was agreed, 
noon that the Count de Chambord should be made theking of rranee as 
be was childless and then the Orleanists should succeed him after 
his death. But the Count de Chambord was a follower of the principle 
ot ihe Divine Right of Kings and the white flag of Bourbons. So this 
compromise could not last long. 


Thus, the Orleanists, in compromise witfc the Democrats, increased 
the term ot the temporary Repubic for seven years and decided to have 
MacMahon as the President upto 1880. 

6. France towards a Permanent Republic —The National Assembly i 
did not take any step for drawing up a constitution for which 
it had resolved earlier. The Republicans took an advantage of the 
differences among the monarchists who joined the Republicans in 
great numbers. In the end, all the parties agreed to establish a Republic 
in France. A new constitution was drawn up by the National Assembly 
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3 d&,i ;L“Si„in,?r'T7 r Si e r i " d a ^' 

ass js sss 

attemot <S™ a !, :d . to . rule 1 e norin g the legislature but failed in his 

attempt. So a second election to the legislature was held ur 

ans again gained a majority and ft be^ame dlff'euh for MacM^on to 
ZicB A D eScAs'.® r«ulMh^es^bhSa pe“ 

manent Republic in France which worked from 1S80 to 1940. Jules 
Grevy replaced MacMahon as the President of the Republic. 

7 Reasons for the Establishment of Republic in France— There 
was no other alternative but to establish the Republic in France 
Following were the main reasons for its establishment 

0) People of France were not one on the point of the disgraceful 
treaty made >y Their, with Bismarck to end the war The Royalists 
were against it and wanted to continue the war. But the masses y who 

bTbn'ng^ ^ * «*“* P— 

~5SS £ iZ'ZTo^Zrl^ T E n a e tU f ^£HF g 

majority in the NationalI Assembly butthe Republicans were more power¬ 
ful and the general public was inclined towards them. P 

J- 3) I “ addition t0 “>«s, the Royalists also differed on the choice of 
the king. One group favoured the Orlean dynasty, Vhe “her group the 
Bourbons whereas the third one favoured the successors of Napoleon 
In the beginning, the Bjurbons and the Orleanists cam-= P * 
mise but it ended soon due to the obltS'cyo Cha^bord Snd°'r 
.these circumstances, many Royalists joined the Republican Parfv 
which got stronger Thus, when the three groups dfd not see eve to 
eye w.th one another and there were differences in the RoyalTst Party 

Fr e ance WaS D ° Way ° Ut bUt for «^blishment o7 he R^bhc ,n 



POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Establishment of Third Republic in Frauce-d) Difference of opinion to con- 

tinue war after the defeat at S edan ; (2) Decision to stop the war and it ended 

by the Treaty of Frankfurt on May 10, 1871; (3) Estabiishment of the Repubhc 

because of differences among the Royalists, the Communists and the Repub 

(4) Civil War between the government and the Communards and the victory 

f , pmment • 151 Works of the Thiers government ; (6) Replacement of 
of the government , () s n 1873- He was the supporter of monarchy : 

(7) Royalist efforts for the establishment of monarchy, but could not succeed d 

majority of the Republicans in both houses ; the establishment of the permanent 
republic in 1880 which continued up to 1940. 

Causes for the Establishment of the Repablic-(l) The Royalists were in. 
favour of continuing the war but the masses wanted peace; the masses won in the 
end (21 Difference of opinion regarding the form of government in the country 
among the three parties-the Royalists, the Republicans and the Socialists ; (3) The 

mutual differences in the Royalist party for choosing a king and the establishment of 

the temporary Republic. 

Problems before the Third Republic 

Q. 2. State briefly the dangers, difficulties and problems which 
the Third Republic had to face. 

An*. / Difficulties of the Third Republic- The French Republic 
had to faoe the following problems and difficulties : 

(1) Problem of the Establishment of the Republic—A P r ® cla “ at *^‘ 
for the establishment of the Republic in France was made m 1871 
and a temporary government was established. There was a difference 
of opinion among g ffie parties as regards the formation of the govern¬ 
ment. The Royalists who were in majority were in fav °ur of the 
monarchy. But the Republicans had the support of masses. Th us > . 
temporary Republic was established with Thiers as ^President. In 

H73, Thiers had to resign and MacMahonwas el 5.^ d R ^ es 1 , i t wre h j*. 
place. New constitution was drawn up in 1875. The Royalists were m 
maioritv in the Senate and the Republicans m the Legislature. The 
Republicans, however, won majority in both the Houses in 1879 . 

Third Republic was established in France in 1880 and, consequen y, 
problem the formation of government was also solved. 

(2) Payment of Indemnity— France had to pay a large su ™ 
a war-indemnity to Prussia according to the Treaty of Frankurt. S 


* 


francb prom 1870 TO 19U a. d. 
also agreed to keen a 

indemnity was paid bec°us“of Th?’ 5 '- a “ d bear its This 

,:mw - «• »'»■ ^ by T fcVdfs- ■•*«» Gcis 

^3) Revolt of the Pnri* n 

.Ss, •;? si — 

hin t w Pam rc * ard 'd this steo '° s P" t th e capita! from Paris t o 

?Hr^ a -- 

r r b&s 

^e c rttPwr n rn thr G sE e *4* 

The government won this war %° h vernment an d the Paris Commune 
shedrF W S UniShed heavi '^ ^"result” thVt fJeace was establi- 

s SS , 'srt^ s ^s2»?a r5 ssr,s 

. E?- 

started opposing the government sf? t h “ ,n,s,r y and the people 
Corruption started increasing l^thEn ® d,iple ‘ sed with its nob 

The" P ' aW H Wi ‘ SOn - carted 8 sealing ,h“X ra „‘fth , Pres,dent Orev/i 

The President took Wilson’s side 8 rL! * Le g'°n of Honour 
Prestige of the Republic and 0 ^Wj^^^S£ d " ,,Wd ^ 

t^armTS^^^ m UK??" HTd ,d 30 aW h e - ° S “' 

-s in/rea^g^sT^hf polfcy^h The d “pS»S^ S5? 

“‘S 

f dissatisfied members of all rh#» ,? v ' ^-gan to inflim; the 

throw the parliamentary reffim- Hi* «, par . llCS , rdll,ed round nirn to 
Legislative Assembly many a t?mL h„r h V e ec,ed th ^ member of the 
power ln his own hands Under r h~ he ,acked lhe courage to take 
ended their mutual differences anl circ ^ rnstaQ ces, the Republicans 

Republic. He was then ordered to°h- U ‘ n,ted ^mselves to ZTtte 

!^% as tn « d ln absentia and sentenced^ rf Sted bul he fled to Belgium 
could not bear this insult and commit?.d suSd£ Pr,Mnment - 

’ »“ for a. 
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of tbe Panama Canal. This company became insolvent. It was found 
on investigation that some members of the legislature and also some 
ministers were found guilty of corruption for providing facilites to 
the company. The Directors of the Company were also found to be 
corrupt. The Royalists tried their best to defame the Republic by 
taking an advantage of the situation. This weakened the Republic. ^ 

(7) Dreyfus Case — Dreyfus case was another important matter or 
problem for the Third Republic. Dreyfus was a Jew who was a Captain 
in the French Army. He was accused as a traitor in 1894 for betraying 
tbe military secrets to Germany. He was tried by a court martial and 
sentenced to life-imprisonment. He was degraded publicly in the 
military school. His sword was broken. His militarv uniform and 
badges were removed. Dreyfus pleaded innocent but all in vain. He 
was transported to the Devil’s Island in the French Guiana in South 
America. Its climate was very dangerous for health. 

Dreyfus’ friends greatly criticised the government decision. So 
Colonel Picquart was appointed to investigate the case in 1896. He 
staged in his report that tbe documents, upon which Dreyfus was con¬ 
victed were forged one$. Those were written by Major Esterhazy 
and not by Dreyfus. In order to maintain its prestige, the government 
sent Colonel Pkquart to Algeria after removing him from the military 
post and Colonel Henry was appointed in his place. 

This case now gained! public importance. An agitation was 
started by the newspapers, the labourers and the Socialists for the * 
innocence of Dreyfus. Emile Zola, the famous novelist, greatly cri¬ 
ticized the judges who tried Dreyfus. But the War-Minister Cavaigoac 
produced three documents 'in the Legislature and proved him guilty 
and justified the punishment given to him. At this Picquart reported 
that two of those documents were not concerned with Dreyfus and 
the third was forged which was prepared by Henry. Henry confes¬ 
sed it and committed suicide in remorse. 

The supporters of Dreyfus started a tremendous propaganda 
demanding a re trial of Dreyfus as they considered him to be innocent 
and they wanted to prove his innocence in the court. People of other 
countries were also having the same opinion. Tbe London Times, the 

famous English newspaper, wrote— 

* 

“That the whole ease against Captain Dreyfus, as set forth by the 
heads of the French Army in plain combination against him , was foul with 
forgeries, l.es, contradictions and puerilities, and that nothing to justify 
his condemnation had been shown.” 

Dreyfus case was re-opened in the military court of Rennes in £ 
August, 1899 He was found guilty and sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment. But President Loubet pardoned him using his special 
powers. This thing did not pacify his supporters as they wanted to 
prove him innocent. They did not keep silent and raised their voice 
against it. So another revision of the trial took place in the Session 
Court after 6 years. This Court found him innocent and exonerated 
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him in ^“?‘ tid J" his »*?*• The military court also honoured 

lm m July, 1906 where he was dishonoured li years back Colonel 

Picquart was also made the War-Minister once again 

impottance^nd hi ‘in Dreyfus Cfl*e-The Dreyfus case had its own 
V?J!? T A Ce - d innocence was a great defeat for the anti-reDubli- 

importance—° ry Republic ' Scba «> iro has alL stated about its 

scale bufifreii/li ,hB P r * yfus . °ff air was ta detective story on a national 
Republic.' * marked a " important epoch in the history of the Third 

Republic u aS£ W3S a " individual case but ‘he opponents of the 

- j d akmg ,n,erest m “ for they wanted to defame the 

^ the Renubhc 'r “ " by Monai ; cb y Bet this case gave support 

j.,.55 atJz SKTi, iEf. SS - “» 

and ( it /) nrIted W ?L? e ,hi C, ° ry0f theCivil au *hority over the military 
authority army ,S 30 or g a ™ation under the civil 

. f li "\ Tbe , church, which wanted to weaken the Republic wit 
defamed and lost its political importance. Kepubltc, was 

the Jews hlit *t, antl JeW e,em / n ‘s tried to instigate the public against 

cond^ed the e com™, r a rf S °l DTe * f ?’ who ,bought him ‘« b e innocent, 
vuuuqsnea tne commual feelings and mutual hatred. 

Republic an^'there C was rf y tbat ,* h ' s case strengthened the Third 

as ss isMSsar s 

of the Church ” political importance of the army and 

state^d^w^sfafe^whhin'IhrT^ Chu T ; ch had ? ^ a ‘ say in the 
was no' onlyreSus^buf'ato^Tt^f^ Thb'probTem 

^ e i9Sr r ™caUon U wa 0 s r,S ah ,0n t t CC ° rding to ,he “A^cia'ttoS? 

i905 which brought aTent° to ' 
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, Th+ ‘Art of SeDaration* of 1905 also completely separated 

education. The Act ofScp*x*uon or pQwers vested in the clergy 

were confiscated so that they might not pose a problem to the Republic, 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Problems and Difficulties of the Third Republic 

m Problem of the establishment of Republic in Franw and difference 
between the'Royalisis and the 

Church were confiscated. 

Constitntion of the Third French Republic 

Q. 3. Give a brief account of the constitution of the Third French 

Republic. , _ ... 

Ans.-After its defeat in the Sedan War in 1870. the Republic 
was established in France and Thiers became its Pr^ent. The 
elections to the Legislature were also held but the admmistratjon oould 
not be run properly due to the differences among the political partie* 
and as such the constitution could not be drawn up. Thiers was forced 
to resign in 1873 and MacMahon was elected President m his place 
He was a supporter of monarchy and the Royalist Party. The Royalists 
had a majority in the legislature but they were divided on the choice 
of a king. There were three groups. So the period of the temporary 
Republic and the term of presidentship of MacMahon was extended! 
for 7 years more. Gradually the Republicans gained strength anj 
all the parties agreed to the establishment of the Republic in the end 
because there was no other way out. So the legislature started drawing 
up the consitiution in 1875. The salient featues of this constitution* 

were as follows : — 

1. The President—The election of the President was done by the 
National Assembly i.e., together by the Senate and the Chamber of 
Deputies. The term of his post was 7 years. Any body belonging to the 
old ruling families of France could not become the President. This- 
clause was kept so that monarchy could not be established in France, 


Powers of the President — 

(1) The President had the power to preseu^and pass the new lawtfj 
It was also his duty to. see whether such laws were properly observed 
or not. 

(2) The President could dissolve the Chamber with the concur¬ 
rence of the Senate. 

(3) The President was the head of the naval, land and air forces. 

(4) All the military and civil appointments were made by the 
President. 
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countries 2d ^ A “ baSSad ° IS ^ other 

ence of the National Assembly ” d agreements with the concurr- 

(6) He could pardon those sentenced by the courts 
tit U larrad 0 only r He de d n id a LrhTv r e\h?r r ov fl 0 , n,y “‘’"’i 03 ' and he was the 

of England or was not all in all like the y A P°'?' ers P oss “sed by theKing 

also bore the signatures of some P . res,dent - His orde? 

that action on behalf of the President Th* r p Wh °i W3S held res P°nsible for 
ble for any of his actions “*• The Pres,dent wa s not held resposi- 

Governn^nt waTafso^stabnshed n in E F 8 ran n c d e Th£ arIiaraentar y System of 
the legislature- the Senate and the SStar^SpSS. ^ H ° USeS ° f 

term of 9 yeare!Tut o^hifdo^its member° f t°°H me r mbers - 11 had a 

years and new members elected in tLTr ^ b xV' red after ever y three 

?f40, could be its member The elwtionnf N k body ’ under the a 8 e 

indirect one. election of members was, however, an 

for 4 years by ?duft Suffrage^No bodv' 1Sted H ° f 5 . 48 “embers elected 

become its member. 8 No body ’ under the age of 21 , could 

in No h7 ° ft t Parliament ° f the 

the Houses. C ° U * >ecome an act unless it was passed by both 

00 A bill COuId be • _ 

were to be introduced firs?in th e £ham^? n* b , Ut the , M ° ney Bi,,s 

. , (i«) It was the work of the P T Deput.es only, 

implement them. 1 the Parl, ament to pass Ordinances and to 

I? Pnr! h the H ° USeS Sat to S e,her to elect the President 
(v^Parl,ament had the right to amend the constiSion' 

of.the Ministry n ThJPrSdent wornd^ of adm jnistration were in thehands 
Minister who had the maS ^ .uf r app .°i Q ‘ that member as the Prime 

onpnfl? the consent of the Prim^^r^' and other ministers were 
one of the two houses could be , ! .L, M,n,ster - A member from any 

? s P e f ch >n either House but he S d as a , Minis ter. He could make 
hebej^gd The Min e is b “* ““““ vote.only in that House to wh.ch 

a £ a .' rs ; Hthe Chamber of DeBu«« b e j to the Legislature for its 

against a Minister, he had to resign passed a no-confidence motion 

and implement the^lawf^Deri.^ the . M ‘nistry was to propose pass 

and f ° rmati ° rl of state policy wTL°I h ‘ f L mp »V ant matters as well as 
M,W? ntr ?' ° f ,he ariy, Mn »,• V he Ministry. The operation 

“'I?- I* also made the r ' force was in the hands of the 

coi? ," officials. It made treats* and‘ S ° f i he g overn ment-ofricers 
countries. ue treaties and signed agreements with other 
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4. Other Features— 

([) The French Constitution was not based on any one directive 

>rder. Amendments were made according to agreements from time to 

ime and those became its part and parcel. It was not a regularly 

jrawn up Constitution. < __ 

(ii) The sovereignty of the people was accepted in this French 


Constitution. 

(iii) The French Constitution gained rigidity and it became in¬ 
flexible day by day. 

(iv) The French Constitution was not based on the theory of 
Separation of Powers and the administrative, judicial and legislative 
powers were not vested in different persons. 

(v) This Constitution did not give the right of vote to 


women. 

(vi) Different matters were decided by Special Courts. Govern¬ 
ment officers were now governed by the administrative laws. 


(vii) The Constitution was a clever compromise between demo¬ 
cratic and aristocratic principles. 


(viii) The French governments changed quickly as there were 
many parties in France. No political party gained majority as they 
were neither well-united nor did they have any set programmes. Fifty 
Ministries were changed in France since the drawing up of the Constitu¬ 
tion to the First World War (i.e. from 1875 to 1914). 


5. Amendment of the Constitution— 

The French Constitution was amended first in 1884. It gave 
recognition to the French Republic. Any amendment in the Constitution 
with a view to change the nature of the Republic was prohibited. 
It was also decided that anybody, having relations with the old 
ruling families of France, or who himself had ruled, was ineligible to 
be the President of France. 

Another amendment was made in 1886 to strengthen the Republic. 
It was decided that anybody who had ruled over France at any time, 
should leave the country. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Constitution of 1875—National Assembly could not draw up the Constitution 
due to differences Different parties agreed to establish the Republic. New Consti¬ 
tution was drawn up in 1875. 

1. President—(1) Ele:tion; (2) Term; (3) Powers; (4) President was a 
nominal head only. 

2. Legislature (1) Senate —300 members, indirect elections, 9 years term, v 
qualifications of the members. 

(2) Chamber of Deputies —548 members, indirect elections, 4 years term, 
qualifications of the members. 

(3) Powers and work of the Legislature. 
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firaaas; 

Relations between the Church and the State 

J j ?* i* Give a brlef accon ot of the struggle between th» nu . 

»nd the State daring the Third French RepnbHc. ,h ^Church 

. E *P |a * a , thc hostility between the Cbarcb and the <!»«»» 
nnder the Third Republic and trace the u u SUte ,B FraBce 

two was bronght about. PS by Wh,ch **P*™‘iou of the 

Ans. —M° st °f the people in France were Catholic* ti, 
the supporters of monarchy and old tradition! n “ ,' They were 

estabii, h the c atholic Religion as the religion of iheltate Ther",^ 
Religion, as well as the Pope had a Drear influence 6 ' , Ca <hohc 

sphere as well as the political activities of France The' r! re, v 8 !° u l 
enough money and property It was against th#» d * i • c Church bad 

time of the revolution, most of ,h“ pfo^rtv he^n° !Ut, ° n - at the 
wis conficsated by the government Af!e/o!,!!° 8 ' 0g to the Church 
entered into a Concordat with the Pone in IfhilTn 8 P° We !’. Na P°*eon 
According to it, the appoinmcnt of the lUyVeganm^ 
the government in consultation with the Pone Th- b made by 
started the payment of salaries to the clergy The J!! government 

the religious institutions P The stale had and welfare of 

Church property during the Revolution All ?he Church'* 16 confiscated 
the control of the State Under 1 lfie Cburc bes were under 

Church were reduced and the Church came'unde C fh’ th6 powers of the 
state. Even then, the arrangements of divorce^m*,^ 6 aulh ° nt y of ‘he 
remained in the hands of the Church. ' arr,a 8 e and education 

toucSd a t n h d eir b ext , rem! and'Xring r^h ‘t" diff erences 

(1871-1540) both stood apart. ^ ° tbe Third Republic 

between fhTsTatfa^dTh^Chufch-“ aDy CaUSeS of ,he enmity 

relijiols mattenf^Tbe'foUoJen of^the'cati/^ M ,‘ radi,i '' ns and 'he 

Republicans and the Social ,1 heretics sTth* Cai,ed ,he 

(2) The , eucs - io Ihe conflict increased. 

ever there was any conflic/'betwLnT^Ro^a/fs/^ m ? narch y and wben- 

onhoH th ° IiCS 3lways su PP° rted the monarchy S Th! Re p ub,icans - 
orthodox were against the Republic. y ' The c,er *cals and the 

Mde^with^the^o^OTie^ts^of Dreyfus the c,e " c ^ 

B ° u,a ° g er against the government ' The V‘ so , | SUpported General 
sidered the Church as their main enemy Republ,cans alwa > s eon- 

‘•‘Srfs^sss^r,u. ,„ P „* Vw „ 

eTy mr 'SUe from which Republican France 
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has suffered during the last 35 years . 

(4) The Church and the Clericals had complete control over the educa¬ 
tion in France. There were many defects in their system of education. 

! Their educational system was against the rights of freedom and 
eauality This education produced supporters of monarchy and 
opponents of the Republic. The French Education Minister Ferry passed 
many laws which brought an end to the control of the Church over 
i education. Many schools were opened by the Republican Government 
where free primary education was given so that children in large 
I number should receive education in these schools. Education was made 
compulsory for the children between 6 to 16 years of age The 
; clergymen were forbidden to teach in the Public Schools. It was also 
decided that no religious education be imported in the Public Schools. 

1 The orthodox people greatly condemned these schools declaring them 
to be godless. The government, by various laws, had in fact taken the 
' education out of the hands of the Catholic Clergy. Gambetta said in 
this context— “The Prussian School Master had won the last war and the 
i French School Master must win the next.*' 

(5) The government ordered the closure of the ‘ Society of Jesus ’ 
and asked its members to go out of France. Many laws were passed 
against the monks and the nuns 

! (6) In 19^0, the French Prime Minister Waldeck Rousseau , who was 

a student of Gambetta, declared at Toulonse that the traditions set-up 
by the monks and the nuns were greatly harmful and the Church was 
the great enemy of the State. He added— "In this country whose unity 
has for centuries constituted its strength and greatness ; the two classes 
of young people are growing up ignorant of each other until the day when 
they meet , so unlike as the risk not comprehending one another. Such a 
fact is explained only by the existence of a power which is no longer even 
occult , and by the constitution in the state of rival power." 

Waldeck Rousseau also condemned the religious institutions and 
orders of the monks and the nuns and traditions set-up by them. Their 
members increased and they amassed large amounts of wealth. The 
number of monks rose from 1,400 to 7,500 and their property increased 
from 50 million to 10 billion francs during the period from 1877 to 1900. 
According to Waldeck Rousseau— 

“ The real peril confronting the country arose from the growing power 
of religious orders-orders of monks and nuns arid from the character of 
the teaching given by them in the religious schools , they were conducting . 
Here was a power within the state which was rival of the state and funda¬ 
mentally hostile to the state." 

(7) The government passed the 'Law of Associations 1 in 1901 which 
declared thru all religious and political associations must receive their 
authorisation of the government for their functioning. Many religious 
institutions did not apply for authorisation and those which applied were 
not given authorisation by the government. So. many religious 
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France! 008 C '° Sed 3nd 3 great nu “ b " of monks and nuns left 

S 0 ot^ e C S° f thC -ernmenf a^aCf 'SfiftSSS 

■demanded^he^pu'ttTng^t^an^end'thelr f^ Puh <- strongly 

Pope. Act of Se P para,fon! wh“ h Ja S passed inldol "TIT Wltb the 
-of 1801. The government storm ed tZ l 6 ' ,905 » ended ^Concordat 

«he payment of salaries to the P £. Persio^fo^M ‘ ? f the c,er «>' men and 
The young clergymen were naid cnm#» mn clergymen was fixed. 

mem confiscated the remaining properTonhe* cZfrh f'' 0 " ‘ G ° vern ‘ 

residence of the clergymen P an d y th. rf u Ieavw S only the 
Rations were formed for th^manag-ment of th proper * Asso- 

A Socialist leader Jean wrote as regards the imporUnw'onh^Aa- 

that is by completely destroying ih^ecdJs&stUaf^f h France ' anJ 

Z ' akingf '° m "* 

•criticis'ld^tb'y sayi^— Ca,hohcs greall > opposed this Act. Pope Pius IX 

pernicious error. It ^iolateTthe'sacred ™° bsolutely f a,se thesis, a very 
to the church depends .” n Zhts upon which the very life of 

m,MpfS; ri “i lx ' "»«rr°»™, or 

S n “' Th,s created a state of civil war in Fr^T 6 b ^ an l e antagonistic to 

Briand got a resolution passed in the Assemh? 6 ' T i? e ** eli 8<°n-Minister, 
to use the Church by a group of cler^me y T h,ch gave Permission 

the government. But this didno! sa,is^“h e %ope ^ permission of 

pities given to^C^holic^msTe^witkd 63in 1907 - AU 
was given permission to use the Churches m, Mrmin by it. The public 

a "" b “ “T *“ or 

rOoroO and salaries hMSe'cta^menlit 1 (0e P Ibi' ViD ,f aid ,,J ‘he 

,‘ be Church over the eduition came ?^ V f A CtS : T , he ‘°fl uence 

rhn JlC k Star . ted makin £ use of the schools and° hit" C “ d ‘ • Tbe general 
Chureh. It was an important revolution it the^f t U,St,tu r tl 2 ns under lhe 

Church was now neither a state withfo h * Story ofFrance - The 

State. It became dependent upon the state hi* ^ supcr,or to tbe 
this respect— ^ ' ^ late * II ^as been rightly said in 

European tradUi^l^Conco^dat bywHch tht !»***« broke the 
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organized by the private initiative . This was a revolution in the ecclesiasti¬ 
cal regime of France'* 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Separation of the Church and the State-The Roman Catholic Church In France 
was supporter of the monarchy and had a great influence over politics. The property 
of the clergymen was confiscated during the French Revolution. Napoleon establi¬ 
shed relation between the Church and The State by the Concordat of 1801. The re¬ 
lations deteriorated later on and both were separated from eaeh other. 

Causes of Separation—(1) The Republic was the opponent of the old tradition* 
and religious views ; (2) The orthodox people were opponents of the Republic and 
supporter of the monarchy ; O) Differences on »he Dreyfus and Boulanger cases ; 
(4) End of the control of the Church over education and the control over education 
by the State; (5) Closing of the Society of Jesus ; (6) The declaration by 

French Prime Minister Waldeck Rousseau and the State policy ; (7) Law of 
Associations of 1901 ; (8) Act of 1904 and control over education by the State ; 
(9j Act of Separation of 1905 and its opposition by the Pope ; (10) Withdrawal of 
all facilities by the Act of 1907. 

Home and Foreign Policy of the Third Republic 

^ ' Q. 5. Give a brief account of the Third French Republic in the 

sphere of Home and Foreign affairs. 

Ans. Home Policy - The revolt of the Paris Commune, and Boulanger 
and Dreyfus cases etc. created much unrest in France. So attention could 
not be paid towards the reforms in the beginning but the government 
paid special attention towards reforms after the establishment of peace 
in France as it was difficult for the Republic to progress without it. 

1. Social Reforms —Many reforms for the labour were introduced 
by the government. They were as follows s — 

(i) Factory Laws were passed for the welfare of the labour. 
The working hours were fixed at 10 per day. But these were furthur 
reduced to 8 hours by the Factory Act of 19^7. 

(ii) The hours of work for the females were also reduced and the 
employment of children under the age of 13 was prohibited. 

(iii) The labourers were given one day’s holiday in a week. 

(iv) An Act passed in 1898 provided for the compensation of the 
loss suffered by the labourers on duty. 

(v) Commercial Boards were set-up to settle the disputes between 
the labourers and the factory owners. 

(vi) The labourers were given free medical aid to keep them physi¬ 
cally fit. 

(vii) The labourers were allowed to form unions and strike peace¬ 
fully. An institution known as ‘ The General Confederation of Labour * 
was established in 1894 for the welfare of the labourers. 

(viii) An Act was passed in 1905 which provided for pension to the 
government employees. 
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freedom -^ Tcitripl,0I,f on xht P 1 * 88 werc amoved and it was given 

O0. Freedom to hold public-meetings was also granted. 

(xi) The education system was reformed according to the national 
policy so that the country and people should be benefitted by it The 
religious teaching was prohibited in the Public Schools and the clergy- 
*!men were forbidden to work as teachers. 57 

(2) Economic Reforms —The economic condition of France was 
not good in the beginning of the Third Republic. The debt had 
vrr d ?" d th e trade and industries were not in a good condition. 
co'ijmxy PUb lCan Oovernment dld a lot *o end ‘he economic crisis in the 

~ .-i'L Th °. Ugh the P ro *'“ e « °f Alsace and Lorraine were acquired bv 
•G.rmany, yet many steel and silken work^s were set-up due to t he 
availability of coal in the nearby places. ' P e 

of diff^renlfruTte ? ind “ Stry Pr ° 8rCSSed grea *' y due ,0 the Sundance 

, aM J [ " l) There was an increase in the means of transportation and the 
railways and bridges were constructed in large numbers. There was also 
-a great progress in the sphere of ship-building. ° 

(iv) France changed to the protected nolicv Th#» » ar ;(r 
increased on the imports but it wa P s debased o^* the expom from 

Tht°‘ C £ AS » a resu ! t » the sports increased and imports decreased 

^ e th!°* Ur,S ™* aS a " mdustfy was started to meet the deficit in finance 
So the tounsts, to France were provided many facilities which oHn/d 

numberof °^ris P s 0fireSS ° f ** d « » ^oc^in^ 

«» iW& b ^fSS5S JVJSW 

sa to e sa e v f 

the land from the tillers could be taken* a # ric .“ I l tural Jand - Neither 

Mr 

sphere after her defeaf iifTh^war^with Pruss’ 8 * ln { the ,nterna t'onaI 
in the sphere of European r^lTtir, p • ^ Sla a ? d was ,eft 3,1 a »°°e 
parts of Alsace and Lo^ai^ The a ^ mred b f Prosperous 

Policy of the Third Republic ® ™ ain objective of the foreign 

avenge its old defeat and to take backTho^* 118 mi,itary P° wcr to 

tned to establish friendly relations with ?thIr°P PartS ' S ° Franc0 
but Bismarck's policy had Uf# k-- • Wlltl ?. r European countries 

«ptol89a ^ y ,Cft hCf In a P° SItion of complete isolation 

(1) France and Austria-Hungary— France attempted to estahlkh 
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friendship with Austria-Hungary but the efforts and political moves 
of Bismarck made all her attempts completely unsuccessful and himselT 
entered into a treaty with Austria-Hungry m 1879. In 1882, Italy also- 
joined them. This alliance of these countries is known as Triple- 
Alliance in the history. This alliance also gave great blow to the power 
of France. 

(2) France and Russia— All facilities given to Russia in the Black. 
Sea area by the Treaty of San Stefano were ended by the Treaty of 
Berlin of 1878. This deteriorated the relations between Russia and 
Germany. But Bismarck made a treaty with Russia in 1887 and thus 
France was left in a position of Isolation. But with the resignation or 
Bismarck in 1890 the whole position changed greatly and improvement 
took place in the relations of France and Russia. 

Russia and France started coming nearer to each other. Russia 
needed money to lay the network of railways and for the improvement 
of her industries, which she could get from France. France had accu¬ 
mulated enough money by this time. Firstly, France and Russia under¬ 
went trade agreements and after that there was a political alliance 
between the two, which is known as the Dual Alliance. It was agreed if' 
Germany invaded France and Itlay sided with Germany then Russia 
would help France. It was also decided if Russia attacked Germany 
and Austria joined hands with Germany then France would help Russia. 
This alliance has its own importance. So France was no longer isolated. 
She got the feeling of self-respect and the balance of power was set 
right in Europe with the result that France found her future to be bright. * 
France increased her power and this strengthened the relation of both- 
these countries. When Czar Nicholas of Russia visited France, he was- 
given a warm welcome there. Because of this alliance Russia and 
France fought side by side against Germany in the First World War. 
That is why it has been said — 

"The Dual Alliance of 1893 ended the diplomatic isolation of France 
and enabled her to face the future with Confidence and hope** 

This alliance also affected the position of Russia greatly. She wasable 
to complete the Trans-Siberian and Trans-Caspian railways with the 
French help. The English politicians thought the Dual Alliance useless 
and without any international importance but, by and by, they realised 
that England was isolated in the International sphere She had to make 
agreements with many countries to make her position strong. So the 
Dual Alliance has a great importance. It has been rightly said— 

41 The Dual Alliance was a factor of isolation and a factor of forced 
alliance for Great Britain.** 

(3) Friendly Relations with England-In 1898, Delcasse was the 
Foreign Minister of France. He was on this post from 1898 to 1905. 
He did not change the policy of the Republic. He was very able, clever 
hard-working and dutiful. He strengthened the position of France by 
creating good relations between his country, England and Italy under 
very adverse circumstances. 

The French Government sent a French named Marchand to Fashoda 
in Eygptian Sudan to stop the influence of the English there. He 
established the French flag there. The British Officer Kitchner asked. 


3S7 

job FROU 1S70 to 1914 A. D. lso ho isted the British flag 

to go but he did not do so. & K.tc^er a and the re was 

occupied Khartum. The «“ d, U°^££,een the two. Delcasse 
sibilitv of the breaking out of wa was in favoU r of settling this 

ed ver'v intelligently at , . h,s a with the British Ambassador in 

,tter peacefully. He had a meeting h the same right over 

' He was of the opinion that accept it. Delcasse 

lartum. But the British a Tliance with the British but they did not 

nted to have a permanent alliance wt unconditional wuhdrawal 

:ept it. The British government ask<:a o r to have a good 

the French from Fashoda. Delcasse withdrew and the situa- 

aderstanding with the Bnmh. jo.jhe Fr^ ^ England. 

on was eased. Delcasse ... T h cre was already enmity between Ger- 

bere weie many reasons - (1) make the condition more 

“any and France and Delcasse did noUike to m of England so 

mrse. (2) The naval force ° f , France was tnte^ France w , nlcd to take 

T ^^o2£^r whh"‘e rid of England and to get back b:<pra- 

VinC De 0 lca1'e a con a Unued r h. a s^“efforts to^^ate^oo^r^lauanswUh England 

1D d he was successful in e " ter ‘ tl f'. . histor y By it. England recognised 
This is known as 'Entente Cordwle in history.,By | rea(ly increased 

*-» *• my marJ ‘ ° 

in Paris in 1900. The Brlt ' s n h n 1C, -# b f visits of French President Loubet 
he was given a warna teceptio ■ Jh Elelcasse settled many disputes 

and Delcasse strengthened the relati position in Egypt and 

with England. F y a " ce nr r _ e < 5 ®° ition i n Morocco. Long standing dis- 

England recognised Frances positio J^ ed The matters regarding 

pute over Newfoundland fisheries )ed eace f u Uy. Lord Lansdowne 

Siam, Madgascar, West Afr^a we , P stated io this respect - 

Tripoli in 1900 and Italy g had t j 0 j ncc j the ‘Triple 

In 1902 Italy gave assurance to her that ^Italy n Tfae Frcnch 

£2K'.*lSX< v"l,“ R W o«“ » .904* ,t helped a lot io the 
to strengthen his position inMo reC ocnised France’s position in 

“SSSSd«S'& 8 ave •» s r*‘" 
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position there and also to make the Sultan of Morocco work according 
to France’s wishes. Sultan started working under France s guida¬ 
nce but Germany could not tolerate it. So Germany made an announ¬ 
cement that she would not accept any country’s control over morocco 
and would defend her freedom at all costs. She also compelled the # 
European countries to call a conference to solve the Morocco Problem 
and asked the French government to ask for Delcasse’s resignation. 
France was not in a position to face Germany. He did not hope to 
receive help from Russia as Germany had helped Russia in the Russo- 
Japanese conflict. Germany did not like to talk with Delcasse. 
Delcasse had to resign in 1905 due to the stiff attitude of Germany. But 1 
France could not forget his services. He increased her prestige by rocking 
treaties with England. Italy and Spain and had done away with her 
isolation and increased her political status in the international sphere 

It has been rightly said— , _ . 

**When he left the foreign office in 1905 . England and Italy were 

friends. It was due to the industry patience and devotion of Delcasse. 

A French writer has also said— ‘ . 

"Inspite of his limitations , he remains by general consent , the 
outstanding figure of the Third Republic in the field of foreign affairs t 

Lord Lansdowne, described his fall in these words — "Delcasse s 
fall is obnoxious and it has lowered the importance of "Entente Cordiafe. 
Delcasse continued taking part in the politics of France even after his 
resignation. He was appointed the Director of Hydro-electricity. He ^ 
greatly increased the waterpower of France during his tenure. He was 
appointed as the French Ambassador to Russia in 1914 He greatly 
woiked to strengthen the Franco-Russian relations in this capacity. 

First Morocco Crisis and Algeciras Conference , 1905-^—As it has- 
been said above, the German declaration on Morocco problem and her 
aggressive attitude gave rise to an international crisis. Thus, a Con¬ 
ference was called at Algeciras in 1906 to solve this problem. The 
representatives of 12 countries took part in it. AM other representatives 
except those cf Austria and Hungary took th^ side of France in this 
'Conference. The decisions taken in this Conference were—(1) Political 
freedom of Morocco was acknowledged. (2) An International Police 
Force was provided to defend Morocco but it had a large number oi 
French and Spanish soldiers. (3) France was authorized to control 
the import-duty on the trade carried on between Morocco and Algeria 
(4) A bank, under the control of England, France, Germany and Spain,, 
was established to look after the economic and commercial interests of 
Morocco, 

Germany returned without any gains from this Conference. So the-' 
international crisis over Morocco could not be solved and the relations 
of France and Germany also remained strained. On the whole, France 
strengthened her position in Morocco as the French soldiers formed a. 
major part of the International Police Force established there. 

Dr. Gooch has rightly said— 

“The conference of Algeciras did not improve the relation s between- 
Germany and France or the international condition of Morocco .” 

The Second Morocco Crisis and Casablanca Case 1908 — The 


FRANCE FROM 1870 TO 1914 A. £>-: 

Second Morocco Crisis took place in Morocco'in 1908. The German 
Ambassador at Casablanca in Morocco helped certain fugitives of the 
French army in their escape. France charged Germany with infringe¬ 
ment of the international law. On the other hand, Germany charged 
France with undue interference in the special rights of the German 
Embassy. The situation became very serious and it appeared that a 
war would break out between the two. But the Balkan Crisis helped 
to avert the deterioration in their relations and both countries came 
to terms with each other. Germany recognised the special position 
of France in Morocco and agreed not to interfere in her affairs. France 
agreed to provide Germany special commercial facilities in Morocco. 

The Th : rd Morocco Crisis and Agadir Crisis , 1911—The Morocco 
problem became serious once again in 1911. The Sultan of Morocco 
got a large amount as debt from France and it became difficult for 
him to pay it back. So he started* functioning under the French 
influence. The nationalists and feudal lords of Morocco could not 
tolerate this It gave rise to lawlessness there The nationalists started 
a revolt. Marchand was also killed Under these circumstamces 
France sent there an army which captured Morocco’s capital Fez dna 
crushed the revolt. France ceclared that her action in Morocco tsav 
for the safety of the Europeans there and she would withdraw her 
forces as soon as the peace was Testored there 

Germany greatly condemned this action of France as she could 
not tolerate Fiance becoming the sole arbiter of Morocco’s fate. She 
accused France of breaching the 1909 Agreement by this mi'itary 
action. Germany sent her gunboat 'The Panther ’ to the port of Agadir 
and declared that this action of her was meant for the safety of the 
Germans in Morocco and that she would withdraw it as soon as the 
peace was restored there. In fact, this action of Germany was to 
decrease the-British influence over Egypt and Morocco and to get econo¬ 
mic concessions from France. Lord Grey stated in this context — 

**A new S’tulation has been created by the despatch of German ship 
to Agadir , future developments might affect interests more directly than 
they hitherto have been affecting and therefore , we could not recognise any 
new arrangement which was to come without us.” 

The British Finance Minister Lloyd George made this declaration 
on 21 July, 1911. 

"If a situation were to be forced upon us in whichpeace could only 
be preserved by the surrender of great and beneficient position Britain 
has won by centuries of heroism and achievement by allowing Britann to be 
treated when her interests were vitally affected, as if she were of eo acco¬ 
unt in the comity of nations, then / say emphatically that peac at that 
price would be a humiliation intolerable for a great country like ours to 
endure ** 

Tbis declaration greatly embarassed Germany and the war 
became imminent But Germany thought it better to settle the problem 
peaccfuliv with France as she was afraid of the united strength of The 
Triple Entente. So she came to have a compromise with France. 
Germany gave recognition to the French protectorate over Morocco 
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and France but the relations between England and Germany detenorat 
“*• » end» * <**■»«• *-* 

tried to capture Tripoli by recognising it also. This ptoblem ga^ 
rise to the Balkan Crisis. France went on eonsohdatin^her po 
against the powers of the Triple Alliance and thus precipitated the Fi 
World War Grant and Temperley have stated , 

* Agadir was a crisis definitely more serious•than' fS e %™ s %£ 
undoubtedly more critical than the Baseman one The TripleEntente h 
been defeated over Bosenia and Russia humiliated But their defeat an 
humiliation were perhaps less public and anyhovv less recen than hdJ 
the Triple Alliance and of Germany in particular, at Agadir. Ihistim 
England had appeared in shining armour at a grave moment tosipp 
her friend ...Russia and the Entente accepted defeat without war mine 
Crisis of 1909. Germany accepted defeat wthout war in re Jf a 

Both groups understood the danger, and both began to P re P are j 

peace-loving country and government faced reality and made P re f ar J"° d 
like these, it is not surprising that military and nav*lj^'*f*”*£ 
t Isewhere in a less liberal atmosphere. And the ^intensity af situa 

was increased by military, reorganization everywhere. luhpd her 

3. The Colonial Policy-France had already established her 

colonies in Africa and Asia before the establishment of the Third 
Republic. A great progress was made in this respect ies 
reigns of Louis Philippe and Napoleon III. France h reeions 

in Algeria, Cambodia, Java, India Africa an ? r * 8 e ' 0 e “* 

of the Pacific Ocean. France added an area of 700,000 square meters 

with a population of 600,000 to its empire by 1870. r - 0 d 

The colonial expansion took place at a fast speed during the pen 
of the Third Republic and France expanded its empire very speedily 
North Africa, West Africa, Indian Ocean and Indo-China. «a* 

has rightly said— ... , . * n 

"In the nineteenth century, she was destined to begin again, 
create on empire of vast geographical extent , second only in importance 

to that of Great Britain.'* f _ r 

Reasons for the Colonial Expansion -There were many reasons lor 

the eolonial expansion during the period of the Third Republic 

( 1 ) The French Prime Minister Jules Ferry was a great supporter 

(2) France wanted to become economically strong by her colonial 

e\pansion^ ra ^ ce tQ wash the blot 0 f defeat b y ®^P an ^ ing . 1 ?? r 

boundaries and to increase the honour and prestige of Third R e P ubll f - 
(4) A keen competition was going on among the European countries 

for colonial establishment in Africa and Asia. How France could keep 
away from it ? 
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(5) The rivalary among England , Russia. Italy and Germany provided 
good opportunity to France tor her colonial expansion. 

(6) Bismarck did not oppose the policy of French colonial expan¬ 
sion. He wanted that France should remain busy in the colonial expan¬ 
sion so chit France taigat not ttiiak noon gaining back the provinces 
ot Alsace and Lorraine. 

French colonies '.— 

( 1 ) First of all in 1881, France occupied Tunis In North Africa. 

(2; France established her colonies in Senigal, Guinea, Dahomey, 
Ivory Coast, Niger in Western Africa and North Congo. So she occupied 
a large tract of Africa extending from Alegria on the shores ol the 
Mediterranian Sea to the river Congo. 

(.3) In 1883, she established her protectorate over Anam in Asia. 

(4) In 1885, she captured Tonkin after h^r conflict with China 

(5) In 1895, she captured Midigascar in the Indian Ocean 
and established a permanent settlement there in 1896 

(6) She had to. enter into a conflict with Germany over the 
Morocco problem many a time but she was able to establish a 
protectorate over there in 1911. 

In the beginning of the 20th century, France possessed a vast 
colonial empire with an area of 6,000,000 sq. Kilometers and a popu¬ 
lation of 50,000,000. Hazen has rightly remarked in this connection — 

** Thus at the openir.g of the 20th. century , the colonial empire of 
France was eleven times larger than France itself , had an area of s x 
miliion square kilometers, a population of about fifty millions, and a 
rapidly growing commerce." 

This colonial expansion proved very useful to France. She gained 
a lot conomieally and set up her markets in many countries. Tnus 
she greatly flourished her internal as well as external trade She 
progressed greatly in her financial as well as power resources. “ What 
France lost by last war, it gained by Colonial acquisition 

It must be remembered here that France did not exploit her 
colonies economically as well as politically like other countries. She 

treated them as her xpart and did not discriminate with her colonial 

subjects. The French people as well as the people living in colonies 
had love and sympathy , and they also co-operated with each other 
It has been rightly said—\ 

* , The Third Republican Colonies of France were model colonics of 
the world.'* J 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Foreign and Home Policy of the Third Republic 

1. Home Policy—(1) Special attention was paid to the reforms. 

(1) Social Reforms —(1) Fixation of hours of work for the labour by Factory 
Acts; (2) Decrease in the hours of work of women, labourers and prohibition on the 
employment of children under the age of 13; (3) A weekly off; (4) Compensation 
for loss; (5) Trade boards to scttl i disputes (6) Medical aid; (7) Permission to form 
labour unions and to strikis; (8) Pensio i for the government empolvees; (9) Freedom 
of the Press; (10) Freedom of holdiag Public meetings, (l i) Education accord og to 
the national programme. 

(2) Economic Reforms - (7) Setting-up of steel and silk works; (?) Progress 
in the wine industry; (3) Progress in the means of transport; ( 4) Policy of Protection 
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itt the Place of Tree trade: (5) Reform, in the banking system; 16 , Progress in 

"f"', *. s&j-ai-» 

coumhei n "ac°hievetbis a end (2) 

Hungary; Bismarck s Triple alliance made France (4> Delcasses followed the 

: SSSSsss: te«sr 

(1) Reeronr-Ferry w.s a ..follower to1 S£SS? JoSES# 

<2 a* mce'fo^'colooiesr 0 ^^) 0 Difference* among* England, Germany. Italy and Russia 

(6) at O c^t- 0 )^“; m North .fries, (2, Senegal. Guinea Dahomey. Ivory 
Coai? NUcr in WeLen Africa. over ££ ,„<£«& g J„ la ’ 

4 8 U Ca (6rAorL T o°Cr!“ i , m ni 8 e»-a ( b,! S hnren? of prot ctora e there. 

18 T •„ «,,,» «ell as financial p 3 *er and progress ot internal and externa 

trade'by^olonial expmsion; Policy of non exploitation in the colonic*. « ,c 

UNIVERSITY AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

Give a brief account of the circumstances under which the 
Third Republic in France was established. 

‘•The Third Republic in France came and survived only be¬ 
cause there was no other alternative.” Discuss. , , 

Give a brief description of the various problems and diffcul- 
ties faced by France after 1871. How were they solved ? 
Name tbe important reforms introduced under the Third 

French Republic. . 

Describe briefly the home policy or the work of consolt- 

dation under the Third French Republic. r Third 

Describe the salient features of the Constitution of Third 

Describe^he 11 Anti-Church Policy of the Third Republic of 

Descibe briefly the struggle between the Church and the 
State during the Third French Republic. 

Give a brief account of the achievements of the 1 bird 
French Republic in the sphere of Foreign Policy. 

Describe briefly the Morocco Crisis of 1905-6, 1908 and 

1911. 

Form an estimate of Delcasse's services to France. 

Review the problem of Franco-German tension in Morocco. 
Show how far were the international relations *&***&}& 
H 1 (D.U. 19Jt>/ 


1. 


2 . 
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THE GERMAN EMPIRE (1871—1914) 


With the complete rout of France in 1871 and the incorporation o 
the southern states into the Northern union, the declaration of th< 
German Empire under the Prussian emperor was made and the worl 
of the unification of Germany was completed. The credit of all thi: 
- goes to the German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck. Germany was i 
dominant power in Europe from 1871 to 1914. Bismarck’s important 
enhanced enviably in the international sphere and he dominated the 
European politics upto 1890. German capital became the centre oi 
European political activity. After the war of 1871, Bismarck tried tc 
change his martial policy into a policy of peace so that he might be 
able to consolidate the German power and could make her strong 
and powerful empire. 

Home and Foreign Policy of Bismarck 


Q. 1. Give an account of the Home and Foreiga Policy ol 
Bismarck from 1371 to 1890 A.D. (V. Important; 

Or 


W 

Form an estimate of Bismarck’s work and achievements for the 
consolidation of Germany daring the period extending from 1871 tc 
1890 A.D. 


Or 


What do yon understand by Kaltar Kampf ? Why was Bismarck 
obliged to abandon it 7 (4.U. 1959} 

Or 

Describe briefly the. controversy between the church and the state 
after the establishment of the German Empire. 

Or 

What were the alms of Bismarck’s foreign policy after 1870 ? How 
far was he successful in achieving hb alma ? (D.U. 1961) 


Ans. Home Policy of Bismarck, 1871 to 1890— After 1871, the 
main objective of Bismarck’s policy was to consolidate the German 
power and to win for Germany a position of strength, eminence and 
glory in the European comity of nations. 
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(1) New Constitution— The German empire was established on 
18th January, 1871. A Federal constitution *as adopted. It consisted ot 
25 states Pru sia v as the largest and the most important state among 
them War, peace and foreign policy etc. were the central subjects.- 
The state governments were given many powers regarding local and 
internal matters. Prussian emperor was made the head of the empire. 
He had verv vast powers. He directed the foreign policy. He also 
made the appointment of the Chancellor. He had the power to 
declare the war and peace ard also to make alliances and treaties He 
had the power to call or to adjourn the assembly, and to dissolve the 
1 ewer House or the Reichstag on the recommendation of the Upper 
House or the Bundesrath. He was the commander of the army and 
the navy. The Reichstag had no control over his policies. 

The emperor appointed the Federal Chancellor from the Upper 
House to assist him. The Chancellor was responsible to the Emperor 
and not to the legislature. He had many ministers to assist him in his 
work and they headed the different departments of the government. 
The executive p >wers were vested in the Emperor and the Chancel, 
lor. Ketelbey has remarked—' "There was a representative and not 
a responsib'e government .’ ’ 

Legislature — The legislature consisted of two houses viz. ths Upper 
House (Bundesrath) and" the Lower House (Reichstag) The Upper 
House consisted of the representatives of the princes of Germany 
and they acted according to the instructions given by their respective 
governments. They were 60 in all. Their main functions were to 
enact acts, to accept the resolutions passed by the Lower H mse, 
budget-formation, to levy taxes, to amend the constitution and to 
issue ordinances. The Upper House or the Bundesrath had many 
executive, legislative and judicial powers. All its proceedings were 
kept secret. The Lower House had 39 7 members elected by manhood 
suffrage. Its powers were much less than those of the Upper House. 
It was an advisory body of Germany and had some rights to frame 
laws for the country. It had verv little real power as the real power 
was mainly vested in the Upper House. 

There was a lack of responsible government in Germany and the 
legislature had no control over the executive. In this regard, Hazen 
observes— 

“The Bundesrath was in reality an assembly of the sovereigns of 
Germany In reality , the Reichstag was little more than an advisory 

bo ly .. •• The King of Prussia was very nearly an absolute monarch . 

Ministerial responsibility to parliament existed neither in Prussia nor in 
the empire .” 

Indeed, it was singularly to Bismarck’s credit to have established 
his supremacy over the parliament. 

• 2) Work of Reconstruction ^ The influence of the Prussian emperor 
was always an eye-sore to the princes of other states. Hence, Bismarck 
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unttertook many works of reconstruction to establish unity by removing 
their differences so as to consolidate the Empire A Federal>1,® 
was established in 1877. Uniform legal procedure was7mroduced by 
repealing a variety of local legal systems. A new common coinage and 
-educational system was instituted. An Imperial Bank was sef up "n 
1873. The railways post and telegraph were brought under the 
control of the central government. Many parts of the empire were 

C T e n, I y > a,l K and K r0ad * ThuS * Bis ^k established economy 
•and social unity by these measures. He introduced compulsory 

military service for the whole of empire and greatly reform* i 
military system of the empire. P g y retormid 

(3) Bismarck and Non-Germans—Many non-German nationali¬ 
ties were living in Germany. There were about 35 lakh Poles in rh * 
eastern parts. 1| lakh Danes in Schleswig and 18 lakh French in 
Alsace-Lorraine. They were against the united Germany and" the 
German emperor. Bismarck tried to Germanise them by force and 

n H f, "p ,° ma r e r % part ° f the German ^pire. This polices 
called Policy of forced Germanisation". Those nationalities a way 

opposed this policy of Bismarck and remained dissatisfied with u 
Robertson has said in this context— in l * 

“In this direction. Bismarck's policy proved an utter failure and evr 
kept the fan oj opposition active and alive.'* J na ei " r 

(4) Kultur Kampf—The conflict between th** 

and the Catholics is known by the name of Kultur Kamof or <. t e r mP "i e 
for civilization This conflict is an important event o P /Bl m S f 6 

^sfoHt :™ S C ° nfl,Ct ~ ° f >^°'ogies There were rn^ny 5 

- a aasts sraxftssar 

regarded Pope as their leader. " a " 0,u/ part * Slnce “'ey 

(ii) Bismarck wanted to consoliiatz the position of p 
and Chancellor and also to enhance their importance ‘ , E ' npsror 
this end. he had to challenge the CathoLc chumh and 3Cb ' eVe 
tional prevalent over there, which created difficulties for him™’ 

(in) Bismarck wanted to make Germanv a ^ 

on the basis of liberalism and na.ionalism, a wasneeellfl P ° W , :r 
it a secular state in order to unite the different states ’ r y ( o make 
The Catholics opposed these efforts of Bismarck. S f German y- 

(/v) The Prussian state , which had supreme office in .he r- 
empire, was a Protestant one. She had defeated theCathoft.* German 

of France and Austria. It naturally turned .he ™ “ untr,es 
against the German empire. y the G ^ rman Catholics 

(?) Catholics were against the unification of Italy a, if , 
deprive Pope of its temporal powers there Rni R fCrT , 0 u a , as 
said that his government woulJ not vtinA clearly 

(Thus, it) wasX“s^of theTreSu/”aJ,d ZZS'!°? an ,■ Wli,y ' 
that the Catholics were against theGeraan'empt^^'^^ 3 ' Sentiments 
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(v/) The Papal decree of 1870 declared Pope to be the head of all) 
religious and other matters and it was a sin to oppose his religious and 
other orders. This is known as ‘ Infallibility Decree \ Bismarck was 
its staunch opponent as he thought the Papal influence to be fatal; 
for the secular state. He said, “/* is the infallibility of the Pope which 
threatens the state. He arrogates himself whatever secular rights he 

pleases . declares our laws null and void, levies taxes . in a word, no • 

one in Prussia is so powerful as this foreigner” 

(vjj) The German Catholics restored the temporal power of the 
Papacy and established a central party to safeguard the interests of 
the Catholic Church. Its branches were set up throughout the empire 
and 63 of its members were elected to the Lower House (Reichstag) 
in 1871 This group worked against the state. S j, Bismarck decided 
to bring an end to it. 

Work against the Church. Bismarck undertook numerous measures 
to counter the growing influence of the Church. The steps were as 
under : — 

(i) Le prohibited the priests, by a law, to debate on the politicaV 
subjects in the religious places. 

(if) The Jesuits were expelled from the country. 

(iii.) The members of the religious associations were debirredfrom 
the teaching work. Also the educational institutions came under tho 
authority of common men. 

(iv) The German ambassador from the Vatican was called back and 
all relations with the Vatican were severed with. 

(v) He passed some laws in 1873 which are known as ‘May 
Laws 9 Civil marriages were made compulsory by these laws. Three year 
university education was also made obligatory for the priests or the 
bishops. The priests or bishops were henceforth to be appointed by 
the state. Inspectors were appointed for all the Catholic educational' 
centres. 

As an instantaneous rebuff to all such mandatory decrees, the 
Pope declared these laws null and void and appealed to other Catholics 
to resist these. Condemning these, the Pope declared— 

“Bismarck is a fast friend of the Satan. 99 

Bismarck adopted the policy of suppression to implement these 
laws. It gave rise to a conflict between the state and the church. 
Bismarck punished the priests in many ways. They were fined heavily. 
The payment of financial assistance and salaries was stopped. Many 
of them were imprisoned and many more expelled from the country. 
Bismarck said about his policy of suppression — 

“/ hope to see the ship of the fools of the age wrecked on the rock of 
'he Christian church. 99 

Failure of his Policy. Bismarck’s policy towards the church failed 
ind there Were many reasons for its failure 
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Reichstag incteased^Uom > 6'i to i/wn tbc^fsh elec?' me “i bc . rs in the 
•opposed Bismarck’s policy of suppression. ?? tIOIls and ^ey greatly 

country by 'thlf^licy 8 "/ protectfoSfa^rade The°S' C t *"? p dition of hU 
supported this policy Bismarck wnntlf,L ™ Central Party strongly 
So, he had to ’give up his ‘l’^ r ^\ e Wanted their WP 0 " >" this respect. 

'to the sources ofinflicted a great loss 
internal struggle. 7 msmarck found it appropriate to end this 

the 1877 efectiom^elr^r 2 ^“?' Iht Party also Parted increasing [ Q 

Emperor and BilmaAk ound"a TerYo^ ‘° the , Re ' c ^' The 

joining of the Catholics with the S^iaHsu *? the em P ire in ‘he 

struggle. „ Socialists. So, he decided to stop this 

was more diplfmatiTaYd moderate 1 ^ ° f P ° pe Pius ,x in 1878. He 
attitude towards Bismarck. Merate and inclined to have conciliatory 


and withdrew many rkTion?'^° C ‘‘^ WIth ,he Ca,ho,i « 
Laws were allowed to lapse Up ? n them * Many ‘May 

unsuccessful in this 0 g$L of suppression was 

* Heads can be cut off hut tu~ j. 

‘te* rced by prison ~ 

lism ( startfd^creasingm‘Ihe Ge™Tn y by> the influence of socia- 
was out to destory the emptr^So L ?‘ P, J e B [ s “ a r<* thought that* 
its power. The labour class came mt °°^ ■ specia i measures to weaken 

industrial progress there, but ?h“y “re ^• S f. ence in Germany bv ,he 

lists were against the government 7 ^! a,ly backward. The Socia- 

were supporters of the natfonahm “„ P T !f m ^ nd niilitarism Tney 
labour welfare. They were of the “ie£ .5* mdu ««'e* as well as the 
build * po ltlcai anc * economic rights like oth^ at tlle iabourer s should get 
star,edW r neW $ ° Ciety 'he prin ci p£ ^ peo P ,e ' They wanted to 

in th^ n o rea f mg ‘he legislature and thL ' Sm Their influence 

in the Reichstag in the 7877 fi,*. they Were able to win 12 seats 

■SE5s=tsttsr b£5 a?* 

deeded to adopt a policy of repression h c,rcums£anc es, Bismarck 

'° D the other handfh e d mSduMd ^T^f towards ‘he Socialists and 

many reforms to improve the condi- 
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tions of the workmen. He introduced severe laws for the suppress.on 

of the Socialists *— * , 

• _ n/ * *ht» news-Dapers that advocated 

(;) The unions , meetings and the n PP 

the cause of socialism were banned. . 

<in The police were given special pavers to act agamst the 

SOC, («0 S Arransements were made to introduce martial law during 
an emergency and to besiege the towns. 

< W The Socialists were punished in many ways. About 900 
Socialists were deported and about 1500 imprisoned. 

jszxsl 

instituted a scheme of insurance against old age, s| ckness 

Th ' wanes of the labourers were increased and pension was intro 

duced for them. He declared his policy in the following words 

"Give the workman the right to employment as long ashe 
assure him care when he is sick and maintenance when he ,s old-then 
gentlemen ( Socialists) will sound their bird-call in vain. 

Bismarck wanted that , the workmen should take te state as the>r 
friend and not as their enemy. They should depend upon ,he state 
that the influence of the Socialists should have no effect on them. 

However, Bismarck could not succeed in the repression ^ Socialists 
The he e.pre.eed ,hem .he more 

himself had said— 

-But I have been faithful to this , the unification of Germ ny under 
the leadership of Prussia. Every thing else is accessary. 

rmnnmic Policv— Before the unification of Germany, Bismarck. 

KSS' 8 .™» SeSth^^K. Wyjs: 

»is isa~ saw s 

protected tariff policy. , 

'sxsrss&f: sst 
1 asrrssftan srssj" ssz* 
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-the GERMAN EMPIRE (1871-1914) 

w -» - - ”' 1 ‘ ,wh “ ,n! 

central government. Bismarck that 

It is dear from the not succeed in his 

” h “S by a is XI »d »o.k of ” d ” 

into a united and strong empire. 

.. t n'cmarrk_Until JK70, Bismack followed the 

Foreign Policy of Bism t A r t r 1370 he changed his policy 
policy Of war and 'blood and, mo ._ At J™. nmamnauon of 

gJEf.'SStiiS? cS,..»g 1m*** »» “» *“»'< < ‘ ,pl °- 

„«y R»»cll >'*' p„„,6..g o»J .0 *» « of 

mw- m »”“' »«o » r 

Bismarck’s foreign policy- balance of 

(i) Bismarck wanted to mmnWm and the 

^ « and make it a strong political 

P ° W («,) He wanref/ to transform Germany into a supreme peer in Europe. 

Famous historian Turner has said . » 

-He wanreJ to make Germany a saturated empire of Comment 
war keen to corner, Berlin into European capital. 

(,V) Bismarck wanted to "h” wanted to grind 

■ , france „ that she 
(V) Bismarck wanted diplomatic a ^ u f lio „ and recover 

ffilf-rhS “This policy of Bismarck is known 

38 imperialist and wanted the territoria 1 expansion of 

his country. He himsdf said about his foreign policy 

"The Foreign Policy of German Empire since 1870 has been 
•maintenance of peace and the prevention of anti-German coa i 10 

Russia by helping her against the Polish Revolt in • Austria 

Austria at Sadowa in 186b. But his He Invited the 

after thU defeat paved way for rapprochement. He mvi eu 
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Austrian emperor to visit Berlin and accorded him a warm welcome 
during this visit. The Czar of Russia was also present there at that 
time. In 1872 Dreikaiserbund or Three Emperor’s League was formed 
by the Emperors of Germany, Austria and Russia. There was no 
written treaty in it. Bismarck formed this league to isolate France 
diplomatically.--^* 

Dual-Alliance between Austria and Germany— The Sultan of 
Turkey had promised to treat his Christian subjects better according to 
the Treaty of Paris, 1856. But the Sultan perpetrated atrocities on the 
Christians in the revolts of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1875. Russia 
helped the revolutionaries against the Sultan and defeated him. Sultan 
was compelled to sign the Treaty of San Stefaco. Russia gained many 
facilities in the Black Sea. This created a state giving rise to the 
possibilities of war between England and Russia. But the possibilities 
of war soon disappeared and a Congress of the European powers 
was held at Berlin under the chairmanship of Bismarck in 1878. 
In this Congress, Bismarck greatly took side with England. So, Russia 
got enraged and withdrew from the League of Three Emperors in lb79. 
Dr. Gooch has said— 

"The outstanding result of the Congress of Berlin in the realm of high 
politics was the estrangement of Russia from Germany 

Bismarck drew towards Austria on the dissolution of this League 
and entered into an alliance with Austria on the question of the Balkan 
crisis in 1879. It provided for the mutual military assistance incase 
Russia or any other power attacked either of these countries. 

• 

(4) Triple Alliance— France and Italy wanted to occupy Tunis in 
North Africa At the outset, Bismarck instigated both of them to do it. 
France occupied Tunis ia 1881. Bismarck took advantage of this enmity 
between Italy and France. He formed the Triple Alliance by bringing 
Itlay into the fold of the Dual Alliance of Germany and Austria. So 
these three countries agreed to help one another at the time of attack. 
Triple Alliance was'sa great success of Bismarck. Asa result of it, 
Europe was divided in'to two hostile groups later on. It has been said 

of this alliance — 

* 

“The Triple Alliance was essentially defensive in character and was 
primarily intended to preserve the peace of Europe .” 

(5) Reinsurance Treaty with Russia in 1887— Bismarck made his 
position strong after the Triple Alliance but he wanted to restore friendly 
relations with Russia because he was afraid of Russia joining hands with 
France. Under these circumstances, Bismarck made a secret alliance 
with Russia in 1887 which is known as Reinsurance Treaty. It was 
decided that if either of the two was attacked by a third power then 5 6 * * 9 
the other would remain neutral. 

(6) Bismarck and England- Bismarck maintained friendly rela¬ 

tions with England. He did not want to lose England’s sympathy. 

He would say “ There is no reason for a war between the land rat and 

the water rat" 
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hus, it was by sheer dint of his astute diplomacy that Bismarck 
England follow the policy of splendid isolation with no interference 
5 European politics. On the other hand, he tried to compete 
England in increasing his naval force and the colonial empire. 

7) Foundation of Colonial Empire—In the beginning, Bismarck 
ot think about the foundation of the colonial empire as he wanted 
* st strengthen the German empire and also did not want to create 
ty with other countries by competing with them in colonial 
nsion. But, later on, he changed this policy and paid attention 
e set-up of colonies in other countries. He said— 

“To this day, I am not a colonies man and I entertain the grayest 
ehension on the subject. I was compelled to decide upon yielding to 
general demand of the nation .” 

There were many reasons for this :—(i) Germany was making a 
id industrial progress. So she needed markets for raw materials. 
fertson has rightly remarked in this context — 

“Commercial and industrial interests created a veritable hot-house 
nosphere for the culture of colonial idea." 

(ii) The increasing population of the country made it necessary to 
t up colonies. 

(iii ) The Christian missionaries wanted to spread their religion in 
her countries. 

(iv) German patriots wanted to enhance the country’s prestige 
nd honour in the international sphere by setting up colonial empire. 

A German colonial union was established in 1882 to achieve 
his aim. A large colonial empire was established in Africa by its efforts, 
t included Kameroon, Togoland, German South West Africa, German 
East Africa and some parts of New Guinea. 

Criticism—Bismarck was a high ranking politician of his times. 
He had the capacity to understand a situation and to act accordingly. 
He followed the policy of peace after 1871 to strengthen the German 
empire and to safeguard it against the foreign attacks. In order to 
maintain the status-quo and the balance of power in Europe he 
followed the policy of ‘Divide and Rule* by isolating France diploma¬ 
tically. To achieve this end he left no st me unturned to create 
mutual differences among various countries. He adopted the system 
of alliances and achieved Russian neutrality against anv attack. He 
gained help from Italy against France. He formed the Triple Alliance 
against the possible alliance of Russia and Fraace. He kept his 
diplomacy above the European politics. It has been said — “He was 
the only man who could juggle with five balls of which at least two were 
in the air. 9 * 

Bismarck maintained the international peace by his policy. The 
chief aim of his foreign policy was to strengthen the German empire 
and the diplomatic isolation of France. Grant and Temperley have said 
““A general survey of Bismarckian Policy between 1870 and 1890 
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shows that it was primarily inspired by the idea of Ln^nd' 

isolated and enabling Germany to develop her new possessions and 

her enormous resources undisturbed.*’ . ^ 

His fall, however, resulted in the ending of this intricate policy of 

alliances because William II could not follow it properly and so the 

Some critics are of the opinion that Bismarck gave rise to dissent, 
hatred, mutual conflicts and mistrust by his policies. His alliances 
led to counter-alliances by his enemies and corrupted the European 
political sphere with the result that there were mutual differences ana 
bitterness. His policy of alliance divided Europe into> two groups 
which was the main cause of. the First World War of 1914 in which 


Germany was defeated u„i\A- r 

Even then it cannot be denied that Bismarck was the builder 

of Germany. He reformed the internal state of Germany by creating 
international peace and raised her to a strong and dominant power. 
He made her a supreme power in the world and raised her international 

prestige. Hazen has said about his success— 

' Thus was created a combination of powers which dominated Central 
Europe from the Baltic to the Mediterranean and which rested on a 
mii tary force of over two million men. At its head stood Germany. Europe 
en*. ered upon a period of German leadership in international affairs. 

Fall of Bismarck —After the death of William I his son Frederick. 

Ill succeeded him as the emperor 
of Germany. He ruled from 9th. 
March, 1888 to .15th June, 18S& 
and then his son William II became 
the emperor after him. He was- 
far-sighted, self-willed and greatly 
impulsive. He wanted to rule as a 
dictator and did not like any inter~ 
ference from Bismarck. Sharp diff¬ 
erences came up between the two as 
regards the Home and Foreign policies. 
Colonial expansion and Socialist move¬ 
ment. So the emperor compelled 
Bismarck to resign from his post 
1890 . Thus, the pilot who had 
steered the ship through so many 
storms and so many shoals was 
dropped. Bismarck remained loyal 
to the emperor even after has re¬ 
signation. In 189b, this great states¬ 
man breathed his last. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Bismarck’s Home Policy. His 
main objective was to consolidate me 
German empire. 
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II 


» 

» . 

| New Constitution.—Tbe establishment of the German empire in 1871' 
g 25 states ; Federal constitution. 

Prussian king was to be tbe emperor of empire. He bad unlimited 
legislative powers vested in the emperor as well as the chancellor or the 
nister. 

-ncellor and council of ministers were responsible to the Emperor and not 
* 'Mature. 

ere were two Houses of the Legislature. Bundesrath and Reichstag ; 
ith had more powers ; no responsible government in Germany. 

Works of Reconstruction—Introduction of uniform laws and currency to 
ite the empire ; foundation of Imperial Bank ; central control over post 
i and railways etc ; compulsory military training. 

Non-Germans—Germanisation could not be successful due to the non-- 
[» such as Poles. Danes, French etc. 

Kultur Kampf—The struggle between the State and the Catholics is known 
ur Kampf i Bismarck did not succeed in it also and had to compromise with 
trch. 

5) Bismarck and the Socialists—Bismarck was the supporter of the protect- 
licy and the opponent of Socialism (2) Supporter of nationalisation of 
dustries and welfare of the labourers. (3) Passed many laws to suppress 

sialists. (4) He introduced many reforms to get support from the labourers, 
ismarck s failure. 

(6) Economic Policy—He collected large amounts for tbe country by his 
/ of Protection, helped the industries am agriculture and improved the 
omic condition of the country. 


, Foreign Policy of Bismarck. Policy of peace in place of policy of ‘blood 
ron and to have 'riendly alliances with European countries. 

(I) Objectives. (/) To establish Status-quo and Balance of power (//) To 

; Germany (Hi) To make Germany a supreme power in Europe (iv) To create 
idly relations with other countries (v) To isolate France diplomatically (vl) 
ansion of the colonial empire. 

(2K Three Emperors’ League—Austria, Germany and Russia. 

(3 )v_J>ua I-Alliance of Germany and Austria in 1879. 

(4)vJTriple Aljiance of Germany, Austria and Italy in 1881. 

(Sj^J^einsurance Treaty with Russia. 

(6) Bismarck’s relations with England. 

(7; Colonial expansion in Africa. 


Bismarck’s alliances divided Europe into two groups ; created 

atmosphere for First World War ; united Germany and made it a supreme 

cr # 


Fall —Compelled to resign in 
irences. 


1890 by William II because of their mutual 


. Kaiser William II (1888-1918) 

Q. 2. Give a brief accoont of Home and Foreign Policy of Kaiser 


lliam II. 


Or 


What do you know about the Foreign Policy of Kaiser William 
of Germany ? lo what extent did his policy affect the out-break of 
First World War ? (p.u. 1964, 65) 
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Aos After the death of William I, his son Frederick III ascended 
the throne of Gern^ny on March 9, 1888. He was very weak and 
always remained sick. He died on June 15, 1888. 

William’s Accession and Fall of Bismarck- After the death of 
Frederick III, his son William II ascended the throne of Germany. 
He was 29 years old at\that time. He had an active mind, capably 
for hard work, far-sightledness and high sense of duty He took great 
interest in politics, religion and military affairs He had a firm belief 
in the Theory cf Divine Rights of Kings. He believed in the king s will 
as being the supreme law of the land. 

Though he possessed so many qualities, yet he was self-willed, 
impressionable, impulsive and egoistic. He did not believe in demo¬ 
cracy and the rights of people. 

William wanted to become the real ruler of the country^ and to 
govern it in his own way. So, he could not tolerate Bismarck s inter- 
ference. He took Bismarck as a hurdle in his way. He would say— 

“Whether the Hohenzollem dynasty or the Bismarck's dynasty should 
rule was the question 

There were many reasons for his differences with Bismarck (1.) 
They differed as regards the Foreign policy. Bismarck was in favour 
of having friendly relations with England and Russia but William was 
against it. (2) Bismarck wanted to expand the colonial empire 
without any conflict with England, William was against this weak 
policy. (3) Both of them were aeainst the Socialists but their methods 
to uproot their power were different. Bismarck wanted to repress 
them with hard laws, whereas William did not want it. (4) William 
issued an order bv which the ministers could see him direct and discuss 
the matters with him. They did not require to bring the Chancellor 
in it. This order was a great blow to Bismarck’s power. He could 
not bear it and had to resign in 1890. William remarked on this 
occasion — 

“Germany was too smill to hold two such self-willed aristocrats ". 

2. Home Policy of William II 

(1) William II and Socialism — Bismarck made many repressive legis¬ 
lations against the Socialists and many Socialists were punished heavily. 
William was also against the Socialists like Bismarck but he was not 
in favour of adopting hard repressive measures against them. William 
warned to kill them with kindness. 

He abolished the repressive legislations but he could not succeed 
in ending their influence. The Socialists became agg essive day by 
day. They did not care for the laws. They began challenging th£- 
state policy for the establishment of democracy against monarchy. 
Their party gained majority in the Reichstag in the 1913 elections and 
the\ introduced a motion of no-confidence against the Emperor and 
his advisory body. But the beginning of the First World War nullified 
their attempts. 
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(2) Economic Progress William II paid special attention towards 
rmproving the economic condition of the country. He made speCal 
efforts for the .mprovement of trade and industry. He increased The 
production of iron and coal with view to the progress of the industries 
The production of coal increased from 70 million tons to 20 , million to n ; 
an* the production of ,ron from 5 million tons to 15 million tons dur¬ 
ing his reign. Many factories were set up in Germany. The increase 
in the production of steel became seven times and Germany became 
the top most nation among the steel producing countries. The chemical 
industry also made a lot of progress. The industrial devdopmen 
reached its Zenith and all types of things began to be produced in 

This industrial development rendered a great help to the trade of 
the country. The exports increased and things produced in the factories • 
of Germany were now sold in different countries. 


The agricultural department was set up for the agricultural 
progress of the country. The arrangements were made to provide better 
seeds, implements and manures to. the farmers. This resulted in bett-r 

production. 

(3) Navy-By increasing the German army, Bismarck made it 
supreme in Europe and thereby established his o.vn influence The 
increasing trade and the colonial empire needed a powerful navy for 
protection. Realizing this, William paid special attention to the deve 
lopihent of the navy. He was of the view, "World poster and sea- 
power are complementary ; the one cannot exist without the other ” He 
was also of the view — "Our future hes on the water." 

Germany prepared 5 big ships and 17 small ships in the be^inam" 
By and by. she prepared big warships and organised the navy ve-v 
quickly. The Kiel canal was also widened. William II s'aid— 7 

"Germany must possess a fleet of such strength that a war against 

mightiest naval power would endanger the supremacy of that power" 

B'/ this policy of naval expansion, William created enmity with 
England and she was compelled to talu; part in the First World War 
which proved fatal for Germany. 

(4) Various Chancellors of William //—After the fall of Bismarck 
William started ruling according to his whims and despotically too’ 
In reality, he was his own chancellor Even then, he appointed four 
chancellors who were titular only and acted according to his desires 

Caprivi —After the fall of Bismarck, Caprivi acted as the Chancellor 

1890 to 1694. He abolished many strict laws against the 
socialists. He was in favour of having friendly relations with England 
He exchanged Zanzibar for Heligoland with England. During this 
period, the alliance between Russia and France matured. He mide 
many trade pacts with number of countries of Europe. This in- 
:reased his opposition and he was compelled to resign in 1894. 




14 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 


Hohenlohe—HohenXoYie remained at this post .from 1894 to 1900. 
During this period, German trade progressed greatly and Germany 
became a world power. Many Germans migrated to Brazil and 
German trade flourished greatly in Africa. William visited 
Constantinople and created friendly relations with Tu r key. Berlin- 
'Baghdad railway also opened during this period. Thismade France 
and England, the enemies of Germany. Special attention was pakr to 
the naval forces and the fleet, because William used to say— 

“The ocean is essential to Germany's greatness.” 

Von Bulow — After Hohenlohe’s resignation. Von Bulow worked 
upto 1909 on this post. He introduced heavy protective duties on the 
imports which improved Germany’s economic condition. He also in- 
increased Germany’s mili ary power. He tried to extend a friend’y 
hand to England but he could not succeed in doing so. Conversely, 
England entered into an alliance with France which is known as the 
‘Entente Cordiale’. During his period the First and Second Morocco 
Crisis took place in which Germany achieved nothing u ut France greatly 
increased her influence. So, the Emperor dismissed Von Bulow from 
his office. 

Bethmann Hullweg —Bethmann worked as chancellor from 1909 
co 1917 after the fall of Bulow. Third Morocco Crisis took place in 
1911 during his period. This problem was solved peacefully. France 
and Germany entered into an alliance in 1911. A special position of 
Prance was accepted over Morocco and in exchange, Germany got Ane 
lakh sq. miles area of French Congo. r 

Foreign Policy of William II —William’s foreign policy was 
completely different from that of Bismarck. Bismarck wanted to 
main'.ain status quo and isolate France diplomatically and create 
friendly alliances with other countries. But William II adopted the 
policy of ‘ Welt Politik' (world politics). He wanted to increase the 
naval force of Germany and expand her colonial empire. William 
II, greatly ambitious and egoistical as he was, wanted to win for 
Germany a world eminence, grandeur and glory. He used to say — 

“ The waves beat powerfully at our national gates and call us a great 
nation to maintain our place in the world , in other words to follow world 
policy. ” 

HAL. Fisher has said in this context — “William II of Germany 
bade good-/. , i? to conciliatory policy of Bismarck and adopted a policy 
oj Wo, lJ Politics.” 

(1) Diplomatic Relations with different countries —William wan4?4— J 
to strengthen alliance with Austria at the cost of Russia. He sided 
with Austria in the Balkan crisis. He also wanted to increase his 
influence in Turkey. He gave hnancial assistance in the construction 
of the Jlerhn-Baghdad railway. Thus, he made Russia his opponent. As 
a result of it, Russia arid France entered into Dual Alliance in 1891. 
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(2) William II and England— The basis of Bismarck’s foreign 
policy was to have friendly relations with England. So, he did not 
enter into competition with England in increasing his naval forces 
and expanding his colonial empire. He appointed Herbert (his son) 
as an ambassador in England and accomplished the marriage of William 
Vs son, Fredrick with Queen Victoria’s daughter. This brought both 
-the countries nearer to each dther. 

In the beginning, William showed friendly gestures towards England 
and he got Heligoland from England in exchange of Zanzibar. In 
1890, Prince of Wales visited Germany and in 1891 William visited 
England. But it was William’s desire to make Germany a world power 
which antagonised Britain. Dr. Gooch has said— 

“The sky began to darken in 1894 and Anglo-German relations were 
jtever to regain the confidence and intimacy of the opening years of the 
reign of William II .” 

Firstly , William helped Italy financially for the construction of the 

Berlin-Baghdad railway. England could not tolerate it as it created 

a danger to her Asian colonies. Again, the African situation made 

-the circumstances more serious and it increased their enmity. England 

wanted to capture Transvaal. In 1885, Kruger, the President of 

Transvaal, asked for German help against England trom Bismarck, 

which he refused. In 1895, the English attacked Transvaal but they 

were defeated. William sent a telegram congratulating Kruger on 

his victory against the English 1 . This created a great conflict between 

the two countries. 2 In 1892, Salisbury said in this context — 

» 

“ The raid was a folly , but the telegram was even more foolish .” 

Secondly , In 1901, Wi liam went to England at the time of Queen 
Victoria’s death. Germany promised England that she would help her 
against China and Russia. Chamberlain made efforts to have an alliance 
with Germany. Even then both the countries could not come near each 

other. Getting disappointed, Chamberlain said — 

# 

I 

“If the people in Berlin are short-sighted , there is no help". 

Thirdly , competition was going on among Germany and England 
jn increasing their naval power. Germany constructed many warships 
and started widening the Kiel Canal. William II wanted to over-pjwer 
the English naval power. But England was not ready to accept her 
defeat. That is why it has been said — 


1. “I heartily congratulate you on the fact that you and your people without 
appealing to the aid Of friendly powers have succeeded in your unaided effort- in 
restoring peace and preserving the independence of the country against the armed 
band* wnich broke into-your land.** —(William II) 

2 The Morning Post wrote. “The nation will never forget this telegram 
«nd it will always bear it in mind in the future orientation of its policy ’* 
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“Unfortunately the peace of Europe , however , without actually- 
building a rtavy powerful enough to challenge Great Britain on the seas, 
Kaiser bv his speeches and by his various navy b'lls had by 1914 succeeded 
in thoroughly alarming and antagonizing the British in whose opinion 
control of the seas was a matter of national existence .” 

England entered into Dual Entente with France in 1904 due 
to William’s imperialistic policy. In 1907, France, Russia and England 
entered into the Triple Entente. Germany had already made Triple Alli¬ 
ance with Austria and Italy. So Europe was divided into two hostile 
groups. 

(3) Expansion of Colonial Empire — William was impulsive and an 
imperialist. He made great efforts for colonial expansion. He used 
to say— 

"Germans should have a place under the sun." 

He wanted to have his colonies in other countries for the national 
honour and industrial and commercial progress. German Chancellor 
Hohenlohe said while throwing light on his policy — 

*'Support of our colonial possession is a command of a national 
honour and manifestation of our national prestige." 

When William received Heligoland in East Africa in place of 
Zanzibar from the English, he had said in this context : — 

“ Without a battle , without the shedding of tear , this beautiful island 
has passed into my possession .” 

He sided with Chtna against Japan, in alliance with Russia and 
France, in the Sino-Japanese war. But two missionaries were killed 
in China. William got Kiachao from China as a compensation. He 
got the Ulpolu and Sevai islands from America. He also got Caroline,. 
Pelon and Marinus islands by lending financial help to Spain against 
America. in 1911, he got some parts of French Congo by accepting 

^ j 0C J 0rate , ,n Morocco The policy of colonial expansion 
ot William added to the number of his enemies. That is why it has 
been said— J 


“She incurred the increased hostility of Great Britain, the suspi 
con of France and tnd,gnat ion of the rising Far-Eastern power Japan 

C, ^r fr °"? 5. b , e ,,. above mentioned things that extreme am 

and armv of Cer m ° f W,lllam > his desire to increase the naval fore 
raise Germanv to v , ,g< ^ rous c °lonial policy and his ambition t< 

two Brou^s rh ^ , ,u° f WOr ' d P° wcr > divided the world int< 

defeated P The Ail^ i , he Flrst World War ^ which William wa 

b ” “ i '“ b s ° “>»«• 


POINTS 


William II. After the death of William I, his sen Frederick ruled from k o 
imto June 15. 1888 and after that Frederick's son WilMl re^S fto 

Theory of Kin™ ambitioOS and sc,f - wi,,cd and believed in the Divine Right 

(2) He wanted to be an autocrat. 

(3) He understood Bismarck as a hurdle in his path. 

(4) Bismarck was compelled to resign in 1890. 

Home Policy. (I) Opponent of socialism, however, did not want to u<e repressive 
measures against them like Bismarck; allowed anti-socialist laws to lapse -the 
Socialists gained strength. F * 

( 2 ) To reform the economic condition of the country, agriculture, trade and 

■ iiuubirics • 

(3) Consolidation of the naval power to make Germany a world power. 

tt u T ^?o£ han ™ ,ors of hi * ,imes were weak—Caprivi (1890—1894) 

^ BUlOW (,90 °- 1909 > and Bcthmana Holiweg 

poncf! po!S'ofwiu% S oir t ik i ^ erialiS,iC P °' iCy i0 PlaCB ° f B ' SmirCk,i 

A ♦ (1 ^ £ 1 }}™ CC W J} h Austria at the cost of Russian friendship; supported 
Austria in Balkan problem ; increased influence in Turkey. P 

(2) Good relations with England in the beginning; deterioration in the 
relations by and by ; Berlm-Baghdad railways ; Telegram to Kruger ; Enmity witn 
England due to increase in the Naval expansion; Division of Europe into two 
groups as a result of his policy and the outbreak of First World War in j m which 
proved fatal for William and the German Empire. 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


9 . 


University and other Important Questions 

Describe the Home Policy of Bismarck from 1871 AD- 
1890 A.D. 

How and to what extent was Bismarck successful in suppre¬ 
ssing the growth of Socialism ? 

‘‘Bismarck's reform thoroughly reconstructed and reorganised 
the German Empire.” Discuss. 

‘Th e sound constructive statesmanship of Bismarck is beyond 
all doubt and discussion.” Elucidate. 

What do you mean by Kultur Kampf ? Why Bismarck was 
obliged to abandon it 7 (£) 1957 ^ 

^J S th .V ci * n ° f Ka i ser William 11 called an epoch-making 
period in the history of Germany ? 

‘‘Kaiser William II followed an ambitious foreign policy and 
it inaugurated a new era in Welt Politik.” Explain. 

anl^Vn^r* 0 Alliance of 18?8 AD. between Germany 

oolicv in ti» a ^ was its influence on German foreign 

policy in the subsequent period ? 

°A Alliances ^ Erectly at the pre- 
servauon 01 peace. Discuss. (D.U. 1965) 
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10. “Bismarck’s system of Alliances was precarious and was 

likely to disappear with him.” Discuss. (D.U. 1966, 72) 

11. How far did Bismarck’s foreign policy between 1870 and 1890 

justify his claim to be an advocate of Peace 7 
J (D. U. 1966) 

12. It is difficult to over-estimate the achievements of the German 
people during the 20 years of Bismarckian peace. Elucidate. 

.. (P.U. 1967) 

13. Critically examine Bismarck’s methods and achievements as 
an architect of Germany. 

14. “I am a fanatic for peace”. How tar did Bismarck’s foreign 
policy between 1870 A.D. to 1890 A.D. justify bis statement 7 

(D.U. 1969) 

15. “So gigantic has been his success, so transcendental and 

brilliant his achievements that for sometime to his contem¬ 
poraries and to the later generations he appeared not-only 
a great diplomat or statesman or a successful national builder, 
but the greatest historical figure of his times.” (Turner). 
Discuss the .above statement with reference to the personality 
and achievements of Bismarck. (A. U. 1967) 

16. “From 1871 to 1890 Bismarck was the arbiter of European 
, Politics, and Bismarck as Chancellor of the new German 

Empire wanted peace.” (Ketelbey) Explain (Delhi B.A. 1970) 

17. Attempt a critical estimate of the foreign policy of Bismarck. 

(Delhi B. A 1970) 

18. Discuss Bismarck's Policy towards the problem of Socialism 
in Germany. Would you regard his policy in this respect a 
success or failure ? Give reasons in support of your answer. 

(Pb. M.A. 1971) 

19. Critically examine Bismarck’s methods and achievements as 

architect of Germany. (Pb. B.A. 1971) 

20. Examine Bismarck’s Policy towards the Socialist movement in 
Germany and account for his failure in checking its growth. 

(Puujab M.A. 1972) 

22. In what important respects did German Foreign Policy change 
after 1890 A.D. ? (Punjab M. A.-1972) 



RUSSIA, 1881 A.D. TO 1914 A.D. 




From 1881 to 1914, the Russian history is usually characterised 
a History of the rise and fall in Russia. The Communist views of K 
Marx spread rapidly there and they provoked revolutionary movemen 
The defeat of Russia in 1904*05 in Russo-Japanese War brought 
revolution against the Czarist gavernment in 1905. It resulted in t 
«stablhhment of Parliament which was the representative of the peoj 
in the real sense of the term. The autocrat government of the C; 
was, however, replaced in 1917 by the Government of the Work 
Glass. 

Alexander in (1881-1894) 

Q. 1. Give a brief account of the reign of Alexander HI 
Russia. 

Ans. In 1881, the Nihilists assassinated Alexander II by hurli 
bombs at him. After his death, his son Alexander III ascended I 
throne of Russia. He was a brave, bold and strong fellow. He v 
.-greatly resolute and self-willed but he lacked sense of culture a 
•tenderness. A staunch opponent of liberalism, Alexander III u 
greatly orthodox as also honest and hard-working. 

1. Reactionary Policy of Alexander III—Alexander III w 
unliberal and reactionary. He was orthodox and an autocrat anc 
-staunch opponent of reformation, liberalism and socialism. He believ 
only in the principle of “One Czar , one Russia and one Church Thai 
why it has been said- 

“Three things—maintenance of autocracy , Russification , and . 
Industrial Revolution in Russia are the great landmarks of the reign 
Alexander III." 

He was a supporter of autocracy and a staunch opponent 
democratic form of government. In his views— 

“Democracy was a shame employed by the wealthy to hide th 
•control of the government ; a free press meant the free dissemination 
lies and calumnies}religious toleration meant division in church c 
•rebellion in the states? - 
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He followed the policy of ‘cold storage’ Le. a reactionary and 
thodox policy. 

(1) He left no stone unturned to suppress the revolutionary- 
coloey . The Nihilists and the revolutionaries were punished severely, 
iousands of them were imprisioned and thousands were banished 
the cold regions of Siberia. 

(2) Many restrictions were imposed on the press , newspapers,. 
itch and writing. 

(3) The education under the church was made compulsory for all, 

2 children. Primary education was completely put under the control! 
the church. Children were prohibited from attending the democratic 

titutions. 

(4) A strict vigilance was imposed on the schools , universities •,. 
idents and teachers and it was made compulsory for them to follow 

j government rules and regulations. So, restrictions were also- 
posed on intellectual progress. 

(5) The police were entrusted with special powers to suppress the 
?rals and the forces of liberalism. 

(6) Alexander III adopted the policy of centralsation by curtailing. 
: powers of the local bodies. Those persons, who were faithful to 
ar, were appointed to the high posts. 

2. Policy of Russification—The Finns, the Germans, the Danes, 

: Poles, the Jews etc , lived in a great number in Russia. Alexander 
npelled them to lead their life in the Russian manner. This policy of 
Czar is known as “r/ie policy of Russification .” He was in favour ot 
i language, one religion and one culture in Russia. 

“ One Russia , one creed , one Czar was to him a living motto. 

He applied the Russian laws and Russian language in Finland, 
and and other states under Russia. Russian language and code 
;an to be used in the trade and commerce of the country. The 
ssian religion was forced upon these parts. The property of the- 
man Catholic monasteries and the churches was confiscated. 

He adopted a very strict policy towards the Jews. They were- 
jected to cruel treatment. They were deprived of their political 
its. They did not have any rights in the elections to the Dumas in 
cities. The Jews could not pursue their education in their own. 
nner. They were not allowed to go out of some towns of Western 
>sia. Besides, they were not allowed to purchase any property or to- 
lertake any business and trade. They were also debarred from 
ing any jobs. Their houses were set on fire and their property was 
:ed largely. There was no protection provided to them. The Jews 
ered heavily at the hands of the government. Many of the Jews 
e executed and many others banished from the country. Because of 

cruel policy of the government, many Jews left for America andi 

er countries. Thus, his ruthlessness soon won Alexander notoriety,, 
red and defamation. 
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AlexMdcr^mle^fr^iW 8 ^?8 K f A,cxander n . his s. 

reactionary, self-willed and wUlbenl. * H brave ' honcst and hardworking b 

creed, °.ne^Sr*^S\is* > ^ato'”p^inc^pic Cr ‘° ne Rossia . 01 

Repression of the revoluiionaries and th^ dead,y a « ain st democracy , 

speech and newspapers • (W) ; <*> Restrictions on pres 

the church ; (/v) A close eye J?§5E£ t^cV^ UtiW uadcr thc coatroi • 

powers of the police ;(v/;the y policy of cwtiS^ion^ mstItutiOQS i ( v > Speci 


Danes, Poles and of the Finns. German 

svsrsa ■s™-**, ^fiftps^ijsfisr,“as 

• ■>' im •- ■^.tea gta . gg at!- — • <■ 


Nicholas II and the Russian Revolution of 1905 A. D. 



Nicholas II. Q ' 2 ' Briefly descr,be the main events of the reign of Czar 

^ {Important) 

Whj^dHji^JJj^? Causes of the Russian 



of 1905 A. D. ? 
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ti Ads. 1. Nicholas’ Reactionary Policy— After the -death of 
zander 111, bis son Nicholas II became the Czar of Russia. He 
zned from 1894 to 1917 and was the last Czar of Russia. A man of 
r itradictions, Nicholas II was self-willed, whimsical as also gifted 
% not too strong a heart. Imbued with mysticism and fatalism, he 
\ bv and large a hen-pecked husband. Evidently under the profound 
uence of Czarina, his wife, Nicholas II hardly ever ventured any 
i'poriant decision without consulting her as also her teacher Rasputin. 

When he ascended the throne, the masses believed that he 

would- leave the reactionary 
policy of his father but their hopes 
were belied. Nicholas, like his 
father, was reactionary and • a 
follower of Russification and re¬ 
pression. He started ruling auto¬ 
cratically. An army of spies was 
employed throughout the country 
and the police was given special 
powers to deal with the revolu¬ 
tionaries. Nobody was secure 
against execution, imprisonment, 
arrest and exile. Hazcn writes— 
"The government was not one 
of law but of the arbitrary power. 
Its instruments were a numerous 
and corrupt body of state officials- 
and a ruthless active police 

As regards the Jews and the 
other nor.-Russian people living, 
in Russia, he came down very 
Nicholas II heavily upon them. 

5 

t Russian language and the conventionalism were given impetus, 
e Polish Catholics were not treated well and their church was not 
,ired. The Russian language was enforced upon them and their 
ititutions were Russificated. The Finnish constitution was abrogated, 
e Russian law was enforced upon Finland and Russian officers were' 
[pointed there. He tried to take away their freedom lo repress 
ieralism and reformation by adopting this policy of oppression and 
locracy. 

2. Industrial Progress—Count Witte worked as the Finance 
Minister for ten years during the reign of Nicholas. A remarkable 
ogress was made in the sphere of trade and industries by his able 
'idance. Factories were set up at many places. A net work of 
ilways was set up throughout the country. The financial resources of 
b country made a great progress. The workers, the labourers and the 
Formists gained momentum and they started spreading revolutionary 
ials against him which proved fatal for the Czar and brought about 
; fall in 1917. 
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3. War between China and Japan— Korea was under the rule of 
China. In 1894, Japan captured Korea for the safety of her commercial 
and imperial interests. Thus, the Sino-Japanese War broke out in which 
Japan defeated China and occupied Korea. Both signed a treaty under 
the pressure of Russia, France and Germany. China got back Korea 
and Japan gained Formosa according to this treaty. In 1898, China 
handed over the harbour of Port Arthur to Russia and allowed her to 
extend the Trans-Siberian railway from Manchuria to Port Arthur. 

_ 0 m • 

4. Russo-Japanese War—In 1904-5, the Ru^so-Japanese War 
broke out. {For the detailed study of this; consult the ne.vnfuestion). 

5. Russian Revolution of 1905—Following were the causes of the 
Russian Revolution of 1905 : — 

(1) Autocratic Rule of the Czar— Czar Nicholas II of Russia was an 
autocratic ruler. He believed in the Divine Rights of Kings. The 18 
million Russians did not have any right. The Czar used to say that no 
institution or social power could challenge his rights. 

“As it was God who bestowed upon us our power of autocratic rule , 
it is before his altar that we shall answer for the destinies of the Russian 
State .” —(Nicholas II) 

The masses did not have any say in the goverment and were dis¬ 
pleased with his autocratic rule. Hence they wanted to do away with it. 

(2) Reactionary Policy of the Czar— When Nicholas II became the 
Czar of Russia, the people hoped that he would follow a policy of re¬ 
forms. But he proved to be an opponent of liberalism and reforms like 
his father. He made the following declaration while sitting on the 
throne— 

“I want to preserve the principles of autocracy as unwaveringly as my 
late father of imperishable memory did." (Nicholas II) 

Nicholas II followed the policy of reaction according to this declara¬ 
tion. He set-up a net-work of spies in the country and the police was 
given special rights to control the public. He imposed restrictions on 
the press, speech, newspapers etc. The books on liberalism were confis¬ 
cated. A strict eye was kept on the educational institutions, students 
and teachers. He committed many atrocities on the people. Nobody 
could escape the arrest, exile and execution in his autocratic rule. 
People hated him for this policy and his subjects turned against his 
rule. 

• 

0) Ineffic’ent Administration— The administration had become in¬ 
efficient. Only privileged persons were appointed to the administrative 
jobs because they were thought to be loyal to the state. Asa matter of 
fact, such persons were useless, selfish, cheat and cunning. The measure 
of their services was their loyality to the Czar. BeingaTiotprious band of 
royal stooges, they did not care for the welfare of the masses and treated 
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them cruelly. Red-tapism and bribery was tl e order of the day.* That 
is why it has been said — 

“Russian officialdom was notoriously corrupt , bribery was almost 
universal , reaching from cabinet ministers to the lowest clerk” 

In fact, what has been said of France on the eve of Revolution, 
could be safely applied to the prevalent state of affairs in Russia during 
Nicholas* reign : “no one was so exalted that he was safe from the 
ill-will of a minister t or so insignificant that he might not incur that of 
a clerk.” The people as a matter of fact, were sick of the governmental 
cruelties and were prepared to end this inefficient administration. 

(4) Social Causes— The Russian society was not based on the 
principle of equality The society had many disparities in it. The 
landlords and the upper classes possessed many privileges. They pre¬ 
dominated the political sphere. The masses, in fact, a large part of 
the society, were without any say. They had become sick of this dis¬ 
similarity and wanted to change such a society. 

(5) Influence of the Church—The church was also a supporter of 
the orthodox ideals. Masses were illiterate and offered blind adherence 
to the past traditions. The clericalism dominated them. The church 
was also a supporter of the autocratic rule of the Czar and was against 
the rights of the masses. 

(6) Undue influence of Czarina and Rasputin —Nicholas II v/as a 
weak ruler being greatly influenced by his wife and her teacher Rasputin. 
Rasputin was clever, cunning and a cheat. The Czar consulted him 
in all important matters and in framing his policies. Rasputin was 
also responsible to a great extent for the Czar’s policy of repression. 
People wanted to bring an end to his policy. 

(7) The Czar's Policy of Russification — Germans, Danes, Poles, 
Finns and Jews lived in Russia. They all wanted to spread their own 
languages and cultures in Russia and wanted to progress freely. But 
the Czar was interested in their Russification. The main principle of his 
rule was “ One Czar , one creed , one Russia”. He wanted that only the 
Russian culture should flourish in Russia. He declared Russian as the 
national language of the country, fts use was made compulsory in all 
states, institutions and libraries. The use of Russian code was made 
compulsory in the trade and commerce of the country. The Russian 
church was thrust upon all the people. The Jews, in particular, suffered 
great atrocities. When the revolutionaries opposed this policy of the 
Czar, the foreigners and the Jews also joined them. 

(8) Various Political Parties in Russia —Many parties, which 
wanted the end of the rule of Czar, were formed in Russia at this time. 
The Liberals and the Communists were the main among these parties. 

These parties came into being due to the changed social and economic 
conditions. 
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favour of establfsWngTh^ right*type onlovem* U }^ Ta \ Party was ^ 
was the supporter of Parliament^ fom of S ,D the countr y- It 
the formation of the Parliament*^ Government. It wanted 

cabinet should be responsible to the iLJr 0 baS,S of adu,t franchise ; the 
people should be slfegualded kTt'ZT a ” d ,he of the 

*• (capitalists, land-lords and the middle class * ® he sup P ort of the 

wanted to^tabHsTalocTalist system*on theTaSs of ‘he ^ boure . rs - r ‘ 

Working cZT'tSs pa^wLs^fthe^vTew‘that b 1 ^“ l^b °” ,be 
-themselves set-up the socialist wtem tha L the Iabour ers would 

for the privileged class. The Socialist leade^Plekhanovs^d- D ° P ‘ aCe 

,class, ^othenvise °i‘ t M .« * •/ -*** 

Later on, this party was divided into two groups 

-was Si sup^t MenSh ' Viks - The group 
rebellion wXr a h s „ " 8 0 „ e by means ®f armed 

-government. d ° ne Was the s “PP<>rter of the legal 

(iii) Communist Revolutionary Party —This nartv oiao •« r 
•of ending the Czar’s rule hv * i*- 1D1S P*rty was in favour 

♦ the farmers an“ the voun^ -- r ' V ° lut,on ** had the support of 
revolution could prove^uofessful wit^o? S f’ a ih Its, !' OD 8 , y held that no 

These people were^nown as Ni Jili'ts ‘ he he ' P ° f ,he fariners - 

1 904 9) R^s^was^defeaTed Tn^hls war^Peo W3r br ° ke ° Ut in 

Tn^ni!Ton Ver peop?i nD h n eld thf^auto^f 

ssrayr^-S“-sre jsji&sm 

peopfe^o^Jit agafn^th'^u? 6 war prompted the 

which startedthe ^v'omtior) 3111 !'^ 31 rLu °| d repressive rule of the Czar 

the cruel officials. The name of Plehve the V?" anes star ted murdering 

mentioning among them ^ ^ over nment agent, is worth 

sions were 8 ta ”n 0 g ut and the slogans o^^l t £ £ C 7 p,aC ^ pr —- 

Autocracy were raised every whe^e. S * P ^ W ° r ° nd Down with 
The revolutionaries also started loot and arson on all sides. 

i^OS^d^d.b^'Fa^erGlpor'Th^nrne SUDday > ,he 2 ° d Januar ^ 

royal palace in Petersburg to nn»c*«ir S pro f. e ? SIOn proceeded towards the 
fire on ic which resulted in P Z a pe,1 ? on ‘ But the troops opened 
.people. This Sunday* 1 because of This L°£ «f aSUa,ties . of th ^ innocent 
.Bloody Sunday. in the Russian Hiltorv aUgbter ’ ,s kn ? wn as tbe 
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strikes occurred in many cities now. The pollcy or rep ^ ^ ^ 

= oSs f ^° Tht&X 

C£ d c£L 

also assassinated. He used to say quite often People wan 

The army and the naval forces also started joining 

the revolutionaries. There prevailed genera Czar tried to 

throughout the country. The bombs were used openly. Czar tnea 

suppress it with force but he remained unsuccessful. 

End of the Revolution-Finding the delation 

Nicho.'as granted some rights to the P eopl ^ ™u^ t t 8 he Czar would 

in August. 1905. (!. An assurance was a 1wHh rel g.ou S freedem 

adopt a policy of religious tolerance towards all withi religi 

assured to all. (2) An assurance was given not to dcto myjiu be 

from his civic rights on the basis of religion. ( ) freedom 

punished without trial. (4) All nationalities would have fre ^ 

regarding language and culture (5) Balance . . Pobevdono- 

not to be realised. (6) He dismissed the cruel - treatv with her. 
steff. (7) The war with Japan was ended by making a treaty 

This declaration of Czar established peace for some time and he 

gave many assurances to the public by .making - 4 

October 30, 1905 — 

(O Public was given freedom of speech, conscience and as- 
sociation. 

(2) Duma or the National Assembly would be established in t e-* 
country which would be formed by adult franchise. 

(3) Duma would have the powers to frame laws and to implement 
them. 

(4) People would ha\e 
servants. 

(5) Finns would have the right of local administration. 

This declaration of the Czar checked the progress of the revojutioru 
It ended the unrest among the people but th-s peace did no p 
permanent. 


the right to control the government 


Three Dumas or The National Assemblies 

(1) First Duma -The elections to the First Duma were held 
in 1906 and its meeting was called in May 1906. Duma asked i 
pardoning the political prisoners which was accepted partially, 
addition to this. Duma demanded an end to the Martial law and t 
make the ministry responsible to it but the Czar did not accept the 

demands and dissolved it. 
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a,so ?rL%^fSnSSSf responsible 5 ^ «»7. ft 

among ,he two on this point and thfs Dum! wL’also dLoS' ” MeA 

its session was called^ November 18 7*07 h< M °r Iir ? ited franchise and 

* conservative, reactionary and supports 2f tL°r' tS “? mbers were 
dissolved in 1912, * Pponers of the Czar. It was also 

its o£d£th f for e c F eriaTn e an‘*ire^r° ,U * IO “ ~ T ^ e 1905 Evolution died 
under 3m apparent reasons. Some of these were as 

different nl^onaUdes^ived^Ru^fnH^h revoluti “ n f ieS - People of 
arsons them Thev did nor nr and tbere was lack of nationalism 
mutual difTerences^roved^elpful'to 1 th e , Czar. eVOlUI1 ° n ^ 

and (here wTs no'cenS among Tbtm. ,hCm 

the revolutfon 1 wfth “he he^oTt'he^soIdkrs. ““ hC WaS abte l ° su PP ress 

Austria allo °s howe d* their"^ ,0/ from France - Germany and 

suppression of the re V o lu t I on PeraUVe a, “ tUde to the Czar in th * 

• U has been said ab °ut the failure of this revolution- 

years, oppon'fnts ‘o/thffUtocmtit'Te'fflf if f ' and *° succeeding 

for Russia a liberal Parliamentary 

/» C ■“ ( L?^^fe S Ufe erVe w "For from 1907 , reaction had 
had given place to a listless depression 1 " exulta,i ° n °f ** reformers 

achieve'ufaims'm embUsh^" ^ Russian , —'u.ion of 1905 failed to 
autocratic governmco? but ,t had'' ’ 3 ' government by ending the 

Duma was established as a result nf i ,m P°^ tance ,n the history. 

towards the parliamentary form ^ til,s revo * ut,on and it was a step 

set-back to a^to"^ 3 ^°o terS'Tfcl I 1 , 83 "? V rc, ‘ 

tlmcnkussua 6 n °* -ntinue for a longer 

and a, a result Of t the r/Jd-, b na “ ona J and revolut.onary forces 
Revolution of 1917. 5cA 0 p/r ohas 5 ^-" ^ RUSS,a by ,be 8 reat 

oicnt'^By}^,,: n teVeTfmcoT‘orT e .V ^ ”** ° ^Jia- 

foil oj autocracy.. .. The Revolution of^mS^A £“* "* T°7‘ dOW "' 
step in people's edumtinn it .. ; ° d l /t)D A*D. was the first great 

long regarded os the special gift of^God ™* autocrac >' ^\ch they hadt 
selfish .” special glJt of God was essentially brutal anal 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Nicholas n (1894-1917). (1) A weak personality, reactionary, conservative and 

lupporter of Russification like his father ; 

(2) Industrial progress ; 

(3) War betwesn China and Japan ; 

(4) Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 A.D. 

Russian Revolution of 1905-Causes. (I) Autocratic rule of Czar, 

(2) Reactionary Policy; 

(3) Inefficient Administration ; 

(4) Social causes ; 

(5) Influence of the Church ; 

(6) Undue influence of Czarina ^nd Rasputin ; 

(7) Czar’s policy of Russification ; 

(8) Various political parties in Russia ; 

(9) Immediate cause—war with Japan. 

Events. (1) Defeat in the war with Japan and revolt against the autocratic rule . 

(2) Murder of the cruel officials : 

(3) procession led by Gapon and the Bloody Sunday ; 

(4* Strikes in towns, murder of the landlords, loot and arson ; 4 

(5) Murder of Czar’s uocle ; 

(6) An all-round unrest and lawlessness. 

End of the Revolution. (1) End of the revolution by the declaration of 1905, J 

(2) An assurance to grant rights to the people of the October 1905 decla 
'ation. 

(3) Calling of three national assemblies or the Dumas. 

Causes of Failure—(1) Lack of unity among the revolutionaries ; 

(2) Lack of able leadership ; 

(3) Support of the army to Czar ; 

(4) Czar’s help by France, Austria and Germany. 

Results^ 1) A step towards constitutional government by calling the Duma ; 

(2) Moral downfall of autocracy ; 

(3) To give rise to the national and revolutionary forces and making grounds 
or the Revolution of 1917. 

Russo-Japanese War, 1904-5 A.D. 

Q. 3. What were the causes and results of the Russo-Japanese 
War of 1904-5 A.D. Account for the defeat of Russia. 

° r 

“The Russo-Japanese War bad momentous effects not only in Ru *? l £ 
and Japan, but also in China, nay, in the entire Europe.” Examine this 

tbservation critically. 
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, , ^ os ‘ ^ ,uscs of tbe Russo-Japanese War_ a „ . . 

between Russia and Japan in 1904 Tte war £7* . 3r broke out 

from no where. There were some reati™ ,J? d i, n0t c J ° me ab °ut as if 

two countries towards an arSed conflict^The g ^ ua, . , >' drove ‘he 
precipitated the hostilities : — Ct ’ The fo,lowin g reasons 


;f: lr ™lo»tol.«mpi re . Russia also did no, Z bSiS*S“-” f 

this aspect m view, she took nart in th* rv:rJ oenind. Keeping 

War. But she remained unsuccessful in EuropSr her defeL^and^" 
desired to increase her influence in the east and to establish he? n ! 
empire. Japan was not ready to accept the increase of The R, 
influence in the east as it was harmful to her own interests Russ,a ‘>- 


(2) Desire to have control over Ice-free Ports— Th** nnn u 
coast of Russia remained frozen throughout the year andwas not 
navigable. It was a great set-back to the Russian trade Wh en she 

failed to increase her territorial limits in EuroDe she trieH t^ ? en . e 
the Pacific coast so that she might have such pom which would 3ptUle 
open throughout the year and increase her trade Jaom, nril'T'" 
the increase of Russian influence in the Pacific ocean was E 
to her commercial interests and the expansion of her markets^ 


“ — --— 

, Problen > of Liao Tung Peninsula — Liao Tung Peninsula was 

*hfihf TroT tr i Ch- Japan . but sbe was IO surrender it to Russia in 1895 

much fjr , y H r S mODOSky - Fran « and Germany both pressed he? 
much for it and Japan was not so powerful as to oppose them Jaoan 

now wanted to take back Liao Tung Peninsula for which Russia wa^ 
not ready. So the conflict was but natural. Kussia was 

, Trea 'y between Japan and England- Russia wanted to increase 

her influence by interfering in the internal affairs of China and tried 

Fnpt"^^ 8l | hC f h< H rP° si - ion - in Koreii - Japan could not tolerate u 
Pnf « ? ?° und Russian influence in the East as harmful. In 1902 

England and Japan entered into a treaty foi the safeguard of their 

common interests. It was decided that England would remain neuTra 

iri,» akS °“ t t b r“ Russia and J a P a n and if any oTer countrv 
helped Russia then England would help Japan. It strengthened the 
international position of Japan. »trengtnened the 

(5) Problem of Korea- After the war between China and Ja D an 
Russia accepted Japanese right over Korea but the Russians had siamd 
cutting the wood in the forests near the Yalu nv/r in J d 
Also, the Russian army startei advancing towards the river *Thefe 
^movements of Russia were against the treaty between toe two countries 
Japan sent a note of strong protest but Russia did not care a b t for 
that and rejected the offer to solve the problem by peaceful m?an? 

1 bus, it increased the enmity between the two countries P f s ' 
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(6) Problem of Manchuria— Russian protection to Manchuria was 
accepted in 1895. She got the harbour of Port Arthur on lease for 
25 years In addition to this, Russia was allowed by China to construct 
the y Trans-Siberian railway through Manchuria upto Vladivostok- 
Russia also established its military cantonment m Manchuria. She 
fortified Port Arthur so that she could easily capture Korea^ She also 
set-uD a military base in Port Arthur. England, Japan and America 
opposed these actions of Russia in Manchuria. Because of their 
opposition, Russia entered into an alliance with China in l O^nd gave 
a word to withdraw from Manchuria when peace was established. But 
later on, she placed this demand before China that she would withdraw 
from Manchuria if China gave her special facilities. But China rejected 
this demand on the support of America, England and Japan. So the 
Russo-Japanese relations deteriorated further. 


(7) Japanese Efforts for Treaty -It is clear from the above men¬ 
tioned things that there was a clash of interests between Russia and 
Japan in Liao Tung Peninsula, Korea and Manchuria. Japan tried to 
solve these problems by negotiations. She was ready to solve the 
common problems with Russia in Manchuria and Korea. Japan made 
this offer that if Russia accepted Japan’s right over Korea, then Japan 
would recognise the Russian right over Manchuria. Both these countries 
did not compromise and they decided to settle it by force. 

2 Events of War—When beth the countries could not solve their 
mutual problems then Japan called back her ambassador from Russia 
and made a declaration of war on February 5, 1904 This war was 
fought from February 19C4 to September 1905. 


If was fought both on land and sea. The Japanese Admiral Togo 
gave a crushing defeat to the Russian fleet at Port Arthur and after that 
he besieged Port Arthur. He was able to capture Port Arthur after nine 
months. After 1 that, the Japanese forces started advancing towards 
the Liao Tung Peninsula after crossing Korea. The Japanese forces 
gave a crushing defeat to the Russian forces at Liao-Yang and Sha-ho 
near the Yalo river. After that, the Japanese army advanced towards 
Mukden, the capital of Manchuria A tierce battle was fought at 
Mukden between the two armies and Japan defeated Russia after 
fighting for four days. About 1,20,000 soldiers were killed on both the 
sides. Russia vacated Mukden after this defeat. 


The Czar of Russia sent the Russian fleet in the Baltic Sea to 
capture Port Arthur. Admiral Togo defetted it at Tsushima. The 
battles of Mukden and Tsushima proved ;o b : decisive and consequently 
Japan emerged out victorious. 

3. Treaty of Portsmouth—The war endfed in 1905 with the Treaty 
of Portsmouth by the efforts of the American President Roosevelt. The 
following were the terms of this treaty : — 


RUSSIA, 1881 A.D. TO *914 A.D. 3] 

* 

(1) Japan got Port Arthur and Liao Tung Peninsula. 

(2) Russia recognised the Japanese rights in Korea. 

(?) Japan also got the Southern half of Sakhalin island. 

^ (4) Manchuria was divided into two parts. Russia gained the 

■northern part and Japan got the southern part. 

4. Causes of the Russian Defeat—Following were the causes of 
Russian deFeat and the Japanese victory in this war :— 

(1) The European powers sympathised with Japan in this war and 
they sided with Japan because the increase of the Russian influence 
in the East was a great danger to them. 

(2) Japan got the assurance of England's neutrality by signing a 
treaty with her. This factor added to her strength. 

(3) The battle-field was nearer to Japan than Russia. So it was 
•difficult for Russia to send her forces and the war material to such a 
-distance. 

(4) The autocratic and reactionary policy of the Czar gave rise 
-to a revolt in Russia which spread unrest and lawlessness throughout 
the country. This greatly harmed Czar’s position as he could not 
get the help and assistance of the Russian people. On the other hand 
the Japanese people helped their government whole-heartedly. 

(5) The differences came up between China and Russia on the 
problem of Manchuria and Russia also could not get any help from 
China. 

5. Results of the War—The Russo-Japanese war is an important 
evenr of history as it not only affected Russia and Japan but almost all 
-the countries of the East and the West. Its results were vital and 
far reaching. It has been rightly remarked — 

“ Russia's ambitions were checked in the East, China wnr given a wave 
■of regeneration and Japan showed a spirit of unpara lied growth." 

<1) Effects on Japan—Japan, a small country of the East, 
increased her international prestige by defeating a great and powerful 
country of the world. Her influence was established in the Far East 
and she joined the ranks of the most powerful nations of the world. 
■She got. a golden chance to expand her empire, to increase her trade 
and interfere in the .internal affairs of China. She got control over 
Formosa, Sakhalin and Korea in 1910. Benns has remarked — 

Clearly the Japanese had administered a definite check to Russian 
expansion in the Far East. They had furthermore demonstrated not 
only to Czar but to Wo* Id at large that a new. great power had appeared 
which must the re-after be considered in dealing with affairs, in that pari 
of the globe." 
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Hazen has also said, "Japan, thus stood forth as the dominant 
power of the East” 

(2) Effects on Russia— Defeat from a small country set a 
creat blow to the international prestige of Russia. Her weakness was 
exposed before the whole of the world. It administered a definite 
check to Russian expansion in the East. The internal condition ot 
Russia was unsteady and the public stepped up the struggle for the 
establishment of the constitutional set-up. People put * hc responsi¬ 
bility on Czar for this defeat. The Russian Revolution of 1905 failed 
but it greatly stirred up the revolutionary feelings and set a basis tor 
the Revolution of 1917 which brought about the Czar’s fall. Ketelbey 
has remarked — 

“This war checked definitely the Czar once again to the Balkan and 
Near Eastern affairs. At home, it precipitated the internal revolution in 
Russia that had been brewing for a long time” 

(3) Effects on China — This war gave rise to a new light and a 
desire for reform in China. The Chinese had it in their mind that it is 
difficult to progress without adopting the western civilization* Many 
schools were opened to educate the public. Many Chinese ittidents 
were sent to Europe and America to get education on th# western 
lines. Japanese officers were appointed to train the Chinese soldiers 
on the western lines. Industrial progress took place as a result of 
the setting-up of many factories. Many social and political reforms 
were carried out. Political re-organisation also started. As a result, 
the Revolution of 19)2 took place and the emperor was forced to 
leave his throne. It brought an end to the Manchu dynasty and a 
republic was set-up there. 

( 4 ) Effects on Asia — As a result of this war, the national move¬ 
ment all over the world gained impetus. If a small nation like Japan 
can defeat a powerful nation like Russia, the Indians thought that it 
was not difficult for them to get themselves freed from the English. It 
stirred up the national movement in India which got her freedom in 
1 947. Ceylon, Burma and Indonesia etc. got ready to get their 
freedom. Fisher has rightly remarked — 

“ The victory of Japan became the eye-opener to the eastern nations , 
especially to China and India , to rise, organise and over-throw the western 

yoke ” 

(5) Effects on Europe— Germany tried to have an alliance with 
Russia ana France but she remained unsuccessful. Now, Russia was 
inclined towards England and both of these countries signed a treaty 
in 1907. 

This war gave a great blow to the Russian power. Austria 
started its interference in the Balkans taking advantage of the weakness 
of Russia and captured Bosenia and Herzegovina. So, Russia had to- 
take part in the Eastern Question and this very fact proved to be the.- 
immediate cause of the First World War. 


RUSSIA, 1881 A.D. TO 1914 A.D. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Russo-Japanese War ( 1904 — 1905 ) 

1. Causes: (1) Russian imperialism; 

(2) Russia’s desire to have control over the free p^rts ; 

(3) The problem of Liao Tung Peninsula ; 

(4) Treaty between Japan and England ; 

(5) Problem of Korea ; 

( 6 ) Problem of Manchuria : 

(7) Japanese Efforts for Treaty. 

2. Events:—(1) Japanese Admiral Togo defeated the Russian 
Arthur ; 


fleet 


in Por 


(2) Russia’s defeat at Liao Yang and Sha-ho ; 

(3) The defeat of the Russia’s army at Mukden ; 

(4) Togo destroyed the Russian fleet at Tsushima. 

3. Treaty of Portsn,outh:-The war ended with the Treaty of Portsmouth. 

(1) Japan’s control over Port Arthur and Liao Tung. 

(2) Recognition of Japan’s rights in Korea ; 

(3) Japan’s control over Sakhalin ; 

(4) Division of Manchuria. * 

4. Causes of Russian Defeat: (1J . European powers took the side of Japan 

S! thT T T 5 be '* eea ED8 ' aDd aDd JaPa ° for mutual help ; 

(3) The battle-fie! I was away from Russia ; 

(4) Revolt in Russia and no public support to Czar ; 

(5) China also did not help Russia. : 


5. Results of the War :-This war was of great international importance. 

(1) Effects on Japan-Increase in the prestige^ power and empire of Japan. 

(2) Effects on Russia—A set-back to the « 

of military power ; check on expansion of Empire in the Ea« rCStl8 ° 1 WeakDei 
Czar’s fall. empire in the East: internal unrest 


(3) Effects on China-Political and social 
western education ; organisation of the army on 
dynasty and establishment of the Republic. 


reforms in China; spread of 
western * lines ; End of Manchu 


- r-r—— - - 

. on Europe-Treaty between England and Ruasia in 1907- m 

Austria s efforts to interfere in the States 1907 * 
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1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 


University «nd Other Important Questions 

Give a brief account of the main events of the reign of 
Alexander III. 

Describe the chief events of the reign of Nicholas II. 

‘•Nicholas was in no case less reactionary than his father”. 

Discuss. „ . 

“The Russo-Japanese War of 1905 A.D. was preanant with 

momentous consequences \ Discuss. 

“In Russia, in Japan, in China and in „ Europe .as.well, the 
Russo-Japanese War produced its effects . Elucidate. 

Describe the causes and results of the Russ °“ Jil ^ A dn 1 e T se 1 ^ 7 r v 
of 1904-05 A.D. ^ A U * iyo ' } 

Discuss the causes, course and results of the 
War. }*' ■ 1 ’ 

Explain how Russo-Japanese war (1904 - 1905) indUg “ ra , t Q^^ 
new era in European history. A. 197z> 
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times and she'had large J£?To^E Dati ° n ancient 

the centre of Papal activity and rhr!J P t , f Eur °pe. Rome was 

the empire of Italy in Central P^ ’ 3 " rel,glon ' Ba ‘ after a time 
disintegrating. Italy was divided 8 ° £ W ^. akened and started 

under the control of foreign l e ‘ .TIU'Tq'V 5 ' 3 ' 05 whieh ««ne 

1870, Italy was united into om state al a , h , 19lh . cen,ur V. in about 
patriots like Mazzini Garibaldi ate as a r ? su t of the efforts of the 
goal was achieved b^pulbc co ’peraZ' bln X' Ct ° r E T 3 " Uei - 

faced many problems and this work of unifirit ^ 6 uniI ® d and free Italy 
incomplete without the wlutlon of t hew W £i U d haVe rema| ned 
continued and Italy was abfo to solve m Problems. The efforts 

Ketelbey observes in thfs ^ard ‘^,7 ul pTO r b '^f' C.D.M. 

S fts ' z 

to face KjSWT? bad 

Or 

How did Italy establish herself as a great power ? 

leted1S S i87i r ° b A II,S ! ,ef ! >re Iu| y- The unification of Italy was com¬ 
mon ul 1 * £ united empire was established in I lay but there were 

Emmann 0 ! 5 K m n her which deserved '^mediate solution. Victor 

Fnf, sa,d -“^ *"* ”T, de ,aly ' we shaU h ™ '* 

work If " P !° vincial, ' s ™ - Italy became a free nation by 1870. The 

still k the “horl at, ° n e & i estab ! ished b y ‘be vote of public but there was 
unity. h age of the s P ,r,tual unity to supplement the outward 

was It SP T °f. Provincialism was still prevalent there, and there 
and thl„ f nat,onallsm Italy. People were divided politically 
had different 6 8re f d ‘ fference % araon S the state governments They 
states werl L. 13 3 c d ®f ODdfl JP : back-grounds. People of different 
!■gainst each other. That is why it has been said — 

divided cnThi?!' y *** obt r a ‘ ned to ° suddenly by people for centuries 
d hetrogenous. Liberty was rather given as a gift than won 
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by the efforts of the people, and nationality did not find equal echo in, 

the popular consciousness.” 

, a sr..s:t l 5‘fiSSs £• . p “£ 

sfli -Ksrsr a-asar. ts 

theCatholics It gave rise to unrest and anger among them. It 

SSS. for both the^nmal and the W™ 1 ^ 

; : r e as P ih C e e pope w e as n” read m y to see "he end of his authority He 
gfS recbgnfsed ^e^ ^sSET £^1^ 

the Vatican He issued an order to the Catholics forbidding th.m ta 
take pSn the “cl activities, to vote at the elections to th* 

Parliament and to hold office under the Italian government 

This hostile attitude of Pope proved to be a great obstacle in the 

work of national reconstruction as. Italy could not get the services of 

those able Catholics because they refused to co-operate with the 

government under instructions from the Pope. .. 

g (3) Probkin of Ncrrth and South Italy- There existed a wide 

disDarity in '-Italy between the north and the south as regards the 

economic development. North was industrially developedandthere 

was a greater number of cities in comparison to the south. People 
were very progressive and prosperous in this part. There were 
many labour problems in this part. Comparatively the number of 
towns in the south was much less and also it was lagging behind 
industrially. Agriculture was the main occupation in this part and the 
condition of this occupation was also backward. There were manjr 
underground parties working in this part and it created a bad influence 
over people. There was lack of education and people were backward. 
Thus wide disparity existed between the two parts as regards- 
economic, political and social development. It was very necessary 

to do away with this disparity. . . 

(4) Economic Problem— Agriculture and industries were back¬ 
ward in Italy People were poor and their standard of living was 
not too high Government spent a lot on the construction of railways, 
bridges roads etc. She had to raise huge loans in order to effect 
all-round progressive plans and programmes. It had a deficit financing 
every year and many taxes were levied to combat debts. This further 
deteriorated the financial condition of country and it added to 
the public unrest every day. The Socialists took advantage of the 
situation and started propagating their own ideology. There started 
riots all over the country. Emperor Humbert was murdered in 1900' 

in these riots. 



37 


ITALY AFTER 1870 A.'D. 

(5) Political Problem— The parliamentary government was set up 
in Italy after the unification of Italy but the political parties could not 
prosper there in the real sense. Various political parties had a narrow 
out-look. They neglected the national interests and preference was 
given to the party affiliations as well as provincialism. The political 
•state of affairs was corrupt and the political life . had declined. In the 
beginning, the franchise was limited and the fight to vote was vested 
only with those who owned property and were educated. 

(6) Problem of Emigration —The economic condition of the 
country deteriorated every day and the people were suppressed under 
the weight of taxes. Population increased rapidly but the industrial 
■development was not k eeping pace with it. It resulted in the increase 
of unrest among the labourer* and the farmers. So a large number of 
Italians emigrated to North and .South America. It resulted in the 
shortage of man-power in Italy. 

2. Solution of the Problems—Italy had to face many problems 
after its unification in 1870. Steps were taken to solve these problems 
and gradually Italy became a prosperous nation by 1914. ' 

(1) New Constitution—The new constitution was < introduced in 

Italy after its unification. It had following characteristics : — 

• $ 

(/.) Parliamentary government was established in Italy where 
the Emperor was only a nominal head but he held a hereditary status. 

After the death of Victor Emmanuel, his son Humbert succeeded him 

and atier Humbert, his son Victor Emmanuel III ascended the throne 
of Italy. 

T») There was a cabinet to assist the Emperor. The Emperor 

would appoint the ministers but.they were responsible to the national 

assembly. So, there was a parliamentary government modelled after 
England. 

{ill) Italian Parliament consisted of two houses—Senate and 
Legislative Assembly. Senate had 385 members who were nominated 
by the enpcror foi life. 

Legislative Assembly comprised of 508 members and they were 
elected by the people for a period of 5 years. 

(/v) Parliament had the right to make laws and levy taxes. 

(v) In the beginning, the franchise was limited and only educated 
* , < PI?P ert y.^°l c i ers bad the right to vote* Some rights were changed 
in I o82 elections and adult franchise was adopted in 1912. 

(v/) Many fundamental rights were given to people by this 
constitution and all the citizens were equal in status in the eyes of 
the law. 

. (2) Solution of the Religious Problem—It has been explained above 

tnat the unification of Italy and setting-up of Rome as the capital gave 



. 38 SWAN BISTORY OP MODERN EUROPE 

• * > 

• 

a great set-back to the statu* and rights of Pope. He did not recognise 
• the new empire and the new emperor, and declared himself to be a 
i ‘prisoner’ in the Vatican. He ordered the Catholics neither to vote at 
elections nor to bold any office under the new government. At that 
i time, Pope Pius IX was the Pope in Rome. Government passed a law 
. i.e. ‘Law of Papal Guarantees’in 1871 to solve the religious problem 
, and to compromise with Pope. According to the ‘Law of Papal 
( Guarantees’ (1) Pope’s sovereign right was accepted over the 
, Vatican. Lateran Palace and its lands and the Castle Gandolfo. No 
( government official could interfere in their management. (2) Pope was 
l given the right to correspond with the public and foreign countries. (3) 

I Pope could send his ambassadors to other countries and receive foreign 
( ambassadors. (4) Government agreed to pay 30 lac Lires to Pope as 
I his pension. (5) Pope had the right to freely use railways, post and 
, telegraph etc. (6) Catholic religion was accepted as the state religion. 

I 

i However, Pope Pius IX refused to accept this Law and issued a 
i circular to the Catholics forbidding them to co-operate with the 
I government. But, the next Pope Pius X compromised with the 
government and repealed the previous circular. As a result of this, 

1 limited religious sentiments gave place to the national sentiments. 

i 

I (3) Educational Reforms— There was a small number of educated 
people in 1870. They formed only 30 percent of the population. Due 
to this lack of education in the country, it was difficult for the people 
to fulfil their political responsibilities. So government paid special 
attention to the spread of education in the country. Government 
under an official order, made the primary education compulsory. 
Schools were opened and the number of teachers was also greatly 
increased. It was decided to meet the expenses by local taxes. The 
night schools were opened for the education of the adults. It is said 
that 7.5% of the public was educated by 1914 in Italy. 

(4) Military Reforms—A. great army was organised to maintain 
internal peace as well as to win international prestige. Warships 
were built and most effective arrangements were made to collect the war 
material. Arrangements were made also for the training of the army 
recruits and a Military Academy was established in 1881 to impart 
training to the naval officials. 

(5) End of Provincialism— Though an empire in Italy was establish¬ 
ed in 1870 by uniting the different states, the spirit of provincialism was 
still existing in full swing. They lacked the spirit of nationalism. 
There remained the work of uniting the people of Italy as yet. 
That is why Victor Emmanuel said — “Political unity had been gained 
but not moral unity ; we have united Italy , now let us unite Italians' 

It was essential to enlighten people of different parts of Italy to 
achieve this object. Efforts were made to unite the people by 
expanding education, commerce, equal rights and by ending the spirit of 
provincialism. 
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(6) Economic Reforms —Many reforms were carried out in Italy 
during the reign of Victor Emmanuel. He was a clever and strong- 
willed emperor. He was very generous and hard working. Italy took 
great strides towards progress in the spheres of agriculture, industries 
and trade under his able stewardship. 

In 1877, the government made special efforts to ascertain the posi¬ 
tion of agriculture and to reform it. Thousands of acres of swamps 
were converted into cultivable land. Arrangements were made through 
the co-operative societies to provide good seeds and manure to the 
farmers. Banks were opened in the villages to help the farmers Arran¬ 
gements were made to hold exhibitions and model farms were establish¬ 
ed to acquaint the farmers with new methods of agriculture. Thus, all 
this combined to yield better produce. 

The government also gave impetus to industries. Many Italians 
left for foreign countries. There was shortage of labour, even then the 
government set-up many factories in the country. There was shortage 
of iron and codl in trie country. So arrangements were made to produce 
hydro-electricity../The cotton and woollen industries made a great 
progress. Milan became a great silk-producing centre. Italy started 
producing half of the total silk of the whole world. Factories were also 
set-tip for the construction of big ships. 

Trade also flourished greatly with the progress of agriculture and 
industries. Toe emigrants helped a great deal in this direction. It goes 
beyond any doubt that they were compelled to leave the country but 
they greatly used the manufactures of Italy. It led to the development 
of trade. Wheat, cotton and woollen cloth, fruit, wine, oils etc. were 
exported from Italy. By 1913, the volume of trade in Italy was three 
times than that of 1870. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Problems before Italy—Italy had to face many problems after its unification. 

(1) Provincialism stood in the way of national unity. 

(2) Religious Problem—Discord between the emperor and the Pope due to 
governmental taking-over of Rome. 

t 

(3) Problem of Northern and Southern Italy. 

(4) Economic Problem—Backwardness of industries, agriculture and trade. 
People were poor and had low standard of liviDg. 

(5) Political Problem. 

(6) Problem of Emigrants. 

2. Solution of the Problem—(1) Framing of new constitution and establish¬ 
ment of parliamentary government. 

(2) Unsuccessful attempts to reconcile with Pope by the Law of Guaran¬ 
tees : Religious problem was solved by the reconciliation of Pope Pius X in 1905. 
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(3) Educational Reforms—Schools were opened for the expansion of edu¬ 
cation especially Primary education. 

(4) Military Reforms—Introduction of compulsory military training; 
building-up of the ships and war-material; opening of military academies. 

(5) End of Provincialism. 

(6) Economic Reforms-Impetus to agriculture, industries and trade in order 
to reform the economic condition of the people. 

Foreign Policy of Italy (1871—1914 A.D.) 

Q. 2. Critically discuss the foreign policy of Italy from 1871 to 
1914 A.D. 

Ans. Foreign Policy of Italy— After consolidating her internal 
position by introducing many political, economic and social reforms, 
Italy started taking part in the political .affairs of Europe. The objec¬ 
tive of her foreign policy was to increase her influence by expanding her 
empire, establishing her colonies and raising her international prestige. 

Besides, Italy also wanted to conquer those parts where Italians 
lived in large numbers. 

(1) Triple-Alliance -Italy wanted to occupy Tunis in Africa, 
France also had an eye on it. In 1881, France occupied Tunis and 
Italy could d# nothing. By occupying Rome, Italy set a blow to the 
influence of Pope and she feared that France might attack her by taking 
the side of Pope. So, she entered into an alliance with Austria and 
Germany in 1882. It is known as the “ Triple-Alliance It strengthen¬ 
ed her position and there remained no fear of any attack from France. 
The Triple Alliance was again signed in 1887 and 1891. So Italy got 
many facilities for her colonial expansion in Africa. 

(2) Italy n nd England—Italy signed a treaty with England in 1887 
to establish friendly relations. Both the countries decided to maintain 
status-quo in the Atlantic Ocean, Adriatic sea, Aegean and the Black 
seas. It was also decided that if Russia attacked either of the two in the 
Atlantic Ocean, then the other would help the attacked nation. Italy 
also gave a word of possible help to England in Eevpt. To reciprocal*, 
England assured help in the problem of Tripoli. Italy assured not to 
fight against England in 1902. Italy, however, sided with England and 
France in the Algeciras Conference in 1906 against Germany and 
Austria, though she was the member of Triple Alliance So Italy, by 
entering into alliance with England, saved herself from the French 
attack. 

(3) Italy and Russia — In 1909, the Czar of Russia, Nicholos II, 
visited Italy and met Victor Emmanuel III. Both decided to maintain the 
Status-quo in the Balkans and to safe-guard the interests o f one another. 
Russia assured not to stand in her way in the Tripoli Affair and Italy 
assured Russia tnat she would create no obstacles in her advancement 
towards Dardanelles and Bosphorus. 
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Austria and Germanyalways^lroked susn"*^ the Tri P le - A Hiance but 
liave any faith in to See In lS P 4 °“!? at her and did aot 

Herzegovina by non-observance of statu^' o^o^bf B ° Snia and 

informing Italy. This created difF^rAt, S "? U ° ,n tlle Balkans without 
in her occupation iZypar^S had 

^Italians. The nationalists of Italy started a mr^ y '“habited by the 
parts from Austria. This is known as “Trr!U ♦ 1°*?* to annex these 
movement to get from Austria the narfc rC f ent,s ^ Movement” or the 

was the cause of suspicion 15 and bittern lie ® f ' unrcd( r eraed Italy. This 
between the two. P bitterness irrespective of the alliance 

(5) Italy and France—I d the beeinnino 
have good relations and Italy always had the* fear of ? id not 

France. So, she joined the Triple-Allianre pf of bang attacked by 

increased with Austria and her delations with Pr° d by ' her d,fferences 
good. In 1896, France signed a treaty with iSS? *1*'* tu ™ i “« 
security of the Italians living in Tunis In lQnn i !i d assured the 
occupation over Morocco. French President °na!d i y a ^ e P ted dance’s 
the Italian Emperor Victor Emmanuel visited P Franr V,S r t( 2™° me and 
sided with France and England in Xlgec.ras Conference 19 ° 6 ’ It3,y 

expansion of Europe'af she wanted'toVnc '° l £ ke part in the co, °nial 

influence in the political sphere of Eurone^fn* h?r pow u er ’ to increase her 
* prestige, to gain place forher increS Zm* hef in,crnationa ' 
material from t>e colonies and to use them as her markets° ** r3W 

•not succeed. 8 fn l'SIs ^she^ccupied^Ab T “ n ‘ S 3nd Tripo,i but could 
colonial expansion gained momentum after CrisnEs h° rt 1VIass ° va - The 
minister. In 1880, Italy established ° P bec °nimg the foreign 

and increased her influence in the Red ^M° te i t °ia t iV n i Somali| and 
Tripoli and named it as Libya i r S ^ 1912, she captured 

attacked in 1896 but she was ver^ad'v d rTT Ab >“ i( ^. she 

Abyssmians. But, later on in the 20thtl/ efeated at Adowa by the 
Jini she was able to annex Abyssinia into heJ empire ** ° f MuSSO ' 

ItaliJns'hveTin l^uThf/s" the European powers where 

•was under Switzedand ^ce' the En 6 lish - ™no 

French. Austria and Hungary also had C ° rS,ca etc ' were under the 

used to live. The nationalfsVand the^v V , St3tes where ,he ‘ ta! “ms 

annex these territories into their own ^ranir* P3rt ‘u Were tr; ln ° t0 

r Italians inhabited these parts But thev E =? P a 3 j S ab ° Ut on,: m,lli °n 

First World War when they were able 24™"* partia|, y after 'he 

countries which were inhabited by about 1 fi 4 n°° SQ ,' W,les ot these 
been said- uca oy about 16 million Italians. It has 

eanbitiojl™ e , ans . irretention, her African 
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with regard to Triple Alliance , and the contingent douses contained in the 
treaty , laid down all principles of future international policy which resulted' 
at last in her participation in the First World War'' 

POINTS TO REMEM ER 


Foreign Policy of Italy (1871-1914 A.D)—Raising her international prestige;, 
expansion of the empire ; establishment of the colonies and enhancement of her 4 
influence in the European political sphere etc. 

Main objectives of the foreign policy of Italy 

(1) Triple Alliance with Austria and Germany. 

(2) Friendly relations with England. 

(3) Friendship with Russia. 

(4) Differences with Austria. 

(5) Improvement of relations with France later on. 

Colonial Policy—(1) Rivalry in colonial expansion ; 

(2) Failure in the attempt to capture Tunis and Tripoli due t0 _ f/* nch 
opposition. Chance came to annex Tripoli in 1912 which was renamed as Li ya. 

f3) Establishment of the colonies of Massova and Somaliland. 

(4) Failure in Abyssinia in the beginning but its annexation in the times- 
of Mussolini. 

(5) Annexation of many parts largely inhabited by the Italians after the 
First World War. 


University and other Important Questions 

J. Describe briefly'tbe problems before Italy in 1871 A.D. What 
efforts were made to solve them ? 

2. “Italy had to face a difficult position during 1870-1914 A.D.” 
Amplify. 

3- Discuss critically the foreign and colonial policy of Italy during:, 
the period 1871-1914 A D. 




OTHER SMALL KINGDOMS OF EUROPE (1871 

(Austria—Hungary) 
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-1914 A.D.) 


from < 1871 1 l 1 ^i , 4 Ve A a D aCCOUOt of ,he development of Austria-Hnngary 

a result of the^nch Revolution^? 1848 ™ w^{ ,ed '.** ° et freedom as 
England to save his life Aii< „°,„c 1848 Mettermch had to flv to 

power into his own hands He was ableTo s, K Jose P h took the 

after a great struggle. He again ea inid , SU f p ; es? the revolutionaries 
■ states by 1850 and established an amocratic°rule > ° Ver ,heSe scatter ed 

1. Difficulties before Anctrio tl . 

the revolution of 1848 forcibly but he hadlofo^" Emperor oppressed 
T^ fr . ; nad to * ace many problems • — 

Different nations lived in thp H.fT r * 

Magyars, Czechs, Rumanians P ? rts of Austria as Germans 

They had different languages’and culmre,^ Croat? e^ 

establish her own separate^ule and to aiJL* * Each nat,on wa « trying to 
and culture. and to S lve impetus to its own language 

Francis Jo^^^d^o^ThT^ntnc , Hung »ry-Austrian Emperor 
language and to bring an end tothr, . Problems of racialism and 
not succeed due to tlfe could 

Of this the Au?t a nan S E d mperorhid al to follow 'Ih f ' 859 ‘ As a result 

h f £ u Cy , of re Pression. He affected 8 '' beral r P° lic y m Place of 

established a constitutional monarfhv^oi ^ reforras 1861 and 

, Hungarians opposed it. f n 1866 a!,!? P lace of an autocratic rule. The 

,he .War of 1866 which bright ^1„d t o a h WaS - defeated b y Prussia in 

and Italy. Under these circum«. d to L her influence over Germany 

to strengthen his position in Austria*’ ^ Aus * r ‘an Emperor wanted 

entered into a treaty in 1867 whiVk • * Austria and Hungary 

man langauge. It seamed 38 ' Aus * ,eich ' * -he Ger? 

y <uea Austria and Hungary as two separate free 
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states under one emperor. Thus, the new state began to be called as 
Austria-Hungary. Budapest was the Hungarian capital, while Vienna 
was the Austrian capital. Both had different administrations but had 
common foreign, war and revenue departments and these were looked 


. after by a common ministry. 




3 Austrian Empire after 1867 A.D.—(1) By Francis Joseph’s 
efforts, constitutional monarchy was established in Austria and the 
parliamentary form of government started functioning there. Parliament 
had two houses. The Upper House represented the nobles and the 
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Lower House consisted of members elected by the people for a period 
of 6 years. In the beginning, the franchise was limited and the number 
of the voters was very low but in 1907 it was replaced by the system of' 
adult franchise. The members of the cabinet were nominated by the 
Emperor and they were responsible to him. 

* (2) German language was declared the national language for the 

unification of the different races. 

(3) Many laws were passed to reform the condition of labourers. 
Working hours were fixed at 10 per day for the miners and 11 per day 
for the factory workers. The insurance scheme was also introduced. 
Sunday was an off-day for them. The working classes were given the 
freedom to form unions to safeguard their rights. 

(4) The different races in Austria demanded the establishment of 
their free states after the establishment of the free state of Hungary. The 
Czecks of Bohemia gave the lead in this respect. They demanded that 
Bohemia should be declared a free state. The Austrian Emperor 
recognised Bohem : a as a separate state within the union in 1871. But 
it did not satisfy the Czecks as they wanted separate rights like Hungary. 
The Germans of Austria opposed it because they thought that it would 
reduce their influence and the Slavs would get an opportunity to pro¬ 
gress and would have a feeling of hatred towards them. The Magyars 
of Hungary also opposed it because they felt that the Slavs would find 

# an opportunity to revolt and the Emperor had to submit to their 
opposition in the end. 

The Slavs were favoured greatly during the times oftheTeffa 
Ministry (1871 - 1893). The German influence loosened and the Slavs 
got a chance to progress. This ended the racial problem to a great 
extent in Austria but the national feelings of different races could not be 
checked completely and Austria was divided into various parts after the 
First World War. 

4. Kingdom of Hungary after 1867 A.D.—(1) The kingdom of 
Hungary was established after the alliance of 1867. She had her separate 
administration. The Austrian Emperor also ruled over Hungary but 
with the help of the Magyar ministry. The parliamentary system of 
the government was also set-up in Hungary but there was no responsible 
government. The parliament consisted of two houses. The National 
Assembly consisted of the representatives elected by the people The 
Magyars formed the majority in them. The franchise was limited. 

(2) The racal conflict took a serious turn in Hungary. The 

, Magyars were more powerful in Hungary. Besides, there lived Slavs, 
the Serbs and Croats etc. The Magyars were in majority in the Parlia¬ 
ment and they had a control over almost all the departments of the 
government. Magyar language was declared as the national language 
there. They refused to provide facilities to the other races. Though 
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they were free races yet they were prevented from making progress in< 
the spheres of their respective languages, cultures, arts and their economic 
life. The Magyar administration was so much repressive that it was 
impossible to set up a proper government there. The whole of Hungary 
could not be Magyarised and the racial conflict increased day by day. 
Efforts were made to solve the racial conflict by the law of Equal Rights 
of Nationalities of 1868 but this law could not achieve its aim as it 
proved to be defunct from the very beginning. 

Different political parties of Hungary tried for her permanent 
separation from Austria but they could not succeed as a result of Francis 
Joseph’s sound policy. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Austria—Hungary (1871—1914 A.D )—Suppressio i of 1848 A.D. Revolution; 
Establishment of old autocratic dynasties : the liberal government. 

.2. Difficulties. (I) Different races in Austria ; 

(2) Different languages and culture ; 

(3) National movements and wish to establish free kingdoms. 

3. Separate kingdoms of Austria and Hungary, 1867 A.D. 

4. Austrian Empi re after 1867—(1) Constitutional and parliamentary system of 
government ; 

(2) German as the national language. 

(3) Betterment in the condition of the labourers ; 

(4) Racial conflict and Teffa ministry ; 

(5) Disintegration of the empire after 1914 A.D. 

5. Kingdom of Hungary after 1867 A.D. — (I) Establishment of Hungarian King¬ 
dom after the alliance of 1867 A.D. 

(2) Administration. 

(3) Racial conflicts. 

Belgium, Holland, Spain and Portugal (1871-1914 A.D.) 

Q. 2. Give a brief account of the development of Belgium, 
Holland, Spain and Portugal from 1871 to 1914 A.D. 

Ans._ 1. Belgium 

(1) Vienna Congress and Belgium— To check the French influence 
m the North, the Vienna Congress united Belgium with Holland and 
tne new country was called Netherlands. Bat the people of Belgium 
were against it from the very beginning as this treaty was enforced upon 
them and was unnatural. There was a great difference in the religion, 
language and economic conditions of both the countries 

(2) Independence of Belgium and Leopold /—In 18^0, the people 
ot Belgium revolted to get freedom under the influence of the Revolution 
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•of 1830. People of Belgium succeeded in gaining freedom. The big 
powers of Europe recognised the free entity of Belgium. * 

... Administration--After that, new constitution was promulgated 

a A D< k L TrtP° d I r WaS raade * he ruler. He ruled from 1831 to 

A Th r The P arlia ™ entar > form of government was established 
there. There were two houses of the parliament. The Council of Minis¬ 
ters was responsible to the parliament. 


Reforms -Special attention was paid to the material and mental 
development of the people. (/) National university was established 
and a great number of schools were opened. 

(//) Freedom of religion, press and union-formation was given. 

(»0 Large quantities of iron and coal v/ere found in Belgium 
which helped in the industrial development of the country. Many 

factories were set-up. 

(<v) Means of transport were improved by the construction of 
railways and new roads. 

(v) Laws were passed to reform the condition of the labourers. 

(v/) An army of one lakh soldiers was raised to safeguard the 
freedom and separate entity of the state. 


t P) L£°P°ld //—After Leopold Fs death, his son Leopold II 
ruled from 1865 to 1909 AD. Many educational institutions were 
• opened for the spread of education during his reign. In the begin¬ 
ning the franchise was limited but the constitution was reformed in 
18‘*3 and to liberalise it, the right of vote was given to an adult of 23. 

(4) Albert /-After the death of Leopold II, Albert I became the 
ruler of Belgium in 1909 A.D. During his reign, the First World War 
started and soon Germany captured Belgium. 


Holland 


(1) Holland before 1830 A.D .-Holland and Belgium were a 
united country in 1830 A.D. and it was called Netherlands. Belgium 
established a free kingdom in 830 A.D. Holland adopted the consti¬ 
tutional monarchy but the king had more powers than the parliament 

Holland, however, did not have any influeuce in the sphere of interna¬ 
tional politics. 


_ <21 William III- The constitution was amended during the reign 

of Will.nmni 0849-iSMA.O.) and the povvers ofTe’ king wefe 
reduced and the powers of the parliament were increased There we-e 
two houses of the parliament. The Lower House had the repre¬ 
sentation of the general public. The ministry was made responsible 
to the parliament Parliament was given the rights to put up the b-lls 
to amend them and to vote over the budget but the franchise still 
remained limited. The franchise Was however, liberalised in 1918 and 
the elections started on the basis of adult franchise 
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(3) Wilhelmina —On the death of William III, his daughter 

Wilbelmina became the ruler of Holland in 1890 A.D. She ruled 
upto 1918. She made special efforts for the spread of education and 
made the military service compulsory to strengthen and enhance the 
prestige of Holland. Industrial development did not make much 
progress due to the shortage of iron and coal. Holland remained 
neutral and did not join any side. A 

(4) Colonies— Holland established her Colonies in the Eastern 
and Western Islands. She established her control over Java, Sumatra, 
Borneo in Asia, Korakao and Dutch Guiana in America. Holland had* 
only a population of 6.000,000 whereas its colonial empire had a 
population of 38,000,000. 

Spain 

Isabella's autocratic rule ended in 1868 A.D. The parliament 
decided to establish monarchy but there was a complicated problem 
of searching the king but the solution was found out in 1870 A.D. 
Bismarck was in the favour of Leopold. But he refused to accept the 
reign of Spain under pressure from France when a war broke out 
between Prussia and France in 1870. At last, it was decided that 
Amadeo, the 2nd son of Victor Emmanuel, the Emperor of Italy, should 
be made the ruler of Spain. 

Amadeo —Amadeo was not given a hearty welcome on his arrival in 
Spain and different parties started opposing him from the very beginning- 
The Democrats wanted to establish democracy in Spain. Some leaders- 
took Ferdinand VII as their king and some were supporters of Isabela’s- 
son, Alphonso. Amadeo wanted to establish constitutional monarchy 
but being a foreigner, his opposition increased day by day. The? 
ministries changed very quickly and unrest grew wider in the country. 
Finding the condition out of his control he himself resigned and said at 
this occasion — 

“/ realise that my go >d intentions have been in vain. For two long 
years ha'e I worn the crown of Spain and Spain still lives in continual 
strife departing day by day more widely from that of peace and pros¬ 
perity for which / have so orderly yearned. I am today firmly convinced 
of the barrenness of my efforts and impossibility of attaining my aims. 
These are reasons that move me to give back to the nation and in itr 
name to you % the crown offered to me by national sufferage , renouncing 
it for myself my children and my successors .” 

Republic in Spain —After the fail of Amadeo, the parliament 
decided with a majority to set up a Republic in Spain. But the 
Republic also failed in establishing peace and prosperity in the 
country. None but America recognised it. All other countries except 
Switzerland called back her ambassadors from there. 

The Republic proposed a resolution to separate the church fronfc 
the state, liberalised the franchise, passed the resolution of setting the 
slaves free and granted religious freedom. 


a mono 


not work 
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.Toe republic worked from February Mm 
During this short period. 4 Presidents were elected I874 ‘ 

Serano brought an end to the Republic hv <wi *• ^, e , a:>t Pres *dent 
son Alphonso XII as the ruler of P Spain Th*r' ,ng lsabe/la ’s Second 
the failure of the Republic in Spain sSch as ^ ma ^ r ^ns of 

n.an y (1 lroup h s eRePUbliCanS - wh ^ad the real power, were divided into 
the RepubTicans. WaS Sh ° rta8e of experienced and able leaders 
united*. The RepUb]icans ,ack<;d un ‘‘y and they did 

it due to the dedar^ persons ais0 °PP^ed 

organise Jeh e and P S o b thc^arSt increased. 6 W3rS Wh '' Ch She couU njt 
duced fnT/he ranstftu®nal^ ) The EeW cons,i,ution wa ^ imro- 

1876 AD a ^ er AI P ho^ , .u^^S h 7Ih«« b,iShed * n Spa ' n m 

(1) The Parliamentary form of government was adopted in Spain. 

The Assembly 3 ™^th^ren?’ 0 h ° uses ~ T; - e Senate and the A.se.ubly. 
the Senate were elemed sorn^f rT °* the public Somi '"embers to 

and some were represented® the nobles?" nom,flated b - v the k "’S 

was made^esponsible fo^thTparlLment. 6 ' UP Spain and ,he ministry 

Adul^Franch'ist'was Wanted the be S innin «. but the system of 

sory m 1909. A.D a In 870 and voting was made conipul- 

This marriage h^d Krf/ 0 th f • Austnan princess Maria Christine. 
Austria and Germanv „nri Specia importance. Spain got help both from 
Al ho y consequently her position was strengthened 

his deatn, Ma^iaCaw*^r#k S ? *** d,ec * 10 1885 A A few months after 
Alphonso beinc minor • a , son who was named Alphonso XIII. 

his guardian Sh#» kij Maria looked after the administrative work as 

colonies in America tC> r *? ce man >' difficulties. Spain bad many 
against Spain in 1 xu* C a ^hose was Cuba. Its inhabitants revolted 
suppress the revolt a* * Maria sent General Ballan th^re to 

the end, Spain remain**! IS Amer,ca al so joined hands with Cuba. In 

Treaty of Paris in i»q« a '* nsu Jp® ss ful and the war ended with the 

this treaty :_ following were the main conditions of 

(1) Cuba was granted freedom by Spain. 
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Sp *““ “ * SK “““ of 
“ ™"“ p.i»>«■** A "“ ,lc “ oe "°“ , 

« .«« '* ’" p “' 16 „„ t00k , ta 

powers in h.s hands. Hc there was lack of education. 

At that time, Spain was b snread of education. He made the 

He opened many schools for the s P , ation in 190 3 A.D. So he tried 

primary education com P ul “^ bv H f lso introduced many economic 
hard to -^'^^coun^v economicany sound under his guidance. 
S p f :[n m rema?n a ed aloof from 'the First World War. 

4. Portugal 

a thf* autocratic rule in Middle Ages but 

Portugal also remained under th 1 also affecte d Portugal and 

the revolutions of the 18th an ' d l9t . Maria u succee ded to the 

constitutional government was set up • . • her reign because 

throne ,n .853 A D. The unrest introducfd to make 

of revolutions. Consequent y. ny durinB the reign of her 

Si* BE A- —.« » 0JW 

Carlos 1 0889-1938 AD )-After l °“ the sphere 

Spain from 1 89 to 1908 A.D. e e The Democrats and the 
of education and also lessened jaxe'L Th moaarchy in Spam. 

ki " Cd him “ " 

as his son in Lisbon in 1908. 

Manual //—Manual II, the second son of Cario^succeeded^h.m aft 

rzA * revolutionin 

1910 A.D. As a result of this, monarchy ended in Spam. 

Portugal—The Republic was set-up in Spain after the 

S fewTnstforfug^ on * 

Ve.a Slcamf the first President of the Republic. 

® The 

The Reoufo'ic had to confront many serious P rob ’'-”\ s _ were 

wTmade compulsory by 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

-i. B e lelun._(I, Annexation with Holland by the Vienna Congress. 

(2) Belgium became a free Kingdom in 1830 A D 

tive, educaticuull^economic and^mi^ftaryrcforma^** 0 * HC " adc —y ad.io.stra- 
Lcopo}d 4) II Spread ° f EdUCati ° a aQd < he Adult Franchise during the reign of 

■duriag ( ?he First WoIId°wlr.* h 6 m 1909 AD ‘ Ca P fure of Belgium by Germany 

was call^ I NeUier!a^cif. ,Um a ° d Holland were united before J830 A.D. and union 

2. Separation in 1830 A.D. 

3. William III became the ruler in ihiq a r» tu 
. government was established during his reign. A '°’ The P arI, aracntary form of 

She intro duce d compulsory ''mi™ ary tr'mlgTd ma’Se 

■ Holland remamed neutral during the Hirst World War. 

6 She established colonies also. 

~^«^w^ravas.*- D - - *—* »• 

during Amadeo's rule !^es1gned’i l n‘r873 A aJ D' e duc 0 to b unfcst n ‘° ,hc monarchy 

°f <hc Republic after that but i, was a failure 

Alphonso XII, the second son of Isabella ruled from 1875 to 1885 A D 

The establishment of constitutional monarchy A '°' 

ws C d l T i , Qe ru ' ed as a protec,or of Alphonso X "'- 

bpam s defeat in the revolt of Cuba 

the country n pr 1 ^p 2 ;roI, P s h0nSO X ' n ’ ' 00lt ,hC ' Ci “ ° f ,hc ,ulc «» >*“ hands. He made 
9. Neutrality in the First World War. 
ortugal—Carlos I, Manual II, Republic in Portugal. 

Other Kingdoms 

%sr» t 5Srs‘ * 

Switzerland 

■*tl Switzeiland is a beautiful countrv r»f ♦ u^ i . 

riiere are manv beautiful hirr»c r * ^ ^ world even today 

b “"“- Mtei £ 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
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states rr Cantons. The Germans, French and Italians live there. 
The French and Italians were Roman Catholics and others w ®If 
Protestants. A Democratic Republic was established there by the new 

constitution :— 

(1) There were two homes of the Parliament —National Council 
and Council of States. Members to the National Council were 
elected by direct franchise by the public. The Council of States had 
two members of each Canton. Adult franchise was in vogue. 

(2) The rights of administration were vested in the Legislative 
Council consisting of seven members. Parliament used to select these 
out of its members. Each member had a department under his control. 
These members were not responsible to the parliament. 

(3) The term of the Parliament and the Legislative Council was the 
tame. 

(4) The Legislative Council would elect one of its members as its 
Chairman who was called ‘The President’. 

(5) The central government had great powers. Foreign affairs, post 
and telegraph, mint, army, import-export, taxation etc. all were under 
the jurisdiction of the central government. Religion, education, justice 
etc. were under the Cantons. 

(6) There was complete democratic rule in the small Cantons. 
There people used to gather at an open place at a fixed time and elect 
their officers and vote on different laws by raising hands. Public could 
affect the administration by referendum and intiative in large Cantons 
and could frame any law. So by these two methods, public was the ruler. 

Switzerland bad, however, no say in the European politics. The 
Vienna Congress recognised its freedom and its separate entity. Special 
attention was paid to the spread of education and the industrial 
development. There was a great facility to produce the hydro-electricity 
because of a great number of water-falls. The production of electricity 
greatly helped her in the industrial progress. 

2. Denmark 

Denmark was one of the developed countries of the world during 
ihe 19th century because Norway was under its control. Norway was 
given to Denmark according to the decision of the Vienna Congress. 
This not only adversely affected the population but also thwarted 
seriously her trade, which ultimately worsened her economic condition. 

(1) Administrative System—Dp to 1848, Denmark was under an 
autocratic monarchy. But in that year /.e., in 1848, Frederi.k VII 
promulgated the new constitution, which was amended from time to* 
time till it was given a permanent shape in 1886 A.D. 
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T arlia ( Ln?had “wo houses 6 and *« 

were elected by the people whSLS^SLnhS of 

were nominated by the king Later on 1 u V pper House 

adopted for sending representatives to Uh the Houses to be 

con^o/o^S 1 Ta ,7,5 "V* 

;:e a n , re d n U n e e\ito“Te dmeDt - ™ 

In I9 .9 1 > b y an amendment, the ministry was made resnonsi 
estab]ished P there ment “ * hC constitu,iona l monarchy was completely 

(2) Problem of Schleswig and Holstein —Both these provinces w»r» 

1864 A D n nm R^ k but / n ° s,| y the Germans inhabited these provinces In 
Inr, n ' , B,s , marck demanded both these provinces from Denmark 
and after a little armed action captured them and annexed themTnto 

a rea ofDS 1 P ma e rk ° nSeqUently ' ther * W3S in P°Palation and 

countries C h f d esta blished her colonies in other 
islands of th^ West Indi^ li mj ^nd Greenland and some 
islands of West Indies from Denmark ^a 

pension were also made in 1891 A.D. 8 * Arran gements for old-age 

3. Sweden and Norway 

rP“ r n 8 <he 'Napoleonic Wars, Sweden joined hands with the Allies 

A h nTto^ mark ^‘ ded WIth Napoleon. The Vienna Congress (18 15 
A.D.) took away the territory of Norway from Denmark as a unmsh- 

ment and h “ n ded it over to Sweden for her services. Both the countries 

mad e e . r h 0 e U mler U nn e d r °?H ^ and Napoleon’s commander-!n-ch^ef vva 
made tne ruler under the name of Charles XIV. 

. SeparatIon of the two Countries—People of Norway were against 
th,s unification and they did not want to live with Sweden The 

Tution 0 But r ,rk Se,ett , e e d th a' r ° Wn kiDg and framed 3 liberal cons 'i- 
* at ' , B t 9. klng o1 Sweden could not tolerate this and a war broke 

out between the two countries, but the people of Norway came out 

mot7rove S 'tobe a °‘ this .‘be nni ty of Norway and Sweden did 
ot prove to be a lasting one and their separate entities were recognised. 
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Tbe only relation between the two was that the king of Sw «de n jy as - 
also the ruler of Norway. He ruled wiTh the help of different mmistc^ies. 
Both the countries had their separat parliaments as well as. 
assemblies. There was a great difference in the administration of both 
the countries. The nobles were powerful in Sweden whereas there was 
largely a democratic set up in Norway. Both the countries had tbeir 
own language and their separate capitals. 


The difference between the two countries increased from 1872 to 
1904 and their relations became all the more constrained. In 1905, the 
Parliament of Norwav brought an end to the special privileges enjoyed 
bv the nobility. The king did not give his assent to this law. So the 
Parliament, by passing another law, declared Norway as a separate and 
free country. Sweden opposed it on the ground that the people of Norway 
did not favour it. The referendum took place in August, 1905 and the 
people of Norway supported this break-up with a majority of vote. The 
king had to accept this on two conditions (1) Both the countries would 
not build castles on the boundaries. (2) Their differences, which would 
not be solved by mutual understanding, would be referred to the inter¬ 
national judge at Hague and his decision would be accepted by both- 
the parties. 


Monarchy in Norway—After the break-up of Sweden, a conflict 
came up between the Democrats and the Monarchists of Norway about 
the form of the government in Norway. The Democrats wanted to 
establish a Republic in Norway whereas the Monarchists favoured 
the monarchy. In the end, monarchy was set-up there and the grandson 
of the ruler of Denmark was made the King of Norway. His name 
was Prince Charles. 


(1) There was constitutional monarchy in Norway and the king, 
ruled with the help of the Parliament. 

(2) He did not have the right to reject the laws or the articles 
passed by the Parliament. 

(31 The franchise was liberalised and every person of 25 years of 
age was given the right to vote. 

(4) Afterwards, women were also given the right to become the 
members of Parliament. 


Other countries of Europe recognised the free kingdom and 
separate entity of Norway. She remained neutral during the First- 
World War of 1914. 


Sweden after Separation —Sweden marched towards progress after 
separation. In 1909 A.D., Sweden took a step towards democracy when 
all the adults were given the right to vote and proportionate franchise 
was introduced there. Sweden made a great progress in the sphere 
of industries because iron and electricity were available there ini 
abundance. 
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Sn J 7 ^ d (0 A large country consisted of 22 r 

% Fren;h aDd pop«h.^ f 22 Cao,ons 

2. Denmark T *1°?™ ' he *Phere. 

ark (I) A large country. 

crease^n area and population. NOnVay ‘° Sw ' den by the Vienna Congress . Dc . 

I'^/s j CJ ”eiIpon>ib|!! 

age pcSon Pr ° 8reSS ,n * «*“*“" and milk industry; spread of education and old 

C — *— over Norway 

No ™ e “ hy <he 

one king. ay a fr “ country ; Both had separate parliaments but under 

1905 A Differ ences came up from ,872 to ,905 A. D. and complete separation ja 

(5) Monarchy in Norway. 

f ( 2 ? CD? ° Cracy in Sweden after separation. 

( } Progress the sphere of industries. 

University and other Important Questions 

Europe between 1871 to"9'i4°A < D any ^ the fo,,owin g countries of 

(e) <b> i Bd8,Um ^ H °' land (d> Spain 

(0 Sweden. ^ Sw " zcr, and to Denmark (/;, Norway and 

•he Da^^probie'mofAustrmfrJ 6 ' 1 ChanCC u of a federal solution of 
War ? ‘“O' Austria-Hungary on the eve of the First World 

(DeJhi M.A. 1972) 
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THE EASTERN QUESTION 


“This damned Eastern Question is like the gout" remarked a 
Russian Statesman. "Sometimes it takes you in the leg, sometimes it 
nips your hand. One is lucky if it does not fly to the stomach'* 

Turkey was a powerful country during the 15th and 16th 
centuries and she had established a vast empire which included 
Balkans and the regions around the Black Sea in the Eastern Europe. 
She touched the heights of progress in those times. Ironically, 
however, she became so weak in the 19th century that she began to be 
called the ‘Sickman of the Europe *. Unrest and disorder prevailed in 
Turkey due to the autocratic and corrupt rule of the Sultan of Turkey. 
Taking advantage of her weakness, many Christian nations under 
her rule, like Serbs, Rumanians, Bulgarians, Slavs etc. started efforts 
for their freedom. All the Balkan States wanted to enhance their 
territorial jurisdictions. Different European nations such as England, 
Austria, Russia, France etc. had different views about this problem 
according to their own interests which made the problem all the more 
complicated. Russia wanted to increase her influence over the Black 
Sea. England could not tolerate this increasing influence of Russia as it 
could create a great danger to her Indian Empire. Austrian interests 
were even greater than that of England. Russian influence was against 
her commercial and political interests she feared the Slavs under her may 
not rise in revolt following the example of the Slavs under Turkey. 
France also had taken interest in the Eastern Question for her 
commercial as well as religious interests. So these political, economic 
and religious interests of the European nations made it a critical and 
complicated problem. Hazen has rightly said— 

(t The basic importance of the Eastern Question before the con¬ 
tinental statesmen in this period has been wh/ther Turkey was to be 
wiped out of Eure or not-and if it is was to be wiped out , what was to 
take her place." 

Treaty of Berlin, 1878 A. D. 

85p“ Q. 1. Give an account of Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78 
A. D. with special reference to the Treaty of Berlin. (V. Important) 

Or 

Write a note on the Treaty of Berlin and show how far it solved 
the Eastern Question. 


Or 
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original 


Treaty of Berlin raised fresh and more difficult problems. 


\ 



“Out of Disraeli's policy at the Congress of Berlin, arose most of 
causes of the Balkan Wars of 1912 A.D. and 1913 A.D. and of the 
J eat War of 1914 A.D.’ ; Discuss. 


Or 

Consider how far was Disraeli justified in claiming to have brought 
ck “Peace with honour from Berlin”. 


Or 

Do you agree with the statement that the Treaty of Berlin was a 

-mpromise and like all compromises was pregnant with future 
oubles ? 


Ans. After 1870 A.D., the Eastern Question took a serious turn, 
etelbey has rightly stated in this respect — 

- 

“A mere comparison of the map of Europe from 1870 A.D. to 1914 
f J). will reveal the multiplication and the prominence of the Eastern 
• test ion in European affairs." 


1. Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78 A.D. 

1. Causes — (i) The Treaty of Paris in 1856 A.D. after the 
Crimean War failed to find a permanent solution to the Eastern 
Question. France 'became weak after her defeat from , Germany 
in 1870 A.D. Russia took advantage of this opportunity and started 
building her shipyard to increase her control over the Black Sea. 
England could not tolerate this. 

(/i) By the Treaty of Paris in 1856 A. D. f the Sultan of Turkey 
4 promised to reform the condition of his Christian subjects but he did 
not fulfil his promise. It resulted in an increase in the unrest of his 
Christian subjects. In 1856 A.D., the Christians of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina revolted against the atrocious rule of the Sultan as well as the 
ill-treatment of the tax-collectors. People of Serbia and Montenegro 
also helped them in their cause The European powers like Austria, 
Russia, Germany etc sent an Andrassy Note in which they demanded 
from him better condition of the Christians of Italy. Sultan received that 
* note but did not care to better their condition. Then, the European 
powers tried to exert pressuse on the Sultan by the Berlin Memorandum 
but the Sultan did not care in the least as England was on his side. 

(iii) Under these circumstances, the people of Bulgaria also revolted 
against the Sultan and murdered some Turkish officials. Turkey sup¬ 
pressed this revolt so severely that there was an uproar against her in 
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Europe. The English Opposition Leader, Gladstone, made speeches 
everywhere and said that the time had come that the Christians from 
these provinces of Turkey should leave with, bag and baggage. But, 
the then British Prime Minister, Disraeli kept mum as he did not want 
to see a weak Turkey. It has rightly been stated in this context — 

“No question of foreign policy has so aroused or bitterly divided the 
British public opinion within the living memory." 



(2) Events — Representatives of some European countries assembled 
at Constantinople and they presented a scheme of reforms to the Sultan. 
But the Sultan did not accept them. When England did not do any 
thing to safeguard the interests of the Christians, then Russia came 
forward to help them and she declared war against the Sultan of Turkey f 
on 24th April, 1877 A.D. in the name of religion. The Sultan was 
defeated in the war of Plevna and Russia captured Adrianople. After 
that, she advanced towards Constantinople The condition of the Sultan 
became very grave and he was forced to sign the ‘Treaty of San Stefano’" 
in 1878 A.D. 
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lllJ reat e y °f San Stefano -After his defeat, the Sultan entered into 
the Treaty of San Stefano with Russia and following were its main 

fro terms : — 



K* The Sultani recognised the independence of Serbia, Rumania 
Montenegro and also increased their territories. 
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(/,) A new state of Bulgaria was created under the protecto¬ 
rate of Russia and this new state extended from the Aegean Sea to the 

'Danube. 

(Hi) Russia acquired some part of Armenia and some other 
states and the Sultan also agreed to pay a large sum to Russia as wat-. 

indemnity. 

(iv) The Sultan also agreed to the demand of the reforms. 


2. The Treaty of Berlin, 1878 A.D. 

(T) Circumstances leading to the Treaty^ of Berl n— The treaty 
of San Stefano set a great blow to the Turkish P° ‘ . 

gained many facilities in the Black Sea. England an interests 

against this treaty. Austria received a great blow to 
as she wanted to strengthen her position by extending he P 
the Balkan states. It also created a great danger to Eng . * 

empire. The people of Balkans were also against it as t e c 
Bulgaria greatly upset the balance of power there. Eng a . * 

Germany and other European powers opposed this Trea y_J - 

ch arged Russia with the violation of the Treaty of Pans o o tp f« n0 
Thev asked Russia to place for revision the treaty of S 
before the European powers. Russia was not ready for this, 
warlike attitude, England gave a threat and sent her Indian . 

the Malta island. In a threatening note, she said 


We do not want to fight, 

But by Jingo. if we do, 

We've got the men. We've got the ships, 

We've got the money too." 

Russia was compelled for the revision of the Treaty of San Stefano 
under these circumstances. A Congress met in Berlin in July, 18"/8 A.D. 
under the presidentship of Bismarck in which England. Russia* Germany* 
Austria. Turkey etc. took part. The Treaty succeeded in averting any 
imminent armed conflict. 

(2) Terms of the Treaty of Berlin - (i) Recognition to the indepen¬ 
dent states of Serbia, Rumania and Montenegro was given. The 
territorial limits of Montenegro were decreased. 

(/i) Russia also got seme parts of Asia Minor with Bessarabia. 

(///.) England gained the Cyprus island because she wanted to set-u^* 
her military base there. 

(/v) Austria was allowed occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
but she was not allowed to annex them into her empire. She was, 
however, allowed to keep her troops in the forts of Sanjak of Navi 
Bazaar in Montenegro and Serbia. 




the eastern question 



M Bulgaria was divided into three parts. Macedonia was given 

to Turkey. Second part, which was called Eastern Romelia was kenr 

under the Sultan and the third part of Bulgaria was declared as an 
independent state. dn 


► ^ V, i Sultan agreed to introduce reforms in Crete Epirus 

Thessaly and Albania and also to grant religious freedom to his 
Christian subjects. 

(3) Criticism of the Treaty— Lord Disraeli took this treaty as his 
great achievement and would say, "I have brought peace with honour ” 
This treaty repealed the Treaty of San Stefano and ended the facilities 
given to Russia and her influence in the Balkans was reduced Bulgaria 
was divided into small states of Eastern Rumelia, Macedonia and 
Bulgaria which dashed Russian hopes to the ground. Russia now could 
not interfere of its own accord into the internal matters of Turkey The 

Turkish power was kept intact. Most of the Christian subjects in 
Turkey gained religious freedom. J 


On the other hand, the critics have said that the Treaty of 
Berlin failed to achieve its objectives. Russian influence could not be 
checked and Turkey could not be saved from being weakened. It 
created many difficulties for the future which caused many conflicts 
Grant and Temperley have stated — 


f ' The Congress was, thus, over and the great powers were pacified 
Queen Victoria offered Disraeli a Dukedom end gave garters both to 
him and Salisbury amid the enthusiasm which the careful stave-manage¬ 
ment had evoked and wh : ch the phrase “Peace with Honjur" ' embodied. 
It would be wrong to deny that Disraeli had shown great courage at the 
crisis, but courage in diplomacy should be accompanied by knowledge 
and in this Disraeli was poorly provided ani he did not try to obtain it 
from the more instructed Salisbury. He seems to have had no belief in the 
strength of nascent nationality in the Balkan peninsula and no idea of 
resiSi.j g Russia except by military force . H’s b?Uef in the virtues of Abdu' 
Hamid and the Turkish desire to protect ani ameliorate the condition of 
their Christian subject whether in Europe or Asia was woefully mistaken. 
Hi s policy in Asia specially came to nought. The despatch of British 
military consuls to , America to arrange for its defence against Russia 
proved useless ” 


This treaty could not establish peace. Neither did it succeed in 
increasing the English honour nor could it check the Russian influe, 
nee. The island of Cyprus did not prove important from the military 
point of view. Russia set-up her military base in Batum infringing 
the treaty. She now paid her attention towards Manchuria, Iran and 
Afghanistan in place of the Balkan States. Thus, it did not decrease 
the enmity between Russia and England but, on the other hand 
they became opponents of each other. So, Disraeli failed in imposing a’ 
check upon the Russian power. 
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a method j those emancipated states should have 

Senm'adeftee u".'ed ^nd powerfulmtious. Gran, and Temped 
have stated— * 

rSs£?i 3=“5«S 

(hen, hke the breast of freemen . 

The power of Turkey could not be maintained. The Sultan did 

sx t£2 

S“5f£ SSSMBS- 

“Disraeli boasted of having secured a peace with honour for there 

Jllt'fZ ottoman Empire in Europe and the Eastern interests of 
'England were more firmly preserved but in fact all that he had done for 
TUrkey, was to prolong the process and the pains of her extinct,on. 

After the Treaty of Berlin, the races of the Balkans started exte “^‘ 

■ jr territories and to unite themselves. This gave rise to conflict 

h m and increased their enmity with Turkey. Besides, the 
self-interests of different European powers gave rise to many com- 
plicated problems Europe was divided into two hostile groups and 
the basis of the First World War began to be prepared. 

Macedonian problem resulted in the breaking out of a war between 
r.reece and Turkey in 1897. The influence ol Austria-Hungary in 
the Balkans made the problem more complicated and all these gave 
S E»;S Bismarck's attitude in the Bert,„ Crag» 

nrr , fl c f a the differences between Russia and Germany. BismarcKS 

Snclhiation'towards Austria made them to contract - ^-c .££ 

and Austria also became enemies. After that, a circle ot trea 

farmed and Europe was divided into two oppos.te groups. In this 
context. Grant and Temperley observe 

“//i 1878 A D , we have the origin of estrangement between ^ssia 

and G<rm my. which divided Europe into two camps-the Franco-Russian 

and the Austro-1 taliah-German Alliances. ’ 

This Treatv gave a severe blow to the Pan-Slav movement. It 
proved fatal for the Serbians interest. The states of Bosnia and, 

Herzegovina were han 

satisfied v'iih it so she annexed both these provinces into its empire in 
190K A l') It was intolerable tor Serbia. Tms made Russia 
Serbia severe opponents of Austria. In i9 I ♦ A D » a Serbian murdered 
i he Austrian prince Arch-Duke Ferdinand and this event proved to be 
the immediate caube of the First World War. 



It is clear from the above description that the Treaty of Berlin 
•proved to be a treaty by name as it completely failed to achieve its 
objectives. This did not solve the Eastern Question. It created 
many complicated problems instead of establishing peace, and increased 
the tension among the European powers. It resulted in the Balkan 
Wars of 1912 and 1913 A.D. In the same manner, the Eastern Question 
divided the European nations into two hostile camps and proved to 
be a great cause of the First World War of 1914 A.D. Thomson 

has rightly said— 

“The settlement reached at the Congress of Berlin had the remarkable 
outcome that it left each power more dissatisfied and anxious than before ... 

International tension wa* increased, not eased . It was uoomed to be 

a most uneasy and unstable peace, subject to recurrent crisis and threats 

of war .” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


rRusso, Turkish War-of 1877-1878-The Eastern Question became more com¬ 
plicated after 1870 A.D. 

Causes—(1) Violation by Russia of the Treaty of Paris. 

(2) Revolt in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Russia sided with the revo¬ 
lutionaries. 

Events In April 1877 A.D.. Russia declared war against Turkey ; the Sultan 
was defeated ; End with the treaty of San Stefano. 

Treaty of San Stefano. Independent states of Serbia. Rumania and Montenegro. 

(2) Rise of Bulgaria under the Russian protection. 

(3) Russia got some parts of Armenia and money. 

(4) Sultan’s acceptance to introduce reforms. 
j # Treity of Berlin, 1878 A-D* 

(1) Circumstances leading to the Treaty-Opposition of Disraeli to the 

treaty of San Stefano. 

(2) Infringement of the Treaty of Paris of 1856 A.D. 

(3) Russian influence in the Black sea. 


(4) Demand of revision by Disraeli. 

(S\ The Berlin Congress under the presidentship of Bismarck in July. 
,878 A D. and signing of the Treaty of Berlin by the European powers 
<2) Terms (/) Recognition given to the free states of Serbia, Rumania and 


Montenegro ; _ . 

(ii) Russia got some parts of Asia Minor and Bessarabia 
(///) England gained the Cyprus island : 

(iv) Austrian rules over Bosnia and Herzegovina , 


(*) 

(/v) 


Division of Bulgaria into 3 parts : 

Sultan’s agreement to the demand of reforms. 


Criticism Disraeli took it as his great success ; claim of g aia, °8 Peace 
w.ih honour. to cneck the Rusaian influence ; to keep Sultan s power intact. 
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Critics believe that the treaty failed to achieve its objectives. 

(1) Violation of the terms. 

(2> Russian efforts to increase her influence in the east leading to increase- 
in estrangement of England and Russia ; 

(3) Ignoring the national interests in the Balkan states ; l 

(4) The power of Turkey could not be maintained ; 

(5) Sultan’s ill-treatment of his subjects : 4* 

(6) To give rise to the complicated problems in future ; 

(7) Division of Europe into two camps ; 

(8) This Treaty was a cause of the 1912 Sc 1913 Balkan wars and First. 
World War of 1914 A.D. 

Eastern Qnestion from 1778 to 1908 A.D. 

Q. 2. Trace in outline the different phases of the Eastern Question 
from 1778 to *908 A.D. 

Ans. The Treaty of Berlin could not bring peace to the Balkan, 
States as it could not fulfil the ambitions of various nations and so 
uncertainty continued to be there. 

1 Bulgaria —By the Treaty of San Stefano, the vast Bulgarian, 
empire was formed by uniting Bulgaria and Rumelia but they were 
again separated by the Treaty of Berlin. In 1879 A.D., Alexander of' 
Battenberg was made the ruler of Bulgaria. He was very brave, bold, 
w.se and an able ruler. He had an inclination towards Russia. He gave- . 

all the rights of citizenship to the Russians living in Bulgaria and ap 
pointed them on high posts. The Bulgarians took it ill and the condition 
started deteriorating there. In 1881. Alexander HI became the ruler 
in Bulgaria. 

In 1885, Bulgaria and Rumelia were united into one empire. 
England recognised it and Austria showed her sympathy. Russia, who 
was the supporter of Bulgaria formerly, became its great opponent. 

The Russian revolutionaries surrounded the emperor in his place and 
compelled him to resign. After that, he was allowed to go to Austria. 

He came back to Bulgaria from there. At this time, the condition 
became very critical there. The Bulgarians were divided into two 
groups. One group was the supporter of Russia and it was of the 
opinion that a person recognised by Russia should be made ruler of 
Bulgaria. The other group was not ready to accept it. Its views 
were that *' Bulgaria is for Bulgarians". The leader of this group, Stam- 
bolov was a very able person. His efforts resulted in selecting Prince 
Ferdinand of Saxcoburg in July, 1<87 A.D. but Russia was not ready 
to recognise it. But England, Itlay and Austria supported him. Austria 
got ready for war against Russia. Russia made it clear that if some other 4 
person was made the king of that place, she would not interfere in the 
internal affairs of Bulgaria. Austria and other powers were not ready to 
agree to this proposal. Ferdinand, however, remained the ruler of Bulgaria* 
and Russia was unable to unseat him. By. 1896, the great powers of 
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Eu'ooe cave recognition to Ferdinand and Russia could not do any 
thine The unity of Bulgaria was strengthened by the efforts of 
Stambulov and Ferdinand whereby Bulgaria became a prosperous 
country After that, the relations between Russia and Bulgaria started 
becoming better. In 1898 A.D., the king and the queen of Bulgaria 
visited Russia and their visit brought both the countries nearer. Fer¬ 
dinand ruled upto 1918 A.D. Bulgaria took part in both the Balkan 

"Wars (1912—13). 

2 The Problem of Armenia— According to the Treaty of Berlin, 
the Sultan of Turkey gave a word to treat his Christian subjects better 
but Sultan Abdul Hamid II, disregarding it, perpetrated atrocities on 
the Christians of Armenia. His policy towards the Christians has been 
described in the following words— 

“ The only way to get rid of the Armenian question is to get rid of the 
Armenians 

In 1895 A.D., about 50 thousand Armenians were put to death. 

In 1896 A.D., in Constantinople alone about six thousand Armemians 
were done to death in 24 hours. These massacres stirred the whole 
of Europe but even then Russia, Germany and) Austria-Hungary did 
not interfere into it. England al<o did not do anything to solve this 
problem as she did not like to indulge in any conflict on the Armenian 
problem. Thus, the Christians in Armenia remained repressed under 
the atrocious rule of the Sultan. 

3. Greece and the Eastern Question —Greece did not gain anything 
as a result of the Treaty of Berlin which resulted in the increase of 
bitterness between Greece and Turkey. In 1881 A.D., Turkey ceded J 
of Epirus and a great portion of Thessaly to Greece under persuaion 
from the British Prime Minister, Gladstone. But Greece wanted to 
acquire Crete as it was largely inhabited by the Greeks. The union of 
Bulgiria and Rdmelia gave an incentive to the national movement in 
Crete and the Greeks there revolted against Turkey. It resulted in the 
Greeco-Turkish War in 1897 A.D. on the question of Crete. Turkey 
defeated Greece and, consequently, Greece was made to return Thessaly 
to Turkey. Crete gained only nominal freedom under Turkish rule. In 
1905 A.D , the Cretans flared the flame of rebellion for their union 
with Greece but their efforts proved to be unsuccessful. At last, after the 
Balkan Wars (1912-13), Crete was united with Greece in 1913 A D. 

4 Rumania —Six years after the Crimean War i.e.> in 1862 A.D., 
Moldavia and Wallachia were united into a new state of Rumania. 
Prince Charles I of Germany was made the ruler of Rumania in 1866 
A.D. He ruled there upto 1914 A D. During his reign, Rumania gained 
freedom in the Congress of Berlin (1878 A D.) and she was recognised as 
a free kingdom in 1881 A.D. A large number of Rumanians also inhabit¬ 
ed Bessarabia under Russia and Bukovina under Austria. A struggle 
lasted for a long time among Turkey, Russia and Austria to establish 
their influence in Rumania. 
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The nationalists in Rumania wanted its unification hnt tuu 
deeper internal differences. Charles I was incI ncd towarH, ^ 

He started his efforts to gain back the provTnce of , USt "f, 

the help of Austria. In 1883 A. D„ Austria entered into a treaty w! 
Rumania and the German influence started increasing there R.^Tni 
started organising a strong army with foreign assistance a „ 
progress was also made in the sphere of agriculture A g , 

and industries. In 1907 A.D., however, ^e^ames^^ revoft^flirl-H 6 ^ 
forciWy Ult ° f bad C °' ldlt,Cm ° f thC farmers but the army repressed “i 

Ik Montenegro-The Serb kingdom of Montenegro was situate, 
near the Adriatic Sea. The Congress of Berlin recoenised it xi* u , 

I ruled there from 1860 to 1918 A D He was inclined * 

and kept friendly relations wit her He waSfed 7' , S „ t RUS ,L' 

Serbs under his leadership. He introduced a new constitution 1 
Montenegro. Montenegro took a great part in the Balkan Wars c 

~ . 6 *. f er ^ la ~J^ e Congress of Berlin accepted the freedom nf th 

mutual differences of Karageorge and Obreno^ sU* 

opposed the union of Bulgaria and Rumelia in 1885 A D and starr/n 
war against them but she was defeated Austria h,H fci ! ta I te 2 

significantly during the course of this war Thus Serbfa d remind Ssr 1' 

the influence of Austria from 1885 to 1907 A n n, ; , UQd{ 

the Obrenovic King Alexander II ruled there mg thlS penoc 

Alexander II was an autocratic ruler. People became sinlr k 
his queen Kiraga Masin and his officials Thtn™, ! j “ of , h ! rn 

the king and the queen in 1903 A.D. After thaPpetfr I of^he p i 6 
dynasty became the ruler there The influence nfth Ak 1 f - h ? Pete 
ended for ever and it also ended , the 9. brenovlc d y nast 

■dynasties. Peter was greatly inclined toward^ U Russia 

the influence of Austria-Hungary iu Serbia AnS w ThiS decrease< 

Bosnia and Herzegovina into her kingdom fn 19of 
fact increased the enmity between Austria and Serb;, Tl ,. d thls ver - 

Jed to the First World War in 1914 A. D “ S b Th,S Very caus< 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Eastern Question from 1878 to 1908 A D 

Ba ,T 1 ?r (l) S ' P ^ a,i0a ° f B “ Igaria aQd R^elia by (he Treaty of Berlin 

(2) Union of Bulgaria aad Rumelia io 1885 A.D 

(3) Two opponent groups in Bulgaria. 

(4) Ferdinand became ruler in 1885 a n • «. ■ 

recognition by other European powers. A,D * * opposition by Russia bu 

$ issst^sr " ■“ 

<^istia^bjecu b b^the^SultM? latl °^ ° f 1110 promise to be “er the lot of hi; 

(2). Atrocities on the Christians by Sultan ahh„i 
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(3) Non-interference by Russia, Germany and Austria. 

(4) England alone could not do anything. 

Greece—(1) Gained nothing by the Treaty of Berlin. 

(2) Possession of Thessaly in 1831 A.D. 

(3) Efforts to capture Crete and war with Turkey ; defeat in the war and',. 
>, made tc cede Thessaly to Turkey. 

(4) Union of Crete with Greece after the Balkan Wars. 

Romania— 1. Establishment of the new state of Rumania in 1862 A.D. 

(2) Rule of Gennany*s Charles 1 from 1866 to 1914 A.D. 

(3) Freedom in 1878 A.D., and recognition as a state in 1881 A.D. 

(4) Efforts for unification. 

(5) Treaty with Austria in 1883 A.D. 

(6) Increase in German influence. 

Montenegro—(1) Recognition to the Serb Kingdom of Montenegro by the. 
rlin Congress. 

(2) Rtile of Nicholas I from 1860 to 1918 A.D. 

(3) Inclination towards Russia. 

(4) Part in the Balkan Wars. 

Serbia—(1) Recognition of freedom by the Berlin Congress. 

(2) Unrest and lawlessness due to the enmity of Karageorge and Obrenovic 
nasties. 

(3) Defeat in the war with Bulgaria in 1885 A.D. 

(4) Austrian hold from 1884 to 1903 A.D. 

(5) Peter’s becoming the ruler by the revolution of 1903 A.D. and end to th& 
iflict between the two dynasties. 

(6) Enmity with Austria. 

V.7) Cause leading to the First World War. 

Young Turk Revolution of 1908-09 A.D. 

Q. Give a critical account of the Young Turk Revolution oF 
‘08-09 A.D. 

Or 

Give a brief description of the rise of the party of Young Turks 
id mention the part played by them in the history of their country. 

Ans. Abdul Hamid became the Sultan of Turkey in 1873 A.D. He 
troduced a liberal constitution in Turkey initially, but later on he sus- 
mded it after only three years. The Turkish people became sick of his 
itocratic rule. Unrest prevailed among the Christian subjects of 
urkey. It resulted in a peaceful revolution which is called ‘‘The 
oung Turk Revolution” in history. 

X. Causes of the Young Turk Revolution. Following were the 
;uses of this revolution : — 

(1) Sultan Abdul Hamid introduced a liberal constitution in 
jrkey in the beginning but he suspended it later on and adopted a 
actionary policy. People became sick of the autocratic and absolute 
le of the Sultan and were bent upon ending it. 

(2) The youngmen of Turkey gained revolutionary ideas 
der the influence of western education. They wanted to establish, 
liberal and constitutional rule in place of the autocratic and absolute 
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s™«ch Ind w y ork, etc 1 ^ PerS ° n “““ gain «>e freedom of press, 

natio^ b/m, reducing a° number"'^ refoTm^ i pr ° s P— 

become a powerful nation inThe world and «i„ K ,hat J urke y coulc 
international sphere. d n ^ er r, ght place in the 

the Treaty of^Berhn 'and^thTs^"afTec^L'ci h P ° SSe , ssed *?y her according to 
sphere. The Sultan levied m7nv t»„ , h =r adversely m the economic 
■unrest among his subjects. ^ ° n P u ^ l,c which increased 

W as ( vlry T crit“a n | di, The 0fm f ny S - 3teS in ,he Ba| kan S under Turkey 
national^eeling C amonI h t e he SU ' tan gave rise to 

and Serbia etc. who ultimately Bulgaria .^ uraan,a » Montenegro 
national movement also affected 7 aS A t ^ eir ■ dependence. The 
started efforts for becoming free ' A ' bania etC ‘ and the y 100 

in Turkey foZvingX 6 we^nl« Tbll* f‘° 'T™*" their influence 

groups by alliances to achieve their Ind, Th“ thl : ir ° wn different 
■danger to the peace of the empire. d ThlS grou P ,sm was a groat 

roove 2 menMo™nd°t f he t \utocta7r nti0 V T h e 1 Turkish y° uth started a 

««*« • ~»."tota.7S“,hr ° f “* Sult.o by 
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On 3rd July, 1908, the leader of the revolutionaries, Niazi B«Y* 

started the revolt against the Sultan. Many more 
under the leadership of another leader, Enwer Bey, also joined with 
them. On July 23. 1908 AD, they promulgated the ConstitutMO 
jf 1876 AD. which had been suspended by the Sultan after us- 
iromulgation in 1876. They challenged the Sultan that either he 
hould surrerder or they would march on Slamboul. The Sultan was- 
orced to promulgate again the Constitution of 1876 A.D. and to 
ccept the control of the revolutionaries. He made a declaration lor 
eligious freedom. He withdrew all the restrictions imposed on tho 
•ress and removed the spies. Hazen has said 

“This revolution, completely successful and almost bloodless, was 
?ceived with incredible enthusiasm throughout the entire breadth of Sultan & 


ominions .” 

The Sultan appointed Kamal Pasha as his Vazir or Prime Minister 
nd other ministers were appointed in consultation with the Young 
urk Party. 

3. Fall of the Sultan-Differences came up between Kamal* 
'asha and the revolutionary leader, Enver. The Sultan tried to take- 
dvantage of this opportunity. He reverted to the same position or 
tate of affairs by withdrawing the declaration of 1908 A.D. The 
evolutionaries attacked Constantinople and captured it and got 
iassed from the parliament a resolution for the deposition of the 
iultan. Accordingly, Sultan Abdul Hamid was deposed and his 
»rother Mohammad V was made the Sultan of Turkey. He ruled 
inder the guidance of the Young Turk Party from 1908 to 1918 A.D. r 
Imost as an/autOQrat^) 

4. Policy of the Young Turk Party—The hopes created by the fair 
»f Abdul Himid were, however, not fulfilled. People could not live in 
Deace and remained crushed under the dictatorship of the Young 
rurk Party. They followed the policy of Turkification under the garb 
)f constitutional principles. They wanted to forcibly Turkify the 
lon-Turks. 


(1) This party declared the Turkish language as the national 
anguage of the empire. (2) Same system of eduaction was introduced 
hroughout the empire and the national schools were set-up No 
ittention was paid to the languages and education of the non-Turks. 
3) Special efforts were made to spread the Turkish culture and civi- 
ization. 

This policy resulted in the flaring up of the flames of revolt in 
Macedonia, Armenia and Albania etc. and unrest spread there 
Decause the Christians in Europe and the Arabs in Asia did not see 
;ye to eye with the policy of the Young Turk Party. This party 
epressed the revolts of the non-Turks and cruelly persecuted them, 
rhus, the non-Turks remained badly crushed under the dictatorial 
Dolicy of the Young Turk Party in place of the Sultan’s autocratic 

ule. 

5. Results of the Young Turk Revolution-This revolution has a 
pecial importance in history. Hazen has aptly said 
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histori.y ReVOlUti0n prOVed ‘° t* the most f' a *emil movement in modern 
Following were its chief results : — 

(1) This movement gave a new impetus to the Eastern Ouestion 
New consciousness grew and the spirit of nationalism^ sained 
incentive. Small kingdoms started efforts to achieve their indepen- 
a r? Bulgaria proclaimed her independence on October 15 1908 
^?’tj 0d October 6, 1908, Austria annexed the provinces of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina into her empire. Crete became eager to un 
with Greece. Ketelbey has said — 

, , “ Th ? ‘X°img Turk' Revolution of 1908 A.D. introduced a new 
factor into the Eastern Question and confounded diplomatic calculation 

p). I he , Young Turk Party tried to Turkify the non-Turkish 

P in ThlS rCS ]P e . d u iD the flaring U P of tbe flames °f revolt 

in Macedonia, Armenia and Albania etc. 

k »k (3 v Taki " 8 advantage of the difficulties of the Sultan created 
TripoU 7n°AffcJ ReVoIutl0n . Ita '> ™P‘ured the Turkish territory of 

increasina^nfl^^Tr '“a Balkans farther deteriorated. The 
growing weakness of Turk ey wa^intolerabI e B for^erb'a'^ f ° the 

The S^bihtlrof thewt r *°° k A”" fdt 

1912-U A D’and tho liA d k- A 016 • beg,nn,ng of the Balkan Wars in 

^ W-Sfw^ CaUS£d ‘ hC 

and GermtmfinUrxi^UedwUhsiKcess'—for ft wasT^^^Z 

EuroDe in an irrimt*A succes s Jor It was her victory in an alarmed 

u^for'a'fufure conflagration*.'' " UUMHed Serbia > Wa ° the fue, heaped 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Young Turk Revolution 1908 A.D. 

I. Causes—(1) Autocratic rule of the Sultan. 


( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 


2 . 


Effect of the western education on the Young Turks. 
Desire among the youth. 

Bad economic condition of Turkey. 

Spirit of Nationalism among the Balkan states. 
Groupism among the European powers. 


Coarse of the RevoIatlon-(l) Establishment of tbe ‘Party of 
Progress, by the youth ; Salonika was their cenlre. V. 

(2) Leadership of Kamal Pasha. _r ~ . “ 

(3) Formation of secret committees. ^ ' 


Union and 
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(4) Support of public »od army. 

(5) Promulgation of the liberal constitution of 1876 A.D. on July 23, 1908 

A.D. 

(6) Approval by the Sultan. 

(7) Success and reforms of the revolutionaries. 

3 . Fall of the Suited— (1) Differences among the revolutionaries. 

(2) Reinstatement of the old state by the Sultan. 

(3) Possession of Constantinople by the revolutionaries and Mohammed 
V. the brother of Abdul Hamid, became the Sultan in his place. 

4 Policy of the Young Turk Party—The spread of Turkism under cover of 

dictatorial administration of the party from 1909 to 1918 A.D 

(1) Turkish laaguage as the national language. 

(2) Uniform educational system. 

(3) Spread of Turkish culture and civilization. 

(4) Revolt by the non-Turkish nations. 

(5) Repression of these revolts. 

5. Results of Young Turk Revolution— fl) A new impetus to the Eastern Question 
and stimulus to nationalism, Bulgarian freedom and the possession of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina by Austria. 

(2) Imposition of Turkish culture on the Non-Turkish people. 

(3) Italian possession of Tripoli. 

(4) The Balkan Wars. 

The Balkan Wars 

Q. 4. GWe an account of the obstacles to the formation of a union 
among, the Christian states of the Balkan Peninsula. How, and to what 

extent were these obstacles overcome before the First Balkan War 7 

% 

Or 

8^* Give a brief account of the First and Second Balkan War. 
What were the results of these wars ? (Important) 

Ans. Union of the Balkan States— Many small states were 
established in the Balkan peninsula by the Treaty of Berlin. The 
states were formed in such a way that it gave rise to the unrest in the 

states. These states tried for the formation of their union but failed. 

% 

(1) Difficulties— Following hurdles stood in the way of forming 
the union : — 

(/) The Serbians were greatly interested in the organisation of 
the Serbs as a race hut Bulgaria dashed all their hopes to ground 
in 1885 A.D. Bulgaria and Rumelia were separated by the Treaty of 
Berlin. In 1885 A.D., Bulgaria annexed the Eastern Rumelia. It 
resulted in a war between the two. This created a great hurdle in the 
formation of a union. 
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(it) The Greeks were greatly eager for the formation of the union, 
he Greek Prime Minister Trikopitch made efforts to patch up the 
fferences between Bulgaria and Serbia for the formation of the 
aion, but he failed. 

(Hi) Greece, Serbia and Bulgaria etc. all wanted to annex the 
urkish possession of Macedonia into their own territories. This 
reated a conflict among themselves and proved to be a hurdle in the 
:>rmation of a union. 


(/v) The European powers such as Russia, Austria and Germany 
tc. wanted to establish their influence in the Balkan states. It gave 
ise to mutual conflict and opposition. Their opposition also proved 
o be very harmful in the formation of a i/nion. 

(2) Circumstances leading towards Union —-The Young Turk policy 
>f Turkification and atrocities over the Christians and the spread of 
western education in the Balkan States gave an incentive to the spirit 
>f nationalism and unity over there and greatly strengthened them. In 
910, the jubilee of Montenegro’s ruler, Peter, was celebrated. Bulgaria, 
iJreece and Serbia also took part in it. This provided them a good 
opportunity to come nearer to one another and to better their relations. 
Hie Turko-Italian War (1911-12) also created a new spirit in them, 
f ulgaria and Serbia also solved their mutual conflicts regarding the 
Macedonian problem. Greece and Bulgaria also settled their pro- 
>lem over Crete. Under these circumstances, the Greek Prime 
, vlinister Venizelos formed the ‘Balkan League’ by uniting Greece, 
Bulgaria and Serbia and Montenegro also joined them later on. 


2. The First Balkan War, 1912 A.D. 

Causes— First Balkan War was fought in 1912 A.D. Following 
were its causes : — 

Macedonia was under the sway of Turkey. The Young 
rune Psny tried to force their culture on the Christians of Macedonia 
and committed many atrocities over them. This cruel persecution 
provoked the feeling of revenge among the people of Greece, Bulgaria 
and Serbia. 

(if) Greece and Serbia were not so eager to save the Macedonian 
Christians from the atrocious treatment meted out to them as they were 
interested in the division of Macedonia. Under these circumstances, 
there was no way out except war. 

(Hi) Different countries in the Balkan peninsula wanted to take 
advantage of the weakness of Turkey and also wanted to end the 
Turkish empire in Europe. 

(/v) Italy and Turkey fought a war in 1911-12 A. D. The Italian 
victory produced a new spirit among the Balkan States. In order to 
achieve their ends, they formed the Balkan League and declared war 
against Turkey, 
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Events— The member countries of the Balkan League demanded 
the redress of the grievances of the Christians in Turkey. At 
Turkey did not pay any heed to it, they declared war against her. 
They lanuched attacks on Turkey from four sides. The Bulgarian 
army gained victory in many battles and reached upto Adrianople. 
The Greeks entered Macedonia and took possession of Salonica. The 
Serbian army reached upto Albania. Turkey could save only 
Constantinople, Adrianople, Zanina and Scutari. Her armed forces 
were crippled. Under these circumstances, the talks started fora 
treaty but it could not prove successful as Turkey did not want to 
part with Adrianople. 

Under these circumstances, the war started again. Turkey was 
defeated badly and had to cede most of her territories in Europe. 
She was left only with Constantinople in Europe. She was compelled 
to beg for a treaty. 

Treaty of London — The First Balkan War came to an end on 
May 30, 1913 A.D. by the Treaty of London. Following were the 
main terms of the treaty : — 

(/) Turkey had to cede all her territories, except Constantinople 
in Europe. 

(//.) The autonomous state of Albania was set-up. 

(Hi) Crete was united with Greece. 

% 

(iv) Turkish sovereignty over Macedonia and the Aegean Sea 
islands came to an end. 

(v) A line from Enos in the Aegean sea to Midia in the Black. 
Sea was drawn up to fix-up the new territorial boundaries. All the 
states except Albania, to the west of this line, were distributed among 
the Allies. 

This treaty was greatly harmful and disgraceful for Turkey and 
her influence and dominions in Europe had shrunk almost to the 
vanishing point. Hazen has said in this respect — 

“ The Sultan s dominions in Europe had shrunk nearly to the vanish¬ 
ing point after five centuries of proud possession. He found himself 
almost expelled from Europe. retaining still Constantinople and only 
enough territory round about to protect it. The great achievement was 
the work of four Balkan States , united as one in the common work of 
liberation. Eu: ope felt relieved , however , that so considerable a change 
nr this in the map of the Balkan Peninsula had been affected without 
involving the Great Powers in War." 

3. The Second Balkan War, 1913 A.D. 

Causes— The Treaty of London did not prove to be permanent and 
the Second Balkan War started in 1913. Differences came up between 
Serbia and Bulgaria on the divison of Macedonia. Rumania also 
demanded many parts in the North East of Bulgaria. So, Bulgaria 
declared war against Serbia Finding it a good opportunity to take 
the revenge of her defeat, Turkey also attacked Bulgaria. 
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Events— Bulgaria was alone in thfe war and she- was to fight 
against Turkey and other Balkan States. She alone could not continue 
the war for a longer period and she was compelled to go in lor a 

treaty in 1913. 

Treaty of Bucharest-By this Treaty, Serbia got the northern 
and middle parts of Macedonia. Greece got the southern part of 
Macedonia. The port of Salonica was situated in this part. Rumania 
got the part according to her wish. Bulgaria was left only with the 
Eastern Macedonia and some parts of Thrace. Turkey also recovered 
the greater part of her territories including Adnanople which she had 
lost in the First Balkan War. 

Thus we find that the Second Balkan War proved greatly harmful 
and disgraceful for Bulgaria. According to Hazen - 

“The year 1913 A.D. will remain a bitter memory in the the minds 
.of all Bulgarians .” 

4. Results of the Balkan Wars. 

(1) The Turkish dominions and population were greatly reduced 

as a result of the Balkan Wars. Turkey was no more a power in 
Europe. She was left with Constantinople, Adrianople and the 
territories between the two. Turkey lost 5/6 of her land and 2/3 oi 
her population. Turkish empire was virtually dismembered. That is 
why it has been said— * 

“ The Balkan wars solved the near Eastern Question . So far Turkey was 
. concerned , her territory in Europe was virtually dismembered. But they 
left behind a legacy of hatred and distrust which was to have momentuous 
consequences. The Balkan wars produced several crisis which threatened 
the peace of Europe." 

(2) Territorially, the final results of the Balkan Wars were the 
practical extinction of the Turkish Empire in Europe and the enlarge¬ 
ment of the Christian kingdoms in the Balkan Peninsula. 

(3) Bulgaria gained a few territories as a result of the First 
Balkan War but she had to lose them as a result of the Second Balkan 
War. 

(4) The Second Balkan war brought an end to the Balkan League 
and it increased their mutual differences and conflicts. Bulgaria had 
not only to cede some parts of her empire but she was also degraded. 
She wanted to take revenge of her defeat and insult dfcenever the 
opportunity arose. She wanted to avenge on Greece,i^Jimania and 
Serbia etc. 

(5) Estrangement of relations also grew between Austria and Serbia. 
Austria annexed Bosnia an,d Herzegovina into her empire which was 
intolerable for Serbia. Austria could not get an approach to the Aegean 
Sea as a result of the wctory of Serbia and Greece in the Second 
Balkan War. Besides, 40he Austrian-Serbs were also becoming very 
turbulent and were waiting for the day when Serbia would liberate 

7 them from Austrian clutches. 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 
The Balkan Wars, 1912-13 A.D. 

1. League of the Balkan State! « 41 
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(2) Failure of Greek efforts. 
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O) Decision of Macedonia q^.oT ° f Pe ‘ er ’ the rUler of Montenegro. 

4, Possession of Tripoli by Italy. 

Venizelos, the* of Baikan State, by the effort, „ f 

2. First Baikan War-1912 A.D. 

Turkish atrocities ^Macedonia.' 0 Serbia . Bulgaria and Greece etc. as a result of 

& D:i- r :^t;tr f ? cedoniain,heBa,kan 

^ re - 
s sr^sr.■»^_ 

( ) Tuikey defeated and the treaty. 

Turkey cedSd man°y u^ritorie^fn^o^T Ba,kan War endcd with «M» treaty and 

3. Second Balkan War, 1913 A.D. 

of Macedonia and t^^^stMted. 011 SCrbia a ° d Bu,garia increased on the division 



78 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 


Events—Most of the Balkan states allied with Serbia and so Bulgaria was 
defeated an^ had to sign the Treaty of Bucharest. 

(2) Increase in the territorial limits and population of the Balkan states. 

(3) Loss to Bulgaria. 

(4) End of the Balkan League and differences among these countries. 

(5) Rivalry between Austria and Serbia. 

(6) Balkan was were prelude to the First World War. 

• 

University and other Important Questions 

1. Give a critical account of the Treaty of Berlin of 1878. 

2. “The Treaty of Berlin had in it the seeds of the Great War 
of 1914.” Examine the validity and implications of the 
statement. 

3. “Out of Disraeli’s Policy at the Congress of Berlin, arose most 
of the causes of the Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913 and of 
the Great War of 1914.” Discuss this Statement. 

4. Explain the obstacles in the formation of a union among 
the Christian states of Balkan Peninsula at the beginning 
of the present century. How and to what extent were the 
difficulties overcome on the eve of the First Balkan War of 
1912 ? 

5. What were the provisions of the Treaty of Berlin of 1878 ? 

Discuss their importance. (A.U. 1967) 

6. Trace briefly the main phases of the Eastern Question from 

1857 to 1878. (D U. 1963) 

% 

7. Briefly review the attempts to solve the Eastern Question 

during the period of 1858 to 1878. (D.U. 1963) 

8. “Peace with honour.” Is this a proper description of the 

work of the Congress of Berlin (1878) ? (D.U. 1964) 

9. What was the settlement arrived at the Berlin Congress, 

1878 and with what results ? (D.U. 1964) 

10. Assess the importance of the Treaty of Berlin in the history 

of Europe. (A U. 1966) 

11. Describe briefly the important phases in Eastern Question 

in the 19th century. (D.U. 1966) 

12. “The Treaty of Berlin (1878) was a compromise.” Explain. 

(D.U. 1969) 

13. What were the main provisions of the Treaty of Berlin ? 

Did the treaty satisfy the political aspirations of Balkan 
nations ? (D.U. 1970) 
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14. 


15. 


16 


17 . 

18. 


19. 


20 . 


21 . 

22 . 


- p- 

Wha* were the causes and effects of First and^nifiaiktn 

?878 USS th£ eVeDtS 3Dd dip,omacy of Eastern Q^tbJlSVS- 

‘why f were ** 

what results 9 y he changes made and with 

ImHS—‘ as==sss£: 

Briefly describe the main trends of Balkan nolitirs ^ a^^ 

proceeding the First World War. P ,p£ T^n 

Discuss the causes, course and results of the Balkan Wars, 

(Pb. B. A. 1972) 
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1. Socialism 

Q. 1. What do you understand by Socialism or the Socialistic 
Movement ? What are its main principles or characteristics ? Describe 
the gridoal development in the changing conception of Socialism. 

Or 

Give a brief account of the views of various exponents of socialism ? 

Or * 

Give a brief description of the main principles and teachings of 
Karl Marx. What was the influence of his teachings ? 

Ans. What is Socialism ? Rise of Socialism is a strange event 
in the history of mankind and it has a special importance in history. 
It-is difficult to define Socialism as much has been written about it 
in literature and different writers have defined it differentely taking into 
consideration its different aspects. 

Socialism wants to establish a classless society where all should 
be united on the basis ot equality and brotherhood. Socialism wants 
to Lave such control on the means of production and capital which 
may provide the same and equal opportunities to all classes of the 
society and which may bring an end to all the existing differences 
between the poor and the rich. Ramsay Macdonald has defined it as— 

“iVu better definition of Socialism can be given in general terms 
that it aims at the organisation of the material economic forces of society' 
and their control by the human forces." 

Bertrand Russel has defined ‘Socialism' as follows— 

“/ think we come nearest to the essence of Socialism by defining it : 
as the advocacy of communal ownership of land property" 
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2. Characteristics of Socialism— Folic wing are the main elemen 
and characteristcis of Socialism • 


(1) Socialism pays more importance to society than to individua 
It lays more stress on the interests of society rather than of ti 
individual. In Socialism, the interests of the society are supreme. 

(2) Socialism wants to bring an end to capitalism as capitalist 
the foremost and the real enemy of the labour. 

(3) Socialism is against competition among the producers as 
results in economic loss. On the other hand, the competition amon 
the rich and the poor means nothing. 


(4) Laveleye has said that "Every socialistic doctrine aims a 
introducing greater equality into social conditions . Socialism is a, 
equaliser and leveller.*' 


(5) Socialism wants to end private property. It wants tha 
the whole society should have common control over land and othe 
means of production. 


(6) There should be state control over all the units ofproductiot 
and they should be nationalised. 

(7) The national wealth should be divided in a right and iusi 
manner so as to fill the gap between the rich and the poor. 


3 Causes of the Rise of Socialism-The artisans had complete 
control over their surroundings and production before the Industrial 

fn e ^ U io°rH T ? ey h ? d the free dom of vocation. They led an easy life 
In the 19th century, large factories and many industrial towns grew un 

in Europe as a result of the Industrial Resolution Many Iatourer^ 

were rendered unemployed and they had to go to the town^for ^tting 


lived’in'^and din°g f y h^set which W3S ■ satisfact ° ry - They 

Thevhadto wnrlrT g r y a . which were injurious to their health. 

The women and rhi!dr<>n , Qn ^ r penod anc * were paid low wages. 

had 7o w k L a t .u egan IO bC em P. ,oyed as workers. They 

It resulted in the rail Af ,hey ™ c . re paid * ess in com Parison with men. 
it resulted in the rail of their social and moral standards. 

resul^nt-^.h^T^ l0S - , co " tro1 over labour, capital and tools a* a 

two clasps The UStna • £VO ti0n - The socie,y was divided into 

wererich'■lid bad atfi'h ‘ S r S ? ere * he owners of ' the factories. They 

o"L labourers wh ,l \ ^ ° f life ' The <^r class consisted 

be produced b h WOrk ? d day and night so that wealth should 

capitalists exo^ier/df 1 ^ ,hey themselves remained poor. The 

capitalists exploited the labourers in all manners. 

of lMne\^ri°?i S h > /.! boU . ! u lt can ? e h* 10 being to raise the standard 
8 better the social and economic conditions of the 
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labourers. Socialism was one of these schools of thought. The main 
objective of Socialism was lo set-up a new form of society with social 
control over the means of production and distribution of wealth on 
t^e basis of equality and justice. This new movement was known as 
Socialism. It was a struggle against capitalism. 

4. Socialistic Parties—The Socialists do not see an eye to eye 
with one another as regards the means to achieve their ends. They are 
divided into many parties in this respect and the Collectivists, the 
Syndicalists, the Anarchists and the Communists are the main parties 
among them. 1 The Collectivists are of the view that there should be 
complete control of the state over all the means of production. They 
also favour constitutional methods to achieve their objectives. 

(2) The Syndicalists favour the control of the labour unions 
over the means of production. They do not hesitate indulging in 
strikes and violent measures to achieve their ends. 

(3) The Anarchists are the followers of this principle that there 
should be equal hold of all over the means of production and the 
profit should be equally divided among all. Hayes has remarked 
regarding their principle- 

“According to Anarchists , all things are to be shared equally among 
the whole population." 

The Anarchists believed in the revolutionary means. 

(4) The Communists believe in the control of all the means of 
production by graups of people. The Communists also believe io 
struggling and the revolutionary means like the Anarchists. 

5. Gradual Development of Socialism and its Exponents—The 

views of the different exponents of Socialism are given below : — 

(1) Robert Owen. (1771-1851)—Robert Owen belonged to 

Wales. In the beginning, he worked in a factory and after that he 

became the manager of a factory at the age of 19. He was the first 
man who worked to improve the condition of the labourers and to 
spread the principles of Socialism. He is known as the “Father of the 
British Socialism ". He gave his views in a book entitled "New 

View of Society". He took many important steps to improve the 

condition of the workers in his factory. He arranged for good and 
well ventilated and airy houses for them. He lessened the hours of 
work. He made arrangements for their education. Co-operative 
stores were opened and things at cheap rates were provided to them. 
He laid stress on this thing that all industries should have co¬ 
operative basis. He laid a high aim before the factory owners and 
showed the right path to the labourers. So it has been rightly said — 

‘‘The name of Owen is closely connected with all the steps towards 
great progress , with all social reform movements in England and all 
legislation in the interests of the working classes.' 9 
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(2) St. Simjrt {1760-1825)— St. Simon was the ‘father of 
Socialism* in France. He was a feudatory prince. He took part in the 
American .v ar of Independence under the leadership of Washington 
After that he cams back to France. He left the military life after 
becoming sick of it and spent his remaining life in the service of the 
masses. He increased his knowledge in the company of philosophers 
and the scientists. He was of the view that the society should be 
organised on the co-operative principle. He held this opinion that 
the society and the social institutions should be reformed so that a 
great number of the poor should be benefitted and they should be 
able to progress physically and morally. He supported the view 
of co-operation between the capitalists and the labourers. He said 
that equality should not form the basis of wages. It should be the 
ability and competence that should count in this respect. His views 
gave a new impetus to the Communists. He made efforts for the 
formation of such a society which should provide opportunity to all 
the members for the development of their individuality. He used to 
say — 


, „ summary of my life's work is to give all members of society the 

fullest latitude for the development of their faculties .** 


f3) Charles Fourier {1772-1837 )—He was another Socialist leader 
°r France. He opposed the social, economic, political and moral 
vices of people. He was the supporter of the co-operative movement 
He was of the view that society should be organised on the basis of 
co-operative committees and each committee should consist of 1 620 
members He opposed groupism, religion and the mutual conflict 
among the people as well as among the countries. He was not in 
favour of abolishing the institution of private property. He was of the 
view that the organisation of industries should be such that the 
labourers should be able to select the occupation of their choice. 


• b° U } S B °c nc J l8]1 ‘ 1882 ) -Louis Blanc was yet another famous 

Tfh 1 c ead r r Fran . ce * His efforts helped a lot in the formation 
ot the Socialist Party in France. He took an important part in the 

Revolutions of 1830 A. D and 1848 A. D. He made the laboured 

of France realise that there were many defects in the economic set-up 

of France. He was of the view that every person had a right to 
work and that it was the duty cf the state to provide work fof him 
State should own all the industries. It is the duty of the government 
that sne should set-up her own factories, the labourers should manage 
them and they should distribute the profits among themselves This 

will bring an end to capitalism and the labourers will get the reward 

of their labour. He believed m democracy and wanted to establish a 

new society on the basis of Socialism. n d 


(5) Carlyle -Carlyle was a famous Socialist of England and * 
supporter of political rights of the labourers. He led the Chartist 
Movement of the labourers for this very purpose. He was a staunch 


: 



84 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 


opponent of capitalism. Ho was of the view that the labourers 'should, 
have tbe right to vote because there was no possibility of social and 
economic progress without political progress. 

(6) Karl Marx (1818-1883 )—Karl Marx has attained the most 
important place in the history of Socialism. He was born in a Jew 
family of Germany. He was educated in Bonn and Berlin Universities. 
He was a great scholar of History, Economics, Philosophy and Law. 
The economic conception of History of Hegel, a German, 
scholar, had a great effect upon him. He wanted to become a teacher 
but circumstances made him an editor. From the beginning, he was- 
liberal and be remained tbe editor of a liberal newspaper. Government 
imposed restrictions upon it as there was a danger of the spread of 
revolutionary ideas through it. ^ 


In 1844 A. D., he went to France from Germany. There h^ 
met another famous Socialist, Dr. Engels. Soon, they both joined 
hands to work for the spread of Socialism. Engels gave co-operation 
to Karl Marx upto 1883 A.D. In 1843. A.D., they made revolutionary 
speeches and so both of them were turned out of France and then 
they went to Brussels. There Karl Marx prepared a Charter of 
Demands or Manifesto for the German Communist League of 
Paris in 1847 a.D. He greatly condemned capitalism in it and 
put up demands for the welfare of the labourers. After that Karl 
Marx returned to Germany. But in 1848 A. D., he was again turned 

out of the country. At last, he accompanied Engels to England and 
spent the remaining period of life there. * 

• Tickings of Karl' Marx— -Karl Marx has ascertained his principles- 

in his famous book ‘Das Kapual'. ft has been translated into many 

languages of the world, it has attained the same place in the h“tory 

of socialism as has been attained by the Bible among the Christians 
His main teachings are as follows ‘ 

(1) Changes take place in the social institutions as a result of 
economic conditions. He further adds that those persons hold the 

rems of the society who have control over the means of production. 

They make use of social institutions as well as social principles to 
achieve their ends. As a result, the society is divided into two parts 
the capitalists and the workers. ' p 

of production^™* ° f “ Sh ° Ul<1 ^ ’ n P ro P ortion to >ts cost 

(3) The Labourers add to the value of a thing but thev eet 
less in wages as compared to the work rendered by them. The s urn I us 

value goes into the pockets of the capitalists and the labourers gain 
Value” ^ m re ' ThlS 1S known as the “Theory of Surplus 

(4) Capitalism divides the society into two parts and the capi¬ 
talists exploit the labourers. The rich become richer and the 
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poor, poorer. The smaller capitalists are reduced in number and 
ultimately absorbed into the labourers. This leads to a conflict between 
the two classes. This is called class-struggle. 

» 

(5) The class-struggle leads to the classless society and all the 
means of production are nationalised. The Proletariats will turn out 
victorious in this struggle. 

(6) Socialism, according to Karl Marx, is not a national 
movement but an international one . Its main objective is to unite 

all the labouring classes and to work for the welfare of the mankind. 

»‘International Working Men’s Association’ was established in 
1864 A.D. 


(7) Karl Marx was a staunch opponent of democracy and a 
supporter of the dictatorship of the Proletariat. He laid stress on the 
Trade Unions for it. 


Karl Marx was a first-rate writer. His famous 
Holy Family ’, ‘Das Kapital\ *Poverty of Philosophy\ 
He died in England in 1883 A.D. 


works are ‘The 
‘ Manifesto * etc. 


Influence of his Teachings— Socialism of Karl Marx was not 
national but international. It was not theoretical but practical 

;als ?;. . Il almost all the countries of the world. All great 

politicians had to face it. It gave rise to the Socialist feelings 
among the labourers and prepared them to fight against capitalism 
unitedly. The exploited labour class got ready for the establishment 
-ot a classless society by revolutionary methods. 


Socialism influenced greatly the backward countries of Europe 
such as Italy, Russia, Germany, France etc. except England and 
America. The Communist ideology spread very widely in these 
countries. The Italian writers and poets popularised the teachings and 
olyectives of Karl Marx by the medium of literature. 


A 1 *!? 1 ?. 11 j a b? urcrs were also deeply influenced by it and they 
started believing in Socialism as a sole means to get rid of capitalism 
and autocratic rule. The labourers started a socialist revolution 
r. lt,Dg ^ nd ? r the leadership of the Marxist leader, Lenin. Their 

revoluhon gamed success in ,917 A.D. They brought an end to the 

and autocratic rule of Czar in Russia and set-up a 

7, ia|ls t Republic there. Russia is the leading communist country of 
the world even today. ' 


Par hsm a,so ™ adc a S reat P ro g re ss in France and the Socialist 

powerfuI there by and by. It also emerged powerful 

a Pohtical party. Socialism gained so much strength in Germany 

rf rcactl °nary Bismarck was forced to bow low before it. This 

Iff!2L/ar5f r S 8Sed greatly under toe leadership of George Albert and 
terwards became a powerful party in Germany. 
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India also could not remain aloof. Socialism is the main slogan 
of the Indian Government. The difference is that the Indian Socialism 
is based on the teachings of Gandhiji and not on Marxist teachings. 
It does not favour the revolutionary and violent methods. Socialism 
has compelled the government of each country to reform the condition 
of the labour Uass and also to make different plans for their unplift. 
There is r.o ’ country in the world without a socialist party today. 
Kctelbey has said— 

“7/i brief, the influence of Marx had been tremendous in regenerating 
various movements in the European countries to uphold the cause of the 
workers against the domination of the capitalists 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Socialism —Socialism wants to set-up such a society in which all should gain 
from the wealth end means of production. 

2 . Characteristics—(1) Preference to society over individual. 

(1) End of capitalism. 

(3) Opponent of competition among the poor. 

(4) Supporter of equality. 

(5) Opponent of private property. 

(6) Nationalisation of the means of production. 

(7) Fair distribution of national wealth. 

3. Causes of the Rise—Industrial Revolution in Europe ; setting-up of large- 
factories ; Deterioration of the economic condition of the labourers ; socialism 
as a means for their uplift. 

4. Socialist Parties—End same but means differ (1) Collectivists, 

(2) Syndicalists. 

(3) Anarchists. 

(4) Communists. 

5. Exponents of Socialism—Robert Owen ; St, Simon ; Charles Fourier : Louis 
Blanc : Carlyle ; Karl Marx. 

6. Karl Marx. (1) Early life of Karl Marx. 

(2) Birth in Prussia in 1818 A. D. 

(3) Higher Education. 

(4) Living in France, Brussels and England. 

(6) *Das KapiiaT famous book. 

(6) Dr. Engel’s help. 

7 Teachings of Karl Marx—(1) Economic explanation of the history of two classes 
of society i.e. the capitalists and the proletariat. 

(2) Valuation of the things. 

(2) Theory of surplus value. 

(4) Class conflicts. 

(5) Establishment of class-less society after the revolution. 

(6) Socialism, not a national but an international movement. 

(7) Dictatorship of the Proletariat in place of democracy. 

8. Influence of teachings—Rising among all the labourers of the world ; Inf uence 
over the countries such as, Italy, Russia, Germany, France, India etc. 
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Partition of Africa 


Q. 2. Give an account of (he 
European powers in the 19th century. 


Or 


among tbe 
(Important) 


‘‘The Partition of Africa is one of the most extraordinary facto of 
the peried between 1876 to 19 j. 4.’* Discuss. 

Ans. Upto the first half of the 19th century, Africa was called 
a dark continent because the European nations did not penetrate into 
her inner-most parts even upto 1875 A.D. They had their relations 
developed as a result of the trade between them. On the western coast 
France had under her possession Senegal, Gabun and Ivory Coast ! 
Enghsa had control over Gold Coast, Lagos and Niger Delta ; Portugal’ 

had Portugese Guinea and Angola and Spain had control over Spanish 

Guinea etc. In the north, France had under her control Algiers and 
the territories around it and the English had in their possessions the 

boutn Cape Colony and Natal etc. Mozambique, situated on the 
eastern coast, was under the Portugese. 

# 

1. Early Efforts—In the beginning of the 19th century, there 
started an opposition to the trade of the slaves in Africa. So the western 

l ° r°2. k * fter th , eir trade * The western nations started 
the exploration of the internal parts of Africa with the motifs to have 

rwictfan?* t °^ Stab, ! s ? 1 tteir P° litical influence and for the spread of 
? “ • J? ac k»eve this end, the ruler of Belgium, Emperor 

^opold established an International African Association in 1876 A D 

^thushelp. Mango Park explored the bed of river Niger. After that 

d,SQ i )v f red - The G-rman explorer Barth explored the 
Sudan - The Christian missionaries also did a very 
f? od ,\°. rk . 10 thls respect in different parts of Africa. The work of 
David Livingstone of England is worth-mentioning in this respect He 
explored the Jemji valley but was lost in the middle part of Africa and 

h F* l ° ^ He succeeded in this work Afteiwards 

d * C ° n8 ° w ?. h the hel P of Leopold II, the emperor of Belgium' 
His exploration gave birth to Imperialism. 8 ’ 

rise to the?mA friC ?~ The ex P Ioration of Congo by Stanley gave 
of their tende " C,es ‘ Soon ’ a race for the establishment 

countries^f " AfriC3 Started arao " 8 tbe weste ™ 

hUheno'neelectcd^and IT' UP ,° n ! Ms c ° n . tinenl ^"8 their very door 

g and despised and carved it up among themselves 

estab/ish^enToT^t? 3 ^ aU< ; ra P' s of David and Stanley led to the 

^Afncan Association by Upol* .ho 

exp"o e nng°flM t t ab was 3 y° [ °^ y ° f Belgium in Congo'. But the" French 
exploring fleet was already there before tbe arrival of Stanley. He 
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was comoelled to accept the possession of the northern bank of Congo 
by France. This was named as French Congo. Stanley took possession 
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)f the southern Congo. This created a conflict between Portugal and 
Belgium. An international Congress was called in Berlin in 1885 A. D. 
to settle it. The Congo Free State was established in 1885 A. D. as a 
result of the decision taken in that Congress. Leopold, not Belgium, 
was given the right to rule over Congo free State. In 1908 A. D., 
the Belgium government took it over and this began to be called the 
Belgium Congo. 

(2) West Africa— A dispute came up between’the English 
and the French trade companies for Niger in Western Africa and 
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in the end, the English company succeeded in establishing her 
.protectorate in Northern and Western Niger. Germany also took 
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fh e ?r e ^ntmI° f n^°T^ nd Ca “ erooD - The French had established 

their control over Ivory Coast, Senegal and Gabun on the Western 
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coast before 1875 A. D. They now took possession of French Guinea 
in the West of Niger. In 1895 A.D., they united their colonies on the 
Western Coast with the upper Niger by taking Tumbuctoo in the North 
of Sahara. The English had under their control Lagos, Gold Coast, 
Western Zambia and Niger in Western Africa before 1914 A.D^ 
Portugal held Angola and Portugese Guinea. 

(3) East Africa —A German trading company had captured about 
60,00 j sq miles area in Eastern Africa. France and England also 
started showing their claim over this part. A joint commission of these 
countries was set-up to settle this matter. Consequently, England's 
claim over Zanzibar and Pemba was accepted. France was given the 
right to safeguard her interests in Madgascar and German possession 
of Uganda was accepted. By the Treaty of 1890 between Germany and 
England, Germany gave up tier claim over Togoland in place of Heligo¬ 
land. Portugal gained possession of Mozambique whereas Italy got 
control over Somaliland in the east. 

(4) South Africa —The savage races like the Zulus, the Kafirs and 

the Boers etc. inhabited in South Africa. These races opposed • the 
Western powers. The English captured Natal, iu a Boer colony, in 
1883 A. D. The Boers were compelled to leave it and they established 
their two kingdoms of Transval and Orange Free State and their 
freedom was accepted. ^ 

Cecil Rhodes was the ‘father of English imperialism* in South Africa. 
In 1870 A. D., he captured the diamond mines of Kimberley. After 
that, he took possession of Rhodesia and Nyasaland in Central Africa. 
Lord Disraeli wanted to set-up a union of the states of South Africa. 
He had to go in for a war with the Boers for. this purpose and the 
English won the war. In 1902, both of them signed a treaty and, 
accordingly, Transval and Orange Free State were annexed into the 
British Empire. In 1910 A. D., the Union of South Africa was formed 
by uniting Transval, Orange Free State, Cape Colony and Natal. 

(5) North Africa— France succeeded in taking possession of 
Algeria in North Africa. In 1880 A. D., she captured Tunis. Italy 
also wanted to capture it but she did not succeed. War was avoided 
thrice between France and Italy on the Morocco crisis. At last, accord¬ 
ing to the treaty of 1912 A. D., Morocco became a French protecto¬ 
rate. In 1*11 A. D., Italy defeated Turkey in the War. As a result 
of it. Italy gained control over Tripoli and Cyrenaica. The kingdom 
of Libya was formed by uniting them. 

The most important success of the English in North Africa was 
the possession of Egypt. Egypt was a province of Turkey and 
Mehraet Ali was its governor. He fought two wars against the 
SuUan of Turkey to establish his own free state. According to the 
Treaty of London of 184 1 A. D., the right of Mebmet Ali and his 
dynasty was accepted over Egypt. The work on the Suez canal was 
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^^ r Ple ^ d ^ r, ^ g the / e, \ n of J sma i* (1863 A D. — 79 A.D.), the fiftlp 
ruler of this dynasty, but Egypt was greatly under debt and she 

was foreed to sell her shares of Suez to England in 1875. The' 

debt also increased greatly during the reign of his successor Tewfek 

England and France established their dual control there to safeguard 

,n * e ** est s 1D Egypt * .T he control worked from 1879 A. D. to 

l 8 *?’- P ^L th a C nH 7if S k r,Slng in Egypt under the leadership of 
Arabi^ Pasha and the Europeans were killed there in large number. 

med i SJ fu 1 and Eng,and aIone suppressed this revolt and 

io h ?Q 07 ei A r n e *tt 16 *' ♦ C Ii 0me i remained there as an Agent from 
1882 to 1907 A D. He introduced many reforms there and Egypt made 

a great progress during his times. y 

f f^J-T The , con ? ict touched its height in Sudan and Abyssinia 

for the establishment of colonies. Italy was very keen to capture 
Abyssinia. This gave rise to a conflict between Italy and Abyssinia 
and Italy suffered a defeat so that Abyssinia remained an independent 

btdlCi 

9 ,iH a !° th Th! £l e ?. c !j a “ d j he Eng,ish wanted to take possession of 
Eevot General 8 ''!? 8®' ned so ™ c Parts of Sudan when they captured 

There IP.rfer th appointed the Commander-in-chief 

^revolt to ttn fhe f a i erSh ' P of Mehdi. the people of Sudan started 

General GnrHpn xv'th ,gners °V* their country. They surrounded 

for his h^o but thJ h r h,S i f nny - ,n Khartum - Lord Kitchner was sent 
m revolutionaries killed Genera! Gorden and a large 

number of his soldiers before his arrival. However, Kitchner gained 
control over Khartum in 1898 A D After th*t thl rS- 8 ui 
to take possession of Sudan that > the Engl,sh were 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Par ‘ it 75t£f«mi“7 < I ) InflUcnC ' on,he coastal regions in the first half of the 

® Jf" u ' ncc of tbe explorations of Livingstone. Stanley and other explorers 
trade. <3> Eff0rt '’ to en,er ,be central parts of Africa after the end of the slaves- 

(4) International African Association. 

1. Congo (1) Individual control of Belgium’s emperor Leopold over Congo Free 

State first and control of Belgium government later on. 

(2) French possession over North Africa. 

2. West Africa—(I) German control over Togoland and Comeroon. 

control Nor,h We «'rnJ Niger, Lagos, Gold Coast. Zambia under the British 

Tumbuctoo FrenCh COntro1 over Senegal. Ivory Coast. Gabun, French Guinea. 

(4) Portugese territories of Angola. Portugese Guinea, 

cont^lve? i Mt^cP%he 8 Ge h m S’n“ tr ° 1 .° V , er Zanzibar and Pemba ; the French 
ov?r ?onri n ov~ n ^{lSd Ueanda 1 ,he P ° rtUe “ e COOUO, 
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(2) Germany got Heligoland in exchange of Togo!and according to the 
treaty with the Bnglish in 1S90 A.D. 

4. Sooth Africa—(1) Savage races as the Zulus, the Kafirs, the Baers etc. 

(2) The English control over Natal in 1843 A.D. 

(3) Establishment of Transval and the Orange Free State by the Boers. 

(4) The English possession of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 

(5) War between the English and Boers for Transval. 

(6) Victory of the English in the end. 

(7) Establishment of Union of South Africa in 1910 A.D. 

5. North Africa—(1) French possession of Algeria and Tania. 

(2) The Morocco Crisis and French success. 

(3) Italian possession of Tripoli. 

(4) The Egyptian crisis and the British control over Egypt in 1883 A.D. 

<6. Sedan—(1) Italian success to possess Abyssinia. 

(2) The English possession of Sudan in 1898 A.D. 

University and other Important QaMUsn 

1. Describe briefly the leading political ideas and teachings of 
Karl Mart. What was the influence of his teachings ? 

2. Show Why Africa was little known to Europe until the middle 
of the 19th century and why was it quickly partitioned 
afterwards 7 

3. Trace the growth of Socialism in Europe during 1817-1917. 

(A.U. 1960) 

4. Describe the partition of Africa in the 19th century. 

(A.U. 1962, 67) 

5. Describe the course of partition of Africa from 1879 to 1914. 

(A.U. 1964) 

6. Give a brief account of the partition of Africa among the 

great powers of Europe after 1870. (D.U. 1967, 69, 72 ) 

7. What do you understand by the term “Scramble for Africa** 
and how far was it responsible for the First World War 7 

(P.U. 1968) 

8. Trace the gradual partition of Africa by the European powers 

upto 1914. (Pb. B. A. 1970) 

9. Trace the rise of socialism in Europe during your period. 

(Pb. M. A. 1970) 

10. Explain the effects of the doctrines of Karl Marx on the history 

of Europe from 1848 to 1917. (Delhi B. A. l‘>70) 

11. Describe priefly the leading political ideas and teachings of 
Karl Marx. What was the influence of his teachings? 

(Delhi B. A. 1971) 

12. Account for the rise of the Socialist Movement in Europe till 

1870. (Pb. M. A. 1971) 
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ENGLAND IN THE 19th AND EAJtLY 2C,h CENTURY 



Foreign Policy of England in the 1st Half of 19th Centnry 


Q i. Discuss the Foreign Policy of England from 1*19 a n _. 

the outbreak of Crimean War. ^ Irom 1812 «pto 


Or 

Write short notes on the following : — 

< 41 c -“ 1 " 8 W s " P«l w> 

the greatest and molt' famous^ilBb 3 R*ti1en°Seeret ed * hf, 0flC of 
his country in the times of great need He He scrved 

the un,on of England and Ireland in 1800 A D P ‘ Afte^ that^t,"’ 1 '’ in ’ 

appointed secretary of Ireland W* Ja Ar 2 er f hat » he was 
of England from 1812 A.D. to 1822 A D wf * Foreign Secretary 
be,d fellow- That it why i, ha, i!% ““ 

», XSzzS.7"Xu°nt r/X " *r*■ T, “ *■— 

When Castlereagh was Foreign Secrets™ • tu~ ah- 
in war with Napoleon. They did not votVnr' * the A l 1,es were engaged 
motives Castlereagh visited the «pSls ^ t0 their Se,fisb 

unite them. He did Yeoman’s ioh *Sn« be ? II,cd nat,OD s so as to 
end to their differences The Aiii^c * un, . t,n 2 them by bringing an 

in 1814 A.D. They d^cided £ fice n! ,he I'™'* °fChaumo n “ 

a result of this, the Allies won the P r .* hole heartediy. As 

ttc Battle of Waterloo in 1815 *A £>* Thev^'r “* \ n 1814 A.D. and 
dashed to the ground all his bopefofwinning theworld. Napoleon and 

Fran^jm^jdfer^lm^^iif^he^r^m^anisatio^of^urop^in th? Vienna 

• • 
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-rConeress. He did not favour a stern treatment towards France. It 
was primarily due to his commendable efforts that the terms of the 
treaty were kept soft. He used to say in this respect - 

“It is not our business to collect trophies but to bring back world to 


■peaceful habits .’* 

Castlereagh was an ardent supporter of the policy .of peace and 
international co-operation. He himself did not support the policy of 
interference into the internal affairs of their countries. He was in 
favour of solving the mutual conflicts of nations by diplomacy and 
holding conferences. He played an important part in the Vienna 
Congress. He elucidated bis policy in h.s white paper of 1820 A.D. 
Canning also agreed with Castlereagh’s principles and objectives. The 
•difference was only in the means to attain them. 



Some people are of the view that Castlereagh tied England to the 
tail of Holy Alliance. But this view is not correct. He always opposed 
the policy of interference in the internal affairs of other countries by 
the member countries of the Holy Alliance as is clear from the decision 
of the Protocol of Troppau when he opposed the pol.cy of interference. 

He used to say— 

“Holy Alliance is a piece of sheer mysticism,and nonsense.” 

Castlereagh was the supporter of' peace and he enhanced the 
honour of his country by serving his country in times of need. He is ^ 
said to be ‘a good European’ and Triend of peace*. He supported the 
policy of non-interference. His principles proved to be the basis for 
the League of Nations and the U.N O. Seton-Watron has said, “He 
was one of the very greatest and most constructive of British Foreign 

Secretaries .” 

Castlereagh had learnt the great lesson that "if we wished io avoid 
war he must prepare for peace". 

Even then he was Conservative in the internal affairs and 
reactionary and always opposed the reforms. He was not only Con¬ 
servative but also a supporter of monarchy. 

2. Canning —Canning is also considered to be one of the great 
parliamentarians of England. He remained the Foreign Secretary 
from 1807 to 1809 A.D. He . worked as the Chairman of the 
Board of Control from 1816 to 1821 A D. He was also appointed 
Governor-General of India in 1821 AD. But he was soon appointed 
as Foreign Secretary after Castlereagh had committed suicide. He 
remained on this post from l c 22 to 1827 A.D. 


Principles of his Foreign Policy —His foreign policy was based 
upon Castlereagh's state paper but there was difference in the means 
to achieve that policy. He always kept interests of England in the 
forefront while establishing relations with other countries. He was a 
.supporter of peace and a great follower of the policy of non-inter- 


ENGLAND IN TEB 19TH AND EARLY 2C>TH CBNTURY 


95 


ferencc 1 . He did not favour interference in the internal affairs of 
other countries. He interfered in the affairs of the other nations only 
when he was to check the unnecessary interference of other nations or 
to safeguard the interests of England. Like Castlereagh, his policy 
was not based upon internationalism blit upon nationalism. He used 
to say, "J Every nation is for itself and God for us all. 9 * He said, “ Damn 
tail foreign countries. What has England to do with foreign countries** 

Main Events of his Times (1822-27 A. D.)— Following were tho 
main events of his tenure of office as Foreign Secratary 

(1) The Congress of Verona* 1822 A.D. — The Congress of Verona 
was called in 1822 A D. The Congress aimed at suppressing the 
nationalistic movements in Spain, Portugal, Italy etc. It would have 
•certainly amounted to intervention in the internal matters of these 
countries. Hence, Canning opposed it and kept England away from 
this Congress. 

(2) Problem of Spain > 1822-23 A.D. —The people of Spain revolted 
against their cruel ruler Ferdinand VII in 1822 A.D. Fran6e and 
Russia helped Ferdinand. Thus, his autocratic rule continued there as 
before. 

In 1823 A.D , the Spanish Colonies in America revolted against 
•Spain. Canning turned American President, Munroe, towards his side 
and made this declaration that if the European powers interfered in 
* the affairs of these colonies then England would take side of the 
colonies. Canning said regarding his success— 

“I resolved that if France had Spain , it should not be Spain with 
Jnd'es, I called the new world into existence to redress the balance of the 
old** 

(3) The Problem of Protugal. 1823-24— Don Miquel, the uncle 
of Portugese queen Infanta Maria, made efforts to establish his' auto¬ 
cratic rule in place of her constitutional rule. But, Canning nullified 
his efforts by interfering in this affair. 

Brazil also succeeded in gaining her freedom as a result of Cannings 
help. 

(4) Greek War of Independence , 1822-29 A.D. — In 1821 A.D., 
Greece revolted against Turkey. Canning sympathised with Greece’ 
Greece defeated Egypt and Turkey in this war and at last Turkey 
accepted Greece’s freedom in lt»29 A.D. 

Canning was a great politician. He safeguarded England's interests 
by his succersful foreign policy and her trade progressed a lot. Lord 
Acton has rightly said — 


*1. "Let usdoi, in the foolish spirit of romance, suppose that we alone 
•could regenerate Europe,” —(Canning'} 
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“No Foreign Secretary has equalled Canning** 

4. Sir Robert Peel—Sir Robert Peel was the most 'famous Prim* 
Minister of the earlier times of Queen Victoria’s reign. He was bom 
in 1788 A.D. in a rich merchant family of Lancashire. He was 
elected member of the Parliament in 1809. He remained the Chief 
Secretary of Ireland from (1812 to 1818 A .D.) After that, he remained*’ 
the Home Secretary from 1822 to 1830 A.D. He was the Prime 
Minister of England for some months in 1840 A.D. and then from 
1841 A.D. to 1846 A.D. 

Peel was thi member of the Tory Party and was Conservative 
without being conventional. He was also the supporter of liberal policy" 
and reforms'. So his partymen took him as Liberal but Peel was not in 
favour of all the reforms and also he did not want to bring in the 
reforms at a rapid pace. So the Liberal Party took him Conservative 
and the Conservative took him as Liberal. It has been said— 

“Sir Robert Peel was the most liberal of the conservatives and the 
most conservative of the liberals." 

(1) Home Policy of Peel —As a Home Secretary, Peel introduced 
reforms in the penal code and London police. In 1841 A.D., when. . 
he became the Prime Minister, the economic condition of England 
was very bad and the government treasury was empty. He adopted 

a policy of laissez-faire for the progress of trade of his country. He 
withdrew taxes from many things and also reduced on many other 
items. He introduced income tax on the annual income of £ ISO to % 
increase the national income. The Bank Charter Act was passed in* 
1*44 A.D. This increased government control over the Banks and 
the banking and issue departments were separated from each other. 
His policy resulted in an increase in the income of the government, the 
trade and industries flourished and the public felt relieved. 

The Mines Act of 1842 A.D. and the Factory Act of 1840 A.D. 
were passed to improve the condition of the labourers. The Corn Laws 
had adversely affected the general life and so those were repealed in 
1846 A.D. to safeguard the interests of the poor. 

(2) Foreign Policy— Peel is known for his Home Policy and 
not for his Foreign Policy. He favoured the peaceful policy. His 
Foreign Secretary, Aberdeen, adopted the policy of having amicable 
relations with other countries. The Treaty of Nanking brought an 
end to the war with China started by Lord Palmerston. The First 
War of Afghanistan was also ended. Friendly relations were esta¬ 
blished with France. Friendly relations were also established with 
America by solving the boundary disputes. 

Peel is known for his internal policy and he possessed a great 
administrative quality. He was a true patriot and was ready to 
do anything for the welfare of people and the progress of his country 
He made many reforms for the prosperity of his country and general 
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uplift of the countrymen. 
“He was the greatest British 
century .” 


Southgate has remarked about him. 
Statesman in the first half of the 19 th 


. . ** Palmerston—- Lord Palmerston was also a great 

statesman of Queen Victoria’s times. He was born in 1784 AD He 
became the Member of Parliament in 1807 A.D. He became the 

1830*?o 183 °t D * ? nd Steercd the foreign policy from 

1830 to 18o5 A. D. except for a short period. He remained Prime 

Minister from 1855 to 1858 A. D. and then from 1859 to 1865 A D 

He became the Member of Parliament on a Tory ticket but later on 

he J °ined the Whfg Party. In reality, he wanted to follow his own 

pnncipies in place of pursuing the principles of both the parties. 

. , Foreign Policy of Palmerston—Palmerston was conservative 

° m r . affa,r * but was l,beral in the foreign affairs. The basic 
object‘ve of his policy was to safeguard the British interests all-round 
and to bring a name and fame to England. He followed a policy 
of interference and progressivism. He believed in the policy of bluff 

\ Pr tT' d R success fo» before the weak but failed with the powerful 
enemies like Bismarck of Germany. F 

Important Events of his Times— 

(1 ) Independence of Belgium. 1830 31 A. /).—Belgium was under 
Hoi and in those days. In 1830 A.D., the people of Belgium revohed 
for their freedom. Palmerston had his sympathies with them and 
Belgium achieved her freedom with his aid. ana 

.■ {2) ^ r °.u e u \ °*C S F ain anH Portugal-The libral Queens were 
ruling with the help of the people in both the countries. The uncle 

of each of these: queens was making efforts to establish an autocratic 

mide thefrlfforts^futHe °“ H ' S ° W “ C ° UD,ry but Pa '“^ston 

O) War With China-In 1840 A. D. a war broke out brtw-en 
China and England which is known as the “Opium War’’ The 

Treily o'? Nankin 8310 ma " y COmraercial ^cilit,cs.according to the 

Vnr^}J* C 0,M: ° n } 848 *- D -— The revolutions started in many 
i>. l84R A n Un VT S SUCh 3S France > Germany, Austria, Hungary etc^ 

in 1848 A.D. Many autocratic rulers were deDosed ar man™ 
Palmerston sympathised with the revolutionaries^ y places. 

wa rUecTto'esUablts^l> a^ua i^H^amfp ov^er ji??* ^em pm?'^y^uin *' 

Ind y aid CCCCded aCl> ' eVin8 their aim wi,h PaLerston“ n 'symp^h"s 

revolted'agafn^tlT^S^mn'o” - 'fia| e key et in / 'i's3 , l 1C A*E) P^ yP !i 

the Sultan and in return gained many lacilities in the Black ‘sea? P In 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODBRN BUROFB 

aara^s^srife wgsrsa 

Russia was defeated in this war so Palmereton brought a check upon 
the increasing influence of Russia in the Black Sea. 

Tt ) The Indian Mutiny, 1857 A.D .-In 1857 A. D. the Indian 
revolted to gain their freedom but Palmerston supp.essed it. 

tsl American Civil War, 1861-64 A. D.- Civil War broke out 
in 1861 A D. between the northern and southern states of America. 
English fleet Alabama helped the southern states in this war 
inflicted heavy losses on the northern states. America asked for 
compensation of the lossess incurred in the war but Palmerston 

totally refused that. 

(91 The Polish Rebellion , 186* A. D .—Poland was under the 
Russian rule The Polish people revolted in 1863 A.D. Bismarck helped 
Russia and Palmerston aided Poland. Palmerston bluffed Russia but 
failed because of Bismarck’s help. 

(10) Problem of Denmark—In 1854 A.D., Bismarck captured two 
provinces of Denmark i. e. t Schleswing and Holstein. In this affair 

Palmerston’s policy of threats did not prove successful and both the 

provinces came under the German control. 

Conservative at Home-Palmerston was liberal abroad but 
was conservative at home. He always opposed the reforms. First 
Act of Parliamentary Reforms of 1832 A.D. had been passed before 
his times but Palmerston always rejected the demand tor reforms 
during his life-time. the Second Reform Act was passed in 1867 
only after his death. He also opposed the withdrawal of import duty 
on foreign paper. He suppressed the revolts for freedom in the British 
Colonies, like India. He had no sympathy for the people of Ireland. 
That is why it has been said — 

“Palmerston was conservative at home and liberal abroad” 

So he safeguarded the British interests and brought name and fame 
to England by his foreign policy. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Castlereagh—(1) Foreign Secretary of England from 1812 to 1822. 

(2) Supporter of setting the disputes by confornces and peaceful 
means. He supported the policy of non-interference and co¬ 
operation. 

(3) His hand in Napoleon’s defeat. 

(4) Part played in the Vienna Congress. 

(5) Against the policy of interference in the Protocol of Troppau. 

(6) Suicide in 1822 A.D. 

2. Canning—(1) Foreign Sccretaiy of England from 1822 to 1827 A.D. 
He come after Casterleagh. 
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(2) Supporter of the policy of peace and non-interference : guardian of 
the ,n ter ests and honour of {England. 

<3 Follower of the policy of non-interference in other countries. 

(4) Supporter of nationalism rather than internationalism. 

Keeping aloof from the Verona Congress of 1822 A.D. 

(6) Problem of Spain, 1822-23 A.D. 

(7) The Portugese Problem of 1823-24 A.D. 

(o) Sympathy with Greece in the Greek War of Independence. 

3. Sir Robert Peel—A great politician of the Victorian Era. 

Home Policy—(1) Following the free trade policy • to reform the 
economic condition of England, introduced the policy of income tix 
and passed the Charter Act. ; * 

f 

(2) Passing of the Mines Act and the Factory Acts for the improvement 
ot the condition of the labourers. 

(3) Repealed the Corn-Laws in 5 846 A.D. 

Foreign Policy—(1) War with China. 

(2) End of the First Afghan War. 

(3) Friendly relations with France and America. 

4. Lord Palmerston—(1) Became M.P. in 1807 A.D. 

(2) Steered the foreign policy from 1830 to 1865 A.D. 

Foreign Policy—Conservative at home but liberal abroad ; guarded the 
honour and interests of the English. Supporter of the policy of 
, interference, threats and rebuff. 

(1) Freedom of Belgium 1830-31 A.D. 

(2) Problems of Spain and Portugal. 

(J) War with China 1840 A.D. 

(4) European Revolution of 1848 A.D. 

(5) Unification of Italy. 

(6) The Eastern Question. 

(7) Indian Mutiny of 1857 A.D. 

(8) American Civil War, 1861-65. 

(9) The Polish Rebellion. 

(10) Problem of Denmark. 

2. Home Policy—Palmerston was conservative at home. 

(1) Opposed the parliamentary reforms. 

(2) Did not withdraw the duty on paper. 

(3) Suppression of the Indian Mutiny of 1857 A.D. 

(4) Did not sympathise with Ireland. 


Democracy in England 

_ % 

EjTQ 2. Write a short essay on the Reform Bill of 1832 A D. 

Or 

Show how Great Britain has gradually become a political demo¬ 
cracy since 1832 A.D. 

Or 

What measures were taken between 1832 and 1928 to demo¬ 
cratise the Parliament ? 

U A J S ' Par, i ament gained many powers during the 18th century 
but the democratic form of government was established there in the 



SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN BUR ORB 


100 

20th century after a continuous struggle of about a century, f.A, 1832 
—1928 A. D. 

1. Reform Bill of 1832 A. D.— First Parliamentary Reform 
Bill was passed in 1832 A. p. during the Prime-ministership of Lord 

^ rCy Causes —There were many causes which led to the passing of this 
Reform Bill:—(0 The franchise was very defective. Many new big cities 
had come up as a result of the Industrial Revolution, such as Manch¬ 
ester and Birmingham etc. but these cities had no right to send their 
members to the Parliament. But the Rotten BoroUkhs had the right to 
send two members each in the Parliament. 07) The seats were not 
allotted on the basis of the population, (ii/) The big landlords had 
much influence ift the constituencies and they got elected the persons 
of their choice. Parliament was not the representative of the public 
but then representative of big landlords, (iv) Franchise was limi¬ 
ted and unjust. The big landlords and the rich families had the 
right to vote, (v) The conditions regarding voting was not only stern 
but also differed in the different parts, (v/) Corruption and wanton¬ 
ness were the order of the day and the votes were purchased, (v/7) The 
system of Secret Ballot did not exist. So voters could not cast their 
votes according to their choice, (vizi) The women did not have 
the right of voting. Pitt, the Younger, had remarked about the 
defective electoral system— I 

“This House ( House of Commons ) is not the representative of the 
People of Great Britain ; it is the representative of nominal boroughs of 
ruined and exterminated towns , of noble families , of wealthy families , of 
foreign potentates *\ 

(2) Main Provisions— (/) The right of sending members to Parlia¬ 
ment was withdrawn from all those places which had population of less 
than 2,000 (i7) Those places which had population ranging from 

2,000 to 4,C0J were given the right of sending one member each, 
(iii) 143 seats, which fell vacant in this way, were distributed amo; g 
big towns, (iv) Those persons were given the right to vote who were 
the owners of houses or were living in such houses whose annual rent 
was £ 10 or more than that. In the rural areas those persons were 
given the right to vote who were permanent agriculturists of land 
with an annual revenue of £ 10 or lease holders or tenants-at-will of 
land worth £ 50 of annual rent. 

(~) Importance —(1) This Reform Bill has an important place 
in the Constitutional History of England. Trevelyan has called it the 
* Mag ia Carta * of those days. It created a great revolution in the 
Constitutional History of England. (2) This Bill transferred the politi¬ 
cal power into the hands of the middle class from the big landlords 
and rich people. (3) Big cities got the right to send their repre¬ 
sentatives. (4) This Bill was the first step towards the democratic 
form of government (5) This Bill transferred the power into the 
hands of the House of Commons from the King and the 
House of Lords. (6) This Bill changed the whole atmosphere intQ 
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welfer? e o7?hc an fe n ?ra7nubit h P ^ af,CT 1832 A.D. for the 
the importance of 8 this bill— ' haS been n8htly **••* regarding 

nevertheless™ 8 ™'tde a^bieach^inthe^T ^ 0 " 1 “ democratic measure 

the middle class to enter brndeTtiJld Li ?, Wal J’ ,ar « e onongh for 
dosses of suffrage"? Uned be w ‘ d <med later to odLnit all 

2. Second Reform Act of 1867 A.D. 

to t h e ^m i dd le?las se sT b u / t'he * 1 abou rers 6 the . ri8ht of vo ‘<ng only 

So the Chartist Movement w« started to Wer T , ' £nored - 

vote. But this movement failed? Lo?d d pi^rJ° r Ulem the ri S ht to 

xtz zmri * ,lvl ^ ~.“S 7 SS 

&trns srsrn y iH > ; e 

the times of Lord Derby. P y th efforts of .Loid Disraeli daring 

ants pi 2 yingT?re<Si^g ™\nn^°ren?of 0 £ m U fn < ?h° C ? PierS and Un ‘ 
the right to vote, (//) The condition l in lhe c,ties 'Y ere given 
was reduced from £ 50 to onlv £ 1 ? In^h 00 !^ 1 payment of revenue 

of sending the representatives Xaf tiken iwavSvom'?T J he nght 
and they were defranchised and ts rv. aWay f rom II small Boroughs 

than 10,000 were given the rfeht ,« S nH S W,th population ° f l«s 

large cities were however gfven ?he n„h f °?r me "} ber i,,one - The 
representatives. * g nght of sending two or more 

.. :^&zzz-!S£* ~r Ttir, 2tftt ,h i. ■>“"* 

it fifssa f tr set 

““ highlights the JSliUudS 5be Bb ob ” ,v *- 

democrat- f/lZ' It /laliff second ‘Wrimim oj 

democracy and those who feared *he new ' 8 ! nd . was on the hi Sh road io 
in the dark and as shooting Niagara." ^ dutrac,erised “ os a leap 

and 1867 AD. did?^'p/ovid^forV 87 q~ T he Refo ™s Acts of 1832 

Gladstone passed an act P which irkn 0 n wn SeCr t e h Bailot - In 1872 A.D., 

Act introduced the system of secre^ votine T? SeC f et bal,ot Act - This 
° cas ‘ th u eir vote according to UeT wish Th° * 8 °' ,he freedom 

- - ™ --stAg 
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the villages. Consequently, Gladstone got passed the Third Reform 
Act [in 1884 A.D. and in this way he tried to remove the injustice 

done* to the villagers. 

Provisions. (/) Like the cities, the owners of the houses in the 
villages were also given the right to vote. 

(2) In the villages those persons were also given the right to 
vote who were tenants of the houses with annual rent of £ 10. 

Importance —This Act had the same importance for the working 
classes and the farmers in the villages as the Second Reform Act 
of 1887 A.D. had for the workmen and the labourers in the cities 
and towns. This Act increased the number of voters to 20,000,000. 
The Parliament became , a national assembly in England in the real 
sense, by the passage of this Act. 

5. Reform Act of 1885 A.D —This Act was also passed 
during the times of Gladstone. This Act brought to an end the 
differences found in different constituencies. 

(1) The right of sending representatives was completely with¬ 
drawn from a'l Boroughs with less than a population of 1 5,000. 

(2) The country was divided into many constituencies and 
every constituency was given the right to elect a member to the 
Parliament. In this way r single member constituency system was 
set-up. 

This Redistribution of Seats'Act was a great step towards doing 
away with the demerits of the parliamentary electoral system. The 
distribution of the seats in all parts of the country was now done on 
equal and proper basis. 

6. Parliament Act of 1911 A.D.— This Act was passed during 
the Prims Ministership of Lord Asquith to settle the relations of both 
the Houses of the Parliament. 

Provisions —(1) Money Bill will be introduced first of all in'the 
House of Commons and after being passed there it will be sent to 
the House of Lords. This House was to return the bill after passing 
it without making any amendment within a period 'of one month. It 
was laid do n that if this House did not do that even then the bill 
would be sent to the King for royal assent and there-after that bill 
would become an Act. 

(2) The decision regarding the Money Bill waste to be made by 
the Chairman of the House of Commons. 

(3) As regards the Ordinary or Public Bills, it was decided that 
if a bill is passed three times successively by the House of Commons, 
it would automatically go to the Crown for royal assent even if the 
House of Lords opposed that. After the royal assent, that would be¬ 
come an Act. 
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(4) The term of the House of Commons was reduced to 5 years 
from that of 7 years. 

(5) The annual allowance of £ 400 was to be paid to the 
Members of the Parliament. 

Importance —This Act made the House of Commons superior 
to that of the House of Lord$. The House of Lords was reduced to 
a Secondary Chamber in place of being a Second Chamber. 

7. Franchise Act of 1918 A.D. This Act was passed after the 
First World War in 1918 A.D. during the times of Lloyd George. 
According to it— (i) Every man of 21 years or above was given the 
right to vote. (//) All women over the age of 30 were also given the 
right to vote. 

This Act was an important step towards the establishment of % 
democracy in England as the condition of property was removed and 
women also got the chance alone with men to take part in the politics 
of their country. 

8. Reform Act of 1928 A.D. —This Act granted the right of 
vote to every male or female who was of 21 years or more except 
bankrupts and lunatics, etc. 

This Act provided equal rights to both the males and the 
females. Thus England become a true democratic country. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Democracy in England 

1. Act of 1832 A.D .— This Act was passed by the efforts of Lord Grey. 

(2) The electoral system was defective before its passing. 

(3) There was control of the landlords and the rich over the Parliament 
and the conditions for voting were hard and unequal. 

(4) The rights of sending representatives was withdrawn from the 

ffl Rotten Boroughs and this right was given to big cities in their place 

(5) Leniency in the conditions for voting. 

(6) Transfer of political power from the rich to the middle class. 

2. Act of 1867 A.D.—(1) The 1832 Act provided the workman in cities 
the right to vote. 

(2) This Act liberalised the franchise and the working classes in the 
cities got the right of voting. 

(3) This Act transferred the political power from the hands of the 
middle classes to the working classes. 

3 * S a C ^ Act *“ The Secret Ballot Act was introduced in 1872 

A.D. and the voters got the freedom of casting votes secretly. 

4. Third Reform Act of 1884 A.D.—(1) The Second Reform Act 
ignored the workmen and the farmers in the villages. 

(2) This Act gave the right of voting to the workmen and the f~mers 
in the villages. 

(3) Equal conditions for voting were established everywhere. 

5. Reform Act of 1885 A.D.-Re-distribution of seats was done on 
the basis ol population. 
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6. Act of 19111'A.D.—(l)'Settleraent of the rights of both the^Houses. 

(2) ’!'Complete control’of the House of Commons on Money Bills. 

(3) House of Lords was reduced to a Secondary Chamber. 

7 Act of 1918 A.D.—This Act provided the right of voting to the 
males aged 21 years orlmore and the females aged 30 years. 

8. Act of 1928 A.D.—This Act gave the right of voting to every male 
or female of 21 year* of age or more. 

CHARTIST MOVEMENT AND THE CORN LAWS 


Q. (a) 3. Give a brief account of the Chartist 
Why did it fail ? 

(b) What were the Corn Laws and how were they repealed ? 

Or 


Write short notes on the following : — 

(a) Charist Movement 

( b ) The Corn Laws. 




Ans. (a) The Chartist Movement —The Chartist Movement 
was started by the workers, labourers and farmers with the aim of 
improving their social and economic conditions and to gain political 
rights for themselves i.e. the workmen, labourers and the farmers in 
the early part (1837 48 A.D.) of Queen Victoria’s reign. Lovett 

and Feargus O* Conner were their leaders. 


(1) Causes— (i) Many workers became unemployed in England 
as a result of the industrial Revolution. They wanted to improve 
their condition. (/7) The prices got high as a result of the Corn Laws 
and it affected the poor gicatly. (///) The Poor Laws Reform Act 
of 1834 A.D. stopped the government aid io the poor, (jv) The Re- 
form Act of 1832 A.D. did not provide to the workers, the labourers 
and small fanners the right of sending their representatives. They 
wanted to gam political rights to improve their condition. 


(2) Demands of the Chartists -Chartists prepared their demand- 
paper known as the Peoples’ Chatrer’. Their demands were as 

E^ry pefson of 21 years of age.should be given the 
vote - (")'The secret ballot system should be introduced. 
(ill) There should be no condition of property for becomine a 
member of the Parliament, (iv) The members of the Parliament 
should get an allowance. (v) The country should be divided “mo 
constituencies wuh about equal size of population, (vi) Elections to 
the Parliament should be held every year. 

(3) End of the Movement—Ihe Chartists held meetines 

at every place and made exciting speeches In tht* h PO ; nn ; nn 

followed the peaceful path of Lovett. In 1*839 A D thev 

a petition to the Parliament, but it was rejected* Alee/ ?SfSS 
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came under Feargus’s influence and strikes and riots began to take 
place at every place, so the government suppressed this movement 
forcibly, for the time-being. 

In 1848 A.D., when the revolutionaries started a movement 
Everywhere, the Chartists restarted their movement. They prepared a 
new petition which was signed by lacs of persons. They took out a 
procession to present their Petition to the parliament but their proces¬ 
sion was stopped on a way. On the scrutiny of the petition, it was 
found that many of those signatures were forged. Even the forged 
signatures of Queen Victoria were also there. This gave a great set¬ 
back to the movement. The government declared it illegal, i This 
movement thus calmed down by and by. 

(4) Causes of its Failure —(/) This movement did fail but not 
because its objectives were improper but its failure was due to its 
aggressire means. People did not like strikes and riots. 

(//) Unemployment problem was solved by the opening of 
new factories. 


(Hi) The repealing of the Corn Laws removed the proverty upto 
a great extent. 

(iv) Government passed many laws and acts to improve the 
conditions of workmen and labourers and so they separated them¬ 
selves from this movement. 

But what actually killed the Chartist Movement was improvement 
in employment and working conditions of the labourers that followed in 
the wake of English reforms between 1830 A.D. to 1810 A.D33 

—(Woodword) 

(v) Chartists did not have any able leader. Their leaders were 
divided on certain issues. They were formed into revolutionary and 
evolutionary groups. 

It has been said about the failure of this movement— 


The Chartist Movement failed because it was largely the reac¬ 
tionary movement of an economically superceded ami politically power¬ 
less class . — (Gregg) 

.. . Importance —The Chartist Movement failed but it showed 

its effects in the times to come. The government later on itself accep¬ 
ted 5 ot the 6 demands and introduced reforms in the franchise by 
^passing various acts from time to time. Olny the demand of yearly 
elections to the Parliament was not accepted. Consequently, the 

r ,2? ca,ed th * Corn Laws and P^sed many laws for the wel- 

V)u movc , ment P^yed an important part in 
drawing che attention of the people towards their social, economic and 
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political conditions. This movement gave birth to many reforms. 
tUzen has rightly said— 

“// seems that some tremendous tntpetus of England^ mot* 
democracy , w/t:c/i grew 50 markedly towards the close of 
was derived from this movement of the Chartists • 

(ft) The Corn Law.-These were the laws which were p^sed 
to safeguard the interests of the landlords in 181 i ncrcase d. 
the Napoleonic Wars. Duty on the imported comandlords gained 
This resulted in the rise of the price of the corn. The 1 f larlc< i 

but it adversely affected the general public. Soon pe p 
raising voice against these laws. 

„„ ”'hS d b“ ri S'"o^ ,^S°o y rthT'iU'S. 

sarws A’S^ssr•^.^Agr 3B £ 
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other side. An Anti-Corn Law League was forn^d under the lea 
ship of Cobdon and John Bright. In 1839 A.D., Ac publ . 

industrialists tried to oppose these laws. ™eyexc'ted th E 
public by making speeches and distriouting pamphlets by movi mg 
place to place. By and by, this movement gained momentum. 

The potato-crop was ruined in Ireland n C onlc‘ 

resulted in deaths by hunger and the general condition of tl P P 
became very sad. On seeing their condition. Peel decided to rep 
these laws a^ there was no way out for improving the condition 

the poor. His party men were against it. He, however, said 

"The removal of the impediments to imports is the only effectual 
remedy of checking famine, starvation and appalling mortality 

Ireland?' 

Thus in 1846 A.D., he repealed these laws with the belpofthe 
opposite party l.e., the Liberals. After this, he had to submit bisi resg 

nation as he could not maintain his majority in the Par t?v tnd the 
resigned by giving preference to the interests of the public and the 

loouutry over and above his own party-interests. He himself said 

“/ shall leave behind a name remembered with expression of 
will in the abodes of these whose lot it is to earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brows." 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

• • 

1. The , Chartist Movement—The interests of the workmen and the 
labourers were neglected by the First Reform Act of 1832. 

(2) Their economic condition deteriorated. 

(3) They started the Chartist Movement under the leadership of Lovett 
and Feargus. 


BNGLanC) IK tflB 1$TH AKD BAJLLY 20IH CBNTURY 



(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 

(7) 

( 8 ) 
(9) 


Petition with 6 demands submitted to the government. 

Petition was rejected and the movement was suppressed. 

The movement was restarted in 1848 A.D. and a petition wo 
prepared. 

It was again suppressed by the Government. 

Causes of its failure. 


th ' S m ? vement wa s that this compelled the govem- 

™ e . n * *?‘ n i[°, duCC reforms and 5 out of 6 demands were accepted 
in the times to come. ^ 


2 . 

( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 
(7) 


Ta h ndlo?d™ i^UV heSe ' aWS WerC P3SSed for ,he benefit 

Increase in duty on the imports of corn 
Its adverse eflect on the labourers and workmen 
These laws also proved harmful to the industrialists 
Formation of Anti-Corn Laws League to oppose these laws 
Destruction of the potato-crops in Ireland in 1845 A D 
Peel was compelled to repeal these laws in 1846 A D 


Reforms in England in the 19th century 

, Q Give an account of the main reforms in varions 
spheres of life in England in the 19th centnry. various 

Or 

. “ S *! dom hus any great society undergone within so 
short »lim« a greater change in structnre and spirit ” Explain 

,cent"ry " " CC ‘° * he Er * ot “ EngUnd i„ rtelSS 

En 1d^V, e h” t'? 1 “l" bus^infighSagainsTFra^ thaY s'he 
atYend” 01 Every » 

III breathed his last in the year 1820 A D After hi! °r ° rge 

Georg™ Vl (m0-30 A.D.fand Wiliam 1^0^30—37 A.D.^^ 

Swii 

Secretary of England (1823_30 A n 1 o u Pee i as a Home 

for about 100 enmes and made ‘Y\ dea,h r se ° ,enCC 

softened more in 1837 A D hv th#» c l u, te soft. It was 

away fhe^^duTS^ *e. PoUcc He took 

• police men He made the liKSE*. £«£ *£ ‘° U * 

arrangement for''lighter? 7tc* 77*them “* Smtn Yhld™"' Wa5 n ° 
women were kept together in the same smal? wI^'tS ZTrupud 
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them morally. The jail-authorities used to get bribe from the jailed 
nersons Hard labour was exacted from the prisoners and they were 
^n i'vere punishments. John Howard and Elizabeth Fry made 
many efforts for improvement in. the conditions of the jails. 

2. End of Slavery-Sir John Hawkins, an English sailor,* 
started the trade of slaves during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 'The 
slavery was against humanity. The slaves were treated cruelly and in 
an inhumane manner. In 1807 A D., the trade in slavery was declared 
illegal and in 1833 A D. the abolition of slavery act was passed and all 
the slaves were set free and their masters were paid compensation. 


3. Social Reforms—Many new industrial towns came up as 
a result of the Industrial Revolution. The condition of the factory 
workers was very miserable. The capitalists exploited them- 
had to work for more time and the wages paid to them were mucn 
less comparatively. The children and the women had to undergo 
hard work also. Efforts were made to lessen the hours of work ana 
improve their lot by the Factory Act of 1833 A.D. by 
Sadler and Ashley etc. The Mines Act of 1842 A.D. prohibited too 
employment of children and women in the mines. The Factory Act 
of 1847 A.D. reduced the hours of work to 10 per day. Alter 
that, many Acts as those of 1864, 1867, 1874, 1878, 1883, 1895 A.D. 
were passed to improve their condition. The labourers were given 
the rights to form labour unions, political parties and to go on strikes 

peacefully. 

The poor were given financial aid by the poor law during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth I. In 1834 A.D., this law was amended 
and only disabled poor persons were to get the financial aid from the 
government. The sound and stout poor persons were given work to 
earn their living. 

The Public Health Act was passed in 1842 A.D. for the well-being 
of the health of the general public. Disraeli’s Home Minister, Cross 
passed many acts in 1875 A.D. for the public health and many rules 
.and regulations were formed regarding the health and sanitation. 
Local bodies were also given the powers to get the badly sanitated 
(houses demolished and to get new houses built up in their place. 


4. Educational Reforms—Upto the end of the 18th century 9 
educational facilities were limited to the religious institutions or the 
individual agencies. The government accepted to grant an aid of 
£ 20.000 :o educational institutions in 1833 A.D. This sum was 
increased to £ 30,000 in 1839 A.D. The tax on news*papeis was 
also withdrawn in 1836 A.D. Education was given impetus by with¬ 
drawing duty on paper in 1861 A.D. The management of the 
elementary education was handed over to the School Boards by the 
Elementary Education Act of 1880 A.D. and the expenses on them 
were met by the local taxes. The elementary education was made 
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fnTs^l'A D by M < : n EdUC l f ,io , n Ac j of 1880 A D - and it was made free 
_• n i Many schools and colleges were opened for the exnan- 

sion of education after 1881 A.D. ^ c c *pan- 

in Economic Reforms —The production of many things 
%ion d For t h h e f n^ 0r,eS of r E "S ,an <| as a result of the Industria^Revolu- 

Smhh funn^rt P h ^ rCSS ° f h , C tr r de of fhe countr y. thinkers like Adorn 
hmith supported the principle of Free trade. Robert Peel was also a 

supporter of this policy. So he reduced taxes on many things during 

The P rnm^w SterShiP and also completely withdrew it on mfny items. 

I s Were repeaIed in 1846 A.D. for the benefit of the poor. 
Navigation laws were passed to facilitate the free trade. Gladstone 

also followed the policy of the free-trade to give impetus to the trade. 

6. Reforms in the Local Government —The local administra¬ 
tion was in name only as it was completely under the control of the 
government. The condition of the Local Bodies was not satisfactory 
The Municipal Corporation Act was passed in 1835. Everv 
tax-payer was given the right to elect members to the Municipal 
Committee ot his city So the Municipal Committees became fhe 

true representative of the people and they started paying aitention to 

improve the condition of the cities as also fo provide social services 
there. These improvements cleared the way for the reforms of lSRd 
A.D. and 1894 A.D. in the local administration. 1884 

* 7 : Religious Reforms —In the beginning of the 19th century, 
most of the people of England had religious freedom but there wero 
still many restrictions imposed upon the Catholics, Dissenters and the 
Jews. The Test Act and the Corporation Act haa been passed during 

the reign of the Charles II. Those persons, who did not follow the 

Church ol England, could not get an employment. Both these acts were 

h ::nr le iM K i A ' D ' Even th ™ ^ dwTot S ™ * 

r,gbt ?° h ™ I i 1e , mb ^ rs 01 Parliament in England and specially 
in Ireland. The Catholic Emancipation Act was passed in 1820 A V) 

? a ? ieI °’ C0 ^ en and they got P the right to ^co'mc 

Members ot the Parliament. The restrictions imposed upon the Jews 
were also removed in i858 A.D. 

8. Political Reforms—Many acts were passed to reform the 

Parliament in England. They have been described in detail in the 
last question. uc 

• « Tbus » we see that many important acts were passed for the* 

SSTSMJSr 1 “ d W-Sta England 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

^^Codc^pohce^nd^ai" ^ 19(h Ccn,ur y—d) Reforms in the Renal 

(2) End of Slavery. 

(3) Social reforms—different factory acts, amendment in the Pc or Act 
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(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 


( 8 ) 


in 1834 A.D. ; rules regarding health and employment. 

Education reform Act of 1836, 1861, 1870 and 1880 A.D. 

Economic reforms—Following the free trade policy. • 

Reforms in the local administration—Act of 1835, 1884 ana 

1894 A.D. 

Religious Reforms—Repealing of the Test Act and Corporation Act 
in 1828 A.D., the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1828 A.D., removal 
of restrictions from the Jews in 1858 A.D. 

Political reforms. 


Achievements of Gladstone, Disraeli and Salisbury. 


Q, 5. Give an account of the work and achievements of 
Gladstone, Disraeli a nd Salisbury. 

1, Gladstone 

Ans. 1. Gladstone was the most famous Prime Minister and 
a great politician of Queen Victoria’s reign. He was born in 1809 
A.D- His father was a rich merchants In 1832 A.D., be became the 
Member of Parliament. In 1843 A.D., he became the member of the 
Board of Trade under Peel. In 1852 A.D., he became the Chancellor 
of Exchequer. He became the Prime Minister of England four 
times, /.<?.. from 1868 to 1874, from 1880 to 1885, for some months in 
1886 and lastly in 1892 A.D. 


1. His Ho 
reformist and is 
England. 


ne Policy and Reforms —Gladstone was a great 
known for his internal policy in the history of 


(1) Parliamentary Reforms —The secret franchise started in 
England by the Secret Ballot Act of 1872 A.D. ( 2 ) Third Reform 
Act of 1884 A.D. provided equal^rights of voting to the cities and the 
villages. (3) The re-distribution of the seats on the basis of popula¬ 
tion was done by the Act of 1885 A.D. 


(2) Educational Reforms —Gladstone gave much importance to 
education He used to say, "We educate our masses ” The School 
Boards were set up for the management of the elementary education 
by the Elementary Education Act of 1870 A.D. In 1889 A.D , the 
elementary education became compulsory and in 1890 A.D., it 
was made free. The number of schools and colleges was also 

increased. 

(3) Army Reforms —(1) The Commander-in-Chief was relieved 
of the administrative duties. (2) The selling of the army ranks 
was stopped. (3) The reserve force system was introduced. C4) 
Regiments were divided into two divisions by the Linked Battalion 
System. Each one of the divisions had to remain in the foreign lands 
turn by turn. 

(4) Social and Economic Reforms— The labourers were given 
the right to form unions and to strike by the Trade Union Act of 
1871 A. D. The Licensing Act of 1872 A. D. brought the breweries 
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tTf* •? »• 

1880 A.D. The payment ofco mpen sZhnTftfr* L ' abilitV Act «f 

for the purpose of permanent refomsfn iln far . mers ° n eviction 

off,« lr.de „impede , 

was Peace loving and aoTrdeni^supponcrof “hi feiti mpenaI 'r' He 

national disputes by conferences^ * * e r sett * em ? nt of inter 

interference into the internal affairs ofniw” 0 favour ,h e policy of 
this t>pe could not succeedin t?|era o? na . His poUc y ° f 

neutral m the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 A n ' S “l' ( u- He reraain 'd 
Prussia. (2) Russia abrogatedthe Pa£ Treat? of * h,S H S,ren « ,heDe d 
creasing her influence in the Black Sea ^ d started in¬ 

stop her. He believed that “e Russian ei™® d n -°‘ a,ten5pt to 
better claims than the political interests of Fnof 10 ^ 10 /“ tc _ rests had 
the ‘Alabama Case* by paying a largesumffin^V,'^ He se «'' d 

(4) Gladstone did not like to suppresi the bL?« 3 ° L ,?^ hs) f ° Americ a- 
of Transval under British control he aav/fJ*^ keCP ,he CO,on y 

(5) England and France had joint control ovel pl ^r *°, Transval - 
the people of Egypt revolted under the lMd,. E p Pt '«• In ]832 A D - 

England alone suppressed this revolt This 5, ) ,p ° f Arab ' Pasha. 

under her sole control. (6) Mehdi also Jf “ e t l rought E gypt 

^orden with many of his soldiers was kmed ,^ SU u dan - Genera ' 
succeeded in suppressing this revolt finally.* d there but the ED gl‘»h 

union in 1800 A Taj, u M tb° b peopte of 8 f re" a n d " d Ire ' aod formed a 
beginning. Gladstone wasthe first min d ? pp ° sed “ from the very 
pvowcp,. He used ,« «,_»]£ , “g 

Carholics bul Ihe Cburclf of-Englan^ w“ s ipield lrisb People were 

were also to pay many ecclessfastical Ieviis oiThe ‘p '“ and ,he >* 
England were the landlords of Irish land an’w .IT The Pr °festanls of 

Imposed*on^hVIrish"peopie. W MaDy ^ ^2 

blishment and*S^ndowment^Aw 11 ofTsss^A n* ti," 16 Dis ' esfa - 

ESSTcr 5S S :»I 

Home Rule. He tried to give Home h R.de ^S° p,c vv:ho wa °ted the 

> K e f iss "°s e R b “[ e h B i" f ^ d 886 a p -d & sSVo^/a 

continued their efforts and an Irls"h FiSsS?* 
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not play a leading part in the European affairs *te***&jL 
Palmerston” -{Ramsay Muir) 

Even then one cannot ignore the fact that Gladstone was real y 

a great man. It has been rightly said-* We see no Pa ^“™Xhth 
equal to him and no public financer superior : nor any man i m the high 

places of state who possessed a rich culture of mind and soul. 

2. Disraeli 


Disraeli was also another great politician of Queen Victoria s 
reign. He was born in a 1804 in a Jewish family. He became Member 
of the Parliament in 1837 A.D. After the repealing of the Corn Laws, 
he left the party of Peel and organised ‘Young England group in 
opposition to Peel. He greatly strengthened and consolidated the 
Conservative Party. He became the Prime Minister of England 
He held this office of Prime Minister for some months in 1868 A. U. 
and then from 1874 A. D. to 1880 A. D. 

1. Home Policy— In order to make his party powerful, 
Disraeli followed the policy of reforms though he was a Conservative. 
He was of the view —“The palace is not safe when the cottage is 


unhappy** 

In 1867 A.D., when he was the Home Secretary, he passed the 
Second Reform Act and this gave the right of voting to labourers 
living in towns. (2) Arrangements were made for building good 
houses for the labourers by the Artisan’s Dwelling Act of 1875 A. D- 
(3) His Home Secretary Cross passed many acts for the safety or 
health and sanitation of the people. (4) The workers got the right to 
form unions and to go on strikes by the Employers and Workmen 
Act of 1876 A. D. (5) The traders and merchants were saved by 
the Merchants’ Shipping Act. (6) Common land was demarcated 
for the benefit of the poor and the agriculturists by ‘The Enclosures 
of Common Land Act (7) By the Factory and Workshop Act of 1876 
A. D. restrictions were imposed on the employment of children below 
the age of 10. The working hours for the children and women were 
also reduced. . Thus, Disraeli launched an ambitious programme of 
enacting social reforms for political reconstruction. 

2. Foreign Policy — Disraeli was a great imperialist. He 
was always ready to preserve and consolidate the British Empire. 
He wanted to bring name and fame to England and to establish her 
superiority in Europe. Therefore, he adopted the policy of interfe¬ 
rence, aggressiveness and imperialism. To quote — H. A. L Fisher-— 

( Disraeli's ) liberal opponents were right in the >fearing that his 
passion for prestige might bad ffie country into danger. 1 * ^ 

(1) Disraeli purchased the shares of Suez Canal for £ 40)000 ^ 
from Egypt’s ruler Ismail Pa$ha. The'English were able to save their 
interests in Egypt and Indian Empire in a better way by this deal, 
(2) Germany was making a great progress under the leadership of Bis- 
Biarck. He was keeping an eye over certain parts of France but pisracli 
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checked his imperialistic intensions by declaring his help for France 

K^ PrCS?rVCd thC b * ]an< : e of power in Europe. (3) He made Queen 
70 QSSUf p e titIe °f “ Empress of India” so that the Indians 
should remain faithful to England. In 1875 A. D., Bosnia and Herze- 

govma revoltedlag-inst the Sultan of Turkey. Russia took side with 
these states and defeated the Sultan with the result that the Sultan was 

!° c s,gn T If. at y °. f San Stefano and gained many facilities 
in the Black Sea. But Disraeli opposed it and called a conference of 
the European powers under the leadership of Bismarck in Berlin and 
was aple to check the Russian influence by the Concluding Treaty of 

Berlin in 1878 A. D. (5) The English defeated the Boers of Transvaal 
and captured Transval again. 

• 4 

Fisher observes “ While Gladstone was always a religious 
preacher, Disraeli was an incurable rominiic.” Disraeli was an able 
politicicn, a great imperialist, self-determined and far-sighted person. 
He organised the Tory Paity and greatly strengthened the British 
Empire by his effective foreign policy and raised the prestige of 
England in .he European countrios, Marriot has rightly remarked — 

“Instead of political reconstruction, Disraeli gave a prestige to his 
foreign glory and imperial consolidation to his countrymen .** 

3. Salisbury 

t W ^f b ° rn ’ D 1830 A.D., He entered into the Parlia- 

“J 5 8 4 .. A : D - w ° rke d as Disraeli's Foreign Secretary from 
. 1874 r AD - He thrice held the office of Prime Minister of 
England i.e, for some months in 1883 A.D ; from 1886 to 1892 A.D. 
and from 1895 to 1902 A. D. Though he wa»a conservative yet he 
was a great politician and a versatile genius. y 

P °r Iicy ^ TI ? ou gh he - was a Conservative yet he 
introduced some reforms:— ( 1 ) He passed a law which made the 

n *n£™l! le i r °f!jP u{s ?*y for the landlords in place of the tenants. 
% l fP' oni * Ju J }lIe o °f Q ue en Victoria was celebrated during his 
ra, sed the prestige of the queen and England both 

thr fnral r dUCCd may refor “ s in the local administration by passing 

Swarfs thlX'” A , C 1 ° f ,, 1890 A ‘ D - Attention was paid 
Sin h lw b health and sanitation by the .Housing Act of 

If?!' W % P assed to safeguard the interests of the labourers'^ 

A r> ZT y Educ f . an ° n ™^ made free by the Education Act of 

ri A A D n Education'^ e H UCa "°? al sys,em was introduced inl898 
* //• * ^"Education Board was also established. (7) The system of 

•ft'Ssr & p u “s 5 s ss 
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and conferences. He did not favour England’s joining any camp in 
Europe. He tried to have friendly relations with other European 
countries and kept the war aV«ay for a long time. Trevelyan has 

said— 

“Salisbury's policy of prudent bargain and constant concessions 
prevented European war on accouiit of African territory. 9 ' 

(l)l'e maintained the British influence in Egypt. (2) There 
was possibility of a conflict with France due to the Fashoda incident. 
England Could never tolerate the French influence over Sudan. At 
last this conflict was settled by negotiations. (3/ In 1896 A u. Crete 

revolted against Turkey’s rule over there and as a result Ofjt ^co- 
Turkish' War broke out in 1897 A. D. Greece was defeated but 
Turkey had to withdraw from Crete as a result of Salisbury s efforts. 
So he was able to save Crete and Greece from the Turks. (4) He also 
solved the Indian and Afghan problems with Russia by peaceful 
means. (5) Germany made many efforts to have an alliance with 
England. Salisbury established friendly relations but he did not enter 
into any treaty with Germany as he did not favour groupism. (6) He 
supported the policy of colonial expansion and expanded the British 
Colonial empire in Africa and Australia. He set up the Federation 
of Australian Con monwealth in 1901 A. D. in order to bring the 
Australian colonies nearer to England. 

So by his foreign policy Salisbury safeguarded the British 
interests, raised her prestige and kept her aloof from the wars. 

Ramsay Muir has said:— 

“On the whole , his success both as a Prime Minister as well as 
Foreign Minister of England was great and enviable .” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Gladstone. (1) Born in 1809 A.D w . . 

(2) Entry into Parliament in 1832 A.D. and became Prime Minister 

of England four times. 

(3) He was a great reformer—parliamentry reforms, military reforms, 

social and economic reforms. . * . _ 

( 4 ) Foreign Policy—He was not an imperialist and favoured peace. 

Non-interference in the Farnco-Punssian War in 1870 A.D. ; abrogation of 
the treaty of Paris by Russia, end of the Albama case ; freedom of Transvaal ; 
Egyptian and Sudanese problems. 

(5) Irish Problem. 

2. Disraeli. (1) Bom in 1804 A.D. Entry into Parliament, in 1849 

A D. and became Prime Minister twice. 

(2) He mad * many reforms to strengthen his party. 

(3) He was an imperialist and supporter of the policy of* interference 
and aggression ; purchase of the shares of' the Suez canal ; tp. check the 
German power ; declaring Queen Victoria ’*as Empress of India ; Eastern 
Question ; capture of Transvaal ; raised the prestige of the country. 

3. Salisbury. (1) hprn in 1830 A.D. ; entry into Parliament in 1854 
A.D., became Prime Minister three times. 

(2^ Reforms made under his Home Policy. 
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(3) Foreign Policy—supporter of the policy of non-interference and 
alliances favoured the policy of peace. 

(4) Maintenance of control over Egypt and Sudan. 

(5) Maintenance of friendly relations with other countries. 

(6) Expansion of Colonial Empire. 

(7) Kept away the wars by his diplomacy. 

COLONIAL POLICY OF ENGLAND IN THE 19th CENTURY 

Q. 6. Describe briefly the colonial Policy of England 
during the 19th century. 

< ° r 

Give an account of the colonial expansion of England, 
France and Russia during the 19th century. 

Or 

“The 19th century was a century oi empire-building on a 
colossal scale/' Amplify. 

Ans. In the 19th century, the European countries especially 
England, France and Russia captured many weak countries and set 
up their colonies there. Hazen has said in this connection :—■ 

**One of the most remarkable features of the 19th century was the 
reaching out of Europe for the conquest of the world. It was not only 
a century of nation-building but also of empire-budding on a colossal 
scale f a century of European emigration and colonization , a century 
during which the white race seized whatever regions of the earth remained 
still unappropriated .” 

1. Causes of Colonial Expansion— Following were the 
causes of the colonial expansion in the 19th century:— 

(1) The population of the European countries increased at a 
great speed during the 19th century. People of these countries dis¬ 
covered many new countries and set up their colonies there. 

(2) The industries in these countries also developed rapidly, so 
these countries required markets to sell their products. Consequently 
they paid special attention towards setting up their new colonies. 

(3) These countries set up their own colonies to get raw material 
for their factories. 

(4) There was an increase in tie wealth of the European 
nations as a result of the Industrial Revolution. They could not make 
use of it in their own countries. So they set-up their colonies to make 
a proper use of their wealth. 

(5) The Christian missionaries also gave a great co-operation 
in setting up these colonies for the spread of Christianity. 

(6) En land was the first nation that paid attention towards the 
setting-up ot her colonies. This resulted in an increase in her power 
and prosperity. Other European countries followed her in this direction. 
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(7) The desire to set-up their colonies was the result of an effort 
for gainingin-ternational prestige as the Internationa P«s g 

a country was, to a great extent, based upon her colonial empire 

(8) The gold mines were discovered in America, Ajjstraha an 

. Africa. This added a lot to the expansion of the colonial empire by 
different countries of Europe. 

(9) The developments of the means of transport ?"d communi¬ 
cation helped greatly the sales as well as eased the work of setting-up 

of colonies. 

2. Colonies of England 

(1) Colonies in America-In 1865 A.D the English had 
six colonies in North America—U pperCanada, Lower Canada, New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, New Foundland and Prince tdwardlsland^ 
The English captured Canada after defeating France in the Seven 
Years War (1756—63 A D.). The English largely inhabited the Upper 
Canada and the French the Lower Canada. There was often conflicts 
between the two. So separate Legislative Assemblies were set-up here 
by separating them. This did not solve the problem and there 
occured a revolt in 1837 A.D. The British Government, sent Lord 
Durham there and both the parts were united againon the basis oilns 
report, A Union Government was set up there and Canada was given 

the Dominion Status in 1867 A. D. 

(2) Colonies in Africa— The British defeated the Dutch of 
Holland in 181 ^ A D. and established a colony named Cape Coloney. 
After that their conflict with the Boers started. The English came 
out victorious in the end and captured Transvaal, Natal and Orange 
Free State. They established the Union of South Africa by uniting 
them. 


Egypt in North Africa, remained under the joint control of the • 
English and the French upto 1882 A. D. But France did not join 
** :tb England in suppressing the revolt of Afabi Pasha in 1882 A. D. 

; bu the English had alone to supress the revolt and they took over 
the control of Egypt all alone. In 1914 A.D, the English included 
Egypt into the British Empire. They were also entangled in the revolt 

of MeTidi in Sudan and in the end they captured Sudan. 

% 

(3) Australia and New Zealand —In the 18th century. Captain 
Cook discovered Australia and established a colony there. In the 
beginning it was used as a transportation centre and both the thieves 
and the exiled were transported there. By and by, the agricultural land 
was found and gold mines were discovered there in 1851 and conse¬ 
quently the work of colonial expansion started there with a greater 
speed. The English established the colonies of New South Wales, 
Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, West Australia and Tasmania. 
Gradually, all these Australian colonies were given autonomy and the 
Commonwealth of Australia was established in 1900 A.D. bx uniting 
them all.' 
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In 1839 A D., the English captured New-Zealand which was given 

lS J 4 A D * She was from New South 

waies in 1865 A.D. and was made a Dominion with the name of the 
Dominion of New Zealand’ in 1907 A D. 

. (4) 9 01 ®”'** ™ A»ia—The English entereJ into India as 

[TZ,L T : - 7th < ? ntur y- The East India Company took advant- 
age of the deteriorating political condition of India and established its 

rTrcnf^ crushing thc P ow «r of the Marathas, the Sikhs and other 

rulers of North and South .India. In 18^7 A.D., Indians started a 

Rn>?J»% f ° r freedom bu { the y failed in their efforts. After that the 
British Government took over the control of India in her hands. The 

Thlv «i? 0 7® r 5 ment a ??. ca P tured Burma, Ceylon and Baluchistan. 

h/h/c? tr,cd to estabIl sh their protectorate over Afganistan but with 
iiiiic success. 

Z bus ‘ ?]? e English established their colonial empire in almost all 

E/ r WO - d - Therefore, it was said. “ The sun never sets on the 
British Empire'*. Hazen has said— 

the ° p{ning °f the 20th century , Great Britain possessed an 
ZZhZd ever e s e een". S ‘ Ve ^ "" ,haH * 0 ’ ° ,her ^ ich ,lle 

ioined ( Fn^nH°“ ie ^ of Fran ^ e ~7 In the 18th century. Fiance also 

ambitions 6 ° f v,ndicatin 8 imperialistic designs and 

krcoloLfifft £ ^ ,S iZ d maDy coIonies ’ however, she lost many of 

she aeifn follo^/n def>at of Na P oleon *n 1815 AD But after that 

em pi re bvesabl kh in a IT* P , * V ■ " d rapid)y e *panded..her colonial 
empire oy establishing her colonies in other countries. 

She alio took^TnnT^ l 830 A - D V France captured Algeria (in Africa), 
one also took Tunis in her protection in 1837 A.D., She alreadv had 

eTth"^Teof n t e8a! . in WCS,ern Africa ‘ Af,er ‘847A.D.? she conquer 

ed the whole of territory situated between Senegal and Algeria She 

AftIr r th d at UP h Per Nigeri V n 1882 A.D. and Timbuctoo in 1894 A D 
Coast and MaVga^ca^n aIFcT^ C °° S °’ ** Guinea > Ivor > 

FrancewaTahle taDg,ed with Germany over the question of Morocco. 

W r a o the 1 “ f COntro1 ° ver Morocco after three crises. There 

on h R dl,H? b y ° f awar between the French and the English 

the Fnohth^V SS . UC ,D o Udan bu ‘ il was av e«ed as France accepted 

£ asr ^co The Engiish ° n ,heir part recogn ' sed 

after c ( ant. 1 rrn^i a ~ France ,i a ^ thefoundatioaofIlcr eolony in Asia 
After that «heb na i“J 15 18 ^° J A ' D ' durin 8 the reign of Napoleon III 
her empire Ah Cambod,a - Cochin-China and Tonkin unde^ 
1907 AD the A p h t were given the name of Indo-China. In 

of Ind^uch ! r e h nC ^ Ca ^ Uri ' d s ° me Parts of Siam as well as those 
or India such as Chander Nagar, Pondicherry, Mahe, Kankal etc 



J Jg sWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 

4. Colonies of Russia. Russia also entered this field, on 
Russi^‘extended her 2“toBIwkWby.W«tin^the Cjj=» 

Vladivostok ; in 18W AD sh. “nSMMSfcS’STwSJSWS 
conquering Tashkend and Samarkand. In 18 • •* ~ • but it 

Afganistan. This created tension between E ^™&™**™** 

was later on resolved by her withdrawing from there in the end. 

In addition to these countries, Germany, too, badhe^the 
parts of the Eastern and Western Africa. Belgium had under her the 

territory of Congo Free State. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Expansion of Colonial Empire. The European nations established 

their colonies in different parts of the world in the 19th Century. 

1. Causes. (1) Increase in population. 

(2) Need of markets. 

(3) • Desire to get raw material. 

(4) The use of wealth. 

(5) Efforts of the Christian Missionaries. 

(6) Competition with England. 

(7) Enhancement of the international prestige. 

(8) Discovery of gold-mines. 

(9) Development of the Means of Transport. 

2. Colonics of England. (1) England established the colonies of 
Upper Canada, Lower Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, New Foundland 

etc. in America. 

.(2) Establishment of Dominion in 1867 A.D. by uniting all these and 

granting them autonomy. . 

(3) Discovery of Australia by Captain Cook. 

(4) Setting up the Colonies of . New South Wales, Queensland ; 
Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia, Tasmania etc. in Australia. 

(5) Establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia in 1900 A.D. oy 

uniting New-Zealand in 1839 A.D. and establishment of the 

Dominion of NewZealand in 1907 A.D. . . . . 

(7) Conquering India, Ceylon, Burma, Baluchistan etc. in Asia. 

3. Colonies of France—(1) France counquered Algeria, Tunis, Senegal, 
Nigeria, Timbuctoo, the French Congo, the French Guinea, Madgascar, 
Morocco in Africa. 

(2) She captured Annam, Cambodia, Cochin, China, Tonkin, Chander 
Nagar, Pondicherry, Mahe etc. in Asia. 

4. Colonics of Russia. (1) Russia captured Cacus and Kars in Siberia. 
(2) Conquered the parts of Vladivostok in 1860 A.D., captured Tash¬ 
kent, Samarkand etc. in 1864 A.D. 

Belgium and Germany too had their own colonies. 

• * 

Causes of England's Participation in tho First 

World War 




Q. 7. Why did Great Britain go to War against Germany 
1914 A.D. ? 


Or 
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.hrc^l'w.^rm^D,? " ,b * " hi « t 

gssr ^ "VJ"? .t pw'^Sd^’SiSft"? K 

Follow.og were the causes of England’s participation in the War ° 0 

(I) Anglo-German Naval Rivalry — The Rritfcfi 
was first-rate in the beginning ofthe^Dfh r. . h Naval power 

sle s,.ssdfKrSrV 8 *?- ssa*sc 

Suss s* 

commander Tirpitz started *the expansion drihJ m d ' ? crroan navai 
rap,d pace. It Resulted in compet^on between .h^wo' ^ Ai 3 VCr > 
built one war ship then England would t o If Germany 
started widening the Keel Canal T /■? Ud * Ger ™any also 

to Germany so that the competition could R? j ^ ar Mio,stcr 
The Brittsh Parliament at lastTawrt » “ ,d , ^ av ? ,dcd b ut he failed, 
of twice the number of warshipspreoared hi'r f ° r the preparation 
petition increased the rivalry between the two Gcrmaa y- This com- 

Germany made^ a rapid” prog^e”in ”tbe ^ndus t^ l°^h Ca,onies ~ 
needed markets for her indi^fri'il nrr*rW.« sphere and she 

of the world, England had alreadv J? Ut ,D many countries 

rates and doiinilns GeJm^ny wanted to pr ° tcctc ^ 

MaK"”* "" lr »«■**» X“£ o :;,Tc7£ 

,,S c rrsi featsr? sr b -” d 

sa? rtfs “ sz T 

,; g ; h “ d s d E s 

Baghdad, England began to Set th/ 3 ^® 5 ' l,ne J-° m Ber,in to 
could not tolerate that there shonM hL G ra , an ob Jectives. She 
Empire from any power. “ u,d ^ ny danger '° her Indian 

When Germany established'th^Trinf* A ,'X' ded in, ° two hostile camps. 

France formed the Triple EnSfi with Austria a “d Italy. 

P ntentc with Russia and England as her 
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partners. Under these circumstances, when c ^ r “»“ y 

in 1914 A D then England had to come to the help of his any, 

Fr3nC (6) Germany's Refusal to ensure Belgium's Neutrality— Lord 
Grev’s all efforts proved useless to avert the hostilities when war act¬ 
ually broke out on 24th July, 1914 A D. between Austria and Serbia^ 
Germany asked England to remain neutral in the wa * 

Germany and France and gave this word that Germany *° uld n °J 
keep any part of France under her control after the war. But Englaod 
was more worried about Belgium’s neutrality. Englund got a Promise 
from France about the neutrality of Belgium but Germany did not give 

any assurance of Belgium’s neutrality. 

(7) Violation of Belgium's Neutrality by Germany— When the 
war broke out between Austria and Serbia* then Russia and France 
sided with Serbia, and Germany with Austria. Germany was trying 
to conquer France as early as possible. She demanded a route through 
Belgium for attacking France, thus Belgium was forced to demand 
help from England. The European powers had * cc °£™ s f d ,i hc 
trality of Belgium by an International Treaty of 1839 A D. The 
breach of Belgium’s neutrality was a great danger for England 
also as it was easier for Germany to attack England after conquering 
Belgium. The British ambassador in Berlin tried his best to get a 
word for the maintenance of Belgium’s neutrality from Germany. 
But he could not get any satisfactory reply from Germany. When 
Germany attacked France by sending her forces through Belgium, 
England had to declare war against Germany in order to save her 

prestige, 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Causes of England’s Participation in y>e First World War. 

(1) Anglo-German Naval Rivalry. 

(2) Rivalry between England and Gern^ny over Colonies. 

(3) Commercial Rivalry. 

(4) Berlin-Baghdad Railway. 

(5) Hostile Groups. ; 

(6) Germany's Refusal to ensure Belgium’s neutrality., 

(7) Violation of Belgium’s neutrality by Germany. 


University and other Important Questions 

1. Give an* account of the foreign policy of England in the 
19th Century. 

2. “Gladstone's foreign policy had been too mild and that of 
Disraeli too adventurous/’ Discuss. 

3. Describe the principal changes in the social and economic 
life of England in the 19th century. Estimate their political and 
constitutional reforms. 

4. “The era between 1820 to 1850 A. D. is known as the era of 
reforms in the History of England.’’ Discuss. 

Write a shdrt essay on the Reform Bill of 1832 A.D. 
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6. Give an account of the various acts that converted England 
irto a modern democracy in the 19th and 20th Century. 

7. Carefully examine the foreign policy of England from the 
Treaty of Berlin (1878 A.D ) to the beginning of the Great War of 
1914 A.D. 

8. How and why did England abandon the policy of “Splen- 
-* fid fsolation” at the beginning of 20th Century ? 

9. Explain the rise of colonial imperialism after 1870 A. D. 

{A.U. 1966) 

10. Explain the causes of Anglo-German rivalry from 1890 to 

1914 A.D. What were its results ? {A.U. 1966) 

11. Give an account of the Anglo-German relations between 

1890 and 1914 A.D. {D.U. 1965) 

12. Write short notes on— 

# 

(a) The Chartist Movement. 

(b) Corn Laws. 

(c) Reform Act of 1867 A.D. 

( d) Secret Ballet Act. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION _ 

MEANING AND CAUSES OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

Q. 1. What do mean by the Industrial Revolution ? What 
were its chief causes ? ^ 

1. Meaning and Nature of the Industrial Revolution. 

During the second half of the 18th century and the first half of the 
19th century, many changes took place in the field of industry. 
The term ‘Industrial Revolution* has been used to denote all those 
changes.^Formerly the things used to be manufactured at home 
with hand. Industries, if any, were small scale industries based on 
the domestic system. Under this system a small capitalist brought 
the raw-material and gave it to his employees who did their work in 
their own home in the- spare time. The capitalist gave material and 
tools and paid wages to the employees. Gradually the employees 
began to work with the help of machines in the factories started by 
the capitalists. All these changes taken together are known as the 
Industrial Revolution.!// was a change from hand work to mnehine 
work and dome sue system to factory system. According to H.A. 
Davies, ''The Industrial Revolution is a term which is used to express 
the change whtch was responsible for the adoption of the system of 
making tilings on a large scale in large factories with the aid of steam 
power, as opposed to the old system, which was generally followed up 
to the middle of the 18th century , of making goods in cottages or shopS+ 
of workers." T# quate Charles Mear&, “By the Industrial Resolution, 
we mean that great transformation , which has been brought about during 
the past \50 yea r s, by discoveries and inventions, which have altered 
fundamentally , all the methods of production and distribution , of means 
of •life and consequently revolutionized all the economic functions of the 
society". 

Its essence was the adoption of large scale production by 
means of power-driven machinery in big factories,- which could be 
established and maintained only by a large expenditure of capital and 
worked by orgnised groups of labourers. 

£ Unlike other revolutions, the Industrial Revolution was com¬ 
pletely economic in nature. % All revolutions such as the American 
Revolution, the French Revolution, the Russian Revolution, etc, 
were accompanied by bloodshed but the Industrial Revolution, 
was mainly peaceful.) It was a silent but mighty upheaval, while 
all other revolutions‘'had a definite beginning and a definite end the 
Industrial Revolution had no end. It was a continnous process and 
is still going on. iUnlike other revolutions, the Industrial Revolution g 
caused great sufferings to the workers and produce many sources of 
happiness for the capitalists. 
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a industrial revolution 
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2. Causes of the Industrial Revolution. The Industrial 
volution began first of all in England. There were many factors 
>ponsible for it :— 

(1) Increase in the Demand of English Goods. England manu- 
ctured cheap and very useful goods such as woollen and linen 
4h and iron and wooden articles. The demand for English goods 

* nt on increasing. In order to meet this demand and produce 
ods in large quantities, the Englishmen made new machines and 
rented new techniques of production.' On the other hand France 
anufactured luxury goods for the rich and naturally the demand 
r them was limited. 

(2) Character of the English. The Englishmen possessed an 
iventive genius and were very enthusiastic and courageous. They 
njoyed the freedom of thought and expression. There was free 
Jjope for experimentation and the government did not interfere in 
ieir daily life.V It was in this atmosphere that Englishmen thought 
f new methods >5f production in the different fields. (As a result a 
arge number of inventions were made by the Englisn scientists and 
engineers which brought about a revolution in industry in England. 

(3) Ample Capital. England had ample capital for large 
mterprises. England’s supremacy over seas anfTner naval power 
greatly encouraged sea-trade and commeice. AT zTresult the English¬ 
men had amassed a gfeat^wc-alth through their Vrade and industry, 
there was a lot of surplus capital availaule in the country and that 
could be used for investment in different industries qjid installing new 
factories. 

(4) Peaceful Atmosphere. The political and social stability also 
helped in the growth of industries. The Englishmen are patriotic aDd 
have a great love for peace and order. v N:ival superraacy of England 
also kept her safe from external attacks., The Wing leaders, like 
Walpole, followed a policy of peace and kept awr from European 
wars and thus saved England from the burden of costly wars. fThis 
peaceful atmosphere and political stability enabled England to 
develop her industries on a large scale. 

(5) Naval Supremacy. The English naval supremacy was also 
helpful in development of industries. The articles manufactured in 
the English factories could be easily transported to the various parts 
of the world and sold profitably/ .Her navy at the same time, 

helped her to prevent her European' rivals from exploiting over seas' 

markets. ^ 

y (6) Colonial Empire. England had a large colonial empire. 
From her colonies she could get different raw materials at cheaper 
rates for her factories^ The$e colonies also served as markets for 
English manufactured goods.} On the other hand France, Spain and 
Holland had to depend on their own home markets for the disposal 
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of their manufactured goods. Hence they could not compete success¬ 
fully with England. 

(7) Availability of Coal and Iron. Iron and coal were available 
in England in large quantity and again there, the iron and coal 
mines were situated near to each'other/ Iron was used in making 
machines and coal provided cheap fuel for running machinfi 
and factories. % \ Both these factors helped in the development of 
industries. 

£(8) Availability of Cheap Labour. The feudal system broke 
down in England earlier than any other country of Europe. x Thc 
agrarian., revolution preceded the industrial revolution in England. 
As a result a large number of peasants were thrown out of employ¬ 
ment. Such persons shifted to industrial cities. So a large number 
of labourers were easily available in England who could be employed 
in the factories/' Moreover, they were freemen and could move to 
any place they liked. On the other hand, France was still an agri¬ 
cultural country. The peasants were bound to their masters and 
could not shift to cities easily. 

(9) Rivers for Producing Electricity. The rivers in England run 
very swiftly and that too all the year rounds So it is quite easy to 
produce electricity from them cheaply and in large quantity^/ The 
availability of cheap power for. factories went a long way in the 
development of industries in England. 

* 

. . (10) Immigration of Artisdhs. Many Protestant artisans 
Spain and France not only migrated to England due to religious 
persecution but also they settled there permanently. The English 
government on her part provided them shelter and rendered the 
monetary help and in return made full use of their skill. It gave a 
great impetus to industry in England. 

(11) Napoleonic Wars. The Napoleonic war complete dis¬ 
rupted the peace and prosperity of the different European countries. 
England, however, remained aloof from the rest of the continent and 
carried on her economic activities undisturbed.^ Napoleon enforced 
the Continental System to check the export of English goods to 
European countries but it proved an utter failure. England brought 
raw material from her colonies and sold her manufactured goods 
there.’ Moreover, different European countries were dependent cm 
English goods./ They were forced to smuggle the English goods by 
one way or the other. Instead to ruining the English commerce and 
industry, toe Napoleonic wars gave a great impetus to them.j 

POINTS TO REMEMBER ^ 

Meaning and Causes of }he Industrial Revolution 

(1) The Meaning and Nature. It was a change from the domestic system 
to the factory system ; It resulted in mass production ; It was completely 
economic in character ; It was a peaceful revolution. 
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_ W Caases of the Industrial Revolution. (1) Increase in the demand of 
English goods ; (2) Character of the English ; (3) Ample capital ; (4) Peaceful 
atmosphere; (5) Naval supremacy ; (6) Colonial Empire; (7) Availability of 
coal and iron ; (8) Availability of Labourers ; (9) Rivers for producing Electri¬ 
city ; (10) Immigration of Artisans ; (11) Napolonic Wars. 


COURSE OF THE INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION OR IMPORTANT INVENTIONS 


Q. 2. 

Revolution, 
of Europe. 


Write a ihort note on the course of the Industrial 
What different inventions led to the industrialization 


I P t,u#tr * aI Revolution particularly in 

r- The ^ and en £ ,neers Particular, made a 

number of inventions and invented new machines, which revolutionized 
the industrial system in England. 

1. Industrial Revolution in the Cloth Industry— 

c , ,,/P- a f weaver Lancashire, invented The Flying 

Shuttle in 1733 A.D. It greatly increased the speed of weaving. It 
also made the weaving of broad cloth by one man possible. 

•tu IO l 765 J amc * Hargreaves of Lancashire invented 

The Spinning Jenny . It was a wheel which helped the spinner to 

turn eight spindles at a time. Thus one spinner was able to do the 

^work o! eight spinners. 

anot her Lancashire weaver Arkwright 
invented the Water Frame . .It produced harder and stronger yam 
than the Spmnmg Jenny, but it was run by water-power and could 

not be installed in houces. In a way it, however, ushered in the 
factory system. 

(4) In 1779 A.D. Samuel Crompton invented The Mule \ 

It combined the advantages of the Spinning Jenny and the Water- 
Frame. The yarn was both hard and fine. __ 

(5) In 1785 A.D. a clergyman named Cartwright invented 
the* Power Loom'. It revolutionized the weaving industry.) With its 
help one spinner could operate about 100 spindles. 

(6) An American school teacher named Whitney invented a 
machine called the *Cotton Gin \ It helped in separating seads from 
the fibres of raw cotton. 


(7) Various methods were invented for printing, bleaching 
and dyeing purposes. Elias Home invented the * Sewing Machine' in 
*1846 A.D. 


2. Use of Steam as a Motive Power. So far, all machines 
were run by water-power, wind-power or horse power. The invention 
of *Steam Engine ' by New Comen was an important step in the field 
of industrialisation. It was used for pumping water out of the coal- 
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mine?. Jaoae. Wat, made imp^menuin H and ^er.ected ^ His 

steam engine was called Beet . but also in tbe spinning and 

pumping water o“ ‘ 1 e te X t le mdus^ry / To quote Prof. Hazen 

*• C T C 0/ Tt m ’’ em faCWry ^ 

production, the throbbing heart of every mdustry. 

Later on electricity came to be used in industry. An English 
man named Michael Faraday invented the Dynamo . 

tt Revolution in the Art of Smelting Iron, Iron is 

CgSKd ancf strengthened Ure 

^ co F ^a y ir WO In^ $ Ab'rZm Derh. made 
a discovery of smelting iron, with coke, Henry Court ^invente ^ 

methods of ro g l ^ e A ' r ° n Be I emer invented a new method of removing 
rmpur r i«i« ln and making stedf*The invention of steel helped the manu- 
facture of strong and accurate tools and machines. 

extracting of iron ore from the mines involved two risks. The 

mines were of.e 8 n filled with water and ,t was quite difficult to work 

in them At the same time the mines used to burst when the coal 
gases caught fire. In 1705 A.D., however, Thoma* Lucoman 
invenred an engine to pump water out of mines. In 1815 A.U., 
Hiimphery Davy invented the 'Safety Lamp which enabled the miner.* 

to do their work with safety. 


4 , Revolution io the Means of Transport 

(0 Roads. Better means of transport are necessary for the 
development of industries*because the raw materia! had to be brought 
into the factories and the manufactured goods had to be carried away 
from the factories. Roads in England were in a very hopeless 
condition. John Macadam, an engineer of Scotland, made strong 
roads in England with the help of small stones. Soon a large number 
of roads were constructed Vi over the country. 

(2) C anu!«. Water was also used to carry heavy goods to 
distant places. Transportation of goods by canals was cheaper than 

carrying then, by roads. James Brindley constructed a net-work of 

o*nVs and important towns like Birmingham, London, Liverpool, 
Mar cHer, etc., were soon linked by canals. 

(3) Railway Engine. After the invention of steam engine by 
James Wait, an engineer, named Trevithick invented the first steam 
locomotive in 1802 A D. to carr> goods.- George Stephenson 
however, called the father of the steam locomotive. He invented aiV 
improved form of steam engine known as ‘ Rocker ’ in 1814 A.D. to 
carry coal, v In 1830 A D. the first passenger railway, between Liver¬ 
pool and Manchester, was opened, and Stephenson’s engine, ‘The 
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Rocket’, attained a speed of over 30 miles an hour.s By the middle 
of the 19th century, a large number of railways were built up through¬ 
-out the country. 

(4) Steam Ships. An American scientist, Robert Fulton 
(1807 A.D.) was the pioneer in the field of steam navigation. He 
invented a stream-boat which completed the trip of 150 miles on 
the River Hudson at the speeed of five miles per hour. In 1 825 
A D. the first steam-ship sailed from Glasgow to Liverpool. The 
era of steam navigation on the seas and oceans began in 1833 A.D. 
when the Great Western, (a ship) crossed the Atlantic Ocean in 
15 days. 

(5) Motor Cars. The invention of the motor car run by petrol 
was made by a German Engineer, Daimler at the end of thp 19th 
century. 

5. Revolution in the Means of Communication, 
Moiae invented the method of sending messages through telegraph 
wires first of all/ In 1835 A. D. the first electric telegraph came 
into existence and 16 years later the first underseas cable was laid 
between England and France. Vln a few years the telegraph system 

^spread throughout the civilized world. Postal service started in 1 840 
A.D Bell invented the 'telegraph'/in 1876 A. D. Asa result of 
these inventions the news which used to travel slowly from one place 
to ihe other could be flashed quickly from one end of the earth to the 
other. 

6. Industrial Revolution in other Countries. According to 
John Conard Appel, “The Industrial Revolution began in England but 
it was not confined there. It spread to other countries as well. They 
also developed their industries because inventive genius is not the mono¬ 
poly of one nation. The knowledge of industrial methods spread to other 
parts of the world, and other nations also made their contribution to it. 

After the restoration of peace in 1815 A. D. the European 
countries and even the U.S.A. borrowed English ideas, tools, machines 
and even English money. Many Englishmen hefped European 
countries in the process of industrialization. Cockevill helped to 
found the machine industry of Belgium. Douglas made textile 
machines in France during the Consulate, while Nottiugham intro¬ 
duced another important machine there. After 1830 A. D. France 
*made tremendous progress in industry. During 1871 — to 1914 A.D., 
Germany made notable progress in the industrial field and became one 
of the leading industrial nations of the world. This was due to her 
rich material resources, helpful government efficient labour and 
large colonial empire. Industrial Revolution took place in Russia 
in the latter half of the 19th century. In the 19th century U. S. A. 
completele adopted the factory system of production and developed 
textile, iron, pottery, shipbuilding, automobile industries etc. 


't3(+ 




iWAB Of MODEM EtJEoH 


121-0 

Though i£e d ““h e D y “^^ahMd* IrfTi^i^Cfcnnany surpaJU 
EngUnd in\he ma^uJTactuje of^meUls and Fran« “f 1 *, J^“‘ 0 y b |J^. 
design of hei r textid .V. £— Jndustriai Revolution spread untill 

To . r earth knew and experienced in their daily lives 

Tft!? P of°fc< {ft upheaval, probabl f the greatest revolution the 

world had ever known?* 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Coarse of the Industrial Resolution or Important Inventions 

(1) Industrial Revolution in the Cloth Indastry. (1) John Key’SpFlyini 

f^ U CromptL“ a Mu e ie V ; eS (5) TaTwrighVsVowerloom ; (6) Whitney’s Cotton 

Gin ; (7) New methods for bleaching, dyeing aud printing cloth. 

(2) Use of Steam as Motive Power. (1) New Cormen’s s t<»m Engine ; 

(2) Improved Steam Engine Beelzebub by James Watt ; (3) Use of Electric.ty. 

(3) Kevolotion In the Act of Smelting Iron. (1) Use of Charcoa ; 

(2) Use of coke by Derby ; (3) Henry Cort’s invention ; (4) Beisemer s method 
of making steel ; (5) Lucoman’s machine to pump water out of Mines , 

(6) Davy’s Safety Lamp. . 1 

(4) Revolution in the Means of transport. (1) St JP ng 
Macadam ; (2) Canals ; (3) Railway Engine by Stephenson ; (4) Steam boats 

and Ships ; (5) Motor Cars. 

(5) Revolution in the Means of Communication. (1) Telegraph System » 
(2) Postal Service ; (3) Under-sea Cables : (4) Telephone. 

(6) Industrial Revolution in Other Countries. England was followed by 
U.S.A., France, Russia, Germany and other European countries. 

EFFECTS OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

Q. 3. “The Industrial Revolution is rightly regarded as an 
epoch making event in the history of human race”. Discuss the 

effects and importance of the Industrial Revolution a 

(d. U. 195b : A* U. 19Wj 
Or 

Write a brief note on the effects of industrialization on the 
social, economic and political life in Europe during the 19th and 
early 20th century. U. 19oB) 

Ans The Industrial Revolution was a great landmark in the 
history of the world. It Revolutionized the industries and deeply 
affected the economic, social, political and cultural life^of the people^ 
Ramsay Muir has called it “a mighty but silent upheaval?' 

1. Economic Effects— 

(1) Large Scale Production. The use of machinery and division 
of labour helped to produce goods on a laige scale. Goods were 
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now manufacturad more rapidly and on a much larger scale than 
under the domestic system. At the same time the cost of production 
was very low per unit. Production of goods was standardized also. 
Now the consumers could get quality goods at cheaper rates. 

(2) Increase in the National Income. The Industrial production 
led to the mass production of goods which began to be sold in other 
countries. It increased the national wealth of the industrialized 
countries, particularly that of England. It increased her national 
wealth and enabled her to stand the strain of the French wars of 
1793-1815 A.D. It has been rightly remarked, “The rock upon which 
the Napoleonic Empire was founded were the factory chimnies of 
Yorkshire and Lancashive 

(3) ^Improvement in the Standard of Living. People became rich 
duetto the Indurtrial Revolution. Good quality of goods were now 
made available at cheaper rates. It raised the standard of living. 
It greatly in creased the comforts of the people. Now means of trans¬ 
port, communication, railway, ships, automobiles etc. proved a boon 
to the mankind and made man's life richer, more comfortable and 
happieRv It not only improved the food, drets and dwellings of the 
people but also improved their way of thinking and intellectual stand¬ 
ards. 

(4) Increase in Population. The Industrial Revolution in creased 
themational wealth, raised the standard of living, made life more 
convenient and luxurious. All this helped in checking the various 
diseases and ultimately it led to an increase in population. The 
population of England rose from 70 lakhs in 1750 A.D. to 210 lakhs 
in 1825 A.D. 

(5) Big Factories and Industrial Towns. The introduction 
of machinery destroyed the domestic sysrem of production. The 
growth of industries and the use of huge machines led to the estab¬ 
lishment of factories. The people of village shifted to towns and 
cities to get employment in the factories. Tms in turn led to the 
g&wth of new towns and cities in England such as Manchester, 
Birmingham, the Sheffield and Leeds. It made modern civilization 
essentially urban in character and the city-life broadened the outlook 
of man. 

^_ ^{p) Growth of Agriculture. Introduction of machinery, better 

seeds, dew crops, the drainage of waterland, the use of fertilizers 
and improvement in stock-breeding led to growth in agriculture. 1 he 
farmers produced not only corns but also cash crops on a large 
scale and became very rich. 

(7) Development of Banking. Progress in industry and commerce 
was responsible for the growth of Joint Stock and Trading Com¬ 
panies which carried on their business with the help of banks. The 
agriculturists also required loans for the improvement of agriculture. 
This led to the dedevclopraent of the Banking System. 
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(8) National and International Markets. The Industrial Revolu¬ 
tion led to the development, first of national markets and then of 
international markets. The different governments began to levy 
heavy taxes on imported goods in order to sategaurd their national 
industries. The Industrial Revolution also led to the production of 
goods on mass scale which necessitated their export to their countries. 
Thus, the import-export business led to development of internatk nal 
markets. 

2. Social Effect — 

(7) Disappearance of small Formers. The small farmers who 
worked on land and manufactured goods in their spare time in their 
homes shifted to new industrial towns and they were forced to seek 
employment in factories because they were replaced by big landlords. 

(2) Unsatisfactory Condition of Factory Workers. In order to 
make huge profits the employers exploited the workers to the 
maximum. Workman had to work in factories which were poorly 
ventilated, poorly lighted and were extremely unhealthy. They had 
to work for 16 hours without any break. Most of the factories' were 
lacated in dirty and unhealthy places so the cavsed many disease and 
led to premature deaths of the workers. The workers were very low- 
paid and they found it very difficult to make their both ends meet. 

(3) Exploitation of Women and Children. Women and children 
were employed in large numbers in factories as they were cheaper 
and easy to manage. They had to work for long hours in dirty, 
insanitary and ill-ventilated factories. But it had an adverse effect 
on their health and general well being. Even the youngest children 
worked from 3 A.M. to 10 P.M. with only four or five hours for 
sleep ; as such they had very little time for meal and for play. They 
had also no time and no provision for their education. Children were 
often employed in the (astorics atJJuuige of six or seven. Deformed 
bodies, twisted legs, sunken chests and savage appearance Were the 
results of these circumstances. Later on, the government was forced 
to pass a number of factory laws to improve their condition^ 

(4) Insanitary Conditions in the Towns. As large number of 
people shifted from villages to industrial towns and as such the latter 
became over-crowded. There was no arrangement for sanitation, 
drainage, ventilation, etc. The workers lived a miserable life in dark, 
dingy and dirty and congested houses. As the population increased, 
the number of slums also went on increasing. It has been rightly 
remarked, "The workers too often lived in miserable little houses that 
looked for all the world like cheese-boxes set in a row , without space for 
\gardens , lawns or trees and without proper ventilation. Many a damp 
and dark cellars Served as home for an entire family. Fevers and other 
diseases played havoc in towns like Manchester and Birmingham 


(5) Moral Downfall of the Society. Women had also to work 
for long hours in the factories in order to supplement their family’s 
ineome. As a result they had no Time and energy to look after 
their children and. house-hold duties. It was difficult for them to 
maintain their modesty and virtue under such circumstances. Vices 
Jike drinking, gambling, etc were common among them. It led 
to degradation and immorality. To quote Hayes, “ Children werk - 
mg in the factories, from before dawn until after dark , quickly learned to 
imitate the vices of grown-ups. What family life was like under these 
circumstances , in one of the cellar or cheese-box homes of an irulustrial 
K.tty , with ignorance , poverty , hunger , dirt , diseose , and vice as encmirs 
may be lejt to the reader's imagination.** 

o The Society. As a result of the 'Industrial 

Revolution the Society Was divided into two distinct classes—the 
capitalists and the labourers. Because of their selfish interests the 
capitalists began to exploit the workers. They paid them low wages 
and made them work for longer hours. They amassed great wealth 
and began to lead a luxurious life at the cost of the workers. The 

rich were becoming richer and the poor still poorer. This gulf went 
on widening and created social disharmony and ultimately led to 
struggle between the two classes. 

(7) Unemployment. Unemployment, especially in the initial 
stages, was another social effect of the Industrial Revolution, which 
raised a serious problem for the industrialized couutries. As the work 
v/as now done by machines many workers were thrown out of employ¬ 
ment. Consequently the first 4 Unemployed March' was organised in 
England in 1817 A.D. 

3. Political Effect #—• 

(1) England became a Dominant Power. Because of the Indus ¬ 
trial Revolution, England became a leading country in industry, 
commerce and finance. She amassed great wealth and became a 
dominant power. One of the factors, that helped England to defeat 
Napoleon and bear the loss of the American colonies, was the 
Industrial Revolution. It helped England to become the strougc^t 
power in the world. 

(2) Nationalism and Internationalism. New means of transport 
and communication such as the railway, steam boats, automobiles, 
telegraph and telephone, etc. brought the different parts of the 
countries nearei to each other and as such deepened the sense of 
national unity. They also linked up the whole world and made its 
various parts inter-dependent. Without the Industrial Revolution 
the international linking of the world would nave been quite 
impossible. 

(3) The Capitalists become the Political Leaders. The capitalists . 
became so rich that they began to dominate the political life and use«f 
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jjf their wealth in seiziog the political power. Jn England the capitalists 
dominated the Parliament for a very long time. Similar was and is 
the case with many of the modern capitalist countries. 


/ • 


(4> Need for Factory Reforms. The Industrial Revolution 
created many problems. The capitalists exploited the workers, who 
were not only paid low but also had to work for longer hours in 
unhealthy places. Consequently many factory laws had to be passed 
to remove these evils. As the Industrial Revolution resulted in the 
growth of crowded towns and smoky factories, so many laws had to 
be passed to tackle the problem of public health. The masses became 
poor and the government had to underlake various schemes to improve 
their miserable lot. 


(5) Need, for Parliamentary Reforms in England As a result 
of the Industrial Revolulion many people from the South and East of 
England shifted to the North and West of England and many industrial 
towns sprang up in these parts.} It upset the whole system of repre¬ 
sentation to the English Parliament and the people of the new cities 
began to clamour for representations in the Parliament. This led to 
many parliamentary reforms in the 19th century. 

(6) The Chartist Movement in England. The Industrial Revolu¬ 
tion, besides bringing poverty created many problems for the workers 
Forced by circumstances, they clamoured for the improvement of their 
lot. The distress of the workers under the factory system led to the 
Chartist Movement in England. 

(7) Search for New Colonies. As industries developed in many 
of the European countries including. England, America, France 
Russia and Prussia, etc. they were forced to set up their coloniei 
in other continents to get raw material and to capture new markets 
to sell their goods. This search for colonies led to colonical iroperial- 
ism. lo quote Prof. Moon, “ The industrialcountries amassed huze 
wealth and became very rich. They had surplus capital. They were in 
search of politically and economically backward countries where they could 
invest their surplus capital and make huge profits. The need to get raw 
material , search for markets to dispose of manufactured goods and desire 
to invest surplus capital led to colonial imperialism .” There was 

a race among the industrial countries to establish colonies in Asia 
and Africa. 

(8) Political Ideas. The Industrial Revolution led to a per¬ 
petual struggle between the capitalists and the workers, thereby 
providing new horizons for the writers to fly. Various writers pro¬ 
pounded various new theories and political ideas to improve the 
conditions of the workers and to solve the problems created by the 
Industrial Revolution. Thus various Isms, such as Socialism, Com¬ 
munism, Guild Socialism, Syndicalism, etc. came into being. 

* 4 ‘ * C “* taraI ^ ffect4 * "The Industrial Revolution also gave 
pppetus to literary activities and deeply influenced the contemporary 
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literature. It gave new inspiration to the poets and writers. They 
made the deplorable-and miserable conditions of the workers in the 
factories, as the subject-matter of their poems and writings. They 
placed a touching pen-portrait of their wretched life before the 
people. The artists made cartoons depicting the miserable conditions 
of the women and children working in the factories. * The Deserted 
Village' and 'The Village School Master ’ are the chief literary produc¬ 
tions of this period. 


Inspite of its evils it cannot be denied that the Industrial 
Revolution had done plenty of good to mankind. It has increased 
the national wealth and raised the standard of the people and made 

rT S . m ,°' e comf °rtable. To quote John Conaid Appel, 
Hie Industrial Revolution in the latter half of the 18th century ushered 
in a new world . The 19th and 20th centuries have developed and improved 
upon these .inventions and discoveries. Now mankind may have a more 
comfortable and in many respects richer life'* r 

j 

^POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Effects of the Industrial Revolution 

0 


Mo# n, i F lcE ,7f ct f* (I) Large Scale Production ; (2) Increase in the 
National Income ; (3) Improvement in the standard of living ; (4) Increase 

in Population ; (5) Big Factories and Industrial Towns : (6) Growth in 
Agriculture ; i7) Development of Banking ; (8) National and International 


(2) Social Effects. (1) Disappearance of small*Farmers ; (2) Unsatis- 
Coi *dition of Factory Workers; (3) . Exploitation of Women and 

Children; (4) Insanitary conditiorys in Towns ; (5) Moral Downfall of the 

Society ; (6) Two Classes of Society ; (7) Unemployment. 

. d) Political Effects. (1) England became a dominant Power- (2) 
Nationalism and Internationalism ; (3) Rise of Capitalism ; (4) Need for 

Factory Reforms ; (5) Need for Parliamentary Reforms ; (6) The Chartist 
Movement ; (7) Search for New Colonics ; (8) Political Ideas. 
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ral Effects. 


It gave impetus to cultural activities. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 



Dual Alliance of 1879 A. D. and Triple Alliance of 

1882 A. D. 

pyo 1 Describe briefly the Dual Alliance of 1879 and the 
Triple Alliance of^ 2 W-U. 1963 , 64) Important 

Or _ , 

Give an acc . of the circumstance* leadiog toward*ithe 
formation of Dual mce of 1879 and Triple Alliance of 1882. 
What was their significance ? 


Ane.—The Dual Alliance of 1879 A.D. 

Circumstances leading to the Dual Alliance —Germany became 
one of the leading powers in the world after defeating France in the 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870—71 A.D. Bismarck became the architect 
of the European politics and Berlin became the pivot of the European 
politics Bismarck followed the policy of ‘Blood and Iron* before 
1870 A.D. After the defeat of France, he feared that France might 
wage a war to gain her fost territories. In addition to that, it became 
necessary to avert war so as to make the unification of Germany a 
permanent feature. So, she followed a policy of peace after the war 
and tried to maintain the status quo in Europe. With this end in view, 
Bismarck tried to enter into allianee with other European countries 
and also to keep Fiance completely isolated so as to achieve his ob¬ 
jectives. He used to say— 


**As long as France has no alliance , she is not dangerous to 
Germany .” 

Bismarck tried to attract Austria and Russia to his side so as 
to make France friendless and keep her completely isolated. In 1873 
A.D., the emperors of Russia, Austria and Germany met in Berlin 
and the Three Emperors’ League was set-up. It was not a written 
alliance but they decided to work unitedly to solve the Balkan crisis, 
to maintain peace, to stengthen the autocratic governments and to 
check the socialistic revolutions. It has been rightly said — 

'*It was a personal alliance of the sovereigns , nominally directed 
against the *Red InternationaV and the advance of socialism but it was 
Of deep political significance:' — (Ketelbey) 
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INTERNATIONAL RBLATIONS 

Three Emperors’ League was shattered in 1878 A. D. when the 

Treaty of Berlin was made. In The Congress ° resulte d 

Bismarck took Austria’s side thereby displeasing Russia^ This resuu 
in The estrangement of Russia from Germany. Goocb has right. y 

S —to Of m Cmfrm of BoM,, m*. 
of high politics was the estrangement of Russia from Germany. 

J S j he Czar of Russia even declared that war could break out bet- 

ween the two countries at any moment. 

Its Provisions —Under these circumstances, Germany «n a cr 

Austria and concluded an a liance with her in 1879 A D. 1 lys 
ance is known the as the “Dual Alliance". It was decided therein that 

(1) If Russia attacks any of the two, the other will come °r P‘ , ^ 

Tf Franre attacks any of the two, other wiil remain neutral. ( ) 

each other. (4) This treaty w.ll be val.d1 fo ^ 

can be extended by three years more by mul>ireeme 

thus a defencive alliance. This 

Criticism —.This alliance had its spee.al ; .mportance^^ ^ 
brought Austria nearer to Germany and her positi 

and safeguarded. This alliance was greatly!° m ^ t ' 
This made the Russian attack on Austria difhcult it n P F 

Bismarck leaned more towards Austria but he did not i e f ^ 

estrangement with g Russia. So Ae Thrw Empe , f ^ J th . e , 

powers was attacked by a fourth one, ,he °‘['^BosTia^d Herzrf 
go v i naTt nd°R u ssianTeizure oflX? Romania were also accepted , 

^ys h Th^.f MS 

SSwS w7of 19MA. D. In this Section 

Ta,1 °^™w7iiM prepared strange fate for himself he had 

become the prisoner of his own act 

2. The Triple Alliance of 1882 A.D. 

Bismarck warned franca U> be “C'Sfopptm ni» “l !S2 
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Italy inclined to have friendly relations with Germany and discarded 
her old hostile attitude towards Austria. Bismarck took advantage 
of the state of affairs and made Italy join the Dual Alliance in 1882 A« 
D. so as to form the “ Triple Alliance 

The representatives of Austria, Italy and Germany held- a 
conference at Vienna and the three signed a treaty on May 20, 1882 
A. D. whereby the Triple Alliance was formed. Following were the 
terms of this alliance— 

(1) If France attacks Italy then both Germany and Austria will 
help her. 

(2) If Fr^pce attacks Germany then Austria and Italy will help 

her. 

* ' (3) If France and Russia unitedly attack one or two countries 

j of this alliance, then the three will unitedly fight against them. 

This alliance was kept a secret. Its term was 5 years. It was 
made clear that this alliance will not be directed against England. This 
was a defensive alliance, its terms represented that all the three 
' countries were to help one-another in case of a common attack. 

v Significance —This alliance proved a boon for Italy. She be- 

one q&Sk great European powers and her international influence 
increased. This removed the Austrian danger to Italy and she 
Xhr 2111 assurance of help from Germany and Austria at the times 
AAftfian oV French attack on her. But in case of the Russian 
G*' on Germany oiKAustria, it was not obligatory for her to come 
heir he!p. # 

Austria came under German pressure but she had a secret 
fc with Rumania in 1883 A. D. where it was decided that both 
an will help each other in case of Russian attack on any one of 
pei" i t Italy and Germany gave assent to this alliance. Thus, Austrian 
ion greatly improved. 

c , ; Bismarck was able to achieve his objective of isolating France, 
anr^ gained Italian co-operation and made France isolated. So in case of 

France was not to face Germany and Austria alone but Italy 
also, irats^mcted as a sort of check upon Italian and Austrian aspira¬ 
tions. The establishment of peace became an easier thing in EuropeJ 

However, by this alliance Germany set up a powerful defence 
line in Europe and thereby spoiled the balance of power there. This 
alliance checked the war for some time but proved to be one of the 
great causes of the First World War, Germany could not keep 
France isolated for a long time. This alliance gave rise to the desire 
for alliances. Ketelbey has rightly remarked— • 

“. Though Bismarck had temporarily isolated France , he had neither 

conciliated nor disarmed her . He had , in fact f built up a combination 
against her that compelled her to look for alliesX 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. The Dual Alliance of 1879 A.D.—(1) After 1870 A.D. Bismarck gave 
up the policy of ‘Blood and Iron* and followed the policy of peace and keeping 
France isolated. 

(2) Three Emperors, League in 1873 A.D. 

.. .(3) Ruffling of the Three Emperors, Lehgue-as a result of the Treaty of 
Berlin in 1878 A.D. and estrangement of Russia and Germany. 

(4) Formation of Dual Alliance between Germany and Austria in 1879 

A.D. 

(5) Benefit to Germany and Austria. 

(6) Revival of the Three Emperors* League in 1881 A.D. 

(7) The alliance of 1879 A.D. increased the power of both Germany 
and Austria. 

2. The Triple Alliance of 1882 A.D.—(1) Bismarck wanted to keep 
France comnletely isolated. 

(2) Formation of the Triple Alliance among Germany, Italy and 

Austria on 20th May, 1882 A.D. after taking an advantage of the estrangement 
of Italy and France. , 

(3) This alliance proved beneficial to these three countries but it proved 
to be an important cause of the First World War. 

Reinsurance Treaty of 1887 A.D. 

Q. 2. Give a brief account of tbe Reinsurance Treaty of 
887 A.D. 

Ans. After the Treaty of Berlin in 1878 A.D., the relations 
between Germany and Russia worsened as Bismarck sided more with 
Austria and ignored the Russian interests. In 18S1 A.D., the ‘ Three 
Emperors' League * was again revived but it again broke down in 1887 
A D Cermany had, no doubt formed the Triple Alliance in 1882 A.D. 
Even then Bismarck made great efforts to see that Russia should not 
get estranged and might be checked from having an alliance with 
France. There was the possibility of a war in the Balkans because of 
rival interests of Austria and Russia : Czar tried to make a treaty with 
France in 1886. Under these circumstances, Bismarck made a secret 
treaty with Russia in 1887, which is called as the Reinsurance Treaty. 
It conditions were as follows : — 

(1) If any of the two powers should become involved in war 
with a third power then the other would remain neutral so that the 
war should be limited. 

(2) It was decided to maintain ‘status quo ’ in the Balkans. 
Germany recognized the Russian interests in Bulgaria 

(3) The principle of closing the Strait was also recognised. 

(4) Germany gave a word that she would help Russia in 
checking Batenburg’s Pr.nce Alexander from sitting on the throne of 
Bulgaria. 

Criticism —This treaty is considered to be one of the great 
oolitical achievements of Bismarck. It has been said— 

“The new friendship of Germany and Russia prevented an Austro- 
”lussian War and Franco'Russian coalition .” 
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Some critics are of the opinion that there was no co ordination 
between the Dual Alliance and this treaty. Bismarck s policy to have 
friendship both with Austria and Russia could not provesuccessfi.l. As 
a matter of fact, Bismarck could not have friendship with Russia be¬ 
cause he always looked at her suspiciously. The German News Papers 
criticizedthis alliance greatly. Ike remarked— The treaty yeas artificial, 
meaningless and far loo weak to be of any real importance . 

There were great differences between Russia and Austria on 
Prince Ferdinand's sitting on the Bulgarian throne. Russia was against 
the prJnce. Germany had given a word of helping Russia according to 
the treaty of 1887. England and Italy sided with Austria- Under 
these circumstances, there was the possibility of a war.^ The war could 
be averted onljf on Russia's acceptance of Ferdinand s claim to tne 
throne which was a very tough task for Bismarck to achieve. 

Thefe was no connection between the treaties of 1879^A D. and 
1887 A D. This treaty did not succeed in checking Russia’s inclina¬ 
tion towards France, Failure of this treaty led to the rise of many 
military pacts and the establishment of diplomatic relations between 
Russia and France. 


POINTS' TO REMEMBER 

Reinsurance Treaty of 1887 A.D.—(1) Treaty of Berlin of 1878 A.D. and 
formation of the Triple Alliance in 1882 A.D. created bitterness between 
.Germany and Russia. 

(2) The Three Emperors’ League was revived in 1881 A.D. which how¬ 
ever broke down in 1887 A.D. 

(3) In 1887 A.D. Germany made the Reinsurance T reaty with Russis 
to establish friendly relations with her and to keep her away from France, li 
any of the two was attacked by a third power then the other was to remain 
neutral ; the vast interests of Russia were recongnised in Bulgaria and the 
Straits were closed. 

Criticism. (1) Success of Bismarck *s diplomacy. 

(2) A check upon the possibility of war between Austria and Russia 
and the friendship of Russia and France. 

(3) This treaty proved to be meaningless and weak, and could not pre¬ 
vent Russia’s close to France.^- 

cty 

Dual AUlance between France and Russia, in 1894 

% 

Q o. Narrate the circumstances leading to the' formation 
of the Dual Alliance between France and Russia and point out its 

consequences. ( D.U. 1962 , 63) Important 

Ans. Circumstances leading to the Franco Russian 
Alliance— 

Bismarck kept France isolated by his diplomacy andL prevented 
France-Russian coalition. France made strenuous efforts to find her 
allies in the political sphere. It was difficult to establish friendly 
ties with England because of long standing enmity between the two. 
Italy and Austria were the members of the Triple Alliance. So Russia 
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was a country with which she 1 ,could establish her friendly relations. 
On the other hand, Russia also did not have much faith on Germany. 
Russia needed money for her indus'rial development. France Re¬ 
insurance had much wealth and she could easily advance loans to 
Russia. The Reins-nurance Treaty also come than end with the fall 
of Bismarck. So the political and economical interests of Rus* ia and 
France brought them nearer to each other. 

In 1883 A D., to Grand Duke of Russia visited France. France 
agreed to supply the arms and ammunition to Russia on the condition 
that it would not be used against her. In 1888 A.D., France advanc¬ 
ed a laige sum as a loan to Russia. In 1890 A.D., the French 
Commander-in-Chief went to Russia for cor.clud a treaty but he did 
not succeed muclh) 

In 1891 A7I>, the Triple Alliance was revived and its term was 
extended for a further period of 6 years more. These circumstances 
brought Russia anJ France quite neaer to each other and both of 
them started efforts to have friendly relations with each other. In 
1891 AD. French naval fleet entered the Russian port of Constadt. 
It was given a warm welcome. The Russian band played upon the 
French National Anthem by Czar’s orders. This prepared a fore¬ 
ground for the treaty between the two. France also agreed to advance 
a loan at the low rate of three percent. 

In 1841 A.D., both of them entered into Entente Cordiale. It was 
decided between the two that both the countries would consult each 
other on all matters which threatened peace. Both' also agreed upon 
helping each other in times of need. However, the Russian Czar did 
not sign a military pact. 

In 1893 A D. the Russian fleet reached France and it was given 
a warm welcome by the French This created a formal way for the 
alliance. Consequently, they formed an alliance in 1894 A.D. which 
is known as the Dual Alliance. Following were its terms— 

(1) If Germany or Italy or both attack France then Russia 
will give her military aid. 

(2) If Germany or Austria or both attack Russia then France 
will lend full support t j Russia. 

(3) Both the countries will not make separate treaties with 
other countries. 

This treaty was signed by the Czar Nicholas II in 1894 A.D. 
after the death of Alexander 11. This treaty regained in force upto 
1917 A D. When the German Emperor Willian II came to know of this 
treaty he got greatly alarmed and became very angry and he wrote a 
letter to the Czar of Russia. He wrote :— 

“/perfectly know that you do not dream of attacking us, but you 
cannot be astonished Ihat the powers get alarmed seeing how the presence 
of your officers and high official in an official way in France fan it flam¬ 
mable Frenchmen into a white heat passion. Jf you arc allied for better 
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or worse with the French, well then, keep those damned rascals in order 
and make them sit still”, 

2. Significance of the Treaty— This treaty has a special 
importance in the European history. 

(1) Germany failed to isolate France in the European politics. 
France came to have a powerful nation like Russia as her supporter. 

(2) This alliance was against the Triple Alliance. Europe was 
divided into rival camps and this treaty proved helpful in the mainten¬ 
ance of balance of power in Europe. ^The French Prime Minister 

Rebot h^d remarked— 

“France has associated her interests with those of another nation in 
intenest of peace and equilibrium. . This alliance which wtis ratified by 
the universal sentiment of the country , constitutes to-day our dignity and 
our strength. 

(3) This treaty pulled Germany into a dangerous state as she 
was surrounded by enemies on both the sides. On one side she had 
Russia and on the other France as her enemis. 

(4) This treaty has an important place not only in the History 
of France and Russia alone but also in the History of Europe. Gooch 
has remarked— "The conclusion of the Dual Alliance was an event of 
capital importance not only for France and Russia , but for Europe ”. 

There was the possibility of maintaining the balance of power 
by it but, after some time, it divided Europe into two hostile groups. 
These groups started the race for armament and thus started the 
preparations for war. With the passage of time, their rivalry became so 
much acute that the First World War broke out in 1914 A D. 
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Dual Alliance between France and Russia in 1894 A.D. 

(1) Bismarck made France an isolated Country. 

(2) Bismarck created friendly relations with Russia but Russia did not 
have faith on him. 

(3 Russia needed money. 

C4) Under the<-c circumstances France and Russia were drawn nearer. 

(5) The efforts of Grand Duke in 1883 A.D. failed. 

(6) Welcome to the French fleet in Russia in 1891 A.D. and French 
loan to Russia. 

(7) Entente Sordiale between the two in*1891 A.D. 

(8) Welcome to the.Russian fleet in France in 1893 A.D. 

(9) Alliance between the two countries in 1894 A.D. Both decided to 
help each other at the time of an attack. 

Importance. ( 1 ) Isolation of France come to an end. 


(2) Helpful in the maintenance of balance of power. 

(3) Enemies on both sides of Germany. 

First World War S, ° n ° f EUr ° Pe int ° tW ° r ' Val camps and preparation for the 
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Anglo-German Relations between 1871—1914 A.D. 

Q- 4. Describe briefly the relations between England and 

Germany between 1871 and 1914. 

* 

Ans. Anglo-German Relations between 1871-1914 A.D. Better 
relations existed between Germany and England upto 1890 A.D. 
To have friendly relations with England was the cardinal principle 
of Bismarck’s policy. Therefore, he did not compete with England 
in the expansion of naval force and the colonial empire. Many a time 
he put a proposal of alliance between the two countries before 
Disraeli and Salisbury but they refused. Bismarck appointed his 
son Herbert as an Ambassador in England and got Frederics, William 
I’s son, married to Queen Victoria's daughter. 

In 1890 A.D., Chamberlain got Zanzibar in exchange for 
Heligoland from Germany. Salisbury was of the view that it would 
strengthen the relations between the two countries. He said— 

“ We have made an agreement which removed all dangers of con - 
flict and strengthens the good relat ions of nations 

William II (1888-1918) also made great efforts to keep friendly 
relations. In 1890 A D. Prince of Wales visited Berlin and in 1891 
A.D. William II visited England, The boundary disputes regarding 
Togoland, Kilimanjaro and Kameroons were also settled peacefully. 

But bitterness in the relations of both the countries cropped by 
after 1894 A.D. Dr. Gooch has remarked— 

“The sky began to darken in 1894 aud Anglo-German relations 
were never to regain the confidence and intimacy of the opening years of 
the reign of William II." 

England wanted to establish her influence in South Africa. Ger¬ 
many also wanted to expand her colonial empire in Africa. In 1894 
A D. England and Congo Free State signed a treaty. According to it 
the province of Baher-el Ghazel was given to Belgium’s ruler Leopold 
on lease for the whole of his life. The English gained some portion in 
the south of Tanganyika in exchange. Germany opposed it and so 
England he had return the so-gained territory. This created bitterness 
between the two countries. 

The English wanted to establish their hold over Transvaal. In 
the times of Bismarck, Kruger, the President of Transvaal, demanded 
help against England from Bismarck in 1865 A.D. but he re¬ 
fused. But the conditions changed after the fall of Bismarck. Both 
England and Germany thought of bringing an end to the influence of 
each other in South Africa. Transvaal gained some victory in the war 
between England and Transvaal in 1895 A.D. So William sent a 
telegram congratulating Kruger. This also added to the rivalry bet¬ 
ween the two. Salisbury remarked in this respect— 

“The raid was a folly , but the telegram was even more foolish." 
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Even then the relations remained good between the two countr¬ 
ies. The Fashoda Incident in 895 A.D. created the fear of breaking 
out of war between France and England. In addition, England was 
displeased with the increasing influence of Russia in China, in 1900 
A.D. Russia and France proposed to Germany for common action in 
the Boer War but William refused to do so. In 1901 A. D. William 
II went to England to participate in the last rites of Queen Victoria. 
After that, Chamberlain tried his level best for an alliance between 
England and Germany but he could not succeed. He said in this 
respect — 


€ 'Jf the people in Berlin are short-sighted , there is no help .” 

Under these circumstances, England signed a treaty with Japan 
in 1902 A. D. When Germany started laying the Berlin-Baghdad 
railway. England found it a danger for her Indian Empire. It 
resulted in a treaty between England and France in 1904 A.D. After 
that England entered into and alliance with Russia and the Triple 
Entente was formed among England, France and Russia. England 
took the side of France against Germany in the Morocco Crisis in 
190$, 1908 and again in 1911 A.D. 


In addition, there started a race between the two countries for 
the expansion of naval forces. Germany started organising her 
naval forces very quickly so as to become a first-rate power in the 
world. It was a challenge to England. She wanted to maintain 
her supremacy over the ocean at all costs. This rivalry also proved 
an important factor in determining the relations between the two. 

In 1914 A. D. the people of Serbia murdered the Austrian 
Prince and the war started between the two countries. The Foreign 
Secretary of England tried to stop this war but he remained unsuccess¬ 
ful due to the non-co operative and adamant attitude of Germany. 

ioh' 3 ' *, ak , mg S j; rb,a s s,de » declared war against Austria on 31st July, 
1914 and then Germany took the side of Austria. England wanted to' 

atwclfpTR I fr ° m ,L he c aF i bU , C u Sh ! COU,d not do *°- When Germany 
attacked Belgium then England had to take part in the war against 

Germat y for the safety of her political rights, as well as for Belgium's 
freedom and neutrality. 5 111 & 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

.air $.D. Bismarck tried to main'- 

3 P r X ince n o 8 f e vv f ? a ? zib ?, r wi L h eligoland in 1890 A.D. 

' Seulement^f f S CFmany in 1890 A * D * 

settlement of territorial disputes in Africa 

Estrangement after 1894 A.D. 08 

Dispute over division of Africa. 

Ch t0 , Kr H£ er on Tra nsvaal affair. 

In H 1902 a n S ^ ff0, . tS a,,ian:cs fa »led. 

France and in 1907 A D Entzhfnd^ Japa, V _ in 1904 A. D. England and 
Entente ; A En * ,an<1 > France and Russia’s formed of alliance 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 
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10. Rivalry between the two on the point of laying tha Berlin-Baghdad 
Railway and organisation of Naval forces ; 

11. England was compelled to take part in the war against Germany in 
1914 A.D. 

Anglo Japanese Convention of 1902 A D. 

Q. 5. Write a short note on Anglo-Japanese Convention of 

1902 A.D. (P.U. 1964, 65) 

Ans. Anglo-Japanese Convention of 1902 A.D.—Upto the end 
of the 19th Century, England followed the policy of aloofness but she 
had to give up this policy because of alliances among the various 
European Powers and she was thus forced to find her allies. On the 
other hand, Russia captured many parts of Asia and it created a danger 
to her Indian empire, England wanted to check the increasing in¬ 
fluence of Russia in the East She tried to check the Russian influen¬ 
ce by concluding an alliance with Germany in 1900 but there being 
no permanent alliance between the two. England was forced to 
establish friendly relations with Japan. On the other hand, Japan 
had also started expanding her colonial empire in Asia by defeating 
China in 1895 A.D. She wanted to check the imperialistic policy of 
the European nations with the help of England. 

, Under these circumstances, England and Japan entered into a 
Convention or an alliance in 1902 A. D. 

Condition*— Following were the conditions or main provisions 
of the Convention :— 

(1) Both the countries will look after the interests of each other 
in China and Korea. (2) England will remain neutral in case a war 
breaks out between Japan and Ruissa and Japan will remain neutral if 
a war breaks out between England and Russia. (3) If England 
or Japan are entangled with two or more countries then they would 
help each other. The term of this Convention will be 5 years. 

Criticism—(1) This Convention enhanced Japan’s power and 
prestige and she became one of the great powers of the world. Hazen 

remarks in this respect — 

««For the first time in history , an Asiatic power had entered into 
an alliance with an European power on a plan of entire equality. Japan 

had entered the family of nations and it was a remarkable evidence of 

her importance that Great Britain saw an advantage in an alliance with 
her'* 

(2) Japan gained help from English navy. 

(3) England checked the Russian influence in Asia. She vvith- 
drew her naval fleet from the Pacific Ocean and took that to the North 

Sea against Germany. . . . . 

(4) Japan got an opportunity to expand her empire in Asia 

and to organise her forces. _ 
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Tn 1904*A. D. when a war broke between Russia and Japan, 
Japan won this war. Russia had to withdraw her forces from China 
and Japan gained control of Port Arthur. The old treaty of 1905 A D. 
was revived in 1911 A.D. as a result of this victory. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Anglo-Japancse Convention of 1902 A.D. (1) England left her policy of 
aloofness at the end of the 19th century ; 

(2) Unsuccessful in concluding a treaty with Germany in 1901 A.D. 

(3) Convention with Japan in 1902 A.D. to check the Russian influence 
in Asia. 

(4) Enhancement of the prestige and power of Japan and she gained the 
English naval help. 

(5) Check on the Russian influence in Asia. 

(6) England could not pay much intention towards Germany. 

(7) Revival of Treaty of this 1905 A.D. and in 1911. 

Anglo-French Entente or Entente Cordiale of 1904 A.D. 

0 s Q 6. Give a brief account of Anglo French Convention 
or Entente Cordiale or Dual Entente of 1904 A.D. ( Important ) 

Or 

Account for the reconciliation between England and France 

in 1904 A. D. (D.U. 1963) 

Or 


What were the circumstances leading to the Anglo-French 
Entente of 1904 and how far did it constitute a Diplomatic 
Revolution ? (P U. 1967) 

Ans. 1. Anglo-French Entente— The commercial and colonial 

rivalry between France and England was a long standing feature. 
It reached its climax in the second half of the 19th century on the 
question of the partition of Africa, Fiance wanted to capture the 
largest part of Africa. England was also thinking to establish her 
sole-right in North and South Africa. So bitterness between the two 
was the natural result of the colonial race. 


They difTe ed over the Egyptian and Sudanese problems as well 
Egypt built up the Suez Canal with the help of the French engineers 
Consequently the French influence increased there. In 1873 A.D- 
England purchased the shares of the Egyptian ruler for £ 4,000 000* 
The extrayaga;, C e of Ismail Pasha, the ruler of Egypt, increased his 
debt greatly. Consequently. England and France both established 
a joint control over Egypt upto 1882 A.D. In 1882, an Egyptian 
leader Arab! Pasha revolted against this joint control. France did 
not take any step to suppress it. England alone suppressed it and 

domino C ° f H VV I dS a , bo,l,hed and England continued her sole 
dom nation and political control over Egypt. The Enelish had tn 

intervene ,n the Sudanese uprising. They gained success in the end 

fit TI,i° Uld n °' I?'?" ,he En S ,ish influence over Sudan an5 
t^Pt. This increased their rivalry. 44 
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The Anglo-French rivalry touched all-time height with the 
Fashoda Incident in 1898 A.D. In 1898 A.D., the French Captain 
Marchand hoisted the French flag over the Fort of Fashoda by 
capturing Fashoda situated in the upper part of river Nile. But this 
place was under the British control, so there was the possibility of 
breaking out of war between the two on this point. However, the 
French withdrew and the war was averted. The Anglo-French rel¬ 
ations deteriorated much more during the Boer-War. England was 
inclined more towards Germany and she put a proposal of an alliance 
before the German Emperor William II in 190 1 A D. which he reject¬ 
ed by saying : “The Road to Berlin lies trough Vienna *\ 

On the other hand, England and France were both afraid of 
the increasing power of Germany. This fear was the element that 
proved helpful to draw both France and England nearer to each other 
and in^904 A.D. both of them entered into an alliance. 

1. Causes —Following were the main causes responsible for 
the establishment of the Entente Cordiale between the two 
countries : — 

(1) The increasing power of Germany impelled the two to.for¬ 
get their old rivalry and compelled them to unite agaiDst a common 

foe. 

(2) England was afraid of the increasing naval forces and 
military preparations of Germany. She thought of having friendly 
relations with France discarding her policy of isolation. 

(3) The policy of Pan-Germanism also helped in bringing 
England and France nearer to each other. 

(4) The rivalry between Germany and England was increasing 
everyday and it reached the critical stage. Germany took the side 
of the Boers against the English in ‘the Beer War’. The Berlin- 
Baghdad railway created a danger to the Indian Empire of the 
English. The increase in the naval forces Germany was also a factor 
leading to the increase in their rivalry. 

(5) England wanted to move her fleet from the Mediterranean 
Sea to the North Sea so as to check the increasing naval force of 
Germany. She wanted to have friendly relations with France in 
^rder to achieve this objective. 

(6) The English ruler Edward VII also hated Germany and he 
was more inclined towards France. His visit to France in 1903 A.D. 
and the visit of the French President and the Foreign Minister to 
England also helped to bring the two countries nearer to each other. 

Conditions— So England and France established the Entente 
Cordiale with following main conditions :— 

(1) Both of them agreed to settle their commercial as well as 
colonial disputes peacefully. 

(2) Both of them agreed to give economic and military aid to 
each other. 
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Tn 1904*A. D. when a war broke between Russia and Japan, 
Japan won this war. Russia had to withdraw her forces from China 
and Japan gained control of Port Arthur. The old treaty of 1905 A.D. 
was revived in 1911 A.D. as a result of this victory. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Anglo-Japanese Convention of 1902 A.D. (1) England left her policy of 
aloofness at the end of the 19th century ; 

(2) Unsuccessful in concluding a treaty with Germany in 1901 A.D. 

(3) Convention with Japan in 1902 A.D. to check the Russian influence 
in Asia. 

(4) Enhancement of the prestige and power of Japan and she gained the 
English naval help. 

(5) Check on the Russian influence in Asia. 

(6) England could not pay much intention towards Germany. 

(7) Revival of Treaty of this 1905 A.D. and in 1911. 


Anglo-French Entente or Entente Cordiale of 1904 A.D. 


0^ Q 6. Give a brief account of Anglo French Convention 
or Entente Cordiale or Dual Entente of 1904 A.D. ( Important ) 



Account for the reconciliation between England and France 

in 1904 A D. (D U. 1963) 

Or 


What were the circumstances leading to the Anglo-French 
Entente of 1904 and how far did it constitute a Diplomatic 
Revolution ? (P U. 1967) 

Ans. 1. Anglo-French Entente— The commercial and colonial 

rivalry between France and England was a long standing feature. 
It reached its climax in the second half of the 19th century on the 
question of the partition of Africa, France wanted to capture the 
largest part of Africa. England was also thinking to establish her 
sole-right in North and South Africa. So bitterness between the two 
was the natural result of the colonial race. 


They difle ed over the Egyptian and Sudanese problems as well 

Egypt built up the Suez Canal with the help of the French engineers' 

Consequently the French influence increased there. In 1873 A.D. 
England purchased the shares of the Egyptian ruler for £ 4.000 000* 
The extravagance of Jsma, 1 Pasha, the ruler of Egypt, increased his 
debt greatly Consequently. England and France both established 
a joint control over Egypt upto 1882 A.D. In 1882, an Egyptian 

not d f er t Arab ‘ P . 3Sha revolted against this joint control. France did 
die any step to suppress it. England alone suppressed it and 
the dua control was aboli.hed and England continued her sole 
dom nation and political control over Egypt. The English had to 

intervene ,n the Sudanese uprising. They gained success fn the end 

E vo, ran ri, COU d n °‘ o 0l t rate the English influence over Sudan and 
tg>pt. This increased their rivalry. w 
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The Anglo-French rivalry touched all-time height with the 
Fashoda Incident in 1898 A.D. In 1898 A.D., the French Captain 
Marchand hoisted the French flag over the Fort of Fashoda by 
capturing Fashoda situated in the upper part of river Nile. But this 
place was under the British control, so there was the possibility of 
breaking out of war between the two on this point. However, the 
French withdrew and the war was averted. The Anglo-French rel¬ 
ations deteriorated much more during the Boer-War. England was 
inclined more towards Germany and she put a proposal of an alliance 
before the German Emperor William II in 1901 A D. which he reject¬ 
ed by saying : "The Road to Berlin lies trough Vienna ”. 

On the other hand, England and France were both afraid of 
the increasing power of Germany. This fear was the element that 
proved helpful to draw both France and England nearer to each other 
and in i904 A.D. both of them entered into an alliance. 

i. Causes —Following were the main causes responsible for 
the establishment of the Entente Cordiale between the two 
countries : — 

(1) The increasing power of Germany impelled the two to.for¬ 
get their old rivalry and compelled them to unite against a common 
foe. 

(2) England was afraid of the increasing naval forces and 
military preparations of Germany. She thought of having friendly 
relations with France discarding her policy of isolation. 

(3) The policy of Pan-Germanism also helped in bringing 
England and France nearer to each other. 

(4) The rivalry between Germany and England was increasing 
everyday and it reached the critical stage. Germany took the side 
of the Boers against the English in ‘the Beer War’. The Berlin* 
Baghdad railway created a danger to the - Indian Empire of the 
English. The increase in the naval forces Germany was also a factor 
leading to the increase in their rivalry. 

(5) England wanted to move her fleet from the Mediterranean 
Sea to the North Sea so as to check the increasing naval force of 
Germany. She wanted to have friendly relations with France in 
order to achieve this objective. 

(6) The English ruler Edward VII also hated Germany and he 
was more inclined towards France. His visit to France in 1903 A.D. 
and the visit of the French President and the Foreign Minister to 
England also helped to bring the two countries nearer to each other. 

Conditions— So England and France established the Entente 
Cordiale with following main conditions :— 

(1) Both of them agreed to settle their commercial as well as 
colonial disputes peacefully. 

(2) Both of them agreed to give economic and military aid to 
each other. 
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(3) France recognised the English position in Egypt and 
Sudan. In return, the English recognised the French interests in 
Madgascar, Nigeria, Morocco, Newfoundland and Siam. This 
Entente remained a secret upto 1911 A.D. 

Importance According to Ketelbey “The Anglo-French 
entente was a revolution both in French and English politics...laid the 
foundation of a general Anglo French co-operation in entemational 
affairs...” England’s policy of Splendid Isolation met its end and she 
had her one ally in the political sphere. This Entente diminished 
the importance of the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria and Italy. 
France also had a separate alliances with Russia and England but 
these were useless, unless England and Russia were not brought 
nearer. France made efforts in this respect and at last she succeed¬ 
ed in 1907 A.D. when the three entered into Triple Entente. Con¬ 
sequently, Europe was divided into two rival camps and this rivalry 
proved to be one of the main causes of the First World War. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Anglo-French Entente 1904 A.D. (1) The commercial and imperia¬ 
listic rivalry between the two was at a critical stage in the 19th century. 

(2) Differences over Egypt and Sudan. 

(3) Fashoda incident of 1898 A.D. added to the rivalry. 

(4) The increasing power of Germany and estrangement between 
Germany and England brought the two countries nearer and both had an 
Entente in 1904 A.D.. 

(5) The commercial as well as colonial disputes were settled and both 
gave a word to give financial as well as military aid to each other. 

(6) This resulted in the friendship in of the two place of rivalry. 

(7) Europe was divided into two hostile camps. 

Triple Entente of 1907 AJ). 

\ j. 

Q. 7. Why was there an alliance between Britain and 
Russia in 1907 A.D. (A.U. 1961) 

Or 

Discuss the circumstances leading to the formation of 
Triple Entente of 1907 A.D. 

Ans. Anglo-Russian Convention in 1907 A D. :—The 

English followed a policy of Splendid Isolation upto the first half 
of the 19th century. In 1882. A D., Triple Alliance of Germany, 
Austria and Italy was formed. France signed the Dual Alliance with 
Russia in 1891 AD. and again in 1894 A.D. Npw the English 
realised that the policy of isolation can prove harmful, but their efforts 
to have an alliance with Germany proved useless. 

During the 19th century, the relations between Russia and 
England were not good. England always opposed the Russian 
policy in the BalkansT. Their interests clashed in China, Persia, 
Tibet and Far East. Russia captured Port Arthur in 1898 A.D. The 
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English started a search for friends or Allies under these circum¬ 
stances and they entered into an alliance with Japan in 1902 A.D. 
so that the Russian influence.could be checked in the East. There 
was even a possibility of war between the two on the Dagger Bank 
incident but with the French intervention the war was averted. 

France also had an alliance with the English in 1904 A.D. and 
had already entered into an alliance with Russia. So she was feeling 
a bit afraid that if the war broke out between Russia and England, 
her position would be very false. Russia too had suffered a great set¬ 
back in the Russo-Japanese War. She wanted to gain back her 
lost prestige. In addition to it, there was little possibility of having 
friendship with Germany as she could no t tolerate the G erman 
influence over the Balkans. Russia started feeling that if her 
relations with England became good then she would be able to 
enhance her influence in the Balkans and the Far East. On the 
other hand, England was also fearing the increasing power of 
Germany. Under these circumstances, England and Russia were 
drawn nearer and concluded an alliance in 1907 A.D. Following 
were its terms 

. Conditions of the Alliance : — (1) The position of both was 
clarified in Persia. England recognised the Russian position in 
Northern Persia and Russia recognised the English interests in the 
Southern Persia. 
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(2) Both the countries wiU not intervene in the Tibetan 

affairs. . - > 

(3) Russia will give up her'interests in Afghanistan. 

Russia, England and France had the Triple Entente in 1907 

A.D. on the basis of the Dual Alliance of 1907. By this alliance the 
three couutries decided to consult one another on the international 
problems. 

Criticism This Entente created friendly relations among the 
three and their position became stronger. France geared up her 
efforts to get back her provinces of Alsace and Lorraine from 
Germany., Russia also started opposing the Austrian influence in 
the Balkans. England’s fear of Germany was also removed. 

Thus, Triple Entente was a reply to the Triple Alliance. This 
divided Europe into two rival and armed camps. Both started 
looking at each other suspiciously and a race for armaments started 
between the two. The bitterness between the two camps increased day 
by day. This Entente organised the nations into two hostile groups but 
provided no bridge between them. The equilibrium was so delicate 
that a puff of wind might destory it. 

This groupismi created an explosive situation and prepared the 
ground for the First World War. These alliances had in them 
the seeds of future conflict and fear. Grant and Temperley have 
rightly remarked — 

“This remarkable arrangement of international checks and 
balances for a long time preserved peace among the people , but by the 
very fact of its existence ultimately engendered strife, for the system was 
one of competing alliances , not of universal league. It was a balance , 
not a concert of power. As no combination strengthened or developed , 
its growth alarmed other states outside its orbit and mechanically 
produced a counter-combination . Competing alliance produced compet¬ 
ing arrangements and the rivalry of hatred and fear ended into two 
groups carrying their competition to the battlefield.” 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Triple Entente 1907 of A.D. (1) England 1/ft the policy of isolation 
at the end of 19th century. ' , 

(2) The relations of England and Russia were not good during the 19th 
century. 

(3) The position of England and Russia was not strong in the face of 
Triple Alliance. 

(4) France had alliances both with England and Russia. 

(5) The interests of England and Russia compelled them to have an 
alliance in 1907 A.D. which was soon converted into Triple Entente. 

(6) This Entente resulted in strengthening the position of the three 
countries. 

_. , Tllis Entcntc created two rival camps which were the cause of the 

First World War iu 1904 A.D. 
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The Morocco Crisis 

Q. 8. Write-a short note on the Morocco Crisis. 

Ans. Morocco was a small free state in North Africa and that 
was under the Turkish rule in those days. The European powers 
tried to capture it taking advantage of its weakness as also because of 
its commercial importance. After establishing her influence over 
Tunis and Algeria, France tried to capture Morocco. Germany was 
also keeping an eye upon it. Thus, it gave rise to the conflict between 

the two which is known as the Morocco Crisis. 

1. First Morocco Crisis of 1905 A D.—France had an alliance 
with England in 1904 A D. After that, she also had an alliance with 
Spain and accordingly Spain recognised French right over Morocco. 
After that France sent a mission to Morocco whose main purpose 
was to have a control over that state. The Sultan agreed to rule under 
French influence and France made a declaration that the aim of the 

mission was to help the Sulptan m reforming the administration and 

also an all-round development of Morocco. 

However, Germany could not tolerate the French influence over 
the Sultan of Morocco., The German Emperor himself paid a visit to 
Morocco’s Capital Tangier. He compelled the Sultan to sever his 
relations with France. After that Germany made a declaration that no 
othi country would be allowed to have control over Morocco^ Th, 
created an explosive situation between France and Germany^ But 
America intervened and an international conference was called in 
in Aleeciras 1905 A.D. to settle this crisis. All other countries except 
Auttria-Hungary took the French side. This conference granted 
Critical freedom to Moroccp and France was given the right o. 
reconstruction but she could not annex her into her empire. Germany 
m oet anv right of interference nto the Morocco affairs. 
Consequently^ 1 S ,5?, bittern... between the two eouett... 

increased a lot. 

2 The Second Morocco Crisis, 1908 A.D.—In 1908 A.D., the 

estrangement developed between the two countries on the Casablanca 
Case At the same time the situction became vry serious in the 
, Balkans also. So both the countries were compelled to solve this 
Morocco problem by adjustments. Germany recognised the Frenc 
^ght over Morocco and gave a word not to interfere in her integral 
affairs. In exchange for it, France agreed to safeguard the economic 
interests of Germany. Thus, the crisis was over. 

3 The Third Morocco Crisis, 1911 A.D—In 1911 A.D. the 
Morocco problem again became serious. The French debt oye the 
Sultan increased gteltly. The patriots of Morocco could not derate 

. Thev started a revolt in the capital of Morocco in 1911 A.D. 
‘ h,s ’ cant h^r forces there and also made a declaration that she 

zi ssswjtsx 
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she had taken that step as a safety measure for the defence of the 
Germans there. 

The condition became very serious but, at last, both the 
countries came to terms. Germany recognised the French special 
position in Morocco while France ceded to Germany some parts of 
French Congo with an assurance to safeguard the commercial in¬ 
terests of Germany and the other European countries in Morocco. 
Thus, the crisis was averted but this gave rise to the estrangement bet¬ 
ween the two and they both stood against each other in the First 
World War in 1914 A.D. 


U 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Morocco Crisis (1) Conflict between Germany and France for 
their control over Morocco, 

», • 2 - The First Ntorocco Crisis in 1905 A.D. and its solution in the 

Algeciras Conference. : 

- 3. The Second Morocco Crisis in 1908 A.D. and the Casablanca Case. 

Solution by agreement. 

4. The Third Morocco crisis and Agadir problem in 1911 A D 

5. Solution by agreement; Germany recognised the French'position 
in Morocco and France gave her some portions of the French Congo. p 

6. But estrangement greatly developed between the two countries. 

University and Other Important Questions 

What led to the Dual Alliance of 1879 A D between 

German^Foreie AUSt | ria 7 ^ ha ' was i,s on the 

German Foreign policy in the subsequent period ? 

• .. , (D.U. 1963) 

A^nce-of IsVrT'w'St Sfiif? the Tnpie 

A .. . (A. U. 1966) 

Account for the importance of Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 

. ‘ f , (D. U. 1965,. P. U. 1964) 

taSS A°D reC ° nCilia,i0n betwee “ England and France 

in 1904 A. D (D v 1963> 6g) 

EmeL W on904 e A lr Dand b 068 i!, ading to Anglo-French 
revolution ? • a ” d hOW dld “ institute a diplomatic 

xi/ au u (P. 1967) 

With what auns the Entente Cordiale of 1901 A D was 

formed ? What were i« results ? (A U 1962) 

mationo^e U TripL th E e ntent U e mStan ^ ““** ’^(D ^1915) 
Frate'inim To. f RUSSia Cnter int ° an 

1907 A a D tl T e a “ alHanCe betWeen Britain and in 

1907 A ? (A. U. 1961) 
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10. Discuss the circumstances leading to the formation of Triple 

Entente of 1907 A. D. (A. U. 1965, 68) 

11. Write short notes on :— 

. • 

(a) Reinsurance Treaty of 1887 A. D. 

(b) Anglo-German relations between 1871 A. D. and 1914 
A. D. 

(c) The Morocco Crisis. 

12. How far was Europe divided into two armed camps just 

before the outbreak of World War 1 ? (P. U. 1968) 
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THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 1914-18 A- D. 


The German Chancellor Bismarck made every effort to keep 
France isolated. With a view to achieve this end, he formed the 
Triple Alliance in 1882 A. D. in collaboration with Austria and Italy. 
On the other hand, France also started a search for allies, finding her¬ 
self in a precarious condition. Bitterness also cropped up between 
Russia and Germany as a result of German inclination towards Austria. 
So France entered into an alliance with Russia in 1894 A.D. and again 
in 1894 A D. Under these circumstances, England also had to 
establish friendly relations with other countries. When she failed to 
establish friendly relations with Germany, she had an alliance with 
Japan in 1902 A.D. After that, she had an alliance with France in 
1904 A D. and with Russijrtn 1907 A.D. This resulted in the Triple 
Entente of England, Russia and France. Thus, Europe was divided 
into two rival camps where the feelings ot rivalry and hatred were 
supreme. In addition to this, the European powers had the commer¬ 
cial and colonial rivalry. They were trying to increase the influence 
in the East. The German Emperor Kaiser William II was a very 
ambitious fellow. He wanted to make Germany a first-rate power of 
the world. These conditions prepared a ground for the World War 
which broke out in 1914 A. D. This war continued for four years 
(1914 — 18 A. D.) and almost all the countries of the world took part 
in it. Such a fierce war had never been fought before. 


Causes of the First World War 

Q. I. What were the causes of the Fir»t World War 
of 1914 ? (V. Important) 

Or 

What were the factor, that led to the First World War ? 

(P. U. 1966) 

Or 

. J°f .u ha p- P . ri £ C ' P . a J ^ aU “?, wou,d you a “«»>ute the out- 
break of the First World War of 1914 18. 

(D. U. 1961 ; A. U. 1356) 
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Or 


s a5?. ... 

causes of the Fim WorVwar F oM9j4 ft A!D.^ r ~ FolI ° Wine were lhe 
p,ove^',"~f"ofSis R w '”'" f 7™! Franco_Germany Riv.hy 

isss xtc-s' 

ptsszrx, wcai; rS&v 

Morocco Crisis also created enmity between the two countries tt^ C 
a conflict between the two became unavoidable cou °*nes. Thus, 

1R71 llr? :V i* iOQ °J f urop * int0 two Ho.tile Group*—After 
1871 Bismarck adopted such a policy as to make Fran..- 

lated and prevented her from creating friendly reb io„, S ‘ S °' 

other European country. On the o ther hand she formed t T 

Alliance in 1882 A. D. with Austria and Italy As lone a T B isma P ' 1 ' 
remained alive, he did not allow any country to have ftiendfhi^th 
France by his diplomacy. But after hisfefl, F^aeSablished 
friendly relations with Russia and England and the three countries 
entered into Triple Entente. This agreement was a reply to the 
Tnph Alienee . Thus, Europe was divided into two hostile groups 
and tension and anarchy prevailed in the international sphere Benw 
has rightly remarked in this respect P en,w 

"The State of Eu ope lived in condition of anarchv in the 
that each recognised no authority itself". * 6 ense 

These groups were busy preparing for the war intcmnliv th* u 
outwardly there appeared silence and peace. The alhances diwri?H 
Europe into two rival armed groups whose mutual enmity proved m 
be a great cause of the war. That is why it has been remarked - d 

“It all came from this d-d system of allinnr** /. , 

cause of modern limes." J aU,ances ^tch was the 

3. Militarism—Germany started increasing her naval fore, 
and army with a great speed and also started manufacturing ar f ^ 
ammunition. This resulted in a race for ™ ! r,n ® arms ;,nd 

rival groups. Marriot has rightly remarked— tS belwcen the 

teach the' afJar." Ew ° PCm <o 

Who could ignore Hie fact that this race for armament would rc 

suit in war any day. Each country in Europe was declaring This (hat 
she was manufacturing anqs and ammunition for her own sefe y bu 
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how could all-round preparations for arms and ammunitions check 
the breaking out of war. Am historian has rightly remar ^ 

“After all bombs are nor prepared to shoot pigeons on Holidays.’ 

The European countries started spending layshly on their 
defence services. At that time Germany had 9, 90,000 soldiers, France 
6,51,000 soldiers and Russia 12,00,000 soldiers. 

4 Poisoning the Public Opinion by Newspapers— The 
newspapers also played a great role in poisonmg the pubhc op.n.on. 
They presented the news in such a manner so as to increase their sale. 
They criticised the matters in their own manner and created an atmos- 
phere of doubt, distrust and tension which proved greatly harmful 
and also prepared the ground for the our-break ot the war. Bismarck 

himself once remarked :— 

“Every country is held at sometime to account for the windows 
broken by its press ; the bill is presented some day or other , in the shape 
of hostile sentiments in the other country." 

5. Narrow Nationalism—This was an era of narrow and 

fanatical nationalism. “ Nationalism was a new religion that roused the 
deepest emotions of mind" The human feeling almost disappeared. 
Each nation thought about her own natiooal interests. This element 
created bitterness among the nations. France was ready to get back 
her provinces of Alsace and Lorraine from Germany. The competi¬ 
tion between Germany and England* regarding the commercial and 
colonial expansion touched its greatest heights. The conflict between 
Austria and Serbia in the Balkans was pushing them towards conflict. 
The Austrian and Russian interests clashed in the Balkans. That is 
why it has been remarked— “The spirit of* fanatical nationalism proved 
ill for the peace of mankind .” . 

6. Clash of Imperialistic Interests — Almost all the Euro¬ 
pean nations, especially Germay, were in favour of expanding their 
empires and consequently the conflict among them was but natural. 
Germany started producing different things on large scale as a rusult 
of Industrial Revolution. She needed colonies and markets for the 
sale of these products. But many colonies were already in the fiolcL? 
of England and France. So Germany was to go against France and 
England in order to achieve her objective of getting new colonies and 
making progress in the commerical sphere. 

7. Germany's Attempt to become a First-Rate Power in 
the Wtfrld—Germany became a powerful country under the leader¬ 
ship of Bismarck. She defeated the powerful nations like France and 
Austria and also made a great progress in the sphere of trade and 
commerce. German Emperor Kaiser William II was a very ambiti¬ 
ous peison. He \vanted to make Germany a 6rst-rate power in the 
world. He started increasing his military power at a rapid speed. 
He believed in “World Power or Downfall Under these circumstances, 
his clash with other powers was quite unavoidable. 
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In addition, Germany was fired by the Prussian spirit. The Germans 
believed that the German culture known as 4 Kulfur Karnpf 9 was the 
best one and it could lead to the betterment of the world and he who 
succeeds is never in the wrong. 

The Germans believed that Victory was a moral thing. They 
were taught this lesson that war was reasonable. They believed that 

a war fought for a good thing could not be bad. In this commection 

Prof. Lampracht said — 

"After bloody victories , the world will be healed by being 
Germanist 

Such thoughts gave birth to war-like setiments. 

8. _Character of Kaiser William II— The German Emperor 

Kaiser William II was ambitious, arrogant and hot-headed. He 
started opposing every country openly. On becoming an emperor 
he made many of his friends and allies his opponents. His inter¬ 
ference in the Balkan states made Russia his opponent and England 
became his enemy as a result of Germany’s increasing naval power. 
Thus, he was greatly responsible for the formation of the Triple 
Entente of England, France and Russia. His emotional speeches largely 
despoiled the atmosphere. 

9>- Anglo-German Rivalry— The English were the first-rate 
naval power in the world upto the first half of the 19th century and 
there was none to oppose her. But Germany started increasing her 
naval power at a rapid pace in the second half of the 19th Century 
as otherwise it was not possible for her to compete with the English. 
The Germans constructed huge ships and started widening the Kiel 
Canal. It was a sort of challenge to the English naval power. England 
wanted to maintain her supermacy over the seas. Tin'S resulted in 
a race between the two for increasing the naval power. There already 
existed a rivalry between the two because of colonial expansion and 
commercial interests. This rivalry sent them to the hostile camps. 

10. Enmity between Russia and Austria-Enmity arose 
between Russia and Austria on the Balkan issue. Austria always 
opposed Serbia. Mony Serbs lived in Austria and she always feared 
a revolt from them. In 1908 A. D., Austria annexed the proviccs of 
Bosnia and Heizegovina. Serbia strongly opposed it and Russia 
also joined Serbia. The Kingdom of Albania was established after 
the defeat of Serbia in these Balkan Wars which made Serbian 
approach to the Aegean Sea quite difficult. Thus, the enmity betw&n 
Austria and Serbia and also that of Russia also corrupted the atmos¬ 
phere. 

11. Policy of Italy— Tricntino near the Port of Triest, was 
under the control of Austria but it was greatly inhabited by the 
Italians. So, Italy wanted to capture it. This also was a cause 
of the conflict. 

12. Near-Eastern Problem— The Near-Eastern Problem also 
helped in poisoning the Europan atmosphere. Turkey was a powerful 
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nation during the 15th and 16th centuries. She had control over 
the Balkan States but the Turkish power started declining in the 18th 
and i9th centuries and it made Austria, Russia, Bulgaria and Serbia 
strive for the enhancement of their influence at her cost. This very 
fact created a rivalry and enmity among these nations.l Again, when 
Germany started laying the Berlin-Baghdad Railway line, it created a 
danger to the English Empire in India. Thus the Near Eastern Pro¬ 
blem became very complicated one and proved a sort of gun-powder 
for the First World War. In 1891 A.D , Bismarck had said rightly to 
one of his friends—“/ shall not see the World War, but you will and 
it will start in the East .** * 


13 v Lack of International Organisation —This was a period 
of fanatk^t nationalism. Every nation thought about her owu 
interests. There was no organisation to control the mutual interests 
and io introduce the international laws. The resolutions of the 
Hague Conferences of 1899 A. D. and 1907 A. D. were also not use¬ 
ful in this respect. The international laws were distoretd for national 
interests. Italy entered into separate alliances with Russia and France 
to grind her own axe even when she was the member of the Triple 
Alliance. These things led to bitterness and tension among the various 
nations. 

14. Secret Diplomacy —Lawlessness spread widely in the in¬ 
ternational sphere and there was n.o organisation to look after the in¬ 
ternational relations. Secret diplomacy was at its climax. The alliances 
between the countries were kept secret and people did not know about 
them. 1 he foreign offices in most of the European countries were places 
of falsehood, thefts and wantonness. In 1904 A. D., Lord Grey the 
British Foreign Secretary, had an agreement with France. The Cabinet 

came to know of it in 1912 A. D. and the Parliament in 1914 A.D. 

This secret diplomacy gave rise to the feelings of mutal distrust and 
hatred and created tension and bitterness among the nations after 
spoiling their mutual relations. Benns has rightly remarked — 


;n . Th ( ’ brief glimpses of the diplomatic situation in Europe in 
19 n and 1914 somewhat resemble the pieces of jig saw picture none of 
which alone give a complete or true idea of the picture as a whaler 


0 

15. Immediate Cause—The gun powder of the war was 
getting ready since long in Europe but the murder or the Austrian 
Archduke was the spark which set the whole Europe ablaze. The 
Archduke Ferdinand was murdered in the Bosnian capital of 
Serajevo on J une 28, 19! 4. The murderer was a Serbian. Austria 
put the blame on the Serbian government for this crime and she 
sent a drastic ultimatum but Serbia refused to comply with some of 
the conditions at the instigation of Russia. So Austria declared a 

war against Serbia on July 28, 1914. n aeclarcd a 
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thpv rnnM ,anC 1 and tried to make this war a local affair but 

The French'Presidem^declared'— g!WC * W ° rd ° f hdD ‘° RuSsia ' 

has an ally to Fra™”" mfriends in the Russian P e0 P Ie Russia 


Tn!v ^^ S,a made a declaration of general mobilization on 
oau 191 \ Ge ^ many gave her an ultimatum to stop that within 
c ,/ s * *° t Germany made a declaration of war, on Russia's 

refusal to stop the general mobilization. Prof Fay has remarked in 
tnis respect"^ 

“It was primarily Russia's general mobilization , which, when 
Germany was trying to bring Austria to a settlement , precipitated the final 
catastrophe , causing Germany 10 mobilize and declare war*' 

England wanted to keep aloof but, when Germany attacked 
Belgium, then England was compelled to join the war in order to 
safeguard the Belgian neutrality and her own political interests. 

There were two sides in the war. On the one side, were Serbia, 
Russia, France, England. Japan, America, Italy etc. which were called 
the ‘Allies’. On the other side, were Germany, Austria Turkey 
Bulgaria etc. which were known as ‘The Central Powers.’ 

2. Responsibility of the War—It is very difficult to fix the 
responsibility of the war on any one country. Each country tried 
to shift the responsibility on the other. In fact, the responsibility 
cannot be fixed on any one nation ; each nation was responsible for it 
to some extent. That is why it has been said— 

“No nation brought the war and the statesmen blundered into it 
rather than sought it." 

Austria was ready to crush Serbia and she was quite hopeful to 
gain help from Germany. The German Emperor Kaiser William 
had said—“ Germany enters upon the war with a pure conscience. We 
are fighting for the fruit of our peaceful labour , for the inheritance 
bequeathed to us by a great past and for our future. The great hour of 

trial for our nation has now struck . our army is in the field , our fleet 

is ready for action and behind them , the entire German nation.” 

Whatever may be the reason, the German instigation of Austria 
ignited the war. 


Russia also cannot be spared from the responsibility of the war. 
Russia was greatly concerned with the problem of Serbia and she 
ordered general mobilization. France also supported her action and as 
such it was difficult to avert the war. Serbia would have been icady 
to agree to many conditions of Austria but Russian help instigated 
her for the conflict. 

England held this view that she joined the war so as to honour 
the international alliance by safegua»ding the Belgian neutrality. 
Lord Asquith, in this connection said— 
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“If I am asked what we are" fighting for , / can reply in two 
sentences. In the first place, we are fighting to fulfil a solemn interna¬ 
tional obligation...Secondly, we are fighting to vindicate the principle 
that small nationalities are^no( to be crushed, in defiance of international 
good faith by the afbitrary will of a strong and over-mastering power. 

However, it canrita* be denied that England tried her best to 
maintain peace. If England would have challenged Germany in the 
beginning or had refused to ally with Russia and France, then the war 
might have been stopped, but she did not do so. 

So we can conclude that the great war was the result of the 
mutual rivalry, distrust and hatred among the Great Powers of Europe 
and each nation was responsible for it to some extent. That is why 
it has been said — 

“The ambitions, the fears and the hatreds of the two groups had 
plunged the world in darkness .” 

Banns has said in this respect — 

“Nationllism? imperialism , militarism and entangling alliances ale 
played a part in the final denouncement, and the development of a great, 
war and the crisis was made more easy and inevitable because the 
countries of the world lived ina state of international anarchy." 

According to Hazen— “The situation was created by the authoris¬ 
ed heads of various states. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Causes of the First World War—(1) Franco-German Rivalry ; (2) Divi¬ 
sion of Europe iiVto two hostile groups : (3) Militarism; (4) Poisoning the 
public opinion by/newspapers ; (5) Narrow nationalism; (6) Clash of Impe¬ 
rialistic interests/: (7) German attempt to become the first-rate power of the 
world : (8) Character of Kaiser William II ; (9) Anglo-German rivalry. (10) 
Enmity between Russia and Austria ; (11) Policy of Italy (12) Near Eastern 
problem ; (13) Lack of international ogranisation ; (14) Secret diplomacy ; 
(15) Immediate cause—murder of the Austrian prince. 

Responsibility of the War—The responsibility of the war falls not on 
any particular nation but on all the great powers of Europe ; Mutual rivalry 
hatred and distrust caused the out-break of the war. 

S Events of the War 


Q. 2. Give an account of the main events of the First 
World War. ^ 

Ans. Main Events -This war was fought from 1914 to 1918 

A. D. at many fronts at a time. 

| , t. War in 1914 A.D.- 

Germany had a plan to capture 
urtry of Russia into the war. So, she; 


J War on the Western Front 

Fkance before the full fledged c 
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kept only a little force on the eastern front and invaded Belgium with 
a great force. After conquering Beligum very quickly, she launched 
an attack on France with a force of 15 Lakh soldiers. Soon, the 
German forces reached about a distance of 20 miles from Paris. A 
fierce battle took place near the river Ma^ne in September, 1914. Both 
sides suffered heavy losses but it checked the advance of the German 
forces and they could not capture Paris. After that, both the sides dug 
trenches and the war continued for four years in this manner. In 
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October, Germany captured Antwerp but she was beaten J>ack in the 
fierce battle of Ypres. 

The Eastern Front — Germany gained much success on the eastern 
front. Russia was attacked by both Germany, and Austria. The 
German commander Hindenburg inflicted -a crushing defeat on the 
Russians at Tannenbrg. Though Russia suffered a defeat but, to-the 
Allies, it proved a blessing in disguise. The German pressure over 
France decreased. In the meantime, Russia captured Galicia by 
defeating Austria. 

Turkey also joined the war in October. She joined the Central 
Forces and declared war against Russia. The Allies tried to capture 
the Gallipoli Pennisula but they failed in their attempts. The English 
commander General Allenby gained success in Mesopotamia and 
Palestine. 

2. War in 1915 A. D.— Italy made the declaration of war 
against the Central Forces by joining the Allies in 1915 A. D. Russia 
won Poland by capturing Warsaw but, later on she was uprooted from 
there. The Gallipoli expedition of the Allies failed miserably. Jn 
September, 1915, Bulgaria joined the Central Forces and she crushed 
Serbia very badly. Italian attack was also repulsed but the Italian 
forces engaged the German fortes for a long time and it decreased 
the German pressure on the Western front. The Allies captured 
Salonica but England did not gain any important success in Mesopo¬ 
tamia. They failed to capture Baghdad and also suffered a defeat in 
Kutel A mara. 


Now, Germany started the submarine warfare. The Englisn 
declared the blockade of the German coasts and captured many of the 
German colonics. 

3. War in 1916 A.D.- 


The Western Front -Germany sunk many British Warships by 
adopting the submarine warfare and launched a full-fledged attack 
on the Western front but the fTench defeated her badly in the Battle 
of Verdun. In the same year, in July, England and France conduct- 

T?*'c 0 ? er e a " 0I Y ,, I reply to ,he German attack near the river 
T ; J hs Engl ' sh , used t! ' e tanks for the first time in this battle 
This baitle continued upto November without any decisive result. 

War on the Sra-jThe English tightened the blockade of the 
German coast in order to meet the German submarine-warfare 

Tb t .? £r ? an i- i’ ulTered a grcat deleat in th e Battle of Dagger-Bank 
and the English sunk the German ship ‘Blucher’. The German fleet 

was compelled to come out of the Kiel for fighting. In M™y 1916 

the naval engagement rook place in the Battle of Jutland It was a 

fleet'withdrewto^ts bas«^ aDS su ^ ered heav y losses and tlA^an* 

The Easitr Fronv—\x\ 1916 A .D., Rumania also declared war 
on Germany and Austria but faced a crushing defeat at the hands of 
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Germany. The Germans captured her capital. The. peace efforts 
made at this time did not prove helpful as Germany was not ready 
to leave Belgium and North France from her hold. 



4. War in 1917 A.D.— The English continued the blockade of 
the German coast. The internal condition of Germany was deterio¬ 
rating due to the shortage of food stuffs. At the same time, Germany 
sunk some American ships. Consequently, America declared war on 
Germany and joined the Allies. This made their position more sound. 

The Western Front —Germany had to retreat upto Hindenburg 
line and the battle of trenches continued. 

The Eastern Front —Egypt also joined the Allies and declared 
war on Turkey. The English gained a great success against Turkey 
when they captured Baghdad and Jerusalem. 

On the other hand, the revolution under the leadership of Lenin 
and Trostky took place in Russia in J917 A. D. This brought an 
end to the autocratic rule of the Czar as well as to his family and a 
Republic was set up in Russia. Russia entered into the Treaty ol 
Brest Litovsk with Germany In February, 1918 and thus stopped the 
war. Now Germany put all her forces on the Western Front. x 

5. War in 1918 A.D.— The German position became strong after 
the Russian withdrawal from the battle-field. So her comman er 
Ludendorff, launched a great attack on France The Allied forces 
were under the command of the French General Loch who was an 
able general. In the beginning, Germany gained success and she reached 
up to Marne. The Allies started the repulsive offence and Germany 
was beaten back. The fresh forces of U.S.A. played a major role m 
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turning the tables Germany suffered a defeat in the Second Battle 
of Marne. Oa the other hand, the internal condition of Germany 
greatly deteriorated for want of food stuffs. . 

One by one, her allies left:Germany after this defeat. Bulgaria 
gave in on September 22, 1918. Austria and Turkey also surrendered 
in October. Germany made an overture for peace to the American 

wa‘s rejected. It was repeated and an 
armistice was signed on November 11 , 1918 , and the war came to an 
end. During this period the German emperor, Kaiser William II, left 
the throne of Germany and fled to Holland. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Main Events of the War :— 

War j n 19u r (1) German v captured Belgium on the western front ; 

(2) Germany advanced upto river Marne but was checked there ; (3) On the 

^°" t V G f rma r y defeat , ed R««ia a ‘ Tannenburg but Russia conquered 

gffisAlssra », i , ( s„Ta k s,sa;i?„r'* r 

Ajij. ■% Si? sus poSL^, w r P ,oVd°'a ssr .t? 

(3) Bulgaria joined the Central Powers and crushed Serbia • di Thl 

wa rfa rc and* lEnjd a n d ^ o 't he Germ a n^c o as j t s , m Q D y S ‘ ar,ed the 

western"frotR^rt^)^BatUc - of ) R?ver D Sornme e was t not t decutve' e (3) German defeat 

i.n he sea-battle of Dagger Bank but the battle of Jutland a\tZ 
indecisive ; (4) Rumania declared war on the eastern front but was defeated 

L„t.i W “ r in 1 ? 17 — -O) America declared war on Germany ; (2) The 

battle of trenches continued on the western front ; (3) On the eastern front the 

off'n A D an R d CaDtUre H d , Ba 8 hd K ad and Jerusalem? (^Revomtion 

V1 *,. too * v Pl ace m Russia and brought an end to the Czar’s rule r nH 
she entered mto a treaty with Germany and ended the war. d 

reachedMameVu" S’.omS a ?“? nd she again 

and Turkey and Austria surrendered^ October 8 3) Germfnl 6 * 1 T Septem , ber 
armisuce on November 11, 1918 A.D. and the war came fe tU end. S ' 8ned 

Treaty of Versailles or Peace Settlement of 1919 

_ < ~ \ 

Q- Give a criti^ account of the Treaty of Versailles. 

' ^ O - (V. Important) 

Discuss critically the European Settlement of 1919 

< <D.U. 1951) 

Or 

p **“ £g-j-J 5 j« 

Fi,., Wo,U V"°“* ~ .(.« .h. 

Or 
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What were the moral and practical defects of the Peace 

Settlement of 1919 ? (D. U. 1956, P. U. 51, 54, 55, A. U. 1961) 


Or 

How far was the Peace Settlement of 1919 responsible for 
the Second World War ? 

Acs. The War of 1914 A.D. was an unusually terrible and 
heavily destructive war. About 80 lakh people were killed in it and 
about 2 crore 80 lakh people were wounded. No estimates could 
be made regarding the loss of property and wealth. When Germany 
signed an armistice on November 11, 1918 A. D., the world really 
heaved a sigh of relief. 

1. Peace Conference in Paris. —A Conference was held in 
Paris to arrange the terms of treaty to end the war. Critics are of the 
opinion that—“/n this inflamed atmosphere of Paris , the* ideals of 
appeasement fought an unequal battle with those of retribution". 

About 70 representatives of different countries took part in this 
Conference. President Wilsoh of America, Loyal George Prime 
Minster of England, French, Prime Minister, Clemenceau and the 
Italian Prime Minister Orlando were most prominent among them. 
These ‘Big Four* had a hold over the Conference. The opening cere¬ 
mony of this Conference was conducted by the President of France on 
January 18, 1918 A. D. and Clemenceau was elected the chairman of 

this Conference. 



Lloyd George, Orlando, Clemencean, President Wilson 

A committee of 9 members was elected to fix the terms of the 
treaty The ‘Big Four* also had an influence over this committee. 
They would decide all the things secretely first ajid after that these 
were placed before the general assembly This Conference did not 
take note of the 14 points of Wilson which brought an end tojhis 
war but the conquerors stuck to the fulfilment of their aspirations. 

The draft of the treaty was prepared on May 9, 1919 and was 
handed over to the German representatives which was to he returned 
by them after 6 weeks. After considering that, Germany demanded 
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some amendments in the draft but only few of these demands were 
accepted. But Mueller and Bell„the representatives of Germany had 
to sign the treaty on June 28, 1919 A. D. in the Palace of Versailles. 
This was the same palace where sometime ago Bismarck established 
the German empire under tne Prussian Emperor after defeating 
France. So France avenged her old defeat. It has been rightly said— 

“It was an irony' of fate that in that very room where royalist 
Germany had recorded her victory r republican Germany had to record 
her defeat .” 


After this, the representatives of other countries also signed the 
treaty. In .addition, some the treaties such as the Treaty of St. Germ¬ 
aine with Austria in September, 1919 A. D. ; the Treaty of Neuilly in 
November, 1919 A. D. ; the Treaty of Trianon with Hungary in June, 
1920 A. D. and the Treaty of Serves with Turkey in August 1920 A. 
D. were also made. Jointly, all these are given the name of the Treaty 
of Versailles or the Peace Settlement of 1919-20 in the world History. 

2. Problems before the Peace Conference: —The main 

objective of this peace conference was to stop war in the future and 
to establish peace, -in place of autocracy in the world so that demo¬ 
cracy might prosper in the world. The conference was to settle the 
following problems :— 

(1) To reorganise the man of Europe. 

(2) To decide the future of German Colonies and the terri¬ 
torial limit of Turkey. 

(3) To decide the war—indemnity that Germany and her friendly 

countries had to pay. J 


(4) Reduction of armaments. 

(5) To establish an international organisation for the settlement 
of international disputes and to stop wars in the future. 

3. Term* of the Treaty:— 

(a) Treaty with Germany Following were the terms settled 
with Germany : — 

. 8 °‘r P r ? vin «*of Alsace and Lorraine, Belgium 

got the districtc of Marsenet, Malmedy and Eupen. The port of 

Memel was handed over to Lithuania and the whole of the western 
Prussia was given to Poland. 


„ ,, < 2 > Z rance ° h ° g ° { th ® right to exploit the Coal-mines in the 
Valley of Saar The Valley of Saar was placed under an International 
Commission tor 15 years under the League of Nations A plebiscite- 

doing any fortifications in this area in future. 
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nf m Jv? D l nz ! 8 Wa ? “ ad f a free c '»y under the control of the League 
of Nations but special rights of Poland were also recognised there. 

. Jhe fortification of the Ports of Heligoland and Dune were 

aiso to be done away with. 

/ 

„ 7 i 6) 9* nn , an y h . a . d t0 recognise, the free Kingdoms of Belgium 
Poland and Czchoslovakia. Poland also got a corridor through Germany 
to reach the sea. J 


(7) Germany had also to lose her colonial empire. All her colonies 
w 5* n charge of different Allied Powers under the League 
or Nations. Cameroons and Togoland were divided among France and 

Lnglaud. New Zealand gained the Somoa Island and Japan gained 
Shantung and Kiau-Chow. 


(8) Germany ceded her special rights over China, Thailand. 
Egypt, Morocco and Liberia. 

(9) The military strength of Germany was also reduced so as to 
check her OTfensive policy as well as her capability of starting the war 

. . ( and compulsory military training or 

conscnphon were also prohibited in Germany. Her army was reduced 
to 100,000 men. Restrictions were also imposed upon production 
of war-material and its import and export. So the military power 

oi Germany was restricted. Rhineland and the Kiel Canal area were 
declared 1 as de-militarised zones. 

(1°) .The naval force of Germany was also greatly reduced. She 
was prohibited from keeping the sub.marines. She was permitted to 
keep only 6 warships, 6 light cruisers and 12 Torpedo boats. 

(11) Germany had to accept the war-guilt and she was compelled 
to pay a sum of, 500,000,000 dollars as war-indemnity to the Allies. 

(12) Germany agreed to give 1 0 lakh tonnes of coal to France and 
SO lakh tonnes to Belgium and Italy annually. 

(13) The German Emperor Kaisev Willian was declared as war 
guilty, and it was decided to try him by an International court. But 
he fled to Holland so no step could be taken in this respect. 

Thus, Germany was disarmed and humiliated,.and this treaty 
proved very fatal for her prestige. 

(h) Treaty of St. Germaine with Austria Following were 
the conditions of this treaty :— 

(1) The empire of Austria-Hungary was dismembered and two 
separate Kingdoms of Austria and Hungary were set-up. 

(2) A new state of Czechoslvakia was formed by joining Bohemia 
and Morasia. 

(3) Bosnia, Herzegovina and Croatia etc. were combined with 
Serbia to form a new state of Yugoslavia. 

(4) Italy gained Tyryi from Austria. 
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(5) Rumania was enlarged by joining some portions of Austria, 
Hungary aad Russia. 

* (6) Austrian army was reduced to 30,000 men. 


(7) Austria agreed to pay the war-indemnity. 

Treaty of Nenilly with Bulgaria By this treaty, Bulgaria 
had to give back the territories which she had won during the Balkan 
Wars She ceded some pans of Macedonia to Yogoslavia ; the coast 
of the Aegean Sea to Greece and Dobrudja to Rumania, lhe 
Bulgarian army was reduced to 33,000 men and she was to pay 
5,000,000 as war indemnity. 


(J) Treaty of Trianon with Hungary :—By this treaty, the 
new state of Hungary was formed with much less area than the 
former. Her area was reduced to 35,000 sq. miles from 1,25,000 sq. 
miles and population from 20,000,000 to 8,000,000. She ceded 
Slovakia and Southern Carpethia to Czechoslovakia. Her army 
was reduced and fixed at 35,000 men and she was to pay the war 


indemnity. 


(e) Treaty of Serves with Turkey The Treaty of Sevres was 
made with Turkey. Following were its terms— 

(1) Constantinople remained with Turkey. 

(2) Straits were to form a neutral zone and the territories 
surrounding them were to be made de-militarised zones. 

(5) Under the League of Nations, the control of Syria was given 
to France and that of Palestine and Mesopotamia to England. 

(4) Turkey lost to Greece many portions of Macedonia, Thrace, 
Asia Minor and the Dedecanese islands. 

(5) England gained Egypt in Africa from Turkey. 

The Treaty of Sevres could not be put into practice as Turkey 
did not accept it. The Turks under Mustafa Kamal started a war 
against Greece and drove away the Greeks from her territories. After 
that a public was established in Turkey buder Kamal Pasha. So 
a new treaty under the name of Treaty of Lausanne was concluded 
in 1923 A. D. 

(/) Treaty of Lausanne :—Following were the terms of this 
treaty:— 

(10 Eastern Thrace and Adrianople were taken back from 

Greece. 

0 

(2) Turkey lost her rights over Egypt, Sudan, Syria, Cyprus, 
Hebjaz, Palestiue and Mesopotamia. 

(3) The straits were declared a neutral zone and the ships of 
all the nations were allowed to pass through them and the coasts on 
both the sides were declared as de-militarised zones. 
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4. The Mandate System Outside Europe, the territories of 
Germany and Turkey were taken away from them. Under the Man¬ 
date System, these were transferred to some other countries. These 
were handed over to them ilot as owners but as governors to look 
after their administration. Their main duty was to raise the economic, 
social and political standard of the people. The League of Nations 
se&up a Mandate Commission for this purpose. 

Under the Mandate System, Palestine, Mesopotamia, East 
Africa, Togoland and Cameroons were given to England. France got 
Syria and a part of German colonies in Africa. German Colonies in^ 
south west of Africa went to the Union of. South Africa. Japan got 
the German holding Kiau-Chow and Shantung in China. Australia 
as well as New Zealand got some islands in the Pacific. 

5. League of Nations :—The First World War proved to be- 
very destructive. So the proposal of establishing the League of Nations 
was passed to stop wars in the future, to settle the international dis¬ 
putes, to maintain peace in the world and to settle mutual difference, 
amicably without resorting to violent steps. 

Criticism of the Treety —As described above, the First World 
War ended with the Treaty of Varsailles. Critics are to the opinion 
that this treaty was unjust and very severe. Therefore it could not 
achieve its aim. The British Prime Minister Lloyd George, however, 
called it just. He said— "ldo not think any one can claim ihe terms 
imposed constitute injustice to Germany unless he believes justice in war 
was on the side of Germany. The terms of the treaty in some respects 
were terrible . But , terrible were the deeds which justified them and still 
more terrible would have been the consequences had Germany triumphed. 
The world if rocking Ond rolling under the blow that failed. If the blow 
had succeeded , the liberty of Europe would have vanishep 

It cannot be denied that the terms of the treaty were severe and 
humiliating and instead of solving the problems, they made them 
more complicated and resulted in the Second World War. 

It was forced upon Germany and her allies.. It was a dictated 
treaty. The representatives of Germany were not given any time to 
give their views while framing its terms They were brought like 
prisoners to sign. They were treated very harshiy. Carr has rightly 

remarked— 

"It was imposed by the Victors on the vanquisded, not negotiated 
by a process of give and take between them In the Treaty of Versailles 
the element of dictation was more apparent than in any previous peace 
treaty of modern times." 

This treaty was very disgracieg for Germany and its terms were 
very severe. Her territories and overseas domain were taken way from 
her and she was crippled and rendered very weak. She did not lose her 
colonies alone but she had to suffer a heavy lose in food-stuffs also 
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which adversely affected her economy. She had to pay the heaviest 
indemnity. It has been rightly remarked— 

“Economically crippled , politically segregated , militarilly humbled, 
nationally humiliated , physically exhausted Germany stood like a pale 
per soni just out of the game. 99 

This treaty proved a death-below the honour and presige of 
Germany. It was not only severe but it was based upon selfish motives 
and vindictive spirit. The principle of this treaty was—“7b the Victors 
belong the spoils and Allies are the victors" 

Had the terms of the treaty been soft and not based upon vin¬ 
dictiveness, perhaps the international peace would have been main¬ 
tained. The Allies did not learn a lesson from the history that the 

IFil 1 u D C VlndlCt ‘ Veiiess J eads to war V The British Prime Minister, 
Pitt the Younger wanted to crush the French Revolution. But his 

reactionary policy led to the rise of Napoleon and Europe had to 

sutFer for quite a long time in the Napoleonic Wars./In the same 

the n Wo r rlH h w Tr fr aty Versai,, “ P rovcd lo b e an impohant cause of 

^ar II. Tt ^ as ver y difficult for the patriots of Germany 

to bear the hard, degrading and vindictive treaty. Soon, Hitler tore 

If * ato , p , ie . ces a *?f r tak,n & the reins of Germany in his hands. He in¬ 
creased his military power and invented destructive armaments He 
paid no heed to disarmament. By and by he conaiiprH p n i, n H 
Danzmg, Czechoslovakia and all these actions led in th* iN n< * 
out of the Second World War in 1939 A D “whfch^ proved to be I hf 
most destructive. Thus, it is quite clear that the Treaty of Versailles 
paved the way for the Second World War. 

It js no exaggeration to say that this treaty was quite umW nnH 
lacked the spicit of give and take. The 14 PoinfT «r un nd * 
disregarded in it. The disarmament was imposed l r°" WCre 
alor.a and not on any other country ConV™,™.i P Germany 

meats started among the various European count** y ’ a /- a ? e for arma ‘ 
Second World War. Marshal Foch had rightly said—‘ C * CaU * ed ‘ he 

“T/"s is not peace, it is an armistice for twenty years ” 

the time of deciding °U ic C I irn it's C "of Germ a n° oni I? ,cte {y ignored at 
Turkey. The people of these defeated' ™ Austria, Hungary and 

opportunity to plead their ease. Sn.uts has said hi 

are territorial settlements'which"'in 'my 'Turnhl >f f S ' rC< " y Thcre 
revision:' ny judgement, will need 

Italy .and 6 world a waas r tin-ow n N kf t^the'fl-P 0071 ^^ and Fascisi " in 
War. n m to the flame of the Second World 

In,key were handed over to the Aliie^„d«°^ L ^ u ?^ ti ™ d 
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£VSStalf “a'"'” 1 ’ ,hem whfcb ,M '» ,te ""1 

Darts Cn ? any and Austria were deprived of their many 

S?[ l ® f“ d lo , form ™ aQ y . ne w states which were not able to 

either save their freedom and territorial jurisdictions or to progres « 

economically. They fell a prey to the imperialistic notions and err J 
ted many complicated problems which could be solved by war alc, n ^?' 

Lilce Germany, her allies—Austria, Hungary, Turkey, B> 
thp ' Wer S-u tr ®? ted harshly. Many portions were taken aw? y f r m 
n;fv t'h The,r “'htaiT power was reduced and they were cotr„2, 
pay the war indemnity. Italy was not satisfied with what ',h e eained 
This type of treatmect and hardships invited the war. “ gained. 

It is clear from the above description that the Trea'rv n rv»™,m 
was thrust upon the Central Powers. It was devoid of iJbeS for 
giyeness and humbleness. Fourteen Points of Wilson - were ignored in h 
is reaty was unjust and based upon vindictiveness T[ji s treatv w * 

ESS^aSSS!!* " iMgerms » r »» tS 

The Statesmen had not been equal to the rsmnst™,* . , 

Zt lar™ WhiCh WaS n ° Peace and the trea 'y held the f/r^/LTr 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

se.lle th^m^e"^?, %£ tfe'iu* ■ TlTZ* T he,d P “ ris “> 

countries took part it ; (3) Representatives of the H e '?n C ? t !» lat,ves of d,ffercnt 

consulted: (4) England, France. America andftafyhad^^'fi 8 WCr ® "°i 

hold over the Peace Conference ; (5) Germany was direr?*?' r * Cat • ,n V cu £ c and 
on June 28, J919 A.D. y s d,rcclcd to sign the Treaty 

Treaty of Versailles Treaty of Vcrsiillrc 
Germaine Treaty wiili Austria, Treaty of Ncuillv with m.i » tb • ’ St> 

Versailles was very severe and dogardim* * iln* t yar,a r (-) Treaty of 

many pa, Is and colonics aJccirding to asNe. n s ■ G) Md1, 1 C r° v U ” lneS l,ad l ° ,OSC 
duccd and a l arge ind emnity was forced on them. Y P ° WCrs vvc / c rc * 

hard but 'j *72,°Olher a ^critics > sc^crcVy ^ criticised ? to bc 

vtnd!c*it !ve uTZ^ Zll 

W ilsoi! s Points were irnorcd while framine it P (C\\t *° g ' VC Jnd , take and 
<*l self-dele.'minalion.; (7) Germany and her illi if! ,l was without the spirit 

Tills treaty had the germs of the S^ond NVorld Wa, ' ‘ Cd Unj,,s,y : (7) 

Fourteen Points of Wilson 

Wilson^ 4 '' " GiVC “ Cri * iCaI account of «he Fourteen Points of 

or 

What were the Feurleen points of Wilson ? 

(Delhi B, A. 1966) 
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which adversely affected her economy. She had to pay the heaviest 
indemnity. It has been rightly remarked— 

“Economically crippled , politically segregated, militarillyhnmbled, 
nationally humiliated, physically exhausted Germany stood like a pale 
per son f just out of the game.” 

This treaty proved a death-below the honour and presige^ of 
Germany. It was not only severe but it was based upon selfish motives 
and vindictive spirit. The principle of this treaty was—‘To the Victors 
belong the spoils and Allies are the victors ” 

Had the terms of the treaty been soft and not based upon vin¬ 
dictiveness, perhaps the international peace would have been main¬ 
tained. The Allies did not learn a lesson from the history that the 
spirit of vindictiveness leads towar.yThe British Prime Minister, 
Pitt the Younger wanted to crush tbe French Revolution. But his 
reactionary policy led to the rise of Napoleon and Europe had to 
suffer for quite a long time in the Napoleonic Wars. /In the same 
manner the Treaty of Versailles proved to be an important cause of 
the World War II. It was very difficult for the patriots of Germany 
to bear the hard, degrading and vindictive treaty. Soon, Hitler tore 
it iato pieces after taking the reins of Germany in his hands. He in¬ 
creased his military power and invented destructive armaments. He 
paid no heed to disarmament. By and by, he conquered Poland 
Danzing, Czechoslovakia and all these actions led to the breaking 
out of the Second World War in 1939 A. D. which proved to be the 
most destructive. Thus, it is quite clear that the Treaty of Versailles 

paved the way for the Second World War. 

It is no exaggeration to say that this treaty was quite unjust and it 
lacked the spirit of give and take. The 14 Points of Wilson were 
disregarded in it. The disarmament was imposed upon Germany 
alor.e and not on any other country. Consequently, a race for arma¬ 
ments started among the various European countries which caused the 
Second World War. Marshal Foch had rightly said— 

“This is not peace , it is an armistice for twenty years ” 

The principle of self-determination was completely ignored at 
the time of deciding the limits of Germany, Austria, Hungary and 
Turkey. The people of these defeated countries were not given 
opportunity to plead their case. Smuts has said in this rcsyect— 

“The great human ideas are not written in this treaty There 
are territorial settlements which in my humble judgement , will need 
revision” 

The treaty gave rise to Nazism in Germany and Fascism in 
Italy,and the world was thrown in to the flame of the Second World 
War. 

Under the Mandate System, the colonies of Germany and 
Turkey were handed over to the Allies under the League of Nations. 
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P ° ,es * p zec bs, and Fins etc. It was a very good idea to have an inter- 

w t2’ s Do 8 ims Of'n f- ettt r the '“‘“national disputes and problems. 

slave races ea ned ^ were r ado P ted to some extent and many 

the lifon^r w. fdom from foreign rules. According to these 

pea^ 8 He used ,o°sayT- eStablished to main,ain the international 
, >The must not be ended by any peace of ordinary type It 

must be peace T v,th guaranteeing and preserving a peace without v&tory". 

leave thrive' !* ‘ S ^ P ^'“ t ° f 8reat re S ret tbat ‘he victor did not 

Lf MlFdetermilfatlon and *5”'° red “ any poin,s of WilsoD ' His Pom* 

Pnoitld j 4 and disarmament was not put to practice 
riaM 3 p d dld DO i a 8 ree to leave her claim over the seas Victors espe- 

3Dd h ^ r certain other allies were not prepared to reeog- 
mse these points. Consequently, the Treaty of Versailles proved to be 

World War! hUmiliatin8 aad il 30Wsd ^ seeds o? Z SeSnd 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

the ro Pre sidcnt Wilson n of America gave 14 points for 

wars ( 2 )' His^ntf F Euro J >e f ° r the maint amance of peace and averting the 

nationalism• ffirh.T bs ? Cd u°.° n the bases of self-determination and 

international*disputes ( 4 )°^^} S,n ?. the J e . agl,e of Nations to settle the 
The Treatv nfvL.vii’ 4 Different nations did nut accept these points ; (5) 

because Wn?L\ . ! l f S pr ° ved to be a grea * cause of ,he Second World War 
oecause Wilson s points were ignored while framing it. 

Results of the First World War 
Q. 5. Describe briefly the results of the First World 


War. 


Or 


it was also a continual revolution!” * ““ inlernatlonal conflicl * 
War Discuss, the statement with reference to the results of the 

very destructi^^Fohowmg^eTe iu maiiTresults'-- W<>rld War W3S 

and S^'h^’a wTr n h d a e d d 

^^‘ThevouthT 6 kdled ^ ab ° U ' Crore teb lakh were 

wounded r? a *iv h formed the mam part of the killed and the 
wounded In addition, a great number of the civil population was 

4° reabout'so 11 ‘ S estimated that during The period of 

about one Cro! and P pn S HV Vere k,lled - 60 lakh were disabled and 
about one Crore and 20 lakh were wounded. No information wa* 

tnd kdkd m'ihr ,her 8 ° ^ Thc number ofTe wounded 

and killed in the war was about 3 Crore 20 lakh. According to 
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sk^SSA’SSS-srS 

He played a leading role in bringing an end 
to the Firs. World War and thus crea ed 
oeace He placed the 14 points before the 
Allied nations and appealed to them to draft 
the teims of the treaty and there arrangement 
of Europe according to these points. 

1. Fourteen Points of Wilson : 

Following were the 14 points of Wilson 

(1) To give up the secret diplomacy 
and have open alliances and treaties. 

(2) Freedom in the use of the seas by 
all the nations in war and peace. 

(3) To remove all sorts of barriers to international trade. 

(4) Reduction of armaments by all the nations. 

(5) To have impartial adjustments of all the colonial claims and 
to pay attention Jthe interests of the subject populations. 

t,6) Re-arrtBfcient of the territories given up by Russia on the 

basis of nationaWf determination. 

(7) GermafQf should evacuate Belgium and establish status-quo 



Dr. Woodrow Wilson 


* here (8) Germany should also evacuate the territories conquered 
during the war and Alsace-Lorraine should be restored to France, 

%) The boundaries of Italy should be rectiBed on the basis of 

nationality. . . r 

(10) All the races in Austria-Hungary should get the right oi 


self-government. 

(1 1 ) The freedom of Serbia, Montenegro and Rumania should 
be maintained and Serbia should be given an access to the sea. 

(12) Turkey should have a pure Turkish empire and the Straits 
should be made neutral zones. 

( 13 ) Free state of Poland should be established. 

(14) League of Nations should be established for the guarantee 
of political independence and the territorial integrity of different states. 

Above mentioned 14 Points of Wilson were based on the princip¬ 
les of national self deteiminat on. He wanted that the reorganisation 
of Europe should be made on the basis of these points. He favoured 
the idea of one state for the people having one language, one race, 
one culture, and progeny He believed that this could establish peace. 
He was the supporter of giving freedom to different races such as 
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Poles, Czechs, and Fins etc. It was a very good idea to have an inter¬ 
national agency to settte the international disputes and problems. 
Wilson's points of nationality were adopted to some extent and many 
slave-races gained freedom from foreign rules. According to these, 
the League of Nations was established to maintain the international 
peace. He used to say :— 

**The war must not be ended by any peace of ordinary type . It 
must be peace T vith guaranteeing and preserving a peace without victory*'. 

However, it is a point of great regret that the victor did not 
leave their self-interest and ignored many points of Wilson. His point 
of self-determination and disarmament was not put to practice. 
England did not agree to leave her claim over the seas Victors espe¬ 
cially France and her certain other allies were not prepared to reeog- 
nise these points. Consequently, the Treaty of Versailles proved to be 
very severe and humiliating and it sowed the seeds of tha Second 
World War. 
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Wilson’s 14 Points :—President Wilson 'of America gave 14 points for 
the re.organisation of Europe for the maintainance of peace and averting the 
wars ; (2) His points were based uoon the bases of self-determination and 
nationalism ; (3) The idea of estabilising the league of Nations to settle the 
international disputes ; (4) Different nations did nut accept these points ; (5) 
The Treaty of Versailles proved to be a great cause of the Second World War 
because Wilson’s points were ignored while framing it. 

Results of the First World War 


Q. 5. Describe briefly the results of the First World 

War. 


Or 

s 

. ^reat War was not only an international conflict, 

it was also a continental revolution.” 

Discusss the statement with reference to the results of the 

War. 

Ans :- Results of the Great War The First World War was 
very destructive. Following were its main results :— 

(1) Loss of Men and Money— Many people were killed, wounded 
and became disabled during the First World War. Such a war had 
not been fought earlier in the History of the World. About 50 lakh 
soldiers of the Allies, were killed and about one Crore tefi lakh were 
wounded. The youth formed the main part of the killed and the 
wounded. In addition, a great number of the civil population was 
also killed and wounded] It is estimated that during the period of 
4 ye; rs about 80 lakh persons were killed, 60 lakh were disabled and 
about one Crore and 20 lakh were wounded. No information was 
available about another 80 lakh persons The number of the wounded 
and killed in the war was about 3 Crore 20 lakh. According to 
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Pi. Nehru —“The First World War destroyed Europe and also some 
parts of Asia and Afitica and killed many young persons ” 

Economically, this war proved" to be very destructive. About 
36, big and small, nations took part in this war. Four Crore soldiers 
of the Allies and about 2 Crore soldiers of Germany and her friendly 
countries took part in the war. The military expenses alone were 
estimated at about $ 80 Crores but the total expenses were estimated 
at about $ 186,00,000,000. This war also ruined many cities, farms 
factories which resulted in the destruction of trade. . 

(2) Victory of Nationalism —An important result of this war 
was the victory of nationalism. The main place was given to it 
in the 14 Points of Wilson. Where as it was neglected in the VJQnna 
Congress in 1815 A. D., the Peace Conference of Paris gave it a 
special importance. The spirit of Nationalism played an important 
role in the re construction of Europe after the war.) Persons of 
different nationalties used to live in one and the same Count y of the 
world before 1914 A. D. But many small countries emerged after the 
war on the basis of nationalism. Four independent states of Finland, 
Esthonia, Latvia and Lathunia were set jup out of the old Russian 
empire. In the same manner, many new free states were formed 
from the late empire of Austria-Hungary. There were about 4 crore 
people under the foreign yoke before the war but the number was 
reduced to only one crore 20 lakh after it. Most of the nations, which 
were previously, under the foreign rule, now got ready for their 
freedom. 

The victory of nationalism in Ireland and Egypt was the result 
of the First World War. 

(3) Victory of Democracy over Autocracy —Another important 
result of the First World War was the victory of Democracy over 
Autocracy, Different royal dynasties ruled in Russia, Germany and 
Turkey before the war. But thrones were toppled down and the 
democratic governments were established there after the war. German 
Emperor William II fled away. Democratic constitutions were 
adopted in Germany and Austria. The Republic was set up in Russia 
in 1917 A. D. , by bringing an end to the autocratic rule of the Czar. 
3 he autocratic rule of the Sultan was ended in Turkey after the war 
and a Republic was set the up under the leadership of Mustafa Kamal 
Pasha: 


Firs: World War brought an end to autocratic monarchies and 
established democracies every where whereby people got the right of 
taking part in the political affairs and were also given many political 

rights. The democratic system was also introduced in Africa and 
Asia, 


(4) Rise of Dictatorship — After the war, there also took place 
reactions against the democratic set-up in some countries it and gave 
rise to dictatorship there Many countries were confronted with per* 
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plejdog problems in the post-war period and the democratic set-up 
was found incapable to cope with them. This gave rise to dic¬ 
tatorship in these countries and power went into the hands of a single 
person who came to be called the Dictator. The development of 
Bolshevism in Russia, Nazism in Germany and Fascism in Italy gave 
nse to dictatorship m these countries. The power was assumed 
by an individual in these countries who proclaimed himself to be the 
representative of the state and allowed neither criticism nor any oppo¬ 
sition. There was no freedom of the press and speech and no rights 

were given to the general public. This very fact arrested the rise of 
democracy to a great extent. 

0 

(5) Internationalism As a result of the First World War 
internationalism also spread because mutual alliances, industrial revolu¬ 
tion and the improvement in the means of transport brought different 
countries nearer to each other. 


(6) Expansion of the Colonial Empires As a result of the war 
imperialism received an impetus and each country tried to expand 
her colonial empire for the improvement of her trade and industries. 

. V) Mse of Militarism:— The military power of Germany and 
her friendly countries was reduced as it was thought to be the main 
cause of the war. But it is a thing of great regret, that the peace 
Conference of Paris implemented Wilson's Points of disarmament in 
the case of the defeated nations alone but did not follow it themselves. 
Jn addition they started increasing their military power so as to main¬ 
tain their own exalted positions. But such a thing led to the rise of 
militarism. 


(8) League of Nations The establishment of the League of 
Nations to stop the war in the future and to settle the international 
disputes was another important result of the war. Efforts were made 
by it to settle many political, economic and social problems. If this 
institution failed to achieve its objectives, it was none of its sauls but 
the fault of the selfishness of its members and their mutual distrust. 

(9) Economic Effect :—The economic condition of most of the 
nations deteriorated as a result of the expenditure incurred by them 
during the war. Cities, factories, fields and trade were ruined as a 
result of the war. The lack of the financial resources led to the imposi¬ 
tion of many new taxes on the public. 

Economic condition of the European nations deteriorated. They 
had to get loans from America to solve their own economic crisis. 
Thus, the European markets came under the American influence and 
the Dollar became the medium of international exchange. 

The price of things greatly rose after this war. This gave 
birth to capitalism. The condition of the factory workers was very 
bad. So socialism took root to reform their bad condition. They 
therefore started movements for achieving their rights and for tbe fulfil¬ 
ment of their demands. The League of Nations made many efforts 
and passed many laws for their betterment. 
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(10) Social Effects !—(1) Many 

military training as a result of the war. Y°ungnien were forcedevery 

where to join the military service. It resulted m of th^ ex¬ 

education (2) An international culture developed as ai result °f heex 
hange of views among the different nations of the word and them com 
ing nearer to one another. (3) The progress in the field orient* was 
at the maximum. New inventions were made. The invention ot 
electricity showed its miracles. Ships, aeroplanes, sub-marines and 
destructive weapons were built up which changed the system of 
warfare. The scientific researches brought many changes ‘he fives 
of men f (4) The English, the French and the Russians had the racwd 
pride and there existed differencecs between the blacxs and the 
whites. But .he different nations unitedly fought the war, which 
reduced the racial discrimination and consequently the feelings ot trater 
nity and equality gained momentum. (5) The status of the women-fo 
increased in the society. They stdrted taking part in the politics a so 
(6) A.heism and immorality gained much ground as a result of such 

a grave destruction during the war. The feelings of- international 
welfare and religion disappeared. The elements of distrust, jea ousy, 
doubt andcheating etc. increased and each started planning the down¬ 
fall of the other. 

The political consciousness, the scientific inventions, and feelings 
of co operation greatly developed but the economic, social and political 
immorality also increased which resulted in the Second World AVar. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Results of the First World War. (1) Loss of men and money : 
(2) Victory of Nationalism : (*) Victory of democracy over autocracy : (4) Rise 
of dictatorship : (5) Rise of internationalism : (6) Expansion of colonial 

empires : (7) Rise of Militarism : (8) Establishment of the League of Nations : 
(9) Economic HtTects : (10) Social Effects (11) Held rhe germs of the Second 
World War. 

University and Other Important Questions 

1. How far was Kaiser William If of Germany responsible for 
the outbreak of the First World War ? 

2. Trace the diplomatic background of the First World War 

from 1872 onward. (A.U. 1955) 

3» “The Peace Settlement of 1919 balkanised Europe.*' 
Explain and examine this statement. (D.U. 1952) 

4. “The Treaty of Versailles held the germs of another war.” 

Explain. 

5. “The war to end war simply created causes for new war.” 
Do you agree to this criticism of the First World War and 
the Treaty of Versailles ? 

6. How far was Germany responsible for the War of 1914-18 ? 

(D.U. 1959, 64) 



thb first world war, 1914—18 A,D. 
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8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 


13. 


14. 


15 . 


16. 


17 . 


18. 


19 . 


To what extent was the colonial expansion of European 

w W m i 9 7 ° t0 1914 responsib,e f or the outbreak of 
World War 1 ? (D U . 1961) 

Discuss the causes of the World War I. 

(A. U. 1961, 65, 69) 
What were the main causes of enmity among the European 
Nations which led to the First World War ? (P.U. 1964) 

What were the underlying causes of the First World War ? 

(D.U. 8966) 

Explain the results of the First World War. (A.U. 1966) 

Do you agree with Fisher's view that “the Paris Peace 
Settlement after the First World War was dictated by 
inexorable fact which its makers were compelled to accept ?*' 

(D U. 1953) 

Outline the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. How far were 
the fourteen points of Wilson embodied in the Peace 
Treaties ? (D.U. 1956, 58, 61) 

^J h r s “ b , s , tan ^° f the ^lenient was directed by inexora- 
ble facts. What were the facts that affected the settlement 
of the Peace Treaties of the First World War ? (D,U. 1969) 

Describe the main provisione of the Treaty of Peace 
signed by Germany with the Allied Powers in 1919. 

(P.U. 1963) 

Why did Germany resent many of the terms of the Treaty 
of the Versailles ? Do you think Germany was justified in 
her resentment 7 (PU 1965) 

Is it correct to say that the terms of the Treaty of Versailles 
contained in it the germs of the Second World War ? If co 

The Treaty of Versailles was not a permanent 
European problems. Diicuss this statement. 

(A.U. 1965) 

Explain the Fourteen Points of President Wilson. How far 

^oio 5 ey ,nflueaced the ^nns of the Peace Settlement of 
iyiy f (D.U. 1960, 63, 70) 


(A.U. 1963) 
settlement of 
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

One seeing the destructive results of the by the First World 
War, the politicians of Europe began to feel the need of an inter¬ 
national agency which might maintain the world peace, stop wars, 
settle the disputes among the nations and maintain the mutual co¬ 
operation. Keeping in view these objectives, the League of Nations 
was established in 1920 A.D. 

Q. 1. What do you know about the origin, aims and objec¬ 
tives of the League of Nations. 

Ans. Need for the League of Nations—(1) The First World 
War proved to be very destructive. Many persons were killed and 
innumerable fell a prey to the pestilence that followed the war. 
Thousands of factories, fields and cities were ruined. Trade and 
commerce suffered a great setback. Millions of rupees were spent on 
the war. The Great War spoiled the economic structure of all the 
countries and people were afflicted by various economic difficulties.^* 
Almost all the nations of the world thought if another such great war 
were to break out, not a single man would remain alive in this world. 
fThe great politicians and leaders of the day felt the need of an inter¬ 
national agency to check the possibilities of the future wars./ 

(2) A rapid progress took place in the field oF science. The 
scientific inventions made the world one and all the countries came 
nearer to each other. The world was greatly reduced as a result of the 
improvement in the means of transport and communication. This 
brought the Continents of Europe, America, Asia, Africa etc. nearer 
to one another. The invention of the press gave impetus to the 
feelings of friendship and co-operation by developing the inter¬ 
national literature and culture. The European countries set-up their 
embassies in other countries. This also brought the world nearer and 
gave rise to the feelings of fraternity. It was now felt that different 
countries of the world could not make any progress by remaining aloof. 
So the need of an international agency was felt to develop the feelings, 
of mutual co-operation and friendship. 
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WS 


setti ne (3 un M nT y ,h^Z !ant SteP f xf" ,aken in thh direction before the 
U P of the League of Nations,* The Hague Conference was 

ID ^ irection * The International Health Organisation 

International Post and Telegraph Organisation, International Suez 

Canal Commission etc. had been set-up with this very object in mind 

pA'L-SW nsrs- 

American President Wilson had said— * ine 

* ‘ When the great war is over , it will be the duty of America to ioin 

'Zee ofp r eace'° nS ° f """ kind * Ua ^ e for jhc nZSn- 

..... °r}9mot the League of Nations-7he American President 
Wilson played a leading role in the formation of the League of Nations 
He made this proposal in the Peace Conference of Paris/i_ 

A general association of nations must be formed under specific 

Governments for the purpose of affording guarantee of political hide pin- 
deuce and territorial integrity ' 1 


The establishment of the League was one of the 14 Points of 
Wilson, i Most of the representatives in the Confere/ice supported this 
proposal. A committee was set-up to prepare the draft of the League 
The draft prepared by the committee was accepted and it formed one 
part of the Treaty of Versailles So, the origin of the League of 
Nations was born on Jnnuary 10, 1920 A.D. Mt had 32 members in 
the beginning but by and by ‘it inceea-ed to 60„ vNinc countries of 
the world, including America did not become its members.. Its head- 
office was set-up in Geneva in Switzerland. 

3. Aims and Objectives of the League of Nations—The 

objectives of the League of Nations can be divided into three 
parts : — 


(1) To prevent wars for the maintenance of peace. 

(2) To promote the social service or Humanitarian work. 

(3) To discharge the obligations imposed on it by the Peace 
Treaties. 


(1) Prevention of War and Maintenance of peace:— The main 

objective of the League was to prevent wars, to maintain peace and to 

settle the matual disputes. Following rules were framed to achieve these 
aims. 


(0 All nations should maintain the territorial 

sovereignty of other countries. 


limits and 


07) League of Nations should not interfere into the internal affairs 
of other countries. 
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(//A The mutual disputes should not be settled 4 by armed 
conflicts but (placed before the League and settled in a peaceful 

manner. 

(/v) The member-countries should not have secret alliances as 
they corrupt the atmosphere. 

(v) All the member countries^should not maintain army, navy etc 
more than the required number and also they should not prepare 
more than required war-material. 

(vi) If any country declares war on the other country ignoring 
the decision of the League then all other countries should boycott her 
commercially and socially. 

(v/7) All the nations should honour mutual alliances and 
treaties. 

(2) Humanitarian Work -r Second objective of the League was 
to end the sufferings of mankind, to promote the physical and 
mental co operation and the general welfare of the mankind^ Follow¬ 
ing suggestions were made in this respect:— 

(i) The member nations should stop the illegal trade both in 
women and children. 

(ii) Slavery should be abolished. 

(Hi) To have a control over the trade in narcotics. 

(iv) To take proper steps to prevent diseases and to promote 
general health of the people in the international sphere. 

(v) All nations should create proper opportunities in their 
respective countries to provide labour to men, women and children. The 
International Labour Organisation was established for the all- round 
welfare of the labourers. 

(3) Discharge af obligations imposed on it by the Peace Treaties — 
Some obligations-were left to the League by the Peace Treaties. The 
main objective of the League was to help in their fulfilment. Following 
proposals were made for this purpose :— 

(i) To have referendum in the disputed places. 

(if) ' To appoint different international commissions. 

(iii) To safeguard the interests and rights of the minorities in 
the newly created states. 

(iv) It was the responsibility cf the League to administer 
the co untries ruled under the Mandate System. A Mandate 
Commission was set-up for this purpose. 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The League of Nations 

(1) Need—For the prevent ton of war and maintenance of peace, an 
International agency was most needed ; (2) The promotion of brotherhood 
among the different nations as a result of the countries coming nearer to one 
an other because of the development of the means of transport and com¬ 
munication ; (3) Efforts were also made before 1920 in this respect. 

(2) Origin of the League of Nations:—The American President was the 

supporter of an international agency ; (2) Proposal for its establishment at 
the Paris Peace Conference; (3) Support of it by the majority-.of nations ; 
(4) League also became a part of the peace treaty ; (5) Establishment on 

January 10. 1920 A. D. ; (6) 32 members in the beginning but increased to 60. 

(3) Objectives of the League-Mi) Prevention of wars in the future ; 
Maintenance of peace and settling the mutual disputes without armed conflicts; 
many rules were framed for it; (2) To undertake the humanitarian work and to 
promote the general uplift ef the mankind ; (3) To discharge the obligations' 
imposed on it by the peace treaties. 

Organisation of the League of Nations 

Q. 2. Describe briefly tbe organisation of the League of 
Nations. (U.P. 1965) 

Or 

Write a short note on the constitution of the League of 
Nations. 

Ans. In the beginning, the League of .Nations had 32 members. 
Gradually this membership increased to 60. Every country of the 
world could become the member of the League, if 2/3 members of 
the League voted in her favour. In the same manner, any member- 
country could leave it by giving a notice of two months. About 9 
countries of the world did not become its members. America also could 
not join it because of the opposition of the Senate. 

Organisation of the League of Nations. The League of 
Nations had 5 main organs (1) The Assembly (2) The Council (3) 
Secretariat (4) Permanent International Court -of Justice (5) The 
international Labour Organisation. £ • 

1. The Assembly. The Assembly was its main orgaij and it 
worked like a parliament. Even' member of the league was its 
member and had the right to $ena three members to its session but 
that country had only one vote. I{s session was held every year in 
Geneva in Switzerland. Its workjng was either in English or in French. 
All the decisions were taken by the majority of votes. Debates could be 
held on any matter by the League. Its working was done by 6 
Agencies. It had the right to choose its chairman and frame laws. 
The main functions of the Assembly included the appointment of 
the judges to the International Court of Justice, appointment of ihe 
Secretary General, amendment in the Constitution of the League to 
discuss the various disputes of the member-nations and to elect three 
non-permanent members of the Assembly. 
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2. The Council —The Council worked as the executive of the 
League- In the beginning, it had nine members consisting of five 
permanet and four non-permanet members. Later on, this number 
was increased to 14. England, France, Italy. Japan and Germany 
were five permanet members* For the remaining nine members 
elections were held by the Assembly every year. Its meetings were 
held thrice in a year at Geneva. Special meetings were held as and 
when the need arose. 

This organ was entrusted with the functions of the settlement of 
international disputes in a peaceful manner, to frame the plan for dis¬ 
armament, to give practical shape to the decisions of the Assembly, 
to appoint the Secretary General and to appoint the staff for the 
Secretariate, Council’s work was also undertaken by the cemmittees 
and commissions appointed by it. 

3. Secretariate :—The Secretariate of the League was situated 
at Geneva and it worked all the year round. Its chief administrative 
officer was the Secretary General whose appointment was made by 
the approval of the Assembly. He had a working staff who belonged to 
different nations. It had eleven sections and each section was 
under the control of a Secretary. Its main functions were to collect 
and publish information regarding the international matters and to 
prepare ths agenda for the Council and the Assembly, 

4. Permanent International Court of Justice :—Its office was 
situated at Hague in Holland. It was composed of 15 judges who 
were chosen for a period of nine years by the Assembly. This court 
decided the international disputes presented before It by its member 
countries. Its decisions were final and there was no appeal against 
its decisions, This court also gave legal advice on various matters 
concerning the Council and the Assembly. 

5. International Labour Organisation :—It had three Sections. 
(1) General Conference—Its meating was held once a year in Geneva. 
The member-nations could send four members to it. Two of them were 
to be the representative of the government, one the representative of the 
labourers and the third the representative of the factory-owners. (2) 
Governing Body—Its working was carried on by a committee consisting 
of 32 members—eight of the labourers, eight of the owners and sixteen 
of the government. (3) International Labour Office—its workers be¬ 
longed to different nations and its office was situated at Geneva. Its 
functions were to gain knowledge about the conditions of the labourers 
and to send proposals to its member-countries regarding reforming 
their conditions. 

This organisation also studied the condition of the labour in diffe¬ 
rent countries. It also gave many important suggestions regadine 
the rate of labour, working hours and welfare of the labour. It also 

tried to maintain better relations between the labourers and the owners, 
cct. 
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The League of Nations:—It consisted of five main organs. 

. , . of Thc Assemb, y : 0) It worked as a parliament ; (2) Its mectiug was 
senfatives CnCVa CVCry ycar ; Every member-nation could send three repre- 

nprmon 2 o - The Council<1) It worked as an executive : (2) 14 members—5 
commissions and coZ&S™"* ! <3) ** S WaS Carried ° n by various 

Chief a dm i n i sia t?v <f 'office r ^sthe Sec^fa^G* tT.Ts^ns 

the f ndcr a sccre ! ary ; < 4 > ,ts m;li " functions were to prepare 

tnc agenda, collect information and to publish it. ** 

■ Permanent Internationa! Court of Justice—(1) 15 Judges (2) To settle 

mauers d,SpUtCS by pcaccful manners and to ^ legal advice on Judidil 

Confcrence In GoS^i2 , R^ bOUr ^? rganisafion Three Sections—General 

Work and Achievement of the League of the Nations 
.he S iV M ac ? ou ?‘ of th e work and achievements of 

[I'TL.Ipt “ -J 


ur 


Is it correct to say that the League of Nations achieved 

humanitarian field but failed 
r S ' y “ ,tS maj ° r * a8k of tbe maintenance of world 

P “ Ce ? (A D. JOS5, P.U. 1965) 

Or 

»h? the part p,aye L d hy ‘ha League of Nations in preserv- 

mg the world peace un to the year 1939 ? 

(Delhi D. A. 1965) 

wars fn”! ?- 1x38116 of Nations was established to prevent future 

mean, PC3Ce , and to sett,e mutual disputes by peaceful 

^nd welfare W c- rk a for ? he ' social and economic betterment 

a « 6 ? f , the ma nkmd was included in its objective.. The League 

h,,m2r . d d . many ‘mportant jobs in the social, economic and 

Pained PhCreS ' AS faras the P° litic al sphere is concerned, 

, s< Jf cess ,n the beginning but it failed to achieve its 
main objective ol the maintenance of peace in the world. 
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Achievements of the League of Nations 

Political Achievements In the beginning, the League of 
Nations made some achievements in the political sphere. A bout o 
matters came up before the League-and she solved about 35 of them , 
20 of these were settled by the nations themselves and *0 were such 
matters in which* she could not take any decision and so the world 
was set ablazed by the flames of the Second Woild War. 

It, however, settled the following disputes 

(1) Finland and Sweden The conflict started between 
Finland and Sweden over the Aaland Islands in the Baltic Sea in 1920. 
This conflict was settled with the help of the League of Nations. 
Finland’s right over it was accepted but its fortification was prohibi¬ 
ted. 

(2 ) roland and Germany After the referendum in the Upper 
Silesia in 1921 A. D., a dispute arose between Poland and Germany 
as regards their boundaries. This dispute was solved with the help 
of the League of Nations. 

(3) Germany and Belgium'. — In 1920-21 A. D., Germany made 
her claim over Eupcn and Malmedy and she presented it before the 
Council. Council decided the matter in favour of Belgium and accep¬ 
ted the claim of Belgium over both these territories. 

(4) Turkey and England :—A dispute over the Mosul Valley in 
Iraq arose up between Turkey and England in 1924-25 A. D. and it 
was settled by the efforts of the League. 

(5) Greece and Bulgaria :—Tension was created between Greece 
and Bulgaria in 1925 A. D. A Greek sentinel was murdered on the 
Greeco-Bulgarian boundary line. The Greeks, in anger, set fire to a 
village on the boundary. Bulgaria took this dispute to the League. 
The League appointed a commission to investigate the case. Greece 
was found guilty and she was to pay a fine as a compensation. 

(6) Peru and Columbia :—In 1932 A. D. a dispute arose between 
Peru and Coluirbia regarding their boundary. Columbia captured 
Laticia. This dispute was also settled with the help of the League. 
Lacticia was given to Columbia. 

So, the League of Nations settled many disputes and saved the 
world from the pangs of any future war for quite some time. 

2. Achievements in the Social and Humanitarian Fields ’— 

The League made many achievements in the social and humanitarian 
fields. 

(1) International Labour Organisation :— This organisation 
studied the problems of the labourers^ and made many suegcsiions 
regarding monetary, economic, social and mental progress of the 
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labourers'and also made laws for their welfare/ Laws regarding better 
wages, 48 hours work per week, 24 hours leave, employment of 
children, equal wages to men and women for equal work, compensa¬ 
tion in case of accident, formation of trade-unions are worth men¬ 
tioning. It also made suggestions for the establishment of an 
Inspection Department which should see that the capitalists treat 
the labourers better and do not exploit them. Most of the countries 
in the world made efforts to improve the condition of the labourers 
and to raise their standard of living according to these laws. 

(2) Appointment of Commissions :—It made the appointments 
of many commissions from time to time to give suggestions for the 
betterment of the mankind. 

(3) Health Organisation —International Health Organisation 
was set-up in 1923 A. D. for the improvement of the health in general 
0) Meetings of the specialists were held under its auspices (i7) Special 
efforts were made for the checking and prevention of Malaria, Small 
Pox, Leprosy and other contagious diseases, (iii) It also made efforts 
to check the production and trade of narcotics (iv) It helped in 
the repatriation of the prisoners of war (v) It co-operated in the 
rehabilitation of 15 lakh Greek'refugees. 

(4) International Court of Justice :—(The Court reduced the 
tension by settling different disputes between the natious by peaceful 
means./ 

(5) Cultural Activity— The League helped in the development 
of the culture and civilization by supplying necessary information in 
this respect. 

(6) Other Works— The League tried to have a control over slavery, 
the trade of women and children (2) It made arrangements for the 
referendum in the disputed areas. (3) It arranged for the exchange 
of population between Greece and Turkey (4) It appointed interna¬ 
tional commissions for the administration of Denzing and the Saar 
Valley. 

So we find that “ The League of nations has been responsible for 
more humanitarian and scientific endeavour than any other organisation 
in history .” 

3. Achievement* in the Economic Field :—After the First 
World War, many countries had to face the economic crisis. A 
meeting of the economists was held in Brussels in 1920 A. D. and an 
Economic Committee and a Financial Committee were set-up to im¬ 
prove the economic condition of the different countries. 

Many conferences were held to check depression. An inpetus was 
given to the international trade. The League greatly helped Russia and 
many backward countries. Many rich and developed countries were 
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given the control of the backward countries under the Mandate System 
so that they might develop. An International Bank was set up in 
1930 A. t>. with the help of seven rich countries of the world. 

2. Failure* of the League 

The League was successful in settling the disputes of small 
nations and was able to maintain peace in the beginning but it was 
quite unsuccessful in settling the dispute of the big countries. 

(1) Poland and Lithuania—In 1920 A. D., Poland captured a city 
named Billana of Lithuania. The dispute came up before the League 
but it did not take any steps in this respect and Polish claim over 
Billana was accepted in 1930 A. D. 

(2) Lithuania and Problem of Mamal —The harbour of Mamal 
was under the control of the League of Nations. In 1925 A. D., 
Lithuania captured it. The League did not take any action against her. 
Thus, Lithuanian control over Mamal remained. 

(3) Italy and Greece— In 1923 A. D., Some Italian officials were 
murdered in the land of Greece. Italy demanded compensation for it. 
But when she refused, Italy captured the Greek island of Corfu. The 
League wanted to interfere in this dispute at the request of Greece 
but it could not do so on account of the Italian opposition. In the 
end this matter was settled by the Council of Ambassadors in Paris. 
Greece had to pay the compensation and Italy also evacuated the 
island. 

(4) Civil War in Spain —The civil war broke out in Spain. 
Germany and Italy were taking special interest in it. The League 
showed its weakness by non interference in this affair. 

(5) Bolivia and Paraguay —An armed conflict came up between 
Bolivia and Paraguay in 1928 A. D. Bolivia made an appeal to the 
Council who handed over the matter to a commission. A temporary 
compromise took place between the two. The conflict re-appeared in 
1929 A.D, and 1935 A.D. The League could not settle this affair and, 
in the end it was settled by the interference of America, Peru, Brazil, 
Chille etc. Thus, the League showed her weakness in this matter also. 

(6) Japan and China —In 1931 A. D. Japan attacked Man¬ 
churia and captured it. Manchuria was a Chinese territory. China 
appealed to the League. The League appointed a commission for this 
purpose. Japan did not care for the report of the commission. She 
did leave her claim on Manchuria but resigned from the membership 
of the League in 1933 A. D. When, after sometimes the war broke out 
between China and Japan then League did not take any proper 
measures to stop this war. 

(7) Italy and Abyssinia— In 1935 A. D. Italy attacked 
Abyssinia. Abyssinia took the matter to the League. The League 
appealed to its member-nations to boycott Italy economically but 
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Italian oppressive policy could not be checked as a result of the lax 
policy of England and France. In the end, Italy succeeded in having 

her control over Abyssinia. 

0 

(8) League of Nations and Germany :—Reactions started in 
Germany as a result of the hard and degrading Treaty of Versailles. 
Germany started making progress under the leadership of Hitler 
taking advantage of the weakness of the League. She also started 
increasing her power. She increased her military power greatly 
and started producing the war-material. She resigned from the 
membership of the League in 1932 A. D. and introduced compulsory 
military training in Germany in 1935 A. D. In 1938 A. D. she 
attacked Austria and Czechoslovakia ar.d captured both. She alsc 
started the fortification of the Rhine zone. The League could not 
impose a check upon her aggressive policy and she did not take any 
practical steps to check her increasing power. At last Germany captur¬ 
ed Poland in 1939 A D. and declared a war on the Allied Powers. 

(9) Disarmament :—The League miserably failed in checking 
the aggressive policy and introducing the disarmament in the case 
of big powers. Conferences were held for disarmament from 
time to time but they failed. The race of armament gave rise to 
distrust, fear and suspicion. Many poisonous gasses and arms were 
invented. Under these circumstances, the Second World War was 
inevitable. 

The above discretion clearly shows that the League of Nations 
made successful efforts in the econmic, social and humanitarian fields. 
It proved successful, in the beginning, in preventing the wars by 
solving the minor disputes but it proved an utter failure in checking 
the big powers from grabing the small powers and in bringing dis¬ 
armament. So it could not be successful in the political field and she 
failed in achieving her objectives of preventing the war in the future. 
It failed in the maintenance of world peace. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Achievements (i) Political Achievements—(i) Finland and Sweden; 
(ii) Poland and Germany ; (in) Germany and Belgium (iv) Turkey and England 
(v) Greece and Bulgaria (vi) Peru and Columbia. 

2. Achievements in the Social and Humanitarian Fields— (i) Inter¬ 
national Labour Organisation (ii) Appointment of Commissions (iii) Health 
Organisation (iv) International Court of Justice (v) Cultural Activity (vi) Other 
works. 

3. Achievements in the Economic Field—Appointment of the Economic 
Committtce an d Financial Committee, (ii) To check the depression and taking 
steps for the development of trade (iii) Setting-up the international Bank 
(iv) Economic aid to the backward countries. 

4. Failures—(1) Dispute between Poland and Lithuania (2; Lithuania and 
the Problem ot Mumul (3; Dispute between Italy and Greece (4> Civil War in , 
Spain (5) Dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay (6) Japan and China war 
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(7) Capture of Abyssenia by Italy (8) League of Nations and Germany (9) 
Failure in Disarmament. 

The League of Nations succeded in the economic, social and humani- 
a trian spheres but failed in the political spheres and it failedin ^prevention 
of the war and to achieve the objective of the mamtance of the world peace. 

Causes of the Failure of the League *>f Nations 

Q. 4. Describe briefly the causes of the failure of the League 
of Nations. 

Or 

What were the factors which led to the failure of the League 
of Nations ? Could this have been avoided ? 

Ans. Causes of the Failure of the League of Nations 

The League of Nations was set-up in 1920 A D It was set up to 
prevent wars and to maintain peace. But it did not come up to the ex¬ 
pectations as it failed in achieving its objectives. Following were the 
causes of its failure : — 

(1) Absence of Big Powers —The League of Nations could not 
become a representative body of all the countries of the world. All 
countries did not become its members, for her instance, America. It 
has been rightly said : — 

* It was a major tragedy that the country to which millions of people 
looked for guidance , protection and economic assistance left them in 
lurch in their hour of need. Without il.S.A ., the League of Nations was 
like a crew without its captain." 

Russia also did not join it and Germany also become its member 
in 1926 A.D. Such a League could not create trust among the de¬ 
feated countries and they started thinking that the League of Nations 
was originated on the feelings of revenge of the Allied Powers and 
was an organisation of the peace-disturbing nations. 

(2) Withdrawal of Great Powers— The membership of the League 
was not compulsory but was optional. There were no bindings over 
the members of the Leauge to follow the rules and decisions of the 
League. Any member-country could leave the organisation at any 
moment. Japan and Germany left the League in 1933 A D. and Italy 
ii» 1935 A.D. Germany and Japan were the permanent members of 
the League. Their withdrawal from the League gave a great blow to 
the power and honour of the League. 

(3) League was a part of the Treaty of Versailles— League 
was a part of the Treaty; of Versailles. The terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles was based upon the spirit of revenge. It was not based 
upon justice and equality. The defeated nations, who were treated 
hard, hated the treaty in the same manner as they hated the League. 
They did not find any difference between the two. So they had no faith 
in the League from the very beginning. It has righty been said— 

* The League of Nations was a dishonourable daughter of disre¬ 
puted mother *\ 
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different Spmv^To VoTe^nt ° f r ^ 

faiiure of the League. E P ach nation warned touse he UaTue° f for 

grinding her own axe When they found that they wire unaWe 
to realize their motive, they left the Leaene i,.ct o C nl were u T Ddb,e 

and Italy had done. If these nations S hadVfr Japa ° 

worked for the main objectives of the League then it rou 

successful but they did not do so and consequently the League failed 0 

(5) Anglo-Frenrh Domination over the League— The European 
powers were very narrow-minded and conservative The stanch 

nation* ' n , the w . ay , of . the s P read of the spirit of the inter¬ 

nationalism. They always looked after their national interests and 

' * f "? re Intp C n' n .' efn ^' i" 31 m,er f st - The y did not understand the value 
of the mternntional laws and morals. France cared much for her 

vvzmte /1 /^P an a thought of becoming a world power and Italy 
wanted to increase her national prestige by following an aggressive 

po i y Germany and Russia, wanted to avenge their defeat. Under 
these circumstances, the League could not' achieve its objectives 
According to Gooch- International institutions without international 
minds are as hollow as democracies without public spirit *\ 

of the^Leaeue ‘fed'^o^h’^ Ge TT y ' Japan ^ p '“ly—The failure 

and ItaTv These thrl T ° f d ' cla ‘o™hip in Japan. Germany 

wanted to expand Ihei? nat ! ons Were ,ra P eriai 'S‘ countries and 
wanrea to expand their empires at any cost. Japan wanted tr» 

have control over Asia. She captured Manchuria P in 1933 AD 

and when League wanted to take an action against her she ieft 

the chague. Italy wanted to set up her influence in Africa and the 

vet d,t She aQ had ® er J nany had not fo rg° tten he ' own degradation as 
>et. She had to lose many territories according to Treatv of 

Versailles and her military power was also reduced. She ^had 

,°nti e r S r b .° ,h ■*? men and wealth and had suffered a great 
. to . international prestige. She was bent upon fulfilling 

her imperialist designs and to avenge her defeat. She captured Austria 

f.rf C #K° S T OVak,a fir o l a ? d after that shc conquered Poland. She 
also left the League. So the League failed to control the imperialist 

designs of powerlul nations and brought about its fall. 

... ^ ck of* Army and other Meant—The League could not 

means 11b fram ? her laws because she did not posses the 

She did ! m P l?^:,en, ,hen 2- Jt waa a great weakness of the League. 
She did have means of economic and social boycott but it was 

Mfnehn \ nd there f° r «'t proved ineffective. Japan conquered 

nLmenv d he i tar r ed ^ ar ?“ China - Ita <y conquered Abyssenia. 
militarv^ star,ed *be fortification of the Rhine and increased her 

r!!l.?.7i, p . w *, r and co "‘J uered Austria and Czechoslovakia. The 
League kept si ent over her actions and could not punish her because 

owi) weak resources and could not 9hcck her aggressive policy. 
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So the smaller nations took the League as a weak and ineffective 
body. That is why it has been said “By 1938, the League had been 
reduced to a body without a soul ” 

(9) Disarmament —The military power of the defeated nations ^ 
was reduced and restrictions were imposed upon the production of 
war material by the Treaty of the Versailles. A commission was set 
up for the disarmament of other cations. This commission also 
prepared a plan for it. It was declared in this plan that the inter¬ 
national laws should be respected and preparation of the war material 
be reduced for the maintenance of the world peace. But no efforts 
were made by any nation to implement the recommendations of this 
commission. 1 Many conferences were held for disarmament from 
time to time but they failed to achieve any success. On the other 
hand, the different nations started producing war-material on a large 
scale under the garb of their national security. They started preparing 
the destructive arms in large quantities. This led to the creation ot 
the feelings of distruct, fear and hatred among the nations which caus¬ 
ed the Second World War and the fall of the League of Nations. 

(10) Lack of Unanimity it\j)ie Decision of the League of Nations — 

A grert weakness in the Leayjge was this that its decisions were based 
upon the majority votings. The League of Nations had 60 members ^ 
and it was difficult for such a great number of members for any action * 
to have unanimous decisions. It resulted in inefficiency and the League 
of Nations failed to take any action against the aggressors. 

(11) Rules of the League were not Clear —There was anotjier 
great fault in the League of Nations that its rules were not clear. The 
jurisdictions of the Assembly and the Council were not also specified. 
Under these circumstances, it was difficult to take any appropriate 
action. 

It is clear from the above description that the fall of the League 
was caused by the internal defects, the selfishness of the different 
nations, the lack of international undetstanding etc. Coming events 
touched such heights in 1938 A D. that the fall of the League became 
unavoidable. The last rites of the League were performed by Hitler in 
1939 A.D. when he started the Second World War by launching 
an attack on Poland. It has been rightly said regarding the League’s 
failure— 

**The League began a post-war organisation for consolidating the 
victors' gains while continuing to restrain the vanquished. 1/ failed to 
evolve into an impartial Parliament of all nations to which any state 
might come and seek protection against injustice. The Victors domina¬ 
ted the international scene politically and economically but failed to 
dominate it morally and spiritually : therefore the League emerged 
neither as a universal organisation in scope nor as an equitable body in 
action*'. I 
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Causes of the failure of the League of Nations :— (1) Absence of Big 
rowers ; (2) Withdrawal of Great powers ; (3) League was a part of the Treaty 
ol Versailles ; (4) Selfishness of the Member-states ; (5) Anglo-French Domi¬ 
nation over the League ; (6) Lack of the spirit of Internationalism ; (7) Rise of 
#o! C r\- tors ^' p * n Germany, Japan and Italy ; (8) Lack of Army and other means; 
(9) Disarmament ; (10) Lack of unanimity in the Decisions ; (11) Rules of 
League were not clear. 

University and other Important Questions 

1. Give an account of the aims, objects and organisation 8f 
the League of Nations. 

2. “Like the Holy Alliance, the League was an expression of 
a war-weary world to preserve international peace and 
stability/*. How far did the League fulfil the aim with 
which it was formed ? 

3. State the main reasons of the failure of the League of 

Nations. (D.U. 1963, 68, 69) 

4. What were the factors which were responsible for the 

failure of the League of Nations ? (A.U. 1963) 

5. What contributions were made by the League of Nations 

to maintain international peace ? (D.U. 1965, 71) 

6. It is very clear that the League of Nations failed to preserve 

world peace. What was wrong with the League or its 
members ? (P.U. 1965) 

7. What were the aims and objects of the League of Nations ? 

How far did it succeed ? (A.U. 1963) 

8. Assess the contribution of the League of Nations, to the mai¬ 
ntenance of international peace. 
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FRANCE AND ENGLAND AFTER THE FIRST 

WORLD WAR (1919-1939 A.D) 

/ _ _ _ 


France after the First Woild War 

Q 1. Give an account of the difficulties and problems that 
France had to face after the First World War. What efforts were 
made to solve them ?. 

Or 

Describe briefly the Home and Foreign Policy of France 
between 1919 and .1939 A.D. 

Ans. Problems of France after the War. —France had to face 
many problems. after the First World War and, consequently she 
became a very weak nation and her progress was stopped. Her 
problems were as follows : — 

(1) Problem of Defence —France came out victorious in* the 
First World War and she gained power and prestige, but internally, she 
feared Germany. She feared that some day Germany might become 
a source of danger to her security by takiDg revenge of her defeat. 
Carr has rightly remarked— 

“The most important and persistent single factor in European 
affairs in the years following 1919 was ihe French demand for 
security.” 

(2) Problem of Reconstruction — France suffered a great loss of 
men and money during the war. Her northern plains had served as the 
battle fields and a large number of her people were killed. Thousands 
of people were rendered homeless. She suffered a great loss in man¬ 
power. This resulted in the shortage of labour resources. Many 
cities, villages, fields, buildings, mills, factories, mines, railways, and 
roads were ruined. The problem of homeless and unemployed people 
became very serious. She thought that she might get a large sum as 
compensation from Germany which she would use for the purpose 
of reconstruction, but she did not get anything from Germany by 
1921 A.D. 
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(3) Economic Problem — France had to spend a lot during the 
war and on the reconstruction-work after that. So she had to borrow 
a large sura of money. This made her eco'nomic condition worse. In 
1924 A.D , her condition deteriorated to such an extent that £ of her 
income was spent on making payments as interest on debt and 
pensions. There was no hope of her getting back the loans advanced 
to Russia and Rumania. It was difficult to increase the taxes as the 
prices had already risen much and it became difficult for the people 
to make both their ends meet Paper currency was brought out to 
tackle the economic problem. This resulted in deflation and the 
economic structure was greatly upset. Dissatisfaction increased in 
France and agitations became the order of the day. 

(4) Problem of Alsace and Lorraine — Germany had captured 
two French districts of Alsace and Lorraine but she was to return them 
to France after the war. But France had to face the lingual, religious, 
economic and political problems. Three-fourth of the population 
of these places spoke the German language. Most of the people were 
staunch Catholics and religious education used to be imparted in the 
schools, in addition to that, discontentment was increasing there as a 
result of the economic and political problems. , Ilenns has rightly 

remarked — 

**Many of those in Alsace-Lorraine who had welcomed French troops 
so enthusiastically os liberators who would bring a new era of liberty, 
prosperity ond happiness , later had serious doubts as to whether their 
return to France was altogether an unmixed blessing." 

(5) Constitutional Problem- There were many small parties 
in the country and the internal conflict had touched a new height. 
The party-system' was not as sound as in England. So coalition 
governments Were formed quite i often. Consequently, the hie ot a 
ministry was vCry short. During the period of the Third Republic 
(1871 —1940 A.D.) there were formed ai many as 110 ministries. 
These ministries had different policies. In addition, the President ha 
limited powers. The ministries were not of a permanent nature 1 ne 
Ministers were responsible to the Assembly but they could not dissolve 
it before the expiry of term (of 4 years). So the defects of the par y 
system as well as of the constitution did not allowed the following o a 
good policy in the country and consequently a good admimstra io 

could not be given to the country. 

2. Home Policy— 

(1) Work of Millerand Ministry- After the war, elections 
were held in 1919 iu France. The government of the National Front 
was formed there. Clemenceau, who played an important role in the 
war and the Peace Conference at Paris, left the politics and Millerand 
became the Prime Minister. He took many steps to improve the 
condition of the war-ruined parts of the country. He took a large 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 


190 

loan and re settled the ruined towns and set up many factories. The 
iron and cloth industries made a special progress. Thousands of 
unemployed got employment and the problem of unemployment was 
solved to a great extent. 

(2) Government of Pioncare —France spent a large amount on 4 
the reconstructive work. The budget became unbalanced, so France 
had to borrow a loan and to issue the paper currency. On the 
deterioration of the economic condition, Pioncare was made the Prime 
Minister in 1922 A.D He tried to make up the deficit by borrowing 
loans, by reduction of the administrative expenditure and by intro¬ 
duction of new taxes. He made an attack on the Ruhr Valley 

of Germany with the help of Belgium in 1923 A.D. so as to compel 
Germany to pay the war-indemnity. She declared that as long as 
Germany did not pay the indemnity, she would no vacate that. The 
Dawes Plan was framed to solve this problem. Germany promised 
to pay the indemnity and France vacated the Ruhr Valley. Pioncare 
is called the saviour of France for his services. But he resigned from 
his post in 1924 A.D. 

(3) Events after 1924 A.D ,—After the resignation of Pioncare 
in 1924, the left wing leader Edward Herriot framed the ministry. He 
failed in reforming the economic condition of the country and inflation 
was the result. So Pioncare again formed a coalition in 1929 A.D. 

He again balanced the budget by borrowing loans, decreasing the 
expenses and by the introduction of taxes and consequently the value 
of the French currency increased considerably. 


In 1932 A.D., the left wing leader Herriot again formed the 
ministry. The economic depression took place during his period. 
An increase in the military expenditure and unemployment took 
place. The corruption increased and an economic crisis took hold 
of the country. In 1934 A.D , a great case of corruption came to 
light in which ministers and many government officials were involved. 

The Republic failed to solve many internal as welL as external 
problems. The discontentment among the people rose and their belief • 
in the Republic was-shattered. Soon they started agitation. Under these 
circumstances, a Popular Front was formed by the Socialist and 
Communist parties During the 1936 elections, they came out 
successful and formed a ministry under the leadership of Leon Blum. 


He tried his utmost to crush the Fascist groups and to reform the 

condhion of ,aboUrCrS > bu * he failed to reforni the F economic 
condition of the country. Blum resigned in 1938 A D and 

Md a ief" f ° r H ed ‘be ministry in his place He was a conservative 

World War W3S Pr,me Minister of F «nce during the Second 
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(4) Problem of Alsace-Lorraine —An attempt was made to 
solve the problems of education and language in Alsace and Lorraine. 
The use of the French language was made compulsory in first two 
years and then it was decided to devote 3 hours per week to tne 
teaching of the German language. Freedom in the use of the German 
language for the purpose of religious teachings was granted, ini 
arrangement proved quite satisfactory. 

The above description clearly shows that the mutual differences 
among the political parties in France stood in the way of the stability of . 
the ministries. People lost faith in democracy and the Fascist movement 
gained momentum. The administration became loose and tho 
economic crisis could not be solved. Benns has rightly'said in 

this respect — 

"The out-break of the Second World War, therefore, was to find 
France unprepared politically, industrially, militarily and psychologically 
to fight through to victory .” 

3. Foreign Policy —England and France had gained success 
against Germany in the First World War. There was great rejoicing 
in France but there was also anxiety beneath this rejoicing. Carr has 
rightly said— 

f 'But the jubilation of 1919 was short-lived, beneath the rejoicings of 
victory, a deep note of anxiety made itself heard." 

The French did not forget the trampling of their land twice 
by the Germans. Internally, they held the fear that Germany would 
avenge for the harsh and degrading Treaty ot Versailles by increasing 
her power. So, the sole objective ot her foreign policy was the 
security of her boundaries. 


In 1919 AD. the French Prime Minister of France Clemen- 
ceau, in order to achieve this end, tried to capture the River Rhine so 

that the way of German attack should be checked once lor all But 

America and England opposed it and so Clemenceau could not cap¬ 
ture the Rhine. But both these countries gave a word ot help in case 
Germany ever attacked her. Soon in 1920-21 A.p.. the Amencan 
government made a declaration that she whould remain neutral in the 
European affairs ; then that assurance was of no use tor France , But 
England straight away assured help to France in case of German 
attack. France was not satisfied with it an wanted to have a military 

pact for which England was not ready. 

(1) Defensive Treaties— Feeling herself unsafe, France tried to 
have friendly relations with the small countries around Germany. 
To sallguard herself from the west she had a treaty with Belgium in 

1920 and both decided to help each other against Germany. In U21, 

France also had another treaty with Poland on her eastern side. This 
treaty proved bcneticiaHor the both. Carr has rightly said 
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"In every important issue of international politics , France and Poland 
engaged themselves side by side .” 

France also signed separate treaties with other countries, as in 
the south with Czechoslovakia in 1924 A.D., with Rumania in 1926 
A.D., and with Yugoslavia in 1927 A.D. These treaties were not only 
beneficial for France but they were also useful for the smaller 
kingdoms as they tried, to make them safe, too, by having friendly 
relations with a big power like France. 

So these countries formed a union and it was agreed that France 
would help Czechoslovakia and Rumania against Hungary and 
would save Yugoslavia from Italy. France decided to give them 
military aid. The smaller kingdoms also gave a word to keep the 
treaty of Versailles by taking the side of France. 

(2) Locarno Pacts —The French Foreign Minister Briand was in 
favour of increasing relations with Germany and Russia. England’s 
Chamberlain was also in favour of maintaining peace. Under these 
circumstances a conference of the representatives of England, France, 
Germany, Belgium, Poland, Czecheslovakia, etc. was held in the 
Swiss city of Locarno in October, 1925 A.D. It resulted in many 
treaties which are called the ‘Locarno Pacts’. Germany assured Eng¬ 
land of disarmament. Germany, France and England decided not 
to have a war. By different treaties, Germany, France, Poland, 
Belgium ond Czechoslovakia decided to settle their disputes through 
the League of Nations and not by wars. Lipson has said in this 
respect— 


‘ The Treaty of Locarno represents the greatest achievemem of the 
peace year's 1919 1925.** 

However, Carr has criticised it thus "In the long run , the Locar¬ 
no Treaty was destructive both to the Versailles Treaty and to the 
Convenant. * * 


(3) P act of paris —In 1927 A.D., a conference of the represen¬ 
tatives of 15 countries was held and they signed x a treaty in which 
the ydecided not to go in for a war. This treaty is also called ‘The 

Pact of Paris. By 1930 A.D., the number of countries joining this 
treaty increased to 60. Carr has said— 


“Imperfect though it was , the Pact oj Paris was a considerable land 
mark. It was the first political agreement in the history of almost 
universal scope.*' J 


... But there was a great defect in this treaty that, if any country 
liked to start a war, it could do so in the guise of self-defence. 

The French foreign policy tried to intricate the problem of 
peace instead oi solving u. It led to groupism. Germany had a 
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lfrfv y r, d j R . USS,a Wh,ch ,s cal,ed ,he ‘Rapello Treaty’. Simi- 
GrZ’rl x'L A 8n f^ e | t,es r - to s,ren g'hen her position with Spain, 
wlfrf H K A “ str,a ' So Europe was divided into three groups who 
werejled by France, Germany and Italy. That is why it has been 


The New French hegemony, thus, created in the name of 
security , was founded upon an armed camp of the type that had proved 
so futile and so dangerous in 1914. It was one of the moving factors 
behind the conclusion of two other treaty systems , centering respectively 
:n the Soviet Union and Fascist Italy .” 

On the other hand, the rise of Hitler in Germany made the 
situation more serious. He signed a treaty with Russia to help each 
other. He started making military preparations and the production 
of the war material. He also started the fortification of the Rhine 
Land and expansion of the German empire. Ail this resulted in the 
eruption of the Second World War in 1939 A.D. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Post-War France (1919—1939 A.D.) 

(I) Problems of France after the war— 


(1) Problem of defence ; 
problem ; (4) Problem of Alsace 

(2) Home Policy— 


(2) Problem of reconstruction ; 
and Lorraine ; (5) Constitutional 


OJEconomic 

problems. 


(1) In 1919 A . D. Millerland Ministry in place of Clcmenceau and its 
wprks cf reconstnjct.on ; (2) In 1922 A. D. the government of Pioncarc and its 

M? f |n iol? 3 * * * * * A ,n n 92 H A ’ H ^ rn 2 t and in 1926 A.D. Pioncare once again ; 
1 * 2 n \ 9 o 3 T 2 <; A niP; Hc i ri0t ^am became the Prime Minister and degradation ; 
A L ,n „ 93 h i B,um and in 1938 A.D. Daladier governments ; (6) Solution ol 
Alsace and Lorra.ne problem ; (7, Deterioration in political, military and eco¬ 
nomic condition of France at the time of Second World War. 

(3) Foreign Policy :— 


P ri ™plc was defence; (2) To gain assurance from England 

2"? A J V hC P Crma " attack 5 (3) Defensive treaties with Belgium 

I oland, Czechosla vaki a, Rumania, Yugoslavia etc. ; (4) Locarno Pacts • (SM'nct 

fhe^econd Worl^War ir^ISM^A.H d. 8JVe f ' SC *° -' o' H,Ucr'and' 


England after the War (1919-39 A.D.) 


Q. 2 i Give an acconnt of the Economic 
problems of England after 1919. 

Or 


and Political 
(A.U. 1960) 


Describe briefly the work 
meats of different Political 
to 1939. 


and ^ achievement of the govern- 
Parties in England from 1919 


Or 

What do you know about the salient features of the History 
of England after 1919 ? J 
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Ans. Problems of England after the War-England 

came out victorious in the First World War but she suffered a heavy 
loss of life and property. Her trade and industry suffered a great 
set-back. The economic condition deteriorated and there was 
general discontentment. England had to face the following problems 

after the war :— 


(1) After the end of the World War, there was an increase in the 
demand of English goods but it was short-lived. In 1920 A.D., the 
demand decreased greatly because most of the European countries 
were poor and the Latin American trade increased with India, China, 
Japan and United States. England wanted to increase the value of 
her currency but many countries introduced import and export duties. 
This decreased England's trade. 

(2) The English industries also suffered a great set-back. The 
factories, which produced the war-material, started closing down ana 
the labour became unemployed. 

(3) The work of progress in the general public life had stopped 
because of the war. It was now to be completed. 


(4) The war also greatly affected the naval as well as the com¬ 
mercial fleet adversely. About 2,000 ships of England were destroyed 
in this war. Making up of this loss was also a great problem. 

(5) The debt had increased as a result of thi$*war. 

(6) Many army personnels became unemployed and the ex¬ 
penditure on their pensions and rewards also increased. 


(7) There came a little rise in the demand in 1919-20 A.D. but 
it ended in 1921. The prices came down in 1921. The demand for 
various things also decreased. This affected the trade adversely. 


2, Government of Lloyd George —Lloyd George formed a 
coalition government during the war period. The elections were 
again held in 1918 A.D. After that, Lloyd George formed a coalition 
government (1919-22 A.D.) and tried to solve the problems facing 
the country. He made a trade pact with Russia to promote trade and 
commerce. Following the policy of protection, he introduced many 
import duties so that the national interests might be safeguarded. A 
legislation was introduced to help the labourers all the more. Even 
then he was unable to control the internal unrest. 


(1) Problem of Ireland —By 1912 A.D., England passed the Home 
Rule Bill to .solve the Irish problem but the obstacles put forward by the 
aggressive parties and the province of Ulster stood in the way. 
After the World War I, Lloyd George once again tried to give Home 
Rule to Ireland but the people of Ireland were bent upon gaining 
full freedom. So an Irish Free State was set up in 1922 A.D. by giving 
full freedom to Ireland except the Ulster Province. But the nation- . 
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alists of Ireland were not pleased with that. They wanted to completely 
sever their relations with England. They regarded the freedom without 
Ulster to be quite incomplete. So they continued their efforts under the 
leadership of De Valera to achieve their objective. At last, in 1937 
A.D., they succeeded in their efforts when a Republic was set-up 
in Ireland along with Ulster. 

(2) England and Turkey —Turkey rejected the Treaty of Sevres 
and did not leave her control over Constantinople. The Greeks 
revolted against Turkey but she turned them out of Smyrna State. 
A war broke out between the two countries. The Turkish army 
started advancing towards the Straits under Mustafa Kemal Pasha. 
England had to intervene in this war and Lloyd declared that 
England would not allow Turkey to enter into Europe at any x 
cost. Mustafa Kemal had to bow and the war came to an end. So 
this war of 1923 ended with the Treaty of Lausanne which improved 
their relations. 

(3) Problem of India —The Government of India Act of 1919 
was passed to give certain administrative powers to the Indian people 
for their services during the war. Efforts were made for the establish¬ 
ment of the responsible government in the different Indian states but 
the Indians were not statisfied with that. Because all the powers were 
still in the hands of the British Government, they started the Non¬ 
cooperation Movement under the leadership of Gandhiji in 1920 A.D. 
The government followed a policy of repression but the movement 
warmed up day by day. 

3. Work and Achievement of different Goverments from 
1922 to 1939 A.D —In the 1922 elections, Lloyd George was defeated 
because of his failure to solve the internal as well as external problems. 
The new government was formed by the liberal leader Bonarlaw 
but he also resigned soon and Stanley Baldvin became the Prime 
Minister. His policy of protected trade was greatly opposed and he 
had to resign. 

The 1924 A.D. elections transferred the power into the hands 
of the Labcur Party leader Ramsay Macdonald. He followed a policy 
of free trade. He withdrew the war levies and reduced the duties 
on tea, coffee and sugar. But he also failed to solve the problem of 
unemployment. He advanced a friendly hand towards Russia and 
Japan and favoured Germany’s admittance to the League oi Nations. 
His government, however, proved to be short-lived. 

Baldvin Ministry , 1924-29 A.D —In 1924 A.D., the Conser¬ 
vative leader Baldvin formed a government in England. He reduea 
the expenditure. He reduced the taxes and made efforts to improve 
the condition of the labourers but he could not gam any success. 
The industrial depression continued and a great loss occurred in the 
trade of coal. Its main reason was that most oi the countries got 
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free coal from Germany .under the Treaty of Versailles. Some also 

increased their coal production and some started the use of oil, 

and electricity etc. in place of coal. By 1925 A.D., 1/4 of the 

labour working in the mines became unemployed. Their wages 

were also reduced and the hours of work were increased. In 1926 A.D. 

thousands of labourers struck work but they failed in the end and 

had to end the strike accepting the terms of the factory owners. The 

labour problem remained unsolved and unemployment among them 
increased. 

The women, over 30, were given the right to vote in 1918 A D. 
for their services rendered during the war-period. In 1928 A. D., 
the right to vote was given alike to both males and females. This 
also reduced the age ot the voters to 21 and now every male and 
female ot thifc age got the right to vote. Thus, England became a truly 
democratic country by 1928 A. D. 

Many European countries had signed the Locarno Pacts in 1925. 
They agreed to settle their disputes by peaceful means. Germany 
assured to follow the policy of disarmament and this very fact resulted 
in increasing the importance of the League of Nations. 

The Russians were working against the English interests in many 
countries, so England severed her diplomatic relations with Russia. 


Macdonald Ministry 1929—31 —The Labour Party won 
the 1929 elections and Macdonald again formed a ministry. He 
again established relations whh Russia and tried to set up friendly 
relations with lnd.a and Egypt. At this time, the Indian Freedom 
Movement was at its climax. The Round-Table Conferences were 
held from 1930 to 1932 A. D. to solve the Indian problem but they 
resulted in nothing. Russia changed her attitude towards England 
and this very fact brought both the countries nearer to each other A 
commercial pact was made with Russia and a Russian trade delegation 
came to England which was given a warm reception. The rise of 
Hitler further strengthened their relations. 

Economic Crisis in England —The period from 1929 to 1931 
A. D. was a period of economic crisis in England. After the World 
War, the economic condition of America became better and most of 
the European countries became her debtors. Her exports were much 
more than her imports Gold started flowing from the European coun- 
tries into America and the shortage of gold in these countries forced 
the devaluation of their currencies. Further the increase in 

^ a ft r* * i * economic crisis for her The 

banks started failing and the aunual budget was upset. 

P„^nH Wa Th Ut n , a,ura ,' i hat 8u f h 3 State of affairs should .affect 
England. The national debt and expenditure greatly increased and 

the currency started devaluating as a result of the export of the gold. 
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Macdonald tried to increase the income and ' affect economy by 
reducing the administrative expenses but he did not succeed. The 
unemployment also increased day by day. 

4. The National Government— After the 1931 elections, 
Macdonald set up a national government. The nationalist govern¬ 
ment tried her level best to solve this economic crisis. The pol-cy 
of protection was adopted in the field of trade and commerce. The 
levies were increased on the import of many things except those of 
cotton, wheat, fish and wool. The government expenses were 
curtailed. The farmers were given financial aid. Arrangements for 
starting many new trades were made but improvement did r.ot take 
place in the field of trade. Unemployment could not be checked and 
the number of the unemployed increased very quickly. 

Statute of Westminster , 1931 —After the First World War the 
nationalism got momentum iij the British colonies and they asked 
for freedom. England did not want to completely sever her relations 
with them. So, according to the Statute of West minster in December 
1911 A. D. the freedom of the Dominions of Canada, South Africa* 
Australia and Newzealand was accepted. The parliaments there were 
allowed to pass any law. They could have diplomatic relations with 
other countries. They got the right to frame their own constitutions. 
They could sever their relations with England if the> so liked The 
crown was the onlylink among them. So the British Commonwealth of 
Nations was set-up in place of the British Empire. 

Problem of India —The national movement gatned momentum 
in India under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. The Mahatma 
started many movements sueji as the Non-Cooperation, the Satyagraha 
etc. The government was compelled to pass the Act of 1935. According 
to it, autonomous and responsible governments was decided to be set 
up.at the state level and the dual administrative system at the centre 
But this did not satisfy the Indians who wanted complete freedom. 
As in India, unrest also prevailed in Egypt and Burma against the 
British rule. 

England and Italy —Italy remained displeased because of the 
Treaty of Versailles. She wanted to expand her colonial empire in 
Africa. In 1935 A.D. she invaded Abyssinia. The Teague of 
Nations adopted a policy of economic boycott against her but it failed 
due to the passive attitude of England and France and as such Italy 
annexed Abyssinia into her empire. 

England and Germany —The National government was set up in 
Germaay after the 1936 elections. England was sympathetic to Germany 
after the First World War. When France attacked the Ruhr Valley in 
1923 A. D , England took the side of Germany. But the rise of 
Hitler brought a change in her attitude. The military preparations 
were at their height in Germany. In 1936 A.D., Germany captured the 
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Rhineland and started enhancing her armaments. 1938 A. D., she 
conquered Austria and after that Czechoslovakia. Chamberlain was 
the Prime Minister of England at that t.me. He was against wars. 
So he made the Munich Agreement with Germany in 1938 A^D., 
but its result proved unsatisfactory. In 1939 A. D., Germany 
conquered Poland and the Second World War started, Englan 
forced to fight against Germany in this war. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 


(2) A great 
was greaily 
(5) Increase 

A coalition 
the internal 
Problem of 


Post-War England 1919—39 A. D. 

1. Post War problems of England :—(1) Decline oi trade ; 
setback to her industries; (3) The progress in the social life 
checked ; (4) A great decrease in the naval and commercial tleet , 
in national debt ; (6) Problem of unemployment. 

2. Govcrment of Lloyd George—1919—1922 A * . D * : 7T-1L 
government by Llyod George in 1918 A. D. ; (2) Failure m solving 
problems ; (3) The Irish problem ; (4) England and Turkey , (5) 

India. . . . # 

(3) Different Governments from 1922—1929 :—(1) Baldvm ^mistry o 
1922 and its fall in 1924 A. D. ; (2) The labour ministry of Macdonald in 1924 
A D (3) Baldvin ministry (1924-29); labour strike in 1926iA. D.; complete 
democracy according to 1928 legislation ; Locarno pacts of 1925; severing the 
diplomatic relations with Russia ; (4) Macdonald Ministry, J 9 ^ 9 " 19 ^ T y 
with Russia, three Round Table Conferences to solve the problem of India, 

economic crisis in England from 1929 to 1931 A. D. 

(4) Nationalist Government:—Nationalist government after the 1931 
elections : P) Failure to solve the economic crisis; establishment of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations by the Statue of Westminister. Problem of India. 
(3) Italian conquest of Abyssinia (4) Nationalist Government of 1936 (5) Rela¬ 
tions of England and Germany and the Second World War in 1939 A. D. 


University and other Important Questions 

1 “The out break of the Second World War, therefore, was 
to find France unprepared politically, industrially; mili¬ 
tarily and psychologically to fight through a victory. How 
far do you agree with this view ol Benns. 

2. How did England tackle the various problems between the 
two Great Wars (i. r., 1919-1939). 

3 Give an account of the achievements of the governments of 
different political Parties in England from 1919 to 1939. 

4. Give an account of the economic and political problems of 

England after 1919. 

5. Examine British Foreign Policy during 1920-39. 
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The Peace Conference of Paris and the degrading treaties 
concluded with the defeated countries gave rise to nationalist 
moments in these countries. Turkey had to cede most of its terri¬ 
tories in Europe as a result of the Treaty of Sevres. Her military 
power was reduced and she was made to pay a huge war-indemnity. 
No efforts were spared to crush her. The nationalists of Turkey 
refused to accept such humiliating terms. Turkey marched on the 
path of progress under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha and she 
made a great progress in different spheres viz. political, religious, 
social and economic. Consequently, Turkey was not a sickman at the 
time of the Second World War. She now emerged as a strong and 
progressive country. The reward of all this goes to Kemal Pasha. 

gar" Q. |. Who was Mustafa Kemal Pasha ? Give an account of 
his services to make Turkey a modern state. (Important) 

Or 

What services did Kemal Pasha render to the cause of 
Turkish Nation ? (D.U. 1965) 

Or 

Describe briefly the reforms introduced by Kemal Pasha 
to modernize Turkey. How far is it correct to call him the 
Father of Turks ? 

Ans. Early Life and Achievements of Kemal Pasha— 

Mustafa Kemal Pasha was born in an ordinary family in Salonika 
in 1880 A. D. After receiving his early education, he received his 
education in the Government Military School at Constantinople. He 
was a very promising student. He was given the honour of ‘Kemal* 
by his Mathematics Teacher who was impressed by his general ability. 
He also studied the revolutionary literature. He was greatly impres¬ 
sed by the thoughts of the famous philosophers of France. He held 
this view that the country could be liberated from the corrupt rule 
of the Sultan by revolution and only then Turkey could be made a 
progressive country. He was exiled for his revolutionary ideas by the 
Sultan. He took part in the Young Turk Movement of J 908 A. D. 
He visited France and studied the French methods of war-fare. He 
made a show of his bravery by taking part in the Turko-Italian War 
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(1911-12 A.D.) and the Balkan Wars (1912-1913 A D ) Healso 
made a name by defeating the English in the War of Gallipoli in 
1915 A.D. during the First World War. 

2. Establishment of the National Government of Ankara 

After the First World War, the Allies forced upon Turkey the 
disgraceful and severe Treaty of Sevres. Kemal Pasha took it as a 
national disgrace and asked the Sultan not to accept that treaty but 
the Sultan did not agree to his proposal. The Sultan sent him to 
Anatolia but he did not keep silent there. He started organising 
an army there and established the People’s Party. Their slogan was 
“Turkey for Turks’*. The People’s Party prepared a National Pact 
which had conditions different than those of the Treaty of Sevres The 
Parliament at Constantinople gave consent to this pact but the Allies 
did not care in tne least for it and the British forces entered into 
Constantinople and laid many atrocities. 

The Sultan dissolved the Turkish Parliament under the pressure 
of the Allies and derecognised the Nationalists. Kemal Pasha 
called die National Assembly at Ankara and declared it to be the re¬ 
presentative of the people. Kemal Pasha was made the President of 
the National Assembly as well as the Commander-in-Chief. So the 
Nationalists set-up a parallel Government with Ankara as its capital. 

3. Achievements of * Kemal Pasha—After establishing the 
National government, Mustafa Kemai tried to free Turkey from 
the foreign influence. He compelled Italy to vacate Anatolia and 
the French Silesia. After that, he toppled the newly established 
Armenian Republic. 

(/) War With Greece —Greece considered Turkey as her enemy. 
She had gained special facilities by the Treaty of Sevres. So Greece was 
keen to enforce this treaty. She turned the Turks out of Thrace and 
captured Smyrna. She also tried to crush Kemal’s power in Anato¬ 
lia. Kemal Pasha said about the aggressive policy of Greece— 

"That the Greek ? nvght bear him , but that he did not mean to be 
rounded up. He would retire to regions where the Greeks would not get at 
him and wo'i’d continue the war until the Greeks gave in” 

In 19 1, the Greeks attacked Turkey and started advancing to¬ 
wards Ankara. But Kemal gave a crushing defeat to the Greeks and 
captured Smyrna. Now he started advancing towards the Straits. On 
seeing rhe achievements of Mustafa Kemal, the British Prime Minister 
Lloyd George declared that if the Turks ever tried to enter into 
Europe once again, then the English would oppose them with all 
their strength. 

Mustafa Kema. was compelled to relent and had to sign the 
armistice of Lcmdain on )1 October, 1922. According to this armis¬ 
tice, Turkish right over Eastern Thrace, Adrianople, Symrna, Anato¬ 
lia was accepted. The Straits were opened for all the nations and 
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« 


Turkey was prohibited from 
back many parts and increased 


its fortification, 
her international 


Turkey thus received 
reputation. 


A . • — in Turkey—After the armistice of Loudain, the 

autocratic rule of the Sulan was ended in Turkey. After his removal, 
Sultan Mohammad left for Malta in an English ship. The National 
Assembly established a Republic on 23 i October, 1922 and Kemal 
Pasha was elected as its President. Sultan’s nephew, Abdul Majid was 
made the Caliph. He was merely a religious leader and did not have 
any political rights. After the establishment of the Republic in Turkey, 
she marched on the path of progress under the leadership of Kemal 
Fa ha. That is why it has teen said— 

The Nationalist Revolution had been completely successful and on 
the downfall of the Ottcman Empire rose anew independent Turkish 
state . Released from external trouble, she was free to begin a new era 
of progress and reconstruction .” 


(3) Treaty of Lausanne . 1923 A D.— K tmal Pasha did not 
accept the Treaty of Sevres. Thus, the Treaty of Lousanr.e was made 
in 1923 A.D. Turkey gained the Easton Thrace, Adrianople and 
Constantinople according to this treaty. Her claim over Armenia was 
also accepted. The foreign control over the levies was also withdrawn. 
There remained no restrictions on the Turkish army, navy and air 
force. She accepted not to do any fortification of the Straits. Turkey 
had, however, to leave her claim over many territories in Asia Minor 
and Africa. This treaty was a great victory of Kemal Pasha. Turkey 
was saved from the foreign interference by his efforts. 

(4) New Constitution —After the removal of the Sultan, the 
Republic was established and the democratic system of government was 
set up in Turkey. A new constitution was given to her in 1924 A.D. 
The administrative powers were vested with the National Assembly. 
Elections to it were held on the basis of adult franchise after every 
four years. This Assembly elected the President for a period of four 
years. But the real powers came into the hands of Kemal Pasha 
because Turkey had only one political party i.e , People’s Party and 
Kemal Pasha was its leader. He also had control over the army, 
being Commander-in Chief of the forces. So Mustafa Kemal became 
almost a dictator as all the powers of the state were vested in him. 
However, he never acted as such and always used the powers for the 
welfare of the people. 

(5 ) Suppression of the Khurdish Revolt — Tn 1925 A. D., the Khurds 
revolted in the eastern province of Turkey. Mustafa Kemal suppres- 
sed it and the Khurds were punished heavily. So he established peace 

and order in the country failing which it was difficult to make any 
progress. 


(6) Reforms oj Mustafa Kernel Pasha — Kemal Pasha was a 
progressive fellow and was deadly opposed to the conservative views. 
He wanted to modernize Turkey. For this purpose, he introduced 
many reforms in the different spheres of life: — 
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Religious Reforms —He made Turkey a secular sta, «- 
.ion and politics were set apart The old laws were based on 
'Sheriat' or the Holy Law. He introduced many changes in the legal 
<x>des and gave secular form to them. New legal codes were 
introduced which were not based upon the Quran but on the systems 
of Italy, Germany and Switzerland. Religious teachings were;pr 
hibited in the educational institutions and the Religious. Schools 
were closed. The property of the religious institutions was confiscated 
and it was used for the welfare works. The use of Fez was also 
prohibited. Islam was disestablished as a state religion and ‘he 
Caliphate was abolished. Constantinople was renamed as Istambul 
and Ankara became the capital of the new secular state. 

Social Reforms —He also introduced sweeping changes in the 
social set up. Polygamy was prohibited. Arrangements tor divorce 
were made. Civil-marriage system w;is accepted. The Purdah system 
was discarded and the women were given equal rights and full liberty. 
They were given the rights of voting and to gain access to the hig 
jobs. They were free to adopt all professions like those of men. 
They also gained the right to get higher education. The women 
could go to clubs etc. The western dress was encouraged among 
both men and women. 


Educational Reforms —Kemal did a lot for the expansion of 
education. Education was made compulsory for the children of the 
age group of 7 to 16 years. Many schools, colleges and universities 
were opened. Latin alphabet was introduced in place of Arabic. 
Arrangements were also made for the education of those between 
16—40 years of age. Arrangements were made for opening libraries 
and reading rooms and for the publication of books. Separate schools 
were opened for the development of different arts. Decimal system was 
introduced in the weights and measures and the Gregarian calendar 
was enforced. Thus, the day and night were of 24 hours according 
to the new syste m. 


Economic Reforms— Government grants were given to the 
farmers for the progress of the agriculture. Farmers were given the 
training for the use of improved and new methods for increasing the 
agricultural produce. Agricultural colleges were opened and banks 
were set up in the villages. 


Many regulations were introduced for the progress of the small 
scale industries and the welfare of the labourers. Five Year Plans 
were adopted for the industrial progress. Local companies were 
given aid in place of the foreign concerns. Many industries were 
nationalised and many factories were opened. Means of transporta¬ 
tion were developed. Thus, the trade also progressed along with the 
agricultural and industrial development. 

Thus, Kemal Pasha tried to make the life of the Turkish people 
well settled and peaceful. He used to say— 
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. “-let the people leave this politics alone for the present. Let 

them interest themselves in agriculture and commerce. For ten to fifteen 

years, / must work. After that perhaps I may be able to let them speak 
openly . 

Foreign Policy—After the war, Turkey was treated harshly. 
She lost faith in the Western Powers and Mustafa Kemal became 
suspicious of them. So he was drawn towards Russia and other 
such countries for having friendly relations. 

(I) In 1925, he made his country’s position quite sound inter¬ 
nationally by concluding a treaty with Russia. (2) In 1925, when a 
conflict came up between Turkey and Iraq on the oil fields of Mosul, 
the matter was taken to the League of Nations It was decided 
in favour of Iraq. Turkey resented it very much. The British took 
Iraq’s side. So the relations between Turkey and Britain detericated. 

(3) In 1932 Turkey, became the member of the League of Nations! 

(4) In 1934 Turkey made the Balkan Pact with Greece, Rumania and 
Yugoslavia. They decided for the safety of each others’ territorial 
jurisdictions. (5) In 1937, Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan 
had the Eastern Pact, by which they promised not to interfere into 
one another’s internal affairs and to consult each other on matters 
of international concern. (6) In 1936, Turkey gained permission 
to militarise and re-fortify the Straits. That is why it has been 
said— 

“As a member of both the Balkan Entente and the New Eastern 
League , Turkey occupied a strategic international position ”. 

Mustafa Kemal, however, died in 1938 A.D. At the time, Turkey 
was a powerful and progressive country. She was now not “the 
Sickman of Europe**. 

An Estimate of Mustafa Kemal Pasha—ft is clear from the 
above mentioned facts that Mustafa Kemal Pasha played a great 
role in the reconstruction and progress of Turkey after the First 
World War. He freed Turkey from the foreign tutelage by his ability, 
hard work and patriotism. He established a Republic in his county 
by bringing an end to the autocratic rule of the Sultan. He converted 
the religious state into a secular one. He was not a conservative 
but a progressive man. He introduced religious, social, educational 
and economic reforms to reconstruct and modernise Turkey. He 
brought an end to the old conservative social traditions and tried to 
modernise Turkey. He ended the illiteracy by spreading education. 
He left no stone unturned to develop agriculture, industries, means 
of transport and commerce of his country and it resulted in 
raising the standard of living of the people of Turkey. He strength¬ 
ened his position in his country and also in the international sphere 
by creating friendly relations with other countries. It is justified 
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to call him ‘Ataturk' (Father of the Turks) for his services to his 
country especially in modernising her. He made Turkey a strong, 
powerful and progressive country before his death* Grant and 
Temeraly have rightly said in this respect 


“Yet from a stare which, in the 19th Century , had been regarded 
as an inbinder in Europe , Ataturk built up Turkish State which gave to 
its citizens —men and women—greater freedom and security than any of 
their fore-fathers had enjoyed and transferred Turkey into an independent 
sovereign state, free from foreign interference for the first time for almost 
two centuries". 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Mustafa Kemal Pasha—(1) Early life and achievements ; 
ment of national governmeut at Ankara; (3) Weeding out the foreign powers 
from the country (4) War with Greece in 1921 A. D. (5) Establishment of 
Republic in Turkey in 1923 A. D. (6) The Treaty of Loussame in 1923 A.D 
(7) Introduction of the new constitution (8) Suppression of the Khurds in 1925 
A.D. (9) Kemal’s religious, social, educational, and economic reforms (10) 
Foreign policy—treaty with Russia in 1925 A. D. ; event of Mosul, joinedjne 
League of Nations in 1932 A. D.; Balkan Pact and the Eastern Pact (11) 
Modernisation by his efforts ; to make Turkey a powerful and progressive 
nation ; the title of ‘Ataturk’ or Father of the Turks. 


University and other Important Questions 

1. Describe fully the rise and growth of Turkey under Mustafa 
Kemal Pasha's dictatorship. 

2. Give an account of the reconstruction of the New Republic 
of Turkey under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha. 

3. Write short notes on — 

(а) Treaty of Sevres. 

(б) Turko-Greece War of 1921. 

(c) Treaty of Loussaine. 
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The World War gave impetus to nationalism and democratic 
forces in Mid-Europe but there took place a great revolution in Russia 
which was both nationalist and political and also social and economical 
After the French Revolution of 1789 A.D., it was the second great 
revolution in Eu ope. This resulted in bringing an end to the auto¬ 
cratic rule in Russia and it was replaced by the Communist Govern¬ 
ment. It also established a new classless society based on the principles 
of Socialism. This Revolution does not have an important place 
in the Russian Hitsory alone but has also got a special place in 
the World History. Conseruently, Communism spread in manv parts 
of the world. 


Russian or Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 




_ Q. 1. Narrate briefly the story of the Bolshevik 
Revolution of Russia and account for its success. 

(A.U. 1961, P.U. '64, D.U. 1966) (V. Imp.) 

Or 

Discuss the causes and consequences of the Russian Revolu¬ 
tion of 1917. (D.U. 1953, 56) 

Or 

' The Russian Revolution of 1917 was an economic explosion 
hastened by the stupidities of the autocratic government*' 
Discuss. . (A.U. 1962) 

Or 

Give an account of the^ political and social conditions in 
Russia on the eve of the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

A ns. ;—Causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

Following were the main causes of the Russian Revolution of 
1917— 

(1) The Autocratic Government of the Czar —The Czar was an 
autocratic and a self-willed ruler. All the administrative powers of the 
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. • . . • xhpre was no check upon bis powers and 
state were vested m him. There w jij He ignored 

Nicholas?! was aa in f e * s C ^‘j^piehva 

of reforms'" The^op^e were against such an autocratic government 
and wanted to do away with it. 

i &nt Administration —The administration in Russia 

People were ftd-up with this inefficient administration and wanted to 

uproot it^ 

(3) Democracies in European Countries- Democratic set-ups 

were es-abtished in most of the Eurepean oemnt" es - As s « ch ' 1 " cr t ^ 
age of democracy, the Russian people could not tolerate the autocratic 

rule in their country. So they got ready to uproot it. 

(4) Miserable Condition of the Masses In the Russian society 
there was a great difference in the life of the upper and the lower 
classes. The upper class had special privileges whereas the masses 
were deprived of their legitimate rights and they were crushed badly. 
The steps taken to improve the conditions of the Serfs proved incfiec 
tive. The demand for more land was turned down. The factories 
were set-up in the cities as a result of the Industrial Revolution but 
the condition of the workers was still miserable. They produced 
wealth for the capitalists and were themselves deprived of their right to 
live a decent life. That is why it has been said— 


“These elements of discontent .produced two streams of movement 
of liberal and socialist , which became a mighty torrent which eventually 
swept off the Czurist regime 

(5) Demands of the New Middle Class —The Industrial Revolu- 
lion.gave rise to a powerful middle class which comprised of the 
traders, factory owners etc. They in the company of the intelligentia, 
made demands tor the responsible government, right of voting and 
freedom of the press speech, reiigion and equality. Czar turned down 
their genuine demands. **Tbe perversity of Nicholas and his blindness 
to the potent •*aI strength of the new forces that were surging round him 
produced the Russian Revolution 79 . 

(6> Influence of Western Ideas — The liberal ideas of the West 
also made a great contribution to the eruption of the Revolution. 
These western ideas routed through the literature into Russia even 
though so many restrictions had been imposed upon literature by the 
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Czar. Different Russian writers such as Tolstoy, Turgeney etc. infused 
revolutionary ideals into the minds of the Russian youth, and they 
started demanding rights and those facilities available to the people in 
the western countries. The Czar turned down their demands and 

this produced the revolution. 

* 

(7) Russo-Japanese War , Jp04-5 —Russia was defeated in 

the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5. This defeat, received at the 
hands of a small nation, turned the people against the Czar. They 
were of the view that their defeat was due to /he inefficient and weak 
government of the Czar which could not manage the war ip a proper 
manner. 


(8> Revolution of /905 —There took place a Revolution in Russia 
in 1905 against the autocratic rule of the Czar. The labourers struck 
work and the serfs started looting the landlords. The Czar tried to sup¬ 
press this Revolution and when he could not gain any particular success 
then he had to accept some of the_public demands and had to call 
the 'Duma’ (/.<?. The National Assembly). But the autocratic rule and 
the responsible government could not pull on side by side. The 
Czar followed the policy of repression taking advantage of rhe rift 
among the revolutionaries. This increased the unrest among the 
public and led to the great revolution. 

(9J Spread of Socialism —Many factories were set-up as a result 
of the Industrial Revolution. The factory owners exploited the 
labourers and workers for their benefit. So their economic condition 
became very grave. Under these circumstances, the principles of Karl 
Marx had a great effect upon them. He favoured a classless society, 
dictatorship of the proletariate and nationalisation of the means of 
production. Marx’s principles had a great effect upon the proletariate. 
They set-up the Workman’s Social Democratic Parly following the 
socialist principles in 1895 A.D. In ls03 A.D. this party was divided 
into two parts—Bolsheviks and Mensheviks. The Bolsheviks were 
more powerful and their leader was Lenin. This group believed in 
the revolutionary and violent means to set up the dictatorship of the 
Proletariate. Mensheviks followed the midway - and favoured the 
setting-up of the Communist Government by and by after introducing 
reforms. The leadership of the revolution was, however, in the hands 
of the Bolsheviks. 


(10) Russian Defeat in the First World War —Russia joined the 
Allies in the First World War in 1914 A D. She gained some success 
in the beginning but after 1915 AD. she had to face defeat alter 
defeat. It became difficult for the soldiers to fight due to the shortage 
of the war-material and food-stuffs. The shortage ot the tood-grams 
and clothes created a great unrest among the people. If increased 
their difficulties greatly. Thar is why it has been said — 

“The war , produced toe opportunity. Fate produced die leader in 
l.cnin His threat, intellcctuSTand personal powers ciud'h'd hiia to dominate 
the situation , he saw this opportunity when oi tiers Jul hot . 
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Event* of the Revolution—The Revolution started on March 

7 1917 A.D when the workers struck work and attacked 

Petrograd. Such things happered at other places too. In the villages 
the farmers started revolting. The soldiers joined the revolutionaries 
in place of supressing them. Due to the shortage of the food-stuns 
riots broke out at every place and unrest and lawlessness spread 
throughout the country. The Czar was compelled to leave the throne 
and a temporary government was set-up under the leadership of 

Prince Kerensky. 

Kerensky was the follower of the mid-way. He gave freedom of 
the press, speech and religion to the public. The declaration regarding 
the setting up of a Constitutional Assembly on the Western pattern 
was made. Declaration for the continuation of the war was also 
made. But the public opposed it as they were against the war. They 
were demanding peace, land and bread in place of political reforms 
and administrative changes. The peop’e rather wanted changes in 
the social and economic sphere. 

On hearing the news of the Revolution,) Lenin reached Russia 
and soon he took the leadership of Bolsheviks in his own hands to 
guide the revolution. These people wanted to set-up the^Communist 
Government of the proletariate by revolutionary means. They wero 
ajso in favour of ending the war. The public helped them. There 
was again another revolution in Petrograd in November, 1917 A.D. 
They forcibly dissolved the temporary government. Kerensky ran away 
from the country and the Bolsheviks took over the reigns of the 
government in “their own hands. 

Taking the powers in its hands, the Bolshevik Government, first 
of all, concluded a treaty with Germany to end the war. This treaty 
was greatly disgraceful for Russia as she was to lose many of her terri¬ 
tories. Efforts were also made to set up the socialist government 
cn the basis of the principles of Marx. The private property was 
confiscated ; the farmers were given land ; the government nationalised 
all the factories and handed over their management to the labourers ; 
all debts were remitted ; the property of the church was confiscated 
and labour was made compulsory for all. It was all done with one 
stroke by the Lenin Government. 

The landlords, traders and the priests greatly opposed all these 
steps taken by the Lenin Government. So a civil war broke out bet¬ 
ween the upper and the lower classes. Lenin suppressed all opposition 
by vio lent means !and such atrocities were committed (hat the memorie 
of the terrors oTthe French Revolution were revived The Czar, witli 
his family, was shot dead in July, J918. 

On seeing the Russian Revolution, toe capitalist countries were 
awe strickcr iest thc working classes should provoke similar revolutions 
in their own countries. So they refused to recognise the Bolshevik 
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Government of Russia. The Allies sent their forces into Russia It 

appeared as if the Bblshevik Government would give way under the 

pressure of the civil war and foreign interference. 8 But the Bolsheiik 

Government faced the internal as well as external dangers very brave v 
and succeeded in the end. y uravci / 


Whet led to the Success of the Revolution Following 
the causes of the success of the Revolution :— 6 




^ HeIp ° f ,he Workmen Peasants— The workmen were 

given the management of the factories and land was given, to the 
peasants after snatching it from the landlords. Both these ranks who 
were in greater number were satisfied and pleased with such measures 
So they fully helped and supported the Bolsheviks>so that autocracy 
might not be re-established in the country resulting in the confication 
of their newly acquired land.(^^- 

(2) Unity among the Revolutionaries- Bolsheviks were united 
and their unity was very sound.' They had full faith in the principles 
of Socialism and revolution, and they were ready to make all sacrifices.^ 
In addition, Trotsky also united them on the military front The 
members of this ‘Red Army’ were very brave who faced the difficulties 
very boldly and thus they succeeded in the end. 


(3) Disunity among the Counter-revolutionaries— There was a 
great deal of disunity among the counter-revolutionaries who possessed 
grave differences. The Royalists and the Republicans h,ad different 
aims and there were vast differences among their political leaders 
and the military officers. This internal dissensions among them made 
the revolution a sure suceess. 


(4) Efficient Leadership—The revi lutionaries had able and 
active leaders like Tenin. juenin had firm faith in the principles of 
Marx and he wanted to set-up a Communist Government in Russia. 
He led the revolutionaries in difficult times, gave them right guidance 
and led them to success. 

(5) Policy of War —The counter revolutionaries wanted to 
continue the war. But the public was already sick of the wars because 
their economic condition had become very bad. There was shortage 
of food-grains and unemployment were rampant all over the country. 
The revolutionaries wanted to stop the war so as to improve their 
general condition. So the public sided with the revolutionaries. 

(6) Help of the Foreign Soldiers—The Counter-revolutionaries 
tried to suppress the revolution with the foreign help. The revolutiona¬ 
ries started this propaganda that the counter-revolutionaries wanted 
to set up a foreign rule with the help of the foreign soldiers This 
had a great effect upon the public and they took the side of the revolu¬ 
tionaries. 
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f 71 Intervention of the Allies —With the fear that the revolution 

sa’,r is a & 

KSS £tS£Z Si 

armies in 1919 A.D. 

Result, of the Revolution -The Russian Revolution has an 
important place in the Russian history. Following were its 


results :— 

(1) Czar Nicholas II and the members of his family were shot 
dead and it brought an end to the autocratic, self-willed and despo¬ 
tic rule in Ruisia. 

(2) The power came into the hands of the people, and the 
government of the proletariates under the leadership of 
established. The Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics (C/.5.S.R.) 
was formed on the basis of the Bolshevik ptinciples. 


(3) The landlords, businessmen and clergymen were all reduchd 
to destitution. Land, factories mines industries and all the sources 
of production were nationalised. The social set-up was formed on 

the basis of Communism. 


“Every one according to his ability and every one according to 
his work ” was the principal followed. 


The capitalists were also required to work. It was therefore 
decided that those who did not work would not get food as well as 
the right to vote. 


(4) Changes were introduced in the economic set-up so that im¬ 
provement must take place in the condition of the farmers and the 
workmen. The land was distributed among the peasants by taking 
it forcibly from the landlords. The management of the factories was 
handed over to the workmen. All the debts were cancelled* Proper 
arrangements for the education of the workmen were made and the 
military training and military service were made compulsory for 

them. 


(5) Education was taken from the church and proper arrange¬ 
ments were made for imparting it. The government took over the 
responsibiity of imparting education to the children of the workmen. 

(6) The Russian Revolution set-up a new society on the basis 
of the Communist principles by introducing drastic changes in the 
social and economic spheres. The Russian socialism gave a call 
to the workmen of the world to unite on the basis of equality*and 
fraternity. The Russian socialism was not only limited to Russia 
alone but it affected almost all the countries of the woild. It gave 
rise to Socialism in all the countries of the world. 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Russian Revolution of 1917 

(3) Demoirac^r 0,16 of thc Czar - < 2 > Inefficient administration ; 

ma !se ? ?m,I„H^5r Pean co “" ric ? <4) Miserable condition of the 
masses , (5) Demands of the new middle class : (6) Influence of thr western 

ideas ; (7) Russo-Japanese War, 1904-5 ; (8) Revolution of 1905 AD* (9) 

Spread of Socialism ; (10) Russian defeat in the First World War. * * 

1017 a J?*. the revolution in Petrograd on March 7, 

by the Czar and provisional government of Kerensky; 

(3) Kerensky s reforms were incomplete and people were against his Dolicv of 
continuing the war ; (4) Lenin took the leadership of the revolution P into^his 
own hands on November 7, 1917 A. D. ; (5) Drastic changes bv the Leuin- 

o?^n 0 ^re b n y ci h b V,h P e , ^ , e S s and CiVi ' War in RUSSia 5 (6> UnSucccssful attem P t 

[V c ”uses of its Success Help of the workmen and peasants ; (2) Unity 
*be Revolutionaries ; (3) Disunity among thc counter revolutionaries ; 

(7) InTe C rvention oY^e P y(lI 1 c S . P ° f ‘ he f ° rcign S °' diCrS (6) Po,icy of War 

u ^ Results : (1) End of the autocratic and despotic rule ; (2) Power in 
Ju 4 handS u° f the masses ; (3) Suppression of thc capitalists and landlords 

(4) Many changes in thc economic set-up to improve thc condition of the 

ccHmtrfes of the wo?ld 8CmCntS of Education > (6) Spread of socialism in other 


Work and Achievements of Lenin 

. Q- Give an account of the work and achievements of 
Lenin. 



What is 
Russia ? 


Lenin's contribution to the freedom movement in 



How far wai Lenin responsible for the success of Bolshevik 
Revolution or the Russian Revolution of 1917 AD.? 


u“ I f?, r,y r, Llfe of Lemn ~ Lenin was born in the town 
of Ciabiask of the Kazan Province in Russia inl870A.D. His real 

name was Vladimir Ilich Ulianov. His father was an Inspecto- of 
Schools. 


He was related to a revolutionary family. His elder brother 
was sentenced to death for taking part in the conspiracy of Czar 
Alexander Second’s murder. He was also a revolutionary from the 
very beginning. He joined the Pittsburg University after passing his 
Matriculation Examination. He joined the Communist Revolutionary 
Party. He soon started spreading the revolutionary ideas and organis¬ 
ing the workmen. He favoured the setting-up of a new society on the 
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basis of the socialist principles of Kari-Mar*. He was imprisoned in 
1900 A D. and was transported 
to Siberia after that. In 1905- 
A.D., he was set free. After 
that he went to Switzerland 
He started a paper named *Iska' 
with the object of uniting the 
workmen. Its copies were sent 
secretly to Russia. In 1905 A.D. 
he returned to Russia at the 
time of the Revolution but did 
not take any important Ipart 
in it. He spread socialism and the 
revolutionary ideals by remain¬ 
ing out of Russia (.from 1905 
A.D. to 1917 A.D. He again 
came back to Russia when there 
was another Revolution in Russia 
in 1917. He led this Revolution 
and set-up a Communist Govern- 



Lenin 


dnu bcr u cl - - , 

ment in place of the autocratic and despotic rule of the Czar m Russia. 


The Bolshevik Party—Workmen’s Democratic Party was 
formed in 1895 A D. to spread Socialism and to unite the workmen. 
Differences, however, crept up among the leaders over the means to 
be followed to achieve their aims and in 1903 A.D. this party was 
divided into two parts —the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks. The 
Bolsheviks were in favour of using the voilent and drastic means for 
setting up a Communist Government but the Mensheviks were in 
favour of adopting the middle path. They were not supporters of the 
revolution and wanted to set-up a Communist government by and by. 
Lenin was the leader of the Bolsheviks. 


Lenin's Views and Aims—Lenin was a staunch supporter 
of the socialist principles of Karl Marx. (1) He wanted to replace 
the autocratic rule of the Czar by the Communist Government so that 
the workmen should have the power in their hands. 

(2) He wanted to set-up the new economic aud social structure 
based on the principles of Communism so that there should not be 
any priviledged class. 

(3) He wanted to take the land from the big landlords and to 
give that to the peasants. 

(4) He was in favour of the nationalisation of industries and 
wanted to give their management in the hands of the workmen. 

(5) He wanted to cancel all the debts of the Czarist regime. 

(6) According to him, the right to vote should only be given to 
the workmen and the rich should not be given any such right. 
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■ (7) u H ^! as of th * °P ln i° n that treaties made during the Czar’s 
regime should be cancelled and a new treaty be made with the Germans 
so as to end the war and to check any possible foreign intervention. 

In short, we can say that he wanted to set-up the political 
social, and economic structure of his country on the basis of Socialism 
so that everyone should be able to get food, clothing, etc. at the same 

level* 


Lenin and the Russian Revolution of 1917 AD_The 

Russian Revolution started in March, 1917 A.D. Consequently the 
Czar was compelled to leave the throne on March 15 1917 AD and 
a provisional government under Kerensky was set up. This govern¬ 
ment was m favour of continuing the war. It also gave certain political 
rights to the masses but it did not satisfy them. They were rather 
asking for peace, land and bread. 


Lenin returned to Russia in April, 1917 and took the leader¬ 
ship of the revolution in his own hands. He united the hard-working 
and radical people under the Bolshkvik Party and started the 
revolution again to end the Provisional Government. After gaining 
the support of workmen, Lenin forcibly dissolved the Provisional 
Government on November 6, 1917 A.D. Kerensky ran away and thus 
the goveanment fell into the hands of the Bolshevik Party under the 
leadership of Lenin. 

Lenin's Reforms and Works of Consolidation—Lenin 
tuok power into his own hands but he had to face many difficulties* — 
(I) The war was stiil going on with Germany and that too in her 
favour. (2) The supporters of the Czar were trying to end the 
Bolsheviks with the foreign help. (3) The economic condition of the 
people was very grave. (4) Provisions for the new constitution was 
to be made. (5) The foundations of Communism were yet to be 
strengthened. However he did a lot to solve these problemes :_ 

(1) Lenin was in favour of ending she war at the earliest. So he 
signed a treaty with Germany on December 5, 1917 A.D. He had to 
lose many territories but he wanted to establish peace. 

. < 2 ) Lenfn wanted to spread the principles of Communism through¬ 
out the world. The capitalist countries became afraid of it and the 
Allies sent their forces into Russia. These forces were insufficient and 
beeame sick of the useless war. As the incomplete and half hearted 

a f ctl .°“ of the AI,ies did not prove successful so they* soon called back 
their forces. 

u ^ distributed the land among the serfs by taking it from 

the landlords. The factories were nationalised and their management 
was handed over to the workmen. Private property was confiscated. 
Labour was made compulsary for all. All the debts of the Czarist 
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government were cancelled. The property of the old church in Russia 
was also confiscated. 

(4) The landlords, traders, .clergymen and the supporters of 
theCzar greatly opposed him. Consquently, a civil war broke out in 
Russia that lasted from 1918 to.1920 A.D. The government suppres¬ 
sed the above mentioned privileged classes forcefully and perpetrated 
many atrocities on them. 

The New Constitution—A new constitution was adopted in 
Russia after the Revolution. Following were its saient features 

(1) Local Soviets :—Local Soviets were set up for the local ad¬ 
ministration of the villages and towns. Members to these local Soviets 
were elected by the workmen. 

(2) All Russian Congress of Soviets— The members to the 
Provincial Soviets were elected by the members of the Local Soviets. 
The members of the Provincial Soviets elected the members of the 
All Russian Congress of Soviets. The number of its members was 
about 2,000 and the real power of the government was vested in this 
Congress. 

(3) Central Executive Committee —It had about 200 members 
and they were elected by the Central Soviet. The laws were passed 
by this committee and were implemented after the approval of the 
Central Executive Committee. 

(4) Council of People's Commission —This was like the present- 
day Council of Ministers. It had about 18 members and they were 
elected by the Central Executive Committee. It ran the government 
of the country. 

(5) Franchise ’.-- Every person of 18 years of age, who earned his 
living by doing labour, had the right to vote. But during the reign 
of the Czar only the officers, clergymen and the landlords had the 
right to vote. 

• 

(6) Amendment in 1923 —After the Civil War, Russia got back 
many of her lost territories and then there were seven Republics in 
Russia. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republic was established 
uniting these Republics under the new constitution. 'Each of these 
Republics had its administrative set-up like the above mentioned struc¬ 
ture of the Central Government. 

(7) The Communist Party —The real powers of the government 
were in the hands of the Communist Party and it had complete control 
over the administration and on the economic and social structure. The 
President of this party (/. e., Lenin) was all in all. 

New Economic Policy of Lenin—Lanin took the land from 
the landlords and distributed it among the peasants. They became 
the masters of the land but they hesitated in giving the extra portion 
of their products to the government. When the government compelled 
them for it then they left farming. This reduced the produce and a 
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persons ^cd%ecau^ of ^t.n* 15513 10 ,92 ' A ' D ‘ and ,hou sands of 

Lenin nationalised^] fh^iidua^es* an°d' eav^ the^ ofinduslries - 
discipline and mlnogir^ ^nPry and rtS^S* due t0 T lack of 

production of things. The defective rnfi? * d n a ^ reat ,oss ,n thc 
things more worse. a wa ^ s ^ stem a fso made the 

sszzxzssgs 

"We should change its tactics from assault to sinon rv„„ 
be r u P hM , hu < henceforth it ,could he a pragmatic ComnZZT-as 
™ cb f°' nmwusm as ,hc exigencies of the situation would pent,it and no 

His new economic policy had thc following salient features •— 

(I) The peasants were not to give the whole of the nroch.ee 
the government They were to pay a fixed tax to the government n 

in the market. '* S ' Ve " right '° SC " ,hcir extra Produce 

,, ( 2) T/ ‘ \big industriesattd the factories were nationalised and the 
small industries and factories were left open to thc public. 

♦ i i (3) The foreign capitalists were provided all facilities to invest in 
the larger and b.gger units of industrial and agricultural production 
but the government reserved the fust right to purchase their products. 

(4) Under certain conditions, thc private retail trade was allowed. 
The Government Retail Stores were opened to check that the 
businessmen did not make an undue profit. 

The critics are of the view that this policy of Lenin encouraged 

rich industrialists and farmers and thus gave shelter to capfta- 
hsm Buth.s policy was based upon the prevailing conditions and 
was temporary ,n nature. It was not a permanent arrangement ' The 

co-operative farming system was introduced to fill in the g ins and V 

impose a check upon capitalism Thus* Lenirsaved h s co^from 

Revolut]on ,g an P interuad<mal* , featlure n Md nt to “d*Sec' 

-t «, l f t Lenin 

their objective's] 6 ^ ^ P ° Wer and tbey^ed"in 

A D Howevef 8 bot d hlL F s a d Ce ’ P °' and also a,,acked Ru “ia in 1920 

Riga/ by S they settled their « 
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Lenin also cancelled the Anglo-Russian Treaty of 1 ^07 A.D. 
and started instigating Afghanisian against the English. 1 he policy 
of the Bolsheviks, thus, separated Russia from the rest of the worja. 

Lenin soon realised that it was not easy to end capitalism in 
the West. He, therefore, tried to establish friendly relations with the 
western countries by leaving his policy of isolaJ ion so as to improve 
Russia’s economic condition and to strengthen the power o 
Bolsheviks. He made a trade pact with England in 1921 A. U. «e 
also entered into trade pacts with 11 other nations within a period of 
one year. Russia entered into an important treaty with Germany and 
consequently got loan from Germany. In 1924 AD, the British 
Government accorded recognition to the Bolshevik Government ot 
Russia and after that nine other countries recognised it. 


An Estimate of Lenin—Lenin died in 1924 A D. Over¬ 
work and hardwork were the causes of his death. He was very 
able, hard working and an impressive personality. He was the father 
of Communism, organiser of the revolution and founder of the new 
Russian society. Being a staunch socialist, he mixed soci« hsm with 
capitalism so as to meet the needs of the times. This is an example 
of his wisdom and pragmatism. He brought an end to the autociatic 
rule in Russia and replaced it by a Communist Government and 
established a new society and economic set-up on the basis of. 
Socialism. By his great efforts, he raised Russia to the position of a 
great world power and a great nation and taught the lesson of 
Communism to the whole of the world. The Communists worship him 
like a god and his tomb in Moscow is a religious place for them. It 
has been rightly remarked that— 

“As the father of the Bolshevik revolution and the creator of new 
Russia, he will occupy a prominent place in the pages of history . 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Work and Achievements of Lenin 

(1) Early life (i) Born at Ciabiask in the Province of Kazan in 1871 
A.D. (i'i) Revolutioanry from the beginning (Hi) Imprisioncd in 1895 A.D, for 
his revolutionary efforts and was exiled (iV) To work for the unity of work¬ 
men living outside his country from 1905 to 1917 A. D. 

(2) Founded the Bolshevik Parly, Lenin’s views and objects. 

(3) Contribution to the Russian Revolutiou of 1917 A. D. and setting up 
the Bolshevik Government. 

(4) Lenin’s work—consolidation and reforms. 

(5) New constitution of 1918 A.D. 

(6) New Economic Policy of Lenin. w 

(1) Foreign Policy—To check the interference of the Allies (2) War 
and treaty with Poland (3) Cancellation of the Anglo-Russian Treaty of 1907 
A D. (4) Adoption of the Policy of friendship leaving the policy of isolation 
(51 Treaties with different countries. 

(8) Lenin—father of Communism and founder of new Russia. 
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tsr O 3 W r- k aml Achie » e ®«nt. of Stalin 
of Stalin. ^ 3 ‘ G ' Ve “ «"<>“«“ of the work and .chi.ven.enU 

_ Q r ( Important ) 

‘ P^tl^nd^ .He 

° f ROMU 

«saa ~ Ss ii:t 

clergy man so he sent him to a 
religious institution to receive 
h.s education. As he was the 
follower of Socialism, so he was 
turned out from there. After that 
he joined the Democratic Party 
and started working with Lenin 
He was sent to jail many a 
time and was also exiled. But 
he worked for Socialism with 
full determination. Lenin gave 
shim the name of Stalin (steel). 

, _^ n 1917 A. D. he became 

the Secretary of the Bolshevik 

£. art iL He i to ° k 3 8rcat part 
m the revolution and infused 

the civil wlr and later^in^th^ 1163 ' He did a lot of worlc during 

Rise l , I *be organisation of the Bolshevik Party 

arose between his fw*o companions 1 eath Tlmy enin H in c 1924 ’ a quarrel 

power. Trotsky was Lenin’s Home Miniver* He hid 11 " f ° r Sa i Din8 
in preparing the path for the ° S ^ . e had a great hand 

Army. He wanted to spread the reof?- and or Sanising the Red 

the world as it could keep Socialism lde - as in the who,e of 

hand, Stalin was not merely an idealist h ? In ^“ ss,a - On the other 

strengthen the roots of Socialism inp U ? ™ allst a °d he wanted to 

capitalism. In this struggle Stahn br,nfilDg an end to 

Trotsky «nd his companions and tecame , v, ' torious and he exiled 

/arty as well its dictator! “ C ,he ,eader of ,he Communist 

started E payk)g , atten“on y towirdf'*tta , P ° Wer ’ Stalin 

of the country. He framed Five Year^ans for?hi ra ‘ pr ° gress 
mam objectives of these plans were . tb J s Purpose. The 

crease products, to encourage todustrL J “T* 01 the na,i ° D - to in- 

m the economic sphere by increasing production. at ' a ' n self - suffic,enc y 
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(1) First Five Year Pl<w, 1928-32 A D.-Tn the first Five 
Year Plan great emphasis was laid on the heavy industries. Big 
factories and plants were set-up. The factories were opened to produce 
tractors and agricultural implements. Steel plants were also set-up. 
For the production of hydro-electric power, many river-valley pro¬ 
jects were made. The production of coal, iron and petrol was in¬ 
creased to two times. Technical Schools were opened, loans were 
taken from other countries and services of the experts were acquired. 

That is why it has been said— 

“ The establishment of so many gigantic industries and enterprises 
within so short a period is a record unparalleled in history ’ . 

Agriculture was also given its proper place. Emphasis was laid 
on the co-operative farming and public enterprise by abolishing 
private agriculture and the rich farmers or ‘the Kulaks ’ New methods 
of irrigation, better seeds, manures and implements began to be used 
to increase production. An Inspection Board was set-up to look 
after the co-operative farming. 

Critics are of the opinion that the First Five Year Plan did not 
succeed fully in bringing down the prices, producing better things, in¬ 
creasing ihe efficiency of the labour and also in raising the standard of 
living in the country. But even though there were certain defects in 
the plan yet it has its own importance in history. Benns has rightly 
remarked — 


(2) “The First Five Year plan , nevertheless, undoubtedly , constitut¬ 
ed a landmark in Russian Industrial history 

(2) Second Five Year Plan , 1933—37— The Second Five Year 
Plan was implemented in 1933 A.D. Efforts were made in it to 
remove the short comings of the First Five Year Plan. Greater em¬ 
phasis was laid on increasing the production of articles of dailj> use 
in quantity as well as in quality. Efforts were made to improve the 
means of transport. Arrangements were made for better houses, 
rest-houses and means of entertainment for workem so as to increase 
their efficiency. Their rates of labour were increased and training 
centres were opened. Emphasis was laid on scientific and co-opera¬ 
tive farming. 

Second Five Year Plan also gave impetus to the iron, steel, 
petroleum and, machinery manufactures. In 1934 A.D., Russia 

attained the 2nd place in the production of raw material and third 
place in the production of steel in the world. She also became self- 
sufficient in respect of food grains. 


(3) Third Five Year Plan , 1938 — 42 AD —The main objec¬ 
tive of the Third Five Year Plan was that Russia should leave behind 
the capitalist countries in the technical known-how, especially in the 
field of production. 

(4) Resultsof the Plans —The above Five Year flans succeeded 
jn achieving their objectives to a great extent 
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0) An amazing progress was made in the spheres of agriculture 
and industrial production. 

(2) The natural resources of the country were exploited fully 
and scientifically. 

(3) The country became self-sufficient and both unemployment 
and hunger were removed. The farmers and the workmen were 
provided with great number of facilities and their life became happy. 

(4) Unemployment was also rooted out of the country. 

In short, we can say that Stalin made his country prosperous 
and powerful by these Five Year Plans. 

Educational Reforms —Special emphasis was laid on educa¬ 
tion so as to spread the Communist thoughts and ideals and to root 
out the Czarist influence. Stalin was of the view— 

“Communist economic schemes were not possible without any in¬ 
tellectual revolut on . Every toiler and toiler's child was to be given the 

right to a schooling .” 

School and the technical institutions were set-up for the ex¬ 
pansion of education. Education was made compulsory up to the 
age of 17. Special arranagements were made for the education of the 
adults and the youth. As a result of all these measurees the number 
©f the educated persons in Russia reached upto 80% by 1935. 

Religious Reforms— There was no place for religion in 
Russian Communism. The Communists took the old church as thier 
great enemy as it was the supporter of Czaraom They finished the 
Church and confiscated its property. The Churches were converted 
into museums and clubs. The religions teachings were declared 
to be illegal. The elergymen were deprived of their right of teching 
and marriage celebrations. The religion, the Church and th' cler¬ 
gymen began to be looked down upon in Russia, 

Foreign Policy of Stalin —Stalin knew it na ell that peace was 
the most desired thing for the reconstruction and the spread of Com- 
musism in Russia. So he discarded Lenin's policy of isolation and 
started es ablishing friendly relations with the different Western 
Powers. 

The increasing power of Japan was a great menace to her in 
the East and Germany in the West. He entered into non-aggression 
pacts with Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithunia etc. in 1932 A D. so as 
* to save Russia from the western side. With that thing in view he 
also made a pact with France in that very year. 

. 1933 US A. granted recognition to Russia and established 

political and commercial relations with her. Russia joined the 

League of Nations in 1934 and she soon became the permanent mem¬ 
ber of the Council. 
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On the other side, Germany was also growing tp be a great 
power day by day under the leadership of Hitler. Her growing 
power w£ a great menace to Russia. Under these circumstances 
She entered into a defence pact with France whereby it wasagreed 
upon that if any other European nation attacked any of the two then 
they would help each other. After that she also entered into a 
defence pact with Czechoslovakia. 

In 1938 A D Hitler captured Austria and after that he cap- 
tured Czechoslovakia. England and France were compelled to reco¬ 
gnise these changes. Stalin did not have any hope of help from 
England and France. So he signed a pact with Germany on 23rd 


August, 1939. 

Russia gained an important place in the international sphere 
as a result of Stalin’s foreign policy. Russia was more powerful at 
the time of the Second World War than she was during the First 
World War. Benns has rightly remarked— 

“Russia in 1941 was much better prepared in leadership , manpower ; 
military equipment and industrial , and agricultural resources to withstand 
attack than she had been in 1914 ” 


Stalin joined the Allies in the Second World War and proved 
to be the main cause of the German defeat. It was he who dashed all 
the hopes of Hitler to the ground. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Early life of Stalin (1) Born in 1879 A.D, at Gori in a cobbler’s 
house. (2) Revolutionary from the beginning and supporter of Communism. 
(3) Became the member of Democratic Party and a Comrade of Lenin. (4) 
Became the Secretary of the Bolsevik Party and took an important part in the 
revolution. 

Stalin’s Contribution (1) Struggle between Trotsky and Stalin at the 
time of Lenin’s death in 1924 A.D. (2) Stalin’s success in the end. (3) Leader of 
the Communist Party and its dictator. 


Economic Policy :—Framing of the Five Year Plans for the national 
reconstruction and economic self-sufficiency. (2) Emphasis were laid on the 
industrial progress and cooperative farming in the First Five Year Plan. (3) 
Emphasis was laid on the production of the things of every day use and to 
increase efficiency of the labour in the Second Plan. (4) Emphasis was laid on 
the industrial development in the Third Plan. (5) As a result of these plans 
agricultural and industrial development took place, standard of living was 
raised and the problem of unemployment was solved. 

Educational Reforms :—(1) Education was based upon the Communist 
principles ; (2) Establishment of schools and training centres. (3) Proper 
arrangements for children, youth and adult education ; (4) By 1933 A.D. 80% 
of the people were educated. .* 


Religious Reforms End of the old Church and confiscation of the 
Church property ; (2) Religious preaching became illegal ; (3) The clergymen 
were deorived of all their religious rights. 


Foreign Policy Discarded the policy of isolatiou and followed the 
policy ot friendship ; (2) Non-aggression pacts with Poland, Etonia, Lativa and 
Lithunia ; (3) Joining the League of Nations in 1934 A.D. ; (4) Defence pacts 

io S A F n n S lml f ze t cho . slovak u ,a J n 1935 A.D. ; (5) Treaty with Hitlar in 
1939 A.D. (6) Important role in the Second World War. 


RUSSIA SINCE 1917 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


9 . 
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University and other Important Questions 

Mention the chief causes and results of the Russian Revolu¬ 
tion of 1917. CD. U. 1962, 64, 69 ) 

cr,tlcal note on the origin of the Russian Revolution 
I917 * (D. U. 1967, 72) 

io. 9 e m . ajor causcs of ,he Russian Revolution of 

ivu ' Also describe the main events of the Revolution. 

essa >'on the political and social conditions in 
Russia on the eve of the Revolution of 1917. 

(A. U. 1960, 69) 

What were the aims of Lenin’s New Economic Policy ? 

(A. U. 1962, 66) 

success of Bolshevism 
possible ,n Russ.a ? (A. U. 1967) 

What were the circumstances that led to the establishment 
OI communism in power in Russia ? (A. U. 1964) 

Describe the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

(A.U. 1968) 

Discuss the chief causes and results of the Russian Revo- 
,utIon - (Delhi B.A. 1971) 



FASCISM IN ITALY 



Daring the First World War, Italy joined the Allies. Her hopes 

were nor fulfilled by the Treaty of Versailles for which she took part 
in the war. Besides, she spent a lot of money in the war. This 
created an economic crisis in the country. The then government 
did not pay much attention towards it. This gave rise to unrest and 
lawlessness in the country. Under these circumstances, the patriotic 
and the nationalist elements formed many volunteer-unions which 
were organised into the Fascist Party by Mussolini later on. He 
took the reins of the government into his hands and set-up a dictator¬ 
ship in the couutry. Thus, by doing so he opened a new chapter in 
the history of his country. 


its main 
Italy ? 


Q. 1. What do yon mean by Fascism ? What were 
principles ? Also account for the rise of Fascism in 

^Important) 

Or 


Give an account of the general condition of Italy after the 
First World War. 


Ans. Meaning of Fascism :—The word ‘Fascism’ has its root 
in the Roman word ‘Fascio’ which means “a bundle of Royal 
sticks”. In the olden times, when the Roman Emperors entered 
their capital after gaining victory then they used to carry the Royal 
sticks in their hands which were symbolic of the dictatorial authority of 
the state and the emperors. So ‘Fascism’ means autocracy or dictator¬ 
ship where the whole power of the state is vested in one person only 
and it is obligatory for all the countrymen to carry out his orders. No 
body can dare or has the right to criticise or oppose his policy. 

After the First World War, when Italy was faced with the econo¬ 
mic crisis and when unrest and lawlessness was created in the country 
by the atrocities of the Communists then the patriots formed a Fascist 
Party to save the country. By and by, Mussolini organised the Fascist 
Party into a strong party and set-up dictatorship in Italy by taking 
power into his own hands in 1922 A. D. The main principles of 
this party are commonly known by the name of ‘Fascism.’ 


FASCISM IN ITALY 

/ 




as 0 * * ?a#c * ,m — Tfae main Principles' of Fascism were 


(1) Fascism was the anti-thesis of Democracy. 44 In place of majo¬ 
rities and quantities , it sought to substitute the Leader.** J 

a F ? sc j? m . was J t . he su PP°rter of one party and one leader. 

According to Fascism, dictatorship was the best form of government. 
That is why Mussolini has said— 

** AU Pfties must end , must fall. 1 want to see a panorama of 
rums around me t the ruins of the other political forces so that Fascism 
may stand gigantic and dominant'* 


There was no place for opposition in Fascism and it was in 
favour of bringing an and to all other forces. 

(3) The leader of the party was all in all in the country. None 
could challenge his authority.' He was above law. He had all 
the military and civil rights and no body could criticise him. 

(4) Fascism was against the individual. It preferred the state 
to the man or the individual because he gets all the rights from the 
state. That is why it has been said— 

"The individual exists solely for the society of which he forms a 

part and that the state obliterates all individual rights.** 

Individual did exist only for the state. • Fascism laid more stress 
on the duties of the individual and the rights of the state. 

(5) Fascism laid stress on nationalism and national institutes. 

(6) According to Fascism peace should be established in the 
country and the private property should be maintained. 

(7) For the all-round development of the country Fascism 

favoured equal control on the capitalists, poor, labourers, peasants 
factory owners, landlords etc. ' 


(8) Fascism wanted to enhance the power and prestige of the 
country by making it powerful. 


(9) Fascism was the supporter of an imperialist and aggressive 
policy so that the country should become strong and might gain power 
and prestige in the international sphere. 


According Mussolini —“Fascism is based on the resolutions work 
and objectivs of the state. According to it ; state is complete but the 
individual and associations are in complete.** 


. Hazen is of the view—“Fascism began as an impulse towasds law 
and order and it ought to safeguard the existing Institutions of Italy 
against the ruinous influence of Bolshevism.** J y 
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In the words of Gooch -“Fascism professed and deveIo Pf da 

philoslphTofTtsown. It claimed to be a spiM movement aimtng 

at revivifying ItaVan soul in terms of duty to the state. 

Mussolini reformed the internal condition of Italy b y s P.read- 

i„S fS: My. » » My 

sss^ac*jratt srsws- *- 

Fascism rose and fell with Mussolini# 

Came# of the Rite of FacUm— Following were the causes of the 

rise and spread of Fascism in Italy— 

(1) Discontentment after the Treaty of Versailles --Italy joined the 
Allies in the First World War and by the Secret Treaty of London 
(1915 A.D.) she hoped to gain Trentino, Triest, Istria, Fiume, Coastal 
regions of Dalmatia, Albania and some parts of Turkey and Germany. 

But during the Paris Conference her hopes were dashed to the ground 
by Wilson's opposition and so by the Treaty of Versailles she could get 
only Southern Tyrol and Trentino, and the Coastal Regions of Dalm¬ 
atia. She could get no part of the German and Turkish colonial empire 

It has been rightly said in this connection— 


‘'Italy got nothing from the colonial dinner.” 

Her struggle started against Yugoslavia on the matter of Fiume 
but in the end she was to recognise the freedom of Fiume according 
to the treaty of Reypolo. The Italians felt as if they had been deceiv¬ 
ed and thought that their right demands were ignored. Imperialist 
designs of Italy were completely ignored. This very fact helped in 
spreading Fascism in Italy. 


(2) Economic Crisis— An economic crisis came up as a result 
of the loss of the life and money in the war. Many people were killed 
in the war and millions of rupees were spent. The national debt was 
increased a lot. The price and the value of money decreased. There 
was a great shortage of food-grains in the country and unemplo>ment 
was increasing day by day. The industries and trade were ruined. 
The condition of the middle class people, farmers and the working 
class became very critical. As a result of the war, Italy suffered a 
lot and her people became very poor. Such a deteriorated condition 
created unrest in the country. 

(3) Week Government —A wave of unrest and anger spread 
in Italy as a result of the economic crisis, disappointment and dis- 
honouron account of the Treaty of Versailles. Then then liberal 
government of Italy was disinterested in solving the problems of the 
country and it was too weak to keep the situation under control Pdople 
were much distressed dye to the weak policy and inefficiency of the 
government. They wanted to replace such a weak and inefficient 
government by a powerful and bold governmeant. This feeling of the 
people helped Fascism to flourish in the country. It it has been mightly 
said— 
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Fascist™* Uadership WaS wanted and * H-« supplied by the 

< 4 ) Activities of the Socialists :—The Socialists who included 
the Anarchists, Communists and the Social Democrats made the 
atmosphere more poisonous by their revolutionary ideas Thev left 
"“ sto " e ““ lur " cd * increase lawlessness prevailing?,thecountry 

mts extorted ' and °J ' he ,andlords ' The worSoSni^d 

strikes, broke machines and took hold of the factoiies. Strikes to“k 
place in the Post and Telegraph Departments. The Com mu hist started 

mpnt' n8 ThI aDS f °» c , apturln 8 the power by overthrowing the govern¬ 
ment. They wanted to create lawlessness and indiscipline by their 

subversive activities. People became sick of such a state of affairs and 

wanted a powerful and bold leadership in the country.- They wanted 

such a powerful party in the country who could establish peace and 

prosperity by ending the lawlessness and insecurity prevailing?, the 

country. Such a state gave rise to Fascism. Keulbey has rightly 

w., e iS.,S'S : - n r 

in ItalfVtfS? tL^ ati T liStS ~l herc were ‘ raa "y nationalists 

5? ‘ liaiy . tbat time who became afraid of the activities nf tht- 
rich Th“ 31111 pass ! veness of . the government. The landlftrds, the 

class neonli* men ’ ar !J Sa u*’ retired soldiers, teachers and the middle 
£ 0ple comprised this part of the society. Thev wanted to 

wLVdtoset U uo y such m a fa,liD & ! n thS Chnas Comm y un?m ‘Ihey 
co“d do a^v with h a powerful government in the country which 

Wouds caS^L? r . eS,le i SD f S dnd unrest - They formed different 

Md bv C their - nd thu ? ,he >! began t0 cal,cd as Fascists. By 

^em y ntothe Fa s“s?p?t? reaS ^ “ the Cnd Mu*olini organised 

Rome^ffom*d ifferc nt^ th f different groups of this party attacked 

PrimeM?i??r,v eS V nde 5 the leadership of Mussolini. The 

mster Gioliti resigned. Emperor Victor Emmanuel III 
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Thus, Mussolini established a Fascist government, a Fascist Party 
Fascism in Italy. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1 Meaning of Fascism Fascism is deprived from ‘fasico’ a Roman 

word meaning dictorship. Dictator is all in all in this system. 

2. Principle of Fascism :—0 Opponent of democracy and mtavom 
dictatorship ; (ii) One party ; (Hi) The leader of the party ^ as all in 1 1 J. 

Opponent of individualism ; .) Stress on Nationalism (v.) Maintenanc 

peace and pros^fcrty in the country ; (v/i) Equal control on all people (vnil 
Enhancement of the national prestige ( ix) Aggressive Foreign Policy. 

3 Causes of the Rise of Fascism :—(/) Discotentment after the Treaty 
of Versailles ; (ii) Economic crisis ; (Hi) Weak government (tv) Activities th 
Socialists (V) Mutual differences of the various political oarties.fv,) Efforts the 
Nationalists—formation of Fascios, rise of Mussolini, Fascist rariy 
Fascist Government. 


Work and Achievements of Mussolini 

Q. 2. Explain how Fascism gained momentum in Italy 
under the stewardship of Mussolini. (Important) 

Or 

Describe Benito Mussolini's rise to power in Italy. Give an 
account of his work and achievements. 

Or 

Describe the domestic and foreign policy of the Fascist 

Italy. 

Ans. Early Life of Mussolini and the Rise of Fascism in 
Italy :—Mussolini was born at Romania in North Italy in 1883 A.D. 
His father was a poor blacksmith. After receiving his educaction, 
he became a teacher at the age 18. In the beginning he was the 
follower of Marx-socialism and was a revolutionary. He went to 
Switzerland and started working as a journalist. He also started 
spreading the socialist principles and the organisation of workmen, so 
the Swiss Government ordered him to go back to his country. 

On coming back to Italy, he started spreading the Communist 
views. He had to go to prison many a time. In 1912 A.D., he was 
appointed the Chiet Editor of the main Socialist newspaper Avante in 
Italy. During the First World War, he was in favour of joining 
hands with the Allies and when the government started war against 
Germany he joined the army. He was promoted as Corporal for his 
services and boldness shown during the war. In 1917 A.D., he was 
wounded in the war and on his recovery he restarted working as the 
editor of his newspaper. 



FASCISM IN If ALT 


Mussolini addressing the Public 
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the leadership of Mussolini. Mussolini created this impression m the 
minejs of the public that only the Fascist Party could take the country 
out of this crisis. Once he said— • 

**During the war we all fplt the incapacity of those who were 
governing us and we know that we won only by value of Italian people 

. therefore , we are constituting the Fascist bodies capable of creative 

action and capable of going out in squares and crying : It is we who 
have the right to succeed to this government , for it was we who pushed 
the country into the war-and led it to victory .” — (Mussolini) 

In 19?2 A.D, Mussolini organised a great armed rally of the 
volunteers of the Fasicos and decided to save the country from 
Communism. According to fixed plan, the black shirt members of 
the Fascist party attacked Rome on 27th October, 1922, A D. Be¬ 
coming afraid of their power, the liberal Prime Minister Giolitti 
resigned. Emperor Victor Emmanuel III made Mussolini his Prime 
Minister. After becoming the Piime Minister, Mussolini took all the 
powers of the country into his own hands and established the dic¬ 
tatorship of the Fascist Party as he was against democracy. He was 
of the view— 

“Democracies arc like shifting sard . Our political ideal is like a 
rock-granite peak *\ 

Work and Achievements of Mussolini 


(1) Law ar.d Order :—On becoming the Prime Minister, Musso¬ 
lini took all the military and civil powers into his own hands. He be¬ 
came all in all in the State. He set-up the Fascios to create national 
feelings among the public. He crushed all the opposition parties 
and the opponents. The reliable Fascists were appointed on the 
higher posts. So he was able to set up law and order in the country 
by ending the unrest and lawlessness. 

(2) Economic Reforms— Mussolini introduced some reforms into 
the state so as to reform the economic condition of the people who 
were sick of war, revolution and economic crisis. He reduced the 
government expenditure and balanced the national budget by in¬ 
troducing new taxes. The fall in the value of money was checked. 
Many factori s were set-up for the industrial development. Arrange¬ 
ments were made to took after both government and private factories. 
Workmen were provided many facilities. Syndicates were formed 
to settle the disputes between the workmen and the factory owners. 
The production of electricity was also increased to give an incentiv; 
to industries. The means of transport and communication were 
also developed. 

Special attention was also paid to the development of agri¬ 
culture. The marshy land was converted into cultivable land. The 
agricultural produce was increased by the use of scientific manures, 
implements and new methods of agriculture. 
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So, Mussolini introduced many economic reforms which impro¬ 
ved the economic condition of the people who were greatly affected 
by the economic crisis. By these methods, Italy was made prosper¬ 
ous and rich. 

(3) Educational Reforms —The education was also channeled 
through the Faccist methods. Many schools were opened for the 
spread of education. The education was based upon the Fascist 
principles in these institutions. Only those persons couid teach in 
the schools who had faith in Fascism. Military training was made 
compulsory. Schools, colleges, liberaries and reading rooms were 
opened to promote education. The feelings of nationalism were in¬ 
troduced among the students through the medium of education. 

(4) Other Reforms —Corruption, inefficiency and weakness 
were removed from the country and moral of the public was raised. 
Roads, bridges, canals, dams, hospital etc. were constructed. The 
feelings of patriotism and national glory were created by the recla¬ 
mation of the old monuments of Italy. Special efforts were made to 
incresse the military force of the country. The aeroplanes and naval 
ships were also produced in large number. Italy equalled with Ger¬ 
many and France in her naval force. 

(5) Treaty with the Pope —After the unification of Italy, the .rela¬ 
tions of Pope and the state were not good as the Italian government 
captured Rome. Mussolini was desirous of getting the help apd good 
wishes of the Pope for strengthening his political position. In 
order to end this dispute, he started negotiations with the Pope and in 
the end it matured into the Treaty o! Latern in Feburary, 1929 A.D. 
Its terms were— 

(/) Pope recognised the right of Italian government over 

Rome. 

(ii) The government recognised the sovereign authority of the 
Pope over the Vatican. 

(Hi) Pope was to be given 10 million $ for leaving his claim 
over Rome. 

(vi) Catholicism was declared to be the state religion in Italy. 

(v) Pope gained the power of appointing the bishops in Italy. 

(vl) The bishops were forebidden from taking part in politics. 

(v/i) The religious teachings were made compulsory in the 
primary as well as secondary schools. 

The treaty has got its own importance and Pope declared that 
“Italy has regained God and God has come to Italy *. 

Thus, Facism made use of religion for political stability and 
for ending the social instability. It has been rightly said —**Like Bona¬ 
partism , Fascism made a political use of religion and saw in it a valu¬ 
able aid to authority and a stabilising force against social upheavals'*. 
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Grant and Teinperley have also commented— 

“The Pope conferred lustre on the Fascist government and gave an 
authority to its continuance in a way that no ruler could have done 
it. The survival of Mussolin's dictatorship for over 2 years was due 
in no small measures to his reconciliation with the line af supreme 
Pontiff. 

(6) Foreign Policy of Mussolini—After the First World War, 
Italy received disappointment by the Treaty of Versailles as she 
could not fulfil her wishes. Besides, her international prestige also 
received a great set-back. The main objective of Mussolini’s foreign 
policy was to heighten the prestige of Italy in the international 
sphere. For this purpose, he wanted to make Italy a powerful country 
or perhaps a world power. So he followed an aggressive, vigorous, 
powerful and bold policy. He was of the view— “War heightens the 
power of the man ami brings prestige to those nations who possess the 
power to face it". 

(i) First of all Mussolini made efforts to increase his influence 
over the Mediterranian Sea. He regained the islands of Dodecanese 
and Rhodes by the Treaty of Lousanne in 1923 A.D. These islands 
had been ceded by her to Greece in 1920 A.D. 

(ii) He gained the city of Fiume from Yugoslavia by a Treaty 
in 1924 A.D. 

(iii) By the Treaty of Fium, Italy recognised the political 
status of Albania in 1926 A.D. After that, she turned her into her 
protectorate by advancing economic aid. In 1939 A.D., she captured 
the whole of Albania in a military action. Benns has remarked in 
this respect— 

“Mussolini in the decade after 1922, undoubtedly succeeded in 
strengthening Italy's hold on the Adrtatic, increasing her prestige in 
the Mediterranean and in extending her diplomatic and commenced 
influence in south-easten Europe ” 

(iv) She entered into commerical and diplomatic treaties with 
great nations such as Russia, and France etc. in order to strengthen 
her power and to have good place in the international sphere. 

(v/) The early successes of Mussolini increased his boldness 
self-interest and appetite for more territories. So in 1935 A.D. he 
attacked Abyssinia in order to capture it. He used to say— 

“If we win, I shall be king of Abyssinia. If we lose I shall be king 
of Italy". 

Besides this, he said to his countrymen— 

“If I advance, follow me, if I retreat, kill me, if I die, avenge 

me." 
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In this expedition, he gained the support from France. Abyssinia 
appealed to the League of Nations. But due to differences the among 
different nations no solid step could be taken against the aggressive 
policy of Italy. Hitler also took Italy’s side. Under these favourable 
circumstances, Italy captured Abyssinia in 1936 A.D. and the 
Emperor of Abyssinia Hail Silassie ran to England. Mussolini used 
to say —“The war was perceived and willed for the prestige, life and the 
jreateess of Fascist motherland *\ 

But the victory of Italy poisoned the political life of Europe and 
>rought the Second World War nearer. 

(vi) In the Abyssinian crisis when League of Nations opposed 
Italy she left the membership of the League. This was a great 
slow to the League. Carr had said— 

“The Italian victory was a grave blow to the League of Nations '* 

(v/i) The civil war broke out in Spain between the Democrats 
and the Royalists to gain power. Mussolini took the side of the 
Royalists leader General Franco, as be was the supporter pf Fascism. 
Franco came out victorious in the end and Italy gained good chances 
:o increase her influence in Spain. 

(Wii) After the capture of Abyssinia, her relations with England 
and France deteriorated and she was drawn towards Germany. At 
last in 1939 A.D. they entered into a treaty called “Rome-Berlin 
; Axis". This treaty proved a major cause of the Second World War. In 
1940 A.D. Mussolini declared war against England and France and 
took the German side. 

It is quite clear from the above mentioned description that 
Mussolini changed Italy into a powerful nation and also made her a 
self-supporting nation economically. He made arrangements for 
setttng up an efficient government by bringing an end to the lawless¬ 
ness and unrest prevailing in the country. He strengthened his posi¬ 
tion by reconciling with the Pope. He heightned the prestige of Italy 
by following an aggressive policy, increasing his country’s military 
power and by expanding the colonial empire. Now Italy began to 
be counted as a great power in the world. But the public had to 
pay a great price for all this. They had to sacrifice their political 
freedom. After gaining power Mussolini became a dictator and 
he took all the military and civil powers into his own hands. 
The Assembly was not dissolved but it was existing in name 
only and Mussolini became all in all. Many restrictions were im¬ 
posed upon the press and newspapers. The freedom of speech and 
J organising meetings were prohibited. He crushed his opponents 
very gravely. The local institutions were closed. The public’ was 
deprived of alt their rights. In 1940 A.D. he declared war against 
the Allies taking the side of Germany. The defeat in the war took 
his country to disaster and in J943 A.D. he died. With him Fascism 
plso met its end in Italy, 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Early Life of Mussolini and Rise of Fascism "bcSn- 

Romanian village in the hous * Worked m’^ journalist and orga- 

ning he was a revolutionary and Marxist , (3) worKea j whcn he was 

nised theworkcrs in Switzerland and had t° fern]. . | ta i v . ( 5 ) Took part in 
ordered to leave that country ; (4) Preached Socialism in Italy » i ) ^ the 

the First World War, wounded and became a journalist again , to) 

opponent of Communism because of the Russian R®^® ^ ‘. . ,q» Organisation 

Lawless- ness in Italy after the War; ( 8 ) Formation of Fasciot, ( 9 ) orgamsa^^ 

of the Fascist Party by Mussolini ; (10) In 1922 he attacked Rom , g 

and became a dictator. * . n\ Tn 

2. Work and Achievements To end lawlessness and unrest ,( ) 1 
make the country prosperous by introducing different econominrineioles ; (4) 

Arrangement and spread of education on the basis of his Dositice; 

Other Reforms ; (5) Reconciliation with Pope and strengthening his positige^ 

( 6 ) Main objectives of the foreign policy, to expand the empire, to enhance tn 

international prestige, to follow aggressive policy—to caP tur e , 

Rhodes Islands, to gain Fiume in 1924 A.D.. to capture Albania 
and commercial pacts with France, England and Russia to captu j 

in 1936 A.D., to leave the League of Nations ; Rome-Berlin-Axis and the 

Second World War. 


University and other Important Questions 

Examine the main factors responsible for the rise of dictator¬ 
ship in Italy. 

1. Point out the circumstances that led to the rise of Mussolini 

in Italy. (A. U. 1960) 

2. State the circumstances that led to the rise of Moussolini in 
Italy. What were his achievements ? 

3. Trace the history of the rise of Fascist Movement in Italy. 

(A. U. 1966) 

4. Examine the main factors responsible for the rise of dictator¬ 
ship in Italy. (D.U. 1970) 

5. Examine the factors responsible for the rise of dictatorship 
in rome countries of Europe after the First World War ? 

(Delhi B. A. 1971) 
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The nationalist feelings impelled the Germans to start a war 
against different nations in 1914 A. D. As the war prolonged, their 
hopes began to turn into disappointment. There came a shortage of 
the war-material in the country. This disturbed the economic struc¬ 
ture of the country. Both government and the public had to face a 
lot of economic difficulties. The uneasiness increased against Kaiser 
William II. Asa result of the mutual differences among the different 
political parties the political instability came up and the unity dis¬ 
appeared. Germany was compelled to stop the war and had to sign 
a harsh and degrading treaty with the Allies. So, the powerful 
Germany of Bismarck marched towards her decline and had to face 
many difficulties in the time to come. 

Republic in Germany, 1919-38 A.D. 

Q. 1. Under what circumstances was the Republic esta¬ 
blished in Germany after the First World War ? What difficul¬ 
ties it had to face ? How were these solved ? 

Or 

Give an account of the political conditions of Germany 
between the two world wars and before the rise of Hitler. 

Ans. Establishment of the Republic —The feelings of unrest 
and doubt came up against Kaiserism in the public mind afie; the war 
and the economic crisis showed its ugly head in Germany. Lawless¬ 
ness appeared in the country and the feeling of revolt were also fan¬ 
ned. The sailors of Wiffiems Hawborn fleet revolted. Soon there were 
revolts in other places too. The weak government of William could not 
suppress them. William was compelled to resign and he fled to England 
on November 10, 1918 A. D. to save his life. The Chancellor, Prince 
Max, also failed to control the situation. He also resigned. Under these 
circumstances, the Social Democratic Party established the Republic in 
place of the autocratic rule in Germany and their leader Ebert was 
made Chancellor and the war came to an end after signing the 
Treaty oq the November 11, 1918 A. D. 
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Being influenced by the success of the 

1917, the Communists overthrew the Republ t ea derseip of their 
to sit-up the Communist GovenraMt under^ £ad^.p “ ^ 

leader Karl Liebkniecht. There a P.^i, th l^d t o clpture power 
war in Germany. But ihe Communist P y badly P and their 

and soon 'Ebert crushed the* f * ff E bS?s government saved 
leaders were given severe punishments, ho boeri s g 

the Republic. u . 

TKa Warner Constitution— The Constituent Assembly was 

form! on January 19. 1919 A. D. lo “J "““bcely 

of the Social Democratic Party candidates w “ 

party , gained an absolute majon^. The meeting of the Cmisth t 

Assembly was held at Weimer on Febniary 6, 1919 A. D. The New 
Constitution was framed after much discussion. This Constitution is 
known as the Weimer Constitution. This constitution was introduced 
on August 10, 1919 A. D. According to it, a democratic govern¬ 
ment was formed in Germany. Following were the characteristics of 

the New Constitution— 

(1) The Federal government was formed in Germany according 
to the Weimer Constitution. It «as both presidential and parlia- 


mentary in nature. 

(2) The President was the head of the executive and he was 
elected by adult franchise for a term of seven years. He could be 
elected for the second term also. He could be removed by a resolution 
passed by 2/3 majority of the Parliament. The President did not have 
any special right. He was a nominal head of the Constituent 

Assembly. 

(3) The real power of the executive was vested in the Council 
of Ministers which was responsible to the Parliament. 

(4) The legislature consisted of two Houses. The Lower House 
was known as.the Reichstag and the other was called the Reinchstadt. 
Elections to both the Houses were held by adult sufferage. The 
Cabinet of Ministers was responsible to this HCuse and it (i.e. 

[ Reichstag) possessed more rights than the other. In the Reinchstadt, 
there were the representatives of the 18 states of the union. 

(5) There were arrangements for referendum, initiative and 
recall in this constitution. 


(6) People were also given the fundamental rights. 

According to this new constitution, when the elections were held, 
Ebert the leader of the Social Democratic Party was elected as the 
President and Stresmann as the Prime Minister. 

a Difficulties of the Republic — rrom the very beginning, the 
Republic had to face many difficulties as no party in the legislature 
gained majority and a coalition government was set-up. The party 
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should be advanced to her as a loan. A Central Bank should be set-up 
in Germany which should have the right to print paper-currency and 
to circulate new coins. It was also suggested that if she could not 
make the payment of indemnity then France should have conttol 
over the income in Germany from taxes, railways and other professions 
France was ordered to vacate the Ruhr valiy with which she had 

recently occupied. 

Prance withdrew her forces from Germany according to the 
Dawes Plan. A Bank was established in Germany which circulated 
new currency. America, England, France etc. advanced loans for 
the economic development of Germany. Germany made the payment 
of the indemnity and also tried to improve the economic condition 
of the people by developing her industries. This eased the international 
tension. That is why it has been said— 

“For the first ttme since the signing of the Versailles, the diplomatic 
tension in Europe was lessened 


(4) Foreign Policy of the Republic —The objective of the foreign 
policy of the Republic was to heighten the past prestige of the country. 
After the war, France and Germany had been looking at each other 
with doubt. France entered into treaties with Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and Yugoslavia against Germany in 1922 A.D. to strengthen her 
position as well as to defend her boundaries. She also occupied the 
German territory of Ruhr that very year, but she was to vacate that 
according to the Dawes Plan prepared by the Allies. 

Locarno Pacts— After that, both the countries started coming 
nearer to each other. As a result of the efforts of Stressmann aftd the 
French Prime Minister Herriort, a conference of the respresentatives of 
the countries of Germany, France, England, Italy Belgium, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia etc, was held at Locarno, a Swiss city, in 1925 A.D. 
It was held to maintain peace in Europe. As a result of this con¬ 
ference, many pacts were signed, which are commonly knov n as the 
Locarno Pacts. Germany, France, Belgium, Poland and Czechosl¬ 
ovakia signed tour treaties and it was decided that the mutual dis¬ 
putes should be settled by peaceful methods and by arbitration. Fai'h 
treaty was a defensive one, and it was signed by Germany, France, 
Belgium, England and Italy. According to it, Germany recognised 
the territorial changes decided by the Paris Conference. Get many 
recognised the French right over Alsace and Lorraine and promised 
the disarmament of the Rhineland. France and Germany both decid¬ 
ed not Jo violate the territorial jurisdictions of each other. Germany, 
France and England also decided not to indulge in war. 


This treaty has its special importance in the international sphere. 
This protected the eastern boundaries ot Belgium and France. Geimany 
gamed her right place in the political sphere of Europe. Chamberlain 
has thus said— 

"Locarno marks i/ic real dividing line between the years of war and 
the years of peace." 
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Llpson has also remarked in this connection that the "Locarno 

° re t ^ 16 s y n ^ x> ^ °f t ^ ie S reaf success of peaceful limes from 1918 to 
1938 A.D,'* 


In short, it can be said regarding its importance —“The Locarno 

i achievements were widely hailed as precursors of a new era in World 
History“ 

Membership of the League of‘Nations —The Locarno Pacts were 

sig ned in December, 1925 A.D. After that, Germany also entered 

the League of Nations and became a permanent member of the 
Council. 


(6) The Young Plan —The German rule fell into the hands of 
the National Party and Field Marshal Hindenburg was elected its 
President. The Dawes Plan could not maintain the economic balance 
in Germany. Hindenburg wanted to decrease the indemnity and to 
have his authority over Rhineland. America, France and England 
were also in favour of solving these problems. So another Commis¬ 
sion was set up under the chairmanship of an American specialist, 
Owen D. Young. He made the following suggestions in his report :— 

(1) Germany should pay one hundred million £ within 37 

years. 


(2) She should repay the loans of America and the Allies in 22 
instalments. 


(3) An international Bank should be set up at Basel in Switzer¬ 
land to carry out this plan. 



drawn. 


Foreign control and influence over Germany should be with- 


(5) Rhineland should be vacated by June 30, 1930 A.D. 

. ... a Jew amendments, this plan was accepted. It has been 

nghtly said about this plan —“At the Young Plan Conference, all the 
angs of distrust and enmity that had been eddying about since the days 
of Armistice and the writing of Versailles were finally drained off. ” 

In 1929, Germany had to face the economic crisis once again. 
Asa result of this, when she could not repay the indemnity instalment 
at tne right time, America stopped her advancement of loans, and 
Germany stopped the repayment of the instalments. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

recime °£ R «P“Wie — (1) Distrust of the public in the Kaiser 

regime was due to the defeats in the war and economic crisis. 

_ dW illiam fled to Holland and the Social Democratic Party established 
a Republic in Germany on November 10. 1918. 

succeed^ *-' omniun,st tried to ovethrow the Republic but they could not 

. W ^“ cr Constitution—The Constituent Asscmbi> was formed for the 
drattmg ot the new constitution ; The constitution formed by it was introduced 
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on August 11,1919 A.D. (1) Federal government in Germany; (2) The rfcctijm 
of the President by adult Franchise for 7 years. He was constitutional head, (3) 
Executive powers vested in the Council of Ministers responsible to Legs* 
lature ; (4) Role of the Legislature and its two Houses ; (5) Fundamental rights 

to the people. 

Difficulties of the Republic—<1) The efforts of the Royalists under the 
leadership of Dr. Kapp to overthrow the Republic proved unsuccessful, (2) 
Economic crisis ; (3) Reparations and Dawes Plan; (4) Foreign Policy Locarno 
Pacts ; Membership of the League of Nations ; Young Commission to solve the 
problem of reparation and the Rhineland ; Economic crisis of 1929 A.D. ana 
stopping the payment of reparation. 


Hitler and the Rise of Nezis 


«• 


1. Who was Hitler and how did he rise to the supreme 
power in Germany. (P.U. 1964) Important) 


Or 

Discuss the causes of the rise of Hitler and Nazism or the 
Nazi Party in Germany. 

Or 

Describe the policy and method* of Hitler. 


Ans. —Early Life of Hitler—Adolf Hitler was born in a 
poor family at a smalHown of Braunau in Austria in 1889 A.D He 
could not get good education because of poverty. He became an 
orphan at a very small age. He started earning his living by work¬ 
ing with a mason. After that he went to Munich, the Capital, of 



Hitler 


Bavaria and started working as a painter. He started hating the 
Jew>, the Royal Families, the Socialists, the Republicans, and demo¬ 
cratic institutions. He was a staunch supporter of Gt rman-nationa- 
hsm and started dreaming about German unity. He served his 
motherland by joiniog the army during the First World War and got 
the Iron Cross' for his bravery. 
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2. Formation of the Nazi Party— Germany was defeated in the 
First World War and she had to sign the degrading Treaty of Versailles. 
Hitler had a firm view that the real cause of German defeat was 
her leaders and not her army. So he formed the National Socialist 
German Workers Party ia 1919 A.D. Later on this party came to be 
known as the Nazi Party. In the beginning, it had only 7 members 
bat, by and by, its membership increased and it became popular and, 
in the end, succeeded in snatching power. 

Programme of the Nazi Party —An organised programme and 
an army were formed to strengthen the Nazi Party. The programme 
of the party was as follows :— 

(1) The State is above all. All powers should be with the State 
and it should have hold od all the political, social and economic 
programmes. Their belief was that—“ People exist for the slate rather 
than the State for the people 

(2) To end the parliamentary institutions. 

(3) To have control over education, press, radio etc. and to 
maintain its own power. 

(4) To crush all sorts of party formations and oppositiop. 

(5) To root out Communism and Liberalism. 

(6) The right to private property was recognised only upto the 
limit which was not harmful to the national interests. 

(7) To mobilise private and state efforts for the development 
of agriculture and industries etc. 

(8) The Nazi Party considered Germany superior to all other 
Nations and wanted to have her influence all over the world. It was 
of the view—“ The stronger must rule and not fuse w.th the w eaker and 
so sacrifice its own greatness 

(9) To turn out the Jews from Germany, as they were a great 
cause of economic hardships for the people of Germany. 

(10) To denounce the degarding Treaty of Versailles. 

(11) Expansion of the German empire and to regain all the 
colonies she had acquired before the war. 

(12) To increase the German military power. 

Army of the Nazi Party —The Nazi Party had its own army 
which was divided in two parts. One part of the army used to put 
on brown uniform with a red strip on the arm which bore the sign of 
a Swastika (tfj) on that. Its mam function was to save its party 

members and to break up the meetings of the opposition parties. 
The other part of the army put on black shirts and it was comprised 
of the trusted persons whose main duty was to save their party leaders. 
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A newspaper with ihe name of ‘Peoples Observer Qr 

was brought out to spread the principles of Nazism of its 

popular. The Nazi Party made progress day by day becaiw* 

programmes, army, newspaper and impressive personal hly rao ;dly 

gifts of its leader. Hitler. So the number of its party members rapid y 

increased. 


3. Imprisonment of Hitler—In 1923 A.D., J^nbrow 
revolted under the leadership of General Ludendorff to o . 

the Republic, v Hitler also joined them. It was a premature attempt 
and both of them were thrown into the prison. His impriso 
aroused widespread interest in his party. 


Hitler wrote his famous book ‘Mein Kamph’ which is an 
exhaustive account of the principles, objectives, plans, programme 
of the Nazi Party and the development of his own ideas. This booic 
helped a good deal in the spread of Nazism. This book is known as 
‘the Bible of the Nazis’. 

4. Nazi Party came to Power—Hitler was set free alter a year. 
He made his best efforts to organise the Nazi Party fiom 1925 to 
1929 A.D. and set-up its branches at every place. In 1929 A.D. 
Europe faced an economic slump. It also affected Germany. Germany 
was in the grip of unemployment and starvation. Hitler made use 
of the situation. He defamed the Republic and made it clear to the 
public that it was incompetent to solve the national problems and the 
Nazi Parly was the only party which could solve the national pro¬ 
blems and could lead the nation out of the present crisis. Conse¬ 
quently, the middle class, traders, capitalists, soldiers, teachers and 
students, etc. became the members of this party in large numbers. In 
1929 Elections, only 12 members of this party were elected to the 
Legislature but in 1930 Elections, 107 members of this party were 
elected to the Legislature. 

Hitler opposed Hindenburg for the Presidential elections in 1932 
A.D. but he was defeated. He gained only 34 Lakh votes against 
20 Million to Hindenburg. In the 1932 elections the Nazi Party won 
230 seats in the Legislature and gained a majority in the Reichstag. 
So in 1933 A D., Hindenburg was compelled to appoint Hitler as his 
Chancellor or the Prime Minister. It added to the importance of 
the Nazi Party. Hitler began to dream of becoming the dictator by 
consolidating all powers into his hands. He made declaration 
for the new elections by dissolving the Reichstag. But some one set 
the Reichstag’s House on fire. Hitler took advantage of this situation 
and crushed the opposite parties with strong hands. At this stage, 
the Nazis became all in all. 


In 1934, President Hindenburg died. Hitler took advantage 
of this opportunity. He combined in him both the offices of 
the President and the Chancellor. So he became all in all. Soon he 
assumed the title of‘Fuhrer’or the Sole leader of Germany. So by 


THB NAZI GERMANY, 1919—39 A.D. 


231 


1934 Hitler became the dictator of Germany and there was left no 
other party in Germany except the Nazi Party. 

5. Causes of the Rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party 

The causes of the rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party were the 
following:— 

(1) Humiliating Treaty of Versailles— Germany was compelled 
to sign the Treaty of Versailles. By it she had to give away many 
of her parts and territories. Her military power was reduced. She 
was to pay a large amount as reparation. This treaty was not only 
hard, but humiliating also. This gave a great blow to the international 
prestige of Germany. This gave rise to the feeling of dissatisfaction 
among the public. She wanted to establish her old prestige. When 
Hitler assured them about the establishment of the old prestige, they 
became his followers in large numbers. They had the faith that 
Hitler was the only person who could lead Germany to the height of 
progress. 

(2) Economic Crisis— Germany had to face an economic 
crisis after the First World War. She suffered heavy losses in life 
and property. Many soldiers became unemployed. Trade and 
commerce were ruined as a result of the cession of her colonies. The 
workmen became unemployed. 1929 A D , there was an- economic 
slump in Europe. It had a great influence on Germany also. Un¬ 
employment and starvation were rampant in the country. About 
6 million people became unemployed by that time. The Republic 
failed to solve the economic crisis. Hitler took advantage of the 
situation. Grant and Temperley have said— 

“77ie framing of an attractive economic programme , the promise to 
destorv unemployment and to find work for all, was therefore , of all 
appeals, the most effective. After the great *slump ’ of 1929, this pro¬ 
gramme was dangled before the eyes of the Germans , some of whom had 
not eaten meat for two years. It was irresistible . The unemployed 
could hardly be worse off than they actualy were , and it was little 
wonder that they believed a brilliant order who promised them a new 
earth . M 

(3) Spread of Communism —Communism was spreading day by 
day in Germany. Being influenced by the Revolution of 1917 in 
Russia, the Communists also tried to bring about a revolution in 
Germany. The Communist ideology was a great danger to the nationa¬ 
lity of Germany. Hitler feared that Germany would become a slave 
of Russia by the spread of Communism over there Hitler exposed the 
destructive results of Communism to the public. He roused the 
national feeling among the public and instigated them against 
Communism and asked them to keep away from it. Consequently, the 
workmen and the masses joined the Nazi Party in laige numbers 
so as to save themselves from the dangers of Communism. It helped 
the Nazi Party to make a rapid progress. 
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(4) Party Strife —There were many political parties in Germany. 
Social Democrats, Nationalists,. Royalists and the Communists were 
the chief parties. At that timer there was a democratic government 
in Germany but the party-strife was going on at its height. lne 
Royalists tried to gain power in their own hands under the leadership 
of Kapp in 1920 A.D. and again under General Ludendorff in 1923 
A.D. but they could, not succeed. The increasing influence of the 
Communist Party was also a great headache for the government. 
So the period from 1919 A.D. to 1933 A.D. is a period of party- 
strife in the history of the German Republic. , This weakened the Re- 

public and the Nazis gained a good opportunity to snatch power. 

% 

(5 ) ‘Hatred towards the Jews— Hitler had a great hatred for 
the Jews because it was his belief that they were the cause of the 
German defeat in the war, as they had cheated and betrayed Germany 
by joining the enemy. The trade and industry of the country were 
in their hands. They also did not render any help to the patriots in 
their attempt to save the country during the war days. He instigated 
the people against the Jews and they began to turn them out of the 
country. The Nazi Party became popular day by day as the people 
had a firm faith that this party could rescue them from the Jews. 

(6) Germany had no Faith in Democracy :—The Germans had 
no faith in democracy as there had been autocracy since the olden 
times. Democracy was against their culture and traditions. Germans 
were brave and disciplined as they used to carry out the orders of 
their rulers with pride. They were unable to follow the parlia¬ 
mentary institutions. So, the Weimer Constitution was introduced 
in unfavourable conditions and thus its success was very difficult. 
The mentality of the Germans helped a lot in the rise of the Nazi 
Party as also the enthronement of Hitler as the dictator. 

(7) Personality of Hitler —Hitler possessed a very influential 

personality He was a first-rate orator. His speeches were very 
effective and had a great logic in them. The audience could not 
remain unaffected. People used to come from far and wide to 
listen to his speeches. They had a blind faith in him and started 
thinking him to be god-like. That is why it has been said_ 

“Of propaganda , he was the master .” 

(8) The Volunteer Corps —German military force had been 
greatly reduced according to the Treaty of Versailles and most of her 
soldiers were rendered surplus and unemployed. Hitler organised the 
Volunteer Corps with the. help of these soldiers. The corps were 
serve the leaders of the party and maintain peace in the party meet¬ 
ings as also to break up the public meetings of other parties 
Hitler crushed the opposition, parties with the help of these Volunteer 
Corps and greatly organised and strengthened his party. 
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6. Method* adopted by ** l *|® r to t0 p ^ r and^tTbecome the 
jopted the following methods to rise to power an 

>ictator of Germany restrictions 

(1) End of the Opposition their Tenders by inflicting 
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Volunteer Corps which were called the Stormy droops Hitler » s Volu- 

aclped greatly in It 

SI— oTS' 0 P T pS«oS pS and” crushing ,h» 

I" P'7""' S-Thu government huh comp.ete 

,tosov "“' 

mentofH , / f and Radio—The Government had 

complete control over' the^educational institutions. The R.h.o, the 
Cimema etc. were also used to spread Nazism. 

Concentration Camps— Such persons as were dissenters 
u into exile or herded into the Concentration Camps. 

Sm Smps t,e.°“ mSed in dileren. purl, of the country and m.ny 
types of atrocities were committed there. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

_ r tisi A /i\ Hitler was born in a poor family in Braunau 
1. Early Life of Hitler. {l) H completed as a result of the death of 

his^parents^;' ^Se-^findand Muntch ; (4) Served as a soldier in the 
rnhe'NaziParty V 0 > Ration of tie army of the Nazi Party and us two 

pattS ' . - . „r Hitler—(1) His efforts with the Royalists to over-throw 

,he ^ Hc was put into the prison ; (3, Wrote 

in 1934 and soon became the Dictator. 
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5. Causes of the Rise—(1) Humiliating J r “ ty 9t 0 ^ f ^ e ^i‘Hatred 2) tIward3 0 t’he 
mie crisis; (3) Spread of Communism; (4)»Party smfe W Ha onality c f 

Jews; (6) Germany had no faith in Democracy , (7) imp 

Hitler ; (8) Volunteer Corps. _• 

6 . Methods adopted to rise to Powcr--(l) End of the^?PR OS ^ n trol over 
(2) Stormy Troops ; (3) Gestapo ; (4) Control over the Picss , (5) ec 

Education and Radio ; (6) Concentration Camps. 


of Hitler. 
War? 


H ome and Foreign Policy of Hitler 

Q. 3. Give an account of the Home and Foreign Pol'Cy 
How lar I. r..p.~ibl. 

Or 


What do ydu kuow about Hitler’s Foreign Policy ? How far 
was it responsible for the Second World War ? (P- U 1964) 


Ans. 1 Hitler’s Home Policy—Germany was defeated in the 
First World War and ha l to sign a humiliating treaty. She had a so 
to face the economic crisis. The internal position of the country 
was also weak due to the political strife. The main objectives ot 
Hitler’s home policy were, therefore, to strengthen the internal posi¬ 
tion, to establish national unity, to heighten the national prestige 
and’to improve the economic condition of the country. 

(I) National Unity —In the elections of 1932 A. D., the Nazi 
Party gained majority in the Reichstag. Hitler became the Chancellor 
in 1933 A. D. and also got the powers of the President in 1934 A. D. 
He established his position as the dictator of Germany and became 
the ‘Fuhrer* and usurped all the powers. Hitler was a great suppor¬ 
ter of the national unity. He established the Third Reich by ending 
the Republic. He abolished the separate provincial governments so 
as to set up a powerful central government. The basis of his ad¬ 
ministration was one party, one leader add well disciplined adminis¬ 
tration. Democracy was abolished. The Reichstag was still there 
existing only in name. Its function was only to give legal sanction to 
the proposalf of Hitler. He adopted the old flag of Germany in place 
of the Republican Flag and got imprinted on it Swastika (1^). In 


this way, he brought about the national unity by establishing the auto¬ 
cratic rule ot the Nazi Party. He used to say— 

"The National Socialist Party is the state 99 ( Hitler ) 


(2) Suppression of the Opposition —Hitler suppressed the oppo¬ 
sition with a firm hand so as to establish the sole government of the 
Nazis. Many restrictions were imposed on the opposition parties 
and they were prohibited from spreading their ideology. Strict 
restrictions were imposed upon the press, news papers and speech so 
that the government could not be criticised. The leaders of the oppo¬ 
sition parties were thrown into prison and others were punished in 
many other ways. 
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Hitler also suppressed those members of his own party who did 
not see an eye to eye with him. Rohem thatched a plot against Hitler 
to take the power in his own hands. Hitler shot him dead along with 

his companions. 

Ho was deadly against the Jews and greatly hated them. He 
thought them to be traitors, deceivers and the chief cause of the 
German defeat in the war. He imposed strict laws upon them. They 
were deprived of their civil rights. They were also not allowed to do 
any business, to work in the schools, to enter the government service 
and to do any trade etc. The Jews, in great numbers, left for other 
countries due to his hard and stern policy. 

The Catholics were also treated badly when they opposed 
Hitler’s government and Nazism. He banned the Catholic Party 
and many clergymen were imprisoned. 

(3) Economic Reforms —The economic condition of Germany 
became very grave after the First' World War. Due to the economic 
slump of 1929, starvation and unemployment were rampant in the 
country. Arrangements were made to provide work and employment 
by setting up factories and starting several reconstruction works. 
Many acts were passed to improve the condition of the l abourers. 
Different unions were formed to increase the co-operation between 
the capitalists and the workmen. Their mutual problems were solved 
by their unions. But the workmen were not given the right of strikes. 
So efforts were made to have control both over the capitalists and the 
workmen. 

Different types of industries weic encouraged and a large numbe 
of factories were set up. Restrictions' were imposed on imports. 
There was a shortage of Raw materials and so arrangements were 
made to produce artificial rubber and wool etc. This resulted in an 
increase in the trade. In this way, the country was made prosperous 
by Hitler’s wise economic policy, removal of unemployment and en¬ 
couragement of trade. 

• * 

(4) Education —Hitler wanted to set up such an educational 
system in Germany which could produce citizens who would be 
staunch supporters of Nazism as also endowed with ideals suitable to 
the government. The education began to be imparted according to 
the principles of Nazism. The chief task of the schools came to be the 

education of the Youth for the country’s service.in the spirit of 

national socialism. 

(5) Military Power —The military power of Germany had been 
reduced by the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler wanted to make Germany 
a powerful country in the world. So special attention was paid to the 
enhancement of the military power of Germany. He increased the 
number of soldiers, neglecting the Treaty of Versailles. The war- 
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materias was produced in large quantity and the ships and aeroplanes 
were produced at a quick speed. The fortification of Rhineland was 
made and the navy and air forces were strengthened. The Allies started 
inspecting his country and opposed him but Hitler did not pay any 
heed*f0 them. He used to say— "We want guns and not butter 

(6) Religious Policy —In 1933 A. D., Hitler signed a pact with 
the Roman Catholics and it was decided that the government would 
not interfere in their religious affairs and the clergymen would 
not take any part in the politics. A joint church for the Protestants 
was established and the clergymen were designated as the Reich 
Bishops. 

Gradually, Hitler tried to have complete control over the 
Church. His Nazism could have no parity with religion so the Pro¬ 
testants and the Catholics opposed his policy. Jt gave rise to a conflict 
between the Church and the State. Hitler adopted the policy of sup¬ 
pression against both these religious groups. Many clergymen were 
imprisoned and others were transported to the Central Camp. Hitler’s 
religious policy did not prove a success and he was unable to sup¬ 
press the movement of the clergymen. It has been remarked— 

“Christianity was rundown as the religion of the weak, the old 
German gods were held for information .* ’ 

By his internal policy. Hitler established his authority by crush¬ 
ing His opponents. He improved the economic condition of the 
country by removing unemployment and encouraging different indus¬ 
tries. The N&zism spread rapidly and the people became its followers. 
By the : policy of armament, he increased his country’s military power 
but he lost the sympathy of ihe Allies and they hated, suspected and 
feared him. It is said that the seeds of the fall and total destruction 
of Germany were sown in the authoritarian and totalitarian rule of 
Hitler. 


2. Foreign Policy of Hitler—Germany had to sign the severe 
and humiliating Treaty of Versailles. The main objective of Hitler’s 
foreign policy was to end the Treaty of Versailles and the arrange¬ 
ments made by it. He wanted to make Germany a great power of 
Europe by increasing her military power as also by establishing her 
old prestige. He wanted to get back all his colonies from the Allies 
which Germany had to cede according to the Treaty of Versailles. 
He thought it his prime duty to make Germany a great power of the 
world. Derry and Jarman are of the view— 


' He had a divine mission to make the Germans the dominant power 
in the world. He was , as he claimed , the representative of the German 
people. In his mission, he had complete confidence." 


In the beginning, under the garb of peace, he tried to befodl 
these nations and made .preparations for future confrontation with 
them. It has been rightly said— 
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"Hitler's immediate foreign policy after getting into power in 
Germany was to throw dust in the eyes of the leaders of foreign nations 
by talking of peace and to cover up his ultimate object until Germany 
was rearmed." 

(1) Violation of the Treaty of Versailles —The Disarmament 
Conference was held in Geneva before Hitler’s coming into power. 
The German representatives demanded the imposition of the same 
conditions over all the nations as regards disarmament. But, when 
they did not find any success in this respect then Hitler called back 
the German representatives. He then left the membership of the 
League of Nations. He also made a declaration that he was not 
ready to accept the conditions of the Treaty of Versailles and the re¬ 
parations forced by it. So he started working of his own accord. 
He started increasing his military power and the fortification of his 
territorial limits. 

(2) Restoration of the Valley of Saar According to the Treaty 
of Versailles, the control of the Valley of Saar was handed over to 
France under the Mandate System and the referendum was to take 
place after 15 years to decide its fate. The referendum took place in 
1934 and the Valley was annexed into Germany. This increased 
Hitler’s desires and now he paid much attention to the expansion 
of the German empire. In 1936, he captured the Rhineland and 
started its fortification. 

(3) Treaty with Poland —Hitler entered into a non-aggressive 
treaty with Poland for a periok of 10 years in 1934 A. D. Both the 
countries would not violate the territorial jurisdictions of each other. 
Thus, making arrangements for the safety of his eastern frontiers. 
Hitler could now pay his attention to the southern and western sides. 
Besides, he wanted to get back those territories which he had to cede 
by the Treaty of Versailles. He wanted to establish a great German 
Empire. 

(4) Early Efforts to annex Austria — Being impelled by the desire 
for the expansion of the empire in 1934 A. D , Hitler tried to annex 
Austria into his empire. To achieve this objective, first of all, he 
organised the Nazi Party in Austria. This party revolted against 
the Austrian Government in 1934 A. D. but its eiforts failed as Hitler 
could not send aid in time and on the other hand the Italian 
Dictator Mussolini made a declaration to give military aid to Austria 
against Germany. He was not ready to bear Hitler’s control over 
Austria at any cost. 

(5) Various Pacts against Germany in Europe —Hitler's efforts 
to annex Austria in 1934 A D. failed. But all the countries of Europe 
were simply alarmed to see his imperialist designs. First of all, Italy 
and Czechoslovakia entered into a military pact against Germany. 
After that, France also joined that pact. These countries decided to face 
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Germany jointly in case Germany attacked A? 8 *™ h « 
was in danger. This groupism proved harmful for the world peace 
and this was the chief cause of the Second World War Accordingly, 
France assured Italy taht if she tried to capture Abyssinia then France 
would not interfere. This action was against the rules of the League 
of Nations and was more or less like fanning the war. 


When Hitler declared not to agree to all the conditions of the 
Treaty of Versailles then France, Italy and England formed a group 
against Germany and decided to adhere to the arrangements decided 
upon by the Treaty of Versailles. 

France also became alarmed for the safety of her frontiers as 
Hitler declared not to abide by the conditions of the Treaty of 
Versailles, and especially when he captured the Saar Valley and tried 
to capture Austria. So France signed a pact with Russia. Tt was 
decided that if any country attacks either ot the two then the other 
would come for the help of the other. After that, Czechoslovakia also 
signed a pact with Russia. In this way, another group was formed 
by Russia, France and Czechoslovakia. 


(6) Treaty between Germany and England —Germany and 
England both were against the above mentioned Blocs. Under 
these circumstances, it was but natural for them to come nearer to 
each other. So both of them also signed a treaty. According to it, 
England granted a permission to Geimany to increase her military 
power but she could not increase her military power more than that 
of England. 


(7) The Rome- Berlin-Tokyo Axis —The various groups formpd 
by different countries against Hitler could not succeed as their mutual 
interests clashed. On the other hand. Hitler also started the forma¬ 
tion of groups in order to strengthen his position. When Italy attack¬ 
ed Abyssinia then England and France opposed her. Hitlar wanted 
to take advantage of this state of affairs So he showed his sympathy 
towards Italy and also made an announcement to give her military 
aid. Consequently, both the countries signed a treaty in 1936 A D. 
which is known as the 'Rome-Berlin Axis. 9 


Rivalry started between Russia and Germany when Russia tried 
to spread Communism in Europe and Hitler opposed it greatly. 
Besides, Russ ; ?: was a great hurdle in the expansion of Germany on the 
Eastern side. On the other hand, Russia and Japan also had a great 
rivalry with each other. Japan was a fc:e of Communism and she also 
wanted to capture Manchuria which Russia did rot like. Under these 
circumstances, Germany had a pact with Japan in 1936 A.D. which 
is known as ‘Anti-Communist Pact’. Italy also joined this pact in 1937 
A D and so Europe was divided into two hostile groups by 1937 
A.D. In one group there were Germany, Italy and Japan etc. 
KefteHwr has rightly said — 
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''But as the pace of Nazi advance accelerated and the Nazi 
appetite grew more exorbitant , resistance mounted and resolution 
strengthened .” 

(8) Annexation of Austria —Hitler’s efforts had failed to capture 
Austria in 1934 A.D. But the pact between Germany and Italy streng¬ 
thened Hitler’s position and the spread of the Nazi Party in Austria 
was increased. So Hitler attacked Austria on March 13, 1938 A.D. 
and annexed her in his empire. Both the League of Nations and the 
great nations of Europe failed to save the freedom of Austria. Hitler 
declared with great pride about his victory — 

“All Germany is living through this hour of victory , seventy four 
million in one Reich . No threats , no hardships , no force can make us 
break our oath to be united for ever, 9 ' 

(9) Annexation of Czechoslovakia and the Munich Pads :— 
Sudetenland was the part of Bohemia before the First World War 
but it was given to Czechoslovakia according to the Treaty of 
Versailles The German population of this place was not happy 
with the Checks. Hitler wanted to annex this port into Germany 
on finding the ill-treatment given to the Germans there. By and by 
the effect of Nazism increased there. Hitler started instigating the 
Germans against the government. So Germans started the demand 
of autonomy and right of self-determination. Hitler did not only 
support the people there but also promised them to give military aid. 
So the people there started a revolt against the government. The 
government followed the policy of repression. 

There was the possibility of a war, but the efforts of the British 
Prime Minister Chamberlain averted it and the Munich Pact was 
signed by the two bides on September 21 , 1938 A.D. Its conditions 
were as follows :— 

(/) German claim over Sudetenland was accepted. Hitler gave 
up the demand for o;her territories. 

00 There was a danger to the safety of Czechoslovakia after 
the annexation of Sudetenland by Hitler. So England, France, Italy 
and Germany jointly took the responsibility of the security of 

Czechoslovakia, 

(wi) Hitler and Chamberlain decided to solve all the disputes 
peacefully. 

But the Munich Pact could not solve the problem. The foreign 
Minister of Germany declared that Chamberlain had signed his 
death warrant whose date they would themselves put. Churchill also 
declared that it was like the challenge of war. How rightly Schumao 
has said— 

“The Munich Pact was the culmination of appeasement and warrant 
of deaih for the Western democracies. It yyas symbol of the collapse of 

the system of collective scarify*” 
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Hitler did not abide by the conditions of the Munich Pact. 
This pact could not quench his thirst for the expansion of his empire. 
He tore the Munich Pact to pieces when he captured the whole of 
Czechoslovakia. This event created an upheaval in the international 

sphere. 

It has been rightly remarked—"/* her treatment of Czechoslovakia, 
Germany's ambition was made clear to the world; it was to conquer 
central and eastern Europe.' 9 

Later on, Chamberlain himself accepted his mistake. This 
pact was a great victory for Hitler and defeat for England and France 
and proved a major factor in the outbreak of the Second World War. 
Derry and Jarman have said— 

“England and France suffered a major defeat . Hiller was 
triumphant .” 

(10) Annexation of Memal —After capturing Czechoslovakia, 
Hitler captured Memal, the port of Lithunia and its adjoining areas. 
The Allies kept on looking at it silently. 

(11) Russo Germany Treaty— Russia’s conniving at signing a 
pact with England, France and Poland made Hitler use his diplomacy 
and he brought Russia round to sign a treaty with Germany. On the 
one hand Russia did not have faith in the Allies and on the other 
hand she wanted to increase her influence in the Baliic Sea and the 
Black Sea. In August, 1939 both the countries signed a treaty in 
which both of them promised not to attack each other. Hazen has 
said about this treaty — 

“This agreement is not an indication of Russia's cunningness but 
is a practical step taken by i: to ensure its defence." 


(12) Attack on Poland —Hitler increased his naval force but 
he had no passage to reach the Baltic Sea. So he demanded the port 
of Danzing from Poland. But Poland refused to accede to his 
demand on the support of both England and France. As a result, 
H.tler attacked Poland on September 1, 1939 A.D, and with that 
the Second World War started. 


Hit! er ’9 Responsibility for the Second World War —It is 

clear from the above mentioned description that Hitler and his 
foreign policy was mainly responsible for the Second World War. 
Hitler regarded the German culture the best of all and he was in- ^ 
favour of making Germany the most powerful country in the world. 

He was an ambitious man and wanted to heighten and re-establish the 
German prestige by expanding her empire. 

After taking power in his own hands, he started violating the 
Treaty of Versailles. He also did not allow the Disarmament Con¬ 
ference at Geneva to be a success. By withdrawing from the League 
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of Nations, he declared his intentions not to abide by the Treaty of 
Versailles and started increasing his military power. He made the 
military training and military service compulsory in his country. 
After capturing the Valley of Saar, his ambitions increased and the 
Allies started looking at him with doubt. His earlier efforts to 
capture Austria increased fear in the minds of the Allies. 

Hitler encouraged groupism in Europe by his policy. His 
efforts to capture Czechoslovakia made Italy, Czechoslovakia and 
France sign a pact. Then there was a pact between England, France, 
and Italy. Russia, France and Czechoslovakia also signed a separate 
pact against Germany. Under these circumstances. Hitler tried to 
make his own friends. He separated Italy from the Allies by 
taking the side of Italy in the problem of Abyssinia and signed a treaty 
with her which is called the Rome-Berlin Axis After that, he made 
Japan sign a pact with Germany, and thus World was divided into 
two rival camps. Thus, Germany, Italy and Japan formed one group 
and in the other group were England. France and Russia. This divi¬ 
sion of the Europe resulted in the Second World War. 

Hitler also wanted to expand the German empire. He captur¬ 
ed Austria in March, 1938 and the Allies kept on looking as 
mere spectators. After that, he captured Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia 
and afferwards he annexed the whole of Czechoslovakia. Further 
on, he captured Lithunia's port of Menial. Hitler’s policy of empire¬ 
building created an upheaval in Europe and seared the Allies when 
on September 1, 1938 A.D. he took control of the port of Danzing. 
This very fact of attacking Poland led to the Second World War. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. Hitler’s Internal Policy —To make the internal state of the country 
sound ; (1) National unity; (2) Suppression of Opposition ; (3) Various economic 
reforms ; (4) Spread of education ; (5) Increasing the military power ;(6) Reli¬ 
gious policy. 

2. Foreign Policy of Hitler :—The main objectives of his foreign policy 
were to end the Treaty of Versailles, to increase the military power, to make 
Germany a world power, expansion of the German empire and to re-establish 
the old prestige of Germany. (1) Breach of the Treaty of Versailles ; (2) To 
regain the Valley of Saar ; (3) Treaty with Poland in 1933 A.D. ; (4) Earlier 
attempts to capture Czechoslovakia ; (5) Groupism against Germany in 
Europe ; (6) Pact between Germany and England ; (7) Rome-Berlin Axis of 
1937 A.D. ; (8) Annexation of Austria in March 1938 ; (9) Annexation of 
Czechoslovakia and the Munich Pacts; (10) Annexation of Memal ; (11) 
Attack on Plaond which resulted in the Second World War. 

Hitler was mainly responsible for the Second World War. 

University and other Important Questions 

1. Examine the main factors responsible for the rise of 

dictatorship in Germany. (D U, 1964, 70) 

2. Trace the rise of Hitler to power and describe how he 

brought about the Second World War. IP.U. 1964) 
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5. 
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8 . 


9. 


10 . 


11 . 


12 . 


What were the factors that led to the rise of Hitler in 

Germany ? U - 1964 « 69 > 

Account for the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany. ^ ^ 

Explain the causes of the downfall of Weimer Republic 
of Post-War Germany. (A.U. 1960,69) 

Explain fully the rise of the Nazi Movement in Germany. 

(A.U. 1961, 65, 67) 

Mention the circumstances that led to the growth of 
Nazism in Germany. What were its results ? ^ 

Describe the foreign policy of Hitler and its results. 

(A.U. 1965, 69) 

Write short notes on— 

(a) The Weimer Republic 
(c) Locarno Pacts 
(«) The Munich Pact 

Examine the factors responsible for the rise of dictatorship in 
some countries of Europe after the First World War. 

(Delhi B A. 1971) 

Examine the main factors responsible for the rise of dictator¬ 
ship in Germany. 

(Delhi B A. 1970) 

State the main events which marked the beginning of totali¬ 
tarian aggression in Europe before the second World War. 

(Pb. M A. 1973) 


(b) The Dawes Plan 
(d) The Young Plan 



* 
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THE SECOND WORLD WAR, 1939-45 A.D. 



On seeing the grave consequences of the First World War it 
was felt and surmished by all and sundry that such a destructive war 
could not be waged again and if there was any. it would mean the 
end of civilisation. In the words o 1 Grant and Temperley- 

There could never be another war on the same scale , and that if 
one were to come, it would be the end of our civilization" 

The League of Nations was founded for the establishment of 
peace and to prevent future wars but the League failed to achieve its 
objectives. The Paris Conference only proved an armistice for 
20 years. Germany was treated very harshly and was humiliated by 
the Treaty of Versailles. Therefore, as soon as he come to power. 
Hitler refused to accept such a treaty. He started the expansion of 
^ his empire and increased his military power by following the policy of 
armament. Europe was divided into two rival camps as a result of his 
aggresive policy. The cold war began which terminated in the Second 
World War in 1939 A.D. 

Causes of the Second World War 

1* Describe briefly the main causes of the Second 
World War. (V. Important) 

Or 

HoW'faT'is it true that the real cause of the World War II 
was the injustice done at the Treaty of Versailles ? 

. *»•; Causes of the Second World War —With the end of 

Uie First World War in 1918 A.D , the world heaved a sigh of rel’ef 

*5 u Was not ^ nown » that after 20 years, there was to be another war 
which would be more disastrous and which would make us forget 

a n one * The Second World War was fought from 1939 to 1945 
A.D. Following were its chief causes : — 

, ?• Unjust Treaty of Versailles —The Treaty of Versailles, 

by which the First World War ended, was completely based Oh 
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injustice. The defeated nations, especially Germany, were very much 
humiliated. Germany had to cede many of her territories, and all 
her colonies were forcibly taken away from her. Germany was 
divided into two parts for the benefit of Poland. She was laiden with 
so much economic repayment which she could never pay. Her 
military force was much reduced. The treatment meted out to her 
was based upon the spirit of revenge and not justice. Tfie Treaty of 
Versailles was a black spot for the Germans which they wanted to 
wash. This could never be done without armament and so the war 
was inevitable. Preparing the German people for the war. Hitler 
said to them— 

“// is a vast programme of national expansion . There will 
never agdtn be a man with such authority or who has the confidence of 
(Sermon people as I have . There is no time to lose—war must come in 
my time’ 9 , 

2. Improper Behaviour of France —After the First World 
War, Germany and her allies were treated harshly beeause. of the 
spirit of revenge prevailing all around. France should have become 
silent after doing so much, so that every possible help could be given 
for the establishment of peace in the world, but there was hardly any 
change in the French behaviour. Germany suffered a great blow by 
ceding the valley of Saar. France was not satisfied with this and she 
captured the industrial zone of ‘Ruhr’ in 19-3 AD. This lone inci¬ 
dent turned the German democratic rule into military dictatorship. 

3. Establishment of the Nazi Party in Germany—The 

democratic government could not succeed in Germany as a result of 
the French obstinacy. Consequently, the people having faith in power 
gained the chance to rise again. So the Nazi Party expanded under 
the leadership of Hitler. By and by, this party progressed. By 
1934 A.D , Hitler took complete power into his own hands and be¬ 
came the Dictator of Germany. He rejected the Treaty of Versailles 
and increased his military power. He fortified Rhineland and 
annexed Austria, Sudetenland and Czechoslovakia etc. into her 
empire. He wajited to re-establish the old prestige of Germany and 
to make her a world power. For this purpose, the N3zi Party left 
the path of peace and followed the path of warfare. So under 
these circumstances, the war was unavoidable. 

f Dissatisfaction of Italy with the Treaty of Versailles — 

Italy joined the Allies in the First World War with many 
hopes. The territories which she gained as a result of the 
treaty were a source of great disappointment to her. So a military 
rule was also established there under the leadership of Mussolini. 
Mussolini introduced many reforms and brought a new life to Italy 
by giving military training to the youlh of Italy. He wanted to 
achieve the prestige of the old Roman Empire. Italy also adopted 
ai J aggressive policy like Germany and captured Abyssinia and 
Albania. Hw aggressive policy made all the efforts, on tfie part of 
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the League of Nations for the maintenance of peace, quite useless and 
created an atmosphere of hostility in the world. 

5. Japanese Policy of Expansion —Another cause .of the war 
was the Japanese expansionist policy. Though Japan and China both 
joined the Allies in the First, World War yet Japan gained more facili¬ 
ties than China. But, even then, Japan started the expansion of her 
power with great speed. Consequently, she made attacks on China 
openly in 1937 A.D. and occupied many of her towns. This 
Japanese policy of expansion drew the Second War much nearer. 

6. America’* Aloofness from European Politics —After 
the end of the First, World War, America kept' aloof from the 
European politics. At first England could not prevent France fr m 
ill-treating Germany due to the aloofness of America. So France 
was able to avenge herself on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, 
but Germany could never forget this humiliation. In order to take 
revenge upon France, she plunged the whole of the world once again 
into darkness. Again, by American co-operation, the military rules of 
Germany and Italy could not have been so much violent, and could 
in no case, have had ignored the League of Nations so easily. 

7. Problem of Minorities— After the First World War 
adjustments were made in the territorial limits of different nations. 
Mapy territories were annexed with such countries which had different 
culture and civilization. Austria, Poland and Czechoslovakia etc. 
were such states. The minorities of these states were dissatified 
because they did not have all the facilities for their full development. 
Then the German subjects of these states revolted and Hitler 
annexed these states by attacking * them on the pretext of lending aid 
to Germans. This policy of Hitler also proved a great cause of the 

war. . _ 

8. Imperialistic Interests— England and France had hold 
over a great part of the colonies of the European countries in different 
parts of the world. All the colonies were taken away from 
Germany after the World War. She had no facilities for the raw 
material and the markets. Italy also did not have any important 
gain from the war. Like Germany, she was also in search of estab¬ 
lishing her colonies. Japan also required colonies irfor her increasing 
population and the industrial development. England and France did 
not like that Germany or her allies should establish their own colonies. 
So the conflict of the imperialistic designs of different nations was 
nothing but natural. 

The slump of 1929-30 made the situation all the more compli¬ 
cated in Europe. Each state adopted the policy of protection of her 
industries. The developed countries had such great store ol pro- 
duced goods that it was not possible for them to consume all of 
them in their own territories. Those countries were put to more in¬ 
convenience who had neither the raw material nor the colonies. Thus 
Germany, Italy and Japan etc. indulged in fu’filling their imperialistic 

designs. 
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Italy captured Abyssinia and Albania and Japan captured 
Manchuria. Germany also followed suit and captured many territories. 
Who could then avert the Second World War ? 

9. Rise of New Ideologies —After the First World War, the 
democracies were set up in most of the European countries. But the 
rise of Russian Communism, Italian Fascism and the Nazism of 
Germany created an upheaval in Europe. So the rival ideologies of 
democracy and dictatorship encouraged groupism in Europe and 
brought the war nearer. 

10. Weakness of the League of Nations —The League of 
Nations was established for the maintenance of peace in the world 
and to prevent wars. But it proved quite weak and failed to achieve 
her objectives. She did not have any military power to implement 
her decisions and to punish the defaulters. Again, there was lack of 
co-operation among the member-nations and they wanted to use the 
League for grinding their own axes. When Italy annexed Abyssinia, 
Japan Manchuria, and Germany Austria and Czechoslovakia, 
the League of Nations could not take any action against them. So 
the member-nations lost their faith in the League and they started 
preparing war material in great quantity. Hitler used to say— 

“The reconquest of lost territories cannot be achieved by solemn 
appeal to Almighty God or pious hope in the League of Nations but by 
the armed forces' 9 

.11. Problem of Disarmament : —By the Treaty of Versailles, 
the military power of the defeated nations was reduced and they were 
prohibited from producing great quantity of war material. But it 
encouraged armament in place of disarmament. The big nations were 
asking the smaller nations for disarmament but themselves were not 
ready to follow suit. Consquently, Germany and other nations 
started preparations for war and the production of war material. 
France established her ‘Majinot Line* while Germany set up her 
'Fried Line’. According to Hitler— x 

“ Re-armament was the only road to power and national achieve - 
ment 99 

12. Lack of Foresight in the Policy of England —After the 
World War, the policy adopted by England was greatly criticised. 

It is said that there was lack of foresight and determination in it. 
In 1936 A. D. when Germany annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia, 
England should have stopped her from doing so. Also, England 
should have risen to the occasion and prevented Japan from annexing 
Manchuria, and Italy from annexing Abyssinia. Later on, it became 
difficult to prevent these aggresive powers and to save the World War. 
Beans has rightly said— 

"The statesmen of the major world powers ignored and evaded their 
responsibility and resorted to the policy of ' appeasement \ But appease- 
tnent did not satisfy the aggressors and tension between the powers in- 
creased steadily until it resulted in the Second World War. 99 
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13. Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis— After gaining power into hi* 
own hands. Hitler rejected the Treaty of Versailles, started increasing 
her military force and started the fortification of the Rhineland. 
Being influenced by the desire of the expansion of German Empire, 
he tried to annex Austria. This great desire of his made the whole 
of Europe look upon him with doubt. The European Nations formed 
many alliances for their safety. First of all, Italy, France and Czecho¬ 
slovakia formed a Bloc in 1934 A.D. In 1935 A.D , France. England 
and Italy signed a pact to check the increasing power of Germany and 
to implement the decisions of the Paris Peace Conference. A^ ter that 
France signed a non-aggression pact with Russia. Czecholovakia 
also signed such a pact with Russia. So a group was formed among 
the three nations. Under these circumstances Germany started a 
frantic search for her allies. She took Italy’s side on the question of 
Abyssinia and signed a pact with her which is known as the ‘Rome- 
Berlin-Axis*. After that Hitler also signed a pact with Japan. Thus 
was formed the Rome-Berlin Tokyo Axis Hitler said about it — 

“This axis is a great world political triangle which consists not of 
their powerless images but of their states which are prepared cuul deter¬ 
mined to protect decisively their right and vital interests.** 

• Later on, Russia, also signed a pact with Germany, and England 
joined hands with France. So Europe was divided into two rival 
camps in 1939 A. D. and only required a pretex to set the wholo 
ammunition ablaze. 

14. Immediate Cause— The immediate cause of the Second 
World War was the German attack . on Poland. By the Treaty of 
Versailles, Germany was divided into two parts in order to provide a 
land route to Poland upto the sea and so, the Port of Danzing was 
handed over to Poland. But after some time Germany demanded 
it back from Poland and without waiting for the reply, she attacked 
Poland on September 1, 1939. When England asked Germany to 
vacate Poland, Germany flatly refused. Thus, on September 3, 1939 
England declared war on Germany. It was, then, the beginning of 
the Second World War. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER* 

Causes of the Second World War—(1) Unjust Treaty of Versailles; (2) 
Improper behaviour of France (3) Establishment of the Nazi Party in Germany 
(4) Dissatisfaction of Italy witn the Treaty of Versailles ; (5) Japanese policy of 
Expansion ; (6) American aloofness from European politics ; (7) Problem of 
minorities ; (8) Imperialistic Interests ; (9) Rise of New Ideologies ; (10) Weak¬ 
ness of the League nf Nations; (11) Problem of Disarmament (12) Lack of 
Foresight on the part of England (13) Berlin-Rome-Tokvo Axis (14) Immediate 
Cause—German attack on Poland on September 1, 1939. 

, Inevitability of the War 

Q. 2. Wat the Second World War really inevitable ? 

Or 

Was the Second World War a conflict of ideologies or a 
mere phase in the inevitable international conflict resulting from 
pursuits of the imperial interests ? Give reasons for your answer. 

(Agra B. A. 1953) 
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Ann The Second World War of 1939-1945 A. D. was almost 
inevitable. It was very difficult to prevent it for a long time. Follow¬ 
ing were its causes :— " „ , , 

(1) There is no doubt that there was a lot of difference mine 
political ideologies of the Allies such as England, France, America, 
rtc. on the one hand and the Central Powers like Germany, Italy, etc. 
on the other hand. England, France, America, etc. were in favour 
of the democratic set up. There the real power was in the hands of the 
elected representatives. In these countries, the powerwasvestedin 
the hands of the people and the government was run by the elected 
representatives of the people. So the state paid full attention to the 
interests of the people and did not become autocratic. On the 
contrary, there were autocratic military dictatorships in Germany and 
Italv. The dictators had all powers vested in them. They were 
aH in all and ruled according to their whims. They took the state 
superior to the individuals and sacrificed ihe interests of the general 
public for the sake of the state. People could not criticise the dictator 
or his policies and carried out his orders as it was their prime duty. 
The dictators ruled with full military power. 

The hatred, enmity and bitterness were the result of the different 
ideologies of both these sides who doubted and hated each other. 
This gave rise to the possibility of a conflict. However, it is not correct 
that the differences in the political ideologies was the chief cause of 

the war. 


(2) The real cause of the Second World War was the imperial¬ 
istic designs of the different nations. This war was the inevitable 
result of international conflict which was the direct consequence 
of the imperialistic designs. The imperialist countries like England, 
France and America etc. had carved out colonies in other countries 
of the world for their industrial and commercial interests. They used 
to get the raw material cheaper from there and that too in sufficient 
quantity and those were also used as their markets. Germany had 
also established her colonies before the First World War but she had 
to cede all of them after the War. Italy was also not satisfied with 
the Treaty of Versailles as her hopes were not fulfilled. After the 
First World War, Germany. Italy and Japan tried to establish their 
colonies for the development of their industries. But England, France 
and America started opposing them as they could not bear that these 
countries should set up their colonies in Asia and Africa and might 
create a danger for their economic prosperity. On the other hand, 
these countries were bent upon the extension of their empires. Under 
these circumstances, the war became inevitable. 


Italy annexed Abyssinia and Albania for the expansion of her 
empire, Japan captured Manchuria and many parts of China. 
Hitler also wanted to expand the German empire to re establish lier 
old prestige. He was greatly ambitious. He rejected the Treaty of 
Versailles to fulfil his imperialistic designs and annexed Austria, 
Sudetenland and Czechoslovakia. His success roused his imperialis- 
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tic designs all the more. As he wanted to reach upto the sea-coast, 
he demanded the port of Danzing from Poland in 1939 A. D. Bat 
Poland turned down hts demand. Hitler signed a non-aggression 
pact with Russia in August, 1939 and being satisfied with the security 
of his eastern border, he attacked Poland on 1st Sept, 1939 A. D. To 
check the imperialists designs of Hitler, England and France declared 
war on Germany on 3rd Sept., 1939. So the imperialistic designs of 
different nations threw the world into the clutches of war. 

(3) The First World War and the Treaty of Versailles created such 
circumstances which made the Second World War quite inevitable . The 
Treaty of Versailles was very harsh and humiliating. This treaty 
was thrust upon the defeated nations. The Central Powers, especially 
Germany, had to cede many of their territories. They were compelled 
to pay a very heavy war-indemnity. Their military power was 
greatly reduced. On gaining power. Hitler rejected the Treaty of 
Versailles and refused to pay the war-indemnity. He made the 
fortification of the Rhineland and started increasing his military 
power. His policy of re-armament made the European powers join 
him in this race. Under these circumstances, how could the war bo 
averted. 

(4) Like in the First World War, Europe was divided into two hostile 
camps at the time of the Second World War. France had; to sign 
pacts with many countries in order to meet the imperialistic designs of 
Hitler. Hitler at first signed a pact with Italy in 1930'A.D. to streng¬ 
then his position. After that he signed another treaty with Japan. 
So the three countries formed a Bloc which is known as ‘Berlin-Rome- 
Tokyo Axis* in history. Consequently, England and France formed 
another Bloc against the first. Under such a division of the world, 
the war naturally seemed inevitable. 

(5) After the First World War the League of Nations was esta¬ 
blished to maintain world peace, to prevent wars in the future and to 
settle the mutual disputes. The League could gain success only in the 
beginning when it was to decide the disputes of the smaller nations. 
But when the great powers violated her rules and decisions, then it 
could do nothing. When Italy annexed Abyssinia, Japan annexed 
Manchuria and Germany annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia then 
the League could take no actions against them. So other nations 
naturally lost faith in the League of Nations. Besides, the League was 
a weak institution, as it had no military power under it by which she 
could implement her decisions. Under such circumstances how could 
the war be averted ? 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Second World War was Inevitable — (1) Political differences of 
the rival groups was not the sole cause of the War ; (2) The international con¬ 
flict resulting from the imperialistic designs was another cause of the war; 
(3) The expansion of their empires by Japan, Italy and Germany was intoler¬ 
able for other powers (4) The harsh and humiliating Treaty of Versailles 
made the war inevitable (5) Formation of two rival camps in Europe ; ^Weak¬ 
ness of the League of Nations. 
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Main Events of the Second Worm war 

brief account of the main event* of 


5 . 3. Give a brief account or me --— *“ 

5, "1!Tp!;L'. -On Is, Somber, 1939 A.D., Germany a.uefc 

XS were kSawTS' c ‘S 

of Germany but she joined the Allies later on. 

2. Main Events of the Second World War— 

(1) Attack on Polwul— When Polaod refused to give back the 
port of Danzing of Germany, Hitler invaded Poland on 1st Se P‘®™j , ® r ’ 
1939. Poland could not stand against the German forces and its 
capital Warsaw fell in about a fortnight. At that very time,^Russit 
invaded Poland from the East. So Russia and Germany partitioned 

Poland between themselves after winning it. 

(2) Russian Conquest of Fin!and —Russia did not have faith 
in Germany. So she conquered Finland in November, 1939 so as 
to safeguard Leningrad. After that she also conquered Latvia, 

Estonia, Lithaunia etc. 

( 3 ) Conquest of Norway , Denmark , Holland and Belgium— ^Ger¬ 
many annexed Norway and Denmark in April. l g 40. On 10th May. 
1940, Germany attacked Holland. The Dutch faced the enemy very 
boldly but could not stand against the powerful German forces and 
they surrendered on 24th May and thus Holland fell to Germany. 
After that Hitler conquered Belgium after attacking it on 27th May, 
1940 A.D. The English army was able to escape with great difficulty 

through the Port of Dunkirk. 

(4) Defeat of France— Germany invaded France from three sides 
on June 5, 1940. The French Majinot Line also could not save her. 
Hitler occupied Paris on June 10 and the French General Marshal 
Petain surrendered unconditionally on June 22, 1940 A.D. France 
was then partitioned into two : one part was taken by Germany while 
the other one remained under Marshal Petain. 


(5) War with England — The British Prime Minister Chamber- 
lain had to resign as a result of the astonishing victories of Germany. 
He was replaced by Churchill as the Prime Minister of England. In 
his very first address to the nation, Churchill said— 

“We shall fight on the seas and oceans , we shall fight with grow¬ 
ing strength in the air. We shall defend our island whatever the cost 
may be. We shall fight on the beaches . We shall fight on the landing 
grouruls. We shall fight in the fields and in the streets. We shall fight in 
hills , we shall never surrender ” 
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The German aeroplanes started air attacks on England in 
August, 1940. These aeroplanes made heavy bombardment on 



M . 


London and other towns. The German submarines, warships and 

U. boats sunk many British ships. The English held on with great 

courage and they also started bombadment on Germany. In this 

way, Germany could not force England to surrender and the Engligh 

succeeded in the maintenance of their freedom. Churchill remarked 
about their success — 


u Never in the history of mankind , did 
so few** 


so many owe so much to 


_ . (J 5 ) {talian Failure in North Africa— After the fall of France, 
Italy also declared war on the Allies taking the side of Germany on 
June 10, 1940 A.D. Italy wanted to conquer Egypt, the Suez Canal 
a “ d P arts Nort h Africa which were under the English. In 
the beginning, Italy gained some success but soon Lord Wavell 
started defeating her and he captured the Italian colonies in Africa. 
Libya, Somaliland and Ethiopia were also liberated from the Italian 
nile. Under these circumstances, Germany sent her force under 
General Romel to help Italy. In October 1942, the English General 
Montgomery gave a crushirg defeat to the German army at El- 
Alamein. Thus, all hopes of Mussolini were dashed to the ground. It 
has been rightly said in this connection— 


This British victory wtis one of the turning points of the year . 
Mussolini's African gamble failed and the Allied victory in North Africa 
proved to be the prelude to his fall." 

(7) Critical Time for the Allies—In 194!, Hitler conquered 
Greece, Yugoslavia and Crete and took hold of the eastern Medi- 
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urranpm Hitler wanted to put an end to the Eastern 
the English. To achieve this end, he tried his best to capture y 

Iraq and Iran but failed. . . _ ,„ atv with 

(8) Early Victories of Japan —Japan s 'S n ®d a *«^y w» 
Germany and Italy in 1940 So the Berim-Rom^TTokyo^A jhi 

formed and Japan also jumped into the war. J *Pf a .™ a * great 

her Influence over the whole of Asia but Amer^a was s 
hurdle in her way. So she started bomta« ite Anwa ^ 

Pearl Harbour. She also sank two great warsh p ■ pj on g 

and ‘Repulse’ of the English. Soon Japan conquered Shanghai, * 
Kong, Malaya, Singapore, Philippine islands. New Guine , - ’ 

Javaf Borneo. Bali, islands etc. She started ‘he world by ^er am uilg 
successes.- She also captured Rangoon on March 8, 194 
that she started attacking the North-Eastern frontiers of I nd la. 

(91 Germany invaded Russia—Hitler signed a non-aggression 

pact with Russia in August 1939 A.D. But he did not ha ^ any ^ 
on Russia and took her as his enemy and flso wanted to conquer the 
fertile tracts of Ukraine, her mtnes and the oil fields. Relating tM 

treaty of 1939, she atteked Russia from three sides in June, 1941. u 

drivewas made towards Leningrad, another towards Moscow and 
the third towards Stalingrad. Molotoy encouraged the Russian people 
for the war and addressed Ihem in these words 

“/Ac government calls upon you, Citizens of the union , to 
rally more closely around our glorious Bolshevik Party and around 
our Soviet Government, around our great leader and comrade. Stalin. 
Ours is a righteous cause. The enemy shall be defeated , victory will be 

ours” 

The German army conquered Ukraine, and reached near Mos¬ 
cow and started attacking Moscow and Leningrad. The most herce 
battle was fought at Stalingrad which lasted for 6 months. In Sept. 
1942 the German army started withdrawing and by and by they 
vacated Russia. Thus. Hitler’s Russian expendition failed miserably 
and proved a great cause of his defeat. The German army was reduced 
to 12, 000 from its original strength of 3,30,000. 

(10) Fall of Italy —General Montgomery "badly defeated 
Italy. The American foices under General Eisenhower also 
joined the forces of Monlgomery. After a fierce fighting at 
Tunisia, the Italian forces surrendered in May, 1943. After that, the 
Allied forces captnred the Sicily island. Then they attacked Italy 
and started advancing towards Rome. There was a revolt against 
Mussolini in Italy and he was imprisoned. Italy surrendered before 
the Allied forces on September 1943 ,A.D. Rome was conquered in 
1944 A D. and the people of Italy murdered Mussolini the very 

next year i.e., 1945. 

(H) The Allies invade Germany —In 1944 A.D , the Allies 
started air raids on Germany bn June 6, 1944 and the Allied forces 
under General Eisenhower invaded Normandy. In August, 1944, 


thb second world war, 1939—45 a.d. 

253 

they conquered Paris and freed France frnm r* 

After that, the German forces had t? vacate t, l5-S^ nan ° A C< E pMlOQ - 
At the end of 1944 A D , the Allied forces attaSS’X and H ° ,,and ‘ 
through Rhineland. It became difficult for passing 

fronts as the Russian army had also attacked her on two 

Seeing his defeat near or at hand H* c r comm sidc ‘ 
l«. ,b, G tm ,„ forces 

p- ssa pIt au, “ 

and many other islands from Japan. After that thlv ‘ Ppi ? < ? 

malum to Japan that either she should surrender or she should^ 
to face destruction. Japan did not pay heed to that th d r ready 
August 6. 1945 an Atom Bomb was dropped onthe lar,T h fo - re * on 
Hiroshima and after that another Atom Bomb wa^dropped'on C 'm ° f 
saki on August 9, 1945. Being compelled bv sTtuation Naga ‘ 

dered unconditionally on August 14 1945 After Japan^" sur '. en ' 
the Second World War came to a close. A ‘ 1 P lender, 

3. Outstanding Features of the Second W»rM w., T1 . 

Second World War differed in many resp^B fromthe F.W w m 
W ar and it had its own characteristics h F,rst Wor,d 

(1) The Second World War was a total Wnr • 

. mobilised all their resources for the purple of w'ar S 
cUizen and every family was affected by it. ‘ F war * tvery 

* $ Th ? Second World War was more wider in scope than thr 
First War. It was fought almost in each part of the wodd ?r 

fought in forests, cities and deserts. Feirce baffles took place fn Eurow 
Africa, Asia, the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, etc. pe * 

(3) This War dffered in nature from the first one. It was a 
mobile warfare. Hitler astonished the whole world with his Blitz- 
krieg or lightning war. The First War was a trench warfare, in the 
Second War, the airforce played much more dominant role than 
.hat of the land forces and navy. Attacks and counter-attacks charac- 
tensed the new methods employed in it. Tanks, Aeroplanes, Para¬ 
chutes and destructive weapons were used in this war in abundance. 
Atom Bombs were used for the first time. 

(4) The Second World War was not only a war of the different 
nations but it was the war of two rival indologies end polidcalprinc /- 

pies There were German Nazism, Italian Fascism and Japanese 
Sh.nto.sm on one side. All these gave more importance to the 
state in comparison to the individual and the power was vested in 
one person who was an autocrat. Hitler thought (he German 

wanted to spread it 

throughout the world. Mu«solmi used to say-‘‘77ic struggle between 
t wo worlds can permit no compromise . Either we survive or they.' * 

„ 1 9° !? e othc i A hand » thcre were democratic countries like 

Englapd, France and Awcnca, etc. In 1941 A.D., the American P rC5 j? 
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dent Roosevelt laid down th 5 ° bj f^om°Vo^ 'want! freedom of 
Charter* as freedom bom f<»r. not like to crush 

worship and political hheny^ ota ii tar ian ideologies. 

r« 

^ mucTdUturb^'and a pea& towns and villages were totally 
destroyed. poINTS TO REMEMBER ^ many small 

nations' ' on^<>n*e sid^anc? the C&nt^'^Pow'ers— Germany , Ita.y. Japan, etc. on 
,hC "I' S Ma'.n Events:^) 

?n North Africa; (7) Critical times for the AU-e m V ftl) j h o 
of Japan ; (9) Germany 'nvadedRusM^ . U W M ° rrcn( J er in 1945 A. D. ; (12) 
Allies invaded Germany in iy4*r <*>»** »» 

' r Ss; M ° 1 "' w - 

fare ; (4) Conflict between two Ideologies , (5) More destruct 

Results of the Second World War 
Q. 4. Describe briefly the results of the Second World 

War 

' An.. The results of the Second World War were more destnic- 

£ ££££&£ 2? JSS 2? ^HS-SIS 

countries like England. France also became weak. Some of its res 

were as follow :— . 

(1) After her defeat in the war. Gernia/ij- became vent weak. lt 

was divided into two parts. Russia took control * h Lokcontrol 
(67. 200 sq. k.m.) while England, France and America*? rL.^ 
over the western part (1,53,400 sq. km). German capital Berlin was 

also divided into two parts Its eastern halt went ® 

western half was given to America, France and England n^d The 

German people, - both civilian and military, were killed. 

German army was reduced in number and all the war material 
snatched from her. The Allies tried the war criminals and some 
stalwarts of the Nazi Party, and some of them were also execute . 

(2) Japan also became very weak. The emperor was shorn 
of all his powers and prestige. General Mac* Arthur was given 

control over Japan. He abolished the old imperial constitution and 

established the monarchy ' with limited powers. Japan was deprived 
of all her conquests which she had made since 1914. Her military 
power was reduced and all the war-material was taken away from 
her. Many leaders of Japan were tried and executed. By the Treaty 
of 1951 A.D., she gained some freedom but even then she remained 

under American protection. 
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and her army was also reduced much. Ethiopia and Albania which 

she conquered before the war, were freed from the Italian control 

v OD !fcio f *a her K P 0rtS W ? r , e ? ,Ven t0 France and some other ports to 

Yugoslavia while some islands were ceded to Greece. The nort of 
Trieste, which was a bone of contention between Italy and Yugoslavia 
was placed under the international control. 8 ’ 

, A defeated countries like Germany, Japan and Italy etc 

had to suffer a lot due to their defeat but victorious countries like 
England and France had also to suffer considerably and they also be- 

^r f nn h r c w a o k rl d Eng,and did not —««£■ *• -£££• 

biRh u most by this war. Her prestige rose 

areatlv exnanHed l h Ge ™ aDy defeat - The Russian empire was 

ss* M s . h s r „rp^“s 
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(6) The Second World War proved to bj 
Tt J ere «« a it 8 hlve not 3 yet bcen made. Milhonsof sold.ers on 

srs, °L%"s*. ml>.•.» 

truction had never been seen before. 

H) The war gave r/se ro fA<? desire for freedom in the colonies 

rS^Sft f er the 

wfr. P The colonies under France Portugal, and Holland also got 
freedom by and by. 

(M The British Empire was broken up and Britain lost the 
leadership of the world. Now American Russian influences began 
to increase and the world was divided in two Blocs—(i). the demo¬ 
cratic and capitalist bloc under the leadership of America (n) the 

communist bloc under the leadership of and Russia. Amer.ca tried 

to manitain her influence by granting economic aid to different 
countries and Russia tried to influence many countries by sprea¬ 
ding the communist ideology. Russia influenced the Eastern Europe, 
China and South-East Asia while the democratic ideology had its 
influence on the Southern European countries and many Arabian 
and African countries. So, many countries of the world came under 
the American influence. England tried to maintain her influence.by 
forming the Commonwealth of Nations of those countries which 

gained freedom from her. 


(9) There was an uproar on all sides to see such a great des¬ 
truction. Now all the countries of the world realised the importance 
of peace in a better way. Encouraged by the desires of establishing 
pe ice. the United Nations Organisation was established in 1945 A.D. 
All the people of the world realised that if there is any other such war 
then no body would survive in this world. Consequently, every 
country of the world is now ready to give every sort of help to the 
U N O. for the establishment of peace in the world. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 


Results of the Second World War — (1) Effects on Germany ; (2) Effects 
on Japan ; (3) Loss to Italy ; (4) loss of power in England and France; (5) Russia 
became a world power ;'6) A great loss of life and property ; (7 Different 
countries in Asia became free ; (8) World wrs divided into two Blocs— Demo¬ 
cratic Bloc under the leadership of America and the Communist Bloc under 
the leadership of Russia ; (?) Establishment of U. N. O. 
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University and other Important Questions 

1. Briefly discuss the causes of the Second World War. 

(P.U. 1957, 68, 69) 

tt a' o* and Ja P aa fought against Britain France 

United States and Russia in the Second World War. What mater 

^ P ? WerS ( The A *' s Powers) have aS 
some or &11 of their opponents ? P U 1965) 

Narrate the circumstances that led to World War II of 

(A.U. 1962) 

Examine carefully the causes of World War If. 

(A.U. 1964, 66) 

Was the Second World War really inevitable? Explain 

. , (A.U. 1969) 

Discuss the causes and events that led to the Second World 

(Pb. M.A. 1972) 


1939. 


3. 


4. 

5. 

clearly. 

6 . 

War. 


7. Account for the failure of the League of Nations. 

(Pb. M.A. 1973) 

8. How far Chamberlain's policy of appeasement contributed 

,0 ,he war 7 (Pb. M.A. 1973) 

9. Explain clearly the part played by Germany in causine th. 

Second World War. 6 luo 
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Aims and Causes of the Establishment of U. N. O. 

t. Describe briefly the origin* aims and organisation of 
the U. N. O. 

Ans. United Nations Organisation (U. N. O )—The United 
Nations Organisation is a world organisation comprising a large 
number of countries of the world which was established in 1945 to 
bring an end to wars, to establish permanent peace in the world and 
to bring about an economic, social and cultural development of 
mankind. 

Reasons for the Establishment of U. N. O. — Following were 
the reasons for the establishment of the U. N. O. :— 

(1) Second World War —The Second World War was more 
destructive than the first one. Millions of people were killed in the 
war and the number of those who fell a prey to epidemics is un¬ 
limited. Millions of people became homeless and unemployed. 
Many cities were razed to the ground. Agriculture, trade and indus¬ 
tries were ruined. There was an uproar throughout the world due to 
this war. The great politicians of the world were much perturbed 
with the speedy destruction of the world and the end of human 
culture and civilization. Under these circumstances, they started 
thinking about the establishment of an institution which, could save 
the world from the dangers of future wars and maintain peace in 
the world. 

(2) Removal of Mutual Suspicion — At that time, the world was 
divided into two blocs. Both of them had no faith upon each other 
and both of them had doubts against each other. It was being realised 
that there should be such an institution which should bring them 
nearer and remove their suspicions. 

(3) Establishment of Permanent Peace in the World— On seeing 
the disastrous results of the Second World War, all the countries felt 

the need that there should be such an institution w*.ich could estab¬ 
lish permanent peace in the world. 


(4) Destructive Weapons —The destructive weapons like Atom 

Bombs were invented during the Second World War which could 

tim n8 «/l» e .h n » d 1 ‘he world in no time. Therefore, the need of the 

Tn inlr?V he < ?' fTere " t countries of the world should establish 
such an institution where they could sit together and think over means 
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desU'uctiVe^weapons." ,hemse,ves and the whole mankind from the 
w ^ ° f ,he Third World War-The seeds of the Second 

World War were sown in the First World War. All the countries "? 
the world were of the opinion that as the First World War was the 
cause of the Secound World War so the Second World War could 

WnHH w USe ° f i the rh ' rd War - But they were afraid of the Third 
World War and wanted to establish such an international institu- 

tioa which could save the world from the ruinous effects of the next 
wsr. 


, °J U. N. O. —League of Nations failed to achieve 

its °[ ) J cctI ves after the First World War and it resulted in the Second 
World War which was fought from 1939 to 1945 A. D. Its results 
were more destructive than those of the first one. The great powers of 
the world felt, the need of such an institution which should be more 
powerful than the League of Nations so that the world could be 
saved from the horrors of the war and permanent peace be esta¬ 
blished. Thus, the United Nations Organisation was established in 
1945 A. D. 


After the Second World War, the Allies made a decision in the 
Dumbarton Oaks Conference that there was the need of an ioternatio* 
nal agency which could give a permanent shape to the co operation 
among the peace-loving countries of the World. After that, a con¬ 
ference of about 50 countries of the world was held from April 25, 
I94j to June 26, 1945 at San Francisco and a Charter was drawn-up. 
The delegates of different countries signed it on June 26, 1945. This 
organisation started functioning in a regular manner from October 24, 
1945. It was named as the United Nations Organisation on the 
suggestion of the American President, Roosevelt. 

The headquarters of the U. N. O. is at New York. 

Its Membership —Each peace-loving nation, who agrees with 
the objectives of the U. N. O. and is ready to abide by the principles of 
the U. N. O. and who is considered suitable for its membership by 
the organisation, can become its member. For its memberseip, it is 
necessary that the Security Council should recommend the name of 
a country and it should be approved by 2/3 majority of the General 
Assembly. The five permanent members, (England, France, America. 
Russia and China) can however, veto the entry of any new country. 
The General Assembly can withdraw the membership of any country 
on the recommendatian of the Security Council. Almost all the coun¬ 
tries of the world are its members now 142 till July, 1975. 

Aims of the U. N. O. —The aims of the U. N. O. are as 
follows :— 

(1) To maintain international peace and security. 

(2) To promote friendly relations among the nations. 

(3) To achieve international co-operation in solving the world¬ 
wide economic, social and cultural problems* 
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/ 4 \ To nromote respect for human rights, dignity and freedom. 

(5) To promote respect among the member-nations for funda¬ 
mental rights and freedom of mankind by ending the differences or 
of sex, caste and creed. That is why it has been mentioned in the 

Charter— .. 

"We the people of the United Nations determine to save. succeeding 

generations from the scourge of war and to reaffirm faith m 

international machinery for the provision of the gnomic and social ad¬ 
vancement of all people and to combine our efforts to accomplish these 
aims” {Hie Preamble of the Charter of the U. N. O.) 

Principles of the U. N. O. —The principles of the U. N. O. 
are as follows 

(1) The U. N. O. is based on the equal rights and self determi- 
nation of the member-nations. 

(2) Each member-nation should perform her duties earnestly 
according to the Charter. 

(3) Each member-nation should settle the disputes by peaceful 
means so that the peace, security and justice in the world are not 
disturbed. 

(4) All member-nations will not make use 6f threat and violence 
in their international relations. 

(5) All member-nations will help in performing those functions 
which the U. N. O. performs according to the Charter and none will 
h:\p a country against which the U. N. O. is taking any action. 

(6) The U. N. O. will not intervene in the intcrqal affairs of a 
country. 

(7) The U. N. O. will also see that the non-member nations also 
work for the maintenance of international peace and security. 

In short, we can say that the main aim of this world organisa¬ 
tion is to maintain peace in the world so that the life of mankind 
becomes secure and worth-living. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

U. N. O. — Definition ; Causes of Establishment — Second World War, 
removal of mutual suspicion ; Establishment of permanent peace in the world ; 
Control on destructive weapons ; Fear of the Third World War ; Its Establish¬ 
ment in 1945 ; Drawing up of the Charter by 50 nations at San Francisco ; 
Headquarters at New York ; Aims of the U.N.O. Principles of the U.N.O. 

Chief Organs of the U. N. O. 

E3TQ 2 ' What are the principal organs of the U. N. O. 
Describe in brief their functions. (Important) 

Ans. Organisation or Chief Organs of the U. N. O. 

U. N. O. has six main organs :— 

(1) General Assembly. 
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(2) Security Council. 

(3) Econom c and Social Council. 

(4) Trusteeship Council. 

(5) International Court of Justice. 

( 6 ) Secretariat. 

1. General Assembly —It is an important organ of tho United 
Nations. It is regarded as the parliament of the U.N.O. Its meeting, 
is held once in a year. In emergency, special meetings can be held. 
Ordinary matters are decided by simple majority vote but in impor¬ 
tant matters a majority of two-third votes is required. Each ' country 
can send 5 delegates but is counted as one vote. Assembly discusses 
matters relating to peace and security. The budget of the U.N.O. is 
also passed by it. It also discusses reports from all its agencies and 
departments. The Assembly decides about the admission of any 
new member and the removal of any old one. It is also empowered 
to elect the Secretary General'and the non-permanent members of 
Security Council. 

2. Security Council —It is the executive body of the United 
Nations It has 15 members. America, Russia, France, England 
and China are its permanent members. The remaining 10 are non¬ 
permanent members who are elected by the General Assembly for 
two years. Each member of the Council has one vote. The ordinary 
matters require the affirmative vote of 9 members out of 15. But 
in the case of important matters the decision is based on the vote of 
9 members, no doubt, but it must include'the vote of all the five 
permanent members. The five permanent members have the rLht 
of ‘veto’. Formerly, the tot^l membership of the Security Council 
was 11 but, in 1965, the membership of the Security Council was in¬ 
creased to 15 which includes 5 permanent and 10 non-permanent 
members. Its meetings are held once in 9 month but, in emergency, 
they can be held earlier too. 

3. Economic and Social Council —This council has 27 
members. They are elected by the General Assembly for three 
years. 1 /3 of the members retire ^fter every three years and the new 
members are elected in their place. This Council holds at least two 

sessions in a year. 

The chief function of this Council is to solve the economic, 
social and cultural problems of the member-nations. This Council 
works for the economic and social development of the different 
nations and makes efforts to remove the economic and social causes 
of the war. It appoints commissions in different spheres and 
inspects the working of the various social institutions set-up by the 

United Nations. 

4 Trusteeship Council —Those countries which are still not 
free and get protection from the United Nations are looked afier by 
the Trusteeship Council. This Council tries to check that the rulmg 
country pays attention for promotion ot the economic, social 
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and political development of the countries under her and enables them 
to be self-suppoiting. This Council sends missions to the protected 
countries to know about the progress made by them from time to 
time. It also listens to the complaints of the protected countries. 
The ruling countries make efforts for the development of the 
protected countries and send their reports to the Council. On the 
basis of these reports the Council makes its recommendations to the 
General Assembly for their betterment- 

(5) International Court of Justice •—It is the chief court of the 
United Nations It is situated at Hague in Holland. It is composed 
of 15 Judges. They are elected for 9 years. They are separately 
elected by the General Assembly and the Security Council. Only 
one judge from a country is elected. Its quorum is fixed at 9. All 
decisions are taken by the majority vote of the present judges. The 
Chief Justice has got the right of casting vote. The Chief Justice is 
elected for three years. 

The decisions of this Court are final and there is no appeal 
against them. The main function of this Court is to settle the 
mutual disputes among different nations by peaceful methods. When 
ever there arise any dispute among the nations regarding treaties or 
pacts or legal questions, they are referred to it for decision. It also 
advises the General Assembly, the Security Council and other 
Agencies of the United Nations on legal matters. The decisions are 
made according to international laws. 

6 . Secretariat —The day to day business is carried on by 
the Secretariat. It keeps the records of all the organs of the United 
Nations Organisation. The chief administrative officer is the 
Secretary General who is appointed for 5 years on the recommenda¬ 
tion of the Security Council. Many officials from different countries 
work under him. The Secretary General puts into practice the 
decisions taken by all the organs. The Secretariat is divided into 
8 parts for its smooth running. The Secretary General gets £ 5000 
annually as pay and many other allowances. Nowdays, Mr Kurt 
Waldheim of Austria is the Secretary-General. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

The Chief Organs of U.N.O.—(1) General Assembly, (2) Security Council, 
(3) Economic and Social Council, 4. Trusteeship Council, (5) International 
Court,of Justice, t6) The Secretariat. 

Work and Achievements of the U.N O. 

Q. 3. Describe the aims, work and achievements of the 
U.N.O. 

Ans. Aims of the U.N.O. —Aims of the U.N.O. have been 
described in question No. I. Please see that question for Aims of 
the U.N.O. 

Achievements of the U.N O. —Many critics are of the 
view that the United Nations Organisation shall also meet the fate 
of the League of Nations because this organisation has failed in the 
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i?Spi f pe 1 C ^i and securjt y m tlie world. Today the world 
i S ~ K d d - lnt ^ r,val J bIo 9 s ' B °th are suspicious of each other and 
are busy in the production of destructive weapons. They say that 

the cold war, going on between Russia and America, can flare up in 
to a fierce battle any moment. 


c f itics tbe U.N.O. only see one side of the picture. 

I hey don t look at those achievements of the U.N.O. which she has 

done during these few years. They forget that the U.N.O. has checked 

the cold war from flaring up into a World War and has thus saved 

the world. The achievements of the U.N.O. can be divided into 
two parts - 

(a) Political Achievements 

(b) Social Achievements 

(a) Political Achievements —The U.N.O. has saved the world 
from falling a prey to war by solving ihany tricky political problems, 
such as the following :— 

(1) Kashmir—Soon after the partition in 1947, Pakistan 
attacked Kashmir. As a result of it, the war broke out between 
Pakistan and India. The United Nations Organisation passed 
the Cease Fire Resolution for stopping the war and fixed the Cease 
Fire Line. The war stopped at the U.N.O's interven.ion. When the 
war again broke out on the dispute of Kashmir succesively in 1965 
and 1971, between the two, the efforts of the U.N O. again brought an 
end to them and forced both the countries to withdraw their forces. 

(2) Palestine —Palestine is a small country of the Arabs in 
the West Asia. The Jews also lived there in a large number. The 
Arabs and the Jews were enemies of each other and both of them 
wanted to turn out each other from there. In 1948 A.D., the Jews 
established a new state of 'Israel’ there. The Arabs made an attack 
on that. The war came to an end by the efforts of the U.N.O. and 
the e was not great bloodshed on the establishment of Israel. 


(3) Indonesia— U.N.O. played a great role in the freedom of 
Indonesia. This country was under Holland but became free in 1949 
by the efforts of U.N.O. 

(4) Greece —After the Second World War, the Communist 
guerillas created disturbances in North Greece. Many Communist 
countries helped the guerillas. Peace was established in North Greece 
by the efforts of U.N.O. 

(5) Korea —Korea was under the rule of Japan before the 
Second World War. She was divided into two zones after the war. 
Russia gained control over the north zone and. America on the 
south zone. A war broke out between the two zones in 1953. It 
was with the help of the U.N.O. that peace was ultimately established 
in Korea. 

(6) Indo-China — A war broke out in Indio-China in 1953 
A D. The war ended by the eflorts of U.N.O. and peace was estab¬ 
lished there. 
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Libya and Syria wilh the efforts ot U.N.O. ana coin 

got freedom the French troops attacked Egypt 
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rniched with force. A voice was raised in the U.N.O- againsi u» 
atrocities committed by the Russian forces and Russia was compell 

“ W (| h 0)'“ SSmmo. , civil war broke out In Cow- OJNkO. 
tried to bring an end to the civil war and it sent the iforoM °f neut d 

nations there. Thus the cease-fire was enforced there and the Worta 

War was thus averted. . . r „ . * QAQ A r> 

(11) West New Guinea Indonesia became free m l949 A.D. 

but Holland still had control over one part of t % 

West New Guinea. Indonesia started war against Holland to get^lt 
liberated from the Dutch control and it was because of the U.N.O. 
intervertion that in 1963 A D. this part was given to Indonesia. 

(12) Berlin —There was a possibility of breaking out of the war 
between Russia and America on the Berlin issue but the war between 

them was averted by the efforts of U.N.O. . T ^ a 

(13) Lacs— The situation became very serious in Laos and 

there was every possibility of war there. But U.N.O. controlled the 

situation and {lid not allow the war to break out. . 

(14) Cuba— A serious conflict came up between America and 
Russia on the question of Cuba and there was every possibhty of 
the deterioration of the situation any moment. But the intervention 

of U.N.O. saved the situation. , 

( 15 ) Efforts for the freedom of Slave countries— Many countries- 

of Asia and Africa gained freedom as a result of the efforts of U.N O. 
These countries were Indonesia, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco etc. 

(16) Opposed the Racial discrimination Policy of South Africa — 
U.N.O. openly criticised the policy of racial discrimination of South 
Africa and as per its efforts many countries of the world have econo¬ 
mically boycotted South Africa so as to bring about a change in her 

policy. , _ 

(17) Efforts for Disarmament —U.N.O. has always made 

efforts for disarmament and has tried to stop the tests of the Atom 
Bombs, etc. Though it has not gained much success in this sphere 
yet it has appointed a Disarmament Commission for this purpose. 
India was once the Chairman of this Commission. * 

(18) Use of Atomic Energy for Peace— U.N.O. has always 
favoured this policy that the use of Atomic energy should not be 
made for destruction but for the promotion of peace and prosperity 
in the world. International Atomic Energy Agency has been set up 
for this pnrpose. 
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( b ) Social Achievemeuts —U.N O. has done a wonderful 
work in the economic as well as social spheres through her agencies 
and offered many chances for the development of the backward 
countries. She has made the following efforts in this respect :— 

(1) Financial Aid —U.N.O. gives economic and technical 
aid to the backward countries so that they should make progress and 
should be able to exploit their natural resources fully. The function 
of the World Bank is worth appreciating in this respect* 

(2) Helping the Refugees —U.N.O. has made proper arrange¬ 
ments for the help of the refugees. About two million persons made 
homeless by wars and other such causes have been settled in different 
parts of the world. This work is in the hands of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees. 

(3) Welfare of the Labourers —I.L.O. is making great efforts 
for the welfare of the labourers of the world and is protecting their 
rights. 

(3) Welfare of the Children —UNICEF is busy in the servivee 
of the poor and orphan children of the world and their helpless 
mothers. 

(5) Protection of the Health —W.H.O>\ has done a lot of work 
for the protection of the health of mankind. This organisation makes 
efforts to check different infectious diseases, T.B. etc. from spreading 
further. 

1 , 6 ) Control over ihe Narcotic Drugs —U.N.O. has made efforts 
to have control over the use of narcotics so that they should be used 
for the purpose of drugs alone. 

In short, we can say that U.N.O. is serving the mankind a lot 
in different spheres of life through its various agencies. 

Though U.N.O. has not achieved full success in the main¬ 
tenance of peace in the world yet it is definite that it is the only 
organisation which is working in this direction at present and 
it is this organization alone which can stop the war for an indefinite 
period. 

For its success, it is very necessary that two great powers of the 
world— i.e. 9 Russia and America should make sincere efforts to make 
it a success, and every possible effort is made for spreading its princi¬ 
ples. The spirit of internationlism should take the place of nationa¬ 
lism. If it happens like this, then that day is not faroff when the 
world will get rid of war for ever. Otherwise, there cannot be any 
peace in the world. That is why it has been said— 

The U.N.O. can do little while the U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. face each 
other like gladiators for a bout** . 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Work and Achievements of U.N.O. —Political —To solve the problem, 
of Kashmir, Palestine, Indonesia, Greece, Korea etc. (2) Social —Economic said 
aid to the refugees, welfare of the labourers, protection of health etc. and 
control over the narcotics.” 
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Social Service Agencies of the U.N.O* 

»Q. 4. Describe briefly the activities of the Specialised 
agencies of the U.N-0. What role has been played by India m 

this respect ? (V. Important) 


Ans. The Second World War did not only cause a loss of life 
and property but economic and social structure of most of the 
countries of the world was also upset. While the need was felt for the 
establishment of permanent peace in the world, it was also felt that 
arrangements should be made for the economic and social development 
of the backward countries of the world. U.N.O. formed many ‘Special 
Agencies’ for the achievement of this purpose which are still working 
in the economic, social, cultural and scientific spheies and are making 
largest effortsSo make life more peaceful and prosperous in the world. 
These Special Agencies are the following :— 

1. UNESCO— 

(j) Foundation— The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisntion was founded on November 4, 1946 A D. 
with its headquarters at Paris. 

Organisation— This Agency has a General Assembly which 
holds its meetings once in two years. The representatives of the 
member-nations take part in these meetings. The policy and the 
programme of the organisation it chalked out in this meeting and 
also the budget is approved in it. There is an Executive Board to 
implement its programmes. It comprises of 34 members and this 
Board conducts at least two meetings in a year. 

Aims —Welfare is the objective of this organisation. The 
objectives or aims of this organisation are to spread education, to 
encourage science, to promote cultures of different counries so that 
countries should be drawn nearer to each other and should under¬ 
stand each other so that the world peace should become deep-rooted. 

Work —To achieve its objectives, this organisation makes 
arrangements for the spread of education in different countries of the 
world. It opens schools and arranges for the training of the teachers. 
It also pay* attention to cultural and scientific development with the 
help of films. It opens libraries and makes arrangements for exhibi¬ 
tions. This institution pays attention towards the cultural and 
scientific development through the medium of films. The good books 
written in different languages of the world are got translated and 
printed in other different languages of the world. This organisation also 
sends cultural and scientific missions to the different countries of the 
world so that there should be development of mutual contacts which 
may further promote peace and prosperity in the world. The work 
df this organisation has been praised everywhere. Leon Elam lightly 
remarked at the time of its foundation...‘7 believe in UNESCO'as I 
believe in peace and as I have faith in mankind .” 


India's Role —India is its member from the very beginning 
and she has Uk4 hard for its success. The opening ceremony of the 
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2. International Labour Organisation (I.L.O)— 

Foundation —It was founded in 1919 and it was an 

2“**? t eagu , e . of Nations. In 1945, when U.N.O. w^s establi¬ 
shed, it started working as a Special Agency of the U.N.O. Its head¬ 
quarters are_at Geneva in Switzerland. 

Organisation— This organisation has a General Assembly It 
inducts its meetings once in a year. Each nation sends 4 represen- 

5 , ?: l ~ ,WO a TC government representatives, one respresent^ve 

are ^ ODe re P resfintat ‘ve of the capitalists. All decisions 

taken k hv ?# til ® major,t y vote. All nations try to follow the decisions 
b> \ ll ; There is also a Governing Body consisting of 48 
members to look after the working of this organisation. 

rJ hC a,ms of , this or 6 an * sa t*on are to imp’rove the condi- 
tion of the labourers in the world, to raise their standard of living and 
alsd to prove their economic and social status. 

Work--Th\s organisation takes steps to check unemplvmcnt 

among the labourers, fixes their Wages and the hours of their work 

makes arrangements for their safety, renders them aid in illness and 

old age and makes arrangement for their living and education of 
their children. 

India's Role —India is its member since its very beginning. She 
is a permanent member of this organisation. She has taken part in 
n any of its sessions and about 25 of its decisions have been implemen¬ 
ted here^ In 1958, Indian specialists were sent to other countries to 
render them help. India also imparts training to so many people of 
the world in the respect of labour organisations. Shri Jagjiwan Ram 
was elected the chairman of this organisation in 1950. In 1957 a 
conference of the Asiad unit of I.L.O. was held in Delhi. 

3. Food and Agriculture Organisation (F.A O.) 

Foundation—It was established on October 16, 1945 with its 
Headquarters at Rome in Italy. 

Organisation It has a General Assembly which holds its 
meeting once in every three years. Every member-nation sends one 
representative to it. This Assembly chalks out the policy and 
programme of the organisation. A Council of 34 members is elected 
to implement the programmes of this organisation. 

Aims —Its aims are as follows : — 

(0 To increase the agricultural produce in all countries of the 
world and also to improve upon the distribution of the produce. 

(//) To raise the standard of food and the standard of living of 
the people of the world. * 
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(in) To help in increasing the agricultural produce by giving 
financial aid, by providing latest machines and by lending the services 
of the specialiits, etc. 

Work :—This organisation sends its specialists to the backward 
countries to give suggestions for increasing the produce. It also 
makes arrangements to save the plants and crops from pests.. It 
also makes arrangements to supply better seeds to different countries. 
It encourages the employment of scientific methods for increasing 
the agriculture output. America, Europe, Australia, in particular, 
have lent much aid by giving machinery to many undeveloped 
countries. This organisation also makes efforts to increase the 
production of fish and forests and to control the dangerous diseases 
among the animals. 

India's Role — India has been its member since its beginning. 
Shri B R. 'Menon of India was elected its first Director General. India 
took an active ’pirt in its meeting held at Rome in 1958. In that 
very year, India also took part in its Asian session held at Tokyo. 
India has gained a lot from this organisation. India has been 
given much help in the shape of machinery, medicines for checking 
agricultural diseases and services of experts for increasing agricultural 
produce. 

4. World Health Organisation (W.H.O.) — 

Foundation^- This organisation was founded on April 7, 1948 
with its headquarters at Geneva in Switzerland. 

Organisation — This organisation has a World Health Assembly. 
It holds its meeting once in a year where its programme is framed. 
There is an Executive Board to implement the proceedings of the 
organisation. It has 24 members. This board holds its meetings 
twice a year. 

A nts The aims of this organisation is to improve the health 
of the people in all countries of U.e World, to control dangerous dis¬ 
eases and to supply medical aid and medicines, where required. 

Works — This organisation gives medical aid to the people. It 
arranges for the medicines to prevent various diseases. It checks the 
spread ot infections diseases and supplies vaccine for T B. It 
arranges the supply of milk for children of the world. It sends 
specialists to different countrie' who give suggestions for the improve¬ 
ment of the health rf the people. 

India's Role- India- nas been given milk and medicines in 
large quantities. She has also availed ot the services of the European 
and American experts under this organisation. India's former 

Union Health Minister Smt. Amrit Kaur was elected its Chairman in 
1950 A. D. with the help of W.H.O. small-pox has been creadicated 
in India. 

5. United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 

(U. N. I C. E F.)— . 

Foundation— It was founded by the General Assembly in 1946 
A. D- Its headquarters are at New York. 
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Organisation —It has a Board of 30 members which decides its 
programme and ths aid to be given to the diiferent countries. 

Work —It tries to check the spread of diseases among the 
children. It arranges for the milk and nutritious food for the phys cal 
development of the children. It makes efforts to prevent the diseases 
like T. B , Malaria, Eye Diseases, and Skin Disease etc. The orphans 
are also helped from this fund. Children and women are also helped 
from this fund, especially in times of floods, earthquakes etc. This 
fund is proving very useful for children and their welfare. This fund 
is maintained by the government aids and the donations from private 
agencies. 

India's Role — India gets much aid from this fund. She receives 
milk, medicines and vaccine in large quantities. 

6. International Monetary Fund and World Bank (I. M F. and 

W. B ) 

Foundation —The Fund and the World Bank were founded in 
1945 with headquarters at Washington. 

Organisat ; on —There is a ‘Board of Governors’ to manage these. 
It conducts its meeting once in a year. All the rights are vested in 
the Board. The Board also has a Chairman. 

Aims —The aims of the Fund and the World Bank are : — 

(*) To increase the financial co-operation among the countries 
of the world, (ii) To remove the financial hindrances, if any, in the 
way of the development of the member-nations (///) To provide 
money for the economic and social development of backward 
countries. 

Work — The Fund and the Woild Bank have lent financial aid 
to many countries of the world for various development schemes. 
This organisation also promotes the international trade. This World 
Bank gives loans to the member nations and sometimes sends commi¬ 
ssions to assess the economic needs of different nations. In 1956, 
another organisation connected with the World Bank under the name 
of I. F .C. (International Finance Corporation) was established. This 
advances loans for individual enterprises also. 

India's Role— India is an original member of the Fund and 
the Bank. India has a permanent representative on the Board of the 
Bank. The former Finarite Minister of rndia, Shri. C D. Deshmukh 
had remained the member of both these organisations. In 19.*^, a 
mission of the World Bank came to India which gave useful sugges¬ 
tions as regards the financial resources of India. India has also 
taken loan from the World Bank to complete her various development 
schemes. 

7. International Refugee Organisation— 

This organisation was founded in 1945. Its headquarters are 
at Geneva. Its aim is to give help to homeless people made so by 
war or by other causes. This organisation has so far helped about 
20 lakh refugees. In the beginning, this organisation made praise- 


270 


SWAN HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 

worthy efforts but laxity came in its functions since the stopping of 
the American aid in 1947 A. D. • _ , , . 1Q ._ A ^ 

8 International Civil Aviation— It was founded m l 947 A.D. 

with its headquarters at Montreal. Its main aim is to reduce the air 

fare and to make it cheaper and safer. 

9. International Tele-Communication Union— It was 
founded in 1947 with Geneva as its headquarters. It frames 
international rules for the development of telegraph, telephone and 
radio receiving services. It also fixes different radio-frequencies 
for different nations so that they should not interfere on that 

account. 

10. Universal Postal Union :»—rt was founded in 1947 with 
Berne (Switzerland) as its headquarters. Its aims are to promote 
international ca-operation in the field of postal services. The orga¬ 
nisation fixes the postal rates for sending post from one country 
to another by international pacts. Each member-nation of this orga¬ 
nisation make every possible efforts to send its post as early as possible 
to other countries. 

11. International Atomic Energy Agency —It was founded^ 
in 1957 A. D. with its headquarters at Vienna in Austria. 

The aim of this organisation is to stop the use of the atomic 
energy for war purposes and try to utilise it for peace, health and 
v/elfare of the mankind. 

It has a General Assembly which hold its meeting once in a 
year but, in emergency, special meetings • can be called. There is a 
Board of Governors, comprising 25 members, to implement its pro¬ 
gramme and policy. 

In short, we can say that U. N. O. has done very good work in 
the economic social, and cultural spheres for international develop¬ 
ment thtough the above agencies. These agencies have been working 
for the welfare of the mankind continuously without indulging in 
political activities and are making it more prosperous. It is the duty 
of each nation to give full co-operation to the U. N. O. and to work 
according to its suggestions so that these agencies should be successful 
in their functions. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Social Service Agencies of U. N. O.—(1) UNESCO ; <2) I. L. O., 
(3) Food and Agriculture Organisation ; (4) World Health Organisation ; 
(5) United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund ; (6 International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank i7) International Refugee Organisation ; 
(3) International Civil Aviation Organisation ; (9) International Tele-Ccmmuni- 
cations Union ; (.10) Universal Postal Union ; ill) International Atomic 

Agency. 

Some Defects in the U.N.O. 

Q 5 Describe some of the main defects of U.N.O. Is rt 

right to say that the U.N.O. will go the way of the League of 
Nations ? 

Ans. Defects of the U.N.O.— Though U.N.O. has proved 
more powerful and useful than the League of Nations, yet there 
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are-many defects to be found in it which can weaken its roof-.. Due 
to these reasons some people even say that U.N.O. will go the way of 
the League. The defects of U.N.O. are as follows :— 

(1) Incomplete Representation— Though U.N.O. is considered to 
be the best international agency in the world yet all the countries have 
not gained representation in it. Still many European and Asian nations 
have been deprived of its membership, 

(2) Defective Representation —Many defects are to be found in 
the representation of the U.N.O. The representation has been given to 
the governments and not to the people of different countries. Secondly, 
each nation, big or small, has been given equal representation. Each 
country has got one vote. 

(3) Absence of a Permanent Army —U N.O has not got its own 
army with whose help it eould get its decisions implemented and could 
punish those states who go against its decisions or create an atmosphere 
of war. 

(4) Decisions of U.N O. are not Final— The decisions of U.N.O. 
are not final. Its decisions are only proposals which can be changed 
any time. This diminishes the authority of this organisation. 

(5 ) Lack of International [Government— The world is becoming 
international in nature. Therefore, there is need of an international 
government which could maintain peace in the world. U.N.O. is 
merely an international organisation and not a government which could 
frame laws for the world. 

(6) Two Blocs— U.N.O. Is divided into two blocs. One bloc 
consists of America, England, France and their allies. It is called 
American Bloa The other group consists of Russia and her allies. This 
is called the Russian Bloc. There is a lot of difference between the 
ideologies of these blocs. Consequently, there is always tension prevail¬ 
ing and much time is wasted in debates and the problem of the world 
peace still remains unsolved. 

The U.N.O. has become an arena in which the opposing blocs 
constantly measure their strength against each other. 

(7) Veto Power —There are 5 permanent members of the Secu¬ 
rity Council who have got the right of ^eto. If any of these members 
vetoes any resolution of the U.N.O., then it is rejected. Consequently, 
the important matters remain unsolved. It acts* as a sort of break in 
the working of the U.N.O. Lord Winster has rightly said-— “This 
organisation {U.N.O.) will be one for keeping small boys in order by 

prefects who are themselves exempt from the rules they administer .” 

(8) Mutual Suspicion —There is lack of friendship, love and 
goodwill among the member-states of the U N O. They always suspect 
one another. Under this suspicion, they are increasing their 
military power and inventing new destructive weapons day in and day 
out. 

(9) Ignoring small nations— The small and weak nations are 
ignored in the U.N.O. and no importance is given to the«r views. 
The big nations get their views accepted as a result of their power and 
influence. 
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(10) Imperialism— Most of the members of U.N.O. are western 
countries and they are imperialists. They want to over-power the 
smaller nations for the achievement of their materialistic designs. Sucti 
a policy always keeps the world peace hanging jp the balance. 

(11) Security Council is more powerful than the General 
Assenibly —The General Assembly consists of the representatives of 
all the member-nations but the Security Council consists of only 
15 members. But even then the real powers of the U.N O. lie in the 
hands of the five big powers who are the permanent members of the 
Security Council. 

(12) Lack of the Spirit of Internationalism among the Member - 
states — It is also a defect in the U.N.O. that there is lackness of the 
spirit of internationalism among the member-states. They are sur¬ 
rounded by selfish motives and whenever any international problem 
comes up before the U.N.O. then they make it all the more compli¬ 
cated by their selfish thinking and forget the international aspect 
altogether. 

(13) U.N.O . has no right to interfere in the Internal Affairs of the 
Member-states —U.N.O. has got no right to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the member-nations. Therefore, it capnot remove the impor¬ 
tant causes of the world unrest 

Conclusion —Seeing the defects of the U.N.O., some critics are 
of the view that this organisation will go the way of the League of 
Nations and it will also fail like the League of Nations in preventing 
war and establishing peace. But these people only see one side of the 
picture. They forget that U.N O is the only hope of the world peace. 
It is because of her that the cold war has not flared up in the war and 
the fear of war has greatly been reduced in the world. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Defects of the U. N. O. :—d) Incomplete Representation ; <2) Defective 
Representation; (3) Absence of Permanent Army ; (4) Decisions of the U.N.O 
arc not final (5) Lack of International Government ; (6) Two Blocs ; (7)Veto 
Power ; t.8) Mutual Suspicion ; (9) Ignoring the Small Nations ; (10) Imperia- 
ism ;• (11) Security Council being more powerful ; (12) Lack of the Spirit of 
Internationalism among Member-states ; (13) No right to interfere in the inter¬ 
nal affairs of the Member-states. 

University and other Important Questions 

1. Write what you know about the aims and organisation of 
the U.N.O. 

2. How far is the U.N.O successful in maintaining the world 
peace ? 

3. What does the modern world owe to the U.N.O. ? 

4. Is it conect to say that U.N.O, will go the. way of th© 
League of Nations ? 




